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NAM  E S 

OF  THE 

Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses 

RETURNED  TO  SERVE  IN  THE 

PRESENT  PARLIAMENT, 

WITH  THE 

PLACES  THEY  REPRESENT. 


Antrim  County,  (io) 

EDWARD  Jones  Agnew, 
Efq. 

Hugh  Boyd,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Antrim . 

Hon.  Wm.  John  SkefHngton. 
Hon.  Chichefter  Skeffington. 

Borough  of  Belfajl . 

Hon.  Henry  Skeffington. 

Sir  William  Godfrey,  Bare. 

Borough  of  Li fb  urne. 
George  Hatton,  Efq. 

John  Moore,  Efq. 

Borough  of  RandalJlovjn, 
John  Dunn,  Efq. 

Edward  Corry,  Efq. 

Armagh  County.  (6) 

William  Richardfon,  Efq. 


Borough  of  Armagh . 
George  Rawfon,  Efq. 

Right  Hon.  Robert  Hobart, 
commonly  called  Lord  Vif- 
count  Hobart, 


Borough  of  Charlemont. 

Sir  Annefley  Stewart,  Bart. 
Rich.  Mountney  Jephfon,  Efq. 

Carrickfergus  County 
and  Town.  (2) 

Ezekiel  Davys  Hamilton,  Efq, 
Alexander  Hamilton,  Efq. 

Catherlogh  County.  (6) 

William  Burton,  Efq. 

Henry  Bruen,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Catherlogh. 

Hon.  Auguftus  CavendiHi 
Bradfhaw. 

John  Ormlby  Vandeleur,  of 
Kilrufh,  in  the  County  ot 
Clare,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Old  Leighlin. 
Edward  Cooke,  Efq. 

Patrick  Duigenan,  Efq.  LL.D„ 

Cavan  County.  (6) 

Francis  Saunderfon,  Efq. 

Hon.  John  James  Maxwell, 
commonly  called  Lord  Vif- 
count  Maxwell. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE 


vi 

Borough  of  Belturbet. 

John  M‘Clintock,  Efq. 

Maurice  Copinger,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Can: an. 
Thomas  Ntlbirt,  Efq. 

Hon  .Charles  Fitz-  Gerald, com- 
monly called  Lord  Charles 
Fuz-Gerald. 

Clare  County.  (4} 

Francis  M‘Namara,  Efq. 

Hon.  Francis  Nathaniel  Burton. 

Borough  of  Clare 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien, 
Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Wm.  Conyngham. 
Cork  County.  (26) 

/ 

Hon.  Robert  K’ng,  commonly 
called  Lord  Viltouiit  Kingi- 
borough. 

Abraham  Morris,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Baltimore. 

Sir  John  Frekc,  Bart. 

Richard  Grace,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Ban  don-  Bridge. 
Broderick  Ch’nne'ry,  Elq. 
Lodge  Moiies,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Caf  It  martyr. 

Sir  James  Laurence  Cotter, 
Bart. 

John  Hobfon,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Chetrle'ville . 
Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Blaquiere, 

Barr.  K.  B. 

Rogerlon  Cotier,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Clcghn  kelly. 

SIt  Nicholas  Conway  Coiti.  utE,  ) 
Bart. 

Hor.Henrr  Bovle,  commonly] 
called  Lord  Vifcouni  Boyie.  j 


City  of  Cork. 

Pvight  Hon.  Richard  Longtield. 
Hon.  John  Hely  Hutchinfon. 

Manor  of  Doneraile. 

James  Chat  tenon,  Efq-. 

John  Maxwell,  Efq. 

B oavn  of  Kinfale. 

James  Kearney,  Efq. 

William  Rowley,  Efq. 

Bourn  of  Mallotv. 
Denham  Jephfon,  Efq. 

John  Longheld,  Efq. 

j ' iVi 

Borough  of  Middleton. 
Arthur  D.<wfon,  Efq. 

Benjamin  B’ake  Blackwood, 
Efq. 

Borough  of  Rathcor muck. 
Henry  Duquery,  Efq. 

John  Philpet  Curran,  Efq. 

Boaxon  of  Toughall. 
Robert  Unis  eke,  Efq. 

James  Uniacke,  Efq. 

Donegal  County.  (12) 

Alexander  Montgomery,  Efq; 
Henry  Vaughan  Brooke,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Bally fha  11  non. 

7' ho  mas  Dickfon,  Efq. 

$ r Michael  Cromie,  Bart 

Borough  cf  Donegal . 
Humphrey  Butler,  Efq. 

Wil  iam  Keller,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Killy  begs. 

John  Wolfe,  of  Forenaughts, 
Efq. 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henrv  Cavendifli. 

Borough  of  Lifford. 

Hon.  Abra.  Creighton,  com- 
monly  c iled  Lo-d  Creighton 
Hon.  Abraham  Creighton. 
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Rorough  of  St.  fohnfto'wn. 
Right  Hon.  William  Forward 
Hon.  Hugh  Howard. 

Down  County.  (14) 

Hon.  Robert  Stewart. 

Francis  Savage,  of  Ardkeen, 
Elq. 

Borough  of  Bangor. 

Sir  John  Blackwood,  Bart. 
John  Keane,  Etq. 

Borough  of  Downpatrick . 
Clotworthy  Rowley,  Eficj,. 
Jonathan.  Chetwood,  Etq. 

Borough  of  UHJlorough. 
Will  iam  Montgomery,  ot  Hilif- 
borough,  Efq. 

Robert  John  fen,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Killyleagh . 
Hon.  Robert  Ward. 

James  Stephenfon  Blackwood, 
Efq. 

Borough  of  Nezvry. 

Ifaaq  Corry,  Efq. 

Robert  Rofs,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Neuxtiiwnaras. 
Hon.  Richard  Ann, fey. 

John  La  Touche,  Efq. 

Drogheda  County  and 
Town.  (2) 

William  Meade  Ogle,  Efq. 
John  Forbes,  Efq. 

Dublin  County.  (10) 

Sir  Ed  ward  Ne  wenham,  Knight 
John  Finlay,  Efq. 


V'j 

City  of  Dublin. 

Hon.  Henrv  Fitz-gerald,  com- 
monly called  Lord  Henry 
Fitz-Ger  dd . 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Grattan. 

Uni'uerjny  of  Dublin. 
Arthur  Browne,  Efq.  LL.  D. 
Hon.  Francis  Hely  Hutchinfori. 

Borough  of  Neuucajile. 
Right  Hon.  D<<vid  La  l ouche. 
David  La  Touche,  Efq. 

Borough  of  SzvorJs. 

John  Claudius  Beresford,  Efq. 
Lieut.  General  Eyre  Mafic  y’. 

Fermanagh  County.  (4) 

Colonel  Mervyn  Archdall. 

Hon.  John  Willoughby  Cole, 
commonly  called  Lord  Vif- 
count  Cole. 

» ^ 

Borough  of  Ennifhillen. 

Hon.  Arthur  Cole  H miilton. 
Richard  Magennis,  Efq. 

Galway  County.  (8) 

Wm.  Power  Keatinge  Trench, 
Efq. 

Jofeph  Henry  Blake.  Efq. 

Borough  of  At  henry. 
Theophims  Blakeney.,  Efq. 
William  Blakeney,  Elq. 

Tcnun  of  Galzvay. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Sktfirigton 
Smyth,  Bart. 

Peter  Daly,  Efq. 

Borough  of  <Tuam. 

Sir  Thomas  Leighton,  Bart. 
Jonah  Bafrington,  Efq, 
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Kerry  County.  (8) 

John  Crofbie,  Efq. 

M.  Fitzgerald,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Ardfert. 
Robert  Day,  Efq. 

Richard  Archdall,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Dingle-Icouch. 
Richard  Boyle  Townfend,  Efq. 
John  Townfend,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Tralee. 

Sir  Boyle  Roche,  Bart. 
William  Fletcher,  Efq. 

Kildare  County,  (io) 

Hon:  Edward  Firz-Gerald, 

commonly  called  Lord  Ed- 
ward Fitz-Gerald. 

Maurice  Bagerial^  St.  Leger 
Keatinge,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Athy. 

Lieut.  Col.  Arthur  Ormfby. 
Frederick  John  Falkner,  Efq, 

Borough  of  Harrifovon. 
Arthur  Burdett,  Efq. 

Robert  La  Touche,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Kildare , 

Simon  Drgby,  Efq. 

Robert  Graydon,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Naas. 

Sir  James  Bond,  Bart. 


Kilkenny  County.  (x6) 

Right  Hon.  William  Brabazon 
Ponfonby. 

Hon.  Walter  Butler,  commonly 
called  Lord  Vif.  Thurles. 


Borough  of  Callart4 
William  Meeke,  Efq. 
Nathaniel  Warren,  Efq. 

Borough  of  St.  Canieet  alias 
Irijhto'wn. 

Right  Hon.  John  Monck  Mafon 
Right  Hon.  Sylvefter  Douglas. 

Borough  of  Innifioge . 
George  Ponfonby,  Efq. 

John  Lloyd,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Gotvrart. 
Patrick  Welch,  Efq. 

George  Dunbar,  Efq. 

City  of  Kilkenny. 

Hon.  John  Butler  Wandesford. 
James  Wemys,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Knocktopher . 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Hercules  Lang- 
riibe. 

Robert  Langriftie,  Efq. 

Borough  of  T homaftovM. 
George  Banbury,  Efq. 

George  Burdett,  Efq. 

King’s  County®  (6) 

Denis  Bowes  Daly,  Efq, 

Sir  Laurence  Parfons,  Bart. 

Borough  of  Banagher „ 
Edward  Hoare,  Efq. 

John  Metge,  Efq. 

Borough  of  PhilipfiowK, 
William  Sankey,  Efq. 

Captain  John  Longfield. 

Leitrim  County.  (6) 

Peter  La  Touche,  Efq. 

Right  Hon.  Theophilus  Jone?, 
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Borough  of  Car  rich. 

Hon.  Nathaniel  Clements. 
Nathaniel  Sneyd,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Jatneflonoru 
Right  Hon.  Arrhur  Wolfe. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Robert  King. 

Limerick  County.  (8) 

John  Waller,  Efq. 

Hon.  John  Maffey. 

Borough  of  Afkeyton. 

Sir  jofeph  Hoare,  Bart. 

Henry  Alexander,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Kilmalloch . 

Peter  Holmes,  Efq. 

Charles  William  Bury,  Efq. 

City  of  Limerick. 

John  Prendergaft  Smyth,  Efq. 
Charles  Vereker,  Efq. 

Londonderry  County.  (8) 

Hon.  Henry  Beresford,  com- 
monly called  Earl  of  Tyrone 
Right  Lion.  Thomas  Conoily.  i 

Borough  of  Coleraine . 

Wm.  Domville  Stanley  Monk, 
Efq. 

John  Staunton  Rochrort,  Efq. 

City  of  Londonderry. 
William  Lecky,  Efq. 

Sir  Geo.  Fitzgerald  Hill,  Bart. 

Borough  of  Newt  own- 1 i malady . 
Major  Hugh  Carncrofs. 

Richard  Trench,  Efq. 

Longford  County,  (io) 

Sir  W.  Gleadowe  Newcomen, 
Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Featherftone,  Bart. 


Borough  of  Grcnard. 
James  Ormfby  Vandeleur,  of 
Munfter  Nenagh,  Elq. 
Thomas  Pakenharn  Vandeleur, 
Efq. 

Borough  of  Lanefhorough . 
Stephen  Moore,  of  the  Barn, 
Efq. 

William  Smith,  Erq. 

Borough  of  Longford. 
Henry  Stewart,  Efq. 

Thomas  Pepper,  Efq. 

Borough  of  St.  John  flown. 
Hon.  George  Cavendifli. 

John  Taylor,  Efq. 

Louth  County,  (io) 

Rr.  Hon.  John  Fofter,  Speaker. 
Wm.  Charles  For.tefcue,  Efq. 

Borough  of  At  her  dee. 

Wm.  Parkin fon  Ruxton,  Efq. 
John  Wolfe,  of  Newlands,  Efq. 

Borougn  of  Car  ling  ford. 

Sir  Charles  Defvoeux,  Barr. 
James  Blaquiere,  Elq. 

B sough  of  Dundalk. 

Hon.  Robert  Jocelyn,  com- 
monly called  Lord  Vifcount 
Jocelyn. 

Hon.  George  Jocelyn, 

Borough  of  Dunleer. 
Nicholas  Coddington,  Efq. 
Hon.  Thomas  Henry  F oiler. 

Mayo  County.  (4) 

Right  Hon.  James  Cuffe. 

Right  Hon.  Denis  Browne. 
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B trough  of  Caflebar. 
Edward  Fitzgerald,  Efq. 
Lieut.  Col.  Francis  Craddock:. 

Meath  County.  (14) 

Hon.  Clotworthy  Taylor. 
Hamilton  Gorges,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Athboy. 

Hugh  Howard,  Efq. 

Thomas  Bligh,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Dtileek, 
William  Knott,  Efq. 

Char.  Montague  Ojmiby,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Kells. 

Hon.  Thomas  Pakenham. 

Hon.  Robert  Taylor, 

Bor  ough  of  Navan. 
jofeph  Preiton,  Efq. 

John  Preiton,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Ratoath. 
William  Irvine,  Efq. 

Gorges  Lowtber,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Trim. 

Hon.  Arthur  Wefley. 

Wm.  Arthur  Crolbie,  Efq. 

Monaghan  County.  (4) 

John  Montgomery,  Efq. 
Charles  Powell  Leflie,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Monaghan. 
Right  Hon.  Lieut.  General 
Robert  Cuninghame. 
Cromwell  Price,  Efq. 

Queen's  County.  (8) 

P.r.  Hon.  Sir  John  Parnell,  Bart 
John  Waj  burton,  Efq. 


Borough  of  Ballynakiih 
•Sir  John  Tydd,  Burt. 

Colonel  Eyre  Coote. 

Borough  of  Maryborough. 
Charles  Henry  Coote,  Elq, 
Hon.  John  Vefey. 

Borough  of  Port  Arlington. 
Hon.  Richard  Cavendiili. 
William  Browne,  Efq. 

Roscommon  County,  (8^ 

Sir  Edward  Crofton,  Bart. 
Arthur  French,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Boyle. 

Right  Hon.  Henrv  Kinq. 
Thomas  Tennifon,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Rof common. 
George  Sandtord,  Efq. 

Henry  Moore  Sandford,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Tuljh. 

Right  Hon.  James  Fitz-GeralcL 
Henry  Cope,  Efq. 

t 

Sligo  County.  (4} 

jo  Hi  u a Edward  Cooper,  Efq. 
Chaxjes  O’Hara,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Sligo. 

Robert  Wynne,  Efq. 

Owen  Wynne,  Efq. 

Tipperary  County.  (8) 

Daniel  Toler,  Efq. 

John  Bagwell,  Efq. 

City  of  Cajheh 
Richard  Pennefather,  Efq. 
William  Pennefather,  Efq. 
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Borough  of  Clonmell. 

Hon. ‘William  Moore. 

Hon.  John  Moore. 

Borough  of  Fethard. 
Thomas  Barton,  Efq. 

Daniel  Gahan,  Efq. 

Tyrone  Cocnty.  (io) 

James  Stewart,  Efq. 

Hon.  Thomas  Knox, 

Borough  of  Augher. 
Edmond  Stanley,  Elq. 

John  Stewart,  Elq. 

City  of  Clogher. 

Right  H on.  Thomas  Pelham. 
Richard  Townfend  Herbert, 
Efq. 

Borough  of  Dungannon. 
Hon.  George  Knox. 

James  Verner,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Ftrahane. 

Sir  John  Stewart  Hamilton, 
Bart. 

Hon.  Henry  Pomeroy. 

Waterford  County,  (io) 

Right  Hon.  John  Beresford. 
Sir  James  May,  Bart. 

Borough  of  Dungarvan. 
Marcus  Beresford,  E q. 


Borough  of  Li f more. 

Sir  Richard  Mu^grave,  Bart. 
Robert  Paul,  Efq. 


Borough  of  Callagh. 

John  Egan,  Efq. 

John  Brabazon  Ponfonby,  Efq* 

City  of  Waterford. 

Henry  Alcoek,  Efq. 

Robert  Shapland  Carew,  Efq. 

WTstmfath  County,  (io) 

✓ 

Hon.  Robert  Rochfort, 

William  Smyth,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Athlom. 

Sir  Richard  St.  George,  Barr. 
William  Handcock,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Fore. 

John  Macartney,  Efq. 

Richard  Magenis,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Kilheggan . 
Thomas  Burgh,  Efq. 

1 William  Sherlock,  Efq. 

Manor  MuUir.gar . 
Francis  Hardy,  Efq. 

Lieutenant  Col.  John  Doyle. 

Wexford  County.  (iS) 

j Hon.  John  Loftus,  common- 
ly called  Lord  Vifcount 
Loftus. 

Right  Hon.  George  Ogle. 

Borough  of  Banno*w. 
Ponfonb”  'Tottenham,  of  New 
Rofs,  Efq. 

Ephraim  Carroll,  Erq. 

Borough  of  Clonmlnes . 
Captain  Nicholas  Loftus  Tot- 
tenham, of  New  Rofs, 

Maj  or  Gen.  Charles  Euftace. 
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Borough  of  Ennifccrthy. 
Mountiford  Longfield,  Efq. 
Robert  Cornwall,  Efq. 

Borough  g/  Fethard. 
Colonel  William  Loftus. 

Luke  Fox,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Newboroughy  alias 
Gorey. 

Charles  Stanley  Monck,  Efq. 
John  Toler,  Efq. 

Borough  of  New  Rofs. 
Charles  Tottenham,  of  Bally- 
curry,  Efq. 

Robert  Leigh,  of  Rofe  Gar- 
land, Efq. 

Borough  of  T a ghmon. 
Warden  Flood,  Elq. 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  M'Donnell. 


Town  of  Wexford . 
Richard  Neville,  Eiq. 

Francis  Leigh.  Efq. 

Wicklow  County.  (fo). 

Nicholas  Weftby,  Efq. 

J William  Hume,  Efq 

Borough  of  Bdllinglajs. 
Hon.  John  Stratford. 

Hon.  Benj.  O’Neale  Stratford, 

Borough  of  Bleffinglon. 

John  Reilly,  Efq. 


Borough  of  Cary s fort. 
Sir  Thomas  Ofborne,  Bart. 
Charles  Ofborne,  Eiq. 

Borough  of  Wicklow. 
Edward  Tighe,  Elq. 
William  Tighe,  Efa. 
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Thursday,  January  21,  1796. 
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X HIS  day  the  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  the  laft  prorogation. 

At  twenty  minutes  pad  4 o’clock  the  Speaker  took  the  chair. 

A meffage  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  Bryan  Connor,  Efq. 
yeoman  ufher  of  the  black-rod,  that  it  was  his  Excellency’s  plea- 
fure  that  this  houfe  do  forthwith  attend  him  in  the  houfe  of  peers. 

The  Speaker,  attended  by  feveral  members,  went  up  accor- 
dingly, and  on  his  return,  and  having  refumed  the  chair,  informed 
the  houfe,  that  he  had  procured  a copy  of  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant’s  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  parliament ; which 
he  read  from  the  chair,  and  being  afterwards  read  by  the  clerk  at 
the  table,  was  as  follows: 

B 
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“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

“ I have  received  his  Majedy’s  commands  to  meet  you  in  Par- 
liament. 

“ It  gives  me  the  mod  fincere  fatisfaddion  to  be  authorized  to 
inform  you,  that  notwithdanding  the  advantages  which  the  enemy 
po defied  at  the  commencement  of  the  lad  year,  and  the  fuccedes 
which  attended  their  operations  in  the  former  parts  of  the  campaign, 
the  general  duration  of  affairs  is  on  the  whole  mod  effentially  im- 
proved. 

‘5  The  continued  and  brilliant  fuccedes  of  the  Audrlan  armies  up- 
on the  Rhine;  the  important  captures  of  the  cape  of  Good  Hope  and 
Trincothale  by  his  Majedy’s  forces,  and  the  decided  and  confirmed 
fuperiority  of  his  fleets,  are  circumdances  of  the  utmod  importance 
to  die  common  cauft  ; and  their  effect  is  drengthened  by  the  inter- 
nal didreffes,  the  ruined  commerce,  and  financial  embanaiTmenU  of 
the  enemy. 

“ The  crifis  lately  depending  in  France  has  led  to  an  order  of 
tilings  in  that  country,  fuch  as  will  induce  his  Majedy  to  meet 
any  difpoiition  to  negociation  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  with  an 
earned  defire  to  give  it  the  fulled  and  fpeedied  effect,  and  to  con- 
clude a treaty  of  general  peace  when  it  may  be  effected  on  jud  and 
luitabie  terms  for  himfclf  and  his  allies. 

<s  l ire  Treaty  of  commerce  between  his  Majedy  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  having  been  mutually  ratified  ; I have  or- 
dered copies  of  it  by  his  Majedy’s  command  to  be  laid  before  you. 

“ 1 have  the  pleafure  to  announce  to  you  that  Her  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Princefs  of  Wales,  has  been  happily  delivered  of  a 
Princefs  : an  event  which  by  giving  additional  liability  to  his  Ma- 
jeity’s  augud  houfe,  cannot  fail  to  afford  you  the  highed  fatisfa&ion. 


t( 


Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 


I obferve  with  the  fincered  pleafure  that  notwithdanding 
the  continued  preffure  of  the  war,  the  commerce  and  revenues  of 
this  kingdom  have  not  in  any  degree  fallen  from  that  flourifhing 
date  of  advancement,  which  in  the  lad  feffion  of  parliament  was 
a iubjedt  of  fuch  jud  congratulation.  This  circumdance  affords 
a decifive  proof  that  your  profperity  is  founded  on  a folid  bails, 
and  leads  me  to  indulge  the  flattering  hope,  that  whatever  additi- 
onal burthens  you  may  find  it  neceffary  to  impofe  will  not  be 
materially  felt  by  the  people. 

“ I have  ordered  the  public  accounts  and  edimates  for  the  en- 
fuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you,  and  have  no  doubt  of  your  rea- 
ch* nets  to  provide  fuch  l applies  as  a due  fenfe  of  the  exigencies  of 
the  kingdom  dial!  fugged,  and  a wife  policy  of  ilrengthening  his 
Majedy’s  exertions  for  procuring  a folid  and  permanent  peace  fhall 
appear  to  render  neceffary 

“ Mv 
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(e  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

iC  It  is  with  regret  I feel  myfelf  obliged  to  advert  to  thofe  fecret 
and  treafonable  affociations,  the  dangerous  extent  and  malignity 
of  which  have  in  fome  degree  been  dilclofed  on  feveral  trials,  and 
to  the  disturbances  which  have  taken  place  in  fome  parts  cf  the 
kingdom.  It  has  at  the  fame  time  been  a fource  of  great 
fatisfadtion  to  me,  to  obferve  the  fuccefsful  and  meritorious 
exertions  of  the  Magiftrates  in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  alacrity  which  his  majedy’s  regular  and  militia  forces  have 
univerfally  manifedcd  in  aid  of  the  civil  power,  whenever  they 
have  been  called  upon  for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace  and  fupport 
of  the  laws.  It  remains  for  your  prudence  and  wifdorn  to  devife  fucli 
meafnres  as,  together  with  a continuance  of  thofe  exertions,  and 
the  additional  powers,  which,  by  the  advice  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil, I have  thought  it  neceffary  to  eftablifli  in  different  counties, 
will  prevent  the  return  of  fimilar  exceffes,  and  redore  a proper 
reverence  for  the  law  of  the  country. 

“ The  fuperior  and  increasing  importance  of  the  agriculture 
and  manufactures,  and  particularly  of  the  linen  manuladture  of 
the  kingdom,  will  command  your  accudomed  fupport.  Under  the 
prefent  lituation  oi  Europe  you  cannot  tail  to  attend  with  peculiar 
vigilance  to  the  general  date  of  provifions  ; and  if  circumftances 
ill  a 1 1 at  any  time  render  your  interpofition  aavifeable,  I have  no 
doubt  of  your  adopting  inch  meafnres  as  fit  all  bed  apply  to  the 
exilting  neceffity  cf  the  times. 

“ I am  alio  defirous  of  pointing  your  attention  to  the  Protedant 
charter  fchools  and  other  inffitutions  of  public  charity  and  improve- 
ment. 

“ Your  unanimity  and  zeal  can  never  be  of  more  importance 
than  at  the  prefent  crifis,  in  order  to  imprefs  the  enemy  with  a 
thorough  conviction  of  the  refources  of  his  Majedy’s  kingdoms, 
and  to  procure  a favourable  termination  to  your  honourable  efforts. 
His  Majedy  has  the  fulled  reliance  on  your  drmnefs.and  attachment, 
and  on  the  fortitude,  fpirit,  and  perfeverance  of  his  people. 

“ It  will  be  my  ambition,  as  it  is  my  duty,  to  reprefent  your 
zeal  in  his  Iviajedy’s  fewice  ; and  it  will  be  my  perfonal  and  mod 
anxious  vvilh  to  co-operate  with  your  efforts  in  the  common  caufe 
in  which  we  are  all  equally  engaged  and  interested,  and  my  ut- 
mod  endeavours  fnall  be  ufed  to  fecure  the  happinefs  and  prof- 
perity  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  protedd  and  maintain  its  mod 
excellent  Conditution. 

Lord  Tyrone  rofe  to  move  an  addrefs  to  his  Majedy,  exprefflve 
of  their  attachment  to  the  bed  of  fovereigns,  to  our  mod  excellent 
conditution,  and  to  a monarchical  for m of  government.  After  ad- 
verting  to  the  fituation  of  a neighbouring  kingdom,  which  had 
been  brought  to  a date  of  anarchv  and  confufion,  and  to  the  daring 
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outrage  which  had  been  committed  on  the  perfon  of  our  beloved 
fovereign,  and  exprefiing  his  abhorrence  at  an  attack  of  fo  atro- 
cious a nature,  he  moved  the  addrefs,  which  was,  as  ufual,  nearly 
the  echo  of  the  fpeach. 

Col.  Foster,  in  a fhort  fpeech  fcconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  that  the  addrefs,  as  far  as  exprefiing  our 
abhorrence  at  rhe  daring  outrage  committed  on  the  perfon  of 
our  fovereign,  and  as  far  as  exprefiing  our  congratulations  on  the 
increafe  of  his  domeftic  happinefs,  and  as  far  as  it  went  to  compli- 
ment Lord  Camden,  it  met  with  his  approbation  ; but  that  part  of 
the  addrefs  which  exprefled  a confidence  in  the  prefent  adminiflra- 
tion,  met  with  his  decided  ditapprobation.  He  faid  that  Ireland 
has  not  been  treated  with  refpeht.  The  people  of  Ireland  were 
loyal  to  their  fovereign,  and  how  have  they  been  treated  ? The  fyf- 
tem  of  the  Britifh  Mmifier  has  been  to  treat  us  uniformly  with 
infolence  and  contumely  ; and  the  fyfiem  of  the  adminiflration  for 
thefc  ieveral  yeais  pad  has  been  profligate  and  corrupt.  He  now 
took  a retrofpeit  of  the  adminiflration  of  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham, who  was  lent  over  here  to  promife  that  which  he  did  not 
perform. — He  adverted  to  the  fale  of  Peerages,  for  the  purpofe  of 
obtaining  a corrupt  and  undue  influence  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
which  had  been  part  of  the  fyflem  of  the  Buckingham  adminiftra- 
tion  ; he  next  adverted  to  the  difpenfing  power  of  a former  Lord 
Lieutenant  (the  Earl  of  We(lmorland)  to  takeaway  the  army  from 
this  kingdom,  contrary  to  law,  which  fhould  always  confid  of  an 
effective  force  of  i 2000  men  lor  the  home  defence,  and  which  in 
the  months  of  June,  July,  Auguft,  September,  October,  and  No- 
vember, were  con  fide  rabl  y under  that  number.  In  the  American 
war  we  had  been  lelt  naked,  and  in  the  French  war  we  had  been 
left  naked:  thefe  were  two  impeachable  crimes  under  the  Britifh 
adminillration. 

He  reprobated  the  condtnlfl  of  a former  adminiflration  towards 
the  Catholics  of  this  country  : the  hornets  of  government  were  fent 
out  to  the  different  county  grand  juries  in  order  to  procure  ad- 
drtffes  and  resolutions  to  wail  out  the  Catholics  from  the  conditu- 
t.on,  as  the  Enghfh  had  formerly  walled  out  the  Scotch,  and  the 
Chmefe  the  Tartars.  Tie  Lid  that  the  Briti/h  cabinet,  during 
t,*e  adminidratibii  of  Lord  Fit/.william,  had  broken  faith  with 
this  country. — He  reprobated  the  conduct  of  Lord  Weftmorland 
in  granting  the  reverfion  of  every  capital  employment  in  this  king- 
dom, after  his  fucceffor  had  been  appointed  ; and  that  during  his 
adminillration,  fourteen  new  employments  had  been  created,  and 
l.uriccn  reverflons  granted  away  ; this  fyllem  he  reprobated  in 
i _ry  drong  and  fevtre  terms : he  laid  that  the  condudT  of  the  Britifh 
cabinet  towards  this  country  was  influenced  by  falfe  witnefies 
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againft  Ireland  ; by  bad  Viceroys,  who  bad  aCled  in  their  admini- 
ftration  unfavourable  to  Ireland;  and  if  not  by  bad  Viceroys,  the 
Britifh  cabinet  was  influenced  by  clerks,  by  i pies,  and  by  runners. 

Having  dwelt  for  fome  time  on  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh  cabinet 
towards  this  country,  which  hath  drained  itfelf  of  its  men  and  money 
for  the  fupport  of  Great  Britain,  he  contrafted  the  condudl  of  the 
Britilh  cabinet  towards  other  countries.  The  Britifh  minifler  of- 
fered one  million  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  the  king  of 
Prufiia  for  the  fupply  of  32.000  men  ; the  king  of  Prufiia 
takes  the  money,  and  afterwards  makes  peace  with  the  French 
republic  : he  fubfidizes  the  king  of  Sardinia  at  an  expence  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  annually,  in  order  to  defend  himftrf.  He 
next  alluded  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  who,  after  being  defeat- 
ed at  the  battle  of  Jemappe,  had  furrendered  Luxemburgh,  and 
bein«:  driven  out  of  the  low  countries  had  a loan  granted  to  him 
by  the  Britifh  minifler  of  four  millions  fieri  ing.  He  faid  he  fhould 
take  no  notice  of  the  conduct  of  Holland,  nor  of  that  ardent  lady 
the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia.  He  mentioned  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh 
minifter  towards  America,  where  he  was  obliged  to  llrike;  and  allud- 
ing to  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  the  Americans  by  that  treaty,  were  allowed  to  trade  to 
our  pofiefiions  in  both  the  Eaft  and  Well  Indies. 

He  compared  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh  minifter  to  that  of  a 
drunken  bully,  who  (hikes  Ireland  as  he  was  running  away  from 
France  ; he  charged  the  Britifli  minifter  with  fwindling  Ireland 
out  of  her  revenue ; and  he  infilled  that  a crime  againft  Ireland 
was  a crime  againft  the  empire  at  large.  At  the  very  time  that 
Holland  was  gone  ; that  Prufiia  had  deferted  us  ; that  Spain  had 
lowered  her  tone,  her  armies  defeated,  and  her  fovertign  tottering 
on  his  throne,  and  made  a peace  with  the  French  republic,  at  this 
very  time  the  Britifh  minifter  thought  fit  to  infult  Ireland: — after 
animadverting  in  very  pointed  terms,  on  the  conduCl  of  the  Britifh 
cabinet  towards  America,  when  it  was  under  the  dominion  of  En- 
gland, he  concluded  a fpeech  of  coufiderable  length  with  moving 
an  amendment  to  the  addrefs,  nearly  to  the  following  purport : 

“ That  we  fhall  pay  the  utmoft  attention  to  every  meafure  for 
the  purpofe  of  preferving  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  country, 
and  to  amend  the  condition  of  the  lower  defenption  of  the  people 
in  this  kingdom  ; with  a view  to  render  the  connection  between  the 
two  countries  the  more  endearing,  and  to  enable  us  more  cheerfully 
to  contribute  to  filch  burdens  as  fhall  be  impofed  upon  us,  we  hum- 
bly befeech  his  Majefty  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  recom- 
mend to  his  Parliament  in  England,  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  for 
the  admifiion  of  the  manufactures  of  this  kingdom  into  the  ports  of 
Great  Britain  on  terms  not  lefs  advantageous  than  what  manufac-r 
tures  of  Great  Britain  are  admitted  into  the  ports  of  this  king- 
dom,” * 
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Mr.  Vandeleur  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Archdall  faid,  he  could  not  but  congratulate  the  Houfe 
on  the  profpedl  they  now  had  of  a fhort  and  unanimous  Sefiion  ; 
tor  it  was  plain  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Oppofition  mult  have  but 
very  few  quell  ions  indeed  to  bring  forward  for  their  pmpofe,  when, 
in  order  to  make  fotne  debate  in  Parliament,  or  rather  lome  difcon- 
tent  among  the  people,  even  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  forced 
to  have  recourfe  to  topics  and  arguments,  fo  often  repeated  and 
refuted  before.  He  faid,  there  was,  however,  one  part  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman’s  Ipeech  to  which  he  was  impatient  to  reply,  as 
it  was  what  mult  have  made  fome  impreiTion  on  the  Houfe  ; and 
that  was  the  readinefs  and  ralhnefs  with  which,  in  fpeaking  of  the 
Earl  of  Wellmorland,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  talked  of 
impeachment,  when  he  mud  be  aware  that  if  any  impeachable 
character  exilted,  it  was  he  himfelf  who  ough-t  to  be  impeached; 
of  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  fo  aware  lad  Seffion, 
that  mod  of  it  palled  over  in  lilence,  but  now  he  was  fo  audacious 
to  Ipeak  as  he  did.  (Exprefiions  of  difapprobation  from  the  other 
fide)  Mr.  Archdall  faid,  if  the  Rt.  Lion.  Gentleman  had  been 
permitted  to  nfe  the  word  c*  infolent,”  why  fhould  not  he  be  per- 
mitted to  ufe  the  word  “ audacious  ?”  When  he  was  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  Grattan,  who  faid,  that  though  he  had  certainly  applied 
the  word  infolent  to  the  Englilh  Cabinet,  who  were  not  in  that 
Houfe,  it  was  unparliamentary  in  Mr.  Archcall  to  apply  fuch  a 
word  as  audacious  to  a member  in  debate  ; however,  he  very  can- 
didly defired  he  might  go  on. 

Mr.  Archdall  faid,  he  would  declare  the  reafon  why  he  thought 
if  any  body  Ihould  be  impeached,  it  fnould  be  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman,  and  that  would  be  for  [edition.  Pie  faid  that  though 
lie  had  the  utmoit  perfonal  refpedl  for  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  knew  very  well  what  he  had  done  for  the  country,  yet 
as  a public  man  fpeaking  on  a public  fubjedt,  and  as  an  independant 
man  though  on  the  fide  of  Government,  he  would  fpeak  his  mind  ; 
and  was  lenfible  that  he  fometimes  dared  to  fpeak  what  other  peo- 
ple were  content  only  to  think.  Here  Mr.  Archdall  mentioned 
Mr.  Grattan’s  Anfwer  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Addrefs ; which, 
he  faid  had  been  called  “ a manly,  a feafonable,  and  a conflituticnal 
addrefs.”  Pic  afked,  if  it  was  conditutional  in  fuch  a bufmefs,  to 
pafs  by  Parliament,  and  appeal  to.,  the  People  ? If  it  was  fea- 
fonablt,  at  fuch  a time,  to  turn  the  Peoples  thoughts  from  their 
enemies  abroad,  into  animofity  againll  their  countrymen  at  home  ? 
And  in  the  exhortation  to  injlantly  embrace  and  greatly  emancipate,  if 
it  was  manly  fo  to  write  ? that  if  [edition  is  not  meant,  it  is  at 
lead  expreffed. — PL  was  going  on,  when  here  the  Speaker  inter- 
fered, obferving  that  all u lions  to  luch  things  were  not  to  the  quef- 
tion  then  before  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Archdall  apologized,  and  begged 
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pardon  of  the  Chair,  to  whofe  correction  he  faid  he  fhould  fubmit 
as  became  him  ; but  regretted  that  it  had  not  interfered  before 
with  fome  of  the  allufions  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  who 
had  mentioned,  he  faid,  an  abfent  Executive,  but  who  fhould  not 
forget  that  there  was  a prefent  Executive  ; tor  whoever  talked  of 
impeachments,  and  aiming  a blow  at  the  neck  of  the  Earl  of 
Weftmorland,  fhould  firft  think  and  tremble  for  his  own. 

Sir  Hercules  Langrishe  fpoke  againft  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Osborne  oppofed  the  amendment : — It  looked,  he  faid^ 
ungracious  and  unkind  in  Ireland,  at  a moment  when  {he  was  of- 
fering her  fupport  to  the  Empire,  to  (lipulate  and  bargain  with 
the  Crown,  and  to  hold  it  out  to  the  enemy  that  her  fupport  and 
afiiftance  were  merely  conditional. 

Mr.  W.  Tighe  fuppoEed  the  amendment  and  reprobated  the 
war. 

Mr.  Duquery  faid,  that  the  only  objeClioh  he  had  heard  againft 
his  Right  Hon.  Friend’s  amendment,  for  the  principle  of  it  was 
on  all  hands  admitted,  was  the  ftale  and  hacknied  excule — that  this 
was  not  a proper  time  ; every  time  was  improper  in  the  eyes  of  the. 
Britifh  Minifter,  when  Ireland  was  to  be  advantaged  ; but  the 
moment  of  grievance  was  always  the  proper  moment  of  redrefs  ; if 
the  arrangement  of  our  commerce  were  pollponed  until  alter  the  war, 
the  fame  excufe  would  be  offered.  A young  gentleman  had  indeed, 
declared  that  after  the  war  he  bimfelf  would  bring  forward  fuel)  a 
meafure  ; but  was  this  a reliance  for  the  people  of  Ireland  to  depend 
upon,  and  renounce  the  prefent  opportunity  of  claiming  their 
rights?  Her  free  trade  and  free  conftitution  had  been  claimed  and 
admitted  in  time  of  war,  and  peace  was  always  the  period  when 
attempts  were  made  to  deprive  her  of  them.  The  fit  nation  of  the 
war  had  been  mentioned  as  a pro!peu>us  one  by  that  young  Gen- 
tleman, who  feemed  to  ad  as  Minifter  j youth  fhould  fpeak  with 
modefty,  and  ignorance  with  referve.  He  would  aik  him  what 
was  our  profperous  fituation  ? was  it  to  be  found  in  the  deletion 
of  Prufiia,  which  had  taken  place  fince  laft  feftion  ; in  the  peace 
f ' *e  by  Spain?  or  in  the  accefiion  of  Holland  to  the  French 
We  had,  it  was  true,  obtained  by  our  allies  two  very  doubtfij 
advantages,  perhaps  victories,  and  two  exhaufted  armies  were  novy 
reding  upon  their  arms,  and  the  Emperor  probably  withdrawing 
from  the  alliance  of  Great  Britain  ; we  had  taken  from  our  unhap- 
py friends,  the  Dutch,  two  fettlements  in  the  Fail  Indies  ; but  thefe 
could  not  be  deemed  acquifitions;  they  could  only  ferve  to  foothe  the 
minds  of  an  exafperated  enemy  upon  the  conclufton  of  a peace,  by 
reftoring  them  to  their  original  pofftftbrs. — Mr.  Duquery  then  pro- 
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ceeded  to  flate  the  diflreftes  of  the  poor,  and  the  inequality  be- 
tween England  and  this  country  in  point  of  trade,  and  concluded 
by  declaring  that  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  C orry  faid,had  he  fpoke  before  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  juft  lac  down,  he  might  have  hoped  to  lhare  the  admonitions 
which  he  has  bellowed  on  his  two  honourable  friends  who  fpoke 
on  this  fide  of  the  Houfe.  When  the  Hon.  Gentleman  objedled 
to  the  argument  of  this  being  an  improper  time  for  the  motion 
propofed,  it  mud  be  recollebitd  that  his  invariable  oppofition  to 
the  War,  and  whatever  related  to  it,  mud  make  all  times  proper  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  for  clogging  that  fubjedl  with  any 
motion  whatever;  but  the  houfe  would  con  fider  that  argument,  he 
hoped,  as  it- had  been  really  and  drongly  dated,  that  to  vote  the 
amendment  propofed  at  the  fame  time  that  they  were  about  to  carry 
to  the  Throne  an  Addreis,  expreffing  the  loyalty  of  Ireland,  and 
their  hearty  concurrence  in  aid  of  his  Majefty’s  arms,  would  be  a 
qualification  and  a rnifreprefentation  of  that  Spirit  and  liberality 
which  he  trailed  the  Houfe  would  not  fail  to  avow.  The  Hon. 
Gentleman  in  adverting  to  the  fpeech  of  his  Hon.  Friend  near 
him,  (Mr.  Stewart),  had  ufed  exprtffions  which,  he  trufted,  were 
more  fevere  than  on  relkSlion  he  would  repeat.  After  having 
dubbed  his  Hon.  Friend  a Mmiller  of  his  own  authority,  to  make 
him  an  object  worthy  of  his  attack,  as  the  giant  obliges  Don 
Belianus  to  undergo  the  ceremony  of  knighthood  before  he  would 
engage  him,  he  had  faid  that  youth  ought  to  Jpeak  with  modejly  ; and 
ignorance  with  referve.  He  was  fure  the  Houfe  would  think  both 
thofe  itriclures  very  improperly  applied  to  his  Hon.  Friend,  who 
had  always  given  the  Itrongelt  proofs  of  good  fenfe  and  information, 
whenever  he  fpoke  in  that  lioufe.  The  Hon  Gentleman  had, 
however,  proceeded  to  put  to  his  Hon.  Friend  fome  queftions 
respecting  the  improvement  of  the  Hate  of  the  empire. 

Mr.  Cony  then  enumerated  the  force  fent  to  the  Weft;  Indies  ; 
the  taking  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Tricomale;  the  with- 
crawincr  of  the  Britifh  army  from  the  continent  ; the  ftate  of  the 
Britifti  Navy,  and  the  annihilation  of  that  of  France,  with  the; 
acceflion  of  the  Navy  of  Holland,  and  with  the  withdrawing  of 
that  of  Spain  ; the  failure  of  French  refources — and  of  their  forced 
loan  : whilft  the  conttft  in  England  was,  what  competition 
fhould  have  the  immenfe  loan  of  the  year  there.  He  then  advert- 
ed to  the  fpeech  of  the  right  PJon.  Mover,  which  was,  he  faid, 
of  all  the  fpteehes  he  had  ever  heard  the  leaft  calculated  to  Sup- 
port the  motion  with  which  it  had  concluded:  Every  topic  had 
been  introduced  fiom  the  period  of  the  American  War — departed 
Lord  Lieutenants,  and  Adminiftrations  long  Since  clofed,  had 
been  arraigned  ; the  anceftors  of  one  had  been  called  from  the 
grave  to  make  up  the  charges  againlt  him  — but  he  congratulated 
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the  Houfe  and  the  Country  that  not  one  word  had  been  faid  againft 
tbe  adual  Chief  Governor,  nor  the  exilling  Government  : a proof 
that  the  ingenuity  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  however  in 
dating  what  he  called  the  infolence  and  perfidy  of  the  Britilh 
Minilter,  had  mifreprefented  one  point  fo  much,  that  he  could  not 
help  obferving  upon  it  ; though  he  was  convinced  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  done  fo  not  from  the  fm.alleft  intention  to  miltate, 
but  from  want  of  recollection  : he  meant  the  American  Treaty, 
which  was  Hated  as  putting  that  country  in  a better  lituation  than 
Ireland  ; that  treaty,  he  muft  obferve,  whatever  it  was,  was  equal 
to  Ireland  as  to  Great  Britain  ; and  what  fort  of  treaty  it  was 
would  be  judged  from  this,  that  in  America  it  had  been  arraigned 
and  condemned  in  variety  of  publications  ; in  relolutions  of  mer- 
chants— of  towns  and  of  States,  as  not  bearing  any  reciprocity  of 
advantage  in  favour  of  America. 

O # # 

He  then  Hated  in  what  manner  it  impofed  new  refiridtions  on 
the  Amer’can  trade  to  the  EaH  and  to  the  WeH  Indies,  with  the 
colonies  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  advantages  to  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  in  common,  America  giving  up,  amongft  other 
things,  the  right  of  exporting  a fingle  article  whatfoever  of  Weft 
India  produce,  even  from  her  own  States,  to  Europe  ; and  there- 
fore the  comparifon  made  between  the  lituation  of  America  and 
Ireland  under  the  treaty,  was  not  warranted'  by  the  fads  : and 
fince  the  regulations  were  fuch  as  it  was  laid  had  loft  to  Mr.  Jay, 
who  negotiated  the  treaty,  (and  who  afpired,  as  it  was  laid,  to 
the  fucceffion  of  Prefident  of  the  United  States',  a great  portion 
of  his  popularity  and  weight  at  the  head  of  a party,  if  report 
fpeak  true,  and  were  fuch  as,  fhould  they  in  the  fame  manner  be 
offered  to  Ireland,  muft  long  fince  have  roufed  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  and  this  Houfe,  he  muft  therefore  obferve,  that  the 
ground  of  charge  of  the  infolence  and  perfidy  of  the  Britifli 
Minifter  was  totally  gone.  The  prefent  time  was  not,  he  fa  id,  fit 
for  going  into  the  charges  againft  Lord  Buckingham  and  his 
fucceffor,  Lord  Weftmorland  ; but  for  one,  he  fhouid  be  ready  to 
enter  on  the  defence  of  both  whenever  they  fhould  be  fairly  the 
quefiion  with  the  Houfe  ; and  when  he  took  that  occafion  of 
avowing  himfelf  the  friend  and  fupporter  of  both  thofe  departed 
Governors,  the  Houfe  would  do  him  the  juftice  to  obferve,  that 
he  was  not  facrificing  to  a dual  power,  nor  Handing  up  the  pro- 
feffed  panegyrift  of  a reigning  Viceroy.  Though  no  man  more 
fmcerely  wifhed  the  profperity  of  the  country  than  himfelf,  the 
happinefs  of  the  people,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  trade  which 
the  amendment  pointed  at,  yet,  he  thought  it  an  amendment 
improper  to  be  added  to  the  Addrefs,  and  for  that  impropriety  he 
gave  the  motion  his  decided  negative. 

Mr.  Fletcher  fupported  the  amendment. 
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Mr.  Barrington  oppofed  it. 

Mr.  Curran  declared  that  he  never  had  voted  for  the  war  ; 
he  had  ever  avoided  the  fubjed,  left  he  fhoald  be  confidered  as 
holding  encouragement  to  the  enemy  by  reprobating  its  origin  ' 
and  continuance.  He  could  not  join  in  the  Addrefs  of  Congratu- 
lation, as  that  congratulation  was  to  arife  from  the  deftru&ion  of 
the  commerce  of  twenty-four  millions  of  human  creatures,  and 
the  exhaufted  condition  of  the  mod  beautiful  region  of  the  earth. 
He  then  proceeded  to  give  a ridiculous  pidlure  of  the  modern  <art 
of  war  in  a veiy  impafiioned  manner,  when  he  was  called  to 
order  by 

Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford,  who  obferved,  that  the  learned  Gentle- 
man was  not  ipeaking  at  all  to  the  fubjetft  of  debate  ; he  might 
take  out  his  play  book,  and  recite  any  paftage  of  it  with  as  much 
reference  to  the  fubiedt  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Curran  proceeded,  and  having  gone  through  the  fame 
topics  which  had  been  urged  before  by  his  fide  of  the  Houfe,  he 
obferved,  that  if  bad  fpeaking  were  a breach  of  order,  he  was  forry  ; 
but  he  was  certain  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman  would  exhibit  fuch  a 
contrail  as  would  give  the  Houfe  more  pleafure  than  it  received 
pain  from  him.  As  to  his  play-book,  he  would  juft  inform  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  that  the  fcene  of  the  grave-diggers \ were  not  to 
be  fopnd  in  it. 

Mr.  Beresford  thanked  the  Gentleman  for  the  imaginary 
oratory  which  he  had  conferred  on  him.  How,  or  why  he  had 
introduced  his  grave-diggers,  he  could  not  tell  ; but  now  that  he 
had  them  there,  he  would  advife  him  to  employ  them  in  burying 
the  hiftory  of  the  purple  couch . 

Sir  Edward  Newenham  faid,  he  would  not  have  fpoken  in 
this  Debate  but  to  fay  a few  words  in  reply  to  the  eloquent,  yet 
violent,  the  anti-conciljating  and  eminently  loyal  philippic  juft 
delivered  by  the  Hon.  and  Learned  Member  (Mr.  Curran)  ; that 
learned  Member  had  dwelt  much  on  the  expenditure  of  i oo  milli- 
ons by  England,  and  on  the  drawing  ioo,ooq  men  out  of  this 
kingdom  ; he  felt  and  regretted  the  lofs  of  lives  in  a peculiar  man- 
ner, for  he  was  among  the  fufferers  ; he  ftk  for  the  relatives  of 
tiiofe  brave  foldiers  and  failors  who  fell  gloriaufly  fighting  for  their 
King  and  Country.  Can  a nation  with  fuch  extended  dominions, 
defend  them  without  the  lofs  of  men  and  expenditure  of  money  ? 
Could  the  learned  Member  deem  it  a lofs  that  ioo  millions  were 
expended  to  ftcure  the  Throne  of  our  Sovereign,  defend  our  Re- 
ligion, Laws,  and  Conftitutlon  l We  were  forced  into  the  war  ; 
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had  wc  not  defended  ourfelves,  we  fhould  have  become  a defolated 
colony  to  France  ; the  expenditure  of  thofe  100  millions  at  the 
proper  crifis,  laved  the  future  expenditure  of  500  millions  ; by  it 
we  fecured  that  trade  which  is  now  repaying  the  expence  : why- 
then  talk  of  the  lofs  of  money,  when  our  all  depended  on  it  l 
The  idea  is  too  puerile.  Sir  Edward  here  addrelfcd  himfelf  par- 
ticularly to  the  Speaker,  and  obferved,  that  if  thofe  millions,  fo 
much  regretted  by  the  learned  Member,  had  not  been  expended, 
and  had  not  thofe  100,000  brave  heroes  fought  for  us,  the  chair 
he  now  fo  faithfully  filed  would  be  occupied  by  a Popifii 
Delegate  from  the  St.  Francis  Chapel  Convention  : and  that  the 
places  of  fuch  of  us  as  are  real  Proteftants,  would  be  ufurptd 
by  a part  of  that  Convention  ; the  Viceregal  Chair  at  the 
Caltle,  now  fo  honourably  filled  by  that  Proteftant  and  truly 
venerated  Nobleman,  Earl  Camden,  would  be  converted  into 
thrones  for  five  tyrants,  for  fuch  the  five  Kings  (mifcailed  Direc- 
tors) of  France  are  : thefe  puppets  are  under  the  controul  of  16 
Members  of  the  Houfe  of  500.  He  afierted  it,  and  that  he  knew 
it  from  the  bell  authority;  that  the  prefent  rulers  are  not  fincere  in 
their  wiflies  for  fuch  a peace  as  England  could,  with  fafety,  (loop1 
to  make:  by  a haflv  peace  you  would  engraft  a ten  years  war. 
No  peace — no  fufpenfion  of  arms — until  we  reduce  nearly  all  the 
French  and  Dutch  fettlements  in  the  Eaflern  and  Weftern  Indies,- 
and  that  the  Britifh  flag  reigns  triumphant  in  every  quarter ; 
then,  and  then  only,  will  we  have  a depot  for  a fecure  and  honoura- 
ble peace.  It  would  be  folly  in  the  extreme  to  give  them  time  to 
.refit  their  navy,  orrellore  their  nearly  exhausted  finances. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fpoke  again!!  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  there  was  no  fedition  in  his  expreffiotv 

to  inftantly  embrace,  and  greatly  emancipate  All  he  meant 
was,  that  the  people  fhould  be  thoroughly  emancipated,  and  then 
be  thoroughly  and  peaceably  united  ; that  if  Mr.  Archdall,  who 
icemed  to  have  fome  turns  and  talents  about  him,  thought  it  was 
fedition,  why  did  he  not  follow  it  up  by  a profecution  ? His  not 
doing  fo  was  like  the  quick  lightning  and  the  bold  thunder  in  the 
play  which  Mr.  Bayes  reprefented  in  dumbnefs. 

On  a divifion  the  numbers  were, 


For  the  Amendment, 
Again!!  it 

Majority  again!!  it 
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Lora  Boyle,  after  a hnndfome  preface,  moved  an  Addrefs  t© 
ihe  Lord  Lieutenant  ; he  was  feconded  byJMr.  Ogle. 

The  Addrefs  was  carried  unanimoudy. 

I 

The  Attorney  General  called  the  attention  of  Gentle- 
men to  a fubjedt  which  he  meant  to  introduce,  the  diflurbances  in 
fome  parts  of  the  country  ; thefe  diflurbances  had  exilled  fince 
January  179.0,  notwithflanding  what  had  been  faid  of  their  having 
arifen  from  the  rejection  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Bill  : to  check 
thefe  offences  he  would  introduce  a bill,  and  in  that  bill  perhaps,  or 
in  a feparate  bill,  would  have  a claufe  to  indemnify  certain  Magif- 
trates  and  others  who  adted  for  the  public  good,  though  not 
exactly  under  the  exifling  laws,  in  fupprefhng  theie  diflurbances. 
He  had  mentioned,  upon  his  return  from  fome  profecutions  which 
were  carried  on  about  three  years  ago,  his  intention  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  make  a confpiracy  to  murder  felony  : He  had  hoped  that 
this  declaration  would  in  fome  meafure  check  the  evil  ; but  he  was 
forry  to  fay  it  had  not  : confpiracies  to  murder  were  frequent  now, 
and  the  idea  of  affaffination  as  familiar  as  that  offowling:  this  had 
been  too  manifefl  in  recent  and  lamentable  examples  ; and  even  in 
the  city  of  Dublin,  confpiracies  to  affahinate  were,  as  he  had  indu- 
bitable proof,  become  very  frequent. 

Mr.  Curran  faid  he  had  avoided  this  particular  fubjedt  on  this 
<]ay,  but  now  that  it  was  mentioned,  he  wi filed  to  know  the  ex- 
tent and  nature  of  that  delinquency  which  it  was  intended  to 
indemnify  ? 

Mr.  M.  Berk sford  faid,  the  word  delinquency  was  not  appli- 
cable to  the  perions  intended  ; a part  of  the  country  was  alarm- 
ingly diflurhed  ; the  Magiilrates  and  others  invefted  with  power 
had,  in  order  to  prevent  the  necefiity  of  proclaiming  martial  law 
univerfally,  adied  in  that  particular  diflridt,  as  if  martial  law  were 
proclaimed  : this  conduit,  fo  far  from  being  delinquency,  was 
juftifhble  and  laudable,  and  of  happy  confequence  in  the- event. 

The  feveral  (landing  orders  of  the  Houfe  were  then  renewed, 
feveial  olhcial  papers  prefented,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 


Friday, 
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Friday,  January  22,  1796. 

The  Addreffes  to  the  King  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  were  re- 
ported by  the  Committees,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hoare  moved,  “ That  the  order  of  lad  fefiion  relative  to 
Mr  Henry  Ottiwell,  be  read.” — The  order  was  read. 

Mr.  Hoare  then  moved,  “ That  Henry  Ottiwell  be  taken  in- 
to the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms.” 

Right  Honourable  John  Beresford  faid,  that  as  one  of  the 
board  with  which  Mr.  Ottiwell’s  bargain  was  made,  and  which 
public  report  had  implicated  in  the  bulinefs  relating  to  him  : and 
as  it  had  been  even  infinuated  that  he  himfclf  in  particular  had 
been  involved  in  the  bulinefs,  he  could  not  let  pafs  this  opportu- 
nity, which  was  the  fir (t  he  had,  of  faying  a few  words  upon  the 
fubjedf.  He  confefied,  he  faid,  that  he  was  a member,  perhaps 
too  an  a&ive  member  of  that  board,  fo  far  as  related  to  the  New 
Bridge  and  New  Cuftom-houfe  ; but  the  Houfe  would  do  him  the 
kindnefs  to  recoiled!,  that  it  was  at  the  earned  delire  of  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  the  Members  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  that  he 
became  one  ; that  feveral  perfons  had  before  undertaken  the  fame 
objedt  and  failed  ; and  that,  perhaps,  but  for  his  particular  exer- 
tions, nothing  would  have  been  done  in  companion  to  what  had 
been  done.  It  had  been  infinuated  that  he  had  been  engaged  with 
Mr.  Ottiwell  in  this  bulinefs  ; for  his  part,  he  molt  folemnly  de- 
nied it : he  knew  nothing  of  Mr.  Ottiwell’s  bargain  further  than 
as  a member  of  the  board  ; and  as  far  as  he  could  judge  of  others, 
he  could  lay  the  fame  of  every  other  member  of  the  board.  The 
circumftances  of  this  tranfadtion  he  would  not  now  go  into.  The 
perverfion  of  the  dory  appeared  in  general  to  be  this  : That  Mr. 
Ottiwell  having  taken  ground  at  a certain  rent  from  the  board, 
and  fet  it  at  an  advanced  one,  the  public  were  lofers  by  the  differ- 
ence : as  if  the  public  could  have  fet  the  ground  as  well  as  Mr.  Ot- 
tiwel!  did — as  it  the  fame  cafe  never  occurred  to  individuals — and 
as  if  Mr.  Ottiwell  had  not  (as  he  did)  given  the  full  value  for  it 
that  it  would  bring  at  the  time. 

Colonel  BLA(yuiERE  faid  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  fhould  have  entered  into  an  explanation  of  his  con- 
dudl,  when  nobody  who  knew  him  could  fuppofe  him  to  have  any 
connexion  with  Mr.  Ottiwell.  He  thought  it  extraordinary  that 
he  fhould  do  fo.  He  obierved  alfo  that  the  bulinefs  was  taken  up 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  dropped  in  a moll  extraordinary  man- 
ner. In  the  will  of  one  of  the  commiflioners  fome  of  this  land- , 
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lie  was  interrupted  by  the  Speaker,  who  reminded  him  that 
the  queilion  was  to  revive  the  order  of  the  laft  fedion. 

Mr.  M.  B e resford  faid,  the  honourable  Colonel  himfelf  had 
been  the  perfon  to  make  the  imputation,  as  from  common  report, 
which  he  now  expreffed  himfelf  furptifed  to  hear  removed  by  his 
right  honourable  relation’s  declaration. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  that  the  ground  referred  to  in  the  will  of 
a refpedled  friend  (Mr.  Bulhe),  was  not  at  all  connected  with  or 
iituated  near  that  in  queilion. 

Right  Honourable  }.  Beresford  faid  it  had  been  mentioned 
that  the  Upper  Houfe  had  relinquished  the  enquiry  ; that  Houfe 
had  in  fa£l  out  the  lame  queilion  to  Mr.  Ottivvell  refpedting  his 
partners  which  this  Houfe  had  put  : He  had  rtfufed  anfwering, 
declaring  upon  oath,  that  the  anfwer  might  injure  his  property. 
The  Houfe,  with  the  firll  law  lord  and  the  two  chief  judges,  had 
decided,  that  thus  circumltanced  lie  was  not  bound  to  anfwer  it  ; 
and  if  the  queilion  now  were,  whether  he  fhould  anfwer  it,  he  would 
think  the  man  hardly  treated,  but  as  it  was  on  a contempt  of  the 
Houfe  it  turned,  not  a word  could  be  faid. 

Mr.  Egan  denied  the  decihon  of  the  Lords  to  be  law. 

The  queilion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Hoare  faid  he  would,  if  Mr.  Ottiwell  did  not  obey  thifc 
order,  bring  in  a bill  to  annul  the  bargain,  fo  far  as  related  to  him, 
laving  the  rights  and  bargains  of  his  tenants. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  dated,  that  his  Excel- 
lency the  Lord  Lieutenant  appointed  four  o’clock  the  next  day  to 
receive  the  Addrelfes. 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned. 


Saturday,  January  23,  1796. 

At  four  o’clock  the  Speaker,  attended  by  feveral  Members, 
went  up  to  the  Callle  with  the  Addrelfes,  voted  by  the  Houfe  on 
Thurfday  lalt,  and  being  returned, — 

Mr.  Speaker  reported,  that  the  Houfe  had  attended  his  Excel- 
lency the  Loid  Lieutenant  with  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe  to  his 
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Majefty  ; and  that  thereupon  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  return^ 
the  following  anfwer : 

“ I (hall  forthwith  tranfmit  this  loyal  and  dutiful  Addrefs 
to  be  laid  before  his  Majefty.” 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  alfo,  that- he  had  prefented  the  Addrefs 
of  thanks  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  his  molt 
excellent  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  that  there- 
upon his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  return  the  anfwer  following  : 

ie  It  affords  me  the  highefl  fatisfa&ion  to  receive  fo  flattering 
a teftimony  ot  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
It  will  be  my  duty,  and  my  inclination,  to  promote  by  eve- 
ry means  within  my  power,  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of 
Ireland,  and  my  exertions  cannot  receive  fo  powerful  en- 
couragement, as  the  expectation  you  hold  out  to  me,  that 
they  will  meet  with  your  hearty  co-operation/’ 

Ordered,  That  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  Anfwers 
be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe. 

Refolved,  That  this  Houfe  will,  on  Monday  next,  take  into 
consideration  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  Speech  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament. 

Adjourned. 


Monday,  January  25,  1796. 

The  Houfe  refolved  into  a Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to 
take  into  confideration  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s 
Speech. 

The  Speech  being  read  by  the  clerk  at  the  table, 

» ‘ ' ** 

Mr.  Attorney  General  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
* being  abfent)  moved  that  a fupply  be  granted  to  his  Majelly  j 
and  that  the  Houle  do  on  to-morrow  take  the  fame  into  coniidera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Hoare  rofe  to  move  that  it  be  afked  of  the  ferjeant  at 
arms,  whether  the  order  of  Friday,  for  taking  into  cuflody  Mr. 
Ottiwell,  was  complied  with. 
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Mr.  Speaker  accordingly  put  the  quefiion  to  the  ferjeant  at 
arms,  who  anfwertd  iu  the  affirmative,  and  that  Mr.  Ot dwell  was 
now  in  attendance. 

Mr.  Hoare  then  moved,  as  a matter  of  conrfe,  that  Mr.  Ot- 
tiwell  be  committed  to  Newgate. 

The  Attorney  General  faid,  he  apprehended  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  honourable  Gentleman’s  motion  was  not  a matter  of 
courfe,  but  for  the  difcretion  of  the  Houfe  ; and  he  would  appeal 
to  the  Chair  how  the  fact  Rood. 

Mr.  Hoare  faid,  he  humbly  apprehended  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  was  totally  out  of  order,  for,  by  the  uniform  practice 
of  Parliament,  whenever  any  man  refufed  to  comply  with  the  or- 
ders of  the  Houfe,  and  refufed  to  anfwer  their  interrogatories, 
committal  to  Newgate  was  the  conftant  practice. 

Mr.  Attorn  e y General  contended  that  he  was  not  out  of  or- 
der, in  doing  the  very  fame  thing  with  the  honourable  Member,  in 
appealing  to  that  authority  which  certainly  ought  to  know  the  ufage 
of  Parliament  much  better  than  he  did  ; but  he  conceived  the  Houfe 
was  at  liberty  to  exercife  its  difcretion  in  this  cafe,  and  was  by  no 
means  bound  as  of  courfe  to  commit  Mr.  Ottiwell  to  Newgate,  be- 
caufe  he  was  in  cuftody. 

Colonel  Blaquiere  faid,  that  the  Houfe,  in  complying  with 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  Member,  would  defeat  its  own  pur- 
pofes  of  obtaining  the  anfwer  of  Mr.  Ottiwell  to  the  queftions  be- 
fore propounded  to  him.  It  the  Houfe  had  an  objedl  in  the  an- 
fwer to  this  queilion,  Mr.  Ottiwell  in  his  mind  ought  to  be  called 
to  the  bar,  and  interrogated;  and  with  refpedl  to  the  charge  of 
contempt  againft  him,  perhaps  he  had  feme  excul'e  to  offer  which 
might  be  fatisfadlory  to  the  Houfe,  and  avert  their  difpleafure.  At 
all  events  let  the  man  come  to  the  bar  and  be  heard,  and  if  he  of- 
fered nothing  fatisfadlorv  in  his  excufe,  he  ffiould  himfelf  be  rea- 
dy to  fecond  the  morion  for  his  committal. 

Mr.  Speaker  rofe  and  faid,  he  ffiould  Rate  as  he  was  affied, 
what  the  pradlice  of  Parliament  was  in  fuch  cafes.  He  had  exa- 
mined minutely  the  Iriffi  Journals,  and  could  find  no  cafe  of  con- 
tempt on  them  limilar  to  the  prefent. 

On  the  Engliffi  Journals  there  were  four  cafes,  which  he  reca- 
pitulated, whereto  the  perfons  interrogated  by  the  Britiffi  Houfes 
on  refuting  to  anfwer,  alledged  in  their  defence  that  their  anfwers 
would  go  to  criminate  themfelves ; but,  neverthelefs,  the  Houfe 
in  that  cafe  committed  them  to  Newgate,  or  the  Tower, 
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He  dated  thofe  points  unwillingly,  as  they  would  go  to  afFecft 
a refpe&able  man,  who  had  fallen  under  the  difpleafure  of  the 
Houfe  ; but  being  called  on  in  his  official  duty,  he  was  bound  to 
give  the  Houfe  the  information  defired. 

The  quedion  being  then  put,  that  Henry  Ottiwell  be  commit- 
ted to  Newgate,  it  pafled  in  the  affirmative  ; and  it  was  ordered 
that  the  Speaker  do  make  out  his  warrant  for  that  purpofe. 

Adjourned.  A 


Tuesday,  January  26,  1796. 

Went  into  Committee  to  take  into  confideration  the  motion  for 
granting  a fupply  to  his  Majedy,  right  honourable  John  Beresford 
in  the  chair. 

• - • 1 I 

The  Attorney  General  moved,  that  a fupply  be  granted 
to  his  Majedy,  which  was  agreed  to  ; and  on  the  Houfe  being  re- 
fumed, 

Ordered,  that  the  report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Burgh  moved,  that  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before  the 
Houfe  an  account  of  corn  and  flour  that  came  coadways,  by  canal, 
and  land  carriage,  tothe  city  of  Dublin  tor  the  lad  year;  and  alfo 
for  the  bounties  which  were  paid  thereon  ; which  were  ordered  ac- 
cordingly. 

Adjourned. 


Wednesday,  January  27,  1796. 

The  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Beresford  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Supply,  which  fat  yederday.  The-  repoit  was 
read  and  unanimoufly  agreed  to.  • 

Ordered  that  the  Houfe,  on  this  day  fe’nnight,  do  .refolve  itfelf 
Into  a Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  the  fupply  to  his 
Majedy  into  further  confideration. 

Mr.  Van  dele  ur  moved,  that  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before 
the  Houle  an  account  of  the  particulars  of  the  civil  lid,  agreeable 
to  the  a&  of  the  33d  of  the  King. 

Adjourned. 

Vol.  XVI. 


C 


1$ 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Thursday,  January  28,  1796. 
INSURRECTION. 

The  Attorney  General  faid,  that  on  the  firft  night  of  the 
Sefiion,  he  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  in  two  bill's 
the  object  of  one  of  them  was,  for  preventing  in  future,  infurredli- 
ons,  tumuhs,  and  riots  in  this  kingdom  ; and  the  objedt  of  the 
other  bill  was,  to  indemnify  certain  magiftrates  and  others,  who, 
in  their  exertions  for  the  prefervation  of  the  public  tranquillity, 
might  have  added  againft  the  forms  and  rules  of  law  ; he  hated,  that 
the  bill  for  the  more  effedtually  preventing  of  infurreddions,  tumults 
and  riots,  by  perfons  ftyling  themfelves  defenders,  and  other  dif- 
orderly  perfons,  was,  however  repugnant  to  his  feelings,  a bloody* 
penal  code. 

He  faid,  that  the  adds  now  in  force  for  admirriftring  of  unlawful 
oaths  was  not  fufficiently  ftrong,  and  the  adminiftring  of  unlawful 
oaths  was  the  fource  of  all  the  treafonable  addions  which  had  taken 
place  in  this  country  ; and  the  bill  propofed  that  the  adminiilring 
of  unlawful  oaths  fhcntld  be  felony  of  death  ; but  he  would  propofe 
that  this  bill  be  but  a temporary  law  ; there  was  alfo  a claufe  in  the 
bill  to  enable  the  magiftrates,  at  the  quarter  fefiions,  to  take  up  all 
idle  vagrants  and  perfons  who  had  no  vifible  means  of  earning  a 
livelihood,  and  fend  them  to  ferve  aboard  the  fleet.  He  faid  he 
did  not  propofe  to  hurry  this  bill  through  the  Houfe,  but  give  time 
for  the  confideration,  as  it  might  be  neceffary  to  add  much  and 
make  feveral  alterations.  He  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  more  effedtually  preventing  of  infurreddions,  tumults, 
and  riots,  by  perfons  ftyling  themfelves  defenders,  and  other  dis- 
orderly perfons. 

Mr.  Curran  obferved,  that  there  was  an  affedtation  of  fecrecy 
on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  confidence  of  govern- 
ment, He  fhould  have  expedted  that  the  gentlemen  of  that  Houfe 
would  have  been  confulted  ; a previous  confutation  had,  fome 
inquiry  and  fome  examination  made,  before  adminiftration  would 
f nd  their  officer  forward  with  a bloody  penal  code.  He  faid,  that 
the  Hate  of  the  people,  the  ftate  of  the  laws  of  the  country,  fhould 
be  taken  into  confideration,  before  fuch  a bloody  penal  code  fhould 
• be  enadded. 

The  Attorney  General  denied  his  being  fet  forward  by 
adminiftration  ; he  does  it  becaufe  he  approves  of  the  meafure. 
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Docs  not  very  pcrfon  know,  and  does  not  the  honourable  and  learn- 
ed Gentleman,  who  was  employed  in  trials  for  high  treafon,  know, 
that  there  were  traitors  ftudious  to  overturn  the  conftitmion,  and 
tear  afunder  the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  He 
aiked  was  there  an  inquiry  of  this  fort  when  the  White  Boy  Adt 
paffed  ? Are  we  gravely  to  delay  the  bill,  at  the  time  when  the 
country  is  infefted  with  defenders  ? He  hoped,  that  through  the 
progrefs  of  the  bill,  it  ftiould  meet  with  the  fupport  of  the  Houfe, 
for  it  was  fuch  a bill  as  involved  every  thing  dear  to  every  man  in 
this  Houfe. 

Mr.  0‘Hara  faid,  that  this  was  not  the  time  to  argue  the  bill, 
and  he  fhould  referve  himfelf  for  the  proper  ftage  of  the  bill,  to  de- 
liver his  fentimentson  it. 

Mr.  Grattan  wifhed  that  no  kind  of  warmth  fhould  be  ufed 
on  the  introdu&ion  of  thofe  bills,  but  hoped  they  would  be  a mat 
ter  of  calm  deliberation.  He  was  for  receiving  the  bills  of  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  with  the  molt  perfect  calmnefs.  With 
reipe&tothe  bill  of  indemnity,  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
ought  to  Hate  fome  further  ground  for  indemnifying  the  magistrates, 
than  his  own  authority. 

After  a few  words  from  the  Attorney  General  and  Mr.  Curran, 
leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

, INDEMNITY. 

The  A ttorney  General,  adverting  to  the  notice  he  had' 
given  the  Houfe,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  Seffion,  of  his  intention 
to  brmg  in  a bill  to  indemnify  certain  magiltrates  and  others,  who 
in  their  exertions  for  the  prefervation  of  the  public  tranquillity,  had 
a&ed  againft  the  forms  and  rules  of  law,  obferved  that  bills  of  indem- 
nity were  not  novel  in  the  conft’tution  ; in  England  leveral  bills  of 
indemnity  have  been  paffed  fince  the  revolution  ; the  principle  of 
the  bill  was  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons  who  have  nobly  dared  to  pre- 
ferve  the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  and  who  in  quelling  tumults 
and  infurre£tions  had  exceeded  the  ordinary  forms  of  the  law  ; this 
principle  was  conltantly  adopted  in  Great  Britain.  It  appears  by 
the  llatute  book,  that  a bill  of  indemnity  was  palled  in  the  hrifc 
year  of  king  William  the  third  ; that  a bill  of  indemnity  was  pats- 
ed  in  the  firft  of  George  the  Firft,  when  a rebellion  broke  out  iu 
.Scotland  ; and  in  the  Scotch  rebellion  of  1746,  another  bill  of  in- 
demnity paffed  ; and  in  1780,  after  the  riots  of  London  anochtr 
indemnification  bill  paffed.  After  having  Hated  theie  precedents, 
he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  indemnifying  fuch  ma- 
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giftrates  and  others,  who  might  have,  fince  the  ih  of  January  1 79.5, 
exceeded  the  ordinary  forms  and  rules  of  lav/  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  public  peace,  and  fupprehion  of  infurre&ion  prevailing  in- 
fome  parts  of  this  kingdom. ” 

Mr.  Fletcher,  in  a fpeech  of  fome  length,  obferved,  that 
the  precedents  adduced  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gentleman  did  not  at 
all  fquare  with  the  exiting  circumftances  of  this  country.  He 
hoped  that  after  the  bill  was  printed,  time  would  be  given  to  look 
into  precedents,  and  he  truhed  that  the  bill  would  be  difeuffed 
with  wifdcm,  calmnefs,  and  deliberation. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bilk 

The  Attorney  General  then  prefented  the  bill  for  the  more 
effectually  preventing  of  infurre&ions,  tumults,  and  riots,  hyper- 
ions  {tiling  themfelves  defenders,  and  other  diforderly  perfons  ; 
which  was  read  a fir  ft  time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  read 
a fecond  time  on  THurfday  next. 

He  then  prefented  the  indemnity  bill,  which  was  read  a firft  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  ; and  after  a fhort  converfation  between 
Mr.  Curran,  Mr.  Fletcher,  the  Attorney  General,  the  Prime  Ser- 
jeant, Mr.  Hoare,  Sir  Laurence  Parfons,  and  Mr.  Egan,  it  was 
ordered,  that  the  bill  be  read  a fecond  time  on  Wednefday  next. 

STATE  OF  THE  POOR. 

Mr.  Curran  now  rofe  to  make  his  promifed  motion.  He 
prefaced  it,  in  a fpeech,  in  which  he  difplayed  the  dilheffes  of  the 
labouring  poor  of  this  country,  arifing  from  the  high  price  of 
land,  and  the  low  price  of  labour,  in  very  glowing  colours  ; and" 
after  a very  long  and  difficult  flatement  of  the  caufesof  the  diftreffes 
of  the  labouring  poor  of  this  kingdom,  he  concluded  with  moving, 
<{  that  this  Houfe  do  appoint  a committee  to  inquire  into  the 
flate  of  the  poor,  and  the  price  of  labour  in  this  kingdom.” 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  Hon.  Gentfe- 
man  had  defired  the  two  parts  of  the  Speech  to  be  read,  as  if  he 
conceived  them  to  contradidl  each  other.  Where  the  Speech 
bated  that  the  country  was  profperous,  it  referred  to  indifputable 
documents,  not  to  affertion  ; the  Revenues  were  flourifhing  : it 
was  therefore  matter  of  congratulation  from  the  Throne,  that  if 
new  burthens  were  to  be  impofed,  they  would  not  be  fuchas  fhould 
fall  upon  the  poor.  Fie  had  truly  hated,  that  the  price  of  labour 
had  not  kept  pace  with  the  price  of  provilions  ; and  he  had  argued 
to  {hew,  that  the  rehraints  upon  commerce  produced  this  effedl  : If 
it  were  tiue  that  commerce  was  reflrained,  this  might  have  weight : 
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But  the  fa£l  was  fo  far  from  it,  that  our  commerce  was  enlarged 
every  day,  our  exports  were  encreafing,  our  manufactures  encreaf- 
ing ; the  price  of  labour  mull  rife  in  proportion  to  the  competiti- 
on confequent  upon  manufactures  ; in  one  county,  which  he  parti- 
cularly knew,  (Queen’s  Co.)  a manufacture  of  worded  was  now 
circulating  io,oool.  per  month,  where  ten  years  ago  no  fuch  ma- 
nufacture was  known. 

Absentees  were  fpeken  of;  was  it  not  natural  to  fnppofe,  that 
•when  riots  difgraced,  and  fedition  fhook  the  kingdom,  that  men  v\  ou’d 
prefer  living  in  other  countries  where  they  might  be  quiet  : Was 
tumult  the  means  of  inviting  men  to  fettle  in  Ireland  ? How  were 
thefe  difturbances  accounted  for  ? By  the  caufes  dated  in  that  Gen- , 
tleman’s  Speech,  temporary  effeCls  from  permanent  caufes  : Was 
this  argument  i Caufes  which  exided  in  much  greater  force,  when 
no  manufaClures  were  known  many  years  ago,  yet  then  the  conutiy 
was  quiet.  The  true  caufe  was  the  contagion  of  French  principles 
which  had  didurbed  all  Europe. — The  prefent  debate  he  confider- 
ed  rather  as  an  anfvver  to  the  bills  prefented  that  evening,  than  as 
having  any  defign  to  alleviate  the  hardfhips  of  the  poor,  or  raife 
the  price  of  labour.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  and  truly, 
that  the  interference  of  Parliament,  by  railing  the  price  of  labour, 
would  be  ineffectual  : the  employer  would  discontinue  his  labour- 
ers, or  he  would  employ  fewer  ; he  would,  in  one  way  or  ether, 
endeavour  to  reimburfe  himfelf. — What  then  was  the  remedy 
offered  ? — the  fending  a very  fmall  part  of  our  manufaClures  to 
meet  England  in  her  own  maiket ; this  could  have  indeed  very  little 
effeCt, 

The  corn  laws  had  been  fpoken  of  as  having  a tendency  to 
lower  the  price  of  labour ; they  had  a direCt  contrary  effeCi  : — 
wherever  they  operated  the  price  of  labour  was  raifed  from  the 
competition  excited  by  them.  The  truth  was,  that  by  the  flow 
but  certain  operation  of  increafed  induflry,  could  the  condition  of 
the  poor  be  ameliorated,  and  by  no  other  means  ; manufaClures 
would  be  introduced,  agriculture  would  profper,  and  from  their 
competition  alone  could  the  poor  receive  benefit.  While  difturbances 
exifted,  this  could  not  happen,  abfentees  will  not  be  induced  to 
return,  and  live  on  their  eilates  in  perpetual  rifque  and  danger  ; 
foreign  capitals  will  not  be  brought  into  the  country  ; nor  could 
this  kingdom  ever  hope,  while  fuch  a difgrace  remained  to  blot 
it,  for  the  attainment  of  any  great  national  advantage.  To  fuch 
a fyftem  of  anarchy,  who  would  give  any  thing  like  encouragement  ? 
yet  by  fuch  an  enquiry  as  that  propofed,  by  opening  fuch  a Com- 
mittee, an  opportunity  would  be  given  to  every  factious  man  in 
the  country  to  offer  his  wild  fpecnlations  and  inflammatory  projeCls, 
to  keep  alive  that  ferment  which  it  was  fo  neceffary  to  allay.  It 
was  the  interefl  of  Government,  of  every  man  who  regarded  the 
country.  Every  man  in  fociety  was  implicated  in  the  advantage 
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of  the  poor — if  liberality  did  not  operate,  policy  muft  induce 
them  to  this  object ; but  until  Tome  effedual  remedy  was  offered, 
the  nee- ffity  of  luch  a Committee  would  be  a queftion  which  he 
would  oppofe.  He  obferved,  that  during  every  debate  in  the  Sefilon, 
it  me  he  practice  to  introduce  five  or  fix  general  topics 

— the  Catholic  queftion — Englifh  Government  in  Ireland — Re- 
presentation of  the  People,  &c.  and  as  he  fuppofed  they  were  now" 
brought  forward  more  out  of  compliance  with  the  general  ufage 
than  reference  to  the  queffion,  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe 
with  a particular  anfwer.  He  therefore  moved  the  queftion  of 
adjournment. 

Mr.  Macartney  faid,  the  fituation  of  the  poor  called  for  the 
interference  of  the  Houfe  ; no  fpecific  propofition  had  been  offer- 
ed : He  promifed  with  the  aid  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
to  bring  forward  a meafure  which  would  do  more  for  them  than 
any  theory  which  could  be  produced,  This  meafure  was  no  lefs 
than  the  improvement  of  one-fifth  of  the  kingdom,  the  opening 
the  navigation  of  the  great  river  Shannon.  This  would  enfurethe 
improvement  of  agriculture,  and  give  employment  to  the  difturbed 
counties  : where  navigations  have  been  carried,  the  price  of  wages 
had  rifen  from  8d.  to  i6d.  a day  in  many  partsof  the  country,  in 
moll  to  1 3d.  By  this  meafure  the  moll  remote  parts  of  the  country 
would  be  brought  to  the  capital,  and  the  fame  would  be  the  price 
of  labour  in  the  capital  2nd  the  remoteft  paits  of  the  country.  In 
this  meafure  he  fincerely  hwped  to  find  the  fupport  of  every  Gen- 
tleman in  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  W.  Tighe  denied  that  French  emiffarieshad  been  in  this 
country  ; nor  did  he  believe  that  French  principles  operated  here  : 
the  disturbances  arofe  from  other  caufes — from  the  oppreffive  tithe 
fyllem,  amongft  others.  Upon  the  fubjed  of  the  corn  laws  he 
differed  from  his  Hon.  Friend.  It  was  in  the  grazing  counties  the 
dill uv ban ces  arofe  ; in  the  corn  counties,  diftuvbances  did  not  exift. 
In  the  Co.  Kilkenny,  where  the  corn  laws  had  made  every  induf- 
trious  man  happy  and  comfortable,  the  firft  attempt  at  infurgen- 
cy,  which  burft  in  from  a neigbouring  county,  had  been  repelled 
by  the  exertions  of  the  peafantry  themfelves.  One  great  grievance 
affeding  the  poor,  was  the  wafte  of  their  provifions  by  diftilleries  ; 
oatmeal,  their  principal  food,  was  exorbitantly  dear  ; the  oats 
were  malted  by  the  diftillers,  and  he  thought  Government  would 
gain  in  peace,  more  than  it  loft  in  revenue,  by  a temporary  prohibiti- 
on of  them  ; by  which  food  would  be  reftored  to  the  poor,  and 
fpirits,  the  incentive  to  outrage,  put  out  of  their  power  to 
obtain. 
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Right  Hon.  Mr.  Ogle  rofe  to  alk  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
whether,  when  he  fpoke  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Co.  Kilkenny,  when 
^attacked  by  a neighbouring  county,  he  intended  to  allude  to  the 
County  of  Wexford  ? 

Mr.  Ti.ghe  faid,  he  meant  the  County  of  Tipperary  ; but  fince 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  h».d  reminded  him,  he  might  fay  the 
County  of  Wexford.  Every  one  had  heard  of  the  battle  of  Wcx- 
for.d,  in  which  eighty  men  were  killed  j f^rely,  this  proved  that 
£n  infurredlion  exifted  there  ? 

Mr.  Ogle. — I do  acknowledge  that  there  were  fome  bad  jne,a 
in  the  County  of  Wexford,  and  I know  that  when  they  were  in- 
vaded by  their  neighbouring  county,  an  infurredtioij  took  place  ; 
but  I alfo  know,  that  within  fourteen  days  from  the  adnjuniftering 
the  fir  11  oath  in  that  county,  no  fuch  thing  as  a Defender  or  Infur- 
gcnt was  to  be  found  ; fuch  were  the  fpiiit  and  exertions  of  the 
Gentlemen  of  .that  County. 

Mr.  Holmes  laid,  the  Mover  of  this  queftion  had  chillengcd 
Europe  for  more  miferable  poor  than  ours.  He  had  vifited  many 
parts  of  Europe,  and  found  the  comparifon  far  in  favour  of  Ire- 
land. The  poverty  of  the  South  was  fpoken  of  e.  he,  of  his  own 
obfervation  knew,  that  the  condition  of  Munfter  was  materially 
improved  within  thefe  thirty  years  : Indullry  was  increafed,  agri- 
culture extended,  and  there  never  was  a more  univerfal  truth,  than 
that  agriculture  could  not  exill  without  benefit  to  the  poor  ; but 
in  Munller,  the  people  are  obedient  to  the  laws-— the  linen  manu- 
facture was  beginning  to  fiourilh  there — its  extent  vvas  doubled 
within  a very  few  years — no  want  of  employment  was  felt.  Ex- 
tenfive  navigations  were  productive  of  great  advantage  to  the  la- 
bouring clafles  ; but  where  affociations  for  murder  exifted,  where 
indullry  was  unknown  except  iu  midnight  depredation — there  it 
was  impoflible  for  them  to  be  other  than  miferable. 

Mr.  Ma  xwell  thought  this  motion  (hotild  have  met  a direct: 
negative  ; for  in  his  mind,  nothing  was  more  inflammatory  or  im- 
politic, than  to  point  out  evils  without  pointing  out  an  adequate 
remedy.  The  Houfe  had,  wTith  unufual  anxiety  and  patience,  at- 
tended to  a very  long  ftatement  of  miferies  and  grievances,  for 
which  in  the  eud  but  one,  and  that,  a very  problematical  remedy 
was  offered — a commercial  arrangement  of  the  Channel  Trade. 
The  Legiflature,  in  no  country,  was  more  attentive  to  the  interefts 
of  the  poor  than  in  Ireland ; the  corn  laws,  which  even  the  Mover 
of  this  quellion  could  not  avoid  applauding,  was  a proof  of  the 
anxious  care  the  Parliament  had  of  the  poor  ; their  eftecls  had  been 
truly  advantageous  to  this  country.  If  this  Committee  were  to  be 
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appointed,  and  to  fit  five  years,  no  remedy  would  be  found  fo  cer- 
tain as  the  adive  attention  which  Parliament  always  pays  to  the 
intcreftsof  the  poor  : the  Committee  would  ftrve  indeed  to  keep 
alive  difeontents,  to  inflame  the  poor,  without  ameliorating  their 
lot  ; but  it  could  anfwer  no  good  purpofe  ; railing  wages  would 
have  notfftft  ; for,  labour  like  all  other  commodities  brought  to 
market,  would  find  its  own  level  of  price.  This  was  a point 
agreed  on  by  all  hands,  and  yet  this  was  the  only  immediate  appli- 
cation in  the  way  of  remedy  that  could  be  made  by  Parliament. 
The  condition  of  the  country  was  greatly  improved,  and  had  not 
the  feeds  of  fedition  been  fown  in  it,  and  kept  alive  by  agitating  the 
public  mind  on  lubjeds  where  either  no  grievanee  exilled.or  no  re- 
medy could  he  applied,  it  would  now  be  tranquil  and  affluent. 
What  w'as  the  fituation  of  the  County  of  Wexford  ? It  had  felt  the 
benefit  of  the  corn  laws.  It  had  been  for  a moment  dillurbed,  but 
the  difturbers  had  come  from  the  parifh  contiguous  to  the  county 
of  Kilkenny  ; and  fuch  was  the  intereft  which  every  man  felt  in  his 
induflry  and  happinefs,  that  they  were  almoft  inftantaneoufly  fup- 
preffed.  He  would  not  fubmit  to  have  it  Paid  or  thought  that  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland  in  rejecting  this  queftion  was  unmindful  of 
the  people — he  would  have  it  under  flood  that  they  were  as  ready  to 
adopt  any  fpecific  mtafure  of  amelioration,  as  they  were  determin- 
ed to  coerce  the  fpirit  of  excels  and  turbulence. 

Mr.  Fletcher  faid,  Gentlemen  feemed  agreed  as  to  the  fads 
Hated,  but  demanded  a fpecific  remedy  ; that  remedy  could  only 
be  di (covered  by  the  defired  enquiry.  Great  Britain  railed  two 
millions  annually  to  fupport  the  poor  ; he  would  not  recommend 
the  fyftem  of  poor  laws  to  us,  which  were  an  intolerable  grievance 
there,  but  he  would  offer  the  fad  as  an  inducement  to  the  Irifh 
Parliament  to  do  fomething  for  their  poor  ; the  motion,  it  was 
laid,  would'inflame — rejeding  it  would  inflame  indeed  ! t , 

Mr.  Wynne  faid,  there  was  one  caufe  of  the  diflrefs  of  the  poor 
which  had  not  been  touched  upon — every  mamwonld  allow  that  to 
be,  the  immoderate  ufe  of  fpirits.  The  price  of  labour  about  the 
capital  was  furely  as  much  as  could  be  defired  by  any  man,  yet  the 
working  poor  were  there  more  milerable  than  in  the  remoteff  part 
of  Ireland,  where  wages  were  at  the  lowed.  He  never  remem- 
bered to  have  feen  a fober  induflrious  man  in  any  part  of  the 
country,  who  had  any  caufe  to  lament  the  lownefs  of  wages  or 
the  want  of  employment.  The  abolition  of  ipirits  might  injure 
the  revenue,  but  it  would  profit  the  country  in  a treble  proportion, 

Mr.  Jef  hson  thought  it  fhould  be  the  great  objed  of  that  Hotife, 
to  teach  the  people  to  look  to  it  for  red.refs,  and  not  to  turbulence 
and  tumult  $ he  avowed  that  this  debate  was  intended  as  an  anfwer 
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to  the  bills  introduced  that  night  ; if  the  bill  of  indemnity  was  to 
protect  a£ls  which  he  had  heard  reported,  he  thought  every  op- 
polition  and  anfwer  fhould  be  given  to  it.  He  had  heard  of  per- 
sons being  taken  out  of  the  cuftody  of  the  law,  and  banilhed  with- 
out a form  of  trial  ; this  had  been  done  in  the  county  of  Rofcom- 
mon  : and  to  fkreen  fuch  crimes  from  punilhment  he  could  not 
confent.  He  tlmn  entered  into  an  hiftory  of  the  policy  of  England 
towards  this  country,  tracing  it  from  Lord  Strafford’s  difeourage- 
ment  of  the  woollen  matmfadlure,  in  the  time  of  Charles  t lie 
Firft. 

Mr.  Neville  mentioned,  that  in  the  town  which  he  had  flic 
honour  to  reprefent,  the  lower  clafles  of  people  had  not  only  en- 
tered into  a laudable  refolution  not  to  confume  fpirits,  but  recom- 
mended their  example  to  their  neighbours. 

Sir  Edward  Crofton  faid,  that  as  representative  for  Rof~ 
common,  he  muft  take  notice  of  what  the  la il  Gentleman  but  one 
had  faid.  At  the  moment  when  the  magistrates  of  that  countv 
were  fitting  in  confultation  by  public  notice,  to  raife  the,  price  of 
labour,  a moll  violent  infurredtion,  an  actual  rebellion  burit  out, 
and  without  refpedt  to  the  laws,  to  the  magillrates,  or  the  fubjedt 
of  their  deliberations,  a gentleman’s  houfe  clofe  to  the  town  meet- 
ing was  plundered  and  burned.  Such  conduft  induced  Govern- 
ment to  fend  a nobleman,  remarkable  for  his  courage  and  humanity, 
into  the  country  ; that  nobleman  did  certain  adts,  which  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  country  thought  elfential  to  its  fecurity.  The  affixes 
were  at  a great  diftance— Parliament  was  not  lilting — no  imme- 
diate remedy  was  to  be  had,  but  that  which  was  employed  ; and  the 
vigorous,  yet  bloodlels  conduct  of  this  nobleman,  did  more  for 
the  good  and  peace  of  this  county,  than  many  executions  in  the 
regular  forms  of  law  could  have  tffedied.  This  condudt  was  by 
the  country  gentlemen  deemed  highly  praife-worthy  ; they  thought 
themfelves  obliged  to  Government,  for  fending  Inch  a nobleman 
amonglt  them,  and  they  had  exprefled  their  gratitude  accordingly. 

Colonel  Blaquiere  recommended  his  former  propofal,  of  land- 
lords remitting  to  their  tenants  under  30I.  per  annum,  5 per  cent, 
of  their  hajf  yearly  rent,  which,  he  laid,  had  procured  Jiimfdf 
great  popularity. 

Sir  Boyle  Roche  fupported  the  rueflion  of  adjournment  ; 
Mr.  Hoare  oppofed  it,  as  did  Mr.  C.  Hutchinson,  who,  ne- 
verthelefs  faid  he  fupported  the  principle  of  the  two  bills  j nil  in- 
troduced. 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Mr.  Alexander  confidered  this  long  and  defultory  converfali- 
on,  as  a decifive  reafon  againft  going  into  a committee  ; a commit- 
tee muft  end,  in  every  fa&ious  and  difeontented  man  in  the  country- 
bringing  forward  his  own  vague  ideas,  without  regard  to  their 
conlequence.  The  condition  of  the  people  had  been  depifted  as 
wretched:  he  knew  the  North  of  Ireland  particularly,  and  he 
knew  other  parts  of  Ireland,  and  he  had  never  feen  any  thing  to 
warrant  the  defcription  he  had  heard  : — The  tendency  of  this 
night’s  debate  was,  to  bring  forward  principles  not  yet  openly 
avowed  ; to  lead  gentlemen  half-way  into  meafures  they  would,  if 
feen,  deleft,  by  carrying  the.m  forward  with  arguments  which  they 
approved  ; and  thus  dupe  them  into  compliance  with  intentions  yet 
concealed. — Another  object  of  the  debate  was  derived  from  a prac- 
tice now  growing  into  fyftem  ; uttering  expreflions  with  double 
meanings,  to  be  ufed  afterwards  as  opportunity  fhould  offer.  Ap 
affed/ted  diftin&ion  was  made  between  English  connexion  and 
Englifti  government  : he  would  remark,  that  the  French  made 
nearly  the  fame  diftin&ion  between  the  Englifh  Sovereign  and  the 
Englifh  Nation.  In  fuch  conduct  as  this,  he  faw  a fyftem  of  ter- 
rorifrn  ftriding  over  the  country,  which,  but  for  the  vigour  of 
.Parliament,  threatened  to  overwhelm  us  all  ; that  vigour  fhould 
kow  be  exerted,  and  if  the  Government  of  Ireland  had  the  fpirit 
and  feeling,  which  he  trailed  they  had,  they  fhould  exert  it  now 
that  it  became  absolutely  neceffary. 

Mr.  Grattan  expected,  he  faid,  to  have  heard  feme  principle 
advanced  to  controvert  the  necefiity  of  this  motion  : as  that,  though 
the  price  of  labour  was  low,  it  was  impoffible  to  raife  it  ; that 
was  not  done  : on  the  contrary,  a variety  of  caufes  were  admitted 
to  exift  for  the  diftrefs  of  the  poor,  and  yet,  a committee  was  re- 
in fed  to  consider  a queftion  involving  fuch  difference  of  opinion. 
The  Parliament  of  England  had  thought  this  a fubjeft  worthy 
their  confi  derat  ion,  and  while  we  were  pumfhing  our  poor,  they 
were  alleviating  the  difti rfs  of  theirs  ; coercion  had  uniformly 
failed  of  its  effect  ; re'drefs  was  yet  unified  : would  it  not  be  wife 
of  the  Irifh  Parliament  to  adopt  fome  meafure  of  that  kind  ? No 
man  was  more  afbamed  of  the  txceffes  of  the  country  than  he  was; 
buthe  trufled  their  exiftence  would  attract  the  attention  of  Par- 
liament to  the  original  caufe.  It  was  laid  that  the  wages’  of 
the  poor  had  been  raifed  ; this  was  the  effe&  of  alarm,  and  whep 
that  alarm  was  over,  they  would  fall  again  to  the  old  ftandard. 
Parliament  fhould  give  permanence  to  this  temporary  liberality* 
The  revenues  were  increafed  it  was  true  ; but  taxes  bad  been  in- 
creafed — take  them  away,  and  the  revenues  have  been  at  a ftaml  j 
the  national  deb:  me  mi  fed  four  millions,  and  our  exports  had  beeu 
m a ftand.  Where  then  was  the  national  profpenty  l if  it  exifted. 


it  had  not  reached  the  lower  orders  of  the  people.  He  then  went 
at  large  into  the  queftion.  Manufaftures  might  be  encouraged, 
but  they  would  require  long  fettering  before  they  could  benefit  the 
poor ; and  he  concluded,  upon  the  whole,  that  the  price  of  labour 
ought  to  be  raifed,  in  order  to  have  an  immediate  effect. 

Mr.  Curran  then  replied. 

On  the  queftion  being  put  that  the  Houfe  do  now  adjourn,  a 
divifion  took  place,  when  the  numbers  -were  : 

For  the  queftion  of  adjournment,  - 137 

Tellers,  Mr.  Maxwell  and  Mr.  Barrington. 

Againft  the  quettion  of  adjournment,  - 16 

Tellers,  Mr.  Curran  and  Mr.  Tig  he. 

Adjourned. 


Friday,  January  29th,  1796. 

No  debate. 


Saturday,  JA  NUARY  30th,  1796. 

Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  gave  notice,  that  he  would  ftiortly 
Submit  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  two  propofitions  : one 
of  them  would  be  to  appo  t a committee  to  inquire  into  the  high 
price  of  corn,  and  the  other  to  enable  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  corn,  notwithftanding  it  Should  be 
under  the  export  price.  This,  he  faid,  would  be  a means  of  de-r 
feating  the  defigns  of  perfons,  who,  from  fpeculation,  might 
make  an  artificial  price,  fo  as  to  open  the  ports  for  exportation. 

The  Right  Hon.  "Denis  Browne  rofe,  and  faid,  that  he  got 
up  for  the  purpofe  of  prefenting  a petition,  which  he  then  held  in 
his  hand,  from  a gentleman  now  in  Newgate,  who  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  fall  under  the  cifpleafure  of  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Henry 
Ottiwell.  He  had  been  informed,  and  did  believe,  that  there  were 
circumttances  in  this  gentleman’s  cafe,  that  being  known  to  the 
Houfe,  would  induce  them  to  confider  Mr.  Ottiwell  as  an  object 
no  longer  meriting  their  difpleafure.  His  cafe  was  this  : — In  the 
laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  Mr.  Ottiwell  was  ordered  to  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe,  and  was  afkcd  a queftion,  in  his  mind,  not  within  the 
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Jurifdidtion  or  parliament,  namely,  <£  who  were  his  partners  in  3 
bargain  he  concluded  with  t he  commihioners  of  wide-ftreets,  which 
Mr.  Ottiwell  refuted  to  anfwer,”  giving  as  a reafon,  “ that  if  he 
anfwered,  it  would  involve  hi  n in  many  law  fuits,  to  the  injury  of 
his  property.” 

Here  Mr.  Browne  forcibly  Rated,  that  in  his  opinion,  the  houfc 
had  no  power  of  putting  fuch  a queftion ; the  houfe,  he  faid, 
in  their  judicial  capacity,  had  a right  to  afk,  and  demand  of  any 
one,  who  made  a bargain. with  public  truftees,  if  any  officers  of  this 
houfe  were  concerned?  and  if  it  appeared  there  were,  he  had  no 
lufitation  to  pronounce  fuch  a bargain  void,  as  the  truftees  in  that 
cafe  would  be  confidered  influenced ; but  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
no  fuch  queftion  was  aiktd  ; and  if  it  were,  and  Mr.  Ottiwell  refufed 
to  anfvver,  he  would  be  the  firft  man  to  compel  him. 

Mr.  Browne  then  faid,  that  after  Mr.Ottiwell  refufed,  he  was  or- 
dered to  attend  at  the  bar  ; and  being  fummoned  late  in  the  evening, 
lie  went  to  thehoufe,but  was  told  It  was  up;  thefituation  of  hisfamily 
then  made  him  go  home  ; and  to  his  furprift  next  morning,  he  was 
informed  he  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant 
at  arms.  He  that  night  did  attend,  and  gave  fuch  reafons  to  the 
houfe,  that  a motion  was  made,  and  pafied  unanimoufly,  that  he 
fhould  be  difcharged  without  fees  ; he  was  then  ordered  to  attend 
in  the  gallery,  half  an  hour  ; after  which,  he  was  again  called  to  the 
bar,  a motion  was  then  made,  that  Mr.  Ottiwell,  by  not  anfwer- 
ing,  is  guilty  of  a contempt  of  that  houfe,  which  motion  fell  to  the 
ground,  there  not  being  a fufficient  number  of  members  to  make 
a houfe,  of  courfe  Ivfr.  Ottiwell  was  at  his  liberty  to  go  where  he 
pleafed.  . ■ 

This  was  on  Saturday  : Mrs.  Ottiwell,  a woman,  naturally  weak, 
having  heard  that  her  hufband  was  taken  info  cuftody,  took  to  her 
bed,  and  mifearried.  On  Monday,  as  Mr.  Ottiwell  was  on  his  way 
to  the  houfe,  being  determined  to  (hew  every  refpeft  and  deference 
to  it,  he  was  met  by  a member;  (whofe  name  if  the  houfe  chofe, 
he  would  mention,)  who  told  him,  it  Was  juft  paffed  in  the  houfe, 
that  he  was  guilty  cf  a contempt  thereof,  and  was  ordered  into 
cuftody  3gain.  Thus  circumftanced,  he  was  either  to  furrender, 
or  run,  almoft,  a certain  rifque  of  lofing  fo  dear  a branch  of  his 
family,  as  his  wife.  Dodtor  Evory,  having  declared,  who  was  now 
ready  alfo  to  prove  it,  that  if  Mr.  Ottiwell  were  again  taken  into 
cuftody,  there  would  be  fcarce  a poffibility  of  his  wife’s  recovery  ; 
he,  of  courfe  remained  with  his  family.  The  hrft  day  of  this 
feffion  he  furrendered,  and  is  now  a week  confined  in  Newgate 
without  being  heard  in  his  own  defence.  The  petition  dated 
Mr.  0:tiweil  to  he  a man  extenfively  concerned  in  trade,  &c. 

Mr.  Brownie  then  faid  that  under  all  thefe  circumftances,  he 
trulled,  that  if  the  houfe  confidered  the  petition  fufficiently  humi- 
liating, and  that  he  underwent  a fufficient  punifhment,  they 
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would  enlarge  him  ; he  therefore  moved,  that  the  petition  be 
read,  which  paffed  in  the  affirmative  : and  then  that  he  be  dif- 
charged,  which  being  feconded, 

Mr.  Ho  are  got  up.  He  faid  no  one  felt  more  for  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  the  gentleman  alluded  to,  than  he  did  ; he  had  much  per- 
fonal  elleem  for  him  ; but  he  would  think  himfelf  guilty  of  the 
greated  impropriety  indeed,  it  he  agreed  with  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  for  his  enlargement.  What  ! a man  who  is  fuf- 
pedled  of  committing  with  others,  the  grolfed  fraud  on  the  public, 
into  the  merits  of  whofe  conduct  a Committee  of  this  Houle  fat  to 
inquire,  and  who  were  prevented  proceeding  in  this  laudable  bufi- 
nefs,  by  the  petitioner  refilling  to  give  an  anfwer  to  the  quelliou 
put  to  him,  which  was,  who  were  his  partners  in  the  purchafe  of 
the  lands  from  the  commiffioners  of  Wide  Streets.  In  his  own 
hand-writing  he  refufes  anfwering  this  queltion,  for  reafons,  which 
this  honourable  Houfe  did,  by  a great  majority,  think  were  not 
fufficient  j and  therefore  it  was  agreed  that  he  fhould  anfwer  the 
queltion.  Would  this  honourable  Houfe  now  fay,  that  what  they 
did  lalt  Seffion  was  not  juft,  was  not  right  ? he  hoped  they  never 
would;  and  furely  their  enlarging  him  now,  was  faying  fo  in  the 
fulled  manner  ; and  therefore,  for  the  confidency  of  the  Houfe, 
he  mud  oppofc  the  right  honourable  Gentleman’s  motion,  which  he 
was  fure  he  made  srotn  no  other  motives  but  humanity  to  the  indi- 
vidual himfelf,  for  whom  Mr.  Hoare  again  prodded  much  con- 
cern. What  was  the  confluence  ? a Bill  was  brought  into  the 
Houfe,  to  confirm  certain  grounds  to  the  petitioner  : a Bill  that 
was  then  refufed,  and  he  hoped  no  Member  in  that  Houfe  would 
ever  again  attempt  to  bring  in  fuch.  a Bill. 

Mr.  M.  Be  res  ford  faid  he  mull  fay  a few  words  on  the  fub- 
je&.  He  rofe,  he  faid,  to  warn  Gentlemen  of  the  extent  to  which 
their  objecting  to  the  bargain  concluded  between  Mr.  Qttiwell  and 
the  Board  of  Wide  Streets,  might  be  carried.  As  being  taken  by 
an  individual  from  public  truftees,  in  the  faired  manner,  and  in  a 
way,  he  made  no  doubt,  on  invedigation,  it  would  appear  very 
laudable  on  their  part.  All  the  forfeited  lands  in  this  country  were 
taken  from  public  trudees.  The  commiffioners  of  the  revenue  fre- 
quently fet  lands  veiled  in  them  by  law,  and  they  were  public  truf- 
tees  ; might  not,  therefore,  the  titles  of  all  thefe  be  as  well  dif- 
puted,  as  that  which  Mr.  Ottiwell  took  from  the  Board  of  Wide 
Streets  ? certainly  they  might  ; for  a more  fair  and  impartial  bar- 
gain never  was  concluded  by  any  parties. 

As  to  the  Bill  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  fpoke  of  in  fuch 
a contemptible  manner,  he  confdfed,  he,  as  a lawyer,  could  not 
fee  it  in  the  light  the  honourable  Member  did.  The  Bill,  it  was 
true,  was  brought  into  this  Houfe  ; but  the  Bill  was  treated,  not  even 
with  the  ufual  decency  that  Bills  are  which  are  not  to  pafs,  name- 
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ly,  put  off  to  a certain  day  ; but  it  was  refilled  by  the  Houfe, 
without  being  ever  read.  The  Bill  was  framed  by  a noble  Lord 
in  the  Upper  Houfe,  to  whom  this  country  was  much  indebted  for 
the  trouble  he  had  taken  to  bring  this  bufinefs  to  a final  iffue  ; and 
he  thought  the  Bill  deferred  a better  fate.  What  were  the  objedts 
of  this  Bill  ? They  were  three  : — The  firft  was  to  do  away  doubts, 
that  ferioufly  were  entertained,  of  any  public  truftees  having  a 
right  to  fet  or  fell  lands  which  they  did  not  a&ually  themfelves 
poffefs — the  fecond  was,  to  prevent  the  Board  of  Wide  Streets 
from  fetting  or  felling  any  lands,  without  firft  fubmitting  the  par- 
ticulars to  this  Houfe  ; thereby  guarding,  in  the  bell  pofiible  way, 
againflany  unfair  or  partial  agreement — and  the  third  was  to  con- 
firm the  take  to  this  man  (Mr.  Ottiwell',  who  had  embarked  his 
all  in  it,  and  who  was  now,  after  feven  years,  made  an  object  of 
the  greateft  feveritv,  by  Seffion  after  Seflion  his  title  being  difput- 
ed.  The  confequence  was,  that  Mr.  Ottiwell’s  numerous  corref- 
pondents,  hearing  of  thefe  inquiries,  caufed  a run  to  be  made  upon 
him,  and  his  ruin  would  be  the  inevitable  confequence,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  his  extenlive  credit. 

Much  had  been  faid  in  this  bufinefs  a3  to  Ottiwell  only,  and  Ot- 
tiwell and  Co. — He  would  beg  leave  to  add  a few  words  on  this  fub- 
je6t ; when  he  made  no  doubt  he  would  fhew  to  this  Houfe,  that  the 
public  had  as  a good  fecurity  in  Ottiwell  only,  as  they  could  have 
in  Ottiwell  and  Co. — it  was  this  ; before  Ottiwell  got  poffeffion  of 
any  lot,  he  was  compelled  to  advance  one-third  in  money,  and  to 
give  fecurity  for  the  remainder  ; himfelf  in  20,oco  1.  on  oath, 
and  fix  others,  in  20,000 1.  each  ; could  any  fecurity,  he  would 
afk,  exceed  this  ? Certainly  not.  Now  how  was  this  gentleman 
tieated,  who  dealt  on  public  faith  ? In  advance  a confiderable  deal 
for  the  ground  he  got  poffeffion  of,  and  under  rent  alfo  ; now  three 
years.  — While  on  the  other  hand,  thofe  who  took  his  grounds  at 
firft,  hearing  of  the  inveftigation  of  Parliament,  gave  them  up  in 
fear  and  terror,  and  no  one  came,  nor  could  be  expedled  to  come 
to  take  more,  while  his  title  lay  under  a cloud.  What  does  he  now 
afk  from  the  wifdom  and  juflice  of  this  Houfe  ? why  to  decide  upon 
him  in  any  way  to  put  ail  end  to  this  bufinefs  ; either  confirm  him 
in  the  poffeffion  for  ever,  or  to  difpoffefs  him  for  ever.  Determin- 
ed to  abide  by  the  decifion  either  way,  can  any  thing  be  more  fair, 
he  would  afk  ? and  therefore  he  would  vote  for  his  enlargement,  and 
let  the  Houfe  afterwaidsin  their  wifdom  come  to  fome  determina- 
tion, either  to  refeue  a man  from  inevitable  ruin,  who  has  through- 
out depended  on  the  public  faith  for  his  fecurity,  or  to  relieve  him 
in  fuch  a way  as  they  may  think  fit. 

Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  then  faid,  he  could  not  help  far- 
ing, that  in  this  bufinefs  Mr.  Ottiwell  was  cruelly  dealt  with  : if 
fijult  was  to  attach  any  where,  it  fnotild  be  to  the  commiflioners  ot 
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Wide  Streets  ; but  furely  not  to  him,  who  made  the  bed  bargain 
he  could.  He  underllood  he  was  now  confined  for  not  anfweririg 
aquellion  ; this  on  his  oath  he  fwore  would  materially  ^injure  his 
property,  by  involving  him  in  law  fuits.  He  underftood  it  was 
part  of  the  laws  of  thi*  country,  that  a man  could  not  be  made  to 
anfwer  what  would  criminate  or  injure  himfclf.  There  was  a pow- 
er in  the  court  of  Chancery  to  make  a man  anfwer,  by  certain  pow- 
ers veiled  in  that  court,  any  quellion,  though  it  may  injure  him, 
when  a title  was  claimed  by  any  one,  to  property  fuch  perfon  pef- 
felfed ; but  this  cafe  was  no  way  relevant  : and  for  his  own  part  he 
would  fay  that  if  he  was  alked  a queftion  in  that  Houfe,  an  anfwer 
to  which  would  involve  himfelf  and  his  property  in  law  fuits,  he 
would  openly  avow  he  would  not  anfwer  it,  and  therefore  he  was 
for  Mr.  Ottiwell  being  difcharged. 

Right  Honourable  J.  Beresford  faid,  that  in  his  mind  no 
blame  could  attach  to  the  commiffioners  of  wide  llreets,  in  the  bu- 
iinefs,  of  which  he  was  one  : as  they  added  throughout  in  the  bed 
poflible  manner  for  the  public,  whole  truftees  they  were.  So  long 
ago  as  the  year  1783,  the  A61  of  Parliament  fpecified  certain  ave- 
nues and  llreets  to  be  built : and  having  fixed  a certain  demarcation 
of  that  line,  the  commiffioners  were  bound  to  carry  it  into 
execution.  Sums  of  money  were  from  feffion  to  feffion  voted 
to  carry  the  fame  into  effedl,  to  the  amount  of  81,000  1.  but  yet 
no  way  fufficient  to  promote  the  intended  improvements  ; on  the 
contrary  they  found,  that  after  three  years,  they  were  lofers  on 
81,000  1.  (by  filtered  of  money  and  other  unavoidable  expences)  no 
iefs  a fum  than  15,0001.  and  all  the  while  nothing  done! — Mr.  Be- 
resford faid,  he  then  called  upon  the  moll  experienced  men  and 
the  officers  of  the  Board,  for  the  mod  accurate  valuation  of  the 
grounds,  and  a calculation  of  the  expence  of  the  intended  works, 
with  which  he  waited  on  the  government  of  this  country,  which 
was  then  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham’s,  and  reprefented  the  bufi- 
nefs  to  him  in  the  light  he  faw  it,  namely,  that  they  were  run 
aground,  and  15,0001.  lod  for  ever,  without  any  improvement 
whatever  being  made. 

To  Parliament  they  could  not  apply  again,  as  Parliament  had 
nothing  to  give  ; and  that  if  the  government  chofe,  he  would  re- 
commend it  as  the  wifed  meafure  to  have  the  whole  fold  in  lots,  the 
money  veded  with  government  until  all  was  fold,  and  then  the  work 
to  go  on.  Lord  Buckingham  much  approved  of  the  meafure,  but 
he  Was  wife  enough  to  fee,  that  however  inclined  government  was 
to  further  the  improvement  of  Dublin,  and  however  jud  the  mea- 
fure was,  yet  there  were  men  in  this  country  to  he  found,  who  would 
pervert  the  bed  intentions,  and  would  call  this  a job,  and  therefore 
he  declined  it.  To  the  next  government,  Mr.  Beresford  faid,  he  ap- 
plied likewife,  in  the  fame  way,  an.d  received  the  fame  anfwer,  and 
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for  the  fame  reafons.  The  commiffioners  finding  they  had  nothing 
to  expert  from  government  ; that  they  were  engaged  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a monftrous  debt,  with  a heavy  intereft  accruing  ; all  the 
works  they  were  bound  to  execute  at  a flop  ; and  the  commiffioners, 
with  all  their  refources,  exhaufted  ; they  were  ready  to  receive  fuch 
propofais  as  would  be  likely  to  effect  the  object  of  the  public.  Jufl 
at  this  time,  Mr.  Otti well  happened  to  come  forward  with  his  pro- 
pofai,  which  propofal  comprehending  all  thac  was  meant  to  be  done, 
and  even  exceeding  the  calculated  expence  of  the  work  to  the  pub- 
lic, the  commiffioners  readily  embraced  it  as  deferving  their  moft 
ferious  attention. 

Some  years  lince  this  bufinefs  was  undertaken,  an  idea  was 
fnggelted  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  he  now  addreffcd,  of 
dividing  it  into  lots,  and  having  the  whole  fold  at  one  time  ; the 
idea  was  adopted,  and  for  that  purpofe  each  lot  was  valued  ; and 
the  fir  11  lot  fet  up  for  lale  was,  five  houfes  oppofite  the  Cuftom- 
houfe,  in  the  place  called  the  Crefcent.  On  the  day  of  audliori 
there  were  no  bidders,  owing,  he  is  convinced,  to  combination 
(for  he  quoted  the  evidence  of  the  Committee).  He  was  not 
then  prelent  himfelf,  but  heard  it  from  the  Commiffioners  who 
attended  the  fale.  Finding  no  bidders  at  the  feveral  auction's  ad- 
vertifed,  fome  perfons  concerned  in  building  the  new  Cuftom-houle 
(at  that  time  going  on)  were  confulted,  Mr.  Candon,  Mr. 
Darlev,  Mr.  Harman,  &c.  and  they  all  agreed  pretty  nearly  in 
their  valuation,  even  lo  near  asyol.  within  the  calculation  prepared 
for  Government  by  the  Officers  of  the  Board,  and  which  amounted 
to  fo  large  a fum  as  io2,oooI. 

Mr.  Ottiwell  at  this  time  came  to  Mr.  Beresford,  and  told  him, 
as  one  of  the  Board,  he  would  give  fo  much  for  it,  upon  which 
Mr.  Beresford  faid,  that  his  propofal  was  too  low  : and  that  if  he 
meant  to  get  it,  he  mull  offer  more,  which  alone  would  be  molt 
likely  to  induce  the  Commiffioners  to  accede  to  it.  Mr.  Ottiwell 
thereupon  fent  in  his  propofais  for  the  whole  lots,  the  amount  of 
which  propofal  was  about  jc8,oool.  This  was  received  and  taken 
into  confederation,  and  remained  before  the  Board  for  a confiderable 
length  of  time,  and  was  ultimately,  after  mature  deliberation,  ac- 
cepted of.  Then  it  went  abroad  that  Ottiwell  made  from  io,oook 
to  ioOjOOcI.  by  the  bargain  ; and  when  juries  came  to  give  verdicts 
of  the  value  of  fome  other  lots,  they  were  fo  led  aftray  by  thefe  re- 
ports, that  they  valued  them  at  three  times  their  real  value.  The 
confequence  was,  that  many  perfons  took  fome  of  thefe  grounds 
from  Ottiwell  at  this  fuppofed  value,  conceiving  them  bargains, 
which,  Ottiwell,  no  doubt,  gained  by,  fo  far  ; but  in  a ftiort  time  > 
they  found  out  their  millake,  for  which  they  were  likely  to  pay 
very  dear.  In  all  this  the  Commiffioners  atSted  for  the  belt,  and  it 
he  was  to  judge  from  the  evidence  given  before  the  Lords,  which 
was  of  the  moft  experienced  and  refpe&able  men,  the  whole  was' 


DEBATE  S. 


33 


» 


fold  dear  enough  to  Ottiwel!  ; for  though  fome  lots  were  let 
at  confiderable  profit,  occafioned  by  the  exaggerated  reports 
that  had  gone  abroad,  yet  others  flood  him  very  high. 

Here  he  dated  from  the  evidence,  that  Mr.  Cope  had  pur- 
chafed  from  an  individual  (fubfequent  to  Ottiwell's  and  ad- 
joining to  his  in  the  fame  line  of  ffreet)  feveral  thoufand  feet, 
with  depth  150  feet,  at  8s.  6d.  a foot,  whereas  Mr.  Ortiwell 
pays  for  only  47  feet  deep  13s.  a foot.  He  then  mentioned 
particulars  about  Drogheda-ilreet,  TuckerVrow,  &c.  and  the 
caufe  of  the  difference  of  valuation  between  Darley  and 
Sherrard  (the  furveyors  to  the  coinmiffioners)  on  Mr.  Eccles  s 
ground  in  Drogheda-ftreet,  being,  that  one  valued  from  two, 
the  other  from  three  fronts.  Mr.  Beresford  offered  this  much 
to  vindicate  the  commiflioners  ; and  alfo  to  fliew,  that  under 
the  exifbing  circumtfances,  every  thing  was  done  by  the  com- 
millioners  to  make  an  advantageous  bargain  for  the  public — 
Here  Mr.  Beresford  concluded,  by  lamenting  that  the  invefti- 
garion  before  Parliament  had  taken  place,  as  it  had  retarded 
the  completion  of  the  works,  which  otherwife  would  have  been 
carried  into  effetl  long  fince,  and  has  caufed  a vafl  additions-.! 
expence  already  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Maxwell  faid  he  felt  great  pain  in  differing  from  his 
Right  Hon.  friend  on  the  bufinefs,  as  he  muff  by  fo  doing  vote 
for  the  confinement  of  a man,  whom  he  muff  feel  for,  and  for 
whofe  fituation  he  really  was  much  concerned  ; but  he  was 
aftonifhed  to  find  his  Right  Hon.  friend  fay,  that  Mr.  Ottiwel! 
was  fent  from  the  Bar  unheard  ; if  he  read  the  journals  he 
would  find,  that  Mr.  Ottiwell  was  heard  ; that  he  refufed  to 
anlwer,  and  that  for  fuch  refufal,  he  was  judged  by  that 
Houfe  as  guilty  of  a contempt  of  its  privileges. — He  would 
mofl  certainly  therefore  ever  oppofe  his  enlargement  from 
Newgate,  (however  he  pitied  his  fituation)  until  he  would 
anfwer  the  queftion  as  put  to  him  ; and  therefore  he  trufted 
his  Right  Hon.  friend  would  poifpone  his  motion,  until  he 
knew  if  he  would  anfwer. 

Here  the  Speaker  rofe.  He  faid  he  always  felc  11  neafy, 
whenever  he  heard  an  infinuation  of  his  neglect  or  impro- 
priety ; although  he  was  almoff  certain  Urom  his  memory, 
that  he  did  not  deferve  two  charges  of  this  kind  made  againfl 
him  this  night,  of  which  were  he  guilty,  he  could'not  fail  to 
take  fhame  to  liimfelf. — The  firfl  charge  was,  that  a Bill  was 
rejected  without  being  read  ; the  next,  that  Mr.  Ottiwell  was 
lent  from  the  Bar  unheard. — To  refute  both  thefe,  he  defired 
the  Journals  fbould  be  read  : which  flu  wed  that  the  Bill 
Vol.  XV!.  D 
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read  : and  that  Mr.  Ottiwcll  was  heard  fo  far  as  to  refufe  the 
quell  ion  lajl  Jajfton. 

The  Speaker  mentioned,  that  this  being  a holiday,  many 
Gentlemen  conceived  no  bufmels  would  be  done  in  the  Houfe, 
and  confequently  a number  of  Members  were  abfent. 

Mr.  Denis  Browne  then  agreed,  that  the  further  confide- 
ration  of  the  bufinels  fhould  be  deferred  to  Monday  next 

Upon  which  the  Houfe  adjourned  to  Mondav, 


Monday,  February  t,  1796, 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Secretary  Pelham,  rofe  to  bring  for» 
ward  his  promifed  motion,  for  a Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
Hate  of  the  Corn  and  Provifions  in  this  country.  The  ftate  of 
his  health,  he  faid,  did  not  permit  him  to  go  very  much  at 
large  into  the  fubjedl,  nor  indeed  did  he  apprehend  the  Houfe 
would  think  it  neceflary. — He  was  not  actuated  to  this  motion 
by  any  apprehenfion  that  there  was  any  thing  like  a fcarcity  to 
be  apprehended  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  corn  or  provifions  in 
the  kingdom — on  the  contrary,  if  the  Houfe  fhould  think 
proper  to  agree  with  his  propofiticn  for  inftituting  the  inquiry, 
he  had  reafon  to  think  the  refult  would  obviate  all  apprehcn- 
lions  on  this  head — but  though  it  would  prove  that  our  prefent 
fupply  was  adequate  to  our  own  occafions,  it  would  alfo  fhew, 
we  had  nothing  to  fpare  ; and  hence  would  appear  the  necefiity 
of  the  Bill  he  had  before  mentioned  his  intention  to  introduce, 
for  enabling  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
corn,  notwichftanding  the  regulation  laid  down  by  the  Corn 
Laws.  It  had  been  fuggefted  by  an  Hon.  Member  (Mr.  Van- 
deleur)  that  rhofe  laws  under  which  the  country  had  derived 
fo  much  advantage,  fhould  not  be  touched,  but  with  the  moft 
deliberate  caution* — he  truly  coincided  with  that  opinion,  and 
ccitainly  it  would  be  very  prefumptuous  in  him  to  bring  for- 
ward  any  meafure  which  could  have  a tendency  to  interrupt 
the  wifely  intended  purpofes  of  thofe  laws,  under  which  the 
country  had  fo  eminently  profpered — However,  the  relative 
firuation  of  Europe,  and  the  fcarcity,  and  confequently  high 
prices  of  grain  in  other  Countries,  and  which  were  by  no 
means  fo  prevalent  in  this,  would  natutally  point  out  Ireland 
as  a probable  market  for  fupply,  and  naturally  induce  mar- 
chants  to  fpeculate,  in  their  avidity  for  gain,  by  exports  to 
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other  countries  to  fuch  a degree  as  might  bring  fcarcity  home 
to  our  own  doors.  The  fuftenance  of  the  people  was  a pref- 
ling and  primary  object  to  which  it  was  the  fird  duty  of  Go- 
vernment and  the  Legiflature  to  attend,  and  therefore  as  the 
corn  laws  permitted  the  export  of  grain,  when  the  price  did 
not  exceed  a certain  average,  and  as  this  point  \yas  very  often 
effected  by  the  artifices  of  the  fpcculator,  anxious  for  his  own 
gain,  and  perhaps  carelefs  of  the  confequences,  it  would  be- 
hove the  Legiflature  to  fatisfy  the  people  as  to  the  fupply  on 
which  they  had  to  depend.  Secondly,  to  guard  againfc  any 
artifice  which  might  tend  ciandedinely  to  diminifh  that  fupply 
through  avarice  of  individuals,  with  injury  to  the  whole. 

Another  reafon  why  he  wiflied  the  inquiry  inflituted,  in 
order  to  eftablifh  the  truth  on  this  head,  was,  that  an  opinion 
was  very  generally  entertained  in  England,  he  feared  errone- 
oufly,  that  a very  ample  fupply  of  corn  was  to  be  had  in  Ire- 
land — The  inquiry  would  fliew  the  people  of  England  the 
imprudence  of  indulging  an  erroneous  reliance,  and  teach  them 
to  direct  their  exertions  elfewhere. 

A notion  was  entertained  by  fome,  and  he  believed  it  was 
expended,  that  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  could 
authorize  the  exportation  of  corn,  notwithflanding  the  regu- 
lation laid  down  by  the  corn  laws;  this,  however,  was  equally 
remote  from  fa6t  and  probability,  that  his  Excellency  would 
difpenfe  in  fuch  a way  with  Laws  fo  wifely  framed  by  the 
wifdom  of  the  Legiflature. 

Amongd  the  mod  falutary  and  efficacious  regulations  made 
by  the  Corn  Laws  of  Ireland,  none  perhaps  tended  more  to 
(Emulate  a foirit  of  agriculture,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  have 
plenty  at  home,  than  the  granting  of  bounties  upon  the  expor- 
tation of  corn. 

A flmilar  regulation  was  adopted  the  time  of  the  Revolution* 
fo  early  as  the  years  1689  or  1690,  and  although  the  agricul- 
ture of  the  country  before  that  period  was  by  no  means  ade- 
quate to  the  coiifumption  of  the  country,  yet  fuch  was  the 
rapid  growth  of  agriculture  in  confcquence  of  the  bounty, 
that  England  for  a feries  of  years  had  not  only  an  ample  fupply 
of  corn  for  her  own  confumption,  but  a very  confiderable  re- 
dundancy for  exportation.  A contrary  policy  was  adopted, 
and  under  an  idea  of  rendering  cheap  the  maintenance  of 
manufadhirers,  a bounty  was  granted  on  the  importation  of 
corn  ; the  confequence  of  which  was,,  that  the  culture  of  corn 
bad  progreflively  dwindled  everfince,  and  that  for  many  years 
pad  the  produce  of  England  had  fallen  vaftly  fhort  indeed  of 
the  confumption.  He  (fated  this  as  a fa£t  which  he  confldered 
mod  materially  intereding  to  the  farmers  of  Ireland,  and  one 
which  mud  operate  to  the  advantages  of  agriculture  in  this 
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country,  perhaps  ns  much  ns  any  other  obje&  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  corn  laws.  Mr.  Pelham  concluded  by  moving, 
that  a Special  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
prefent  fhte  of  corn  and  provifions  in  this  country. 

After  a few  words  from  Mr.  Vandeleur  acceding  to  the 
principle,  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a Committee  ap- 
pointed to  fit  to-morrow  in  the  Speaker’s  chamber. 

Mr.  Pelham  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill,  for 
empowering  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  corn  for  a certain  period. 

Leave  given,  and  a Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr.  Barrington  Laid,  he  had  heard  much  in  that  Houfe 
of  the  diftrelfes  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people* — of  exag- 
gerated grievances  and  theoretic  remedies  ; but  when  a real 
grievance  exitled,  he  wished  to  apply  a practical  remedy  ; and 
the  indigent  poor  and  lower  dalles  in  Dublin  required,  in  one 
particular,  the  immediate  interpolation  of  Parliament;  the 
temporary  rife  on  food  rendered  it  more  difficult  than  ufual  to 
provide,  and  when  provided,  the  exorbitant  price  of  fuel  ren- 
dered it  difficult  to  be  made  palatable.  h i 1 ft  the  price  of 
coals  was  fubjed  to  the  combination  of  Fadors  and  Captains, 
it  mufl  not  only  prefs  heavy  on  the  poor,  but  materially  affed 
many  of  the  manuL&urers  of  this  city. — Delicacy  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Member  who  repreknted  this  City,  had  hitherto  retrain- 
ed him  from  propoling  meafures  upon  the  fubjed ; in  vain  had 
he  waited  for  the  beneficial  ef}cds  of  that  Gentleman’s  regu- 
lations ; old  bills  had  been  carelefsly  adopted;  the  remedies 
were  inadequate — the  extortion  continued.  Whilffc  the  reafon 
and  feelings  of  gentlemen  feemed  abforbed  in  the  difeuffion  of 
parry  grievances  and  political  remedies,  the  poor  of  Dublin 
were  fufrered  to  groan,  nay,  ahnoft  perifh,  under  a real  grie- 
vance, which  common  realon  and  plain  understanding  could 
both  afeertain  and  remedy.  Under  that  imprefiion  he  would 
iubmit  to  rhe  Houfe,  that  the  Coal  Trade  of  Dublin  required, 
their  immediate  interference  ; and  as  the  firft  Hep  towards  that 
meafure,  he  fhould  move,  “ that  a Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  rhe  Coal  Trade  of  Dublin,  and  to 
report  ro  the  Houfe  fuch  remedy  as  to  them  fhould  feem  molt 
conducive  to  lower  and  keep  down  the  price  of  that  necefTary 
article  and  on  the  report  of  that  Committee,  he  fa  id  he 
would  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  a Bill  to  carry  it  into  effied. 
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Another  circumftance,  he  En id,  prcffed  heavy  on  the  poor  of 
this  metropolis.  'T'he  dearnefs  of  provifions,  he  faid,  arofe 
in  fome  meafure  from  a temporary  caufe,  likely  foon  to  be 
removed  ; at  prefent  the  fcarcity  was  fictitious  and  the  price 
unnatural,  that  is  in  its  extent  ; and  it  ftruck  him  forcibly  that 
the  practice  of  foreftalling  and  monopoly  muil  be  the  true 
caufes  of  any  fcarcity  or  high  price  of  necellaries.  Laws  to 
prevent  foreftalling  in  Dublin  and  its  vicinity  were  in  force, 
but  they  were  ineffectual  ; and  foreftalling  all  the  neceftaries 
of  life  coming  into  Dublin  market  continued  in  full  force,  and 
muft  be  repreft’ed— -he  therefore  moved,  “ that  a Committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  practice  of  foreftalling  of  pro- 
vifions and  other  neceftaries  in  Dublin  and  its  Vicinity,  and  to 
report  to  the  Houfe  fuch  meafure  as  to  them  may  feem  molt 
likely  to  prevent  that  pernicious  praCtice/ 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Grattan  faid,  that  he  lamented 
equally  with  any  other  gentleman,  that  the  Bill  he  had  the 
honour  to  introduce,  had  not  been  attended  with  the  defired 
effeCt,  and  the  reafon  was,  that  the  only  remedy  which  pro- 
mifed  on  the  beft  confidcration  of  the  cafe  to  be  effectual,  was 
not  adopted.  The  fupply  of  the  metropolis  with  coals  de- 
pended on  the  cireumftances  of  winds  and  water ; and  it  was 
uniformly  found  that  the  contrariety  of  wind  in  winter  pre- 
vented the  regular  fupply,  and  confequently  gave  occafion  to 
enhance  the  price.  T he  only  remedy  then,  appeared  to  the 
Committee,  who  before  inquired  into  this  fubjeCt,  was  extenfive 
(forage  during  the  fummer  months,  while  the  article  could  be 
had  cheap  ; and  therefore  it  was,  that  he  before  propofed  a 
bounty  on  the  (forage  of  coals,  in  the  fummer,  that  the  good 
effeCfs  of  a plentiful  fupply  might  be  felt  by  the  citizens  in  the 
winter.  He  did  intend  to  have  called  forward  the  bufinefs 
again,  as  a part  of  his  duty  ; but  he  thanked  the  Hon.  Mem- 
ber for  bringing  it  forward,  and  (liould  be  happy  to  give  it  his 
aftiftance  and  fupporc. 

Mr.  Barrington  coincided  with  Mr.  Grattan  in  the  ne- 
cefllty  of  the  remedy  he  had  propofed,  and  faid  his  objeft  was 
to  prevent  the  article  from  riling  above  the  price  of  zis.  per 
ton  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  ].  C.  Beresford  prefented  a petition  on  this  fubjeCf, 
which  was  figned  by  the  Chief  Magiftrate,  High  Sheriffs,  and 
feveral  reputable  Citizens,  which  was  received,  and  the  Com- 
mittee appointed. 
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The  Right  Hon.  D.  Browne  moved,  that  the  petition  of 
Henry  Ottiweli  be  now  read  j which  being  done,  he  hated, 
that  he  was  not  in  the  kingdom  when  the  bufmefs  was  befo».; 
agitated  in  the  former  SefTion  ; that  as  far  as  the  fubjett  me" 
his  obfervation,  he  underftood  that  the  original  object  of  the 
Houfe  in  examining  this  bufmefs,  and  interrogating  Mr.  Otti- 
vvell,  was  not  any  crime  alleged  againft  that  gentlemen,  but  a 
iufpicion  of  criminality  on  the  part  of  fome  of  their  own. 
agents  in  difpcling  of  the  ground  ; if  this  was  reaily  the  cafe, 
and  that  any  of  the  perform  fo  ful petted  had  been  fairly  and 
fpecifically  pointed  out,  and  that  Mr  Ottiweli  on  being  called 
to  give  evidence  be; ore  the  Houfe,  touching  what  he  knew 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  fuch  perfon  cr  perfons,  had  re- 
futed to  anfwer  the  interrogatory,  then  indeed  he  would  have 
fully  and  defervedly  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  Houfe, 
and  no  man  would  have  been  more  prompt  than  the  Right 
Hon.  Member  kimfelf  to  move  for  his  committal ; bur  on  be- 
ing called  on  to  anfwer  a queftion,  touching  his  own  private 
affairs,  when  no  charge  of  criminality  was  exhibited  againft 
him,  and  by  his  anfwer  to  fubjedt  himfelf  to  law-fuits,  and  his 
property  and  credit  to  ruin,  he  humbly  apprehended,  that 
there  was  no  principle  in  law  or  equity,  which  could  criminate 
the  man  ; that  as  the  Houfe  had  now  vindicated  its  privileges 
by  fending  him  to  prifon  for  refufing  to  anfwer,  and  as  the 
man  had  made  in  his  petition  fuch  conceffions,  as  he  hoped  the 
Houfe  would  think  fufficiently  humiliating,  he  fhould  move 
that  Mr.  Ottiweli  be  now  enlarged. 

Mr.  Hoare,  after  profeiling  that  his.  private  feelings  towards 
Mr.  Ottiweli  fully  coincided  with  the  motion  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Member,  yet  his  public  duty  forbad  him  to  indulge  thofe 
feelings  at  the  expence  of  Parliamentary  Privilege  and  Dignity. 
He  then  went  over  pretty  much  the  fame  arguments  as  on 
Saturday,  touching  the  deficiency  of  the  petition  in  not  fiating 
Mr.  Ottiwell’s  readinefs  now  to  anfwer  the  queftion,  for  re- 
fuling  to  anfwer  which,  he  had  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the 
Houfe. 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pelham  Laid,  he  muft  own,  that  from 
the  opening  of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  D.  Browne),  on 
Saturday  night,  he  was  taught  to  expect  that  the  petition 
brought  forward  would  have  at  leaf!  Hated,  that  had  thjs  un- 
fortunate gentleman  been  brought  to  the  Bar,  he  hoped  to  be 
able  to  give  fuch  explanatory  reafonsas  would  be  competent  to 
fatisfy  the  Houfe,  and  to  mitigate  the  difpleafure  he  had  the 
misfortune  unadvifedly  to  incur,  by  declining  to  anfwer  their 
qiteftions.  If  therefore  he  faould  be  fatisfied  that  there  was  nc 
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objeXion  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Otti well’s  friends,  to  withdraw 
the  petition  in  order  to  give  it  this  additional  claim  to  the  con- 
lideration  of  the  Hotife,  he  fhould  have  no  objeXion  to  vote 
for  podponing  this  bufinefs  uncil  to-morrow — -and  in  his  mind 
this  would  be  the  mod  advifeable  mo  le  for  Mr.  Ottiwell -s 
friends  to  adopt. 

After  fome  further  confi deration,  the  Right  Hon.  Mr. 
Browne  withdrew  the  petition,  fub  the  bufmefs 

was  poftponed  till  to-morrQW. 

Adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  2,  1796. 

Mr.  D.  Browne,  after  a fhort  preface,  prefented  a petition, 
from  Mr.  Henry  Ottiwell,  praying  to  be  difeharged  from  his 
prefent  confinement  in  Newgate. 

The  petition  was  received  and  read  ; it  dated  amongft  other 
things,  that  no  Cominiffioner  or  any  of  their  connexions,  or  any 
p.erfon  in  trufl  for  them,  was  a partner  with  him  in  the  take 
from  the  Cornmiffioners  of  Wide-ftreets — to  this  petition  there 
was  an  affidavit  of  Mr.  Octiwell’s  annexed,  fworn  this  day 
before  the  Right  Hon.  William  Worthington,  Lord  Mayor  of 
this  City,  averring  that  the  allegations  of  the  petition  were 
irue-r-the  petition  further  Hated,  thac.  be  was  ready  to  fubmic 
to  the  pleafure  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Browne  obferved  on  the  petition,  that  the  words,  “ or 
any  of  their  connexions,  or  any  perfon  in  trud  for  them,”  were 
interlined ; but  lie  pledged  himfelf,  that  Mr.  Ottiwell  would 
come  forward  and  fubdantiate  it  on  oath. 

Sir  John  Blaquiere,  was  of  opinion,  that  from  the  peti- 
tion which  had  been  read,  fatisfaXion  had  been  done  to  the 
injured  authority  of  the  Houfe.  The  petition  had  fatisfied  his 
mind.  He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  Mr.  Otrivyell  had  tranf- 
grefled  : but  now  that  he  dates,  that  he  is  ready  to  fubmit  to 
the  pleafure  of  the  Houle,  it  is  a complete  atonement  for  his 
tranfgreffion.  He  faid,  that  perhaps,  the  Cornmiffioners  of 
Wide-dreets  in  their  tranfaXion  with  Mr.  Ottiwell  had  made 
rather  a hady  bargain  ; for  his  part  he  fhould  not  take  upon 
him  to  cenfure  the  conduX  of  the  Cornmiffioners,  but  in  his 
opinion  the  honour  of  the  Houfe  was  vindicated,  by  the  fub- 
miffion  contained  in  the  petition  of  Mr.  Ottiwell,  and  if  this 
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profecmion  was  carried  further,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be 
the  perfecution  of  an  individual,  and  if  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  introduced  the  petition,  would  move  lor  the 
difcharge  of  Mr.  Ottiwell,  he  would  fecond  it. 

/ 

Mr.  Egan  conceived  the  prefent  queftion  to  be  a conflidd 
and  wreftle  between  this  Houfe  and  an  individual,  and  (urely 
the  Houfe  would  not  defcend  fo  low  from  its  own  Dignity,  as 
to  fuffer  the  individual  to  be  uppermoft  ; he,  here,  went  at 
large  into  the  bufinefs  of  laid  Sefllon,  refpedtirig  Mr,  Ottiwell, 
and  he  appealed  to  the  Chair,  if  there  was  any  precedent  on 
the  Journals  of  this  Houfe,  or  of  the  journals  of  the  Britifh 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  of  any  inl\ance  wiiere  a perfon  who  had 
been  committed  by  the  Houfe  for  a contumacy  had  been  en- 
larged, except  either  by  a iubmilfion  to  the  Houfe,  or  by  a 
lapfe  of  the  Seillon.  7he  petition  prefented  ycfterday  dated, 
that  Mr.  Ottiwell  was  exceedingly  forry  for  having  incurred 
the  difpleafure  of  the  Houfe,  but  the  petition  preiented  this 
day,  v/as  contumacious.  If  the  Houfe  iliould,  under  the  pre- 
fent circumftances,  difcharge  Mr.  Ottiwell,  it  would  be  giving 
him  a complete  triumph  over  the  Houfe  : befides  it  would  be 
eftabli filing  a bad  precedent  ; for  if  fuch  a cafe  iliould  arife  in 
future,  it  might  be  faid,  that  Mr.  Ottiwell  had  a quarrel  with 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  by  throwing  himfelf  on  their 
good  nature  and  humanity,  he  gulled  them  ; but  looking  upon 
this  bufinefs  in  a judicial  point  of  view,  he  was  for  fupporting 
the  Privileges  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Browne  moved,  that  the  petition  b^  again  read,  which 
being  read  by  the  Clerk  : 

After  adverting  to  the  cafe  of  a printer,  who  was  examined 
this  Sefhon  before  a Committee  of  the  Englifli  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, for  printing  a pamphlet  alleged  to  be  written  by  Mr. 
Reeves,  and  which  was  confidercd  a Libel,  and  who  refuted 
anfwering  queftions  put  to  him  by  the  Committee,  on  the 
ground  that  it  might  materially  injure  him,  and  although  Mr. 
Sheridan  had  reported  the  fame  Ipecially  to  the  Houfe,  yet 
the  Houfe  made  no  order  thereon — moved,  that  Mr.  Ottiwell 
be  now  difeharged. 

The  Speaker  obferved,  that  the  petition  which  had  been 
prefented  was  a very  unulua.1  one  ; there  was  fcarce  any  in- 
ftance  of  an  affidavit  being  annexed  to  a petition  prefented  to 
this  Houfe,  and  befides,  there  were  interlineations  in  the  peti 
tion,  and  on  the  whole  of  it,  he  entertained  doubts  whethe 
this  petition  could  be  entered  on  the  Journals. 
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Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  faid,  that  the  petition  w as  fo  unu- 
fual,  that  he  W'ifhcd  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  intro- 
duced it,  would  withdraw  it  ; he  faid  the  'queftion  was  not  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  Conintiftioners  ot  W ide-ftreets,  but 
the  queftion  was  limply  this,  whether  Mr.  Ottiweil  who  had 
incurred  the  cenfure  of  the  Houfe,  had  made  that  degree  of 
atonement,  fo  ns  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  difcharge  him  from 
his  confinement  ? and  he  fuggefted  that  Mr.  Ottiweil  fhould 
be  brought  to  the  Bar,  and  then  the  Houfe  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  examining  him  ; and  if  his  anfwers  were  fatis- 
faftory,  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  but  tha:  the  humanity 
of  the  Houfe  would  be  extended  towards  him. 

Mr.  Curran  went  very  largely  into  the  fubjedt.  He  con- 
tended that  Mr.  Ottiweil  was  compelled  to  aniwer  fuch  qucf- 
tions  as  the  Houfe  might  think  proper  to  put  to  him  ; for  he 
was  compelled  fo  to  do  in  an  inferior  court. — Mr.  Ottiweil  had 
been  committed  for  a Breach  of  the  Privileges  of  Parliament: 
and  the  Houfe  was  bound  to  fupport  its  own  Dignity,  and  not 
to  defert  its  Duty  : and  if  the  motiou  be  for  difeharging  Mr. 
Ottiweil,  he  would  confider  it  as  deferring  his  Duty  if  he  did 
rot  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  Browne  moved  the  petition  to  be  withdrawn,  which, 
on  the  queftion  being  put,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Browne  then  prefented  another  petition  ; which  was 
received  and  read.  He  then  moved  that  Mr.  Ottiweil  be  dif- 
charged. 

The  Speaker  obferved,  that  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to 
fupport  its  own  Dignity  ; the  petition  juft  now  prefented  was 
fo  blotted,  that  it  could  be  fcarcely  read  by  the  Clerk,  and 
the  petition  received  by  that  Houfe  becomes  one  of  ics  Re- 
cords. 

Here  the  queftion  of  adjournment  was  loudly  called  for. 

Mr.  Browne,  Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford,  Sir  J.  Blaquiere,  and 
Mr.  Sankey,  contended  that  a petition  ever  fo  blotted,  was  not 
fufficient  ground  to  keepa  man  confined  even  for  a Bugle  night, 
and  they  ihould  vote  againft  the  queftion  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Maxwell  and  Mr.  Hoare  fupported  the  queftion  of  ad- 
journment ; and  on  the  queftion  being  put,  the  Houfe  divided: 
when  the  numbers  were,  for  the  queftion  of  adjournment,  40 

Againft  it  - - - - “34 

Adjourned, 
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Wednesday,  February  3.,  1796. 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Grattan  now  rofe  to  iubniir  a mo- 
tion to  the  Houfe,  reflecting  the  Biii  of  Indemnification 
brought  forward  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Attorney  General.  It 
was  a motion  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  that  degree  of  in- 
formation which  he  thought  necefiary  to  juflify  the  Houfe  in 
adopting  that  Bill.  He  had  before  expreffed  his  wifh  that  this 
Bid  Zhou  Id  be  received  with  the  utmoil  calmnefs,  and  its  prin- 
ciple argued  with  coolntfs  and  temper.  He  did  not  now  rife 
to  oppofe  or  condemn  the  Bid  j he  merely  wifhed  for  informa- 
tion touching  the  neceflity  of  the  Bill  ; he  did  not  mean  to 
move  for  a Committee  of  general  inquiry,  but  merely  an  exa- 
mination of  the  fa  (ft  3 which  were  flated  to  conilitute  the  occa- 
fion  of  fuch  a Bill,  and  the  conduct  of  thofe  Magitlrates,  the 
Indemnification  of  whafe  proceedings  was  the  avowed  object 
of  the  Bill.  On  thh  head,  the  moll  competent  evidence  would 
be,  in  his  mind,  that  of  the  learned  Judges  who  went  the 
Circuit  into  the  diflurbed  Counties,  and  afterwards,  that  of  the 
High  Sheriffs  of  thofe  Counties  ; if  it  fhould  appear  that  a 
Breach  of  the  Laws  was  rendered  necefl'ary  by  the  urgency  of 
cxifiing  circumflances,  in  order  to  preferve  the  State,  to  main- 
tain public  Tranquillity,  -and  to  put  down  Infurre&ion,  the. 
Bill  might  pafs  without  oppofition.  Feeling,  therefore,  this 
inquiry  abfolutely  neceifary  to  juflify  the  Houfe  in  adopting  a 
Bill  of  fuch  material  importance,  he  moved.  “ that  theldon. 
jfuflice  Chamberlain,  and  the  Hon.  Baron  Smith,  do  attend 
this  Houfe  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Stanley  did  not  fee  any  neceflity  for  the 
motion  of  the  Right  Hon  Gentleman,  or  why  he  brought  it 
forward.  In  the  Annals  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  where  Bills 
of  Indemnity  like  the  prefent  were  pafied,  there  was  no  pre- 
cedent for  any  fuch  inquiry  as  that  propofed.  The  univerfa! 
notoriety  of  the  fa£ts  which  called  for  thofe  Bills  in  England, 
the  Britifh  Parliament  deemed  fully  competent,  to  juflify  thofe 
proceedings  without  further  inquiry. 

If  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  wifhed  for  information,  he 
would  give  him  as  full  and  as  authentic  information  as  any 
man,  upon  the  fubjeft  he  propofed  ; having  gone  three  Circuits 
as  Judge,  to  the  diflurbed  Counties,  in  his  official  fituation. 
The  principles  of  deftnderifm  were  too  widely  diffem.inated, 
and  too  fully  proved,  to  have  any  doubt  of  their  alarming 
exigence* 
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The  (yftematic  principles  on  which  this  traitorous  infur- 
rtclion  was  conducted  ; the  complete  correfpondence  oi  thole 
principles  all  over  the  kingdom,  proved  the  generality  of  the 
cord  piracy,  avowedly  the  fubvtrfion  of  all  Law  and  Co  n ft  i- 
t o t ion  ; and  the  various  and  numerous  inftances  in  which  thole 
points  were  proved  beyond  contradiction,  rendered  it  impcdfible 
for  any  man  who  pofiefled  the  faculties  of  fight,  hearing,  or 
knelled,  to  have  a doubt  upon  the  iubject,  or  upon  the  necef- 
firy  of  the  Bill,  or  to  quellion  that  this  infurgency  was  a part 
of  that  diabolical  ccnfpiracy  which  attacked  his  Majeffy’s  per- 
fon  in  England,  and  fought  the  ruin  or  the  .Government  and 
our  happy  Conftiturion  in  Ireland  -3  he  referred  to  the  evidence, 
and  the  deciiions  on  various  trials,  to  fupport  his  aiPerrion  and 
to  prove  recorded  Trealon.  In  the  Province  ot  Connaught, 
to  whicli  the  operation  of  this  Bill  was  principally  diietled, 
the  Spirit  ot  Infurgency  was  not  that  of  a private  or  a mere 
eonftru&ive  nature,  but  iliewed  itfelf  in  open  Rebellion  ; 
bodies  of  Infurgents  marched  in  array  through  the  Country, 
a ad  offered  battle  to  the  King's  trooos  ; others  of  them  at- 
tacked, and  plundered  of  arms,  the  King’s  Towns,  Drumfna 
anu  Arhleague  ; another  body  ftormed  the  Iron  Works  at 
\rigna,  put  the  workmen  into  a ftate  ot  requifion,  and  obliged 
t hem  to  make  Pikes,  Spears,  and  other  Weapons,  to  arm  the 
Ir  furgents.  It  was  in  the  endeavour  to  Item  this  alarming  evil 
and  to  refeue.  the  Country  from  irs  threatened  confequences, 
that  the  Magiilrates  of  the  County  and  a noble  Lord,  who  went 
down  with  armed  force  to  quell  rebellion,  had  been  obliged 
to  difoenie  with  the  forms  of  Law,  ufual  in  ieis  alarming 
times,  and  it  was  to  indemnify  men  who  had  faved  their  Coun- 
try, the  Bill  was  intended,  and  therefore  he  thought  the  Bill 
Should  not  be  poffponed.  If  the  Parliament  ot  England,  in 
the  vear  17S0,  had  accepted  the  notoriety  of  the  alarming 
riots  of  that  year  in  London  to  be  Sufficient  evidence  for 
grounding  a Bill  of  Indemnity  without  any  inquiry,  would  it 
bo  laid  that  the  Riots  of  Ireland  in  the  lail  year,  to  which  the 
Riots  in  London  bore  no  iorr  of  proportion,  were  not  fuihci- 
tntiy  notorious  to  obviate  the  neceffuy  of  further  inquiry  as 
prnpofed  by  the  motion  ? 'The  iniurgents  in  Connaught  had 
organifed  their  fvflem  under  the  moil  ierious  forms  ; thev  had 
let  up  a Military  Law  of  their  own,  and  eflablifhed  Courts 
Mania!,  by  which  they  tried  all  perfons  who  prefumed  to 
apply  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Civil  Magiftracy  ; and  in  the 
Counties  ot  Rofcommon,  Sligo,  and  Leitrim,  they  actually 
Sentenced  men  to  receive  500  laihes  upon  their  backs,  and  in- 
fitted  the  punifhment  for  this  mode  of  appeal. 

He  confidered  the  Iniurreflion  in  Ireland  as  not  merely 
what  Lord  Halo  calls,  conftruCtive  or  interpretive  Treafon, 
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Lut  as  an  a&ual,  pofitive  and  direct  levying  War  and  Rebel- 
lion, in  confequence  of  the  wicked  and  dangerous  doctrines 
in flil led  into  the  minds  of  the  lower  order  of  people.  He  con- 
fidercd  the  principle  of  the  prefent  Bill,  as  ftridtly  conftitu- 
tional,  and  luch  as  had  paffed  in  the  beft  times,  and  under  the 
moft  popular  Adminiftracions. — In  times  like  thefe,  when  dil- 
loyalty  rears  rrs  crtft  io  high  as  to  attack  even  Majefty  itfelf ; 
when  confpiracies  are  formed  in  the  very  bofom  of  the  fiate  ; 
when  public  Infurredlion  and  Rebellion  advance  with  fuch 
gigantic  ftrides,  as  to  threaten  defolation  to  the  Stare  and  to 
overthrow  the  Government  ; when  the  ordinary  functions  of 
the  Lav.',  and  powers  of  the  Civil  Magiftrate,  are  found  in- 
fufheient  to  retrain  the  violence  and  fury  of  the  Infurgents, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  there  were  certain  original  principles 
inherent  in  fociety,  which  muft  be  reforted  to.  He  thought, 
and  he  hoped  the  Houle  would  think  fo  too,  that  the  confti- 
turion  fliould  not  fuffer  itfelf  to  be  annihilated,  and  facrificed 
by  too  rigid  and  fcrupulous  an  adherence  to  thofe  ftri£l  rules 
and  forms  of  legal  proceedings  which  were  originally  intended 
for  its  prote&ion  and  prefervation. 

Sir  E.  Ckoftqn  bore  teftimony  to  the  diftra&ed  State  of 
the  County  of  Rofcommon,  where  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people  were  in  open  Rebellion  to  the  Laws,  and  had  a&ually 
furrounded  the  Town  of  Rofcommon,  and  threatened  deftruc- 
t on  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  County,  there  aflembled  to  devife 
she  beft  means  of  relief  to  the  lower  orders  ; but  fo  far  from 
fceming  grateful  for  thefe  exertions,  they  feemed  to  defpife 
*hem,  and  look  much  further ; to  the  fubverfion  of  all  eftab- 
4; tiled  authority  and  the  ailumption  of  power  into  their  own 
hands  ; nny,  they  adlually  fet  fire  to  the  hoiife  of  a gentleman, 
at  the  moment  he  was  exerting  the  moft  benevolent  advocacey 
on  rheir  behalf.  Bat  he  exprelfed,  for  that  County,  the  higheft 
gratitude  to  that  noble  Earl  (Carhampton)  whom  Government 
had  fern  down  with  an  armed  force  to-  put  down  Infurrettion, 
fo  whom  that  County  owed  its  Salvation,  and  who,  by  his 
manly  fpiric,  activity,  and  benevolence,  had,  without  blood- 
fired,  reftored  peace  and  tranquility  to  that  county, 

Mr,  T.*  Jones  fair!  he  was  in  that  County  at  the  time,  and 
corroborated  what  had  been  advanced  by  Sir  Edward  Croffon, 
reipedbng  the  eminent  merits  of  the  noble  Earl  ; he  was  con- 
vinced, that  to  have  awaited  the  ordinary  courfe  of  Juftice, 
would  have  prevented  the  reftoration  o!  tranquillity  ; that 
what  had  been  done  by.  the  noble  Earl  was  abfolutely  neceftary 
ro  r he  reftoration  of  order,  and  he  concluded  by  calling  on  an 
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Hon.  Member,  who  pofTejfTed  confiderable  property  in  that 
County,  to  declare  his  fentiments. 

This  brought  up  Mr.  Rowley,  who  fully  ncquiefced  in  the 
highly  meritorious  propriety  of  Lord  Carhampton 's  conduft, 
which  he  laid,  in  every  indance,  had  the  uuiverfal  thanks  ot 
that  County  ; what  his  Lordihip  did,  was  tor  the  public  good, 
and  therefore  the  Houle  was  bound  not  only  to  indemnify,  Luc 
to  thank  him. 

Mr.  O’Hara  faid,  if  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  who  brought 
forward  this  motion,  had  merely  expreded  a wifli  to  move  for 
the  attendance  of  the  judges,  he  fhould  have  no  objection  to 
acquiefce  ; but  feeing  that  he  wifhed  alio  lor  the  attendance 
of  Sheriffs  and  Jailors,  he  muft  conclude  that  delay  was  his 
cbjeft,  and  therefore  he  fhouid  vote  againft  his  motion.  If  the 
Right  Hon.  Member  wifhed  for  information,  he  could  h ire 
further  and  more  authentic  from  the  Members  of  that  Hotife, 
than  any  Judge  could  give,  and  he  was  confident  that  no  man 
could  doubt  either  the  exiftence  of  the  fafts  already  dated  of 
the  alarming  Spirit  of  Infurgency  prevalent  in  -this  kingdom, 
or  the  neceliity  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Coxolly  was  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  added,  if  the 
Right  Hon.  Member  wifhed  for  proof  of  the  neceliity  or  the 
Bill,  he  would  call  for  the  attendance  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  who  had  been  left  to  furvive  the  crimes* and  outrages 
©f  thofe  mifereants  who  had  difgraced  the  Country. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  oppofed  the  motion,  because 
it  would  be  attended  by  no  good,  but  much  evil.  There  was 
no  precedent  in  England  to  warrant  it  ; no  man  living  could 
fay  that  the  fasds  which  called  for  it,  were  not  notoiious  be- 
yond doubt.  No  man  of  property  in  the  Country,  who  had 
not  participated  in  thegenetal  alarm  ; was  the  Houle  of  Com- 
mons then  to  render  itfelf  ridiculous  by  alleging  to  requite 
information  upon  a fubjed  of  univerfal  notoriety  through  the 
kingdom  ? Was  the  Houfe  to  go  into  inquiry  on  particular 
inftances.  when  the  Country  was  in  a general  Sraie  of  It  lor- 
region  ? What  did  the  propofed  inquiry  defire  beyond  whet 
the  Bill  avowed,  namely,  that  the  Laws  had  been  violated 
under  the  neeefiity  of  occafion  for  tlpe  prefent  good  ; and  on 
fuch  a confiderarion  was  it  not  right  to  indemnify  the  Ma~ 
giftrates  who  had  fo  afted  ! The  appearance  of  the  Judges  at 
the  Bar,  was  required,  who  went  a particular  Circuit  ; he 
could  noT  fee  why.  The  Bill  was  intended  to  operate  gene- 
rally and  for  the  fafety  of  thofe  who  had  faved  their  Country, 
igainft  profecutions  fupported  by  the  purfe  of  thofe  who  were 
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the  principal  inftigarors  of  {edition.  The  indemnity  propofect 
by  this  Bill  was  intended  to  operate  under  the  tontroul  c-f  a 
T rial  by  Jury.  Any  man  who  conceived  himfelf  injured, 
might,  under  this  Bill,  bring  his  fuit  againft  the  Magiftrate, 
whofe  condnCt,  if  it  appeared  to  be  actuated  only  by  motives 
tor  the  public  good,  and  not  from  private  malice,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  Jury  to  acquit,  but  if  otherwife,  the  contrary. 

The  Bill  was  introduced  w ith  deliberation  ; the  fecond  read- 
ing was  fixed  for  this  Day,  at  the  defire  and  with  the  confent 
of  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Houle,  and  now  a 
mofon  was  brought  forward,  obvioufly  to  retard  the  Bill  ; but 
he  fhould  vote  againft  it,  and  move  the  Order  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Ogle  was  of  opinion,  that  when  a daring  and  despe- 
rate Rabble  confpired  in  open  Rebellion  to  fubvert  the  Govern- 
ment and  Conftitution,  Rebellion  was  to  be  met  at  all  points, 
it  at  a time  when  Delenderifm  and  Treafon  ftalked  abroad  by 
day,  and  plunder  and  malfacre  were  the  orders  of  the  night, 
the  Magiftrates  of  the  Country  ftept  forward,  and  at  every 
rifle  appealed  the  alarming  current,  was  the  Legifiature  to  re- 
fufe  them  protection  ? in  their  firuation  he  fliould  act  as  they 
did  ; and  if  his  Country  refilled  him  indemnity  and  protection, 
he  fhouid  reft  in  the  rectitude  of  his  own  confidence,  and 
refign  his  life  or  his  property  without  a blulln  He  concluded 
with  paying  his  tribute  of  applaufe  to  Ear!  Carhampton,  and 
voring  for  the  Order  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Jephson  oppofed  the  Order  of  the  Day,  becaufe  he 
thought  the  inquiry  propofed  b”  Ids  Right  Hon.  Friend  ne- 
ctfTarv — he  never  before  heard  it  urged  that  on  a mere  avowal 
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of  illegal  aCts  having  been  committed,  the  Houfe  fhould  im- 
mediately pafs  n Bill  of  Indemnity,  without  inquiring  into  the 
nature  or  necefllry  of  thefe  aCts.  The  prefent  Bill  he  faid, 
was  fo  general  that  it  fhould  have  been  entitled,  a Bill  to  in- 
demnify all  forts  of  perfons,  for  all  forts  of  crimes,  committed 
againft  all  forts  of  perfons.  He  then  confidered  the  prece- 
dents which  had  been  adduced  to  juftify  the  prefent  Bid,  and 
{hewed  they  did  not  apply  to  this  cafe  : — The  firft  of  thefe, 
that  which  pafled  in  the  year  after  the  Revolution,  was  rather 
a confequence  of  the  Revolution  than  an  exception  to  its  prin- 
ciples, was  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  which  had  paffed  in  the 
Reign  of  Henry  the  VII.  to  exculpate  thofe  who  had  flip- 
ported  the  King  de  jure  againft  the  King  de  fado.  To  the 
Gentlemen  who  urged  this  Act  as  a precedent  he  would  re- 
commend it  when  they  talked  of  the  Revolution,  to  remember 
what  led  to  that  Revolution— a ftruggle  for  the  dijpenftng 
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power  in  the  Crown  ! As  little  did  the  precedents  drawn  from 
the  years  1715,  and  1745  apply — tor  thefe  were  times  when 
open  Rebellion  was  to  be  oppofed  by  other  measures  than  the 
due  Courfe  of  Law,  and  could  not  be  compared  with  a time 
of  partial  and  doubtful  Infurredtion . It  was  natural  to  ex- 
pect, he  faid,  that  when  the  necefiity  for  this  meafure  was  lef» 
ttrong,  the  meafure  itlelf  would  have  been  more  moderate — 
the  contrary  was  the  cafe — for  the  Acts  of  Indemnity  on  thole 
former  occafions  went  only  to  the  arrelting  of  fufpedted  per- 
Tons,  the  breaking  open  of  houfes,  and  the  prtiltng  or  horfes 
— the  prefent  Act  went  to  cover  the  actual  tranfportation  of 
men  from  their  native  Country  without  Form  of  Law,  or 
Shadow  of  Trial  ! Nay  it  went  farther- — it  covered  not  onlv 
the  tranfportation  of  men  without  Trial,  but  the  actual  taking 
of  men  without  trial  out  of  the  King’s  prifons,  where  they 
were  out  of  the  poflibility  of  being  dangerous,  and  with  ref- 
pect  to  whom,  therefore,,  the  plea  of  expediency  did  not  hold. 
—The  Bill,  it  was  faid,  would  only  indemnify  thofe  whole 
motives  Ihould  bv  a Jury  be  found  laudable — 'rue,  but  it  did 
not  make  the  nectjjity  of  the  illegal  A6t  a fubjcCt  for  the  Jury, 
and  yet  in  the  Court  of  K.  B.  which  generally  leaned  lightly 
on  its  officers,  grofs  ignorance  was  confidered  as  good  a caufe 
for  attachment  as  crime  or  corruption.  It  would  be  well  if 
the  Bill  attended  to  this  principle— for  it  was  no  time  to  give 
examples  of  violating  the  Laws.  The  Houfe  ihould  at  lealt 
on  this  Evening  look  caurioufly  at  the  condufl  of  JVIigiftrares 
violating  the  Law  agair.ll  the  Poor,  when,  by  the  Bill  of  to- 
morrow Evening  -the  poor  would  in  fome  fort  be  put  out  of 
the  protection  of  the  Law. 

Sir  H.  Langrishe  drew  an  elegant  and  affecting  picture 
«f  the  deluded  nufereanev  of  the  lower  orders  o*  the  people 
in  feveral  parrs  of  this  kingdom,  and  though  doctors  had 
differed  as  to  the  caule  and  cure,  he  would  oesf  leave  as  one 
«>f  the  humblelt  of  the  College  to  fay  a tew  words. 

The  exaggerated  pictures  of  popular  diftrefs  drawn  of  late 
in  that  Houle,  were  fo  overloaded  with  drapery,  by  the  fan- 
ciful hand  of  the  artift,  as  totally  to  fooil  the  likenefs  and 
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proportion  of  the  original.  But  if  Gentlemen  indead  of  teach- 
ing the  lower  or iers  of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  confider  their 
ntuacion  as  the  molt  miferable  and  degrading  of  the  human 
race,  and  thus  encouraging  to  juft’/y  their  crimes  by  the  par- 
liamentary defeription  of  their  didrefTes,  had  taught  them  to 
ennuder  their  fitua'  o,  s as  enviable  compared  w>th  the  relt  of 
Europe  ; had  taught  them  ro  feel  that  if  they  enjoyed  the  pro- 
mising growth  of  Ipring,  they  enjoyed  all  the  fullnefs  of  har- 
' their  ftruatton  hourly  and  rapidly  improving ; 
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that  they  were  Icfs  oppreffed  with  taxes  than  any  other  pea* 
fantry  in  Europe  ; that  their  poifon  was  lately  taxed,  and  their 
wholefome  luxury  untaxed  ; and  that  not  a man  in  the  commu- 
nity futfercd  injury  and  oppreffion,  fave  thofe  gentlemen  whofe 
property  they  had  plundered,  or  whofe  lives  they  bad  deftroy- 
ed  ; and  that  there  was  no  Country  on  earth  where  comforts 
were  fo  general  and  diftrefs  fo  partial  j and  that  the  true 
fource  of  their  unhappinefs,  is  folely  owing  to  the  delufive 
prevalence  of  the  French  principles,  and  the  cant  of  equality  ; 
they  would  be  foon  taught  to  feel  their  real  grievances  were 
trivial  indeed,  however  numerous  their  imaginary  ones. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  (Knight  of  Kerry)  in  a very  able  fpeech 
■ — lamented  that  any  difference  in  opinion  iliould  arife  on  the 
prelent  occafion,  let!  it  might  be  conftrued  into  any  thing  of 
hefiration  to  fupport  the  Government  in  putting  down  Sedition. - 
He  iliould  always  prefer  the  palling  of  ACts  of  Indemnity  for 
tranfgrtflion  of  the  Law,  in  fupport  of  the  State  and  Confu- 
tation, than  increaling  the  Penal  Code. 

Mr.  Brook  thought  that  nothing  but  a temperate  and  firm 
Government  could  lave  this  Country  in  the  prefent  crifis  ; he 
thought  the  prefent  Government  to  be  good — and  therefore 
fhould  give  it  his  fupport ; he  voted  for  the  Order  of  the 
Day. 

Mr.  We stb y was  convinced  of  the  neceility  of  the  Bill. 
He  thought  the  notoriety  of  the  fnCts  juftified  this  Bill,  too 
flrong  to  require  further  proofs.  He  declared  that  while  he 
fiiouid  always  be  proud  in  evincing  his  good  wifhesand  friend- 
ship to  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  fo  long  as  they  main- 
tained obedience  and  refptCt  to  the  Laws,  fo  he-fhould  be  the 
firft  to  maintain  thofe  Laws  a gain  ft  feditious  or  refractory  con- 
duct ®n  their  parrs. 

Mr.  Wynne  fupported  the  motion  of  the  Attorney  General. 
He  exprdled  his  tribute  of  gratitude  for  the  exertions  of  Lord 
Carhampton,  which,  from  refiding  within  a fhort  diftance  of 
the  noble  Lord,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  wirnefiing  day  and 
night,  and  which  he  declared  to  be  the  Salvation  of  this 
Country. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  fare  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman’s  motion,  he 
congratulated  him  upon  the  refult,  and  the  body  of  informa- 
tion it  had  brought  forward— and  he  congratulated  the  Houfe 
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upon  the  acquifion  of  fuch  fa£ts  as  placed  the  neceftity  of  the 
Bill  beyond  the  poflibility  of  doubt. 

Mr.  Ecan  faid,  that  though  he  came  down  to  the  Houfe  de- 
termined to  oppofe  the  Bill,  and  to  iupport  the  Motion  of  his 
Right  Hon.  friend,  as  foon  as  he  heard  it — yet  when  he  heard 
fo  many  refpe£table  Gentlemen  on  ail  (ides  of  the  Houfe,  rife 
in  their  places,  and  declare  upon  their  honours,  the  fa&s  res- 
pecting the  firuation  of  their  refpeflive  Counties,  he  fhould  not 
feel  himfelf  an  .honeft  man  if  he  did  not  Iupport  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman’s  motion. 

Sir  L.  Parsons  thought  nothing  could  be  more  mifehievous 
than  to  make  the  prefent  a queftion  of  party  ; but  he  was  for 
inquiry  into  the  particular  conduct  of  Magiftrates,  in  order  to 
fee  how  far  they  were  juftified  by  neceflity,  before  the  Houfe 
fhould  pafs  a Bill  to  indemnify  them. 

Sir  W.  Gleadowe  gave  his  warmed  fupport  to  the  Bill. 
He  declared  he  had  been  witnefs  to  the  imprefling  of  many 
perfons  charged  with  defenderifm  into  his  Majefty’s  fervice, 
and  he  never  heard  of  a fingle  one  of  them  alluded  to,  who 
was  not  a proper  objedt  of  the  procedure. 

Mr.  Rochfort  was  furpiifed  to  find  any  oppofition  to  the 
Bill— -but  was  fure  it  would  not  be  oppofed  by  any  Gentleman 
who  really  knew  the  State  of  the  Country.  He  did  not  wifh 
to  violate  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe  by  a detail  of  the  horrors 
committed  in  the  County  where  he  refided  ; fome  inftances 
however  deferved  mention.  In  many  cafes  the  inifcreants 
ftiling  themfelves  Defenders  attacked  people’s  Houfes  in  the 
dead  hour  of  the  night,  tied  ropes  round  their  necks  to  force 
out  their  tongues,  which  they  cut  off  ijo  prevent  their  informing 
“—and  in  fome  inftances  where  perfons  had  been  induced  to 
profecute  thefe  mifereants,  and  afterwards  fled  the  County  for 
fear,  they  were  followed  to  the  Counties  where  they  had  taken 
refuge,  dragged  out  of  their  beds  at  night,  found  tied  fix  to- 
gether, on  a dung  hill,  and  fired  at  like  marks,  till  fhot  to 
death. 

With  refpeft  to  the  conduct  of  the  Magiftrates,  in  fending 
men  on  board  his  Majefty’s  fiiips,  he  utterly  denied  the  fa£ts 
to  have  been  as  ftated — no  man  was  fent  away  from  the  County 
in  which  he  lived,  who  was  not  fworn  againft  as  a Defender, 
and  deemed  guilty  by  the  Committee  of  Magiftrates  fworn  to 
do  juftice,  or  who  did  not  afterwards  confefs  his  guilt,  and 
went  without  rehiPance,  thankful  for  his  life  being  laved. 
Von.  XVI.  F 
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Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  thought  it  right  to  go  into  the  inquiry, 
becaufe  no  Gentleman  had  yet  given  the  neceffary  information 
to  the  Houfe.  For,  what  had  Gentlemen  related  ? the  diflur- 
bances  which  had  exifted  in  the  Country,  and  the  barbarity  of 
fome  crimes  which  had  been  committed.  He  was  forry  to  find 
by  thefe  accounts,  that  notwithftanding  all  the  ftrong  mcafure- 
which  thofe  Magifirates  had  taken,  the  Country  was  rather  in 
a worfe  Rate  than  it  had  been  ; for  was  not  the  murder  of  Mr, 
Harman  the  mod;  atrocious  crime  which  had  been  committed, 
and  yet  he  had  been  murdered  fince  thofe  Illegalities  of  the 
Magifirates  had  taken  place.  He  thought  thofe  Illegalities 
fhould  be  inquired  into  before  the  Houfe  pa  fled  an  Indemnity 
for  them.  Some  of  thefe  illegal  a£ls  appeared  of  a very  unwar- 
rantable kind  indeed.  In  fome  Counties,  it  was  faid,  he  knew 
not  with  what  truth,  that  men  who  were  in  his  Majefty’s  Jails, 
legally  committed,  had,  a little  time  before  the  Affi7.es,  been 
taken  away  from  the  Cuflody  of  the  Law,  without  any  Trial, 
without  any  accufation  or  legal  form,  without  even  the  form 
of  a fentence,  and  fent  on  board  his  Majtfly’s  fhips.  Had 
thefe  men  been  in  the  a£t  of  didurbing  the  peace,  or  on  evi- 
dence of^their  guilt  and  of  their  having  removed  the  witnefFes 
who  might  profecute  them,  he  would  think  it  judifiable,  per- 
haps, fo  ^o  difpofe  of  them  ; but  what  reafon  could  there  be 
lor  taking  away  a man  already  fafely  lodged  in  prifon,  and 
waiting  the  decifion  of  the  Law  ? He  would  be  glad  to  hear 
the  truth  or  falfehood  of  the  reports  from  the  Judges,  and 
they  would  be  able  to  give  the  defired  information  from  the 
Calendar  of  Prifoners  which  mud  be  returned  to  them  at  the 
Afiizes,  and  from  their  being  necedarily  acquainted  with  the 
manner  in  which  each  of  thefe  were  difpofed  of.  If  any  pri- 
foner  fhould  be  found  to  have  been  fo  removed,  as  he  had 
dared,  would  the  mover  of  the  Bill  indemnify  the  Magidrate 
who  fhould  have  fo  a£ted  ? But  there  was  another  reporr,  that 
certain  Magifirates  had  privately  conferred  together,  and  with- 
out any  information  on  oath,  or  good  evidence  of  any  kind, 
did,  at  their  own  pleafure,  and  without  obferving  any  Form  of 
Law  whatever,  lay  hands  on  feveral  of  their  ufeful  and  labo- 
rious fellow  fubje&s,  and  tranfport  them!  Would  any  man 
juflify  this  conduct  ? [A  cry  of  yes  from  a Member.]  I am 
forry  faid  Mr.  Ponfonby,  that  there  is  one  fuch  man  in  the 
Houfe  ; but  I am  fure  this  Hon.  Gentleman  (lands  alone  in 
this  fentiment.  [A  cry  of  no  ! no  !]  I lament  it  then  ex- 
tremely, faid  he,  that  there  fhould  be  a number  of  men  in  this 
Affembly,  who,,  from  paflion  or  any  caufe,  fhould  fo  totally 
forget  the  fir  ft  Principles  of  Juflice.  How  would  gentlemen 
like  to  be  themfelves  in  this  fituation,  obnoxious  to  the  malice 
or  pique  of  every  enemy,  and  liable,  at  the  capricious  Will  of 
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a neighbour,  to  be  tranfported  for  life  ? Let  gentlemen  con- 
fider  this  fubjed  lerioufly  ; the  time  may  not  be  far  didant, 
when  the  rule  which  is  no;v  applied  to  the  poor  man  with 
impunity,  may  be  applied  to  thwfe  who  move  in  a much 
higher  fphere.  * 

Mr.  Curran  flrongly  fupported  the  Motion  for  the  In- 
quiry.  Some  excefTes  lie  believed,  had  taken  place,  which 
no  Friend  to  his  Country  could  fee  without  the  deeped  con- 
cern. But  it  was  not  from  hearfay  that  the  belief  of  a ge- 
neral Confederacy  againft  the  State  fhould  be  adopted — it 
fliould  not  be  a belief  founded  on  a mere  hatred  of  the  lower 
orders.  Of  Bills  of  Indemnity  he  admitted  the  principle, 
that  was  the  Breach  of  the  Law  for  the  Safety  of  the  State. 
Was  it  fo  in  the  lad  year  ? that  was  the  purpofe  of  the  in- 
quiry It  was  to  fee  if  fuch  neceffity  exided,  whether  fuch 
breach,  and  to  fuch  a degree  was  neceffary.  He  knew  from 
public  evidence  on  oath  that  mod  flagrant  oppreffion  had 
been  pradiced  upon  fome  poor  people  by  Magiflrates  ; taken 
from  their  beds,  at  midnight,  and  transported  no  man  knew 
whither,  without  the  colour  of  accufation,  or  form  of  trial. 
No  fuch  ads  were  done  in  England  at  any  of  the  times 
alluded  to,  nor  does  any  Ad  of  Indemnity  there  extend  to 
any  arbitrary  fentence  or  execution  of  any  man,  or  any  tiling 
not  inevitable  at  times  of  convulfion.  Nothing  was  done  to 
feparate  the  rich  from  the  poor,  and  to  make  wealth  a proof 
of  innocence,  and  poverty  itfelf  a crime.  He  wifhed  to  have 
the  Report  of  the  Judges  on  the  State  of  the  Country,  and 
the  general  condud  of  the  Magidrates.  They  mud  have 
obferved  coolly  ; they  had  the  bed  means  of  obferving  ; they 
could  not  be  milled  by  the  malignity  of  panic.  He  appealed 
to  the  candour  of  gentlemen  themfelvcs,  whether  they  did 
not  feel  fome  warmth  on  this  fubjed  ? and  whether  men  who 
had  the  power  of  judging  in  their  own  ears,  ought  alfo  to 
pronounce  on  their  own  evidence,  againd  thofe  w’ho  could 
not  fpeak  for  themfelves  ? As  to  himfelf  he  abhorred  out- 
rages as  much  as  any  man  ; he  wifhed  for  no  delay,  but  he 
wifhed  for  information,  for  temper,  and  therefore  for  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  Prime  Serjeant  wifhed  to  call  the  recolledion  of 
Gentlemen  to  the  Principle  of  the  Bill,  which  by  no  means 
went  to  indemnify  any  man  upon  any  other  principle  but 
that  of  Trial  by  Jury.  As  the  Law  now  flood,  Courts  oi 
Judice  wrere  bound  to  maintain  them  inviolate  ; and  Juries 
were  bound  by  their  Oaths,  however  reludant  their  Feelings, 
t©  fupport  thofe  Laws  : but  the  prefent  Bill  went  to  enlarge 
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the  power  or  Courts  and  juries,  and  leave  them  a difcretion  in 
favour  of  men  who  had  adled  with  pure  motives  for  the  public 
good. 

Mr.  Hardy  laid  he  had  always  felt  a pride  in  voting  with 
his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Grattan),  but  he  could  not  on  the  pre- 
ftnt  occation  ; but  muft  unequivocally  fupport  the  Principle  of 
the  Bill,  and  agreed  to  the  necefiity  of  adopting  it  without 
delay.  WouM  gentlemen  reflcdl  on  the  confequence  that  might 
reiult  from  delay  ? Would  they  look  to  the  charadter  and 
tyranny  of  Robefpierre  ? 1 here  were  in  this  Country  hundreds 
or  men  anxious  to  p'uck  the  Diadem  from  the  Temples  of 
Royalty,  in  order  to  inveft  themfelves  with  fomething  like  the 
Sway  of  Robefpierre. 

Lord  Maxwell  lamented  that  fince  exertion  on  the  part  of 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  Country,  in  putting  down  Defenderifm 
ceafed,  that  fanguinary  Spirit  was  become  now  almoft  as  bad 
as  ever.  Nothing  was  heard  of  there  but  Confpiracy,  Bur- 
glary, Plunder,  and  Mafia  ere. 

Mr.  Grattan  now  replied  to  the  feveral  Gentlemen  who 
fpoke  againft  his  motion.  However  he  honoured  the  fug- 
gefiions  of  Country  Gentlemen  ; he  thought  that  fomething 
more  than  fuggefiions  were  neceffary  in  making  LaWs,  fuch  as 
that  before  the  Houfe.  He  was  the  more  confirmed  in  this, 
becaufe  in  England  inquiry  always  preceded  adts  of  this  nature, 
and  he  mentioned  as  an  inftance,  the  Committee  which  had 
been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  necefiity  of  fufpending  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Adi  on  a late  occafion.  He  was  confirmed  in 
his  opinion,  that  inquiry  fhould  be  had,  becaufe,  notvvithftand- 
ing  the  firong  Meafures  of  the  Magiftracv,  the  Country  yet 
remained  in  a (late  of  fupprefied  Jnfurredtion.  The  motion, 
he  was  convinced,  was  therefore  proper,  and  it  would  not  be 
wife  in  the  Houfe,  if  they  rejected  the  prefent  Inquiry,  to 
look  into  the  State  of  the  Country,  before  the  expiration  of 
the  Sefiion. 

Delay  could  not  be  objected  to  the  Motion,  for  the  Inquiry 
propofed  might  be  had  in  24  hours  ; and  as  to  the  argument 
that  the  information  fought  was  unnecefiary,  he  mud  fay,  that 
however  unnecefiary  it  might  be  to  thofe  Gentlemen,  who 
were  converfant  in  the  convulfed  Counties,  to  others  it  was 
not  unnecefiary . He  granted,  that  when  Magifirates,  profefilng 
the  public  fafety  as  their  objedt,  violated  the  Law,  the  pre- 
emption fhould  be  in  favour  of  the  Magifirates;  but  preemp- 
tion alone,  fhould  not  be  fufficient  tor  the  Houfe  to  adt  on  ; . 
fomething  aiore  fhould  be  looked  for.  As  to  what  had  been. 
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faid  to  this  fubjedl  by  the  Country  Gentlemen,  he  Should  only 
obferve,  that  were  he  a Country  Gentleman,  he  Should  have 
voted  for  the  Inquiry,  however  full  his  own  information  might 
be  ; becnufe  not  to  do  fo,  would  be  to  vote  an  indemnity  to 
himfelf,  being  in  the  Magiftracy,  wichout  fullering  the  public 
to  know  whether  he  was  guilty  or  innocent.  B-hdes  jn  the 
fubjeel  of  the  Difturbences,  the  palTions  of  Gentlemen  were 
engaged,  and  they  were  not  wife  Counfeiiors  to  take  in  Le- 
gillation. 

With  refpcdd  to  the  inability  of  the  Judges,  to  give  fatis- 
factory  information,  he  would  alk  were  they  not  intelligent 
obfervers  of  faCts,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the  Magiftratcs  ? 
Mult  not  Government  have  confulred  them  before  they  brought 
forward  the  meafure  ? And  if  they  could  give  fatisfa&ory  in» 
formation  to  Government,  why  noc  to  the  Houfe  ? If,  how- 
ever, notwithstanding  thefe  reafons,  the  Houfe  Should  think 
proper  to  reject  the  Inquiry,  he  mull  acquiefce  ; he  Still,  how* 
^ver,  retained  a full  conviction  of  its  neceflity. 

' . V 

The  Question  on  the  Order  of  the  Day^being  put,  it  palled 
without  a divifion. 

The  Indemnity  Bill  was  then  read  a fecond  time,  and  corn- 
mitted  for  to-morrow. 

Adjourned*  * 1 


Thursday,  Feeruary  4,  1796. 

The  Attorney  General  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  consideration 
“ the  Bill  for  Indemnifying  fuch  Perfons  as  have  added  Since 
the  firSt  Day  of  January,  1795,  for  the  Prefervation  of  the 
public  Peace,  and  SuppreSTion  of  the  InfurreCtions  prevailing 
in  fome  Parts  of  this  Kingdom,”  Mr.  Burgh  in  the  Chair. 

After  fome  Progrefs  had  been  made, 

f - / 

Mr.  M.  Be rf s ford,  with  a view  of  fending  a MeSTage  to 
the  Lords,  moved,  that  the  Chairman  do  report  progrefs,  and 
alk  leave  to  fit  again  in  a quarter  of  an  hour,  which  was 
agreed  to  ; and  on  the  Houfe  being  refumed, 
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Mr.  Burgh  reported  progrefs,  and  got  leave  to  fit  again  in 
a quarter  of  an  hour. 

Sir  John  Tydd  brought  up  the  Report  from  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  high  Price  of  Corn, 
which  is  as  follows  : “ Refolved,  that  it  is  expedient  to  pre- 
vent the  exportation  of  Corn,  Malt,  Flour,  Bifcuit,  Bread,  and 
Potatoes,  from  this  Kingdom,  for  a limited  time.” 

The  Report  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  moved,  that  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  praying,  that 
purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolution,  his  Excellency  will  take  fucli 
Meafures  as  he  fihall  think  expedient ; which  was  agreed  to. 

t 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Pelham  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, do  carry  up  the  faid  Refolution  to  the  Lords,  and 
✓ defire  their  concurrence  thereto. 

Went  again  into  Committee  on  the  Indemnity  Bill. 

After  a converfation  between  the  Attorney  General,  the 
Prime  Serjeant,  Sir  L.  Parlons,  Mr.  Egan,  Mr.  Stuart,  Mr. 
Curran,  Sir.  J.  Blaquiere,  and  Mr.  Hoare,  the  Bill  was  gone 
thiough  with  fome  Amendments,  and  a Claufe  was  introduced, 
at  the  fuggeftion  of  Mr.  Egan,  that  any  Perfon  who  might 
think  himfelf  aggrieved,  by  being  fent  out  of  the  Kingdom 
by  a Magiftrate,  and  if  he  ibould  be  abfent  for  three  Years, 
might  within  fix  Months  after  his  Return,  be  at  liberty  to  bring 
Iiis  A&ion,  provided  he  could  iliew  that  from  diftance,  ficknefs, 
or  other  inevitable  neceffity,  he  could  not  return  to  this  King- 
dom fooner. 

On  the  Houfe  being  refumed,  ordered,  that  the  Report  be 
received  to-morrow. 

A Meflage  from  the  Lords,  by  two  of  the  Matters  in  Chan- 
cery, that  the  Lords  had  agreed  to  the  Refolution  fent  up  by 
this  Houfe. 

Read  q fecond  time,  “ the  Bill  for  the  more  efre£lually  pre- 
venting Infurre&ions,  Tumults  and  Riots,  by  Perfons  filling 
themfclves  Defenders,  and  other  diforderly  Perfons.” 
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A fliort  converfation  enfued,  between  Sir  L.  Pat  Tons  and  Mr. 
Egan,  wlio  dated,  that  fome  Parrs  of  the  Bill  were  excep- 
tionable, and  the  Attorney  General,  who  laid,  that  in  order  to 
give  Gentlemen  a full  opportunity  to  confider  the  Bill,  he 
jliould  move  that  the  Bill  be  committed  for  Wednefday  next. 
Moved  accordingly,  and  the  Bill  (lands  committed  for  that 
Day. 

Adjourned. 


Friday,  February  5,  1796. 

BUDGET. 

The  Houfe  refolved  into  a Committee  of  Supply. 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Mason  in  the  Chair. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche  qjje r proceeded  to  date 
the  Ellimates  for  the  public  Expences  of  the  enfu’mg  Year. 

The  three  did  Edimates  included  the  Expences  of  the  /Army, 
the  Total  of  which  was  £.637,292  os.  9 d.  which  made  a 
Decreafe  from  the  Expences  of  the  prelent  Year  on  this  Head 
*->f  £-4»442 

In  the  current  Year  Ireland  furriifhed  to  the  Army  abroad 
but  19,095  Men  ; but  in  the  next  Year,  die  would  have  to 
furnifh  her  full  number,  agreeably  to  the  Compact  formed  in 
the  Adminidration  of  Lord  Townfhend,  viz.  3235—and  in 
Time  of  War,  it  was  but  fair  we  fhould  furnifh  our  full  Quota  ; 
fo  that  in  the  augmentation  of  the  Army  at  home,  there  was 
a decreafe,  on  comparing  the  Expences  of  the  current,  and 
the  Edimate  of  the  future  Year,  of  £.27,953 

And  in  the  difference  of  Pay  to  our  Army  abroad 

next  Year,  an  increafed  Expence  of  - 17,848 

And  the  decreafe  made  on  the  three  Heads,  was  3,S4Z 

The  next  Head  was  alfo  for  Military  purpofes, 

amount  of  which  was  - 437,414 

which  is  £.75,000  more  than  lad  Year.  Thefe  comprehend 
the  whole  of  the  Military  Charges,  excepting  Militia.  In  this 
increafe  there  was  the  fum  of  .£.5,767  for  additional  dad' 
officers  to  manage  an  increafed  army,  which  would  of  courfe, 
be  reduced  at  the  reduction  of  the  army  icfelf.-*— There  was 
alfo  an  allowance  of  £.30,000  for  the  Recruiting  Service. 
The  reafon  of  this  is,  thac  the  recruiting  fervice,  of  the  cur- 
rent year,  was  principally  carried  on  by  the  Sale  of  Com- 
miflions  $ but  as  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  go  on  increafing 
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the  number  of  the  regiments,  fome  other  Fund  muft  be  pro- 
vided for  that  purpofe.  The  expence  of  Forage,  owing  to  the 
rife  on  Hay  and  Corn,  would  be  increafed  from  £.59,000  to 
£•74,000 

The  next  Head  for  increafed  expence  of  the 

Royal  Hofpital  of  Kilmainh.  m £-21>977 

Rut  this  in  reality,  was  not  an  increafe  m fa<5f  upon  the 
general  expenditure  ; it  was  in  lieu  of  the  fum  heretofore  paid 
by  foldiers  to  the  fupport  of  that  Hofpital,  but  which  was 
afterwards  repaid  to  them  in  another  way  ; but  the  military 
now,  by  another  arrangement,  received  their  full  pay  ; which, 
while  it  was  the  very  fame  thing  to  the  expence  ot  the  country, 
was  much  more  fatisfaftory  to  the  foidier,  who  heretofore 
imagined,  becaufe  his  daily  advance  was  lefs  than  his  nominal 
pay,  that  he  was  unfairly  dealt  by. 

The  faving,  on  the  expences  under  the  Head  of  Ordnance 
in  this  eftimate,  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  would  be 
£. 26,171  This,  was  owing  to  a (lore  of  mufquetry  and  pow- 
der being  purchafed  in  the  prefent  year. 

Having  ftated  thofe  particulars,  as  the  only  ones  that  feemed 
to  him  material  ; he  referred  gentlemen  who  willi  to  be  more 
minutely  informed,  to  the  Eftimates  on  the  Table  j from  which 
it  appeared,  that  the  expences  of  the  prefent  year 
were  - - - ~ - £.1,996,323 

And  the  Eftimate  for  the  future  - - 1, 989, 399 

Or  a decreafe  of  - 7,424 

He  had  alfo  brought  into  the  eftimate,  the  arrears  due  on 
the  25th  of  March,  1795,  of  £.97,891  in  order  that  there 
might  be  legal  authority  for  the  payment  thereof.  But  an 
inftanee  of  this  kind,  mu  ft  occur  every  year,  for  it  does  not 
become  due  until  the  quarter  expires  ^ for  inftanee,  many  of 
thofe  expences  under  the  Head  of  Barracks  and  Ordnance,  are 
due  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  and  not  paid. 

In  addition  to  the  expences  he  had  ftated,  there  were  other 
claims  on  the  Treafury,  created  by  Laws  which  palled  in  that 
Houle  ; for  inftanee,  thofe  for  Infirmaries  and  Police.  But  the 
principal  Head,  *nder  which  the  increafe  of  expenditure  would 
appear  moll  extraordinary,  was  the  conveyance  of  Military 
Baggage  from  one  part  of  the  Country  to  another.  Formerly 
the  price  allowed  to  the  carriers,  was  but  three  pence  per 
mile,  but  in  the  laft  SdTion  of  Parliament,  the  rate  was,  per- 
haps improvidertly  increafed  to  7 d.  per  mile.  Any  regulation 
neceftary  on  this  Head,  might  be  fettled  by  the  Houfe,  when 
the  Mutiny  Bill  came  before  them.  The  expence  in  the  former 
vear  was  £.35,000  but  he  would  not  now  ftate  it  lefs  than 
jf.75,000  This  would  make  the  total  charges  for  the  year 
£.2, 171,32  3 
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He  then  recapitulated  the  Eftimates,  Extraordinaries  ex- 
clufive  of  the  Civil  Lift,  and  Fenfions,  as  amounting 

to £‘>996.323 

Parliamentary  Payments  - 75,000 

Arrears  ------  100.000 

Total,  - £2171,323 

Towards  which  Expence  he  dated,  there  would 

be  a Fund  remaining  unapplied,  ol  - 463  ^94 

Revenue,  after  providing  for  Civil  Lift  and 

Fenfions  - - - - 9^2>7°4 

Bonus  on  Lottery  - 65,000 

Repayments  -----  ^ 6,oSo 

£1,497,678 

To  provide  by  Loan  - 67.3,645 

j£a.i7*.3a3 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  here  congratulated 
the  Committee  on  the  Sate  of  the  Country,  and  the  conduct 
which  had  been  fhewn  in  the  management  of  its  Revenues, 
whereby  Government  were  enabled  to  bring  forward,  a favirig 
of  £ 463,094  and  only  to  a flc  a Loan  for  the  expences  of  the 
year  of  £.674.000  ; whereas  in  the  laft  year,  Government  was 
obliged  to  afk  a Loan  of  £.1,341,666  He  hoped  that  a dim:- 
mition  of  demand,  amounting  to  £>599,586  would  be  felt  in 
its  due  light  by  the  public,  and  that  credit  would  be  given  to 
the  profperity  of  the  Country,  and  the  conduct  ol  Govern- 
ment, by  which  the  fame  exertions  could  be  fupported  with 
fo  great  a diminution  of  demand  ; and  he  fliewed  how  much 
on  the  one  hand,  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  increaied  Re- 
venues of  the  Country  ; and  on  the  other,  to  the  Integrity  of 
Adminiftration,  which  was  induftrious  to  bring  every  poftibie 
Saving  to  the  Credit  of  the  Public. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  ftated  the  Sums  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  borrowed,  for  replacing  Treafury  Bills  due, 
which  exceeded  £.500,000  ; but  on  this  fubjebt,  he  no  further 
defcanted,  than  to  fay,  that  in  replacing  tliofe  Sums,  fome 
additional  Intereft  would  accrue  in  proportion  to  the  prefenc 
ftate  of  the  market.— After  having  thus  mentioned  the  general 
extent  of  his  demands,  exciufive  of  fome  Items,  which  he 
referved  fcr  a future  Day,  he  went  on  briefly  to  mention  the 
objects  on  which  he  meant  to  prcpofe  additional  Taxation  ; 
and  in  this  he  iliould  comply  as  well  with  the  recommendation 
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in  the  Speech  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenat  from  the 
Throne,  as  with  the  wifhes  of  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  in  taking  care  to  lay  no  burthens  to  alfcCt  the  poor, 
A Taxon  Wines  feemed  little  likely  to  ailed  them* — and  there- 
fore  he  propofed  to  lay  a Tax  of  £ 6 per  Ton  on  Portugal 
Wines — =and  acceding  to  the  condition  ot  the  Methuen  'J  reaty, 
a Tax  of  a third  more,  pr£-9per  Ton,  on  French  Wines. 
This,  reckoning  on  our  ordinary  Imports,  would  make  £.37,000 
—-but  as  there  was  an  extraordinary  Importation  of  Wine  in 
the  prefent  year,  it  could  not  be  expe&ed  it  would  be  fo  much 
in  the  enfuing  year,  and  therefore  he  would  reckon  it  hut 
£.30,000 

The  next  was  a Duty  of  Three  Halfpence  per  Bufliel,  on 
White  Salt  imported  into  this  Kingdom  j but  this,  though  it 
would  produce  iomething  confiderable,  was  only  a regulating 
Duty,  and  calculated  to  benefit  the  Salt  Manufacture  of  Ire- 
land ; as  in  England  a Duty  of  One  Penny  per  Bufhel,  was  laid 
on  the  exportation  of  Rock  Salt,  which,  while  it  enhanced  the 
raw  material  to  this  Country,  fecured  the  manufacture  of 
White  Salt  to  England,  and  obliged  us  to  import  our  Salt  from 
thence  ready  made.  This  would  produce  £.3000 

He  would  produce  a regulation  as  to  Franking,  which  would 
produce  £.2000 

Some  regulations  and  additions  on  the  Tax  of  Hair  Powder, 
would  be  adopted. 

The  next  was  an  afilmilation  of  the  Stamp  Duties  on  Bills, 
Notes,  and  Receipts  in  Ireland,  to  the  principle  adopted  in 
England,  by  extending  the  Duty  to  Bills  and  Receipts,  fo  low 
as  tor  Sums  of  40 s.  this  he  fuppofed  would  produce  £.5000 

There  was  another  principle  on  which  lie  could  not  calcu- 
late ; it  was  a Tax  on  Succefiions,  fimilar  to  that  lately  adopt- 
ed in  England  5 and  he  ihould  firft  wait  to  fee  the  Englifh  Bill, 
before  he  brought  forward  any  regulation  on  this  head. 

There  was  another  ground  on  which  it  was  necelfary  fome- 
thing  fKould  be  done,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  public  mind.  It 
was  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  Gold  found  in  the  County  of  Wick- 
iOw  ; it  was  necelfary  to  fatisfy  the  public  mind,  whether  this 
.-.natter  was  really  of  fo  much  importance  as  generally  repre- 
sented. ©r  nor.  The  intention  or  Government  was,  that  fame 
experiments  fhould  he  made  there,  at  an  expence  of  about 
£.500  in  order  to  try  how  far  the  difeovery  was  valuable.  It 
was  underftood,  that  all  fuch  Mines  were  of  Royal  Property  ; 
if  fo,  and  that  this  appeared  of  any  importance,  it  ihould  be 
turned  to  national  advantage,  and  an  ACt  palled  tor  that  pur- 
pofe  : but  in  this,  care  fhould  be  taken  to  fecure  private  pro- 
perty,. fo  far  as  iuftice  required 
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There  was  another  ground  of  claim  on  the  public  account  ; 
u was  on  the  Governors  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  whole  Charter 
expired  On  account  of  their  Inftitution,  new  Officers  and 
other  Arrangements  had  been  created,  at  very  confiderable 
expence  to  Government,  which  he  thought  they  ought  to  pay 
before  the  Charter  v.  as  to  be  renewed. 

There  were  fotne  other  Claims  upon  the  Treafury,  which  it 
would  be  neceflary  to  provide,  if  the  Houfe  ihould  think  fit. 
One  was  a charge  of  jf.iico  a year,  for  the  fupport  of  de- 
cayed Military  Gentlemen,  heretofore  paid  under  the  Head  of 
Military  Contingencies,  and  which,  if  withdrawn  from  them, 
they  mud  be  left  to  daive. 

Me  alfo  fuggeded,  that  it  would  be  neceflary  to  increafe  the 
number  of  the  Treafury  Board.  There  were  but  four  Mem- 
bers who  could  dt,  and  three  were  neceffary  to  make  a Qucrum. 
He,  Iiimfelf,  had  hitherto  always  attended,  but  public  duty 
v.'ould  necefiarily  require  his  abfence  in  Eng'and,  and  the 
Board  being  a check  on  public  expenditure,  its  operations  could 
not  be  long  lufpended,  confidently  with  the  intered  of  the 
public. 

There  was  another  branch  of  cxpence  for  the  condderation 
of  the  Houfe,  and  it  would  be  diferetionary  to  adopt  or  reject 
it.  The  Rank  of  Colonel  had  been  given  to  the  Lieutenant- 
colonels  of  Militia,  and  thofe  Gentlemen  were  taught  to  ex- 
pe£l  the  pay  alfo.  1 his,  therefore,  was  for  the  Houfe  to 
direft. — Having  nov>’  gone  through  his  Statement,  he  would 
anticipate  a Quedicn  which  had  frequently  been  alked  in  the 
Ccurfe  of  Debate,  what  Retrenchments  were  “ intended  to 
be  made  ?,:  To  this  he  would  anfwer.  that  the  Civil  Lid  had 
already  been  reduced,  as  far  as  the  Houfe  deemed  it  proper  to 
go.  There  had  been  a reduction  in  the  Penfion  Lid  of ^ 6000 
nor  did  he  know  of  any  branch  of  the  public  expence  in  which 
farther  retrenchment  could  be  effected,  under  the  circumdances 
of  the  Country,  without  producing  more  injury  than  advantage 
to  the  national  intered. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  obferved  upon  the  datemenr,  that  he  had 
juft  heard,  that  ir  w ould  require  feme  time  to  understand  it  ; 
but  three  points  druck  him  with  refpeCt  to  the  Taxes:  that 
upon  Salt,  was  one  which  evinced  a degree  of  hoftility  to 
Great  Britain  : that  Country  was  ufed  in  taxing  exports  to 
except  Ireland,  and  he  had  much  rather  the  fub)e6l  had  been 
fettled  by  an  amicable  negociation,  than  in  the  firft  inftance  to 
impofe  a lax,  and  that  a 1 ax  which  fell  upon  a neceffiiry  of 
life.  W ould  it  not  be  better  to  adopt  the  idea  of  an  Hon. 
Member  of  lad  Seffion,  and  tax  the  DiftiHers,  and  thus  mora- 
lize the  Poor,  than  impofe  a Tax  upou  a Neceffary  of  Life. 
1 he  Diftillers  of  this  Country,  which  ia  1785  made  one  million 
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of  gallons,  had  made  more  than  four  millions  in  1795.  The 
Tax  on  Succeffions  had  been  the  very  lad  adopted  by  England, 
and  he  could  not  conceive  why  it  was  adopted  here  : he  was 
not  now  however  prepared  to  debate  it. 

The  Right  Hon.  W.  B.  Cqnyngham  faid,  that  the  pro- 
pofed  Tax  on  Salt,  would  by  no  means  aft'ed  the  poor,  while 
it  would  materially  ferve  the  Salt  Manufacture. 

Mr.  Pelham  faid,  that  lituated  as  he  was,  his  hrft  object 
flioiild  be  the  intereft  of  Ireland  : he  had,  in  cor.fequence  o t 
the  Duty  upon  Salt  being  laid  on  in  England,  taken  fleps  upon 
the  fubjcd  ; that  duty  was  of  mere  regulation,  to  prevent  the 
Smuggling  of  Salt,  and  extended  equally  to  the  coaftiug  trade 
of  England  as  to  Irelaud  ; and  as  to  the  duty  now  propofed, 
he  could  allure  the  Houfe,  that  Great  Britain  was  apprized  of 
it,  and  that  it  was  laid  on  with  her  perfed  alfent.  If  a great 
quantity  of  manufactured  Salt  were  imported,  it  might  affect 
the  poor  ; but  the  objcd  was  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  its 
importation,  by  proteding  our  own  manufacture. 

Mr.  Corry  faid,  if  the  Hon.  Member  meant  thr#  he  ap- 
proved of  the  additional  Tax  on  the  Diftilleries  laft  Seffion,  he 
much  mifconceived  his  intentions.  He  was  then  of  opinion 
that  the  Tax,  imTead  of  increafing,  would  diminifh  the  Re- 
venue— and  the  confequence  unfortunately  verified  his  prer 
diction. 

\ 't  - 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqjter  faid,  as  to  the 
Duty  on  Salt  injuring  the  poor,  it  might  have  a quite  contrary 
eftid,  by  proteding  and  encouraging  the  manufacture  at  home. 
With  refped  to  the  Tax  on  Succeffions,  he  thought  it  a good 
one — and  that  its  being  adopted  early,  inftead  of  being  taken 
up  as  a la*!  refource,  was  by  no  means  an  argument  againft  it 
— - befides,  if  it  was  produdive,  it  might  enable  Government 
to  give  up  fome  other  Taxes  more  exceptionable. 

With  refped  to  the  argument,  that  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
pofed Taxes  much  exceeded  the  intereft  of  their  propofed 
Loan  ; it  was  in  his  mind  the  better,  as  the  furplus  would  be 
brought  to  account,  and  might  put  an  end  to  the  fyftem  of 
borrowing.  With  refped  to  the  propofed  exadion  from  the 
Diftilleries,  he  was  fure  that  if  the  Hon.  Member  flood  in  his 
place,  he  would  nor  think  it  fair,  when  men  come  forward  tQ 
T'roo«fe  an  alternative  for  averting  a Tax,  to  infert  upon  both 
the  Tax  and  the  Alternative  j here  the  converfation  ended— 

snd  ; • 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proceeded  to  move  Re- 
fbJurions  pnrfuant  to  the  ftatement  of  the  needfury  Supply. 
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Saturday,  Ffbruary  6,  1796. 

The  Indemnity  Bill  was  read  a third  time,  pafied,  and 
ordered  to  the  Lords. 


CORN. 

The  Bill  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of  Grain,  was  read  in 
Committee,  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  engroffed. 

SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Mason  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Supply,  the 
feveral  Refolutions  agreed  to. — The  following  is  an  Abftradt 
of  the  Refolutions  t 

£.  s.  d. 


That  the  Debt  of  tne  Nation  25th  1 H ^ 

at  1 > 3>545>°78  12  o 

March  1795,  was  - \ J 7 


That  the  Nation  is  liable  to  pay  3!. 
per  Cent,  for  ... 

IOS.  | 

3 

1, 1 1 8,240 

0 

0 

And  5!.  per  Cent,  for 

1,379.65° 

0 

0 

For  Inland  Navigation  Debent.  a!,  pi 

er  Cent. 

2“d.  per  Day,  per  Cent.  Treafury  Bills  for 

450,000 

0 

0 

3fd.  per  Day,  ditto. 

for 

100,000 

0 

0 

5!.  per  Cent,  per  Ann. 

for 

600,000 

0 

0 

24,000!.  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  p 

er  Ann. 

Life  Annuities  at  61.  per  Cent 

- 

440,000. 

0 

0 

Ditto,  at  7I.  10s.  per  Cent. 

- 

300,000 

0 

0 

That  550,000!.  be  granted  to  pay 

the  like 

. 

Sum  borrowed  on  Treafmy  Bills,  and 
payable  in  the  next  Year. 

That  the  Army  Eftablifliment  do  conlifl 
for  the  Year  of  - 22,246  Men. 

That  the  Militia  doconfiftof  22,69s  Men. 

^ Total,  - 44,944 

That  to  iupport  the  Army  within  the 

Kingdom,  a Sum  be  granted  of  - 411,062  12  7* 

For  the  Army  ferving  Abroad,  - - 66,317  13  4* 

For  the  Augmentation,  - 159,911  14  9^ 

For  additional  Pay  to  Cavalry  and  Infantry,  5,481  o o 
Staff  Officers,  - - - = 7,927  10  o 

Additional,  ditto,  - 12,901  19  $ 

Muftesrmaiier- general,  Judge  Advocate,  &c,  8,172  19  if. 

Governors  of  Garrifons  for  Incidents,  - 5,34 1 22  3-f- 

Recruiting,  - 57,726  12  6 
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Half-pay  Officers, 

,£■ 

- - 12,680 

J. 

6 

d. 

5i 

Officers  Widows, 

- 

5,569 

4 

0 

Ex^ra  Forage, 

- 

- 74.416 

H 

Barrack  Contingencies, 

- 

~ 200,000 

0 

0 

rracks  Arrear, 

- 

“ 24747 

0 

0 

Royal  Plofpitai, 

- 

- - - 35:°8° 

12 

0 

Military  Infirmary, 

- 

1,800 

0 

0 

Militia, 

- 

* 513072 

1 1 

1 1 

Ordnance, 

- 

- 237.562 

2 

8 

Arrear  of  ditto. 

- 

- 51,994 

18 

8 

From  this  till  the  loth,  no  bufiuefs  of  importance,  but  what 
was  merely  routine. 


Wednesday,  Fisruary  io,  1796. 

\ 

Mr.  Hoare  moved  fcr  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill  u for  im- 
proving the  City  of  Dublin,  by  regulating,  diredting,  and  con- 
trouling  the  cendudt  of  the  Commiflfioners  appointed,  under 
feveral  Adts  of  Parliament,  for  widening  and  improving  the 
Streets  of  Dublin/5 

As  this  Bill  alluded  to  Mr.  Otti well's  bufinefs,  a Debate  of 
fome  length  took  place,  wherein  great  number  of  Members 
fpoke  : on  a divifion  there  appeared. 

For  Leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  - 23 

Noes,  - - - 67 

1 

Mr.  Annesley  then  moved  to  revive  the  Commirree  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  contradl  between  the  CommifUoners 
of  Wide-ftreers,  and  Mr.  Or ti well. 

Right  Hon.  D.  B rowne  feconded  the  motion,  being  of 
opinion  that  inquiry  fliould  precede,  not  follow  dceifion. 

Sir  J.  Blaqjjiere  thought  the  Bill  offered  by  the  learned 
Gentleman,  would,  in  its  progrefs,  have  full  opportunity  of 
inquiry,  and  to  a Bill  it  muff  come  ultimately  ; however,  he 
agreed  in  reviving  the  Committee. 

. « \ 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Annesley  propofed  a Meffage  to  the  Houfc 
of  Peers,  requeuing  they  would  permit  two  of  their  Members, 
Lords  Donoughmore  and  Mountjoy,  to  attend  and  give  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee,  which  Committee  he  defired  might 
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fit  openly  in  the  Houfe,  that  by  the  evidence  of  thefe  two  noble 
perfons,  all  men  might  be  convinced  of  the  falfehood  of  the 
calumnies  that  had  been  thrown  cut  againii,  perhaps,  the  very 
beft  man  in  the  nation,  on  this  fubjeift. 

Mr.  Mason  approved,  the  meafure,  but  faid,  in  point  of 
form,  it  would  come  more  properly  after  the  Committee  had 
fat. 

The  Committee  was  ordered  to  be  revived,  and  fit  to* 
morrow. 

Mr.  Secretary  Pe Lh am  informed  the  Houfe  that  he  was 
commanded  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  ar* 
quaint  them  that  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  return  a moll; 
gracious  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  this  Houfe,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  table;  and  the 
fame  was  alfo  read  by  Mr.  Speaker,  all  the  Members  being 
uncovered*  and  is  as  folio weth  : 

“ GEORGE  R. 

• l 

<K  llis  Majefty  returns  his  thanks  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons of  Ireland  for  their  loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs,  and  for 
the  frefh  aflurances  it  contains  of  their  inviolable  attachment 
to  his  Peifon,  Family,  and  Government. 

“ His  Majefty  fee's  the  higheft  gratification  in  their  affec- 
tionate congratulations  on  his  providential  efcape  from  the 
late  attack  upon  his  perfon. 

*'  Their  congratulations  upon  the  birth  of  a princefs,  an 
event  in  which  his  Majefty  is  fo  nearly  interefted,  are  pecu- 
liarly acceptable  to  him. 

“ His  Majefty  relies  with  the  moll  perfefl  confidence  upon 
the  readinefs  of  his  faithful  Commons  to  provide  fuch  fupplies 
as  the  ftate  of  circumftances  may  require,  and  upon  their  zeal 
and  firmnefs  in  fupporting,  at  this  important  crilis,  fuch  vi go* 
rous  exertions  as  may  moll  effectually  tend  to  procure  a folii 
*md  permanent  peace. 

“ His  Majefty  moft  cordially  participates  with  them  in  the 
fatisfadlion  which  they  derive  from  the  flouriftnng  ftate  of  the 
commerce  and  revenues  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  notwith- 
ft  an  ding  the  prefture  of  the  war. 

“ He  views,  with  great  pleafure,  their  attention  to  the 
agriculture  and  manufadhires  of  Ireland,  to  the  general  ftate 
of  provifions,  and  to  the  Proteftant  Cnarter-fchools,  and  other 
snftilutions  of  public  improvement, 

r« 
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“ It  is  a further  gratification  to  Ms  Majefty  to  obfervs 
hat  the  favourable  fentiments  which  they  exprefs  of  the  Earl 
of  Camden,  juftify  the  confidence  which  his  Majefty  has  repo- 
fed  in  him.” 

“ G.  R 

Which  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
Koufe. 


Ad  ion  rued. 


Thursday,  February  ii,  1796. 

Mr.  M‘Cartney  obferved,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fefiion,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  expreffed  awifh 
that  fome  fpecific  propofilion  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  fhould 
have  been  made,  inftead  of  the  motion  which  was  then  pro- 
pofed  to  enquire  generally  into  their  ftate.  He  then  promifed 
that  on  a future  day  he  would  bring  forward  fuch  a propofi- 
tion,  and  he  was  now  about  to  perform  that  promife.  The 
propofition  he  meant  to  offer  to  the  Houfe  was  one  which, 
would  give  induftry  and  comfort  to  one-fifth  part  of  the 
labouring  poor  of  Ireland,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  would 
raife  the  price  of  two  million  of  acres  from  five  to  ten  (liil  lings 
per  acre  above  their  prefent  value — the  propofition  he  meant, 
was  one  for  opening  the  navigation  of  the  Shannon.  He  then 
gave  a detail  of  the  various  attempts  which  bad  been  made  to 
open  this  river  from  the  time  of  Queen  Anne  to  the  prefent 
day-— Commiflioners,  he  faid,  had  been  appointed  in  the  reign 
of  that  Princefs,  to  make  that  river  navigable,  and  they  had 
2 fund  appropriated  for  that  purpofe,  called  the  Tillage  Du- 
ties, from  the  rieceffarv  encreafe  of  tillage  that  muft  have  f cl- 
lowed  from  the  meafure,  had  it  been  completed.  By  fome 
mismanagement,  however,  this  fund  was  directed  to  lefs  im- 
portant purpofes,  while  thofe  gentlemen  who  lived  on  the 
banks  of  other  rivers,  took  the  hint,  and  in  endeavouring  to 
render  their  rivers  navigable,  met  with  a degree  of  favour 
and  fucccfs  which  had  not  attended  the  attempt  to  open  the 
Shan  non. 

.* 

Subfequent  attempts  had  been  made/  by  gentlemen,  to  get 
fug  port  in  this  great  work,  but  ftill  wit  hout  iuccefs ; the  Grand 
Cana1  Compauy  now  again  attempted  it  ; they  had  procured 
an  eftiniate  of  the  expence  which  would  be  neceffary,  made 
out  bv  a gentleman  of  great  ability  in  that  way,  Mr.  Jeflbn* 
who  reckoned  the  ccft  at  >[*.73,000  : this Turn  they  meant  to 
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apply  to  Parliament  for  ; not,  however,  defiring  that  any 
money  fliould  be  paid  by  the  public,  until  fo  much  was  actu- 
ally laid  out  by  the  Company  in  profecution  of  the  work.  It 
was  highly  probable  that  though  the  efiimate  was  only 
,£•73,000,  yet  the  work  would  come  to  feveral  thousands  more 
before  its  completion  : this  overplus  the  Company  would  agree 
to  pay  out  of  their  own  pocket  without  any  aid  from  the  pub- 
lic, and  when  the  river  (hould  be  opened,  as  they  hoped  it 
would  be  to  the  height  of  120  miles,  they  would  delire  no 
toll  but  one  halfpenny  per  ton  per  mile,  fo  as  not  to  exceed  in 
the  whole  one  (hilling.  Mr.  M‘Cartney  urged  very  llrong  ; 
the  great  benefit  which  this  meafure  wolild  produce  in  turning 
into  tillage  thofe  lands  which  were  now  employed  in  pailu- 
rage,  by  which  thirty  people  would  then  be  fupported  in  the 
labours  of  agriculture,  where  now  not  more  than  one  was 
kept  in  herding  cattle : he  Bated,  too,  the  confequence  of 
which  the  meafure  would  be,  in  giving  circulation  to  the  ma- 
nufactures of  the  extenfive  iron  works  fituated  at  the  head  of 
the  river,  and  which,  when  the  navigation  of  it  (hould  be 
opened,  would  be  fufficient  for  the  whole  confumption  of  the 
country. 

He  concluded  by  prefenting  a petition  from  the  Grand 
Canal  Company,  praying  the  fum  of  £-73,0*00  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  • 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  profelTed  himfelf  a 
friend  to  the  navigation — though  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
refill  the  prefent  application.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  truly 
Bated  the  advantages  of  opening  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Shannon,  but  he  had  not  Bated  the  true  realon  why  preference 
had  been  given  to  other  navigations — the  reafon  was  this  : — 
thofe  who  applied  for  parliamentary  aid  for  the  navigation  of 
other  rivers,  had  made  an  offer  of  contributing  confiderable 
fums  of  their  private  property  in  addition  to  that  which  they 
claimed  from  the  public — the  public  therefore  granted  what 
was  afked,  becaufe  it  was  not  likely  that  any  perions  would 
throw  away  two  parts  of  their  own  money  in  order  to  obtain 
a third  part  from  the  public.  The  Grand  Canal  Company  in 
this  inBance  made  no  fuch  offer.  They,  on  the  contrary, 
fend  forward  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  Bating  that  two  million 
of  acres  will  be  raifecl  in  value,  ten  fhiiiings  an  acre,  by  open- 
ing the  Shannon,  and  very  good-naturedly  calling  on  the 
public  to  make  the  proprietors  of  thefe  lands,  a prefent  ot 
jL-73)000>  which  was  ultimately  to  become  £.1 2 q, 000,  to  en- 
able them  to  fecure  this  emolument,  without  contributing  a 
fingle  (hilling  towards  it  themfelves.  It  the  meafure  was  to 
>e  fo  beneficial  to  the  land-owners  on  the  bauks  of  that  river,. 
Vox..  XVI.  F 


66 


PARLIAMENTARY 


and  if  there  were  iron  works  fo  extenfive  and  important  ai 
had  been  dated,  and  likely  to  derive  fuch  encreafed  profpe- 
rtiy  from  it,  why  did  not  the  proprietors  of  tliofe  lands  and 
of  t'icfe  works,  come  forward  and  fairly  offer  to  contribute 
. at  lead  a part  of  the  expence  of  a meafure  of  which  they  were 
to  enjo\  the  whole  advantage  ? Why  fhould  the  community 
be  called  on  to  defray  exclufively  the  charge  of  a work  by 
which  a certain  defcription  of  individuals  only  were  to  be 
benefited  ! 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  called  this  a fmall  fum — to  him  i: 
appeared  a very  large  fum — and  fuch  a one  as  he  could  not 
agree  to  grant  at  a time  when  lie  was  obliged  to  propofe  new 
burthens  on  the  public  for  the  fupport  of  Lhe  war — But  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  find  that  the  Company  would  afk  for 
jhis  money  only  as  it  fhould  be  actually  expended — The  Hon. 
Gentleman  mu  ft  know  that  when  the  grant  fhould  be  once 
made,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  retain  it  from  the  Com- 
pany until  fuch  a fum  fhould  be  expended — the  Company 
might  probably  find  difficulty  in  borrowing  on  the  fame  terms 
as  Government — they  would  naturally  apply  to  the  Houfe  to 
affift  them  in  that  cafe,  and  it  was  the  habit  of  the  Houfe  to 
adt  liberally  in  fuch  circumfiancet — There  was  nothing  then 
, in  that  argument-— He  declared  he  felt  pain  in  being  thus 
obliged  by  Ins  duty  to  relift  the  application  of  a body  fo  ref- 
pedtable  as  the  Grand  Canal  Company — who  were  men  that 
generally  kept  their  word  with  the  public— completed  the 
works  they  undertook,  and  had  done  the  public  by  their 
works  much  fervice—  whenever  they  fhould  make  £ propofal 
to  the  Houfe  which  as  a trultee  for  the  public  he,  would  be 
jultified  in  acceding  to,  he  would  accede  to  it  wulirnuch  plea- 
lure,  being  a friend  to  the  Company  and  the  propofed  mea- 
fure.— 1 hey  had  on  a former  occafion  remitted  to  the  public 
a port  of  their  tolls  on  flour  and  corn,  in  confideration  of 
receiving  a fum  of  money  from  Parliament  to  affift  them  in 
their  works — Would  they  now  make  a fimilar  abatement  iri 
their  charges  on  the  public  for  the  fum  they  prayed  for  ? — 
If  they  did  it  might  be  reafonable  to  attend  to  their  petition— 
at  pr  lent  it  appeal  ed  perfectly  inadmiffible. 

Mr.  MTartxey  could  not  believe  the  Right  Kon.  Chan- 
cefloi  of  ‘.he  Exchequer  was  ferious  when  he  talked  to  the 
( and’  Company  of  remitting  more  of  their  tolls,  after  hav- 
i rg  already  remitted  a full  half  of  what  they  were  by  law 
entitle  i tc  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  made  a very 
advantageous  bargain  with  the  Company  in  his  former  nego- 
C'H'ioj  with  them,  and  if  he  v'onld  agree  to  retraft  that 
oargain,  and  let  the  Company  again  levy  the  charges  allowed 
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by  the  former  law,  they  would  very  willingly  agree  to  com- 
plete the  navigation  of  the  Shannon,  without  alking  any  aid 
whatfcever  ol  Parliament. 

He  again  urged  the  immenfe  utility  of  the  work,  and  con- 
tended that  the  fum  fought  for  was  too  trivial  to  make  it  ne- 
celfary  for  the  Houfe  to  recur  to  the  contribution  of  private 
individuals. 

Mr.  Corry  obferved,  that  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  leemed  to  be  now  coming  to 
dole  grips  about  this  grant  for  the  Shannon  navigation,  he 
thought  it  high  time  for  hirn  to  put  in  a claim  for  the  navi- 
gation of  Newry.  He  therefore  gave  notice,  that  when  this 
fum  of  £-73,000  fhould  be  expended  in  the  one  work,  he 
would  infallibly  put  in  a claim  for  a fimilar  fum  to  complete 
the  other. 

The  petition  was  then  received,  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee,  who  were  appointed  to  confider  it. 

Mr.  D.  Browne  moved,  that  a me/Tage  be  fent  to  the 
Lords,  requefting  that  their  Lordlhips  would  be  pleafed  to 
permit  Lord  Vifcount  Mountjoy  and  Lord  Baron  Donough- 
more,  to  attend  the  Committee  appointed  by  tnis  Houfe  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  CommilHcners  of  Wide 
Streets,  to  give  evidence  relpefiing  the  contracts  between 
Mr.  Henry  Ottiwell  and  the  faid  Commiflioners  of  Wide 
Streets. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  that  Mr.  Browne 
do  carry  the  faid  me/fage  to  the  Lords. 

Mr.  B.  Daly  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  amend 
an  aft  which  palled  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  for  -e  better 
regulation  of  elections  for  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament.— 
Leave  given. 

Adjourned. 


Friday,  February  12,  1796. 

I * % \ 

Houfe  in  Committee  on  the  I eather  Duty  Bill,  Went 
through  it  without  any  amendment  or  debate. 

Previous  to  refolving  into  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  which  the  Paper  Duty  was  to  be  confidered, 
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Mr.  M Garth ey  obfervecl,  that  two  petitions  of  a very 
extraordinary  nature  indeed,  had  been  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  againft  this  duty  ; one  from  the  Printers  of  the  City 
of  Dublin,  and  the  other  from  the  Journeymen  of  that 
bnfinels.  The  allegations  of  both  petitions,  he  hefitated  not 
to  fay,  would  be  found  on  examination,  to  be  totally  defti- 
tute  of  foundation — ?-In  order  to  evince  this,  he  animad- 
verted on  the  fituation  of  the  different  perfons  who  had  fub- 
fcribed  the  petitions.— Mr.  Exftiaw,  the  firft  of  the  fubfcri- 
bers,  who  complained,  that  this  duty  if  fuffered  to  pafs, 
would  greatly  injure  the  Book-trade,  by  enhancing  paper, 
and  rendering  it  fcarce,  was  a man,  who,  he  learned,  was 
nearly  out  of  the  bunnefs. — Luke  White,  another  of  the 
fubfcribers,  was  a man  who  deals  only  in  imported  books.— 
Patt  Byrne,  who  complained  of  the  dearnefs  of  paper,  pro- 
duced by  this  duty,  was  now  purchafing  paper  for  eighteen 
{hillings  the  rheam,  equal  in  quality  to  that  for  which  he  had 
formerly  given  one  guinea  per  rheam — the  other  petitioners 
were  in  nearly  the  fame  circumftances,  except  Mr.  Chambers, 
Primer  to  the  United  lrifhmen,  who  had  contracted  fuch  a 
fondnefs  for  French  paper,  that  fmce  the  commencement  of 
the  War,  he  could  not  get  any  paper  in  either  England  or 
Ireland  to  his  tafte,  and  therefore  abufed  the  paper  manu- 
facturers of  both  coimtries.  The  duty  which  thefe  men  com- 
plained of  fo  loudly,  was  2d.  per  lb.  on  imported  paper — * 
which  on  a dnodeceimo  volume,  could  not  induce  a rife  of 
more  than  one  halfpenny,  and  yet  thefe  men,  enjoying  a 
profit  of  cent  per  cent,  cry  out  they  will  be  ruined,  and  they 
raife  their  books  enormoufly.  The  complaint  of  the  Jour- 
neymen Printers,  Mr.  M‘Cartney  averred,  was  equally  ill- 
founded,  as  that  of  their  employers — they  pretend  they 
were  deprived  of  employment,  by  the  operation  of  the 
paper  duty,  while  the  faCt  was,  that  there  was  not  a man 
among  the  petitioners,  who  was  not  earning,  from  two  to 
two  and  an  half  guineas  a week.  i 

In  ojtpofition  to  their  petitions,  he  was  to  prefent  to  the 
Houfe,  a petition  from  the  Paper  Manufacturers  of  the 
country,  praying  a continuation  of  the  duty.  It  would  ap- 
pear from  allegations  of  thefe  gentlemen,  that  the  paper 
manufacturers  of  the  country,  were  likely  to  derive  the 
greatefl  advantage*  from  the  duty.  So  far  was  the  price  of 
paper  from  being  raifed  by  it,  that  Mr.  Nunn  had  lately  con- 
tracted with  the  perfons,  who  were  now  printing  a new  edi- 
tion of  the  Journals,  to  furnifh  paper  for  that  work,  at  14s. 
the  rheam,  equal  to  that  which  had  formerly  been  fold  at 
16s  The  manufacture,  too,  was  encreafing  to  that  degree, 
111  oonfequencC  of  the  duty,  that  the  manufacturers  had 
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already  in  the  courfe  of  nine  months,  expended  ^.25,000  in 
the  ereCtion  of  new  Vats  ; and  one  of  the  mod  eminent 
paper  manufacturers  in  England,  had  formed  a connection 
with  fome  of  the  manufacturers  here,  to  extend  and  im- 
prove the  manufacture.  He  concluded,  by  prefenting  the 
petition, 

Mr.  Grattan  had  no  objection  to  receiving  the  petition, 
at  the  fame  time  he  could  not  help  obferving,  that  the  mode 
which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  taken,  of  animadverting  on 
the  petitions  of  the  Printers  and  Journeymen,  was  rather 
extraordinary — it  was  certainly  not  ufual  for  gentlemen  to 
attach  their  obiervations  to  the  perlons  and  fituation  of 
men,  who  came  to  that  Houfe  to  petition,  but  rather  to 
conhne  their  remarks  to  the  fubjeCl  matter  of  the  petitions 
themfelves. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  allegations  of  thofe  petitions,  he  would 
not  anfwer  for  their  truth  in  every  inftance,  though  he  cer- 
tainly was  inclined  to  believe  them  true  ; but  he  would  fay 
in  defence  of  thefe  petitions,  that  the  perfons  who  had  pre- 
ferred them,  were  ready  to  come  forward  and  prove  them 
by  indifputable  evidence  ; they  even  folicited  an  opportunity 
to  do  fo,  and  that  fuggefted  a better  anfwer  to  the  affertion 
of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  than  any  which  he  could  give.  He 
could  not  again  help  remarking,  on  the  impropriety  of  allu- 
fion,  to  the  perfonal  circumftances  of  the  petitioners  ; one 
of  thofe  mentioned,  (Mr.  Chambers)  he  knew  ; he  knew 
him  to  be  an  honeft  citizen,  and  an  excellent  bookfeller  ; 
whether  he  had  an  illicit  fondnefs  for  French  paper  or  not, 
was  foreign  from  the  fubjeCt ; it  was  an  alfertion,  too,  which 
it  would  be  very  difficult  for  the  Hon.  Gentleman  to  prove, 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  have  been  made.  Mr.  Byrne, 
who  had  been  mentioned,  was  a man  of  very  extenfive  deal- 
ing, as  a bookfeller  ; had  a capital  ffiop,  and  did  fervice  to 
the  Literature  of  the  Country  ; he  was  a man  of  that  clals, 
whom  an  Irffti  Hoyfe  of  Commons,  ought  neither  to  dif- 
credit  nor  difeourage. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  duty  itfelf,  he  thought  it  a bad  one; 
the  allegations  of  the  petition,  if  they  were  true,  and  the 
petitioners  were  ready  to  prove  them,  proved  that  the  duty 
mud  be  bad  ; but  if  any  argument  were  wanting  to  confirm 
the  reafoning  of  the  petitions,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  himfelf 
had  fuggefted  it — for  what  had  he  faid  ? that  the  market  not 
being  able  to  furniffi  a fupply  of  paper,  for  the  fingle  work 
of  re-printing  the  Journals  of  that  Houfe,  the  printers  had 
been  obliged  to  refort  to  a contract — that  is,  the  paper 
manufacturers  of  Ireland,  are  not  able  to  fupply  paper  for 
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the  demand  of  the  country,  and  are  reforting  to  partnerfhfp 
whf*  foreigners  to  aftift  them  ; and  yet,  they  call  for  a duty 
Oii  imported  paper,  in  < rder  to  fecure  a monopoly,  winch 
they  are  not  able  to  anfwer.  What  did  he  hate  befides  ? 
that  thou  h the  tax  was  in  itfelf  but  trivial,  yet  fuch  was  its 
na'ure,  that  it  had  already  greatly  raifed  the  price  of  the 
articles  vhich  it  affeffed — and  thus.,  without  adding  to  the 
Revenue,  (its  produce  was  but  about  ^.240)  fell  heavily  on 
tile  public.  Could  anv  arguments  again!!  the  duty  be  hated 
ftrong -r,  than  timfe  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  himfelf  fug* 
gefted. 

Mr.  Grattan  urged  very  ftrongly,  the  impolicy  of  the 
dmy,  and  requefted  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
attend  to  the  ftrong  obje&ions,  which  lay  againft  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  defended  the  duty 
— No  reafonable  man  could  believe,  he  laid,  that  fo  fmall  a 
duty,  as  two-pence  in  the  pound  on  imported  paper,  ope- 
rating as  a prote&ing  duty  to  the  brnne  manufa£h  re,  could 
produce  the  ill  corJequ  nces  which  were  charged  againft  it 
by  the  petitioners.  No  doubt,  every  duty  rnuft  be  felt  as  an 
inconvenience,  by  thofe  who  are  immediately  affe&ed  by  it, 
and  it  was  always  his  wifh,  to  make  the  duties  he  prepofed, 
as  convenient  as  poftible — but  in  the  prefent  inftance,  he  did 
not  t hink  he  ought  to  give  up  the  duty  ; for  the  eviio  which 
were  apprehended  from  it,  would  arife  (if  they  fhould  arife 
at  all)  from  a fpirit  of  monopoly,  ameng  the  paper  manu- 
facturers, not  from  the  duty. 

If  they  fhould  be  found  inclined  to  indulge  that  fpirit,  it 
would  be  for  the  Legiflature  to  check  it,  and  he  for  one, 
would  have  no  objection  in  that  cafe,  to  transfer  the  duty  on 
the  import  of  foreign  paper,  into  an  excife  duty  on  the  heme 
manufacture — and  this,  if  it  fhould  be  found  neceffary  to 
vrefort  to  it,  would  afford  an  ample  remedy  to  the  printers 
and  bookfellers,  againft  the  Manufacturers. 

If  the  Houfe  fhould  liften  to  this  complaint,  againft  a tax 
evidently  not  oppieftive,  they  would  find  as  many  com*, 
plaints  ip  a little  time,  as  there  were  lines  in  the  Schedule — 
and  as  to  the  argument,  that  the  produce  of  the  tax  was 
final  1,  it  was  anfwered  by  confidering,  that  all  great  fums 
are  made  up  by  the  addition  of  fmall  funis,  and  that  if  the 
minute  parts  were  gradually  argued  away,  the  whole  would 
foon  vanilh. 

He  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  a ftrong  complaint 
made  againft  this  duty,  not  becaufc  it  was  impolitic  in  itfelf, 
or  injurious  in  its  conlequences,  but.  becaufe  the  primers  of 
the  country  being  in  a great  meafure  connected  with  the 
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literary  talents  of  the  country,  were  therefore  guarded  with 
more  zeal,  and  defended  with  more  ability. 

After  fome  further  converfation  on  this  fubje<5t,  between 
Mr:  Grattan,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Maldn,  Sir 
John  Biaqtiiere,  and  Mr.  M‘Cartney,  the  petition  of  . the 
paper  manufacturers,  and  thofe  of  the  primers  and  journey- 
men, were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  into  that  Committee,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  new  Duties  on 
Wines,  ^'.9  per  Ton  additional  on  French  Wines,  and  £.6 
per  Ton  additional  on  thofe  of  Portugal  ; he  obi'erved,  that 
thefe  duties  would  be  payable  on  all  wines,  which  fhould  be 
entered  fubfequent  to  the  25th  of  March,  though  they  might 
have  been  imported  previous  to  that  date.  Thofe  therefore, 
who  had  wines  in  the  (lores,  mud  enter  them,  and  pay  the 
duty  before  the  25th  of  March,  or  if  they  fhould  defer  the 
payment  till  after  that  day,  they  fhould  become  liable  to  the 
new  charge. 

Mr.  B.  Conyngham  obferved,  that  at  prefent  there  was 
little  or  no  wines  imported  into  this  country  from  Naples  or 
Sicily — could  the  wines  of  thofe  countries,  be  introduced 
here,  he  thought  it  might  produce  very  falutary  conie- 
quences,  for  in  the  firft  inftance,  the  manufactures  of  the 
country  would  be  exported  in  return,  and  by  the  medium  of 
Naples,  they  might  ultimately  find  their  wav  to  the  Levant. 
To  effeCl  this  purpofe,  he  propofed  that  the  wines  of  Naples 
and  Sicily,  fhould  be  put  on  the  lame  footing  with  refpect  to 
duty,  as  the  wises  of  Spain, 

1 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declaring  his  afTent 
to  the  cladic  tafte,  and  expreffing  his  defire  to  (hare  the  clafiic 
wine  of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  an  amendment  was  adopted, 
by  which  the  Neapolitan  and  Sicilian  wines  are  made  liable 
only,  to  the  fame  import  duty,  as  thofe  of  Spain. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  propofed,  that  the  Com- 
mittee fhould  now  agree  to  the  duty  of  2d.  per  pound  on 
paper,  which  he  faid,  might  be  objected  to,  and  difeuffed  at 
any  future  ftage  of  its  progrefs,  previous  to  the  committal 
of  the  Bill,  in  which  it  fhould  be  included. 

This  revived  the  debate  on  the  propriety  of  the  duty 

Mr.  Grattan  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fpoke  re- 
peatedly and  alternately  for  fome  time,  and  each  adduced 
iome  new  argument  in  iupport  of  his  refpedtive  opinion. 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  contended,  that 
it  was  not  necefiary  to  wait  for  the  examination  of  witndfes 
in  fupport  of  the  allegations  of  the  petitions  againft  the  duty 
— foi  nothing  could  be  dilclofed  on  that  fubjeCt,  which  everv 
man  did  not  know  already — it  was  acknowledged,  that  fome 
temporary  inconvenience  might  be  produced  by  the  duty  ; 
but,  operating,  as  it  would  do,  as  a protecting  duty  to  the 
native  manufacture  of  paper,  it  would  tend  to  encreafe  that 
manufacture,  as  welt  as  improve  it,  for  it  was  the  nature  of 
every  manufacture  to  expand  itfelf,  until  it  became  commen- 
furate  to  the  demand  for  it. 

Pie  could  not  expeCt  to  make  a convert  of  the  Right  Hon, 
Gentleman,  for  he  had  never  known  him  abjure  an  opinion, 
he  had  once  entertained — but  he  would  at.  leaft  expeCt  that 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman^would  be  confident  with  himfelf, 
and  that  he  would  aCt  now  agreeably  to  that  principle,  which, 
on  the  fubjeCt  of  protecting  duties,  he  had  once  fo  ably  in- 
culcated on  the  Houfe.  What  was  that  principle  ? That,  by 
Securing  to  the  country  its  home  market,  the  manufacture 
would  be  improved  and  extended — and  that  the  way  to 
fecure  the  home  market,  was  by  protecting  it  with  a duty- 
on  the  import  of  the  foreign  manufacture. 

Th  is  principle,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  urged  very 
ftrongly  on  that  occafion,  and  the  truth  of  the  general  prin- 
ciple was  acknowledged,  though  the  fear  of  incurring  the 
penalties  of  retaliation  from  England,  in  that  inftance  pre- 
vented the  Houfe  from  carrying  it  into  efleCt.  But  now, 
when  an  attempt  was  made  to  put  the  principle  in  operation, 
xvith  refpeCt  to  the  paper  manufacture,  where  it  might  be 
done  without  danger,  an  outcry  was  railed,  that  the  manu- 
facture would  be  ruined,  and  the  public  diftrefled.  The  fear 
was  an  abfitrd  one  ; and  every  principle  of  found  policy,  and 
the  leftimony  of  experience  had  fully  lhewn  it  to  be  lb.  If 
it  were  contended  that  the  export  trade  of  books  to  Ame- 
rica, or  elfewhere,  would  be  injured  by  the  duty,  that  ob- 
jection would  be  removed,  by  ajJowing  a drawback  ca  the 
exportation. 

Mr.  Grattan  on  the  other  hand  fhewed,  that  it  was  the 
Right  Hon.  Baronet,  whofe  prefent  arguments  were  incon- 
fiftert  wnh,  and  contrary  to  thole  which  he  had  urged,  and 
aCled  on,  when  the  protecting  duties  were  propofed  ; for 
what  was  the  grand  principle  which  the  Right  Hon.  Baro- 
net rhen  held  out,  to  juftify  his  oppofition  to  that  meafure  ? 
That  protecting  duty  was  but  a fanCtion  to  monopoly ; 
th*i  if  the  falutary  competition  of  indultry  and  (kill,  between 
the  native  and  foreign  manufacture  were  once  removed,  the 
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public  would  be  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  buying  bad  goods 
at  an  exorbitant  price,  and  being  left  without  alternative, 
would  be  obliged  to  i'ubmit  to  the  extravagant  demands  of 
rapacious  idlcnefs.  What  did  he  now  fay  ? That  a duty  on 
the  imported  goods,  would  infallibly  improve  the  quality  of 
the  manufacture,  leffen  ics  price,  and  produce  an  abundant 
fupply  ! Such  was  the  coniidency  of  the  Right  Hon.-  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. ! 

Mr.  Grattan  then  proceeded  to  {hew  that  his  principle  and 
conduct  on  that  occaflon  and  the  prefent,  were  perfectly  con- 
fident On  that  occafion  he  fupported  a protecting  duty — 
that  is  a duty  on  the  importation  of  the  manufactured  goods 
— what  did  he  now  oppofe  ? a duty,  not  on  the  manufactured 
goods,  but  on  the  raw  material.  He  would  have  been  incon- 
fiftent  indeed,  had  her  oppofed  a duty  on  the  manufacture, 
that  is,  on  printed  books  ; but  in  oppoling  a duty  on  paper, 
Hie  raw  material,  he  was  protecting  the  lrilh  Printer  and 
Bookfeller  ; he  was  enforcing  the  principle  on  which  he  hud 
fupported  protecting  duties,  and  he  was  therefore  aiding 
confidently. 

The  export  trade  of  books  had  become  a very  prornifing 
trade.  The  high  price  of  books  in  England,  and  the  com- 
paratively low  price  of  books  in  this  Country,  joined  to  the 
predilection  which  America  had  always  (hewn  for  dealing 
with  Ireland,  had  induced  very  confiderable  orders  from 
that  country,  particularly  for  Law  Books,  and  political 
Difcuffions. 

This  duty  would  cut  up  thattrade  by  the  root — for  al- 
ready it  was  proved  by  the  complaint  of  the  Printers,  and 
by  a dill  ftronger  proof,  by  the  difficulty  of  finding  paper, 
for  thp  new  edition  of  the  Journals,  that  the  manufacture  of 
the  country  was  not  equal  to  its  confumption — the  duty 
keeps  out  Englifh  paper,  cuts  ofl'  the ‘foreign  export,  en- 
hances the  price  on  the  home  confumption,  and  perhaps  puts 
the  Primer  to  a dand— and  for  what  were  all  thefe  evils  in- 
curred ? For  a Revenue  of  £.23 9 a year-— But  it  was  faid, 
the  duty  had  been  but  half  a year  in  operation — let  the  Re- 
venue then  be  £ $00  a year- — was  this  an  objeCt  for  which  a 
wife  Financier,  or  a fenfible  Man,  would  requite  the  lofs  of 
an  improving  branch  of  foreign  trade,  check  the  Literature 
of  the  Country,  difeourage  and  make  difeontented,  a de- 
riving, and  a ufeful  fet  of  men  ? — He  hoped  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  was  too  good  a Financier,  and  had  to« 
much  fenfe  deliberately  to  perfift  in  fueh  a mcafure. 

The  Ch  ancellor.  of  the  Exchequer.  perfiding  in  prefiing 
the  refolution ; it  was  put  and  carried,  with  an  intimation 
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from  Mr.  Grattan,  that  if  the  petitioners  thought  proper  to 
iupport  their  petition,  he  would  on  to-morrow,  delire  that 
they  might  oe  examined. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved,  the 
new  Duty  of  three  halfpence  per  Bufhel  on  White  Sait  im- 
ported, which  he  faid,  he  meant  rather  as  a protection  to 
the  native  manufacture  of  Sait,  again  ft  the  duty  on  Rock 
Salt,  lately  laid  on  in  England,  than  as  a matter  of  revenue 
—It  pafl'ed  without  opposition  or  remark. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  want  on  for  fome  time 
in  moving  the  ordinary  duties,  when 

Mr.  Va  ndeleur  pofe  to  propofe  a duty  of  6hd.  for  every 
three  Eils  of  Sail-cloth  which  fhould  be  imported  from 
Great  Britain.  He  preceded  his  motion,  by  ftating  the 
quantity  of  Sail-cloth  annually  exported  from  Ireland  from 
1750,  when  England  firft.  gave  a bounty  of  2d  per  yard  on 
Sail-cloth  exported  to  Ireland,  downwards  to  the  period, 
when  all  export  of  Sail-cloth  from  Ireland  ceal'ed,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  a very  large  import  from  Great  Britain.  In 
this  ftatement,  Mr.  Vandeleur  faid,  the  effeCl  of  the  policy 
of  Great  Britain,  in  granting  this  export  bounty  was  appa- 
rent— it  had  deftroyed  the  Sail-cloth  manufacture  in  this 
country,  and  inftead  of  exporting  annually,,  fcveral  thou- 
fands  of  yards,  reduced  us  to  the  neceflity  of  importing 
annually  above  2,000,000  of  yards.  If  there  was  a nati- 
onal Government  in  Ireland,  and  if  this  country  was  not 
ftill  a colonial  dependan.ee  on  Great  Britain,  fome  meafure 
fhould  be  taken  to  vindicate  the  interefts  of  the  nation,  from 
the  incroaching  policy  by  which  that  country  was  Healing 
from  us,  the  only  manufacture  which  Hie  had  left  us.  After 
expatiating  for  fome  time  on  this  topic,  he  concluded  by 
moving  the  duty. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  the 
meafure  propofed  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  was  fo  ha  fly  and 
fo  rafh,  that  he  fhould  take  little  care  to  give  it  a fuller 
anfwer.  Indeed  he  was  rather  inclined  to  congratulate  the 
Houfe  on  the  ftatement  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
made,  of  the  fituation  of  the  country,  than  to  look  for 
other  arguments  againft  the  motion  ; for  when  he  told  the 
Houfe  thac  there  were  now  feveral  hundred  thoufand  yards 
more  of  Sail-cloth  imported,  than  there  were  fome  years 
back  ; what  did  he  but  inform  the  Houfe,  that  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  had  encreal'ed  in  Hie  fame  proportion; 
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for  how  could  the  cncreafed  quantity  of  Sail-cloth  be  con- 
sumed, but  in  an  cncreafed  number  of  (hipping  ? and  how 
could  the  number  of  Shipping  have  cncreafed,  without  a 'pro- 
portionate growth  of  commerce?  Was  the  manufacture  of 
Sail-cloth ‘loft  to  the  country,  becaufe  (he  did  not  now  ex- 
port any  ? For  what,  but  for  that  manufacture,  was  there 
fo  large  an  importation  of  hemp  ? and  were  not  ail  the  Irifti 
fifhine;  veflels  manned  with  Irijh  Sail-cloth ! /!  But  if  the 
manufacture  Were  loft,  would  the  Hon.  Gentleman  fay,  that 
we  had  got  no  other  in  i i s place;  Had  we  not  more  than 
conipenfated  that  loi's  by  the  encreafe  in  our  Linens  ? At  all 
events,  would  he  venture  to  provoke  England  by  Rich  a 
duty  as  this  on  her  Sail  - cloth,  to  retaliate  upon  our  Staple 
Manufacture?  Fie  was  lure  the  Hon.  Gentleman  loved  his 
country  too  well,  to  venture  Each  a propoliiion,  were  it  likely 
r«  be  carried. 

Mr.  Grattan  declared  the  motion  had  his  moft  hearty 
concurrence  — it  was  a motion,  the  reafon  of  which  was  as 
clear,  and  as  little  capable  of  being  controverted  as  was 
ever  made  in  any  AiTembly.  Great  Britain  had  given  bounty 
on  the  export  of  a manufacture,  by  which  that  manufacture 
in  Ireland  was  deftioyed — was  not  Ireland  juftified  to  pro- 
tect herfelf  from  the  operation  of  that  bounty  ? Was  (lie  not 
bound  to  do  lo  ? But  the  Hen.  Gentleman  had  contended, 
that  Ireland  fhould  rejoice  in  the  annihilation  of  this  manu- 
facture, and  that  for  a very  lingular  reafon — what  was  that  ? 
Why.  becaufe  (lie  had  got  ether  manufactures  in  lieu  of  this 
— And  how  did  he  prove  this  ? Why  it  was  plain,  becaule 
we  have  our  market  inundated  with  Englilh  Sail-cloth!  But 
what  was  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet’s  reafon  for  oppoling  this 
motion  ? It  was  that  which  had  often  been  urged — that 
Great  Britain  would  retaliate.  The  Right  Hon.  Baronet 
could  not  be  fericus  in  this  argument  ? What,  would  Great 
Biitain  enter  into  a waifare  of  duties,  becaufe  Ireland  had 
temperately  and  moderately  done  in  prefervation  of  her 
manufadture,  what  Great  Britain  herlell  did  to  preferve 
hers  ? furely  (he  would  not  ; and  therefore  the  principle  of 
this  motion  fhnuld  at  all  times  meet  his  fupport  ; he  could 
have  wiftied  hov/evei,  that  it  had  been  brought  forward  at  a 
time  when  there  was  a fuller  Aflemby,  and  when  Gentlemen 
had  fufneient  notice  cl  it.  He  would  therefore  advife  his 
Hon  Fiiend  to  withdraw  it,  and  bring  it  forward  at  a 
iuture  day,  giving  Gentlemen  feme  previous  notice. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  appealed  to  Gen- 
tlemen, whether  it  would  be  wife  to  take  up  this  fingle  cafe. 
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■while  it  was  in  contemplation,  to  confider  of  a genera! 
arrangement  of  duties,  between  the  two  Countries  : iome- 
thing  had  already  been  done  on  that  fubjed  in  favour  of 
Ireland,  in  the  explanation  of  the  Navigation  Ad,  and  in 
liberty  granted  her  of  exporting  wines  to  the  Weft  India 
Colonies — this  evinced  the  good  difpofition  of  Great  Britain 
towards  this  country,  and  fhould  induce  the  Houfe  to  wait 
until  circumftances  Ihould  be  favourable  for  foliciting  farther 
advantages* 

Sir  L.  Parsoks  faid,  he  thought  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet 
was  right  in  not  trying  to  give  a fuller  anfwer  to  the  motion 
of  his  Hon.  Friend,  for  had  he  a thousand  times  the  abilities 
he  poflefted  (and  he  did  not  want  to  depreciate  his  abilities) 
he  would  have  found  it  difficult  to  give  a folid  or  even  plan* 
fible  oppofition  to  it. — He  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
much  better  to  attempt  corrcding  the  inequality  of  the  pre- 
fent  fyftem  of  duties  between  the  Countries  in  Angle  inftances, 
than  to  await  a time  when  the  whole  might  be  corroded  at 
once— for  it  was  tolerably  certain,  that  at  no  time  would  the 
people  of  England  be  contented  to  change  a whole  fyftem  fe> 
extFemeiy  beneficial  to  them,  though  they  might  be  rea- 
foned  into  a concefficn  of  trivial  advantages  in  fucceflion. 
He  concurred  in  the  idea  of  poftponingthe  difeuftion  of  this 
important  queftion  to  a future  day,  when  a fuller  attendance 
might  be  had, 

Mr.  Vavbeleur  faid,  he  had  no  objedion  to  accommo- 
date Gentlemen,  but  hoped  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  in 
the  confidence  of  Adminiftration,  would  promifo  at  leaft, 
that  this  fubjeft  ihould  be  made  an  object  of  Treaty  with 
Minifters  at  the  other  fide. 

Mr  Pelham  got  up  and  fpokc  a few  words  about  the 
difficulty  of  the  fubje£t,  the  inexpediency  of  the  time,  &c, 
but  carefully  avoided  pledging  himfelf  to  negociatc  on  the 
bufinefs. 

After  fome  farther  converfation,  Mr.  Vandeleur  withdrew 
his  motion. 

The  Houfe  refumed,  and  then  adjourned  till  to-mor- 
row. 
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Saturday,  February  13,  1796. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduft  of 
the  Commithoners  of  Wide-dreets,  refpecling  the  contract 
made  between  them  and  Mr.  Henry  Ottiwell,  fat  in  the 
Houfe,  and  examined  Lord  Mountjoy  for  an  hour  and  a 
half,  from  vvhofe  evidence  it  appeared,  “ that  Mr.  Ottiwell’s 
propofal  had  been  debated  feveral  days,  and  at  very  full 
Boards  ; that  eftimates  were  laid  belore  them  by  gentlemen 
of  experience,  and  in  the  confidence  of  the  Commiffioners 
of  Wide-dreets,  that  his  propolal  exceeded  their  eftimates, 
and  the  doting  the  bargain  was  a faving  to  the  public  of  at 
lead  ^.6000  ; that  on  the  contrary,  in  other  parts,  of  the 
City  of  Dublin,  particularly  on  the  North  Side  of  the  River, 
the  public  fuftained  a lofs  to  the  amount  of  ^.15,000  ; that 
a Map  ( t 2 months  previous  to  Mr.  Ottiwell’s  propofal)  had 
been  hung  up  in  the  Exchange,  for  public  inipeftion  ; that 
he  could  ?n  fome  degree  take  upon  himfelf  to  judge  of  the 
contract,  as  he  was  much  concerned  in  fetting  grounds  on 
building  leafes ; that  at  that  time,  he  fet  grounds  for  4s, 
per  Foot,  W'hich  in  a year  or  two  afterwards,  were  fet  for  a 
guinea  and  25s. — that  he  does  not  believe  that  Mr.  Ottiwell 
had  any  partner,  and  that  he  fent  in  his  propofal  as  Ottiwell 
and  Co.  merely  $s  a guarantee  to  the  Board  ; that  the  price 
paid  by  Mr.  Ottiwell,  was  a good  one  in  hi*  opinion  ; and 
that  he  never  knew  the  Board  to  open  any  Avenue  fo 
cheap.5* 

Adjourned. 


Mo  nday,  February  15,  1796. 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Grattan  now  rofe  to  bring 
ward  his  Motion,  for  equalizing  the  Channel  Trade  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  reciprocally  admitting  the 
Manufa&ures  of  either  Country  into  the  other,  upon  equal 
Hates  of  Duty.  The  quedion,,  he  faid,  now  hood  upon 
different  ground  from  what  it  had  done  at  former  periods, 
in  which  it  had  been  agitated.  It  was  heretofore  rather  a 
quedion  of  general  debate  than  of  divifion,  for  the  judice 
ot  the  principle  had  not  been  denied,  though  the  meafure 
had  been  hitherto  evaded.  But  he  contended  that  found 
policy,  as  well  as  drift  juitice,  called  upon  Great  Britain,  no 
rosier  to  redd  a principle,  cf  which  man  can  deny  tfc* 
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propriety.  Inafmucli  as  intereft  was.  that  link  of  Iron 
which  hound  Nations  in  mutual  amity,  infornuch  was  this 
principle,  calculated  cement  the  two  Countries  in  ftronger 
attachments,  and  to  extirpate  all  invidious  Jealoufies,  which 
an  illiberal  oppofition  of  intereiis  had  home  time  iown  be- 
tween them.  — If  any  doubt  of  the  wifdom  of  this  policy 
exifted  before  the  French  Treaty,  fuch  doubts  mud  now  be 
removed  for  ever  ; for  truly,  England  would  not  pretend  to 
argue  for  the  Juflice  of  opening  her  Ports  for  the  Manu- 
facture of  a natural  Enemy,  and  yet  fhut  them  againft  thofe 
of  Ireland;  fhe  would  not  furely  perfift  in  a principle  fo  pre- 
pofterouily  unjuft.  It  was  a principle  already  admitted  by 
gentlemen  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Houfe,  who  recommend- 
ed a reliance  i^pon  the  exertions  of  thofe  who  were  in  the 
Confidence  of  the  Britifh  Government,  rather  than  any  de- 
claration or  exertion  on  t he  part  of  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land. A noble  Lord,  who  was  Minifter  of  the  Crown  in 
that  Houfe,  when  the  Queftion  was  brought  forward  in 
*792,  (Lord  Hobart)  promifed  and  undertook  the  negoct 
ation  and  fettlement  of  this  bufmefs  with  the  Britifh  Govern- 
ment ; and  it  was  generally  underftood,  that  the  matter  was 
in  train,  and  would  have  been  adjufted,  fully  to  the  fatis- 
faftion  of  Ireland.  He  really  believed  that  the  noble  Lord 
was  fincere  in  his  purpofe,  and  was  convinced  it  had  not 
failed  through  any  inactivity  on  his  part.  The  matter  had 
however  again  dropt  into  neglect,  and  fince  the  departure  oF 
that  noble  Lord  from  this  Country,  no  propofal  whatever 
had  come  forward  from  any  of  his  fucceffors. 

For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  think  the  meafure  was  fuch 
a one,  as  could  be  efFeded  by  negociation,  unaided  by  fome 
hep  or  refolution,  however  temperate  on  the  part  of  Parlia- 
ment, whof'e  duty  to  their  Country  loudly  called  for  their  in- 
terference. It  was  by  this  mode  of  proceeding,  that  Ireland 
had  obtained  her  Free  Conftitution;  her  Free  Trade;  the 
Independence  of  her  Legifthture  ; and  every  valuable  Pri- 
vilege, politic?.!  and  commercial,  file  now  enjoyed. 

The  Equality  of  Trade  he  looked  for,  was  net  that 
winch  gave  us  a Participation  of  Commerce  in  the  Weft,  irt 
Lieu  of  refigning  our  Right  to  trade  to  the  Eaft,  but  art 
Equality  fuch  as  ought  to  fubfift  between  two  free  and 
friendly  Nations  ; more  efpecially,  Nations  pledged  to  ftand 
or  fail  together  ; Nations  bound  by  the  Ties  of  common 
Intereft,  and  common  Affettion  ; governed  by  one  King, 
one  Conftitution,  and  linked  in  one  common  Fate. 

Ireland  had  contributed  to  the  geneial  Aid  in  thefe  times 
of  misfortune,  largely  indeed  ; her  Debt  was  increafed  Five 
Millions : her  Taxes,  ^'.300,000  per  annum  ; had  reple- 
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nifficd  the  Fleets  of  England,  and  recruited  her  Armies ; 
had  contributed  largely  in  Provificns,  and  largely  by  the 
Zeal  of  the  Country  ; fhe  was  not  therefore  unreafonable  in 
alking  what  was  admitted  to  be  her  Right  before  fhe  made 
thole  exertions.  It  was  faid,  that  the  Trade  of  the  Country 
was  piofperous,  and  likely  to  profper  ; it  might  be  fo,  but 
the  Country  had  overdrawn  her  ability.  To  anfwer  fuch 
exertions,  her  Refources  Ihould  be  multiplied.  What  was 
the  ftatement  of  the  Country  ? in  ten  years  her  Linen  Mann- 

J * 

failure  had  increafed  one-third  ; in  the  Jaft  three,  it  had 
been  at  a hand  ; her  Debt  in  four  years  had  ir.creafed  Five 
Millions  ; her  Taxes  in  ten  years  had  increafed  Half  a 
Million,  fo  that  lhe  had  overdrawn  her  Ability.  The  Re- 
venues of  the  la  11  year  were  faid  to  be  flourifhing,  but  that 
arol'e  from  the  including  the  Arrears  of  the  former  year 
paid  in,  but  the  iait  half  year’s  accounts  would  fhew  the 
truth.  Fie  did  not  Hate  thele  circumffances  to  infpire  diffi- 
culty, but  to  induce  Gentlemen  to  feek  for  further  Refources; 
our  Refources  Ihould  be  multiplied  as  our  Expences  were  in- 
creafed. 

T he  Lord  Lieutenant’s  Speech  from  the  Throne,  very 
laudably  pointed  the  attention  of  Parliament  to  the  Manu- 
factures of  the  Country  ; the  Speech  in  this  inftance,  could 
not  merely  mean  the  Linen  Manufacture,  in  the  promotion 
of  which,  the  zeal  and  exertions  of  Parliament  were  already 
unremitting  ; but  mud  have  meant  the  multiplying  of  other 
Manufactures,  by  which  the  general  Profperity  of  the  Coun- 
try would  be  advanced,  and  the  general  fituation  of  the 
Lower  Orders  of  the  People  ameliorated;  and  how  could 
this  be  done  more  effectually,  than  by  effablilhing  a Reef 
prccity  between  the  Ports  and  Markets  of  both  Countries, 
for  the  Manufactures  of  each  other. 

The  original  Syltem  of  Commerce  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  was,  as  to  this  Country,  merely  coloniai  ; it  was 
fettled  on  a principle,  which  obliged  Ireland  to  prefer  Eng- 
land, not  only  to  all  other  Nations,  but  even  to  herfelf,  ami 
in  her  own  Markets  ; but  he  would  grant  this  principle  ha  I 
been  a good  deal  done  away  by  the  meafures  which  took 
place  in  <779,  and  fince. 

With  relpeCI  to  the  ObjeCt  he  had  in  View,  he  thought; 
that  if  a Britilh  Miniffer  was  ever  fo  much  attached  to  the 
meafure,  ii  would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  eft'eCt  it  without 
fome  interference,  fome  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  Irifh 
Parliament,  in  terms  however  temperate,  as  to  the  Right  and 
the  Claim  of  Ireland  ; and  if  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
Ihould  refufe  to  interfere  on  the  Part  of  their  Condiments, 
how  was  it  to  be  expected  that  a Biitiffi  Miniffer  Ihould  i 
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Ireland  could  not  fucceed  in  this  ObjeCt,  unlefs  when  fhe  had 
fomething  to  giveaway.  In  1791,  in  1792,  a Meafure  had 
been  brought  before  the  Hoafe,  relative  to  the  Eaft  India 
Trade  ; the  Right  of  Ireland  to  a Share  of  that  Trade  was 
admitted,  but  the  Quedion  was  got  rid  of  generally  by  the 
Order  of  the  Day.  At  length  the  Charter  of  the  India 
Company  came  to  be  renewed  ; the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
pafTed  an  Ait,  giving  to  the  Company  an  cxclufive  Trade  as 
far  as  this  Country  was  concerned,  and  in  return  this  Coun- 
try received  a Share  of  that  "T  rade,  becaufe  Ihe  had  fome- 
thing to  give  away.  The  Right  had  been  repeatedly  ad- 
mitted on  all  Sides,  and  the  only  argument  againft  the  Frui- 
tion of  this  Right,  was  the  inexpediency  of  particular  per- 
fons,  or  the  illiberal  Jealoufy  of  Britifh  Manufacturers.  Buc 
thofe  were  arguments  that  mud  for  ever  exid  and  prevail* 
un’efs  the  Irifh  Parliament  would  affert  the  Juftice  of  the 
Claim  on  behalf  of  their  Country,  and  exprefs  forre  feeling 
of  the  Injudice  this  Country  had  fo  long  patiently  fudained. 
It  was  from  fuch  an  interference  on  the  Part  of  her  Parlia- 
ment, and  not  from  her  good  manners  of  padive  fubmiffion, 
that  Ireland  had  any  Juftice  to  expeCl  on  this  Head. 

Mr.  Grattan  having  dwelt  at  much  length  on  this  Head, 
propofed  two  Motions-— the  one  a Refolution,  that  it  is  jud 
and  expedient,  that  die  Manufactures  of  Ireland  be  admitted 
mto  the  Ports  of  Great  Britain,  on  terms  not  lefs  favoura- 
ble, than  thofe  of  Great  Britain  are  admitted  into  the  Ports 
of  Ireland. 

The  other,  that  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majedy,  laying  before  him  this  Refolution,  and  befeeching 
that  he  would  be  gracioufiy  pleated  to  recommend  to  his 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  the  Adoption  of  fuch  Meafures 
as  ihould  tend  to  that  effeCt. 

Mr.  Grattan  then  moved  the  hrft  Refolution. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  fecondcd  the  Motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  fhould  noz 
have  to  trouble  the  Houfe  in  a long  reply  to  the  arguments 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  for  he  fhould  admit  that  the 
Principles  he  urged,  were  both  jud  and  equitable,  and  that 
they  could  be  combated  on  no  other  ground,  but  the  Inex- 
pediency of  the  T ime  at  which  they  were  pufhed  forward. 
He  differed  from  him  in  the  Principle,  that  the  Meafure  ipuft 
of  neceffity  be  effected  by  a Parliamentary  Interference  on 
the  Part,  of  this  Country,  and  that  it  could  not  be  effeCTed  by 
Negociation.  But  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  rcafon  to 
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Know,  but  which  he  knew  it  would  he  improper  in  Kim  to  di- 
vulge, that  the  bufineE  might  be  effected  by  negociation,  per- 
haps much  more  eligibly  than  in  the  manner  he  now  urged. 
The  bulinefs  of  the  Welt  India  trade,  and  the  conftru&ion  of 
the  Briti/h  Navigation  ACt  in  favour  of  this  Country,  were 
effected  by  negociation,  and  fo  might  this  bufineE  at  an  eligi- 
ble opportunity. 

There  was  every  reafon  to  hope,  that  when  this  rtieafure 
could  be  brought  forward  with  propriety,  ir  would  be  done. 
The  moit  conciliating  declarations  had  been  made  towards  this 
country  bv  the  Britillr  Government,  and  it  was  better  the  bufi- 
nefs  fliOuld  be  effeCled  in  a manner  honourable  to  uoth  Coun- 
tries, than  raflily  urged  on  one  hand,  or ' ungracioufly  ceded 
upon  the  other.  Great  conceflions  had  already  been  made  by 
Great  Britain,  and  there  was  no  reafon  whatever  to  imagine 
but  that  the  fame  fyftem  would  continue  Until  Ireland  w aid 
receive  every  thing,  which  in  reafbn  ihe  could  afk  or  expert  ; 
but  he  would  aflt  was  the  period  of  an  arduous  War  the  bed 
time  to  prefs  the  prefent  meafure,  which  would  excite  the 
alarrhs  of  the  Britifh  Towns,  dr  was  it  a fit  period  to  excite 
jealoufies  in  Ireland  ? Certainly  no  ; every  man  *:  >ft  own  the 
kindnefs  of  Great  Britain  to  this  Country,  and  bet  own  good 
fenle  mull  induce  her  to  increafe  that  kindnefs.  Thai  the  pro- 
pofed  fyftem  would  be  advantageous  to  Ireland,  no  n n would 
deny  ; but  it  was  by  nO  means  of  fuch  importance  as  had  been 
argued  ; of  what  advantage  would  it  be,  for  inftance,  that  Bri- 
tain ihould  throw  open  her  markets  for  manufactures  o this 
country,  in  which  ic  was  acknowledged  flie  would  underfell 
us  in  our  own  markets  ten  per  cent,  after  paybig  freight  and 
duties.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  has  complained,  that  the 
expences  of  the  country  had  increafed,  bur  that  toe  trade  and 
proTperity  of  the  country  had  not  advanced  : Wr,s  u fair  then 
ro  compare  a War  Expence  and  a War  Tr  and  eftimate  the 
profpetity  of  the  country  from  acomparifon  of  temporary  cir- 
cumftances  fo  unfavourable  ? Did  not  every  man  know,  that  the 
moment  War  ceafed,  our  expences  miift  rapid  y ceafe,  and 
bur  commerce  profper.  There  was  no  man  who  knew  ny 
fhing  of  the  circumftanccs  of  the  country,  who  mu  ft  not  Know 
‘hat  our  profperity  for  the  laft  ten  years,  not withftandiog  the 
War,  was  beyond  the  example  of  any  Nation  in  any  age 

Agreeing  however  as  he  did  with  the  princip'e  ano  ' bje£t 

‘he  motion,  bur  differing  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  .e, 
oiu  th.  mode  propofed,  he  ihould  move  the  Order  of  u.e 
Day. 

Sir  L.  Pa&.sohs  thought  the  divifion  on  the  firft  night  of  this 
S effort,  rendered  this  motion  abfolutely  nectfTarv,  nor  could  he 
V o l . XVI.  G 
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think  how  it  was  poffible  for  gentlemen  on  the  other  iide,  to 
refill  a motion,  the  principle  and  objeCt  of  which  was  admitted 
on  all  hands.  In  93 — 94 — 95— the  fame  principle  was  admit- 
ted. The  Minifter  of  the  Day  admitted  its  Juftice,  and  was 
afliamed  to  rejcdt  it,  but  got  rid  of  it  by  the  Queftion  of  Ad- 
journment ; but  to  this  very  principle  which  no  Miniiler  had 
ventured  to  give  a negative,  this  Houfe  had  given  a plump 
negative  on  the  firft  night  of  the  Seflion,  on  rejecting  the  amend- 
ment propofed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman. — If  he  was  to 
underftand  gentlemen,  even  the  Britifn  Minifler  was  well  dif- 
pofed  to  the  meafure,  and  the  only  objeClion  was,  that  the 
manufacturers  of  England  would  be  difpleafed  ; but  was  this  a 
reafon  for  that  Hcufe  to  offer  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  for  de- 
clining to  urge  the  Juftice  of  their  Claims? — It^was  impoflible 
’that  the  Britilli  Miniiler  could  believe  it  was  the  vviili  of  Ireland, 
to  obtain  the  objeCt,  unlefs  the  Parliament  of  the  Country 
would  declare  it.  What  then  muft  be  his  opinion,  when  he 
lees  that  on  the  firft  night  of  the  Seflion,  out  of  three  hundred 
Members,  but  fixreen  voted  for  this  principle,  and  that  when 
it  is  again  brought  forward  this  night,  it  is  again  rejected,  by 
moving  the  Order  of  the  Dav.  He  conceived  that  a period  0: 
War,  fio  far  from  being  inexpedient  to  urge  this  meafure,  was 
the  mod  eligible,  feeing  that  every  great  conceffion  this  Country 
obtained  from  England,  was  attained  in  the  time  of  War,  and 
that  in  the  left  ten  years,  feven  of  which  were  Peace,  no  regu- 
lation on  the  head  propofed  this  night  was  ever  made  by  Great 
Britain  in  favour  of  Ireland.  He  was  fatisfied  the  meafure 
would  never  be  obtained  for  this  Country,  unlefs  by  the  Ipirit 
of  her  Parliament  in  aiTerting  the  Claim  ; let  the  Houfe  even 
pals  but  the  firft  of  the  rwo  Reiclutions  propofed,  nothing  was 
given,  it  was  not  a meafure  of  hoftility,  but  of  juftice.  Eng- 
land by  confuting  the  intereft  of  Ireland  in  this  inftance,  would 
confult  her  own,  and  render  the  connc-Clion  more  valuable: 
The  more  profperous  was  Ireland,  the  better  would  flie  be  able 
to  aid  England  in  her  neceflities.  But  would  any  man  lay  h. 
v/ as  a principle  of  amity  between  Sifter  Nations,  that  while  the 
parts  and  markets  of  Ireland  were  open  to  all  the  manufac- 
tures of  Britain,  her’s  were  fihut  againft  us.  For  inftance,  the 
duty  on  Irifti  punted  Linens  on  exportation  into  England,  is 
twenty  times  greater  than  that  on  the  Brinfh  commodity  into 
Ireland  ; that,  on  new  drapery,  was  upwards  of  forty  times 
greater-*— afid  that  on  woollen  cloths  eighty  times  greater.  Was 
this  reciprocation  ? — Did  England  treat  in  this  way  the  mod 
alien  Nations,  or  even  revolted  America.  Satisfied  however, 
as  he  was  of  the  neceftity  of  the  Refolution,  he  fhould  vote  for 
it  molt  heartily. 
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Sir  H.  Langh  isiie  faid,  that  on  die  fubjeCt  of  his  Bight 
Hon.  Friend  (Mi . Grattan’s)  motion,  there  was  no  difference 
ot  opinion,  bur  he  wiihed  to  controvert  the  argument  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Baronet,  that  the  Houfe  in  rejecting  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Addrefs,  in-anfwer  to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
on  the  firft  night  of  the  Sefllon,  had  by  my  means  rejected  the 
principle  ; it  was  only  on  the  informality  of  introducing  fuch 
an  amendment  on  fuch  an  occafion,  that  the  Houfe  rejected  it. 

With  refpefl  to  the  Commercial  Treaty  between  England 
and  France,  which  gentlemen  feemed  to  confider  as  invidious 
towards  Ireland,  it  teemed  to  be  much  mifunderftood  : fo  far 
was  that  treaty  from  being  confidered  as  advantageous  to 
France,  mat  it  was  condemned  by  every  Frenchman,  who 
knew  any  thing  of  the  trade  of  his  country,  while  by  the  Elng- 
lilli,  it  was  held  as  a conceffion  to  French  Vanity,  which 
opened  an  advantageous  market  for  Britilli  manufactures. 

Gentlemen  feemed  to  confider  the  nature  of  our  trade  with 
England  as  extremely  ruinous,  and  totally  without  advantage  ; 
he  had  however  documents  to  prove  that  England  was  the  only 
country  on  earth  in  which  we  traded,  where  the  balance  was 
in  our  favour,  as  from  a comparifon  of  our  exports  and  im- 
ports, to  and  from  that  country,  the  average  balance  in  our 
favour  was  annually  £-334-53° — whereas  upon  a fimilar  com- 
parifon of  our  trade  with  all  the  world  befide,  the  balance  was 
but  £ .621,000 

With  regard  to  the  principle  of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend, 
the  Britilli  Minifter  had  been  repeatedly  told  of  its 
juftice  and  policy,  and  he  was  confident  would  ufe  his  bed 
endeavours  to  effeCt  it ; but  it  was  not  eafy  to  remove  preju- 
dices amongft  the  mechanics  in  England,  nor  was  the  prefent 
the  beft  time  in  the  world,  for  any  meafure  that  could  tend  to 
excite  alarm  ; but  he  trufted  the  period  was  not  for  removed, 
when  the  meafure  would  be  fuccefsful,  and  that  his  Right 
Hon.  Friend  would  live  to  fee  his  wiffi  fully  accomplifhed. — 
Sir  Hercules  Langriflie  concluded  by  voting  for  the  Order  of 
the  Day. 

Mr.  Fletcher  inveighed  much  againft  that  fpecies  of  ar- 
gument always  ufed  againft  the  motion  of  his  Right  Hon. 
Friend,  which  conftantlv  urged  the  inexpediency  of  time  and 
circumftance,  and  always  held  it  either  too  foon  or  too  1 te  to 
do  juftice  to  this  Country  ; he  urged  the  necelfity  of  the  Mo- 
tion, and  gave  it  his  hearty  concurrence. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  finee  I have  had  the  honour  of  a Seat 
in  tins  Houle,  my  courfe  has  been  to  vote  with  Goveron  ent  or 
againft  them,  according  to  my  opinion  ot  the  particular  meafure 
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which. they  fupporred  -I  cannot  hefitate  to  vote  for  the  pro~ 
pofed  RefoTtion  ; and  if  J he  to  aflign  reafons,  dial!  fay  it  is 
becaufe  I am  an  honed  man,  and  a friend  to  Ireland.  That 
the  principle  which  this  Refol'urion  goes  moderately  ro  afferr, 
is  a juft  and  equitable  one,  is  not  controverted  ; its  Juftice  is 
admitted  on  all  Sides;  but  we  are  advifed  to  rely  upon  the  pri- 
vate Fairh  of  Mmifters,  and  to  prefecture  our  juft  Claim  by  the 
mode  of  Negociation.  But,  my  experience  tells  me,  that  in 
p ivate  life,  rh;s  repofing  on  mens’  juftice  and  liberality  is  im- 
prudent ; and  that,  we  fhali  be  generally  apt  to  nieet  at  the 
hands  of  thofe  with  whom  we  deal,  about  as  much  good  treat- 
ment as  we  infill  on  'with  fpirir,  and  no  more  ; at  leall  if  not  in 
private,  this  is  the  cafe  ‘ believe  in  public  life  ; and  eminently 
true  in  r tan  I actions  between  Nation  and  Nation.  Yet,  if  the 
ilieafure  were  now  brought  forward  for  the  hr  ft  time,  and  we 
were  called  on  to  poftpone  difeuflionj  and  give  Government  op- 
portunity to  atchieve  the  bufinefs  themfeives,  I fhould  proba 
bly  acquiefce.  Bur  the  caie  is  far  orhcrwiie  : Several  year-: 
have  elapfed,  and  no  fti  p has  been  taken  towards  fatisfying  a 
Claim,  of  which  the  juftice  is  recognized.  The  meafure  has 
been  propofed  in  times  6f  Peace,  and  of  War;  but  neithet 
period  was  deemed  proper  for  bringing  it  forward.  In  what 
third  relation  can  a Country  ftand,  btfides  thefe  two  of  Peace 
and  War  ? When  ilrail  we  arrive  at  that  fttuation  of  public 
affairs,  when  Minilters  may  do  what  they  admit  is  right  to  be 
done  ? 

1 have  lived  long  enough  (though  not  for  many  years)  in  the 
world,  to  deleft  and  be  weary  of  the  cuftom  of  admitting  the 
Juftice  of  a Principle  where  it  is  too  obvious  to  be  difputed, 
but  oppclingit  with  a falfe  fuggellion  of  expediency.  Let  men 
rot  admir  a theory,  with  which  tlteir  practice  is  at  variance; 
their  admifti  ; ns  ferve  only  to  remind  us  of  their  ill  conduct.  1 
laid  on  a former  occafton,  and  1 repeat  it  now,  that  what  is 
nororioufly  juft,  can  ftfdom  be  inexpedient. 

The  fa  i rite  L and  equity  of  the  meafure  is  admitted  by  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  fide;  then,  why  (it  is  laid)  prefs  a Refo- 
li.flon,  of  which  the  purport  is  not  controverted  ?-— I regard 
but  little  the  private  ftdmduons  of  individuals,  the  hints  and 
murmurs  of  acquiescence,  which  come  from  ptrfons  in  the 
Confidence  of  Miniftry.  Let  them  be  ever  fo  b.Oneft,  or  ever 
fo  fine  ere,  (and  1 do  not  know  whether  or  not  they  be  finctre, 
for  1 will  pay  no  idle  compliments),  their  memories  may  yet 
fa  them  ; rhev  may  forget,  or  qualify  their  prefent  admiftions  ; 
bm  a Refolution  once  entered  on  your  Journals,  cannot  be  ex- 
plained away  ; it  will  iccord  your  prefent  fentiments,  and 
fpeak  them  explicitly  hereafter. 
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But  ftill  we  are  addreffied  on  the  fubject  of  expediency.  The 
thues  are  difturbed.  True.  Bat  in  the  midft  of  all  calamity, 
to  which  fuch  difturbances  lead,  rhey  produce  one  good  effect ; 
they  whifper,  or  fometimes  fpeak  in  a louder  tone,  in  the  ear 
od  corrupt  Governments,  to  be  juft. 

The  times  are  difturbed.  I admit  they  are.  Factious  per- 
fons,  in  their  cabals,  are  feizing  on  every  topic  of  complaint 
againft  the  Governmeat.  Oupht  we  to  furnilh  them  with  a 
plauhble  (ubjefl  to  enlarge  on  ? Shall  we  put  it  in  their  power 
to  fay  that  a meafure,  concerning  the  juftice  of  which,  there 
could  not  be  a controverfy,  cannot  be  attained  ; but  that  an 
iriili  Houfe  of  Commons,  forbids  its  even  being  diicuffed  ? 

VV e are  told  that  the  Meafure,  whenever  adopted,  cannot 
prove  of  ierious  benefit  to  this  Country.  Of  this,  we  muft  rake 
our  chance.  A very  oppoftre  language  has  been  held  hereto- 
fore ; and  the  aiTertion  of  to-night  has  not  been  proved. 

It  does  not  appear  but  that  if  the  prelent  difeouraging  duties 
on  Iriili  Articles  were  virtually  removed,  the  Englifh  might 
quit  fome  branches  of  trade,  into  which  they  have  been  forced 
by  the  protecting  fyftem,  and  ftrike  into  other  lines  of  traffic, 
equally  beneficial  to  them,  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  leaving  op- 
portunity for  us  to  profit  by  ; and  thus  the  Commerce  of  Eng- 
land might  be  nothing  injured  on  the  whole  ; yet  the  export 
trade  ot  Ireland  be  materially  advanced. 

I fpeak  my  fentiments  freely  j though  with  a confcioufnefs 
of  my  own  individual  unimportance.  But  this  is  the  line  which 
I fliall  invariably  purfue  j fo  long  as  I have  any  fh.are  in  the 
Politics  of  my  Country.  Nor  in  alluding  to  my  want  of  con- 
iequence,  do  I mean  to  humiliate  myfelf.  1-know,  and  feel 
what  I am  ; and  dial  I be  as  cautious  of  under-rating,  as  of 
thinking  more  of  myfelf  than  I fhould. 

But  it  is  admitted,  that  the  propofed  meafure  is  not  only 
juft  to  Ireland,  but  uninjuripus  to  Great  Britain  • and  fo  known 
to  be  to  all  enlightened  Englifhnien.  This  is. admitted  on  all 
hands.  Vvhy  then,  delay  its  adoption  ? In  compliance,  lor- 
footh,  with  the  prejudices  of  certain  Briti/h  Manufactu  ers. 
What!  whilft  inlVead  of  ftiewing  indulgence  to  the  unhappy 
prejudices  of  many  of  our  own  deluded  Countrymen,  we  are 
about  to  encounter  thefe  prejudices  with  ftrong  additions  to  our 
Penal  Code,  lhall  we  iacrifice  to  the  ignorance  of  a Set  of  ob- 
feure  Engliili  mechanics,  (fome  of  them,  as  at  Manch/fter,.  no 
t Grangers  to  fedition)  the  acknowledged  rights  and  inrerefts  of 
all  Ireland?  I fhall  never  give  fuch  a conduct  the  fupport  of 
my  Voice  ; I give  my  hearty  Vote  for  the  Relolution. 

Mr.  C urran  faid,  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  long, 
and  that  it  was  indeed  to  no  purpofe  to  trouble  the  Houfe 
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Jong.  He  faw,  he  faid,  that  the  only  objeCt  of  the  other  Side 
ol  the  Houfe  was  a dtvifion.  and  that,  an  early  divifion  ? and 
he  doubted  no>,  there  v*ere  at  tliat  moment  forty  Cooks  in 
Dublin,  who  were  apprifed  that  it  was  not  neceffary  to  keep 
dinner  back  : he  lamented,  however,  that  a gentleman  of  cha- 
racter ihoidd  be  thruft  forward  to  move  fo  ungracioufly,  the 
O ruer  ol  the  Day  upon  fuch  a Q^teftion  ; and  obferved  upon 
this  method  of  treating  a matter  of  fo  much  moment  to  the 
intereft  of  the  Country,  with  great  indignation,  as  peculiarly 
unwbe  and  improper,  under  the  critical  circumftances  of  the 
pRieni  times,  w'hich,  he  faid,  cal'cd  at  leaft,  as  much  for  the 
probity  as  for  the  authority  of  Parliament ; and  adverting  to 
the  difturbances  that  exiiled  in  different  parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
faid  that  the  conducl  of  an  honefl  and  prudent  Government, 
would  be  to  inquire  ferioufly  into  the  caufes  of  the  people’s 
dilc  rntenr,  and  at  one  and  the  fame  time  to  redrefs  their  grie- 
vances, if  they  fhould  appear  to  have  any,  and  to  reprefs  with 
vigour,  and,  if  neceffary,  to  punifh  with  rigour  their  exceffes ; 
whereas  the  fyftem  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  was  to  exai- 
perate,  if  nor  provoke  the  latter,  by  obftinately  and  contume- 
liouflv  refufing  to  remove  or  to  inveftigate  the  former;  and 
reprefcncing  Government  to  the  people,  as  nothing  but  an 
objeCt  of  terror  and  diflike.  He  enforced  this  obfervation  very 
ftrongiy,  by  remarking  on  the  conduCt  of  Gentlemen  in  the 
Confidence  of  Administration  that  night  ; 'inftead  of  conciliating 
the  affeCtions  of  the  people,  by  a temperate  affertion  of  their 
Rights,  and  by  fliewing  a difpofition  to  advance  gradually  to 
the  attainment  of  them,  conremptuoufly  turning  even  from  the 
oifcuffion  of  them,  and  refufing,  ro  enter  into  the  confideratiort 
of  a meafure,  of  all  others,  perhaps  moll  calculated  to  allay 
popular  difeontent,  at  the  very  moment  they  were  forced  to 
conlels  the  Juftice  of  its  Principle:  thus  at  once  acknowledg 
ing  or  Jliamefully  betraying,  or  as  fhamefully  deferting  the  In- 
terefls  and  the  Rights  of  their  Country.  He  then  expofed  with 
great  ability,  the  injuft.ice  and  the  fallacy  of  the  argument  (if 
an  argument  it  could  be  called,  inftead  of  an  infult),  that  was 
founded  upon  the  prefumption  of  an  inexperienced  and  unca- 
pitaled  Country  like  this,  immediately  coping  with,  and  rival- 
ling the  commerce  that  was  fuftained  by  the  (kill,  and  the  en- 
terprize,  and  the  experience,  and  the  opulence  of  the  traders 
of  Great  Britain  ; our  Rights,  he  faid,  muft  be  made  equal, 
but  our  advantages  muff  continue  to  be  inferior  to  thofe  of  that 
Country;  and  this,  he  infilled,  was  an  incontrovertible  anfwer 
to  that  narrowq  illiberal,  and  difhoneft  policy  which  we  ought 
rather  to  difdain  to  anfwer,  and  which  was  faid  (he  hoped  and 
believed  untruly  faid),  to  be  the  a&uating  principle  of  the 
trading  Intereft  of  England;  he  was,  he  faid,  too  much  a 
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friend  to  that  Country  to  believe,  that  fuch  was  its  principle,  but 
if  ic  was,  however  miftaken  and  unjuft  he  might  think  it,  he 
could  not  but  feed  feme  refpeCt  for  the  Minifler  (and  he  recom- 
mended that  fentiment  to  the  confideration  of  thofe  who  were 
called  the  Miniftry  here)  who  felt  in  the  difpofition  and  the 
wiihes  of  a great  body  of  the  people,  a powerful  and  a for- 
midabie  reftraint  upon  his  conduct.  But,  lie  faid,  if  that  re- 
ally were  the  cafe,  if  the  Lancashire  and  the  Warwickfhire 
Manufacturers  were  fuch  potentates,  as  that  their  prejudices 
could  not  be  refitted,  nor  even  reafoned  with  by  the  linglilh 
Minifter,  inftead  of  an  expoftulation  with  him,  he  would  pro- 
pole one  with  them  ; he  would  recommend  that  a bare  legged 
deputation  from  this  Country,  fhould  be  fenr  to  their  High 
Mightinelfes,  the  Lords  of  the  Buckle  and  the  Button  Manufac- 
tory, humbly  to  reprefent  to  them,  that  the  welfare  of  the  two 
Kingdoms  is  not  abfolutely  incompatible,  that  we  are  only  feek- 
ing  to  benefit  ourfelves  in  a fmall  and  a gradual  increafe,  with- 
out injuring  them  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  and  to  intreat  that  they 
will  be  gracioufty  pleafed  to  permit  their  Minifter  to  permit  our 
Parliament,  to  a£t  with  fome  regard  for  the  interests  of  its 
Conftituents,  and  with  fome  r^fped,  for  its  own  Independence. 

He  repeated,  that  he  was  aware  by  what  had  fallen,  from 
the  other  Side  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  manner  in  which  thofe 
gentlemen  had  treated  the  fubjeCt,  that  he  was  trefpaffing 
upon  their  time  in  vain,  and  wafting  his  own,  by  which  he 
.argued  the  queftion  with  them;  the  truth  was,  the  qutftion 
muft  be  decided  by  votes,  and  there  were  two  modes  of  influ- 
encing votes,  in  neither  of  which,  perhaps,  could  he  venture 
to  hope  for  much  fuccefs  ; one  method  was  by  argument,  and 
another  by  motive  ; argument,  he  faid,  certainly  did  influence 
the  votes  of  a great  number  of  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe  ; and 
if  an  argument  was  oppofed  to  him,  he  might  anfwer  it  well 
or  ill  as  he  could  ; and  if  truth,  and  juftice,  and  reaion  were 
with  him,  he  might  entertain  fome  hopes  of  fucceeding  ; but 
•I  argument  was  altogether  abandoned,  and  a motive  eppofed 
to  him,  he  muft  examine  the  nature  of  it,  becaufe  i might 
happen  to  be  of  fuch  a nature,  as  that  it  muft  be  impoflible  lor 
him  to  reply  to  it  with  any  eflred  ; for  example,  if.  a gentle- 
man’s motive  fhould  turn  out  to  be  a penfion  of  five  hundred 
pounds  a year,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  be  anfwered  by  any 
logic,  but  that  of  the  Treafury  Bench  ; but  there  was,  lie  faid, 
a motive  of  another,  and  of  a very  different  nature,  the  fenfe 
of  general  and  collective,  inftead  of  private  and  individual  In- 
terert,  and  never  was  there  a time  when  fuch  a motive  ought  to 
operate  fo  powerfully  upon  the  Houfe,  as  at  the  prefent,  when 
its  own  honour,  and  the  profperity,  and  the  peace  of  the 
country  alike,  depended  upon  the  refpeCt  of  the  people  for 
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Parliament.  He  again  prefled  with  great  energy,  the  groft 
and  fhameful  inconfiftency,  of  at  once  admitting  tlie  jufticc  ot 
the  Principle  of  the  Refolution,  and  fhrirking  from  an  honeft 
declaration  ot  that  princip'e  ; and  concluded  a fhort,  but  for- 
cible and  very'  animated  Speech,  by  giving  his  cordial  afient 
to  the  motion. 

Mr.  O’Hara  made  fome  appofite  remarks  on  the  aftonifhing 
increafe  of  the  Linen  Manufacture,  which  within  the  laft  ten 
years  had  increafed  to  the  amount  of  near  two  millions  fterling 
in  the  year— -and  upon  the  profperity  of  our  agriculture  equally 
aftonifhing.  The  meafure  required  by  the  motion  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman,  was  the  laft  which  England  had  to  grant 
this  Country,  and  he  trufted  would  foon  follow  the  great  con- 
cefiions  which  the  had  made  within  the  laft  ten  years. 

Mr.  Gra  ttan  obferved  in  reply,  that  he  admitted  with 
gentlemen  on  the  other  Side,  the  growth  of  the  Country,  but 
he  denied  the  proportion.— That  they  were  erroneous  firft  in 
the  exaggerated  ftatement  of  her  profperity— fecondly,  in  urg- 
ing their  fond  and  extravagant  calculations  as  an  argument  for 
continuing  her  expences  without  enlarging  her  commerce.  Her 
principal  growth  had  been  in  the  article  of  Linen  : it  was  much 
relied  on  the  had  in  that  article  in  the  laft  ten  years,  en- 
creafed  her  export  one-third,  or  about  a million,  (her  export 
of  any  other  manufactures  is  nothing)  the  encreale  then  of 
your  export  of  manufacture  has  been  £ 1,000,000  in  ten  years; 
in  the  fame  time  your  permanent  expences  have  encreafed  above 
£. 500,000  a year  ; that  he  did  not  include  in  thofe  expences 
the  w'ar  eftabliiliment,  and  that  he  concluded  from  this  eftab- 
lifliment,  what  he  had  aflerted  before,  that  we  had  overdrawn 
our  profperity,  and  that  the  growth  of  our  expences  exceeded 
in  proportion  the  growth  of  our  exports. 

As  to  the  Revenues,  he  obferved  that  the  Loans  of  the  War 
had  been  above  £.5,000,000 — £700,000  in  93,  £.1,300,000 
in  94,  £.1,900,00:0  in  95,  and  this  year  £.700,000  befide  the 
Vote  of  Credit.  That  each  year  of  the  War  had  introduced 
new  taxes,  and  each  lift  of  taxes  were  calculated  at  above 
£100,000  per  annum  each  year.  That  in  the  laft  half  year 
thefe  taxes  had  come  into  full  operation,  and  yet  the  produce 
of  the  laft  half  year,  was  but  £.421 ,0,00  which  was  Iefs  than 
the  correfponding  half  year,  or  lefs  than  any  half  year  of  the 
War,  while  the  charge  ftated  in  the  half  yearly  account  was 
£.2,000,000  and  the  payments  in  that  halt  year  near  one 
million  and  a half.  It  has  been  Laid,  that  we  are  not  to  efti- 
mate  our  trade  or  revenue  by  the  produce  in  war — true— but 
gentlemen  themfelves  have  done  and  have  boafted  that  the 
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a£lual  produce  was  furprizing,  and  have  from  that  ftatement 
hinted  fomething  very  like  an  apologv  for  neglecting  the  duty 
of  opening  new  fources  of  trade.  He  faid  he  had  entered 
into  the  calculation  taken  Irom  the>r  own  papers,  not  to  inftil 
defpondency,  but  to  check  vain  confidence,  and  an  unfounded 
difplay  of  riches — which  by  encouraging  vour  expence,  with- 
out enlarging  your  commerce,  led  to  poverty,  and  which 
taught  a Brit i Minifler  bv  yourowu  authority,  to  adopt  pro- 
jects of  expence,  and  to  reject  projects  of  commerce-— a plan 
which  muft  end  in  correcting  thofe  bieflings,  the  refult  of  that 
Free  Trade  which  the  exertions  of  the  Nation  had  procured — - 
which  the  induflry  of  the  people  had  nurfed- — but  which  the 
expences  of  the  State  would  bl aft,  uriieis  fupporred  by  new 
fources  of  commerce,  and  render  abortive.  7 his  kind  of  lan- 
guage cries  out  to  an  Englifh  Minifler  “ we  are  very  rich — -our 
“ revenues  in  the  midfl  of  War  are  abundant— -our  trade  in 
“ the  midfl:  of  War  is  prodigious.”  The  Minifler  will  carry 
your  exhortation  beyond  your  intention,  and  collect  from  you 
that  he  may  encreafe  your  burden,  and  that  he  need  not  en» 
creafe  your  commerce. — The  argument  which  over-rates  your 
riches,  is  lefs  dangerous  than  that  other  argument  which  un- 
der-rates your  pretenfions — he  meant  that  argument  that  tells 
an  Englifh  Minifler,  that  in  tke  intercourfe  between  the  iflands, 
Ireland  has  the  advantage — for  that  the  ballance  of  trade  is  in 
her  favour  f . 1 ,300,000.3— fallacious  calculation,  partial  flate- 
ment  this  of  the  relative  fituation  of  thefe  Countries.— 
c£,  foreign  trade  it  has  been  faid,  is  againfl  us,  but  in  our  trade 
with  England,  there  is  a ballance  of  / 1,300,000  incur  favour  : 
but  don't  we  know  that  foreign  trade  appears  to  be  againfl 
Ireland  principally,  becaufe  Iri/h  trade  is  for  England*?—  becaufe 
England  is  the  carrier  of  vour  foreign  trade* — and  as  to  the 
ballance  of  1 ,300;coo-r— he  begged  to  know  whether  that 
was  the  whole  of  the  cafe,  or  of  the  relative  fituation  of  the 
two  Countries?  he  reminded  gentlemen,  that  the  Abfentee 
Rental  v/as  nearly  equal  ; it  don’t  exceed  that  ballance,  and 
which  gentlemen,  in  calculating  the  reciprocal  advantages  and 
difadvantages  of  the  Countries,  had  thought  proper  to  omit*— 
that  the  Abfentee  Rental  in  1766,  was  calculated  to  be 
j£.6oo,ooo  per  annum,  and  that  Rent  had  fince  that  time 
doubled — but  that  this  was  not  the  only  error  in  gentlemen’s 
calculation — for  that  of  the  exports  from  Ireland  to  Great 
Britain,  Linen  was  almofl  the  only  manufacture,  part  of  which 
England  re-exported  ; fo  far  flie  was  your  carrier,  not  your 
confumer,  and  therefore,  on  that  article,  part  of  your  obliga- 
tion only  apparent ; the  other  articles  are  principally  the  rudi- 
ments of  manufacture  or  manufactures,  in  a very  early  and  un- 
fini fired  flute  ; this  is  the  cafe  of  hides,  of  worfted,  and  of 
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linen  yarn — thefe,  England  improves  and  fru&ifies,  fo  as  to  ob- 
tain thereon  a very  confiderable  gain — the  articles  of  Irifti 
worded  and  linen  yarn  alone,  are  calculated  to  produce  to 
England,  when  manufactured,  above  £.1,000,000  a year, 
what  then  becomes  of  this  ballance  of  ^.1,300,000  the  Al> 
fentee  Rental  fweeps  away  almoft  the  whole  of  that  ballance, 
and  then  there  appears  on  the  other  fide  in  favour  of  England, 
a ballance  of  gain  from  the  various  articles  of  unmanufactured 
goods,  which  are  in  abundance  fent  to  England  from  this 
Country,  and  which  in  the  inftances  of  wortted  and  linen, 
amount  to  about  a million,  Thus  it  appeared,  that  the  cafe 
was  the  reverfe  of  gentlemen’s  reprefentation — it  appeared  that 
the  ballance  of  obligation  was  againft  England,  not  Ireland 
that  England  was  the  debtor  of, Ireland  ; that  Ireland  was  to 
her  ineftimable — not  only  from  our  phyfical  fituation,  our  har- 
bours and  the  like,  not  only  from  the  provifion  and  the  men 
whom  we  give  her,  and  without  whom  die  could  not  have  a 
fleet  nor  an  army,  not  only  from  an  immenfe  draft  from  this 
Country  to  England  by  an  Abfentee  Rental,  but  from  a com- 
mercial inrcrcourfe,  by  which  fhe  is  our  carrier,  pcflefles  not 
only  a confiderable  iliare  in  our  markets  in  moll  manufactures, 
bur  aifo  has  a gain  in  our  linen  manufacture,  the  only  one 
which  lire  receives  from  us,  and  in  which  intercourse  die  gets, 
moreover,  the  various  rudiments  of  manufacture,  which  fhe 
works  up  into  a great  value,  whofe  v«J’lue,  together  with  the 
other  benefits  already  mentioned,  greatly  overbalance  the 
trade  account  that  appears  in  our  favour,  and  conftitute,  gji  the 
fi  ie  of  England  to  this  Country,  an  immenfe  obligation,  which 
makes  a continuation  of  her  prohibitory  duties  againft  Ireland, 
•a  matter  of  grols  and  infa  I ting  injuftice.  He  faid,  that  he 
thought  it  neceffary  to  fay  fo  much  in  reply,  in  order  to  refute 
two  dangerous  arguments,  one  of  which  had  a tendency  to  en- 
c our  age  the  Minifter  to  encreafe  your  expences,  and  the  other 
taught  him  to  refill  your  juft  pretenlions. 

He  obftrved,  that  he  did  not  know  that  the  meafure  could 
^ carried  by  negotiation,  he  had  hoped  a year  ago  that  it 
might,  and  he  found  he  was  miftaken,  and  from  that  experi- 
ence, he  was  warranted  in  his  motion- — -that  if  the  meafure  was 
left  to  negociation,  it  might  perhaps  be  Carried,  but  that  y^u 
might  be  made  to  pay  for  it  a great  deal  more  than  it  was 
worth.  He  therefore  fubmitted  the  heft  way  was,  r hat  the 
Parliament  of  the  Country  fhould  interfere  in  the  caufe  of  her 
commerce. 

The  queftion  being  pur,  that  the  Order  of  the  Day  be  read, 

she  Houle  divided, 
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The  Houfe  went  into  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
made  progrefs,  and  alked  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  Hoafe  in  a Committee  of  Supply  voted,  amongfi:  other 
grants,  a Sum  of  j£-73°°  to  the  Renters  of  the  Lower  Ferry, 
as  a compenfation  tor  the  lolTes  futlained  by  them  from  the 
building  of  Carl ifle- bridge  ; alfo,  ^800  to  Mr.  Ormfby,  M'ar- 
ilia  1 of  the  Four  Courts,  in  compenfation  for  lolfes  by  unpaid 
Fees,  futlained  in  confequence  of  the  late  Infolvent  A£t  j and 
that  £.  1000  be  applied  to  try  and  examine  the  Gold  Mine  in 
the  County  of  Wicklow. 

Adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  16,  1796. 

Mr.  Denis  Browne  prefented  a petition  from  Mr.  Henry 
Ottiwell,  praying  to  be  difcharged  from  his  prefect  confinement 
in  the  Jail  of  Newgate. 

The  petition  was  received  and  read.  I:  Hated,  that  he  was 
forry  for  incurring  the  difpieafure  of  the  Houfe,  and  that  he 
was  ready  to  fubmit  to  the  Will  of  the  Houfe. 

On  the  petition  being  read, 

•Mr.  Browne  moved,  that  Mr.  Ottiwell  be  brought  forth- 
with to  the  B.  r of  the  Houfe. 

This  brought  on  a converfation  of  fome  length,  between 
Co'onel  Blaouire,  Mr.  Mafon,  Mr.  Curran,  Mr.  Hoare,  and 
Sir  Henry  Cavendifh  ; and,  on  the  queflion  being  put,  that 
Mr.  Ottiwell  be  brought  forthwith  in  cullody  to  the  Bar  of  this 
Houfe,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  that  the  Speaker  do  iflue  his  Warrant  to  the  Jailor 
of  Newgate,  to  bring  up  forthwith  Mr.  Ottiwell  to  the  Bar  of 
the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Mason  reported  the  Refolutions  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  which  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  of  Supply  do  fit  to-morrow. 
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Poftponed  till  to-morrow,  the  Order  for  going  into  a Com-- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Ottiwel!  being  called  to  the  Bar,  the  Speaker  afked  him 
if  he  dill  perfifted  in  refufing  to  anfwer  the  quedion  put  to  hint 
3aft  Seffions.  Mr.  Ortiwell  laid,  he  did  not  perfid  in  a rerufal, 
but  he  threw  himfelf  on  the  humanity  of  the  Houfe,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  Houfe  would  not  infill  upon  his  anfweiing  quef- 
tions  which  might  affect  his  Property  or  Life. 

Mr.  Browne  then  moved,  that  Mr.  Ottiwell  having  fub- 
mitted  himfelf  to  the  Will  of  the  Houfe,  be  difcharged  j which 
after  fome  oppofition,  paffied  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Cha  nce  llor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  in- 
tended to  move  an  additional  Duty  on  Bills  of  Exchange,  and 
to  include  Bills  of  final  1 Sums.  It  had  been  afked,  if  Bank 
Notes  were  comprehended  ? The  Banks  under  the  former  Bill 
were  allowed  to  make  a compofition  for  ^.50  ; they  would  be 
allowed  to  compound  for  the  duty  again  ; but  as  he  meant  to 
double  the  former  duty,  he  would  not  offend  them  fo  much  as 
not  to  double  the  compofition. 

Colonel  Blaqfiere  faid,  he  conceived  the  duty  on  Bills  of 
Exchange,  moved  for  by  the  Right  Hon.  Member  to  be  a Tax  : 

- — He  had  taicetvthe  liberty  of  fuggefting  to  that  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  a Tax,  that  wrouid  not;  have  fo  great  an  effedl  on 
Every  clafs  of  the  people  as  that  propofed  ; it  was  a duty  on 
Hats  exceeding  the  price  of  Six  Shillings  ; and  if  his  memory 
did  not  fail  him,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  promifed  him 
rha-  ir  would  be  the  firll  he  would  bring  forward.  H;s  object 
:.i  fuch  a Tax  was  to  exempt  the  poor  and  the  middle  daffies 
from  taxation.  He  knew  in  one  Province  (Connaught)  that 
the  poor  would  not  fed  a Tax  on  Hats  of  chat  price  ; for  they 
feidom  purchafed  any  above  the  value  of  three  fhiliir.gs  ; no 
nan  could  regret  more  the  neceffiuy  of  including  the  tender 
Sex  in  any  meafure  of  taxation  ; no  man  could  be  more  un- 
willing than  he  was  to  tax  the  Beavers  which  they  wear  j but 
he  confidered  ir  wife  and  expedient  to  impofe  the  neceffiary 
Taxes  on  the  affluent  part  of  the  community. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche  qjje  r faid,  that  he  would 
rot  oppofe  any  fuch  Tax,  if  brought  in  by  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man who  fpoke  lall  ; but  he  thought  it  right  to  apprife  him, 
shut  as  there  were  Hats  imported  into  this  country— -fome  re- 
parations ought  to  precede  the  meafure  ; and  at  the  fame  time 
sdfo  to  obferve,  that  it  v/ould  operate  as  a perfonal  Tax— (lor 
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k wns  immaterial  on  what  article  of  wearing  apparel  it  was 
placed),  and  that  fuch  Taxes  ought  to  be  well  weighed  before 
thev  were  adopted. 

He  then  moved,  “ That  a duty  of  3d.  each,  be  laid  upon 
all  foreign  and  inland  Bills  of  Exchange,  tinder  the  Sum  of  Ten 
Bounds ; 

u That  a duty  of  6d.  be  laid  on  all  fuch,  amounting  to 
Ten,  and  not  amounting  to  Fifty  Founds  ; 

“ That  a duty  of  Qd.  be  laid  on  all  fuch  amounting  to 
Fifty,  and  not  amounting  to  an  Hundred  ; 

“ And,  that. a duty  of  is.  be  laid  on  all  fuch  amounting  to 
One  Hundred  Pounds  and  upwards.” 

Which  Motions  were  feverally  agreed  to. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  alfo  moved  for  “ a duty 
on  Bark  imported  into  this  Country  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  was  refumed,  and  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
ordered  to  be  received  on  Friday. 

The  Secretary  at  War  presented  the  Miliria  Bill  ; read 
a firfi  time,  and  ordered  for  a ftcond  reading  on  1 uefday. 

Dr.  Browne  of  the  Co'lege,  moved  for  leave  to  introduce 
a Bill,  for  t lie  better  regulation  of  Benefit  Societies.  ( 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche  qjje  r feconded  the  mo* 
tion,  and  exprefled  high  approbation  01  the  principle  on  which 
Societies  of  this  kind  were  eftabliflied.  He  thought  them  a 
mod  excellent  fubflitute,  to  prevent  the  neccffity  of  a Poor 
Rare,  and  were  better  calculated  for  the  advantage  of  the  poor 
of  the  country,  than  any  which  the  Flon.  Member,  or  -any  of 
his  friends  propofed  for  him.  He  recommended  the  Hon.  Mem- 
ber to  frame  his  Bill  for  the  Incorporation  of  thofe  Societies,, 
and  thus  attain  for  the  members  of  them,  fecurity  for  their 
fubferiptions,  by  being  enabled  to  fue,  and  rendered  liable  xq 
be  iued,  which  they  did  not  now  polTefs 

Adjourned , 
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Wednesday,  February  17,  179 6, 

The  Committee  Appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Commiflioners  of  W ide-ftreets,  and  their  Bargain  with  Mr. 
Ottiwell,  far  for  fome  time,  and  examined  Mr.  Wilfon,  Coun- 
fellor  to  the  Commiflioners. 

The  rcfnlt  of  this  gentlemans  evidence  was,  that  the 
omiflion  of  the  words,  “ and  Co.”  in  the  Deed  executed  to 
Mr.  Ottiwell,  and  which  had  been  annexed  to  his  name  in  the 
propofal  given  in  to  the  Commiflioners,  was  made  by  him — - 
that  he  heard  a common  report,  that  Mr.  Ottiwell  had  part- 
ners,  but  that  he  did  not  believe  that  report. 

The  Committee  adjourned. 

I 

Mr.  Secretary  Cooke  prefented  the  Mutiny  Bill,  which  was 
read  a firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a fecond  time  or. 
Tuefday  next. 

Houfe  in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  agreed  to  the  en~ 
creafed  Stamp-duties  on  Bills  of  Exchange,  Promifory  Notes 
and  Receipts.  He  obferved  that  Bankers  having  hitherto  com- 
• muted  the  Bill  with  Government  for  a Sum  of  £.$o  per  ann. 
each — he  meant  to  double  that  Sum  in  confequence  of  the 
cncreafed  duty. 

He  then  moved,  44  n”hat  a duty  of  3d.  each  belaid  on  all 
foreign  and  inland  Bills  of  Exchange,  under  the  Sum  of  £.10 

“ That  a duty  of  6d.  be  laid  on  all  fuch  amounting  to  10, 
and  not  amouating  to  ^.50. 

44  7'hat  a duty  of  9E  be  laid  on  all  fuch  amounting  to  50, 
and  not  amounting  to  £ too 

“ And,  that  a dury  of  is.  be  laid  on  all  fuch  amounting  to 
jf.ioo  and  upwards.” 

Colonel  Blaqj;iere  believed  the  Tax  on  liars,  which  he 
had  formerly  mentioned,  namely  6d.  each  on  Hats  between 
Six  and  Ten  Shillings  a piece,  8d.  each  on  tliofe  between  Ten 
and  Fifteen  Shillings,  and  One  Shilling  each  on  all  Hats  above 
Fifteen  Shillings,  was  a better  Tax  than  this  Stamp  Duty  on  Bills 
and  Receipts  Ir  would  not  at  all  the  poor,  and  would 

produce  £5 0,000 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  fome  doubr, 
whether  a duty  on  articles  of  drtfs  would  be  productive — 
at  prefent  the  duty  on  imported  Hats,  was  very  badly  collected, 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  ilill  vvorfe  collected  if  the  duty 
were  encreafed.  He  had  not,  however,  any  objection  to  the 
Tax  as  an  experimental  one,  if  the  Houfe  ihould  think  proper 
Co  adopt  it. 

, • ' 

Committee  adjourned  and  reported  ; the  report  read  and 
agreed  to. 

u 


Colonel  Stewart  prefented  the  report  of  the  Committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  the  petition  of  the  Minider  and  Church 
Wardens  of  St.  Andrew’s  Parifli. 

Mr.  Stewart  prefented  a Bill  for  amending  the  ACt  for 
the  fupport  of  the  Families  of  Militiamen. 

Read  a fird  time,  and  ordered  for  a fecond  reading  to- 
morrow. . j 

Sir  J.  BLAtjjnERE  moved,  that  the  petition  of  Henry  Ott:- 
well,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  ir  .o  con- 
^deration  the  conduCt  of  the  Commifliontrs  of  Wide-drects, 
but  on  being  informed  that  the  petition  was  entered  on  the 
Journals,  to  which  the  Committee  might  have  recourfe,  he 
withdrew  his  motion. 

The  American  Trade  Dill,  and  a Bill  to  remove  fome  doubrs 
relative  to  the  conftru&ion  of  the  Boll  Office  ACt,  were  pre- 
ferred and  read  a fird  time. 

Adjourned  to  Friday. 


Friday,  February  19,  179 6. 

t ' 

Mr.  Hoare  faid  he  had  a Queftion  of  Privilege  to  fubmir  i« 
the  Houfe,  which  mud  of  courlc  have  precedence  of  all  other 
Orders.  '1  he  fufejeCt  o>  this  quedion  was,  that  the  Authority 
of  the  Houfe  was  quedioned  as  to  its  Power  of  adminiilcriag 
Oaths  to  Witnedts  examined  before  them,  or  of  delegating 
fuch  a power  to  their  Committees.  Jc  had  been  fata,  and  con* 
tuntacioufly  faid,  by  an  high  authority  in  another  place,  that  «. 
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Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  no  more  Authority 
ro  Adminifter  Oaths  to  WitnefTes  examined  before  them,  than  a 
Co  mmitteeof  Defenders;  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  no 
Authorin'  to  delegate  fuch  a Power  to  their  Committees  ; that 
a Magistrate  who  fhould  Adminifter  an  Oath  to  a Witnefs, 
under  the  Older  of  the  Houfe,  would  be  guilty  of  an  high 
Mifdemeanor  ; and  no  man  who  knew  .any  thing  of  Law, 
would  fav  that  any  man  could  be  convicted  of  perjury  for  de  * 
poGng  falfely  under  fuch  an  Oath. 

Mr.  Hoare,  after  expatiating  at  confiderabie  length  and  acu- 
men,  on  what  he  termed  the  abfurdiry  of  fuch  an  aflertion, 
and  the  contumacy  of  fuch  an  attack  on  the  Pvighrs  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  immemorially  exercifed, 
proceeded  ro  fliew  from  Precedents,  quoted  of  Proceedings  on 
the  Parliamentary  journals  of  England,  in  the  years  1649, 
1720,  1721,  1722,  1723,  1729,  1742,  1744,  1746,  and 
many  later  inflances,  where  the  Britilli  Parliament  had  uni- 
formly exercifed  this  Privilege  and  delegated  it  to  their  Com- 
mittees, and  upon  complaint,  did  actually  commit  to  Newgate, 
perfons  refufing  to  be  fworn  or  anfwer  Interrogatories  on  Oath. 
Ho  laid  it  down  as  a Parliamentary  Maxim,  that  either  Houfe 
was  peculiarly  and  exclusively  competent  to  difeufs  any  doubts 
or  queftions  that  might  arife,  touching  its  own  Privileges,  and 
that  when  another  Houfe,  however  high  the  perfo'nal  rank  of 
its  Members,  prefumed  to  exercife  fuch  a Liberty,  with  refpeft 
to  the  Privileges  ot  this,  they  Should  be  told  that  the  Parlia- 
mentary Authority  of  both  Houfes  was  co-ordinate  and  co- 
equal, and  that  this  Houfe  was  not  inferior,  but  tranlcendant  in 
regulating  its  own  Power  and  Authorities. 

The  Authority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  thus  doubted,  it 
was,  he  felt  as  a Member  of  it,  his  duty  to  bring  the  matted 
to  fair  difeuftion,  and  to  put  it  beyond  queftion,  bv  moving 
one  or  more  Refolutions  for  the  adoption  of  the  Houfe,  in  or- 
der that  fhould  any  roan  henceforward  prefume  to  queftion  a 
Privilege,  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  exercifed  from 
the  ear  ieft  period,  he  might  be  fet  right. 

He  fa i d he  was  ready  if  cailed  on,  to  name  the  perfon  who 
uttered  it,  and  the  place. 

Mr.  Hoare  concluded,  by  moving  a Refo’ution  In  purport* 
that  whatever  marter  arifes  in  this  Houfe  of  Parliament,  con* 
cerfiing  this  Houfe,  ought  to  be  difeufted  and  adjudged  in  this, 
Houfe,  and  not  el fe where. 

The  Right  lion.  Mr.  Mason  oppoiea  this  motion,  becaufe 
tf  carried,  it  would  preclude  the  conftsrv.ent  Body  or  the  Free* 
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holders  of  that  Houfe  without  doors,  from  difcufling  any  mat- 
ter relating  to  the  Proceedings  of  their  Reprefentatives  in  Par- 
liament. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Annesley  faid,  the  Hon.  Member’s  motion 
alluded  to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  for  which  he  had  moved, 
becaufe  the  Hon.  Member  had  not  fulfilled  his  promife  ; not  to 
pelfefs  the  power  of  inquiry  vefled  in  the  lowed  Couit  of  Ju- 
dicature, and  in  every  Grand  Jury  throughout  the  Kingdom, 
that  would  in  his  mind  be  the  higheft  ablurdity.  He  was  ready 
to  name  the  perfon  who  had  denied  the  Privilege,  and  he  had 
taken  down  his  words. 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Corry  called  to  order.— -He  always 
underftood  it  was  a Breach  of  Order,  to  take  down  the  words 
uttered  in  debate  by  a Member  ot  either  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  Hoare  appealed  to  the  Chair,  and  finding  he  was  rot 
out  of  order,  proceeded  to  fay  he  was  ready  to  (bate  the  name 
if  called  on.  . He  was  proceeding  in  a very  ftrong  fpecies  of 
epithet,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Speaker,  who  faid, 
if  the  Hon.  Member  alluded  by  fuch  language,  to  any  Member 
of  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  it  was  impoffible  he  could 
move  for  that  Committee,  and  he  fliould  explain  why  he  had 
not  moved  for  the  examination  of  Witncfles  in  the  mod  folemn 
manner, 

Mr.  Hoare  'denied  the  allufion. 

Mr.  Annesley  faid,  in  that  cafe  he  ihould  not  oppofc 
what  of  itfelf  was  an  obvious  truifm. 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pelham  faid,  that  on  a queftion  fo 
ferioufiy  brought  forward,  and  upon  which  the  Hon.  Member 
had  dilated  fo  much  in  the  warmth  of  his  feelings,  he  could 
not  as  a Member  of  that  Houfe  "fit  entirely  filent.  The  Hon. 
Member  had  fludioufly  avoided  dating  where  the  matter  to 
which  he  alluded  had  occurred  ; the  queftion  as  it  flood,  was 
in  his  mind  a very  abflradted  one,  and  though  he  was  far  from 
faying  that  nbftradded  queftions  were  never  to  be  entertained, 
yet  he  thought  the  Houfe  would  much  better  maintain  and  vin  - 
dicate its  Privileges  by  adting  firmly  upon  them,  than  by  adopt- 
ing the  prefent  Refolution  ; it  would  be  for  the  confideration  of 
‘he  Hon.  Member,  and  of  the  Houfe,  whether  it  would  be 
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wife  to  make  every  inadvertent  expreffiori,  which  might  Fail 
from  Members  of  Parliament  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  the  ob- 
jeCl  of  ferious  and  folemn  Inquiry.  If  that  was  the  cafe,  in- 
quiries of  this  kind  would  occupy  mod  of  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  indeed.  The  Hon.  Member  had  not,  in  his  mind,  upon 
that  occafion,  laid  a fufficient  ground  ior  the  Houfe  to  adopt 
this  Refolution. 

The  Refolution  as  it  flood,  was  in  his  opinion  op^n  to  many 
objections  ; a principal  one  had  been  dated  by  a Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  near  him,  (Mr.  Mafon)  that  it  would  go  to  pre- 
clude the  people  from  all  difcuflion  on  the  conduCt  of  their 
Reprefentatives  in  that  Houfe,  and  thus  be  violatory  to  the 
Principles  of  the  Conduction.  Feeling  this  and  many  other 
objections,  which  he  did  not  find  it  necedary  now  to  exprefs, 
he  fbould  move  the  previous  Quedion. 

Colonel  Blaqjjiere  was  dtfirous  cf  entering  into  the 
quediori. 

Mr.  Egan  rofe  to  order.  The  prefent  quedion  was  a ques- 
tion of  Privilege,  and  therefore  nither  the  previous  quedion  nor 
any  other  ought  to  precede  it. 

Mr.  Mason  mentioned  the  cafe  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  and  Alderman  Oliver  committed  to  the  Tower  by  the 
Eritifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  when,  though  the  cafe  was  one 
of  Privilege*  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  was  taken  on  the  previous 
quedion. 

Mr.  Egan  replied,  that  a motion  for  .committal  to  prifon  was 
one  of  punifliment,  and  not  of  privilege.  He  contended  upon 
the  prefent,  which  was  a quedion  of  privilege — a previous 
quedion  could  not  be  put. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Maxwell  mentioned  the  conduCl  ofMr. 
Pitt  in  Reeves’s  cafe,  when  he  had  agreed  to  give  up  his  mo- 
tion for  the  Order  of  the  Day,  to  give  way  for  a quedion  of 
privilege,  which  occupied  the  whole  night  in  debate,  and  was 
afterwards  adjourned  to  another  day. 

The  Chance llor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  Houfe 
was  the  bed  judge  of  its  own  privileges,  the  fird  of  which  was 
its  option  ro  adopt  or  rejeCt  any  meafure  it  thought  fit.  The 
Houfe  would  judge  of  the  expediency  of  adopting  upon  the 
mere  fuggedion  of  the  Hon.  Member,  a Refolution  like  that 
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propofed,  and  which  was  utterly  unneceffiiry,  becaufe  nobody 
had  the  lend:  doubt  of  the  Privilege  ot'  the  Houfe,  to  regulate 
irs  own  Orders  ; the  Houfe  therefore  poffefTed  of  this  Privilege, 
was  perfectly  at  its  option,  whether  it  would  entertain  the  pre- 
fent  Refolution,  or  proceed  to  the  Order  of  the  Day. 

The  Right  Hob.  Mr.  Grattan  faid,  that  doubts  certainly 
had  gone  abroad,  as  to  what  was  the  Right  and  Authority  of 
the  Houfe  in  adminiflermg  Oaths,  and  thele  doubts  ought  to  be 
cleared  up  by  adopting  fome  certain  Refolution  on  the  fubjcft. 
Unlefs  the  Houfe  had  a Privilege  of  Enquiry  upon  Oath — any 
enquiry  at  all,  would  be  wholly  ufelefs. 

Pie  remembered  the  Houle  fince  lie  had  come  into  Parlia- 
ment, had  exercifcd  this  Privilege— “Gentlemen  longer  in  the 
Houfe  than  he  was,  might  recollect  a very  refp  (Stable  Ma- 
giflrate  of  Dublin,  to  have  conftantly  attended  that  Houfe,  and 
having  a Seat  appropriated  for  him,  for  rhe  very  purpofe  of 
being  ready  to  adminifler  Affidavits  under  the  Orders  of  the 
Ploufe.  The  queflion  therefore  he  thought  fliould  be  decided, 
and  the  public  net  to  remain  impreffed  with  the  idea,  that  the 
Ploufe  of  Commons  was  not  poffefTed  of  fuch  Privilege. 

Mr.  Pelham  withdrew  his  previous  queflion,  bur  moved  an 
amendment  to  Mr.  Hoare’s  motion,  that  the  words — “ Rcfol- 
ved  that  is  now  neceffary  to  declare,”  be  prefixed. 

Mr.  HoaRe  then  withdrew  his  firfi.  motion,  and  propofed 
another,  refolving  u That  it  is  the  undoubted  Right,  and  has 
been  the  conftant  Ufage  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, of  Ireland 
to  examine  Witneffes  in  rhe  mod  folemn  manner,  and  to  dele- 
gate the  fame  Power  to  t lieir  Commirtees  : and  that  any  Ma- 
giftrate  fefufing  to  attend  this  Ploufe  or  its  Committees,  and  to 
adminifler  an  Oath  by  their  Order,  is  guilty  of  an  high  Con- 
tempt and  Breach  of  Privilege. ”~He  (aid  it  was  urge'’  againft 
him,  that  he  had  not  laid  fufficient  grounds  for  the  Ploufe  to 
proceed  ; he  v/as  to  name  the  perfon  who  fp^ke  the  words  and 
the  place  where  they  were  fpoken,  and  by  a loud  Call  of 
Name  ! Name  ! he  faid  the  perfon  was  the  Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland,  and  the  place  where  the  words  wtr  fpoken 
was  the  Ploufe  of  Lords,  and  he  called  upon  a noble  Lord 
near  him,  (Lord  Maxwell)  who  dfo  beard  the  words  to  bear 
teflimony  of  the  Taft.  Here  Mr.  Hoare  read  the  words  as  he 
had  noted  them 

Lord  Maxwell  being  repeatedly  called,  rofe,  and  declar- 
ed he  heard  thefe  words  faid  by  the  noble  Lord  as  flared. 
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The  Right  Hon.  W.  IJ.  Conykgham  faid,  no  gentleman 
would  be  more  forward  than  himfclf  to  albert  the  Piivilege  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  he  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  avoid  anv 
precipitate  meafure,  which  might  unnecelfarily  create  divifions 
between  both  Houfes,  and  he  ihould  be  forry  to  fee  the  HouLt 
commence  any  Proceeding  in  which  it  Ihculd  not  perfevere 
with  dignity  ; befide,  he  would  appeal  to  the  Houfe,  whether 
it  Could  feel  itfelf  warranted  to  take  any  Proceeding  upon 
words  loolely  heard,  and  repeated  at  »fuch  a diftance  of  time 
from  recollection,  when  fuch  was  the  tenacity  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  ir  never  *ook  cognizance  ot  any  words  from  any 
of  its  Members  deemed  diforderly  or  improper,  unlefs  when 
the  words  were  immediately  taken  down  by  the  Clerk,  and  then 
read  to  tire  Member,  and  avowed  by  him. 

Mr.  Speaker  was  repeatedly  appealed  to  touching  the 
Queftion  of  Privilege,  and  the  Point  of  Order,  whether  a pre^ 
vious  Queftion  would  be  allowed  to  fupei  fede  the  prefenc 
Motion  ? 

With  refpeCt  to  the  former,  he  wifhed  to  liaVe  gentlemen's 
opinion  fully  on  the  fubject  before  he  ihould  give  his  own  ; and 
in  refpe'Cl  to  the  latter,  he  Laid  it  was  in  the  difcretion  of  the 
Houfe  -“Many  inftances  might  occur,  wherein  the  rule  ihould 
invariably  and  indifpenfably  precede  all  others. 

A Houfe  of  Parliament,  he  did  nor  fpeak  of  this  Houfe, 

’ might  involve  itfelf  in  very  ferious  difficulties.  There  Were 
many  inftances  in  which  Ploufes  of  Parliament  had  sCted  other-  i 
wife,  and  fullered  the  Older  of  the  Day  to  precede  a Queftion 
of  Privilege. 

Mr.  T ighe  did  not  know  exactly  what  was  the  Queftion  be- 
fore the  Ploufe,  though  he  faw  there  were  two  objeCls one 
rhe  Adjuftment  of  the  Privilege  of  adminiftering  Oaths,  and 
the'other,  the  Vindication  of  the  Privileges  of  that  Houfe.  He 
agreed  with  the  Right  Plon.  Member  who  juft  fat  down,  that 
the  Houfe  ought  to  proceed  in  maintaining  its  dignity  with 
firmncfs,  and  puniihing  the  Violation  of  its  Privileges;  and  that 
a moft  audacious  attack  upon  thefe  Privileges  had  been  made 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  as  Speaker  of 
that  Houfe. 

SirPIiiNRY  Cavendish  rofe  to  fay  a few  words  to  Order, 
but  not  to  call  the  Hon.  Member  to  Order  ; the  Queftion  was 
on  the  Privileges  of  that  Houfe,  and  ought  :o  be  difcufttd 
only  in  the  hearing  of  its  own  Members. 
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The  Houfe  was  ordered  fo  be  immediately  cleared  of  all 
Strangers,  and  continued  in  warm  Debate  till  Eleven 
o’Clock,  when  it  adjourned. 

[Of  what  followed  after  the  Gallery  was  cleared,  we  can- 
not be  expected  to  give  any  authentic  information,  we  can 
only  fay,  therefore,  that  we  have  heard  it  reported,  that  the 
Motion  for  the  Order  of  the  Day  was  carried  againit  Mr. 
Hoare’s  Refolution,  but  with  an  almod  unanimous  declara- 
tion, that  the  Houfe  would  take  fome  Step  forthwith,  to 
' affert  its  Privilege  of  examining  on  Oath,  and  that  it  feemed 
to  be  the  general  opinion,  that  the  bed  method  to  do  that, 
was  to  mttru<5t  one  of  their  Committees  to  examine  in  the 
molt  folemn  Manner  on  Oath,  which  would  be  at  once  avert- 
ing the  Privilege,  and  carrying  it  into  execution.] 


Saturday,  February  20,  1796. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  condudt  of 
the  Commidioners  of  Wide-dreets,  refpefting  the  contract 
made  between  them  and  Mr.  Henry  Ottiwell,  fat  in  the  Body 
of  the  Houfe,  and  after  examining  Mr.  Vierpyle  and  Mr. 
Harman. — Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Mr.  Mason  reported  farther  Ways  and  Means,  which  were 
agreed  to — an'J  ordered  that  leave  be  given,  to  bring  in  one 
or  more  Bills,  pmfuant  to  the  Refolmions  contained  in  the 
laid  Report. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Annesley,  that  the  Com* 
mittee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  meafures  taken  by  the 
Commifli oners  of  Wide-dreets,  be  empowered  to  examine 
Witneffes  in  the  mod  folemn  maimer.  N 

• ’ % ■ • * ' • * A 

* 

The  Attorney  General  moved,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  the  Amendment  of  the  Law,  in  Proceedings  upon 
Information,  in  the  nature  of  quo  warranto  ; — alfo,  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a Bill  to  render  perfons  committed  for  Petty 
Lerceny,  competent  Witneffes  ; — alfo,  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a Bill  for  difeontinuing  the  Judgment  which  has  been  re- 
quired by  Law,  to  be  given  againd  Women  convicted  of 
certain  Crimes,  and  fubdituting  another  Judgment  in  lieu 
thereof. — Leave  given. 
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Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  reported  from  the  Committee 
appointed  to  take  into  confideration,  the  petition  of  the 
Tru flees  appointed  to  carry  into  effeft,  an  Aft  palled  in  the 
Jail  Seflion  of  Parliament,  entitled  “ an  hdt  for  the  better 
Education  of  Perfons  pro'fe  fling  the  Roman  Catholic  Reli- 
gion ” — Which  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Supply. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  inquire  what  Meafure 
may  be  neceffary  to  reftore  to  Tranquility,  certain  difturbed 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom. — Mr.  Holmes  in  the  Chair. 

The  Attorney  General  faid,  the  objeft  of  the  Refo- 
lutions  which  he  Ihould  l'ubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the 
Committee,  was  to  reftore  Tranquillity  to  the  difturbed  Part 
of  this  Kingdom,  and  no  object  could  be  more  deftreable  ; 
this  Country  had  been  for  a Series  of  Years  difturbed  in 
various  Parts  of  it ; he  Ihould  not  at  prefent,  enter  into  the 
caufesof  thefe  difturbances,  but  he  Ihould  take  up  the  period 
of  1790,  when  the  difturbances  committed  by  a defeription 
of  Men  caked  Defenders,  firft  began — thefe  difturbances 
originated  about  that  time  in  the  County  of  Meath — their 
objeft  then  was  to  plunder  the  peaceable  Inhabitants  in  that 
County  of  their  Fire-arms — they  alfociated  together,  and 
bound  themfelves  by  the  folemn  Tie  of  an  Oath.  The  De- 
fenders, it  has  fince  appeared,  had  their  Committee-men  and 
their  Captains,  whom  they  were  bound  to  obey — and  their 
obieft  was  tc  over-throw  the  eftablifhed  Order  of  Govern- 
ment. Seditious  Emilfaries  difperfed  themfelves  among  the 
people  ; in  one  place,  telling  the  labouring  man  that  his  wages 
will  be  raifed — and  in  another,  working  upon  their  feelings, 
and  enticing  them  to  acts  of  violence  and  of  outrage.  To 
re prefs  thefe  difturbances,  the  efforts,  of  Government  were 
exerted  in  1790,  1791,  and  1792,  and  the  confequence  was, 
that  a great  number  were  brought  to  juftice,  and  feveral 
were  tranfported — notwithstanding  thefe  examples,  the  dif- 
turbances continued,  and  they  proceeded  from  the  Eaft  to 
the  Weft,  and  in  three  Counties  in  Connaught,  thefe  Ban- 
ditti, in  open  day,  made  an  attack  upon  the  King’s  Forces 
— the  army  always  routed  them,  and  in  one  engagement, 
forty  or  fifty  of  thefe  mifereants  fell — there  were  prosecu- 
tions in  that  Province,  and  feveral  were  brought  to  juftice, 
and  a great  number  were  tranfported — that  Province  is  now 
in  a ftate  of  Tranquillity — and  lie  paid  a compliment  to  a 
noble  Lord,  [Carhampton]  through  whofe  exertions,  huma- 
nity, and  good  ccndutt,  crniet  was  reftored.  Notwithftand- 
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ing  thefe  examples,  tliilurbances  continue  in  other  Parts  of 
the  Kingdom.  Thefe  wretches  affocUte  together  by  night 
for  the  purpofe  of  plunder,  murder  and  devaftation — and 
they  have  adopted  another  Syllem,  which  is  to  pi  event 
Witnelfes  appearing  againft  them  on  Trial , they  have  adopt- 
ed a Syftem  of  Aflalfination.  In  this  hate  of  things,  it  be- 
comes indifpenfibly  neceflary  to  add  ftrength  to  the  Law — 
it  has  happened  that  the  Lves  of  Witnelfes  have  been  taken 
away — and  he  inliancea  the  tranfadlion  which  took  place 
about  ten  days  ago,  near  Luttrelftown,  where  the  Corrnicks, 
who  were  to  profecute  Defenders  the  very  next  day,  at  the 
Quarter  SefUons  of  Kilmainham,  were  molt  inhumanly 
murdered — one  Part  of  their  Syftem  was  to  prevent  I rials, 
by  putting  Witnelfes  to  death — and  another  Part  of  their 
Syftem  was  to  put  Witnelfes  to  death  after  1 rial — and  he  in- 
ftanced  a cafe  where  a Witnefs  who  had  profecuted  Defenders 
at  the  Aflizes  of  Dundalk,  having  been  murdered  after  the 
'Trial  — it  was  therefore  necelfary  to  adopt  fome  new  mode  to 
defeat  their  fyftematic  plan — the  confequences  ariling  from 
thole  Alfociaticns,  were  Robbery  and  Murder,  and  in  many 
inftances,  the  molt  atrocious  Adis  of  Cruelty  and  favage  Bar- 
barity were  pradlifed,  and  he  inftanced  many  Adts  of  Attro- 
cirv  committed  in  the  County  of  Longford,  particularly  the 
Cafe  of  Mr.  Harman,  one  of  the  Reprelentatives  for  the 
County,  and  in  the  Counties  of  Weftmeath,  Cavan,  and 
Meath — under  thefe  circumltances,  fome  new  Scheme  mud 
be  invented  to  put  an  End  to  fuch  Enormities. 

After  having  made  this  ftatement,  he  proceeded  briefly  to 
fketch  out  to  the  Committee  what  occurred  to  him  on  the 
fubjedh  The  fivft  objedl  was,  to  prevent  thefe  Rifings  in  fu- 
ture; in  order  to  do  this,  it  may  be  proper  to  enable  Govern- 
ment on  the  Petition  of  Gentlemen  refident  in  a County 
where  any  Riling  fhouldbe,  to  fend  a Force  to  that  County, 
fufficient  to  queil  fuch  Poling  ; another  was  to  enable  the 
Magiftrates  at  Seflions,  to  take  up  at  unfeafcnable  hours,  all 
perfons  who  cannot  give  a fatisfadlory  account  of  themfeives, 
and  if  they  cannot  find  bail  at  Aflizes,  the  juftices  may  fend 
them  to  ferve  on  board  the  Fleet ; another  was  to  enable 
Magiftrates  to  fearch  Houfes,  and  if  the  perfons  be  not  found 
at  home,  they  may  be  brought  to  the  Quarter  Seflions,  and 
if  they  cannot  give  a fatisfadtory  account  of  the  caufe  of 
their  abfence  from  home,  hev  are  to  be  dealt  with  as  performs  ' 
found  abroad  at  unfeafonable  hours  ; but  previous  to  this. 
Proclamation  lhall  be  made,  and  public  and  lair  Notice  fnall 
be  given,  fo  that  no  perfon  fliall  have  any  excufe  to  plead  ; 
another  objedt  was,  to  enabie  Magiftrates  to  fearch  Floufes  for 
Arms  and  Ammunition.  It  might  be  fpread  abroad  by  evil 
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and  difaffe&ed  Men,  that  it  is  the  Defign  of  Government  to 
difarm  the  people — but  there  was  no  fuch  defign — it  was 
only  to  take  away  Arms  from  improper  Perfons  *,  but,  he 
faid,  he  fhould  introduce  a Claufe  in  the  Gunpowde  Bib 
to  make  every  perfon,  both  great  and  fmall,  to  regilter  their 
Fire-arms  ; lie  fhould  propole  to  make  the  adminillering  of 
fuch  Oaths,  as  bound  the  parties  to  any  treafonable  purpofe, 
a Capital  Offence : there  was  another  JVieafure  which  was, 
that  in  cafe  of  a Witnefs  being  mur  dered,  his  written  Tefti- 
mony  lhall  be  competent  to  go  as  Evidence  to  the  Jury. — 
After  fiome  further  flatement,  he  read  the  Resolutions  which 
he  intended  to  propofe,  apd  he  afterwards  moved  them  fepa- 
rately,  which  are  as  follow  : 

i . 

1.  Refojvcd,  That  the  Spirit  of  Confpiracy  and  Outrage, 
which  has  appeared  in  certain  Parts  of  this  Kingdom,  and 
has  fhewn  itfelf  in  various  attempts  to  afTaflinate  Magiftrates, 
to  murder  WitnefTes,  to  plunder  Hcufes,  and  feize  by  force 
the  Arms  of  his  Majeiry’s  peaceable  Subjects,  requires  that 
more  effedlual  Powers  fliould  be  given  to  the  Magiftracy. 

2.  Refolved,  That  (in  fuch  Parts  of  this  Kingdom,  as  the 
faid  Spirit  has  fhewn  itfelf,  or  to  which  there  may  be  caufe 
to  apprehend  its  being  extended)  it  will  be  neceffary  that  the 
Magiftracy  fnould  hatre  enlarged  Powers  of  fearching  for 
Arms,  Ammunition,  and  Weapons  of  Offence,  and  of  feiz- 
ing  or  fecuring  the  fame,  for  the  prei'ervation  of  the  Peace, 
and  the  fafety  of  the  Lives  and  Properties  of  his  Majefty’s 
peaceable  and  loyal  Subje&s. 

3.  Refolved,  That  from  the  many  Attacks  which  have 
been  made  on  the  Houfes  of  individuals,  by  large  Bodies  of 
armed  Infurgents,  for  the  Purpofe  of  taking  Arms  and 
Money  by  force,  and  murdering  thole  who  had  the  Spirit  to 
enforce  the  Laws,  or  give  information  again  ft  Offenders,  it 
will  be  neceffary  that  the  Magiftracy  fhould  have  enlarged 
Powers,  to  prevent  fuch  Bodies  hereafter  from  affembling 
or  meeting,  either  to  plan  or  execute  fuch  Horrid  Purpofes. 

4.  R.efolved,  That  it  will  be  neceffary  to  give  the  Magif- 
tracy further  Powers  with  refpe6t  to  Vagabonds,  idle  and 
diforderly  Perfons,  and  to  Perfons  liable  to  be  deemed  fo,  or 
who  have  no  lawful  Trade,  or  any  honeft  Means  to  obtain 
a Livelihood. 

On  putting  the  Queftion  on  the  firfl  Refolution, 

Mr.  Vandeleur  perfectly  agreed  with  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral,  as  to  the  neceftity  of  adopting  fome  ftrong  Meafures 
at  the  prefent  jundure.  With  refpcft  to  the  laft  of  the  Re- 
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folutions — that  which  related  to  the  invefting  of  the  Mn- 
gilliacy  with  new  Powers — he  fhould  not  now,  he  laid,  give 
any  opinion  — Of  the  others  he  heartily  approved,  tho’  he 
could  not  help  exprefling  a Wifli,  that  they  iiad  taken  fonie 
notice  of  the  wanton  and  barbarous  Outrages,  which  had 
been  committed  by  the  Peep-of-Dav  Boys,  as  well  as  t hole 
of  which  the  Defenders  had  been  guilty. 

lord  Edward  Fitzgerald.  Sir,  I flnll  oppofe  this 
Refolulion,  becaule  1 think  that  this  Refolution  will  not;  pre- 
vent the  Crimes  of  which  the  Right  Hon-.  Gentleman  com- 
plains—-the  Diflurbances  of  the  Country,  Sir,  are  not  to  be 
remedied  by  any  coercive  Meafures,  however  hrong — fiich 
Meafures  will  tend  rather  to  exafperate,  than  to  remove  the 
Evi! — Nothing,  Sir,  can  effedi:  this  and  reftore  Tranquillity 
to  the  Country,  but  a ferious  and  candid  Endeavour  of  Go- 
vernment and  of  this  Houle,  to  redrels  the  Giievances  of 
the  People — R.edrefs  thole,  and  the  People  will  retain  to 
their  Allegiance  and  their  Duty — Suffer  them  to  continue, 
and  neither  your  Refplutions  -nor  your  Bills  will  have  any 
effect — -I  fha'I  therefore,  Sir,  oppofe,  not  only  this  Refolu- 
tion, but  all  the  Reflations  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man has  read  to  you,  except,  perhaps,  one — that  which  goes 
ifo  conftitute  the  Written  Teflimopy  of  a dying  WitneL, 
good  Evidence — This  I think,  is  fair,  and  likely  to  facilitate 
the  Courfe  of  Juftice,  without  violently  infringing,  as  all  the 
other  Refolucions  leem  to  do,  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject  - 

S;r  H.  Cavendish  Laid,  that  Liberty  in  thefe  Countries 
conflfted  in  having  a Government  ly  Lair,  and  the  nature  < f 
Law  was,  that  it  Ihould  be  proportioned  in  its  feverity  to  the 
prevalence  of  offences — Thus,  when  there  was  no  Crime, 
there  was  no  Law’ — when  Crimes  were  infrequent  and  light, 
the  Laws  were  few  and  lenient — but  when  Crimes  became 
frequent  and  enormous,  it  then  became  neceffary  that  Laws 
Ihould  be  more  numerous,  and  in  their  Penalties  more  fevere. 
Thefe  additions  to  the  Penal  Code,  were  necefftry  confe- 
quences  of  the  change  of  cireumftances,  and  might  very 
well  conlift  with  liberty,  if  the  description  which  had  been 
given  of  it  was  a true  one,  namely,  that  it  is  a Government 
by  Law.  He  therefore  perfectly  agreed  in  this,  and  all  the 

Refolutions. 

(* 

Mr.  Browne,  [College]  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  the  Re- 
folutions, and  yet  he  could  not  fay  that  he  fully  affented  to 
them — for  he  was  taken  by  furprize — he  did  not  expeft  that 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  would  have  propofect  his  Mea- 
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fures,  and  called  on  the  Commictee  to  agree  to  them  in  the 
fame  Evening — he  had  expected  that  fome  time  would  have 
been  given  for  confideratiofi — t lad  he  leifure  to  confider  the 
Refolutions,  it  was  likely  he  would  have  agreed  to  them — 
but  at  preient  he  could  only  fay,  he  would  not  at  this  mo- 
ment oppofe  them,  but  lhould  confider  himfeif  at  liberty  at 
any  future  period  of  their  Progrefs  to  difcufs  their  merit* 
and  object  to  them,  if  he  lhould  fee  caufe. 

Mr.  Pelham  obferved,  that  the  Mode  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  propofed  the 
Refolution,  was  calculated  to  afford  the  Houfe  time  for  full 
confideration — for  by  moving  for  a Committee,  iidiead  of 
going  on  with  his  Bill,  he  gave  Gentlemen  two  other  Rages, 
in  either  of  which,  they  might  object  to  the  Refolutions,  or 
fuggeft  Amendments.  He  paid  Mr'.  Vandeieur  a handfome 
compliment,  on  the  Support  which  he  had  given  to  the  Re- 
folutions. 

Sir  W.  Gleadowe  Newcomen,  Col,  Fofter,  and  Sir  T.  Bla- 
quiere,  fpoke  each  a few  words  in  fupport  of  the  RefoIution9 
which  was  then  put  and  carried — as  were  all  the  fubfequent 
ones,  with  the  fingle  negative  of  Lord  Ed.  Fitzgerald. 

N t 

Committee  then  adjourned.  The  Houfe  refumed,  ordered 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  be  received,  and  adjourned 
to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  22 , 1796. 

The  Committee  of  Wide-ftreels  fat  until  five  oJClock, 
during  which  time,  Mr.  Tommins,  of  Summer-hill,  and 
Mr.  Otiiwell,  underwent  a long  examination. 

1 

Mr.  Grattan  prefented.  a further  Petition  from  the 
Printers  and  Bookfellers  of  Dublin,  to  the  Houfe,  in  very 
humble  Terms,  praying  to  be  heard  in  Evidence  in  fupport 
of  the  Allegations  of  their  former  Petition. 

The  petition,  which  is  figned  by  all  the  Printers  and  Book- 
fellers in  Dublin,  was  however  withdrawn,  on  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  confenting  debate  the  propriety  of  the 
Tax,  when  the  Bill  came  to  be  read,  in  which  it  is  in- 
fer ted. 
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Mr.  Alexander  believed  there  was  j 11 T ground  for  this 
Petition,  for  he  underhood  the  Paper  Manufacturers  were 
not  adequate  to  the  lupply  the  Petitioners  wanted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  oppofed  it,  as  be- 
ing out  of  Order,  by  oppofing  a Tax  that  was  agreed  to  by 
the  Ploufe. 

Mr  Grat  tan  contended  it  was  in  Order,  and  did  not  go 
to  oppofe  a l ax,  but  to  edablilh  the  Allegations  of  ih.ir 
former  Petition. 

Dr.  Browne  fupported  the  Petition,  and  faid  that  lie 
underftood  the  Tax  would  materially  injure  tire  Booklellers 
and  Printers  of  Dublin.  He  was  a friend  to  protecting 
duties,  but  tins  was  a prohibitory  one — the  Tax  of  2d.  a 
pound  upon  Englifli  Paper.  It  had  (lopped  feveral  Works 
in  the  Prefs  for  want  of  Paper,  he  was  indruclecl  ; one  in 
particular,  he  could  date  to  the  Houle,  on  the  authority  of 
a gentleman  whole  name  he  was  at  liberty  to  mention, 
(Alderman  Exfhaw)  and  that  was  Robertfon’s  Hiltory  of 
America. 

On  the  Eefolutions  propofed  by  the  Attorney  General 
again  ft  the  InfurreCtions,  being  read, 

Mr.  Grattan  obferved,  that  be  heard  the  Right  Hon, 
Gentleman’s  Statement,  and  did  not  fuppofe  it  to  be  in- 
flamed ; but  he  mull;  obl'erve  at  the  fame  time  it  was  partial; 
he  did  indeed  expatiate  very  fully  and  judiy  on  the  O (Fence* 
of  the  Defenders  ; but  with  refpeft  to  another  defeription  of 
lnlurgents,  whofe  barbarities  had  excited  general  abhor- 
rence, he  had  obferved  a compleat  filence — that  he  had  pro. 
ceedcd  to  enumerate  the  Counties  that  were  afth&ed  by  Dif- 
turbances,  and  he  had  omitted  Armagh  — of  that,  neither 
had  he  comprehended  the  outrages  in  his  general  delctip 
tion,  nor  in  his  particular  enumeration  ; — of  thole  outrages, 
he  had  received  the  mod  dreadful  accounts  ; that  their  ob- 
jeCl  was  the  extermination  of  all  the  Catholics  of  that 
County  ; it  was  a perfection  conceived  in  the  bilternefs  of 
bigotry,  carried  on  with  ilie  mod  ferocious  barbarity,  by  a 
Banditti,  who  being  of  the  Religion  of  the  State,  had  com- 
, minted  with  the  greater  audacity  and  confidence,  the  mod 
horrid  murders,  and  had  proceeded  from  robbery  and  mal- 
facre  to  extermination  ; that  they  had  repealed  by  their  own 
authority,  all  the  Laws  lately  palled  in  favour  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, had  eftablidied  in  the  place  of  thole  Laws,  the  in- 


quifition  of  a mob,  refembling  Lord  George  Gordon’s  fa- 
natics, equalling  them  in  outrage,  and  furpaffing  far  in  per- 
ffeve  ranee  and  fuccefs. 

That;  their  modes  of  outrage  were  as  various  as  they  were 
atrocious — they  fometimes  forced  by  terror,  the  mailers  of 
families  to  di'fmifs  their  Catholic  fervants — they  fometimes 
forced  Landlords  by  terror,  to  difmifs  their  Catholic  tenan- 
try— they  fet/,ed  as  deferters,  numbers  of  Catholic  weavers 
— lent  them  to  the  County  Gaol,  trardmitted  them  to  Dub- 
lin, where  they  remained  in  clofe  prifon,  until  fome  Lawyers 
from  companion  pleaded  their  caule,  and  had  procured  their 
enlargement — nothing  appearing  again!!  them  of  any  kind 
whatfoever — thofe  Infurgents,  wiio  called  themfelves  Orange 
Bov.<q  or  Proteftant  Boys —that  is  a banditti  of  murderers, 
committing  maffacre  in  the  Name  of  God,  and  exercifing 
clefpotic  Power  in  the  Name  of  Liberty — thofe  Infurgents 
have  organized  their  Rebellion,  and  have  formed  themfelves 
into  a Committee,  who  fit  and  try  the  Catholic  weavers  and, 
^inhabitants,  when  apprehended  falfely  and  illegally  as  de- 
ferters— this  rebellious  Committee,  they  call  the  Committee 
of  Elders,  who,  when  the  unfortunate  Catholic  is  torn  from 
his  Family  and  his  Loom,  and  brought  before  them,  fit  in 
Judgment  upon  his  cafe — if  he  gives  them  liquor  or  money, 
they  fometimes  difeharge  him— otherwife  they  fend  him  then 
to  a recruiting  office  as  a deferter — -they  had  very  generally 
given  the  Catholics  notice  to  quit  their  farms  ’and  dwellings, 
which  notice  is  plaiftered  on  his  Houle,  and  conceived  in 
thefe  fhort  but  plain  words — c<  Go  to  Hell,  Connaught  won’t 
“ receive  you — fire  and  faggot. — Will.  Threlham  and  John 
ti  Thruftout.”  That  they  followed  thefe  notices  by  a faith- 
ful and  punctual  execution  of  the  horrid  threat,  foon  after 
vilked  the  Houfe,  robbed  the  family,  and  deftroyed  what 
they  did  not  take,  and  finally  completed  the  atrocious  per-  v 
fecutions,  by  forcing  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  to  leave 
their  land,  their  dwellings  and  their  trade,  and  to  travel 
with  their  miferabie  family,  and  with  whatever  their  mife- 
jaoie  family  could  five  from  the  wTreck  of  their  Houfes  and 
Tenements,  and  take  refuge  in  Villages  as  fortifications 
again!!  invaders  where  they  deferibed  themfelves,  as  I have 
Ren  in  their  affidavits,  in  the  following  manner — “ We, 
(mentioning  their  names)  formerly  of  Armagh,  weavers, 
“ now  of  no  fixed  place  of  abode  or  means  of  living,  &c ” 
In  many  inflances  this  banditti  of  pcrfecution  threw  down 
the  H otkes  of  the  tenantry,  cr  what  they  call  rack’d  the 
Houfe,  fo  that  the  family  mud  fly  or  be  buried  in  the  grave 
of  their  own  cabin.  The  extent  of  the  murders  that  have 
been  committed  by  this  atrocious  and  rebellious  banditti. 
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I have  heard,  but  have  not  heard  them  fo  afcertained  as 
to  hate  them  to  this  Houfe,  but  from  all  the  enquiries  1 
could  make,  1 collect  that  the  Catholic  inhabitants  of  Ar- 
magh, have  been  actually  put  out  of  the  Protection  of  the  Law 

that  the  Magiltrates  have  been  lupine  or  partial,  and  that 

the  horrid  banditti  has  met  with  complete  fuccefs,  and  from 
the  Magifttacy  with  very  little  difeouragement.  This  horrid 
perfecution,  this  abominable  barbarity,  and  this  general  ex- 
termination have  been  acknowledged  by  the  Magiftrates, 
who,  finding  the  evil  had  now  proceeded  to  fo  fhameful  an 
excels,  that  it  ac  length  obliged  themlelves  to  cry  out  again  If 
it — came  to  the  following  refolution,  which  is  an  evidence 
of  the  defigns  of  the  Infurgents,  and  of  their  fuccefs : — 
the  Magilfrates  of  Armagh  on  the  28th  of  December  (36 
of  them  in  number)  came  to  the  following  refolution— 
“ Refolved,  that  it  appears  to  this  Meeting,  that  the  County 
“ of  Armagh  is  at  this  moment  in  a If  ate  of  uncommon  dif- 
order;  that  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  are  gi  ievoully 
“ oppreft'ed  by  lawlefs  perlons  unknown,  who  attack  and 
«*  plunder  their  Houfes  by  night,  and  threaten  them  with 
4‘  inftant  deftrudion,  unlefs  they  abandon  immediately,  their 
“ lands  and  habitations. ” It  was  laid  by  the  mover  of  the 
Resolutions,  that  of  the  Defenders,  multitudes  had  been 
hanged,  multitudes  had  been  put  to  death  on  the  field,  and 
that  they  were  fuppreffed,  though  they  were  not  extinp mill- 
ed ; — but  with  regard  to  the  outrages  of  the  Orange  Bovr, 
he  could  make  no  fuch  boaft — but  on  the  contrary — they 
have  met  with  impunity,  and  fuccefs,  and  triumph  ; they 
have  triumphed  over  the  Law,  they  have  triumphed  over  the 
Magiftrates,  and  they  have  triumphed  over  the  People — here 
Perfecution,  Rebellion,  Inquilition,  Murder,  Robbery,  De- 
valuation and  Extermination  have  been  entirely  Vidorious. 

The  palling  over  thefe  offences  in  the  (latement  intro- 
ducing the  Refolutions,  would  be  of  little  moment,  if  the v 
were  not  alfo  palled  over  in  the  Refolutions.  themfelves — the 
Refolutions  defcribe  four  different  kinds  of  offences— at- 
tempts to  affaflinate  Magiftrates — 2d,  to  murder  Witness 
— 3d,  to  plunder  Houfes — 4th,  to  feize  by  force,  the  Arms 
of  his  Majefty’s  Subjeds  : — but  of  attempts  to  feize  the 
Perlons  of  his  Majefty’s  Subjeds,  and  to  force  them  to  aban- 
don their  lands  and  habitations,  the  Refolutions  fay  not  one 
i'y liable  ; crimes  not  lefs  great,  nor  lefs  notorious,  and  more 
emphatically  calling  for  the  interpofition  of  the  State,  be 
caufe  they  had  triumphed  over  the  fupinenefs  of  the  Ma 
giftracy,  and  had  no  chance  of  being  checked,  -but  by  the 
interpofition  of  Government  or  Parliament.  In  the  other 
Refolution,  which  delcrrbes  that  kind  of  armed  Ir.furgencv, 
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which  the  Magiftracy  are  to  prevent  by  extraordinary  exer- 
tions, the  crime  of'  dr  iving  away  his  Majefty’s  Subjects,  is 
ulio  omitted — the  words  are,  that  from  the  many  attempts 
which  have  been  made  on  the  Houfes  of  individuals,  bv 
large  bodies  of  armed  Infilrgents,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
Arms  and  Money  by  force,  and  murder  ing  thefe  who  had 
■*ipirit  to  enforce  the  Law,  or  give  information  againft  offen- 
ders, it  will  be  neceffary  to  give  the  Magiftrates  enlarged 
.Powers  ; attempts  made  on  the  Houfes  of  the  individual  to 
rob  or  take  arms — attempts  to  murder  Witneffes — thefe  are 
the  offences  which  attract  your  notice — but  the  attempt  to 
exterminate  his  Majeftv’s  Subjects — attempts  in  part  com- 
pleted, which  nre  very  different  from  feizing  Arms,  or  tak- 
ing money,  or  murdering  Witneffes — thefe  attempts  and  per- 
petrations, as  notorious  as  horrible,  appear  to  be  neither  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  Refolu lions,  nor  of  the  Member 
who  moved  them.  Thus  the  filence  of  the  Refolutions  may 
become  a hint  to  the  fupinenefs  of  the  Magiftracy,  and  where 
they  fhould  have  conn: cradled  their  partiality,  give  it  coun- 
tenance. On  a further  examination  of  the  Refolutions,  I find 
them  not  metely  defective  in  deferibing  the  offence,  but  they 
feem  to  me  to  have  omitted  the  remedy — certainly  the  giving 
Magiftrates  further  Powers  to  fear  eh  for  Arms  and  Ammu- 
nition, or  to  prevent  from  affembling  or  meeting,  Bodies  of 
Men  affembling  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  Arms  and  Money, 
or  murdering  Witneffes  ; or  the  giving  the  Magiftrates  en- 
larged Power  to  feize  vagabonds  for  the  Fleet  or  Army, 
does  not  go  to  the  Cafe  of  Armagh,  where  the  Subjedls  com- 
plain that  they  have  been  feized  as  Delerters,  falfely  and  ille- 
gally, through  the  fupinenefs  or  partiality,  or  connivance  of 
the  Magiftrates — and  through  the  fame  fupinenefs  to  fay  no 
worfe,  have  been  by  force  driven  with  impunity  from  their 
lands  and  habitations — many  of  the  Weavers  of  Armagh, 
have  at  this  moment  lworn  affidavits  againft  the  Magiftrates 
— to  give  the  Magiftrates  extraordinary  Powers  as  the  means 
of  redrefting  the  complainants,  feems  to  me,  however,  a re- 
medy for  home  prut  of  the  Kingdom,  but  a very  inadequate 
one  for  another — in  (hort,  the  meafure  of  the  Right  Hoii. 
Gentleman  in  its  prefent  Ihape,  does  not  go  to  the  whole  of 
the  fituatiou  of  the  country — it  does  not  go  to  redrefs  the 
North — it  is  therefore  a defeftive  meafure,  it  is  a partial  def- 
cription  of  the  Outrages  of  the  Kingdom,  and  a partial 
remedy — it  propofes  to  fufpend  the  operation  of  the  Confti- 
tutioq  with  a view  to  produce  peace,  leaving  at  the  fame 
time,  in  one  great  County,  violence  and  infurredlion  in  a 
liate  of  tiiumph — it  leaves  the  Families  of  Armagh,  whom 
a violent  mob,  and  a fupine  Magiftracy,  Lave  caufed  to 
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abandon  their  dwellings,  it  leaves  them  without  any  cer- 
tainty of  redrefs,  fo  that  they  may  carry  themfelves  and 
families,  and  Tales  of  Woe,  to  their  brethren  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  fpread  the  flames  'of  difcontent 
and  Jpirit  of  retaliation,  notwithstanding  the  Member’s  Bills 
and  Refolutions. 

On  a principle,  therefore,  that  it  is  neceffary  for  the  re- 
drefs  of  that  defcription  of  fubje&s,  who  have  fuffcred  in 
Armagh,  that  the  IVlagiflrates  fliould  be  called  upon  to  aft 
for  the  protection  of  the  Subject,  and  that  the  County  Ihould 
be  obliged  to  pay  thole  Inhabitants,  who  have  been  aggriev- 
ed, full  compenfation  for  all  their  lodes,  charges  and  dif- 
treffes — I take  the  liberty  to  fugged  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Member,  amendments  which  I do  not  move,  becaufe  he 
ought  to  move  them,  and  make  them  his  own  meafuie. 

The  A mendments  I lugged  are — after  the  words  to 
feize  by  Force  of  Arms” — to  add,  “ and  alfo  the  Perfons 
of  his  Majedy’s  Subjedts,  and  to  force  them  to  abandon  their 
Lands  and  Habitation”  ; — and  in  the  third  Refolution — • 
after  the  words  “ murdering  thofe  who  had  Spirit  to  give 
Information” — to  add,  “ alfo  attempting  to  feize  the  Per- 
fons, and  obliging  his  Majefiy’s  Subjedts  by  force,  to  abandon 
their  Lands  and  Habitations.” 

Sir  L.  Parsons  arraigned  Government  for  not  having 
timely  fent  a general  officer  and  a military  force  to  the  dif- 
turbed  parts  of  the  North,  as  they  had  done  to  the  South, 
particularly  as  Lord  Camden  had  avowedly  come  over-  to 
refill  the  Catholic  Claims. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Attorney  General  oppofed  Mr. 
Grattan’s  Amendment.  Fe  faid  he  had,  throughout  the 
whole  of  thofe  Refolutions  avoided  making  any  diltindlion  as 
to  perfons.  They  were  intended  for  general  good,  and  Per- 
fons of  every  Clafs  would  partake  of  their  benefits.  Were 
the  Amendment  received,  they  would  have  a different  com- 
plexion. 

Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  followed  on  the  fame  ground.  If 
no  general  officer  was  fent  to  the  North,  it  was  becaufe  they 
were  all  before  engaged — an  officer,  however,  was  lent,  and 
an  experienced  officer  (Colonel  Cradaock)  on  whofe  capacity 
and  character  he  delivered  a high  encomium.  He  mentioned 
that  Lord  Camden  did  not  come  over  to  opprefs  any  part  of 
his  Majefty’s  Subjects,  but  to  afford  equal  protection  to  all. 
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Colonel  Craddock  avowedthat  he  had  the  mod  decided 
InU ructions  from  Government,  to  aft  on  the  CommHfion  in 
which  he  had  been  employed,  with  equal  Juftice  to  all  Of 
fenders.  He  had  been  a. flitted  General  Nugent,  and  fuch 
was  the  nature  of  the  disturbance,  that  after  repeated  con- 
fideration,  they  could  fee  no  poflible  way  in  which  the  troops 
could  be  employed— he  therefore  recommended  his  llecal  in 
Letters  to  Government,  as  he  thought  that  he  could  be  of  no 
ufe.  He  admitted  that  the  condudr  of  the  Proteftants,  called 
Peep  of  Day  Boys,  in  the  County  of  Armagh  at  prefent, 
was  atrocious—-  and  that  their  barbarous  practices  mu  ft  cer- 
tainly be  put  down — but  at  the  fame  time  he  mud  mention, 
that  in  September  lad,  the  Catholics  were  the  aggreffors. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald,  (Knight  of  Kerry)  faid,  that  although 
he  had  conceived  that  the  introduction  of  that  report  could 
nor,  and  ought  not  poflibly  to  have  produced  any  difeuflion, 
yet,  after  the  time  which  the  debate  had  taken,  he  could  hot, 
reconcile  it  to  himfelf,  to  remain  fi lent  to  the  datement  made 
by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  (Mr.  Grattan)  of  the  out- 
rages which  had  occurred  in  the  County  of  Armagh  ; he 
was  forry  to  fay,  he  mud  fubferibe  to  it  in  its  fulleft  extent.  He 
lamented  that,  in  that  pifluit  which  the  Right  Hon,  Gen- 
tleman had  drawn,  he  could  trace  no  exaggeration  ; it  was, 
he  feared,  the  melancholy  truth,  that  numbers  of  the  un- 
offending and  peaceable  Inhabitants  of  that  County,  had 
been  expelled  from  their  habitations  and  their  property,  by 
the  violence  of  a bigotred  Seft,  that  there  exifted  in  that 
County,  a furious  and  unrelenting  perfection  of  a parti- 
cular denomination  of  his  Majefty’s  Loyal  Subjefts.  This 
was  a flil  jecl,  upon  which  he  Ihould  wifh  to  fpeak  with  that 
diicretion  which  its  nature  demanded  ; and  he  wifhed  to 
avoid  any  language  which  could  tend  to  inflame  ; but  deeply 
aird  ferioufly  as  his  mind  was  imprefled  with  the  extent  and 
danger  of  this  Evil,  and  the  alarming  and  horrible  confe- 
quences  to  which  it  might  lead,  he  fhould  coofider  himfelf  a 
diflioneft  man,  did  he  neglect  to  add  his  voice  to  the  falutary 
exhortation  which  had  that  night  been  offered,  not  to  the 
Government  of  the  Country,  for  they  did  not  require  it,  but 
ro  the  Magi  ft  racy  of  that  quarter  which  had  been  alluded  to. 
He  remarked,  that  through  the  Speeches  of  feverai  Gentle- 
men during  that  Seiflon,  he  had  obferved,  a feries  of  mifre- 
p;  dentation  refpeding  the  Government  of  this  Country.  It 
Imd  been  fo  in  the  debate  on  the  State  of  the  Poor  ; it  was 
Jikewife  the  cafe  in  the  courfe  of  the  argument  on  this  night ; 
the  Government  had  been  accufed  of  neglecting  to  afford 
iuibcient  prote&icn  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of 
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Armagh;  tins  was  refuted  by  the  unanimous  teftimony  of 
t he  gentlemen  of  that  quarter,  and  the  tacit  acknowledgment 
of  the  County  Meetings  alluded  to,  who  would  have  com- 
plained, were  there  any  ground.  He  firmly  believed  that  the 
Government  were  totally  incapable  of  being  fWayed  by  any 
partial  conliderations.  by  any  political  Or  religious  prejudice 
whatfofcver,  in  their  Adminiftration  of  the  Laws  ; that  it 
was  their  principle  and  difpofition  to  exterld  the  utmoft  pro- 
te’dlion  in  tlieir  Power,  to  all  deferiptions  and  denominations 
of  the  King’s  peaceable  Subjects.  But  idle  and  nugatory 
would  be  fuch  difpofitions  on  the  part  of  Government,  as 
long  as  they  continue  to  be  counteradted  by  thofe,  who  muff 
he  employed  to  Carry  them  into  efFedl.  Although  the  Go- 
vernment have,  with  the  wife!!  policy,  arranged  the  military 
force,  fo  as  to  afford  protedlion  to  all  thofe  for  whom  the 
Civil  Power  rhay  claim  it  ; yet  it  is  lamentably  the  fadt,  that 
in  the  County  of  Armagh,  multitudes  of  Families  are  driven 
from  their  homes,  the  vidtims  of  a dreadful  perfection, 
while  the  Magiftracy  reft  in  a kind  of  Lethargy,  fupinely  in- 
different to  this  outrageous  violation  of  Juftice,  and  to  the 
endlefs  mifehiefs  which  may  follow  from  its  permifiion.  It 
has  been  the  pradtice  to  overlook  the  fu pinenefs  of  our  coun- 
try gentlemen,  for  the  purpofe  of  criminating  the  Govern- 
ment ; bur,  Uninfluenced  by  Rich  motives,  he  fliould  fairly 
ftate  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  truth.  He  deplored 
that  the  Magiftracy  fliould  be  fo  blind  to  the  danger  which 
they  were  fuffering  to  grow  ; he  trembled,  lie  faid,  at  the 
pernicious  effedt  of  mixing  any  religious  prejudices  with  the 
diftradtions,  which  already  agitated  the  kingdom!.  There 
was  no  man  fo  ignorant  but  mud  be  aware  of  the  poifonous 
acrimony  which  Religion  adds  to  any  conteft  in  which  it  fhall 
mingle  ; nor  can  any  man  in  the  utmoft  fcope  of  fpeculatiozi, 
calculate  the  horrors  to  which  that  conduct  may  give  birth, 
which  would  irifufe  into  the  agitations  of  this  Country,  a 
Spirit  of  bigotted  religious  Animofity.  A reform  in  the  ccn~ 
dudt  of  the  Magiftracy,  is  the  remedy  for  the  peculiar  Evil 
alluded  to,  and  no  Legislative  Adi,  no  exertion  on  the  part 
of  Government,  would  have  any  effedl,  unlefs  that , Mag  if. 
tracy  would  concur  in  the  impartial  Adminiftratioh  of  its 
Laws.  As  to  the  amendment,  he  conceived  it  would  be  un- 
neceffary  : — He  fuppofed  that  under  the  exifting  Laws,  and 
ftrengtliened  as  the  Arm  of  Government,  would  be  by  the 
Powers  granted  by  the  Bills  to  be  introduced,  there  would  be 
fufficient  means  of  granting  protection  to  ail  deferiptions  of 
peaceable  Subjedts,  while  there  would  alfo  be  a Power  reach* 

• ng  every  Species  of  Offenders,  with  the  Vengeance  of  the 
’-aw.  He  conceived  this  to  be  the  fair  cbiedt  of  Government 
Nol.  XVI.  I 


ii4 


PARLIAMENTARY 


in  the  introdu&ion  of  the  Meafures.  The  Penal  Laws  about 
to  be  enatted,  were  calcu'  to  fuch  a novel  fpecies  of 
offences  againft  the  State  ■ ..  furely,  there  is,  in  exigence, 
the  means  of  fecuring  and  preferving  the  Civil  Rights  of  the 
People.  It  was  not,  he  conceived,  the  time  to  debate  the 
particular  Provifo  to  be  made  in  the  Bill,  but  he  ffiould  fay 
of  the  Meafure  in  general,  that  it  appeared  to  him  dilated 
by  the  founded  policy,  and  whenever  it  fhould  be  fan&ioned 
by  the  Legislature,  it  would,  he  doubted  not,  be  carried  into 
eff’eft  by  the  Government,  with  the  fame  moderation  and 
humanity,  as  well  as  vigour  and  firmnefs,  which  had  hitherto 
characterized  their  difpenfation  of  the  Laws. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  laid,  he  thought  that  the  Refolutions 
would  be  the  more  unexceptionable,  if  they  contained  thefe 
Cl  allies  which  it  was  fought  to  add  by  the  Amendment  ; 
neverthelefs,  as  he  had  but  a few  nights  before  made  one  of 
tjaat  Committee,  which  had  unanimouffy  agreed  to  thofe 
Refolutions  as  they  hand,  he  felt  that  it  might  be  inconfiffent 
to  join  in  prehing  any  alteration  of  them  ; and  he  hoped  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  would  not  prefs  his  Amendments. 

Yet  he  was  far  from  thinking  the  Refolutions  as  perfeff  in 
their  prefent  lhape  as  they  might  be.  It  was  faid,  that  the 
more  general  their  nature  was,  the  better  ; he  admitted  the 
principle,  but  denied  that  it  applied  ; for  the  very  fault  of 
thefe  Refolutions  was,  that  they  were  not  of  a general  na- 
ture, but  did  in  their  expreffion  go  to  deferibe  a particular 
kind  of  offence  to  the  excluiion  of  others.  They  did  in  their 
language,  though  not  he  believed,  in  their  defign,  point  ex- 
clulively  at  Dcfenderifm , and  come  fhort  of  another  Clafs  of 
Outrage,  which  they  fhould  include;  and  this  defe<ff,  it  was, 
which  the  Amendment  fought  to  cure. 

Yet,  he,  for  his  part,  trufting  to  the  fair  and  honourable 
Views  of  Adminiffration,  would  not,  however  indirectly, 
retradt  that  approbation,  which,  on  a former  night,  he  had 
T lent  1 y given  thofe  Refolutions,  but  would  referve  his  watch- 
ful nefs  for  the  Bill  itfelf,  of  which  thefe  were  the  foundation. 
He  deteffed  the  Defenders,  and  he  detefled  the  Break  of 
Day  Boys,  and  he  milled,  that  the  Bill  would  be  tound  to 
lay  as  heavy  a Hand  on  the  one  as  the  other.  To  this  end, 
it  neceffarv,  he  would  himfelf  move  Claufes  ; but  he  was 
perfuaded,  th.it  this  would  be  quite  needlefs  ; and  that  the 
Bill  wouldcome  out  of  the  Hands  of  Government,  furnilhed 
with  provifions,  which  would  afiert  their  impartiality,  and 
entitle  the  Bill  to  his  affent. 

He  indeed  oblerved,  that  a former  Bill,  now  deferted  by 
the  Right  Hon.  Mover,  but  which  had  been  printed,  was 
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equally  with  thefe  Refolutions,  lllent  and  inoperative,  fave  sa 
to  one  Ciafs  of  Infurgents  ; but  this  he  was  ready  to  attri- 
bute to  inadvertence,  not  to  defign.  He  was  peri 'uaded 'that 
Government  would  never  prefer  one  Treafon  to  another  or 
ufe  lefs  feven’ty  towards  the  Bigotry  and  t xceffes  of  Bre^k 
of  Day  Boys,  than  towards  the  equally  abominable  Out- 
rages of  Delenders.  Indeed  he  had  heard  it  infinuated  on 

D 

both  Sides  of  the  Houle,  by  jo  me  Members  who  had  'poken, 
that  though  Defenderifm  might  call  for  the  extraordinary 
Interpolition  of  the  Legiflature,  yet  the  oppolite  Ciafs  of 
Infurgents  miglu  be  left  t<  the  vigilance  of  Armagh  Magif- 
trates,  and  the  ordinary  efficacy  of  the  Law  as  already  eltab- 
lilhed.  To  filch  a doctrine  he  mull  exprels  his  entire  diiient. 
He  viewed  both  ipecies  of  offence  with  equal  abhorrence, 
and  thought  the  Legiflature  ought  to  meet  them  with  equal 
indignation.  He  thought  the  exterminating  Sv Item  of  the 
North,  called  as  loudly  for  llrong  preventive  Meafures,  as 
the  Plunders  and  Confpiracies  of  the  South  couid  do;  and 
that  a Bill,  which,  for  wife  ptirpofes,  was  obliged  to  tiench. 
on  the  ordinary  Liberties  of  the  Subject,  ought  to  extend  its 
ftern  control  indifci  iminately  over  a!!  Infurgents.  T his  Bill, 
if  its  provifions  refembled  tiiofe  of  the  former  printed  one, 
would  inflict  the  Penally  of  Imprifonment  and  Exile  on  thole 
whom  it  deemed  Vagabonds  and  idle  Perfons.  Ought  not 
the  fame  Bill  to  check  thofe  mifereants,  who  banilh  Families 
from  their  Induftry  and  their  Homes,  and  fend  them  adrift, 
to  ramble  without  occupation  through  the  Country  ? Ought 
it  to  permit  the  Break-of-Day  Boys  to  create  that  vagrancy 
which  it  will  punifh  ? 

But  he  was  perfuaded  the  Bill  would  be  the  reverfe  of  be- 
ing thus  objectionable.  Mean  time,  as  it  were  to  be  wiffied, 
that  in  every  proceeding  which  marked  their  hatred  of  In- 
furrection,  the  lloufe  fliould  forget  all  dillinftion  of  party, 
and  be  unanimous  ; as  he  could  not  doubt  the  honourable 
Views  of  Government,  and  as  the  objeCt  of  this  Amexidment 
would  be  attainable  by  modelling  the  Bill  when  introduced, 
he  would  lubmit  to  the  Right  Hon.  Mover,  whether  it  might 
not  be  prudent  to  withdraw  his  Amendment? 

Sir  John  Bla^jjiere  profeffed  his  firm  conviClioh  of  the 
impartiality  of  Government,  and  his  perfuafion  that  the  Bill 
would  bear  an  even  Hand  towards  Infurgents  of  every 
Defcription.  He  regretted  much  of  the  turn  which  this  de- 
bate had  taken,  and  that  ibme  dangerous'  topics  had  been 
unintentionally  broached.  rI he  learned  Gentleman  who 
fpoke  lafl,  had,  in  his  opinion,  travelled  wide  of  the  fubject 
'n  debate — when  he  argued  on  the  Claufes  of  a Bill  which 
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was  not  before  the  Houfe.  He  concluded  by  faying,  that 
though  the  Relolutions  might  not  have  been  the  worfe  for 
having  thofe  fentences  introduced  originally,  which  it  was 
now  fought  to  add,  he  muPt  vote  again!!  the  Amendment  as 
quite  fuperfluous  and  unneceflary. 

Mr.  Corky  fa-id,  he  fhould  alfo  give  his  negative  to  the 
Amendment  ; and  expreifed  his  confidence  in  Government-, 
and  difapprobation  of  the  line  of  argument  which  had  been 
chofen.  He  added  his  teftimony  to  that  of  other  Gentlemen, 
as  to  the  (late  of  that  part  of  the  North,  with  which  he  was 
acquainted  ; and  exprefled  himfelf  in  terms  of  warm  appro- 
bation as  to  the  military,  and  general  merit  of  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  who  was  emrufietl  to  quell  the  Infurgents  in  that 
quarter.  He  then  adverted,  with  fome  irony,  to  the  argu- 
ments of  the  Hon.  Member  who  fpoke  laft  but  one  ; and 
who,  he  faid,  was  very  fafe  in  his  prophetic  denunciations  of 
oppofition  to  a Bill,  if  it  fhould  want  Ciaufes,  which  every 
one  knew  it  would  contain.  He  faid  if  a man  fhould  Hfe  in 
his  place  to  fay,  that  if  the  Bill  exempted  from  its  penalties 
every  perfon  not  under  fix  feet  high,  it  fhould  meet  his  oppo* 
i-ition,  and,  that  he  would  fupport  the  liberties  of  the  people 
—every  man  mud  wonder  at  fo  idle  a parade  of  folemnity 
and  palriotifm  : yet  of  this  kind  was  the  notice  which  the 
Hon.  Member  gave. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  rofe  to  explain.  He  faid  he  had  confined 
himfelf  firi&ly  to  the  Queltion  before  the  Houfe  ; and  in 
mentioning  the  Bill,  had  only  followed  a Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman (the  Attorney  General)  who  had  referred  it  to  that 
Bill,  when  introduced,  to  fhew  what  an  even  hand  Admi- 
niftration  meant  to  hold  towards  all  Offenders.  He  had  not 
agreed  on  the  Ciaufes  of  that  Bill,  but  had  afligned  as  one 
reafon,  for  not  infilling  on  the  Amendments,  that  their  ob- 
ject might  be  attained  by  proper  Ciaufes  in  the  Bill.  He  had 
fleered  a middle  and  moderate  courfe  ; recommending  a re- 
liance upon  Government,  and  advifing  the  Right  Hon.  Mover 
not  to  prefs  his  Amendment ; and  he  thought  himfelf  there- 
fore entitled  to  more  candour  from  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
Side,  than  had  been  Ihewn  in  reprefenting  his  arguments. 
He  even  doubted  whether  thofe  gentlemen  were  prudent  in 
difcouraging  fuch  a moderate  line  as  he  had  chofen.  As  to 
the  Sareafms  thrown  out  on  what  he  had  faid,  by  a Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  there  was  in  this  firft  no- 
tice with  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  honoured 
bird,  all  the  kindnefs  which  he  would  have  expected'  to  meet 
from  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman.  Here  the  Speaker  in* 
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formed  Ivlr.  Smith,  he  could  not  hear  him,  except  in  expla- 
nation merely. 

Mr.  Gra.ttak,  in  reply,  faid,  that  tlye  Right  Hon.  Mem- 
ber had  admitted  the  propriety  of  the  Amendment,  but  ob- 
jedls  to  t.he  adoption,  becaufe  it  would  be  a confelhon  of  the 
original  error  and  partiality  of  his  Refolution — the  fadt  of 
partiality  is  apparent  on  the  Face  of  the  Refoiutions,  whe- 
ther the  Member  adopts  the  Amendment  or  not,  but  if  he 
wifhes  to  avoid  the  furmife  of  the  intention  of  partiality,  he 
cannot  do  better  than  accede  to  an  Amendment,  which  makes 
his  Refolution  perfectly  impartial.  The  Member  will  not  lay 
that  every  thing  which  is  fixed  in  the  Meetings  of  Minifters 
is  to  be  adhered  to,  right  or  wrong,  as,  fiacred  and  inviolable, 
on  a point  of  pride,  lei!  they  fhould  make  a public  admilfion 
of  their  own  fallability  ; however,  the  Member  has  attempted 
to  object  to  the  Amendment,  after  having  admitted, its  pro- 
priety, as  going  into  the  detail  of  Infurgency  ; — his.  Refo- 
lution has  done  fo,  and  fince  lie  has  thought  proper  to  go 
into  the  detail,  he  fhould  have  taken  care  that  his  detail, 
fhoujd  have  been  accurate  ; — he  has  attempted  to  reduce. the 
Iqfurredtion  of  Ireland  under  cerrain  genufes,  and  one  ge- 
nus he  has  entirely  omitted — a genus  as  great  as  any  of  the 
others,  and  more  fuccefsful ; the  fame  omiflion  has  attended 
him  in  his  ftatement,  and. in  his  remedy  -but  a Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  has  faid,  the  hoftility  in  Armagh  does  go  to  the 
Government  indeed — the  perfecutipn,of  one  entire  deferip- 
tion  of  his  Majelly's  Subjects,  the  extermination  of  them — > 
the  rifing  up,  not  again!!  the  Houfes  of  certain  Individuals, 
but  of  a whole  tribe.  Does  the  Member  mean,  that  fuch 
an  offence  don't  affedl  the  Government  ? What  is  Treafon  ? 
Is  not  the  rifing  up,  and  levelling  Enclolures  or  Chapels  held 
to  be  High  Treafon  ? — the  extermination  of  his  Majeftv’s 
Eubjedts — what  is  that  — Don't  afiedt  the  Government, 
Gentlemen  fay  ? What,  putting  the  Subjed!  out  of  the  pro- 
tedfion  of  the  Law,  does  not  that  go  to  the  Government  ? 
Riot,  Rebellion,  Perfecution,  Malfacrq  a.nd  Extermination  ? 
— Thefe  unfortunate  people  emigrate,  and  carry  with  them 
their  Tales  of  Woe,  and  theiy  family  to  their  brothers  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  Kingdom — May  not  the  confequences  of 
that  go  to  the  Government,  and  every  perfon  inhabiting 
Catholic  Countries  ?— I muf!  own,  I know  of  no  Queftion 
which  does  fo  much  go  to  Government.  It  has  been  ob . 
jedted  to  this  Amendment,  that  it  makes  a religious  Dif- 
tindUon — the  contrary— the  Refoiutions  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Member  make  a religious  Diftindlion,  and  we  make  the  dis- 
covery ; — his  Refoiutions  omit  the  Outrages  committed 
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againft  Calholic3 — and  we  propofe  to  include  them;;  observing 
at  the  fame  time — that  fuch  a propofal  appears  fo  much  the 
more  neceftary,  from  what  fell  from  an  Honourable  Gentle- 
man, a Magiltrare  of  the  County  of  Armagh,  who  dilfent- 
ing  from  every  other  perfon,  has  fpoken  of  the  Ufe  of  what 
he  calls  Orange- boys,  of  the  fervices  rendered  by  thefe  Mur- 
derers—this  atrocious  Banditti,  the  Northern  Rebels,  whofc 
barbarity  exceeds  modern  times,  and  brings  back  the  recol- 
lection of  antient  ferocity  and  blocdfhed. — I a fk  Gent’emea 
who  have  heard  the  Magiflrate  apologize  for  fucli  Mur- 
derers, whether  the  encreafing  tlie  Power  of  the  Magiftracy 
will  be  of  itfeif  fufficient  to  redrefs  the  Sufferings  of  the 
Northern  Catholics  ? 

I muft  therefore  perfift  in  recommending  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  my  Amendments,  which,  if  he  perfifts  to 
refufe,  l mud:  fee  how  vain  it  is  for  me  to  move  them — la- 
menting at  the  fame  time,  that  he  fhould  have  loft  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fo  clearly  difplaying  what  I muft  prefume  he  wifhes 
—Impartiality  and  juftice. 

The  Attorney  General  prefented  the  Bill,  which  was 
read  a firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a fecond  time  next 
Day. 

The  Houfe  in  Committee  to  take  into  confideration  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  Meffage  of  yellerday,  re- 
commending a Grant  of  jT.\20Q  per  annum,  to  the  Earl  of 
Athione.  The  Committee  refolved  as  their  opinion,  that  a 
motion  fhould  be  made  to  the  Houfe,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill,  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  grant  the  fame. 

* 

Reported  forthwith,  and  Mr.  Pelham  having  made  a mo* 
tion  accordingly,  it  was  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

C 

Adjourned, 


Tuesday,  February  23,  1796. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of 
the  Commiftioners  of  Wide-ftreets,  refpecting  the  contrail 
made  between  them  and  Mr.  Henry  Ottiwrell,  fat  in  the  body 
of  the  Houfe,  and  proceeded  on  the  examination  of  Mr. 
Ottiwell,  and  on  the  queftion  being  put  to  hirn,  whether  he 
had  any,  or  what  partners,  at  the  time  he  fent  in  his  pro- 
pofals  to  the  Commiftioners  ? 
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Mr.  Ottiwell  fold,  that  for  the  reafons  ftated  in  his  petition 
to  the  Houfe,  he  mu  ft'  beg  leave  to  decline  anfwering  that 
queftion,  and  he  befeeched  the  Committee  not  to  prefs  on 
him  any  thing  further  on  that  fubjeft,  that  might  tend  to 
involve  him,  or  injure  his  property.  Mr.  Ottiwell  was  or- 
dered to  withdraw  ; and  a debate  of  feme  length  enfued,  on 
the  propriety  whether  Mr.  Ottiwell  (liould  an l we r that  quef- 
tion  or  not  ? and  on  the  queftion  being  put  by  the  Chairman, 
that  Mr.  Ottiwell  be  obliged  to  anfwer  the  queftion,  a dtvi- 
fion  took  place,  when  the  numbers  were 

For  Mr.  Otti well’s  anfvvering  the  queftion  19 

Againft  his  anfwering  - - * 60 

Ivfajority  - - 4l  ’ 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  next  Day, 

' * \ !•'!'*  I -•  C 

Dr.  Browne,  after  a fhort  preface,  hating  the  obje<5t  of 
the  Bill,  prefented  a Bill  for  the  encouragement  of  benefited 
Societies — which  was  read  a firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a fecond  time  this  day  fe’nnight,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

- ‘ 1 - • > % j • i { rl  O * ° A.  •>  i*  * 

The  Chancellor  of  die  Exchequer  moved,  that  it  be 
an  inftruftion  to  theaCommittee  on  the  Great  Money  Bill  to 
receive  a Ciaufe,  that  one  Shilling  be  paid  on  every  Entry 
made  on  the  Cuftom-houfe,  except  Port  Entries,  and  Entries 
on  Coals,  to  be  paid  to  the  Truftees  of  the  Royal  Exchange, 
to  be  applied  by  them  towards  defraying  the  expences  of 
building  the  intended  Commercial  Buildings — which  was 
ordered  accordingly. 

The  Attorney  General,  purfuant  to  leave  given, 
grounded  on  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  prefented  a Bill  for  more  effectually  fupprefiing  of 
InfurreCtions,  and  difturbances  of  the  public  Peace — -which 
was  read  a firft  time. 

He  then  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a fecond  time  on 
Thurfdav. 

Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  faid,  he  fhould  oppofe  the 
fecond  reading  of  this  Bill  either  on  Thurfday  or  at  any 
other  time.  The  Bill  appeared  to  him  a violent,  unneceffary, 
and  ufelefs  violation  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject — and  it 
was  alfo  one  of  the  mofl  vague  Bills  he  had  ever  heard  read 
in  Parliament — there  was  no  Man,  not  even  a Lawyer,  who 
could  attach  any  definite  meaning  to  the  phraze,  “ tumultuous 
which  occurred  frequently  in  the  Bill,  and  yet  to 
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s<  tumultuous  rift ngs'1  penalties  the  rnofl  feycre  were  attach - 

ed. 

The  Attorney  General  laid,  that  the  Bill  was  far  from 
being  a?  correCl  as  it  might  be — haying  beer,  dr^iwn  up  in  a 
hurry,  yet  the  noble  Lord  would  find  it  by  no  means  ,£0 
vague  as.  he  feemed  to  think- — the  expreihon  of ‘e  tumultuous 
Tirings51  was  one  of  which  every  Lawyer  had  an  accurate 
knowledge. 

After  fome  application  from  different  Gentlemen,  that  the 
fecond  reading  might  be  on  that  day  fe’nnight,  which  the 
Attorney  General  refilled,  dating  the  near  approach  of  the 
Affizes,  and  the  prefling  necedlty  which  exifted  for  the  Bill  ; 
tbe  fecond  reading  was  ordered  for  'l  hurfday  next. 

J * I ( * » * . - : 4 

Mr.  Secretary  Pelha?-i  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  a Copy  of 
a Treaty  made  between  his  Britannic  Majefiy  and  the  Em- 
peror, figned  at  Vienna— aifo  a Copy  of  a Treaty  made  be- 
tween his  Britannic  Majefiy  and  the  Emprefs  of  Puffia,  fign- 
ed at  Peterfburgh — and  likewife  a Copy  of  the  Ratification 
o;  a Treaty  made  between  his  Majefiy  and  the  United  States 
of  America  ; which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Houfe  refolved  inro  a Committee;  on  the  Great  Money 
Bill.  1:  :\  : ' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  called  the  attention 
of  Gentlemen  to  this  Bill — he  obferved,  there  were  only  two 
Claufes  likely  to  be  at  all  contefled — that  refpefling  the  new 
duty  on  Wines,  and  that  which  related  to  the  Paper  duty. 

If  any  Gentleman  had  any  objection  to  make  to  either,  he 
was  ready  to  hear,  and  would  endeavour  to  apfwer  it. 

Dr.  Browne  faid,  that  however  flrongly  he  might  approve 
of  the  principle  of  protecting  duties,  he  could  not  bring  him- 
feif  to  affent  to  the  propoled  duty  on  paper— for  that  duty 
amounted  nearly  to  a prohibition.  In  the  dearer  kinds  of 
paper,  the  duty  would  be  five  and  twenty  per  Cent,  on  the 
full  value,  and  in  the  cheaper  kinds,  it  would  be  notlefs  than 
H/t y.  per  Cent,  it  would  of  courfe  be  a prohibition  on  that 
fpecies  of  paper,  and  it  was  worth  attention,  that  it  was  of 
that  fpecies  of  paper  that  thefe  books  were  made,  which 
were  ufed  in  the  Education  of  the  Poor  ; — -the  duty,  there-  . 
fore  would  throw  an  alinofl  infuperable  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  popular  inftruClion — -an  object  which  it  was  now,  from 
the  exifting  circumliances,  more  neceffary  to  attend  to  than 
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<ryer.  Thefe  evils  were  not  merely  apprehended  as  likely  to 
happen  in  future,  they  had  already  been  actually  felt — and* 
at  this  moment  there  were  fome  of  the  moll  valuable  works, 
of  the  very  great, eft  utility,  which  were  fufpended  in  an  un- 
finiflied  Rate  from  vvant  of  paper,  to  complete  them — If  the 
duty  were  continued,  it  vyas  likely  that  thefe  works  would 
remain  unfiniihed — for  printing  is  as  a fpeculative  trade,  the 
fale  of  books  depending  in  a gieat  meafuie  on  the  calual  and 
changeful  tafte  of  the  public — If  therefore,  the  materials 
which  are  neceflary  to  the  Printer  were  railed  to  a high 
price,  he  would  be  little  inclined  to  venture  his  capital  in 
f peculation,  by  which  he  could  gain  little,  and  might  lole 
much — If  paper  were  a perfect  manufacture,  there  might  be 
fome  ihadow  of  argument  in  protecting  the  home  manufac- 
ture again  ft  the  foreign  one — but  unqueftionably  with  ref- 
peCt  to  the  Printer  and  Bookfeller,  paper  is  in  the  ftrictell 
ienfe  a raw  material,  For  other  reafons  he  hoped  the  Right 
lion.  Gentleman,  who  furely  could  not  wifh  for  fo  paltry  a 
Sum  as  this  duty  produced,  to  di  ft  refs  fo  ufefui  an  Ait, 
would  not  perfift  in  prefling  its  Tax. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchtcvufr  faid,  it  certainly 
could  not  be  his  objeCt  to  dfftrefs  any  manufacture,  but  it  was 
his  duty  to  combat  arguments,  which,  if  they  were  admitted 
in  one  inftance,  would  be  urged  in  every  inftance,  and  with 
equal  force.— -If  the  Printers  were  permitted  to  defeat  a 
duty,  becaufe  it  was  in  fome  degree  an  inconvenience  to 
them,  every  Tax  that  could  be  propofed  might  be  objeCied  to 
and  defeated  by  the  fame  argument,  for  there  could  not  be 
named  any  tax  which  mull  not  be  felt  as  an  inconvenience  by 
fome  fet  of  men  or  other— If  Gentlemen  continued  to  op- 
pofe  this  Tax,  they  would  do  well  to  preface  their  oppofition, 
cy  declaring  it  was  neceflary  lo  with-hold  the  Supplies,  and 
difband  the  Army — for  certainly  no  Supply  could  be  had, 
nor  any  Arrny  fupported,  if  the  Taxes  propofed  for  their 
maintainance  were  reftfted  at  one  time,  becaufe  they  affeCled 
the  poor,  at  another,  becaufe  they  leaned  on  manufactures. 
The  principal  argument  at  prefent  urged  againft  this  duty, 
feemed  to  be  a fufficient  fupply  of  Irilh  Paper  was  not  to  be 
had— the  Gentlemen  had  changed  their  ground,  for  when 
tjie  duty  was  firft  propofed,  it  was  objected  that  it  was  un- 
neceflary,  becaufe  very  little  Englifli  Paper  was  imported, 
the  Irilh  Manufacture  alone,  being  nearly  equal  to  the  con- 
fumpiion,  and  this  they  had  proved  by  lhewing  that  the 
amount  of  the  duty  for  a year,  was  only  ^'.239  The  truth 
was,  that  the  Tax  was  oppofed  only  becaufe  it  happened  to 
affeft  a fet  of  intelligent  men,  who  by  their  own  ingenuity. 
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and  that  of  their  friends,  were  enabled  to  make  the  moft  of 
their  cafe. 

Mr.  M'Namara  repeated  an  argument  for  the  duty,  which 
he  had  urged  on  a former  occafion — namely,  that  the  amount 
of  the  duty  on  a duodecimo  volume,  fold  for  3s.  3d.  was 
no  more  than  one  halfpenny-?— and  on  this  volume  the  Printer 
had  is.  yid.  clear  profit.  The  diminution  of  one  halfpenny 
from  this  profit,  was  the  word  that  could  happen  them,  even 
if  they  were  obliged  to  import— but  he  believed  that  that 
neceffity  did  not  exift,  and  was  authorized  by  the  paper 
manufacturers,  to  declare  that  they  were  ready  to  give  the 
Houfe  and  the  public,  every  reafonable  fatisfaftion,  that  if 
the  prefent  duty  was  continued,  they  would  not  raife  their 
prices  on  the  public. 

Dr.  Browne  replied,  that  in  anfwer  to  all  the  vague 
aficrtions  which  had  been  made  by  Gentlemen  of  this  fubjeCt, 
he  fhould  mention  one  faCl— it  was  this**— that  Mr.  Alderman 
Exfhaw  had  fome  time  fince  befpoke  60  Reams  of  Paperi- 
after  waiting  fix  weeks,  he  got  fixteen  Reams,  and  a decla- 
ration from  the  Paper-makers,  that  they  could  furnifh  him 
with  no  more — in  confequence  of  which,  his  Preffes  have 
been  lince  that  time  unemployed,  fn  anfwer  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  he  obferved,  that  the  Printer  and 
pookfeller  did  not  objeCi:  to  the  Tax,  but  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  propofed,- — For  inftance,  they  had  not  the  lead 
objection  that  the  Tax  fhould  be  laid  upon  writing-paper9 
becauie  in  that  article,  they  could  raife  the  price  on  the 
public  ; in  printed  books  this  could  not  be  fo  eafily  done, 
and  therefore  the  Tax  would  flop  the  progrefs  of  printing 
while  it  produced  to  the  Revenue  fcarcely  any  thing. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  no  doubt  but 
fehe  Printer  would  be  well  enough  pleafed  to  throw  the  bur- 
den from  himfelf  upon  him  who  fold  waiting-paper— becaufe 
men  generally  love  themfclvcs  better  than  their  neighbours  : 
this  however,  did  net  appear  to  him  to  be  an  argument  that 
ought  to  weigh  again#  the  Tax.  From  the  fmall  produce,  of 
Hhe  Tax,  he  inferred  it  could  not  be  very  injurious. 

Dr.  Browne  fhewed  that  both  thefe  arguments  of  the 
Chancellor  were  unfounded,  for  the  fame  man  who  printed 
and  fold  books,  alwrays  fold  writing-paper  alfo— and  with 
ffefpeft  to  the  fmail  produce  of  the  duty,  it  only  proved  that 
come  what  would,  the  public  would  not  import  Englifh  paper 
under  fo  high  a duty 
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Sir  L.  Parsons  wondered  that  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet 
could  attribute  to  Gentlemen  any  with  to  oppofe  the  Supply, 
or  any  Tax  neceffary  for  defraying  the  expences  of  Govern- 
ment— when  it  was  notorious,  that  with  a fcrupulous  delicacy 
they  had  avoided  even  the  fhadow  of  oppofition,  to  any  of 
the  1 axes  which  had  been  propofcd  except  this — a paltry 
duty  producing  not  ^.300  per  annum,  and  fo  loudly  cried 
out  again  it  by  every  man  concerned  in  the  manuiadlur^ 
which  it  affedted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  he 
could  not  deny  Gentlemen  had  acted  very  fairly  with  refpedt 
to  the  Supply  : — it  was  becaufe  he  fo  much  admired  that  con- 
dudf  in  them,  that  he  fo  much  lamented  their  departure  from 
it  in  the  prefent  inftance. 

The  paragraph  enadling  the  duty  was  then  read  and  agreed 
to,  without  any  further  remark. 

The  Committee  then  went  through  the  Bill,  which  is  to 
be  reported  to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  24,  1796. 

Tbe  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Ottiwell  bu- 
frnefs,  proceeded  to  examine  on  oath, 

Mr.  Farrel,  in  whofe  evidence  it  came  our,  that  he  learn- 
ed in  convcrfation  from  Mr.  Ottiwell  himfelf  on  a former 
occafion,  that  Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  was  connected  with  Mr. 
Ottiwell  in  this  tranfidlion — that  lie  had  been  bound  to  fe- 
crecy  by  Mr.  Ottiwell,  with  refpedt  to  this  communication, 
fo  long  as  the  i ntereft  of  his  idoufe  might  require  it,  but  no 
longer,  and  that  therefore  he  now  confidered  himfelf  a^fnee 
to  difclofe  that  fadt  without  violation  of  his  promife.  Much 
other  matter,  nqt  fo  immediately  relevant  to  the  fubjedt  of 
the  enquiry,  came  out,  which  it  is  not  neceffary  to  report. 

After  the  examination  of  Mr.  Farrel  was  clofed, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  faid,  that  though  he  believed  there 
was  no  gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  who  had  the  {lighted:  know- 
ledge of  his  charadter,  that  would  give  credit  to  any  evidence 
that  went  to  implicate  him  in  the  affair  of  Mr.  Ottiwell,  yet, 
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for  the  fatisfaflion  of  thofe  of  the  public,  who  did  not  know 
him,  he  wifhed  tQ  be  examined  on  Oath  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  M.  Be  res  ford  feconded  his  Hon.  Friend’s  requefl  ; 
k was  but  juftice  to  that  Member  to  give  him  an  opportunity 
to  vindicate  himfelf  from  the  charges  which  were  implied  in 
the  evidence  of  the  laft  witnefi.  His  Hon.  Friend  was  a man 
in  trade — a Banker — in  whofe  hands  the  money  of  very 
many  individuals  was  depofited  : if  it  fhould  come  to  be  ge- 
nerally believed,  that  he  ventured  the  property  of  thofe 
men  in  fpeculation,  the  conlequence  might  probabJy  be,,  that: 
in  the  courfe  of  the  week,  there  might  be  a Run  on  his  Bank 
which  would  materially  injure  him  ; and  fhould  his  Bank  be 
broken,  he  would  deferve  it,  if  the  charge  made  agairdlh\rrv 
were  true. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Be  res  ford  was  then  examined  on  Oath, 

A queftion  was  put  to  him  by  Mr.  M.  Be  res eord  in  pur- 
port as  follows  : 

“ Had  you  Sir,  any  concern  or  intereft  whatfoever,  di- 
retfly  or  indire&ly,  in  the  bargain  made  by  Mr.  H,  OttiwelJ 
with  the  Commiffioners  of  Wide-ftreets,  or  did  you  cxpeffc 
to  derive  any  advantage  of  any  kind  from  that  bargain 

Anf.  “ I had  not  any  concern  or  intereft  in  that  bargain, 
either  direftly  or  indirect y,  nor  did  I expect  to  derive  any 
advantage  from  it.  I did  not  ever  hear  of  Mr.  Ottiwell’s 
propofais,  until  I heard  it  mentioned  publicly  at  the  Board 
ot  Wide-ftreets.  On  the  night  before  the  day  on  which  it 
was-  pubFicly  read  at  the  Board,  Mr.  Ottiwell  did  come  to 
sjfi,  and  requeft  that  I fhould  attend  the  Board  on  the  foL. 
wwing  day,  becaufe  h<  had  a propofal  to  make,  which  he 
wifhed  fhould  be  decided  on  by  as  full  a Meeting  as  poffible  ; 
aut  the  nature  of  that  propolal,  he  did  not  mention  to  me  ; 
—with  ref  peer  to  his  partners,  I do  not,  nor  ever  did  know, 
-..ho  they  were.  Having  been  afked,  whether  I had  any. 
maeern.in  Mr.  Ottiwell’s  bargain,  I think  it  right  to  men- 
.-on,  that  l hold  from  him  under  that  bargain,  a lot  of 
gja.end,  on  w hich  the  Bank,  is  built,  for  which  I paid  forty 
liftings  per  foot;  and  two  other  lots  from  under  tenants  of 
VL.  Oiriweli,  fur  which  I pay  fifty  fbilJings  or  more  per 
Here  Mr.  Eeresford’s  examination  ended. 

Sir  j.  Bl-aquuke  moved  that  the  Committee  fhould.  ad- 

urn  to  another  room,  in  order /to  continue  their  fitting 
they  fhould  have  confidereuL  of.  Mr.  Farrell’s  evidence. 


DEBATES. 


225 

To  him  it  appeared  that  Mr.  F.  had  been  guilty  of  prevari- 
cation in  his  tellimony  before  the  Committee — that  he  had 
been  guilty  of  forgery  and  of  perjury,  and  therefore  he  thought 
the  Committee  fliould  confider  his  evidence  at  leifure,  and 
come  to  iomc  Refolution  thereon. 

Mr.  Maxwell  obferved,  that  he  had  not  heard  Mr.  F, 
deliver  his  teftimony,  but  he  had  heard  it  read,  and  it  did  not 
appear  to  him  that  on  the  face  of  the  minutes  there  appeared 
any  prevarication.  Unqueftionably  the  Hon.  Member  who  had 
Been  examined  after  Mr.  F.  had  fully  convinced  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  infinuations,  for  they  were  not  direCl  charges 
which  that  witnefs  had  made,  were  unfounded — yet  Ire 
thought  it  would  be  very  wrong,  if  a witnefs  who  came  for- 
ward and  gave  evidence  on  a fubjedt  of  popular  enquiry,  even 
Jtho’  that  evidence  were  prima  facie  unfounded,  fhould  have 
any  mark  of  cenfure  thrown  upon  him — it  would  rend  to  deter 
witneftes  in  future  from  giving  their  teftimony. 

Mr.  M.  Be  res  ford  agreed  that  no  notice  fhould  be  taken 
of  the  evidence  which  had  been  given,  and  his  reafon  was  this 
—that  in  the  courfe  of  Mr.  Farrell’s  evidence,  fome  things 
“had  come  out  which  he  and  other  gentlemen  intended  to  make 
a lubjett  of  enquiry  in  a Court  of  Juftice — he  therefore  wiilied 
that  no  opinion  of  the  Committee  .ihould  pre-judge  the  quef- 
tion. 

The  Debate  was  ended  by  an  obfervation  from  the  Speake  r, 
who  faid,  that  if  the  Committee  adjourned  ro  another  room, 
the  confequence  would  be,  that  the  Houfe  would  immediately 
lit,  and  he  would  of  courfe  be  obliged  to  fend  the  Mace  to 
command  the  attendance  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee. 

Committee  then  adjourned  to  next  day. 

Houfe  having  fat,  Mr.  Cooke  prefented  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Mutiny  Bill,  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to. 

The  Report  of  the  Great  Money  Bill,  on  which  it  had  been 
expe&ed  that  the  Paper  Duty  would  have  heen  contefted,  wa* 
read  and  agreed  to,  without  any  oppofitiun. 

Mr.  Commifiioner  Be  resf ord  gave  notice,  that  he  would 
on  a convenient  day,  not  far  diftant,  move  that  the  Report  of 
a Committee,  which  had  been  appointed  in  the  courfe  of  the 
Scflion,  to  inquire  into  the  encreafed  eRpence  of  c'o lie'll- 
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ing  the  Revenue,  and  into  the  caufes  of  that  encreafe,”  iliould 
be  re-committed.~ Of  that  Report,  he  fhould  not  now  fay 
much — he  fhould  concent  himfelf  with  obferving.  that  the 
Committee  had  enumerated  ail  the  Items  of  encreafed  expence, 
but  they  had  not  thought  proper  to  fay  a (ingle  word  upon  the 
other  part  of  the  fubjed  they  had  been  appointed  to  enquire 
into,  namely  the  caufes  of  the  encreafe. — For  this  reafon,  he 
thought  their  Report  defective,  and  that  is  ought  to  be  reconfi- 
dered.  He  would  have  brought  forward  this  motion  before, 
but  that  he  had  been  waiting  to  fee  in  the  Houfe,  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  was  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  and  who 
had  not  yet  appeared  in  his  Place  this  Seflion. 

Mr.  Corry  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill  to  explain 
and  amend  an  Ad  made  in  the  19th  year  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jelly,  entitled  an  Ad  for  the  bettef  regulation  of  the  Silk 
Manuiadure.— Leave  given. 

Houfe  in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  a new  Duty 
cf  One  Shilling  each,  on  Civil  Bill  Proceifes — which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Committee  reported— “Report  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  Stamp  Duty  Bill  was  introduced  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  read  a firft  time. 

Several  Orders  of  the  Day  were  then  gone  through  without 
any  debate— and  the  Houfe  adjourned  to  next  day. 


Thursday,  February  25,  1796. 

On  the  Queftion  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Infurredion 
Bill, 

Sir  L.  Parsons  obferved,  as  this  appeared  theproper  time 
for  fpeaking  10  the  Principle  of  this  Bill,  he  would  trouble  the 
Houfe  on  that  fubjed  for  a fhort  time. — He  did  not  mean  to 
oppofe  tiie  fecond  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  he  meant  to  (fate 
generally  Iuch  objedions  as  occurred  to  Ills,  mind  both  againff 
the  Bill  itfelf,  and  the.  mode  in  which  it  had  been  introduced. 
— Fir  ft  then  he  thought  that  the  Bill  fo  fevere  in  its  nature, 
iliould  have  been  preceded  by  Come  Meafure  which  would 
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evince  the  difpofltion  of  the  Houfe,  to  attend  as  well  to  the 
Sufferings  as  the  Offences  of  the  People — If  the  defign  was  to 
tranquilize  the  Country,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  was 
fincerely  the  object  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
introduced  the  Bill,  it  would  have  been  right  firft  to  have  en- 
quired into  the  Caufe  of  the  Difturbances,  before  fevere  Mea- 
fures  were  taken  to  reprefs  them — if  the  Root  of  the  Evil  were 
once  come  at,  the  Evii  itfelf  would  have  been  eafily  removed 
—but  by  applying  merely  to  the  effect,  the  Caufe  of  the  Evil 
is  left  untouched,  and  the  confequence  would  be,  that  it  would 
continue  to  germinate  new  Evils. — He  was  willing  to  admit, 
that  the  ffluation  of  the  Country  was  rather  improved— but 
who  would  deny  that  the  Peafantry  of  Ireland  were  ftill  mifer- 
able  to  a very  great  degree.* — Let  Gentlemen  enter  into  the 
Cabin  of  an  Iriffi  Labourer,  and  fee  it  without  a Chimney, 
often  without  Fire,  and  fometimes  without  Food — and  then 
compare  his  ffate  with  the  affluence,  the  elegance,  and  the 
pomp,  with  which  the  cafual  circumffances  of  birth  furround 
them. — Let  them  when  they  have  made  this  comparifon,  then 
alk  themfelves  whether  it  does  not  require  fome  ftrength  of 
reafon,  and  fome  fubtlety  of  argument,  to  fhew  that  the  Dis- 
orders of  the  Poor  admit  of  no  extenuation' — If  Gentlemen  with 
their  enlightened  underffandings,  and  all  the  afflftance  which 
education,  and  a wide  view  of  human  Life  fur nilli  them  with, 
find  fome  difficulty  in  proving,  that  the  poor  Man  ought  not 
to  feel  the  gnawing  of  difeontent— will  they  not  be  apt  to  look 
back  with  commiferation  on  the  error  of  him,  who,  deffitutc 
of  education,  and  fhut  out  from  all  the  Aids  which  fupporc 
and  ffrengthen  the  Reafon  of  Man,  and  labouring  under  the 
preffure  of  the  moll  atffidling  poverty,  is  prompted  by  his  ig- 
norance, working  on  his  fufferings,  to  a£t  wrong  ?— The  frith 
Peafant  is  not  in  the  fame  circumffances  as  the  Laplander,  who, 
though  he  feels  perhaps  mifery  as  great,  is  yet  not  tempted  to 
murmur  by  the  near  neighbourhood  of  pride  and  affluence, 
which  continually  holds  up  to  the  Iriffi  Peafant,  a piflure  o€ 

his  fuffering,  made  blacker  by  the  contrail. The  Laplander 

fees  none  but  Inns  like  his  own,  and  fufferings  as  fevere  as  his  * 
but  the  Iriffi  hovel  is  built  within  light  of  a Palace,  and  he 
who  from  day  to  day  labours  in  poverty*  beholds  every  hour 
affluence  lolling  in  her  Chariot,  and  ftudicus  only  how  to 
create  new  fources  of  enjoyment.  Why  did  he'  mention  this  ? 

* — To  fuggeft  to  the  mind  of  Hon.  Gentlemen,  an  argument 
to  mitigate  the  angry  emotions,  which  no  doubt  they  muff  feel, 
when  confidering  the  Offences  which  this  Bill  was  meant  to 
prevent — he  wifficd  Gentlemen  to  foften  a little,  when  they 
were  debating  on  Crimes,  which,  however  unjuffifiable  in  them** 
fel  ves,  yet  might  find  in  Pity,  and  the  Loft  Feelings  uf  Hum*- 
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ftity,  forhe  arguments  of  extenuation — Tn  doing  this,  he  hoped 
no  Man  would  impute  to  him,  any  wifli  to  inflame  the  popular 
mind,  or  to  embarrafs  his  Majefty’s  Government.  From  the 
commencement  of  the  Seflion,  to  that  hour,  he  had  nor  brought 
forward  any  fubjeft  of  complaint,  nor  had  he  oppofed  any 
Tax  propofed  for  the  Security  of  the  State,  or  the  Expence  of 
the  War-— he  had  conducted  himfelf  with  a fcrupulous  deli- 
cacy in  this  refpeCt,  and  therefore  he  hoped,  that  in  what  he 
fhould  fay  on  this  occalion,  he  fhould  be  confldered  as  aCting 
only  according  to  the  dictate  of  his  cOnfcience,  in  what  he 
confldered  one  of  the  moll  important  ACts  of  Legiflation,  which 
the  Houfe  had  ever  exe rcifed . With  refpeCt  to  the  Hill  itfelf, 
he  thought  it  was  nnneceflarily  fevere— that  it  was  a ufelefs 
Violation  of  the  flrft  Principles  of  the  Conflimtion,  and  that 
inflead  of  doing  fefvice,  it  was  likely  to  produce  a contrary 
effeCt— he  knew  the  country  gentlemen  of  Ireland  well — he 
foved  them— and  throughout  thi$  Seflion,  he  had  in  a great 
meafure  regulated  his  opinion  by  their’s— he  could  never  be- 
lieve that  they  would  fupport  this  Bill,  if  they  faw  it  in  the 
true  point  of  view— he  could  not'  bring  himfelf  to  think  that 
fhey  wifhed  to  drive  the  Chariot  Wheels  over  the  Necks  of  the 
Poor— they  wifhed  only  to  reftore  tranquillity,  and  to  preferve 
the  Peace  of  Ireland,  and  certainly  they  would  not  furrender 
the  eft/bliiTied  Conflitution  as  an  experiment.  The  Bill,  by 
enabling  the  Magiftra’cy  to  fend  out  of  the  Kingdom  any  Man 
they  might  think  guilty,  enaCted,  in  faCL  a furrender  of  the 
Conflitution,  and  inflead  of  refloring  tranquillity,  would  aggra- 
vate the  diforder.  It  was  a peculiar  quality  of  the  common 
people  of  Ireland,  that  they  communicated  quickly  and  rapidly 
rheir  pleafures  and  their  difcontenrs.  By  this  Bill,  if  it  palled, 
and  if  Men  were  fent  out  of  the  Kingdom  by  its  operation  with- 
out Trial,  the  common  feeling  wou^d  be,  that  the  Men  fo  trans- 
ported were  innocent— and  therefore  inflead  of  quieting  the 
difcontent  of  the  people,  it  would  afford  a new  topic  for  mur- 
mur.— If,  on  the  contrary,  the  Men  io  punifhed  ha'd  bCen'  con- 
victed by  a Jury — if  they  were  punifhed  for  crimes  fully  proved 
in  an  open  Court  of  Juftice,  the  punifhment  would  operate  as 
a falutary  example — and  if  Sedition  fhould  murmur  at  their 
Fate,  rhe  good  fenfe  of  the  people  would  dif  egard  its  iAfl- 
rmation.  The  evil  confequences  of  this  Bill,  would  extend 
beyond  rhe  prefcni  time  ; for  the  common  people  of  Ireland 
were  remarks b’e  for  a tenacious  Remembrance  of  Injuries— he 
inftanced  the  affair  of  the  Regiment  railed  in  Ireland,  princi- 
pally in  the  Metropolis,  in  the  laft  War — they  were  called  the 
Green  Linnets.  Thefe  men  had  been  enbfled  under  a promife 
that  thev  fhould  not  be  font  out  of  the  Kingdom— but  when 
the  Regiment  was  completed,  the  Officers  cook  an  opportunity 
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one  Evening  of  fecuring  and  confining  the  whole  ot  them,  and 
embarking  them  in  the  Morning  for  America.  After  a lapfe  of 
feveral  years,  the  People  of  Ireland  remembered  this  Fraud  fo 
well,  that  it  was  a very  great  impediment  in  the  beginning  to 
the  recruiting  of  the  Militia.  In  his  opinion  a little  encreafed 
exertion  in  the  Magiftracy,  would  be  fufficient  to  reprefs  the 
exifting  diforders— -and  this  opinion  was  corroborated  by  that 
of  a celebrated  Writer,  whofe  Works  he  believed  every  gen- 
tleman who  heard  him  had  read,  Dr.  Young’s  Tour— it  was 
ftrengthened  alfo  by  experience — for  in  Limerick,  which  two 
years  ago  was  in  a moll  diforderly  (late  indeed,  the  exertions 
of  the  Magiftracy  had  reftored  tranquillity,  and  fin ce  prefer ved 
it ; the  iame  was  the  cafe  of  the  County  of  Louth,  and  of  the 
Queen’s  County. — But  if  fome  new  Mealures  fhould  be  thought 
neceffary,  he  would  propofe  an  encreafe  of  the  number  of 
Conftables,  and  perhaps  in  addition  to  that,  the  expenditure  of 
a Sum  of  Money  by  the  Magiftracy,  for  procuring  Intelligence 
of  Offenders  ; — this  Scheme  had  already  been  tried  and  had 
been  found  mod  effe&ual. 

One  regulation  of  the  Bill  he  heartily  approved  cf — he  meant 
that  by  which  the  written  Deposition  of  a murdered  Witnefs 
was  made  good  Evidence  to  go  to  a Jury— it  was  not  only  a 
meafure  which  feemed  fitted  for  the  prefent  times,  but  was  a 
good  regulation  for  futurity.  He  did  not  indeed  think,  there 
was  any  peculiar  circumftance  connected  with  the  prefent  times, 
which  made  this  regulation  peculiarly  neceffary  now  ; he 
agreed  to  it  only,  becaufe  it  feemed  to  be  founded  in  Juftice, 
and  evidently  ufeful  ; — he  did  not  believe  that  there  was  a 
greater  aptitude  in  the  Defenders,  or  in  any  Body  of  Men  to 
murder  Witneffes  than  there  formerly  was — for  every  body 
muft  remember  many  inftanccs  of  Witneffes  being  murdered  in 
former  times,  before  Defenders  were  known,  as  well  as  at  pre- 
fent ; and  he  mentioned  the  inftance  of  Newell  the  hougher, 
who,  after  being  confined  in  Maryborough  Gaol,  to  fcrcen  him 
as  an  Evidence,  was  poifoned  in  the  Gaol. 

He  then  recurred  again  to  that  part  of  the  Bill  which  gave 
a Power  of  Tranfportatiun  to  Magiftrates,  without  Trial  by 
Jury — he  again  declared,  that  to  that  Principle,  he  would  never 
agree— and  fhewed  that  the  bell  Writers  on  Englifh  Law-,  had* 
declared  a furrender  of  the  Trial  by  Jury,  to  be  a forerunnet; 
of  Arbitrary  Monarchy.  He  read  from  Elackftone,  in  fupport 
of  th  is  opinion,  the  following  Paffage 

“ Of  great  importance  to  the  public,  is  the  prefervation  of 
this  Liberty  : for  if  once  it  were  left  in  the  Power  of  any,  the 
higbeft,  Magiftrate  to  imprifon  arbitrarily,  whomever  he  or 
his  Officers  thought  proper,  (as  in  France  it  is  daily  pra&ifed 
by  the  Crown)  there  would  foon  be  an  end  of  all  other  Rights 
Vol.  XVI.  K 


and  Immunities.  - Some  have  thought  that  unjuft  attacks , even 
upon  Lite  or  Property,  at  the  arbitrary  Will  of  the  Magiftrate, 
are  lefs  dangerous  to  the  Common  Wealth,  than  fuch  as  are 
made  upon  the  perfonal  Liberty  of  the  Subject. — To  bereave  a 
Man  of  Life,  or  by  violence  conhfcate  his  Eflate,  without  ac- 
culation  or  trial,  would  be  fo  grols  and  notorious  an  Aft  of 
Defporifm,  a=  mu  ft  at  once  convey  the  alarm  of  tyranny 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom.  But  confinement  of  the  Per- 
fon,  by  fecretly  hurrying  him  to  gaA  (and  how  much  more 
tranfporting  him  out  of  the  kingdom)  where  his  fufferings  are 
unknowm  and  forgotten — is  a lefs  public,  a lefs  ftriking,  and 
therefore  a more  dangerous  engine  of  arbitrary  Government. 
And  yet  fometimes,  when  the  State  is  in  real  danger,  even  this 
may  be  a neceflary  meafure,  (that  is  confinement  in  gaol,  but 
not  tranfportation.)  But  the  fiappintfs  of  our  Conftitution  is, 
that  it  is  not  left  to  the  Executive  Power,  to  determine  when 
the  danger  of  the  State  is  fo  great,  as  to  render  this  meafure 
expedient.- — For  the  Parliament  only,  or  the  Legifiative  Power, 
whenever  it  fees  proper,  can  authorize  the  Crown  by  fulpend- 
ing  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  for  a fliort  and  limited  time- — to  do 
what  ? not  to  tranfpon  but  to  imprjfon  fufpefted  perfons  with- 
out  giving  a reafon  For  fo  doing; 

“ No  power  on  earth,  except  the  authcjnty  of  Parliament, 
can  fend  any  Subjtft  of  England  out  of  the  Land  againft  his 
Will,  no,  not  even  a Criminal. — The  great  Charter  declares, 
that  no  Freeman  ihall  be  banifhed,  unlefs  by  the  Judgement  of 
h:$  Peers,  or  by  the  Law  of  the  Land. 

“ The  Law  is  in  this  refpeft  fo  benignly  and  liberally  con- 
firmed for  the  benefit  of  the  Subject,  that,  though  within  the 
Realm,  the  King  may  command  the  attendance  and  fervice  of 
all  his  liege  Men,  yet  he  cannot  ferid  any  Man  out  of  the  Realm, 
even  upon  the  public  Service.” 

Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  moft  re fpe stable  Writer  on  the 
English  Lav/.  What  pretext  had  the  Houfe  to  aft  in  direft 
oppofnion  to  this  opinion  ? What  pretence  had  the  Country 
Gentlemen  of  Ireland,  for  furrendering  the  Rights  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  Ireland?  Why  fhould,  they  give  up  what  the  Barons 
fought  for  at  Runnimede,  and  remove  at  one  Blow,  the  ac- 
knowledged  foundation  of  all  our  Liberties  ? Was  it  that 
furies  were  become  corrupt,  and  would  no  longer  do  their 
duty  '?-*- No  fuc h thing.  The  Judges  who  went  Circuit  through 
the  Country,  would  inform  Gentlemen  if  they  had  any  doubt 
on  the  fubjeft,  that  the  juries  were  fufficiently  ready  to  con-‘ 
vift  on  fair  Evidence.  In  God’s  Name,  then,  why  take  this 
dangerous,  this  defperate  Meafure?  For  himfelf,  he  never 
would  agree  to  it.  He  would'  not,  in  a time  of  difeontenr, 
give  the  public  ftill  more  caufe  for  murmuring,  nor  give  Often-. 
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ders,  when  brought  within  the  Reach  of  Judice,  an  opportu- 
nity to  fay,  that  they  were  fuffering  only  by  an  arbitrary  and 
tyrannic  Law.  If  this  Law  would  probably  be  a caufe  of  dil- 
content  to  every  quarter  of  the  Country,  how  much  m.ore  fo, 
mult  it  be  in  the  County  of  Armagh.  In  chat  County  it  had  > 
been  proved  on  Oath,  that  feveral  MagiftrareS  refufed  to 
take  the  examination  of  the  injured  Catholics.  By  fome 
of  thofe  Magiftrates,  they  had  been  mod  cruelly  perfeemed— 
others  would  hear  them  only  out  of  the  window,  and  fome 
actually  turned  them  from  their  doors  with  threats. — If  fuch 
men  were  entrufted  with  a Power  of  tranfporting  men  at  plea- 
fure,  what  was  there  to  be  expected,  but  the  mod  grofs  and 
flagrant  violations  of  Judice  ? After  expatiating  for  fome  time 
on  this  fubjeft  with  a great  deal  of  earneftnefs,  he  concluded  a ve- 
ry able  Speech,  by  recommending  it  to  gentlemen,  if  they  perfe- 
vered  in  this  Meafure,  that  they  would  at  lead  remember  that 
the  Country  was  now  engaged  in  a War,  of  which  the  wifeft 
among  them  could  not  forefee  the  event— that  a great  part  of 
the  able  and  young  in  the  Country,  were  now  engaged  in  guilt, 
which  this  Adt  would  make  capital— that  it  might  foon  become 
necelTary  to  apply  to  thofe  very  perfons  for  fafety,  againd  a 
powerful  Foe,  and  that  therefore  it  would  be  wife  to  introduce 
fome  Claufe  of  Amnedy  for  pad  Offences,  not  including  Mur- 
ders : — to  neglect  fuch  a Claufe,  would  be  to  reduce  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Peafantry  of  Ireland  to  the  alternative  of  either 
perfiding  in  Guilt  and  Treafon,  or  fubmitting  to  the  Halter. 

Mr.  Cubfe  could  fcarcely  believe  that  his  Hon.  Friend 
could  utter  fuch  fentiments  as  he  had  juft  heard.  Though  but 
little  in  the  habit  of  troubling  the  Houfe,  he  could  not  help 
expreffing  on  the  orefent  occafion,  his  ftrong  difapprobation, 
he  might  fay  indignation,  at  the  Speech  of  the  Hon.  Baronet,, 
The  Hon.  Baronet  had  taken  up  precifely  thofe  two  topics, 
which  of  all  others,  it  was  mod  mifehievous  to  difeufs,  and  had 
difculfed  them  in  fuch  a manner  as  was  bed  fitted  to  make  them 
the  mod  mifehievous.  He  had  in  the  fird  indance  difplayed 
and  exaggerated  the  wretchednefs  of  the  Peafantry  ; and  in 
the  fecond,  he  had  talked  of  allowance  for  their  Crimes,  and 
indulgence  for  their  Treafon.  With  refpedt  to  the  fird  of 
thefe,  the  wretchednefs  of  the  Peafant — he  was  furc  his  Hon. 
Friend  mud  have  had  fome  foundation  for  what  be  advanced, 
but  he  was  fure  that  in  its  full, extent,  what  he  had  dated  on 
that  fubjedt  was  not  true.  No  man  ir  that  Houfe  had  a more 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  Peafantry  than  he— he  had  been  in 
their  cabins,  and  though  he  could  not  fay  that  they  were  very 
good  houfes,  he  could  yet  fafely  fay  that  they  were  not  fo  very. 
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bad  as  they  were  reprefented.  The  Irifli  cabin  had  not  per- 
haps as  good  a chimney  as  that  of  an  Engliih  Farmer,  but  the 
reafon  was,  that  the  lrifhman  did  not  like  fuch  a chimney. 
The  Irifli  Peafant,  he  meant  the  Peafant  in  his  part  of  the 
Country,  was  not,  as  he  was  reprefented,  deftitute  of  Fuel — • 
he  had  abundance  of  very  good  fuel  ; and  as  to  provifion,  if 
he  did  not  eat  much  animal  food,  he  had  at  leaft  more  than  a 
fufficieilcy  of  potatoes  and  of  milk,  which  appeared  by  the 
athletic  perfon  and  healthful  vigour  of  the  lrifhman,  to  be 
equally  wholefome  and  nutritious.  Such  was,  in  the  county 
which  he  reprefented,  the  Irifli  Peafantry,  among  whom  he 
expended  whatever  he  derived  from  his  Land,  and  of  whom 
he  every  day  had  one  hundred  in  employ.  And  what  were  the 
crimes  for  which  the  Hon.  Baronet  folicited  the  Humanity  of 
the  Houfe  for  indulgence  ? Murder,  Rapine,  Infurre&ion  and 
Treafon  ! Crimes  at  which  humanity  ihudders,  and  which 
humanity  therefore  could  not  indulge.  Such  addreffes,  there- 
fore, to  the  Houfe,  and  which  would  ultimately  find  their  way 
to  the  public,  could  be  productive  of  no  effect,  but  that  of 
promoting  the  deluded  Offenders  to  accelerate  their  progrefs  to 
the  Gallows.  Blackftone  had  been  quoted  to  prove  what  no 
man  denied,  the  excellence  of  the  Trial  by  Jury — but  no. man 
however  attached  to  that  excellent  inftitution,  not  even  Black- 
ftone  himfclf,  would  deny  that,  in  a time  of  prefling  danger, 
when  an  almoft  univerfal  Confpiracy  exiffed  throughout  the 
I. and,  even  this  excellent  inftitution  might  not  fufter  a tempo- 
rary fufpenfion,  not  only  without  danger  to  Liberty,  but  for 
the  Salvation  of  it.  Blackftone’s  doCtrine  was  calculated  for 
quiet  time-s,  but  could  not  prove  that  the  tedious,  though  con- 
fluotional  mode  of  Trial  by  Jury,  fhould  be  pertinacioufly  ad- 
hered to,  when  Law,  Liberty  and  Conflitution,  were  on  the 
verge  of  annihilation  from  Confpiracy  and  Treafon.— -The 
Hon.  Baronet  had  introduced  the  affair  of  Armagh— and  hinted 
his  fears,  that  in  that  County  particularly,  this  Law  would  be 
jnifehievous.  He  faw  no  reafon  why  a Meafure  calculated  to 
reprefs  Difturbance  in  one  County,  wotild  not  have  equal  effi- 
cacy in  another.  For  his  part,  he  believed  this  Bill  to  be  cal- 
culated for  the  North  as  well  as  the  South,  the  Eaft,  and  the 
Weft,  and  therefore  it  had  his  hearty  concurrence. 

Colonel  Ste wa rt  lament**!  much,  that  the  Hon.  Baronet 
Lad  ventured  to  deliver  a Speech  which  was  fo  likely  to  do 
mifehief.  It  was  certainly  unnectffary  for  the  Hon.  Baronet  to 
take  fo  much  pains  as  he  had  done,  in  eftablifbing  the  purity 
of  his  own  intentions  ; every  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  and 
'fpiffelf  in  particular,  knew7  the1/  were  as  pure  as  his  abilities 
eminent.  But  whutfoever  might  be  the  merit  of  his  de- 
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fign,  the  certain  tendency  of  his  language  was  to  aggravate  the 
evils,  of  which  all  complained.  When  the  Hon.  Baronet  ap- 
pealed to  the  Compallion  of  the  Houfe,  the  Appeal  Was  found- 
ed on  the  Idea,  that  the  Legiflature  was  acting  without  regard 
to  that  Feeling.  Every  Legiflature  he  hoped,  felt  compaffmn 
for  the  Calamities  of  the  Poor — but  irt  every  Country  there 
muff  be  poor,  and  in  every  Country  the  Poor  muff  feci  Cala- 
mities, to  which  Legiflature  can  apply  no  remedy.  To  call  on 
their  companion,  therefore,  in  cafes  where  companion  could 
produce  no  effect,  was  to  encreafe  mifery  by  encreafing  dif- 
contenr.  Vague  declamation  painting  the  wretchednefs  of  the 
Poor  in  an  exaggerated  form,  was  always  moll  mifchievous— 
and  he  lamented  it  was  become  ahnofi  a daily  practice,  to  ex- 
hibit fuch  pictures  to  the  public  obfervation.  At  an  early 
period  of  the  Seflion,  an  Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
occupied  the  Houfe  for  feveral  hours,  with  a motion  to  enquire 
into  the  Diffreffes  of  the  Poor — this  was  an  admirable  vehicle 
for  conveying  to  the  Ear  of  Difcontenc,  every  thing  which 
could  exafperare  the  real  evils  which  were  fuffered  by  the 
poor,  and  excite  imaginary  calamities — -yet  when  this  motion 
had  produced  its  effect,  by  calling  forth  a florid  defcription  of 
every  aggravating  circumftance,  he  put  it  to  the  Hon.  and 
learned  Member,  to  Hate  fome  fpecific  meafure  of  redrefs  $ 
and  what  was  the  confequence  ? Neither  that  Hon.  Gentleman 
nor  any  other  Gentleman  had  thought  proper,  or  were  able  to 
fuggell  any  thing  which  was  in  any  degree  likely  to  remove  or 
to  alleviate  the  mifehiefs  they  had  fo  pathetically  deferibed. 
When  any  meafures  were  propofed  which  appeared  likely  to 
"benefit  the  poor,  the  Houfe  always  were  prompt  to  adopt 
them. — When  an  honourable  and  learned  Member  [Dr.  Browne] 
_ fome  days  ago,  propofed  a meafure  of  this  nature — the  Friendly 
Society  Bill — what  were  the  feelings  of  Gentlemen  ? Did  not 
the  Houfe,  and  did  not  Adminiftration  adopt  it  with  every 
poflible  mark  of  favour  and  fupport  ? So  would  they  do  with 
every  meafure  calculated  to  remedv  the  evils  under  which  the 
poor  laboured,  while  every  man  in  and  our  of  the  Houfe  mufl: 
difapprove  of  that  declamation,  which  without  a pofiibilitv  of 
doing  good,  was  certain  of  doing  mifehief,  by  holding  up  to 
difaffection  and  fedition,  an  over-charged  pi&ure  of  imaginary 
calamities,  by  which  the  feelings  of  the  multitude  might  be 
excited  to  difeontent,  and  roufed  to  infurredion.  The  Hon. 
Baronet  had  alluded  to  the  affair  of  the  Green-boys.— He 
fcarcely  knew  what  ufe  the  Hon.  Bironet  could  make  of  that 
llory,  if  it  were  not  to  raiie  or  to  perpetuate  a fufpicion  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  againff  thofe  who  were  engaged  ir* 
recruiting  his  Majefty’s  Forces.  Whether  the  fad  itfelf  were 
true  or  falfe,  and  he  could  not  fay  any  thing  of  its  truth  o' 
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falfehood,  it  was  reprobated  by  all  who  heard  it,  and  it  waq 
therefore  not  neceilhry,  at  lead  it  could  not  be  ufeful,  to  re- 
peat the  ftory.' — The  exiding  Laws,  the  Hon.  Baronet  had 
aderred,  were  already  adequate  to  reprefs  or  to  punifti  Infur- 
reCtion — if  they  were,  he  would  alk  why  then  had  Injurreciion 
encreafed  from  fmall  beginnings,  to  fuch  alarming  magnitude, 
as  now.  prefented  itfelf,  and  threatened  not  the  Conditution 
only,  but  the  Property  and  the  Life  of  every  Individual  ? The 
regulations  which  the  Hon.  Baronet  had  fug  ceded,  he  did  not 
think  were  likely  to  be  effectual,  and  yet  ne  thought  it  did, 
credit  to  the  Hon.  Baronet  to  fugged  them,  becaufe  it  was  the 
duty  of  every  Gentleman  on  fuch  a fubjeCt  as  this,  to  date 
whatever  occurred  to  him,  as  likely  to  meet  the  evil.  The 
encreafe  of  Condables,  the  Hon.  Baronet  had  mentioned,  as 
one  mode  of  preventing  InfurreCtion— that  it  was  a remedy  nor, 
adequate  to  the  evil,  was  proved  by  experience — for  in  feveral 
Counties  there  had  been  an  Augmentation  of  Condables  in 
confequence  of  the  Police  Law,  and  yet  in  thefe  Counties,  it 
was  foynd  that  InfurreCtion  was  as  prevalent  as  in  any  others  : 
— fecret  adociations  to  procure  information  for  money  againd 
Offenders,  was  another  remedy  equally  inadequate,  though 
poffibly  it  might  ha fomc  effeCt,— »it  was  inadequate,  becaufe 
profeffional  Advocates  raifed  an  infuperable  objection  to  the 
Tedimony  of  a Witnefs,  from  his  having  received  money  for 
Ills  evidence;  and  if  information  of  Offenders  were  to  be  given, 
without  evidence  to  convict,  what  ufe  could  be  made  of  it  ? 
On  the  excellence  of  the  Trial  by  Jury,  his  Hon.  Friend’s  ob~ 
fervatiqn  had  more  weight,  becaufe  he  was  fupported  in  that 
DoCtrine  by  the  great  Principle  of  the  Conditurion,  and  the 
high  Authority  of  the  abled  Writers-— but  the  doctrine  and  the 
authority  were,  as  had  been, already  obferved,  applicable  only 
to  peaceable  times,  and  it  could  not  be  ferioufly  contended, 
that  in  times  like  the  prefeot,  when  a Confpiracy  exided  in  the 
Country,  fo  organized,  that  it  had  found  ways  effectually  to 
elude  the  ordinary  Procefs  of  Judice,  and  to  efcape  from  the 
Punifhments  of  Law,  by  preventing  the  delivery  of  evidence— 
it  could  not  ferioudy  be  contended,  that  in  fuch  circumdances, 
conviction  hy  a Jury  fhouid  dill  be  made  to  precede  punifh- 
ment,  for  crimes  of  which  no  man  could  doubt  the  exidence, 
though  no  man  could  expeCt  to  obtain  the  ordinary  proof.  The 
Trial  by  fury,  could  not  be  obtained  without  attending  to  all 
“he  technicalities  of  Law— and  every  one  knew  how  many  de- 
lays it  was  in  the  power  of  an  ingenious  advocate  to  throw  in 
the  way  of  conviction.  In  the  metropolis,  the  Courts  of  Judice 
v’ere  now  employed  in  Trials  for  High  Treafon,  and  it  was 
hound,  that  though  there  wras  but  a lingle  evidence  to  adduce 
tor  the  Crown.,  and  none  for  the  Priioner,  vet  the  Trial  gene- 
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rally  took  up  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  hours.  Was  it  practi- 
cable to  purine  this  mode  of  Trial  in  a Country  where  an  In- 
furrcCtion  actually  exifted,  and  where  there  were  above  twenty 
culprits  to  be  tried  at  one  rime. — Such  had  been  the  humanity 
of  the  Law,  calculated  for.  times  of  peace,  when  the  impunity 
of  the  offender  did  not  threaten  the  Subverfion  of  the  Stare, 
that  bv  the  helps  it  afforded  to  the  prifoner,  the  chance  wao 
five  to  one  he  would  efcape,  though  guilty  ; and  fuch  was  the 
cafualty  which  in  a conoid  of  force  directed  the  bullet  of  the 
Soldier,  that  ir  was  twenty  to  one  it  would  not  reach  the 
Bread;  of  the  Infurgenr.  With  fuch  chances  of  efcape,  the 
difeontented  man  would  venture  on  treafon,  and  weigh  the 
probable  advantages  which  he  might  derive  from  fuccds, 
againft  the  uncertainty  of  purvUvnenr.  But  if  the  exigencies 
of  the  times  were  fuch  as  to  jullily  a te.mp  n afy  departure  from 
a Principle  of  the  Conftirution,  let  Gentlemen  now  ednfider 
how  far  the  prefent  Bill  departed  from  that  Principle.  It  pro- 
pofed  to  give  the  Magi  ft  racy  fuch  a Power  at  this  dangerous 
crifis.  as  was  alwavs  given  to  the  Magiftracy  in  England  in 
Time  of  War,  and  furely  fuch  a mcafure  could  not  with 
juftice,  be  called  a furrender  of  the  Conftitution,  or  One  too 
ftrong  for  the  occalfon  which  made  it  neceifiry. 

Such  were  the  obfervations  which  had  occurred  co  him  on  the 
Speech  of  the  Hon.  Baronet  ; — -there  was,  however,  one  part 
of  it  on  which  he  knew  no  words  adequate  to  exprefs  his  feel- 
ings ; his  blood  ran  cold  when  he  heard-  the  Hon.  Baronet  in- 
fmuate,  that  this  was  a Bill  for  the  Rich,  and  again  ft-  the  Poor. 
—Good  God  I what  was  there  in  the  Bill  which  did  not  bear 
equally  on  both  deferiptions  } Was  there  any  Power  given  to 
the  Magiftracy,  which  would  not  be  exerted  even  a gain  ft  the 
Hon.  Baronet,  himfelf,  could  he  be  fuppofed  capable  of  the 
crime  againft  which  it  was  leveled  ? Or  was  a Bill,  to  be  r,  pre- 
ferred as  leveled  againft  the  poor,  and  in  favour  or  the  rich, 
becaufe  it  was  defigned  to  prevent  or  punifti  offences,  which 
the  poor  only  were  found  to  commit  ? He  could  not  believe 
that  the  found  underftanding  and  honeif  intention  of  his  Hon. 
Friend  could  continue  in  fuch  an  error,  or  futfer  it  to  derive 
force  from  his  fan&ion,  when  he  perceived  his  miilake. 

The  Hon.  Baronet  had  mentioned  Armagh  ; — he  was  ex- 
tremely forry  it  had  been  mentioned  at  all — rand  he  thought, 
that  had  he  been  ftudying  for  ages,  he  could  not  have  deviled 
a more  effectual  way  to  fpread  and  aggravate  the  unhappy  Dis- 
turbances that  prevail,  than  the  Amendment  which  had  been 
propofed  the  other  night  on  this  fubjeft,  by  a Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, whom  he  did  not  now  fee  in  his  place,  [Mr.  Grattan] . 
For  his  own  part,  he  ever  wifhed  to  confider  theie  DiftuVbances 
merely  as  violations  of  Lav/,  without  implicating  Religion 
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Differences  at  all  in  the  offence— he  cared  not  whether  the 
Offenders  were  Catholics  affaulting  Proteftants,  or  Proteftants 
perfecuting  the  Catholics— *when  either^  party  attacked  the 
other,  they  became  enemies  to  the  Laws,  and  fh  mid  be  punifh- 
ed  by  the  Laws,  without  religious  denominations.  As  pains 
have  been  taken,  however,  to  defcribe  the  Proteftants  as  the 
Difturbers  of  the  County  of  Armagh,  he  would  not  have  it 
believed  that  the  Proteftants  had  been  the  foie  offenders — * 
they  had,  no  doubt,  adled  in  fuch  a way  as  no  man  could 
juftify— there  were  now  many  of  them  in  prifon,  and  he  hoped 
that  if  they  were  guilty,  they  would  be  punifhed — but  yet  let 
rt  be  remembered,  that  they  had  attacked,  onlv  becaufe  they 
had  been  attacked  themfelves.? — The  Catholics  had  been  the 
firft  affailants,  and  they  had  perhaps  aggravated  the  firft  offence 
by  fubfequent  treachery for  when  both  parties  were  on  the 
point  of  compromifing  their  differences  in  a Treaty,  the  Ca- 
tholics receiving  a re-inforcement  from  another  County,  felt 
themfelves  ftrong,  and  inftead  of  concluding  the  Treaty,  drew 
the  Sword.— * The  Proteftants,  though  the  minor  party,  were 
fuccefsful  } the  natural  confequences  of  fuccefs  followed — • 
they  were  flufhed  with  their  vidtory,  and  exafperated  by  Breach 
of  Faith,  and  they  did,  very  unjuftifiably  indeed,  but  very 
much  agreeably  to  the  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  proceed 
to  avenge  themfelves  by  a perfection  of  the  oppofite  party. 
With  refpedt  to  the  Speech  of  a noble  Perfon,  which  had  been 
alluded  to  in  the  Debate  on  the  Amendment  of  a former  night, 
and  had  been  dwelt  on  as  if  it  were  proof  of  delinquency  in 
the  Magiftracy  of  Armagh,  he  fliould  only  obferve,  that  the 
Speech  or  Letter,  was  connected  with  a String  of  Refolutions, 
which  fully  refutes  the  charge  in  the  mind  of  every  reafonable 
man.  Thofe  Refolutions  were  entered  into  by  a number  of 
the  Magiftrates  of  that  County,  and  evince  ftrongly  their  incli- 
nation to  protect  the  Catholics,  and  to  puniffi  the  Proteftanc 
who  violates  the  Laws.  Thus  the  ftrong  argument  which  Gen- 
tlemen recur  to  in  order  to  prove  the  partiality  of  the  Armagh 
Magiftrates,  carries  in  itfelf  its  own  refutation. ^ As  to  the 
Indemnity  which  the  Hon.  Baronet  fuggefted,  with  refpedt  to 
paft  offences,  he  would  remind  him,  that  in  the  Bill  there  was 
nlready  a Claufe,  which  indemnifies  for  unlawful  Oaths  taken 
above  a year  back,  and  it.  would  deferve  to  be  very  maturely 
weighed  by  the  Houfe,  whether  it  would  be  right  to  fecure 
impunity  to  offences  committed  within  that  rime,  after  the  many 
public  warnings  which  had  been  given  on  that  fubjett. 

Mr.  Wariurtoij  fpoke  a few  words,  but  in  fo  low  a tone* 
rhac  ws  could  net  colle&  his  |entiments. 
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Colonel  Hutchinson  confidered  it  very  injudicious  and 
unwife  in  his  Hon.  Friend  who  opened  the  Debate,  to  intro- 
duce the  topic  of  the  artificial  diftinttions  of  fociety.  Thole 
efiftinftions  are  efl'eutial  to  the  exiftence  of  civil  fociety,  though 
at  the  prelent  day,  Sedition  had  propagated,  and  Ignorance 
received,  opinions  on  that  fubjeft,  which  went  to  confound 
thofe  diftin£tions  in  a mafs  of  general  ruin. — For  hiinfelf,  he 
approved  the  Principle  of  the  Bill,  and  did  not  fee  why  it 
ihould  be  thought  inconfiftent  with  the  Conftitution  or  with 
Liberty — he  knew  not  what  Liberty  was  without  Safety,  or 
what  was  Conftitution  without  Security  for  Life  and  Property, 
and  without  this  Bill,  all  of  thofe  were  in  danger,  the  nioft 
imminent. — For  a fpacc  of  thirty  years,  this  Country  had  been 
more  or  lels  in  a difturbed  (late  ; — for  an  Evil  of  fuch  Invete- 
racy, there  muft  have  been  fome  permanent  and  general  caufe 
— but  to  that  caufe,  whatever  it  was,  there  certainly  was  now 
fuperadded  another — the  introduction  of  French  Principles-—' 
Thefe  Principles  had  been  fedulouflv  inculcated  on  the  lower 
people,  and  lo  far  as  they  were  intelligible  by  them,  they  were 
by  many  received— they  had  excited  them  to  much  mifehief 
already,  and  threatened  (if  fathered  to  continue)  to  extend 
their  baleful  influence,  and  widen  the  fphere  of  their  opera- 
tion to  frightful  dimennons. — The  mild  Spirit  of  the  Law, 
formed  for  die  regulation  of  quiet  Times,  was  inadequate  to 
meet  this  new  and  alarming  Evil ; new  meafures  therefore 
muft  be  taken  eommenfurate  in  ftrength  and  duration,  to  the 
mifehief  they  are  to  meet.  Such  the  prefent  Bill  appeared  ro 
him  to  be,  and  therefore  lie  would  fupport  it.  FortheMife- 
ries  of  the  Poor  which  had  been  mentioned,  every  man  muft 
feel  pity,  and  he  believed  that  of  thefe  Miferies,  it  was  in  the 
Power  of  every  Legiflature  to  remove  much,  provided  the  in- 
duftry  of  the  individual,  feconded^the  legiflative  efforts; — -but 
InfurreCtion  could  not  remove  the  Evils  which  idlenefs  might 
produce,  nor  could  Legiflature  prevent  the  Miferies  of  thofe, 
who  being  fixed  by  nature  to  the  lot  of  labour,  reiinquifhed 
the  poft  afligned  them,  and  endeavoured  to  place  themfelves  in 
that,  which  had  been  afligned  to  others. 

Mr.  Egan  fupported  the  Principle  of  the  Bill,  becaufe  it  had 
appeared  by  the  Indemnity  Bill,  that  it  was  neceffary  fuch 
Powers  as  the  Bill  conferred  muft  be  exerted,  if  the  Country 
was  to  be  kept  quiet— becaufe  public  Notice  by  Proclamation, 
muft  be  given  before  it  can  commence  its  operation,  and  there- 
fore none  can  be  taken  by  furprife— becaufe  it  is  limited  in  its  du- 
ration to  one  year— and  becaufe  from  the  late  Trials  for  High 
Treafon,  it  had  appeared  ful ly , that  aConfpiracy,not  only  againft 
the  Conllitunon,  hut  againft  the  Lives  of  thoufands  of  the 
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King’s  Subje&s,  does  exift. — The  Trial  by  Jury  no  man  valued 
more  than  he,  but  this  temporary  deviation,  he  thought  juft 
and  neceftary,  and  it  was  juftificd  by  the  example  of  Great, 
Britain  — He  paid  fume  compliments  to  Lord  Camden,  on  his 
Hcfcent  from  a Nobleman,  whofe  peculiar  pride  it  was  to  fup- 
port  that  ineftimable  Privilege  of  Englishmen,  and  he  was  fure 
that  he  would  never  wantonly  infringe  what  his  noble  Father 
had  been  fo  zealous  to  defend. 

Mr.  Ogle,  in  a fliort  Speech,  declared  it  to  be  his  fenti- 
rr.ents,  that  the  fituation  of  the  Country  demanded  this  Bill  ; 
nothing  but  ftrenuous  meafures  could  now  be  effedual.  Pre- 
vention he  always  thought  better  than  pumftunent-— -prevention 
was  the  object  of  this  Bill.  This,  he  faid,  was  no  common 
conteft — it  was  a conteft  /ro  arts  & focis  ; and  if  Gentlemen 
did  not  now  beftir  themfeives  to  defend  their  houfehold  sods, 
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they  would  fhortly  have  no  houfehold  gods  to  defend. 

Mr.  Ruxton  fupported  the  Principle  of  the  Bill,  and  fug- 
gefted  as  a means  to  quiet  the  Country,  that  Spirits  fhould  not 
Be  retailed  on  a Sunday  l 

Mr.  Ormsly  was  alfo  a Friend  to  tire  Bill.  He  defended 
that  part  of  it,  which  fuperfedes  the  ufe  of  Juries  in  certain 
cafes,  by  a variety  of  arguments  ; — Juries,  he  faid,  ltniil  be 
men,  and  therefore  in  many  instances,  will  be  under  the  in- 
fluence of  fear — this  was  evinced  by  experience  ; for  when 
Juries,  cn  the  Trial  of  fuch  Crimes  as  were  the  objects  of  the 
Bill,  were  taken  from  the  County  at  large-r-fome  of  them  be- 
ing in  the  midft  of  a difturbed  DiftriCt  in  lone  Houfes,  and 
therefore  not  within. the  protection  of  the  military,  it  was  found 
that  they  would  not  give  a Verdict  of  Guilty  againft  the  molt 
notorious  Offender — on  the  other  hand,  when  Juries  were 
chofen  from  the  towns,  and  thofe  places  which  had  the  pro- 
tection of  a military  guard,  than  Verdicts,  on  fair  Evidence 
might  be  had. — What  was  the  Power  lie  alked,  which  the  Bill 
gave  to  Magiftrates — and  how  was  it  likely  to  be  abufed  ? It 
gave  a Power  to  Magiftrates  exactly  of  the  fame  kind,  as  that 
which  had  often  been  given  in  Great  Britain. — How  was  it 
likely  this  Power  would  be  abufed  ? Would  a Magiftrate  fay 
to  a man,  “ I was  in  your  houfe  laft  night  after  nine  o’clock 
and  you  were  nor  within,”  if  the  man  really  was  at  home  ? 
Or  would  a Magiftrate  fay  he  had  been  to  fearch  a man’s  houfe, 
if  he  had  not  been  there  ? If  he  objected  at  all  to  the  Bill,  it 
was  becaufe  in  his  opinion,  it  did  not  go  far  enough-^-particu- 
larly  in  the  inftance  of  fearching  for  Fire-arms— -he  would  not 
only  have  the  Fire-arms  feized,  but  he  v/ould  have  punilliment 
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inflicted  on  rlie  petfon  who  kept  thefe  Anns,  without  being 
duly  licenfed. — t his  principle  was  carried  into  effctt  in  Eng- 
land in  a variety  ot  iutlances. — If  a Peafant  was  found  to  have 
a Twig*>r  a Piece  of  Bark  in  his  Ho  life  without  being  duly 
qualified,  he  was  punifhable. 

The  Irifli  Peafant  who  kept  Fire-arms  without  licenfe, 
ihould  be  a Ifo  punifhed  for  what  could  he  do  with  thefe 
Arms,  but  commit  murder  or  robbery,  if  as  Gentlemen  had 
aliened,  the  Peafant  had  nothing  to  defend — Indeed,  Gentle- 
men were  very  iriconfident  on  this  fubje6t,  for  they  gave  the 
poor  Man  not /ting,  aud  then  would  have  him  keep  Arms  to 
Jt  fend  it. 

Mr.  Jephson  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  the  reading  of  the 
Bill — there  were  fome  points  which  he  liked,  and  others  of 
which  he  difapproved — he  would  agree  for  inftance,  to  that 
claufe  which  made  it  capital  to  adminiftcr  or  to  take  an  Oath 
for  the  Subverfion  of  the  State — and  he  agreed  to  this  on  the 
principle,  that  it  was  not  the  mifehief  refulting  from  the  indi- 
vidual crime,  but  the  danger  which  would  be  induced  by  fuller- 
ing the  crime  to  become  frequent,  which  ju (lifted  the  fhedding 
of  blood  — He  was  in  general  much  avefife  from  the  infbftion 
of  capital  punifhment  tor  any  thing  but  murder,  and  one  or 
two  well-known  crimes — but  this  he  thought  was  one  of  the 
exceptions  to  the  general  rule. — He  would  agree  alio  to  the 
part  which  conftitures  the  written  teftimony  of  a dead  man, 
good  evidence  for  a Jury,  becaufe  the  fyftem  on  which  the  In- 
iurgerits  act,  had  made  this  in  many  cafes,  the  only  evidence 
which  could  be  attained.  The  Claufe  which  enab'ed  the  Ma- 
giflrates  to  fearch  for  and  feize  Arms,  he  would  aifo  agree  to, 
but  he  would  never  confent  to  that  Power,  with  which  this 
Bill  inverted  the  Magiftracy  of  punifliing  by  Tranfportation, 
without  power  of  appeal; — for  as  the  Magirtrates  themfelves 
were  to  be  judges  of  the  Bail  offered  by  their  Prifoner,  it  was 
evident  that  they  would  enjoy  a complete  and  a final  Jurif- 
dnftion  over  the  Liberty  of  the  unhappy  men  who  iliould  come 
within  the  defeription  of  the  A£t.  This  Power  he  laid,  would 
^nable  men  to  gratify  the  biackeft  Pafllons  of  the  human  Heart, 
and  the  Hiftory  of  the  World  afforded  abundant  proof,  that 
fucli  Powers  were  never  enjoyed  by  man,  without  being  cxer- 
cifed. 

Mr.  Archdall,  with  his  ufual  point , tAked  Ironically  of 
Sir  L.  Parfon’s  wiflr  to  tranquilize  the  Country- — and  took  oc- 
cafion  to  fay,  that  if  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side  of  the 
Houfe  had  taken  care  to  reprefent  to  the  public  the  conduO 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Secretary' [Pelham]-— hi'' zeal  in  the  for  vice 
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of  this  Country,  in  keeping  at  home  our  Corn,  to  the  difad- 
vantage  of  Great  Britain,  &c.  &c.  &c.— they  would  have  done 
more  cowards  tranquilizing  the  public  mind,  than  by  Motions 
for  enquiring  into  the  State  of  the  Poor— declamatior^ on  their 
fuffering — and  inflammatory  AddreiTes,  the  laft  Efforts  and 
Agonies  of  an  expiring  Party.  He  attributed  the  Diffurbances 
of  the  People  not  io  much  to  their  fondnefs  for  their  new  Rights 
of  Man,  as  to  rheir  love  for  the  old  Rights  of  Robbery.  He 
dwelt  with  emphaffs  on  the  peculiarly  happy  fituation  of  Ire- 
land, which  for  more  than  a Century,  was  going  on  in  improv- 
ing the  Bltflings  of  Peace,  with  all  the  advantages  of  Britifli 
Security,  without  Britifli  Debt,  while  Great  Britain  was  in  two 
infbnces  the  Scene  of  Rebellion,  and  on  all  occafions  had 
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fought  our  Battles ! He  animadverted  on  the  Affairs  of  Ar- 
magh profefled  habits  of  intimacy  with  the  noble  Lord, 
whofe  Letter  or  Speech  on  the  fubjeCt  of  that  County,  had 
made  fuch  noife  ; he  declared  he  thought  that  Letter  incau- 
tious, and  fuch  as  the  noble  Lord  on  reflection  would  not  ap- 
prove ; and  recommended  rather  the  conduct  of  that  Noble- 
man, than  his  publication  as  an  objett  to  imitate.— *.Of  the  Ca- 
tholics, he  faid,  it  appeared  by  the  declaration  of  their  own 
Sub-committee,  that  they  were  capable  of  doing  much  towards 
the  refforation  of  public  Tranquillity—- it  was  much  to  be  re- 
gretted, they  did  not  think  proper  to  exercife  this  falutary 
Power. 

Mr.  A Brownte,  (College)  faid  he  fo  far  agreed  with  Go- 
vernment, that  he  thought  it  an  imprudent  language  to  be  con- 
tinually telling  the  Peafantry  they  were  the  molt  miferable  and 
diftrejfed  Peafantry  upon  Earth — but  it  was  not  peculiar  to 
any  Gentleman — it  had  been  the  mode  of  talking  of  Gentle- 
men, both  in  and  out  of  the  Houfe,  as  long  as  he  had  known 
the  Councry,  he  always  thought  it  was  unfounded: — in  fa  Cl,  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  Cottage  of  England,  and  knew  in 
Counties  (not  manufacturing),  fuch  as  parts  of  Suffolk  and 
JCffex,  it  was  a miferable  habitation,  and  not  preferable  to  the 
Iriili  Cabin,  lefs  fmoaky,  but  lefs  warm  ; nor  did  he  conceive 
that  abominable  hard  Cheefe  and  Small  Beer,  was  fo  much 
better  Food,  than  Potatoes  and  Milk  ; he  fhould  prefer  the 
latter. — He  had  not  the  fame  opportunities  of  obferving  the 
Cottager  in  remote  Counties,  with  Country  Gentlemen,  and  did 
2\ot  doubt  that  in  many  parts,  there  was  great  diftrefs— but 
where  he  could  obferve,  at  a Wake,  a Fair,  a Funeral,  an 
AfSze,  he  faw  a number  of  warmly- clothed,  ffrong,  able, 
healthy  men,  the  handfomeft  Peafantry  in  the  world,  as  every 
officer  who  wanted  to  raife  a regiment  would  confefs  : he  was 
told  thefe  were  finall  farmers,  not  cottagers— he  could  only  fay 
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then,  that  the  clafs  of  fmall  farmers  mud  confift  of  hundreds 
of  thoufands — and  there  was  fo  far  at  leaf!,  one  great  part  of 
the  lower  orders  exempted  from  extreme  dillrefs. — The  firft 
remedy  therefore  he  fhould  propofe  for  tlie  diflurbances,  would 
be  to  fliew  the  people  they  were  not  fo  comparatively 
miferable,  as  they  luppofed  themfelves  to  bt — and  the  next,  to 
make  them  underftand  that  the  amelioration  of  their  condition 
(for  that  it  could  be  much  better  he  would  not  deny)  could 
not  be  produced  precipitately,  but  mud  be  the  woik  of  time— 
of  the  gradual  progrefs  of  the  Country — and  that  it  was  every 
day  improving  : — for  inftance,  the  price  of  labour  is  confiderably 
riling,  though  by  degrees,  in  each  ftep  almoft  infenfible  in  mod: 
parts  of  the  Kingdom — fo  far  he  agreed  with  the  Government 
—nay,  he  would  go  farther,  and  declare  that  he  thought  the 
original  caufe  of  the  difeontent  of  the  Peafantry,  which  was 
afterwards  operated  on  by  wicked  and  defigning  men,  was  not 
in  Government,  but  in  the  Gentry  of  the  Country,  living  be- 
yond their  Incomes,  and  driving  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  by 
« refuling  tenants,  that  due  protection  of  the  fruits  of  the  grounds 
which  every  writer  on  political  ceconomy,  agrees  they  ought 
to  have.  He  was  aware  of  the  boldnefs  of  a man  of  no  land- 
ed property,  fpeaking  thus  of  the  great  Landholders,  but  truth 
extorted  it  from  him,  and  as  a Member  of  that  Houfe,  he  had 
a right  to  fpeak  his  fentiments  boldly,  when  the  times  made  it 
needfary,  nor  did  he  mean  to  arraign  partially,  the  conduCt  of 
Gentlemen  at  prefent  ; it  had  been  the  ufage  of  the  Country 
from  time  immemorial,  arid  he  feared  could  not  be  corrected  by 
any  Law,  but  would  gradually  mend  itfelf,  by  the  vvifdom  of 
the  Landlord,  co-operating  with  the  encrealing  illumination  of 
the  Peafam,  and  it  was  doing  fo,  if  men  would  wait.  The 
Peafant,  though  he  never  would  allow  he  was  fo  diilrelTed  as 
reprefented,  when  well,  had  no  rtfource  when  fick,  nor  could 
he  fave  or  lay  by,  and  therefore  had  no  fpring  of  aCtion,  no 
fource  of  ambition,  and  therefore  was  unhappy.  Thefe  were 
the  remedies  he  w'ould  propofe  ; a Committee  to  enquire  into 
their  grievances,  if  any — 16  enlighten. them  as  to  their  real  de- 
gree— and  only  remedies  in  language  of  kindnefs,  as  well  as  a 
language  of  authority  ; — Bills  iuch  as  he  had  the  honour  of 
bringing  in,  for  the  encouragement  of  Friendly  Societies,  to 
aid  them  in  ficknefs  and  diftrefs,  education — raifing  the  price  of 
labour,  and  fuch  like. — But  v/hat  does  this  Bill  ? It  fpeaks 
merely  the  language  of  terror,  without  one  word  of  concilia- 
tion.  The  Committee  preceding  it  enquired  only  what  was  the 
remedy  of  the  difturbances,  not  what  was  the  caufe.  He  did 
not  mean  the  proximate  caufe  in  that  difeontent  of  the  lower 
orders,  which  afforded  the  fubjeCl  matter  for  wicked  men  to 
work  upon,  and  which  had  fhewn  itfelf  inceffantly  in  fame 
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part  or  other  of  that  kingdom  for  40  years  pn ft. — Surely  there 
mu, ft  be  feme  caufe  for  it,  more  than  {edition.  This  Bill  was 
only  a iyllem  of  terror,  if  it  went  to  legalize  all  thofe  dread- 
ful violations  of  the  Conftitution,  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
courfe  of  the  Summer,  and  thereby  to  continue  a kind  of  ftrug- 
gle,  which  fhould  be  moft  violent,  which  moft  outrageous, 
which  moft  unconftiturionaft  the  governors  or  the  governed  : 
that  was  not  the  way  to  command  the  refpe£l  of  the  people,  or 
to  teach  them  to  obey  the  Laws. 

As  a fyftem  of  terror,  it  was  a puny  one — but  as  a fyfterrt  of 
irritation,  it  was  a formidable  one. — Robefpierre’s  was  a fyftem 
of  terror. — Oliver  Crommell,  going  through  the  country  with 
fire  and  fword,  was  a fyftem  of  terror*  Nobody  would  ap- 
prove fuch  fyftem  ; bui  this  without  intimidation  would  irritate* 
witnefs  the  late  outrages  in  the  very  verge  of  the  capital,  and 
under  the  very  brow  of  Government.— -Did  that  {hew  intimi- 
dation ? If  the  great  body  of  the  common  people  of  the  county 
was  difaffefted,  which  he  did  not  fay,  but  as  Gentlemen  cou- 
nseled with  Government  feemed  to  reprefent  them— hiftory, 
experience,  reafon  told  him,  force  would  never  fubdue  that 
fpirit,  though  it  might  be  quelled  for  a time  j and  were  we  to 
go  on  for  ever  with  chat  fpirit  lurking  in  the  country,  and  form  • 
ed,  as  it  would  be  by  the  reftlefs  fpirit  of  a foreign  Republic  ; 
whether  at  peace  or  war,  it  was  a ihort  lighted  and  dangerous 
policy,  and  went  upon  the  principle  that  the  common  people 
never  could  be  reconciled,  and  thereby  went  directly  to  create 
that  eternal  war  and  breach  between  the  poor  and  the  rich,  of 
which  an  Hon.  Friend  of  his  had  fpoken  ; he  was  therefore  for 
a policy  that  went  further,  and  fought  to  fubdue,  not  only  the 
body,  but  the  mind,  and  could  not  out  remind  the  Houfe  that 
a fcheme  of  tranfporting,  exa&ly  fimilar  to  one  part  of  this 
Bill,  (which  feemed  to  legalize  prefling  not  only  of  feamen, 
but  of  all  men)  had  been  adopted  within  thefe  five  years,  by 
General  Dalton  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  had  actually  loft 
thofe  Countries  to  the  Emperor. — Nor  could  he  compare  this 
Bill  with  an  English  Bill,  which  related  to  poor  common  vaga- 
bonds, and  not  to  powerful  Infurgcnts.— Nor  did  he  think  any 
fuch  exportation  of  the  guilty  would  have  effeft,  unlefs  they 
were  prepared  to  export  half  the  Country,  like  the  Morefcoes 
of  old,  out  of  Spain,  and  obtain  peace  by  depopulation.  He 
confidered  the  Bill,  as  a Bill  of  Paffion,  and  as  he  was  fure  no 
private  man  would  n£t  wifely  in  a pallion,  fo  was  he  much  more 
fure,  that  no  Legiflamre  when  angry,  would  make  wife  or 
fjrlutary  Lws,— The  Country  Gentlemen  were  angry—he  did 
not  wonder  at  it.  If  he  lived  in  a County  where  he  could  net 
tell  whether  he  or  thole  moft  dear  to  him,  would  be  fecure  for 
a fingle  night,  bf  would  be  moft  angry.  As  it  was,  from  hear- 
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fay  and  report  of  the  /hocking  outrages  committed,  he  felt 
himfelf  enraged,  and  therefore  he  was  on  his  guard  againll 
them  ; — the  more  fo,  becaufe  there  was  nothing  fo  cruel,  fo 
violent,  fo  illegal,  fo  unconflitutional,  which  he  had  not  heard 
propofed  and  approved  of  in  private  fociety,  by  thofe  naturally 
indignant  at  the  feenes  they  had  witnefted,  and  forgetting  in 
their  indignation,  every  principle  but  that  of  refentment.  In- 
dividuals might  be  angry — the  mob  might  be  outrageous — but 
the  Senate  fhould  be  ever  calm,  nor  depart  from  the  known 
principles  of  the  Conftitution,  but  from  extreme  necefiity,  if 
fuch  could  exift,  which  he  did  not  believe  it  could,  becaufe 
he  verily  believed  the  exifting  Laws  properly  underftood  and 
exercifed,  provided  for  every  Evil,  and  it  was  only  a fymprom 
of  weak  Government  to  be  for  ever  looking  for  new  Criminal 
Laws. 

Mr.  Curran  vindicated  his  Parliamentary  conduct,  and 
that  of  the  Gentlemen  on  his  Side  of  the  Houfe,  from  the  fuc- 
ceffive  attacks  which  had  been  made  on  it,  from  thofe  on  the 
other  Side.*— Notwithftanding  the  liberality,  and  even  zeal, 
with  which  Gentlemen  had  yielded  to  every  meafure  that  Ad- 
ininiftraticn  had  thought  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, and  fupport  of  the  war,  it  was  yet  evident,  he  faid,  that 
they  made  it  part  «<■  their  fyftem,  to  throw  out  on  almcft  every 
occanon,  language  the  molt  abufive,  and  charges  the  moft  falfe, 
on  the  motives  of  thofe  who  dared  to  difTent  from  them,  even 
on  queftions  the  moft  indifferent. — With  refpeCt  to  himfelf,  it 
was  a work  of  no  great  difficulty  to  fhew,  that  the  Motion 
which  he  had  the  honour  of  propoling  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Seflipn,  could  not  have  been  l'uggefted  by  any  wifh  to  in- 
flame or  to  embarrafs.  It  was  plain  to  every  reafonable  man, 
that  when  the  Poor  of  Ireland  were  in  a ftate  of  extreme  dis- 
content, whether  with  or  without  juft;  caufe,  the  moft  obvious 
and  natural  remedy  for  Legiflature  to  apply  would  be,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  to  enquire  into  rheir  fuuation,  in  order  that  if 
they  were  under  the  prefTure  of  no  extraordinary  Evils,  the 
enquiry  might  at  once  evince  the  watchful  folicitude  of  Par- 
liament over  their  intereft,  and  fhew  them  that  they  were  dif- 
contenred  wirhout  reafon.  And  if  on  the  other  hand,  the  re- 
fult  of  the  enquiry  fhould  turn  out  to  be  that  the  poor  were 
fuffering  under  grievances  which  admitted  of  redrefs,  what 
could  be  more  effectual  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  difaffedtion, 
or  to  reftore  tranquillity  to  the  public  mind,  than  to  grant  that 
redrefs  ? Such  had  been  his  motives — and  he  appealed  ro  th  • 
recollection  of  every  Gentleman  who  aftifted  at  that  Debate, 
whether  he  had  not  touched  on  the  fubjeCt  of  it,'  with  a degrre 
of  coolnefs  and  temperance,  which,  indeed,  ill-befitted  fueh  c. 
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topic,  but  which  at  lea  ft  (hewed  how  ftudious  he  had  been 
to  avoid  the  imputation  of  a defign  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  poor  already  difcontented.  Indeed  fo  very  careful  had 
he  been,  led  the  touch  of  even  a feeble  finger  might  irritate, 
that  when  he  perceived  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  to  be  againft 
the  enquiry,  he  had  not  attempted  to  fay  another  word  on 
the  i'u bj eft,  and  from  the  firft  introdufliOn  of  the  queftion, 
till  the 'prefent  hour,  it  had  been  (with  refpeft  to  him)  at 
reft. 

But  why  did  Gentlemen  charge  Oppofition  with  a defign 
to  irritate  the  public  mind,  when  even  Adminiftration  them- 
felves  could  not  deny  that  it  was  to  the  perfevering  efforts  of 
oppofition  that  they  owe  whatever  popularity  they  po  fiefs. 

- — Li«le  as  that  popularity  was,  they  fhould  be  grateful  to 
oppofition  for  that  little — for  oppofition  it  wras  which  forced 
them  to  adopt  one  after  another,  every  beneficial  meafure 
they  could  boaft  of.  If  it  was  praife-worthy  in  his  Majefty’s 
Mimfters  to  give  thofe  meafures  to  the  country,  it  could  not 
have  been  inflammatory  in  Gentlemen  to  propofe  them  ; — > 
but  if  the  meafures  w7ere  fuch  as  ought  to  have  been  given- 
then  the  Adminiftration,  wTho  for  a feries  of  years  oppofed, 
abufed,  and  rejefted  thefe  meafures,  were  guilty,  and  on  thefe 
mull  be  charged  the  difaffe&ion  of  the  country  they  had  in- 
jured— and  to  them  muft  be  attributed  the  defign  of  inflam- 
ing difcontent. 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  t.l  Lord  Fitzwilliam — 
had  talked  of  his  having  embodied  himfelf  with  the  mob — 
and  of  the  Catholics  and  their  want  of  zeal  in  reprefting  the 
difturbances. — It  was  his  opinion,  that  had  not  Lord  Fitz- 
william  been  removed,  the  kingdom  at  this  day,  would  have 
been  in  a ftate  of  perfeft  tranquility. — To  the  folly  of  remov- 
ing that  Nobleman,  on  whom  the  hearts  and  vvifhes  of  the 
Nation,  particularly  of  the  poor,  were  fixed — every  wife 
man  attributed  at  leaft,  in  a very  great  degree,  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  country  ; — and  with  refpeeft  to  the  Catholics,  had 
they  not  been  wounded  by  the  aggravated  infult  which  on 
that  occafion  had  been  given  to  their  moft  tender  feelings  ; 
they  vyould  have  continued  ftill  active  and  zealous  in  pre- 
fer ving  the  peace  of  the  Kingdom  It  was  to  be  regretted, 
as  the  Hon.  Gentlman  obferved,  that  they  did  not  continue 
their  exertions — but  it  would  have  been  fomewhat  unreafon- 
able  to  expe-ft  that  men  who  had  been  publicly  infulted  by 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  country,  fhould  not  retire  in  dif- 
guft.— Even  the  Hon.  Gentleman  himfelf,  w?ould  not  ferve 
Government  with  the  fame  zeal,  did  he  meet  no  reward, 
but  difgrace  and  reprehenfion,  as  he  would  for  the  honours 
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and  emoluments  of  a good  place — ’twas  not  in  human  na- 
ture. 

The  imputations  then  which  had  been  openly  charged  on 
him  by  one  Gentleman,  and  infinuated  by  another,  were 
founded  only  in  that  perverfion  of  underftanding,  which 
faw  every  object  inverted,  and  that  habit  ot  mind  which  from 
frequently  contemplating  the  obliquity  of  its  own  workings, 
could  not  believe  that  any  thing  was  ftraight. — With  regard, 
to  other  Hon.  Gentlemen,  with  whom  he  generally  agreed, 
the  charges  were  equally  falfe,  and  particularly  with  refpeCt 
to  a Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  was  not  now  prefent  [Mr. 
Grattan]  and  whom  indeed,  he  could  not  help  congratu- 
lating on  his  abfence,  as  it  faved  him  the  pain  of  hearing 
the  torrent  of  irritating  folly,  which  had  been  fo  copioufiy 
poured  forth  by  the  Hon.  Member,  who  had  thought  pro- 
per again  to  allude  to  his  celebrated  addrefs — It  would  be- 
come that  Hon.  Gentleman  (we  conjecture  he  meant  Mr. 
Archdal)  to  remember  that  on  that  fubjeCt,  he  had  already- 
been  anfivered ; and  though  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  to 
whom  he  alluded,  was  not  prefent -—Jiet  nominis  umbra  ! 

That  Hon.  Gentleman  dealt  as  well  in  panegyric  as  in- 
veCtive — he  had  declared  love  to  the  Secretary,  and  feemed 
difpleafed  that  other  Gentlemen  had  not  blazoned  the  per- 
fections of  his  charmer,  with  the  fame  zeal  as  himfelf — the 
praifes  he  had  lavifhed  on  the  Right.  Hon.  Gentleman  in  this 
inftance,  brought  to  his  mind,  the  marriage  ceremony  which 
is  performed  among  fome  Savages  he  had  read  of,  where  the 
Prieft  pours  -on  the  Bride,  a horn-full  of  ftrong  fmelling 
mixtures — it  (truck  him  very  forcibly,  that  this  ceremony  is 
performed  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

As  to  the  Bill,  he  contended  that  however  a Young  and 
Hon.  Member’s  blood  might  run  cold  at  the  idea,  it  was  a 
Bill  for  the  richt  and  againjl  the  poor . — What  was  a Bill 
which  put  the  Liberty  of  the  poor  Man,  who  had  no  vifible 
means  of  living  but  labour,  in  the  difcretion  of  the  Magif- 
trates  ? In  England,  where  no  man  need  be  poor,  but  be- 
cauie  he  is  idle,  fuch  a Law  might  be  ufeful  and  neceffary. 
and  certainly  was  not  oppreffive — but  in  Ireland,  where  he 
who  is  willing  to  labour,  cannot  always  find  employ,  fuch 
a Bill  lays  the  poor  proftrate  at  the  rich  man’s  feet—  it  does 
what  in  Ireland,  of  all  Countries  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Government  lhould  be  mod  careful  to  avoid — it  conftitutes 
poverty  a crime , and  leaves  it  in  the  difcrecion  of  wealth,  to 
apportion  the  punilhment.  Such  a Law  in  any  country  is 
dangerous ; — in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  Ireland,  it 
threatens  dreadful  mifchief.  That  there  muft  be  poor  in  every 
country,  no  man  would  doubt — but  it  was  a principle  which 
Vol.  XVI.  L 
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he  had  imbibed  in  early  youth,  and  in  which  he  had  the 
authority  of  Helvetius  to  fnpport  him,  that  there  might  be 
too  great  a difproportion  between  the  property  of  the  poor 
and  t ich — who  would  deny  that  this  was  the  cafe  of  Ireland^ 
and  who  that  acknowledged  it  would  fay,  that  in  fuch  a 
(tate  of  things,  it  wrnuld  not  be  hazardous  to  the  lad  degree, 
to  exafperate  the  feelings  of  exceffive  poverty,  by  Laws  that 
lay  heavy,  mod  heavy,  on  the  poor  alone  ? — Such  a Law 
might,  perhaps,  for  a time,  produce  a momentary  ftlppref- 
l;on  of  difturbance,  but  like  preffure  on  an  elaftic  body,  it 
would  only  prepare  it  for  expanding  itl'elf  with  hill  greater 
force.  Let  the  rich  men  of  Ireland  therefore  fear  when  they 
enaft  a Law  againft  poverty,  left  poverty  fhould  enacl  a 
counter  Law  againft  wealth  ; it  was  an  age  of  wonders,  and 
Orange  mifehiefs  had  been  produced  by  intemperate  Law's. 
Gentlemen  had  reafoneef  very  ingenioufly  to  prove  that  he 
who  fhould  be  tranfported  by  this  Law,  would  cnly.be  fent 
into  an  honourable  retirement,  where  he  might  gain  glory 
by  fighting  for  the  country,  from  which  his  poverty  had  ex- 
pelled him  ; — but  he  believed  there  would  be  bit  few  men 
found,  who  would  be  reconciled  by  thefe  arguments  to  tranf- 
portation  ; and  he  again  conjured  the  Houfe,  to  weigh  well 
the  danger  of  abrogating  the  Conftitution,  by  a Law  fo’  little 
likely  to  attain  the  end  it  aimed  at. 

Mr.  Maxwell  Paid,  this  Bill  was  founded  on  Refafution* 
almoft  unanimoully  voted,  and  therefore  he  expe&ed  no  de- 
bate to  arife.  Ke  had  heard  the  Jaft  fpeaker,  and  he  did  not 
think  anv  man  could  have  made  fuch  a Speech,  Xvhich,  if 
the  author  had  any  weight  in  the  country — (as  he  trufted  he 
had  not) — v;as  of  a moft  mifehievous  and  inflammatory  ten- 
dency.— The  Hon.  Baronet’s  remedies  were  a proof  that  he' 
was  more  verfed  in  the  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  than  its  mo- 
dern ftate — for  all  his  expedients  were  already  in  force,  and 
had  failed — Conftables,  Affociations  and  Reward,  had  all 
proved  ineffectual.  He  was  forry  that  the  diftirxftion  of  Pro- 
tenant  and  Catholic  had  been  introduced — -and  he  never  had 
wheard  fuch  an  affertion  from  the  worft  enemies  of  the  Ca- 
tholic, as  the  laft  Member  had  admitted  in  their  defence — 
that  they  were  in  fa<5t  acceffmes  to  the  crimes  committed, 
by  retiring  in  difguft,  and  not  reftraining  the  common  peo*- 
pie  as  they  might.  If  any  other  perfon  had  made  this  affer- 
tion,  that  Member  would  be  the  flrft  to  reprobate  him. 

Mr.  Hc^rp.  gave  a ftrenunus  opposition  tc  the  Bill.  He 
oppofed  it  principally,  becaufe  it  was  likely  to  produce  effects, 
the  very  contrary  of  thbfe  that  were  expected  from  it — in- 
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ftcad  of  preventing  or  fupprefling  the  exiting  diflurbances,  it 
would  infallibly  aggravate  difcontent,  and.  irritate  the  al- 
ready fore  feelings  of  the  poor — it  was,  he  faid,  a legal 
monitor,  unlike  any  thing  which  had  ever  yet  been  adopted 
by  the  Britifh  or  lrifh  Legiflature,  overleaping  the  Bound- 
aries of  the  Conftitution,  annihilating  perfonai  Liberty,  and 
fubftituting  poverty  for  crime — the  defcription  of  the  Oath 
which  by  this  Bill  it  was  made  capital  either  to  adminifter  or 
to  take,  was  fuch  as  would  entrap  any  man,  and  therefore 
might  be  made  a very  dangerous  inftrument  of  opprefiion — 
of  the  Claufe  which  related  to  conftitute  the  deposition  of  a 
murdered  Witnefs  good  Evidence,  and  that  ■which  gave  a 
Power  of  fearching  for  Arms  he  approved,  but  that  which 
made  it  criminal  for  a Man  to  be  abfent  from  his  own  Houfe 
within  certain  Hours,  he  mud  reprobate.  Nothing  like  this 
had  ever  been  attempted,  except  in  the  Reign  of  the^Norman 
Tyrant  : Wm.  the  Conqueror,  had^by  his  own  Power,  and 
without  interference  of  Parliament,  decreed  that  his  Slaves 
ihould  all  be  within  Doors  at  a certain  Hour,  and  that  their 
Pires  and  Lights  Ihould  be  extinguifhed.  Here  he  read  a 
Latin  PaiTage  from  one  of  the  old  Law  Writers,  in  which 
the  Inflitution  of  the  Curfew  is  defcribed — and  being  called 
on  by  feveral  Gentlemen  to  tranflate  it,  he  anfwered,  that 
fince  Gentlemen  were  ignorant  of  Latin,  he  would  refer 
them  for  a tranflation  to  the  Bill,  in  which  the  Attorney 
General,  had  given  almoft  a literal  tranflation,  with  only 
this  difference,  that  he  omitted  the  circumftance  of  the  Bell, 
and  left  the  Peafant,  who  had  neither  Watch  nor  Clock, 
without  any  thing  to  inform  him  of  the  minute,  at  which  his 
innocence  was  to  ceafe,  and  he  was  to  become  liable  to  tranf- 
portation.  The  Bifl  went  to  leave  the  Liberty  of  the  Sub- 
ject at  the  Mercy  of  four  Magiftrates — men  appointed  by  the 
Crown,  and  to  it  only  refponfible — could  any  man  require 
another  argument  to  oppole  it  ? — By  what  argument  was  it 
fupported? — that  Juries  were  thought  to  be  lometimes  too 
flow  in  ther  decisions  f — the  very  argument  by  which  the 
bow-ftring  would  be  juftified  at  Conflantinople,  and  that  by 
which  every  tyrant  that  ever  fcourged  mankind,  had  defend- 
ed the  fummary  procefs,  by  which  he  tried  and  executed  thofe 
who  dared  refill  his  commands  ! 

The  Attorney  General  exprefled  his  furprife,  that  any 
Gentleman  but  he  who  had  negatived  the  Refolutions,  fhould 
oppofe  the  Bill  ; it  was  a debate  by  furprile,  and  it  was 
carried  upon  the  fame  topics  urged  a few  nights  ago,  for 
what  good  end  he  could  not  conceive.  The  Bill  had  been 
called  an  unconflitutional  one  : if  't  is  meant  that  it  is  not 
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altogether  fouricfird  on  the  Principles  of  the  Conftitution,  t 
acknowledge  the  charge  ; but  I maintain  that  it  has  for  its 
object,  the  prefervation  of  the  Conftitution  : When  under 
the  exifting  Laws  and  Conftitution  a commotion  arifes,  new 
Law’s  mull  be  made  to  reftrain  them.  The  Bill  is  a merciful 
one,  tor  its  objeft  is  not  puniftiment  but  restraint  ; it  prevents 
the  neceflity  of  recourfe  to  the  laft  and  melancholy  remedy. 
The  Conftitution' and  the  Trial  by  Jury,  are  to  be  fufpended 
for  a fhort  time,  in  order  to  preferve  them  ; — fuch  had  been 
the  cafe  in  all  Countries  upon  a like  neceflity  : fuch  was  the 
command  of  the  Senate  to  the  Confuls,  ne  quid  detrmenti 
Rt [public a enperet — in  times  of  turbulence.  No  man  could 
deny  that  this  country  was  in  a fituation  of  turbulence,  and 
that  it  was  impoflible  to'conceive  a milder  remedy  : — He  felt 
that  the  Bill  was  not  liable  to  the  interpretation  fo  emphati- 
cally pronounced  (for*  no  good  end)  by  which  Parliament 
was  held  out  as  making  a diftin&ion  between  poor  and  rich* 
--no  man  could  read  the  Bill,  and  put  fuch  a conftruflion 
bn  it;  its  operation  was  uriiverfal,  as  its  beneficial  eftefls 
wfffe  expected  to  be.  Gentlemen  had  made  fpeeches  with 
thefe  inftnuations,  to  be  difleminated  through  the  country. 
He  regarded  free  debate  as  much  as  any  man — but  it  was 
not  unre^fonable  to  hope  that  fuch  inflammatory  and  unne- 
cefihry  aggravations  would  in  future  be  avoided.  Gentlemen 
hud  laid,  that  a County  might  be  proclaimed  on  the  repre- 
fentation  of  one  Magiftrate : — what  did  the  Bill  fay  ? — The 
very  CJaufe  of  which  Gentlemen  complained,  was  inferted 
to  controvil  the  Lord  Lieutenant — no  fuch  proclamation 
could  be  {filled,  except  a majority  of  leven  Magiftrates  af- 
fembled,  preferred  a memorial — the  minority  of  whom, 
might  semonllrate,  and  then  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  with  the 
advice ‘of  the  Privy  Council,  was  to  deliberate,  whether  un- 
der all  the  circumftances,  '■fuch  a proclamation  was  neceflary 
— fo  that  at  the  very  moment  that  he  was  controulirg  Go- 
vernment, k was  accufed  of  enabling  a fyftern  of  tyranny. 
— As  the  Gentlemen  had  excited  this  debate,  and  had  com- 
menced their  oppofttkm  by  futrprize,  he  tr  lifted  they  would 
fairly  ft  and  forward,  and  meet  a divifton.  They  called  them- 
felves  the  independent  part  of  the  Houle— -why  did  they  not 
dare  to  thew  them  Lives  the  independent  Gentlemen  of  ire- 
land. 

Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  declared  his  oppofi  ion  to  it 
in  the  fame  open  and  manly  manna  as  he  dad  done  on  a 
former  01:0  a ho  a. 
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In  favour  of  the  Bill  fpoke  Colonel  Blaquiere,  Mr. 
O’Hara,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Mr.  B.  Conyngham,  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
Mr.  Richardfon,  Dr.  Duigrtan,  and  the  Attorney  and  Soli- 
citor General. 

The  Bill  was  read  a fecond  time,  and  afterwards  on  put- 
ting the  queftion  for  the  committal,  it  was  oppofed  by  Lord 
Edward  Fitzgerald. 

t 

At  two  o’clock  the  Houfe  adjourned  to  next  day. 


Friday,  February  26,  1796 

Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  delivered  to  the  Houfe,  a Mefiage 
from  his  Excellency  the  Lord.  Lieutenant,  in  confequence  of 
3 Me/Tage  from  his  Majefty,  defiring  his  Excellency  to  re- 
commend to  his  faithful  Commons,  the  cate  of  the  Earl  of. 
Athlone,  a Peer  of  the  Realm,  whofe  property  was  confif- 
cated  on  the' Continent,  and  his  Majefty's  wifh,  that  his 
faithful  Commons  would  enable  his  Majefty  to  provide  an 
Annuity  of  £.  1000  a year  upon  the  Peniion  Lift  of  Ireland, 
to.  capacitate  that  Nobleman  to  maintain  his  rank  and  dig- 
nity. ...  . 

Mr.  Pelham  faid,  he  hoped  it  would  be  unneceftary  to 
ftate  to  the  Gentlemen  of  that  Houfe,  the  important  fervices 
rendered  by  the  Anceftor  of  that  Nobleman  to  this  Country, 
in  fettling  the  Conftitution.  It  would  be  but  fair,  however, 
to  apologize  to  the  Houfe,  for  coming  forward  with  a pro- 
pofa!  of  this  kind,  after  the  folemn  compact  entered  into  be- 
tween the  Houfe  and  the  Crown,  on  the  fettlement  of  the 
Civil  Lift ; however,  he  truftcd  the  peculiarity  of  this  cafe 
would  be  an  excufe  for  the  circumftance,  and  not  be  conft- 
dered  as  laying  any  precedent  for  future  claims,  upon  the 

liberality  of  the  Houfe. 

% 

Ordered,  without  oppofition,  that  his  Excellency’s  Me/fagc 
be  entered  upon  the  Journals,  and  that  the  fame  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Adjourned. 
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Saturday,  February  27,  1796. 

The  Boufe  according  to  order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  confideration  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  MefTage,  relating  to  his 
Majefty’s  recommendation,  for  granting  an  Annuity  of 
£.  ioco  per  annum,  to  the  Earl  of  Athlone.  Mr.  Secretary 
Pelham  in  the  Chair. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  following 
Refolution  : That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
a motion  be  made  in  the  Houfe,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill 
to  enable  his  Majefty  to  grant  a certain  Annuity  to  the  Eari 
of  Athlone,  in  conlideration  of  the  recent  and  fevere  Ioffes 
which  he  has  fuffered  from  the  confifcation  of  all  his  pro- 
perty upon  the  Continent,  in  confideration  alfo,  of  the  high 
rank  which  the  Earl  holds  in  this  kingdom,  and  of  the  dif- 
tinguifhed  fervices  of  his  Anceflor.  Which  wras  agreed  to. 

On  the  Houfe  being  refamed, 

Mr.  Pelham  reported  the  Refolution  of  the  Committee, 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and  ordered,  that  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a Bill  purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolu* 
tion 

Adjourned. 


Monday,  February  29,  1796. 

The  Speaker  having  taken  the  Chair  at  the  ufual  hour, 
and  the  Orders  of  the  Day  being  gone  through,  to  that  for 
reading  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Attorney 
General’s  Bill,  for  the  better  preventing  of  Confpiracies  in 
this  Kingdom, 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  that  he  was  forry  he  had  not  been 
able  to  attend  the  Committee,  becaufe  he  was  prevented  by 
that  abfence  from  propofing  an  Amendment,  which  he  feared 
from  its  length,  would  have  but  a fmall  chance  of  being 
adopted,  uniefs  the  Bill  was  re-committed  ; he  knew  he 
could  move  it  on  Report,  but  it  would  not  have  a fair  trial 
in  that  ftage  of  the  Bill,  and  for  that  reafon  he  wilhed  much, 
that  the  Bill  fhould  be  re-committed,  as  the  mofl  Parlia- 


mentary  mode  of  receiving  new  matter,  and  affording  to 
that  matter  full  and  ample  difcuilion  ; the  amendment  lie 
intended,  was  to  compel  the  County  to  pay  the  Countryman, 
whether  labourer,  or  manufacturer,  full  compenlation  ioriiis 
damage  and  Ioffes,  to  his  perfon,  family,  or  dwelling,  dif- 
fered in  confequence  of  violent  mobs  ; that  he  was  appre- 
iienfive  that  if  the  compenlation  was  left  optional  to  the 
Grand  Jury,  nothing  wquld  be  done  ; — that  the  Grand  Jury 
would  readily  prefent  for  damages  1'uffered  by  Magiftrates  or 
Wimeffes — but  they  probably  would  not,  in  the  County  of 
Armagh  particularly,  give  any  adequate,  or  indeed  any 
fatisfa&ion  for  Ioffes  differed  by  the  Catholic  weaver  or  pea- 
fant — and  therefore  it  was  not  enough  that  Grand  Julies 
have  the  power,  it  is  indifpenfable  to  impofe  the  obligation. 
Government  trifles  with  the  Northern  weaver,  when  he  fends 
him  for  fatisfadlion  to  a Grand  Jury,  conipofed  of  th^ofe 
very  Magiftrates,  whofe  dipinenels,  or  partiality,  or  bigotry, 

have  been  the  caufe  of  his  Ioffes,  and  his  emigration «He 

laid  he  therefore  had  formed  a Claufe,  which  he  would  read, 
and  by  which  it  was  rendered  obligatory  on  the  County,  to 
indemnify  the  countryman  for  the  injury  he  received,  when 
beaten  or  abufed,  or  driven  from  his  land  and  habitation.  . 
He  laid  he  had  read  the  Bill— -that  he  could  find  no  remedy 
whatfeever  in  the  Bill,  as  at  prefent  formed,  for  fuch  a cafe ; 
— that  in  the  different  preambles,  the  grievance  was  not  feu 
forth — and  in  the  various  proviiions,  it  was  not  compre- 
hended that  the  Bill  complains  of  violence  offered  to  Ma- 
giftrates, of  the  murder  of  vvicneffes,  of  illegal  oaths,  Sec.  Sec. 
but  of  the  threats,  and  force,  and  violence  offered. to  certain 
of  his  Majefty’s  Subjects,  whereby  they  have  been  forced  to 
quit  their  trades,  their  lands,  and  their  tenements — outrages 
of  which,  the  Governor  of  a Northern  county  has  complain- 
ed as  unexampled  in  hiftory — and  to  which  violence  and 
atrocity,  the  Magiftrates  of  that  county  have  borne  their 
teftimony — by  a formal  Refolution,  there  is  in  the  Bill  com- 
plete filence  and  omiffion.  The  Bill  proposes  to  give  extra 
power  to  Magiftrates — this  is  or  may  be  very  effectual,  a>  to 
certain  parts  of  the  country  ; but  wixat  is  the  grievance  of 
Armagh  ? — that  the  Magiftrates  have  not  ufed  the  ordinary 
powers — and  in  fome  cafes  have  abufed  thofe  powers  in  Rich 
a manner,  that  the  iubjeft  has  not  been  protected,  anp  the 
rioter  has  been  encouraged — that  the  Bill  appears  therefore 
without  this  Claufe,  not  faithful  to  its  own  principle — it  is  a 
Bill,  unlefs  amended,  of  partial  coercion,  and  partial  re- 
drels,  it  punifties  (as  it  now  (lands)  difturbance  in  one  part 
ot  the  kingdom,  it  compromifes  with  difturbance  in  another 
—it  prote&s  the  Magiftrates  of  the  Weft,  and  leaves  expofed 


*5* 


PARLIAMENTARY 


the  poor  of  the  North — it  fays  if  you  murder  a Magifhate, 
you  (hall  pay  his  reprefentatives— — but  if  you  drive  away 
whole  droves  of  weavers  in  Armagh,  you  fhall  pay  nothing, 
except  thofe  perfons  pleafe,  by  whofe  fault  they  have  been 
driven  away,  and  fcattered  over  the  face  of  the  earth. — He 
faid  that  Minifters  muft  know  perfectly  well,  that  unlefs  the 
amendment  is  adopted,  the  unfortunate  defcription  of  per- 
fons he  mentioned,  will  get  no  redrefs — the  Government 
may  indeed  fend  a military  force  to  guard  what  remains  of 
them — but  as  to  the  Bill,  it  leaves  them  precifely  as  they 
were — to  fay  that  the  exifting  Law  punifhes  the  offences 
committed  againft  them  is  true,  and  fo  does  the  exifting  Law 
punifli  the  offences  committed  againft  Magiftrates  and  Wit- 
neffes,  and  therefore  is  an  argument  againft  the  whole  of  the 
Bill,  as  much  as  againft  the  Amendment ; but  to  fay  that 
exifting  Law  punilhes  thofe  offences  in  fuch  a fummary  man- 
ner, as  is  neceffary  to  reftrain  them,  is  unfounded — the  truth 
is,  the  exifting  Law  is  not  fufHcient  for  the  cafe  of  Armagh, 
and  the  Bill  don’t  advert  to  that  cafe  at  all ; but  it  has  hap- 
pened that  the  poorer  claffes  of  people  have  fuffered  in  other 
places  as  well  as  Armagh  from  mobs,  and  their  houfes  burned 
without  any  redrefs  whatfoever.  When  the  Magiftrate  has 
fuffered,  the  Jury  has  given  meet  compenfation ; when  the 
countryman  had  his  houfe  pulled  down,  they  in  fome  cafes 
have  given  nothing — a proof  that  the  exifting  Law  is  not 
fufiicient,  and  therefore  that  the  Amendment  is  neceffary, 
and  accordingly  the  Amendment  is  not  confined  to  one 
county,  but  is  general ; and  wherever  the  fubjeff  has  fuffered 
in  his  perfon,  property  or  dwelling,  obliges  the  county  to 
give  him  fatisfa&ion — for  gentlemen  will  indemnify  one  ano- 
ther ; but  it  is  not  equally  certain,  that  they  will  indemnify 
their  inferiors  ; — it  is  therefore  fubmitted  to  you,  that  you 
fhould  take  this  into  confideration,  and  for  the  cure  of  a 
grievance,  as  notorious  as  any  fet  forth  in  . the  Bill,  and  as 
unrelenting  and  outrageous  as  any  thing  fuffered  by  Gentle- 
man or  Magiftrate — that  you  fhould  amend  your  Bill,  and 
adopt  a propofal  which  makes  it  a Bill  of  general  relief,  and 
which  will  tend  to  reconcile  the  country  people,  to  the 
(Length  of  the  whole  of  its  provilions,  when  they  find  them- 
felves  included  in  its  redrefs  and  prote&ion.  The  beft  way 
of  adopting  the  Amendment,  is  to  re-commit  the  Bill — 
for  if  it  is  propofed  on  tfie  report,  it  is  eafy  to  forefee  that  it 
will  not  have  a full  difeufiion  or  a fair  chance,  whereas  if  the 
Bill  was  in  a Committee,  it  is  impoffible  that  thofe  perfons, 
who  are  friends  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  on  the  real  mo- 
tive of  protecting  the  fubjeft  in  a fummary  manner,  would 
Aot  be  friends  to  the  Amendment.  ,rTis  the  more  defireable 
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to  proceed  by  re  committing  the  Bill,  becaufe  there  are  other 
Gentlemen  who  have  Amendments  to  propofe — one  with 
relpeft  to  Juries — which  feems  to  me  deferving  of  every 
con  ^deration.  That  this  propofal,  however,  of  re- 
committing the  Bill,  did  not  proceed  from  a with  to  oppole 
its  progrefs,  or  to  interpofe  delay,  but  from  a convidion 
that  the  Bill,  without  the  Amendment  fuggefted,  was  faife 
to  its  own  principle — and  from  a well  grounded  fear  that 
the  propofal  of  fuch  an  Amendment  in  the  Houfe,  would 
not  be  attended  with  a fair  trial,  a full  difeuflion,  or  the 
chance  of  fuccefs. 

The  Attorney  General  replied  to  Mr.  Grattan.— -He 
oppofed  the  re-committal,  becaufe  the  objects  at  which  the 
Amendments  to  be  propofed  aimed,  were  already  attained 
by  the  exifting  Laws.  Thofe  offences  which  had  been  men- 
tioned by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  as  being  prevalent  in 
the  County  Armagh,  and  which  were  called  papering — i.  e, 
the  expulfion  of  perfons  from  their  lands  or  habitations,  by 
affixing  written  threats  on  their  houfes,  See.  were  already 
made  felony  of  death,  by  the  Ads  of  the  45th  and  16th  of 
Geo.  II.  It  was  therefore  unneceffary  to  enad  new  punifh- 
ments  in  this  Bill,  againft  a crime  to  which  the  Law  had  al- 
ready annexed  the  higheft  penalty  which  could  be  inflided. 
With  refped  to  the  other  objed,  that  of  indemnity  to  the 
fufferers — that  too  was  already  provided  for  by  Law ; for  at 
prefent  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Judge 
before  whom  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the  party  complaining  rmift 
be  proved,  may  prefent  fucji  a Sum  as  they  may  think  ade- 
quate. If  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  did  not  think  this 
enough,  the  proper  mode  would  be  to  bring  in  a Bill,  to 
amend  the  exifting  Ad  on  that  fubjed,  inftead  of  introducing 
the  fubjed  into  this  Bill. 

Mr.  Tig  he,  though  he  profeffed  himfelf  a friend  to  ftreng; 
meafures  at  the  prefent  jundure,  yet  fupported  the  motion 
for  re-committal. — In  very  many  paffages  the  Bill  needed 
Amendments,  which  could  not  be  well  introduced  but  in  a 
Committee.  Of  thofe  paffages,  none  feemed  more  faulty 
than  that  by  which  vagrants  are  fent  to  the  fleet — it  was  ar. 
once  impolitic  and  unjuft — impolitic,  becaufe  it  would  bring 
the  navy-fervice  into  difrepute— -for  who  would  agree  to  mix 
with  incorrigible  rogues,  who  was  not  himfelf  of  that  del- 
cription  ? and  unjuft,  becaufe  it  left  the  liberty  of  the  fub* 
jed,  at  the  mercy  of  men  who,  whether  they  be  good  mea 
or  bad,  mufi  be  equally  interefted  in  the  fentence  which  they 
pronounce--for  if  they  be  good  men  and  good  fubjeds,  they 


r54 


PARLIAMENTARY 


mud  be  interefted  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  and 
will  therefore  feel  aiwas  a propenfity  to  augment  his  recruits 
— if  they  be  timid  men,  and  fearful  either  of  foreign  force 
or  domeftic  difturbance,  they  will  be  under  the  influence  of 
a motive,  which  will  bear  dire&Iy  againfl  the  liberty  of  the 
men  whofe  fate  they  are  to  determine— and  if  they  be  bad 
men,  they  will  be  under  the  influence  of  thofe  bad  paflions 
which  cannot  confift  either  with  mercy  or  juftice.—He  who 
wifhes  either  to  prove  his  loyalty  or  promote  his  intereft,  will 
be  equaIlyprom.pt  to  ufe  his  power  of  fummary  jurifdidlion 
againft  the  liberty  of  the  poor,  for  whether  the  object  be 
acquire  a character  for  zeal  or  the  place  of  a colledor  of 
revenue,  in  either  cafe  the  merit  of  the  man  will  be  menfur- 
ed  by  the  number  of  wretches  he  has  tranfported. 

He  could  not  agree  to  another  part  of  the  Bill,  which 
made  not  only  oaths,  but  even  engagementsy  to  fubmit  and 
conform  to  the  rules  of  any  fociety,  not  lawfully  conftituted 
crimes  of  capital  felony. — He  knew  not  whether  profefliona! 
men  attached  a technical  meaning  to  thefe  words,  but  he 
knew  that  in  their  common  fenfe  they  went  to  make  every 
man  a felon,  who  was  a member  even  of  a charitable  fo- 
ciety, a drinking  club,  and  perhaps  brought  even  the  Whig 
Club  in  danger  of  an  halter — for  undoubtedly  the  words 
lawfully  conjlituted,  could  only  mean  incorporated  by  law. 

The  Bill  fhculd  be  re-committed  for  another  reafon— the 
fame  crimes-r-oaths,  &c. — which  are  punilbed  with  death  in 
one  part  of  the  Bill,  in  another  are  only  punilhed  with  tranf- 
portation  to  the  fleet— thus  the  Bill  was  inconfiflent  with  it- 
feJf,  inflicting  two  punifliments  of  very  different  degrees  for 
the  fame  offence. 

By  this  Bill  he  ohferved,  that  the  Magiftrates  was  enabled 
to  break  open  the  Houfe  of  every  individual  at  any  hour. 
Such  a power  he  was  unwilling  to  confide  in  every  Magif- 
trate  ; if  it  was  neceflary  to  grant  fuch  a power  at  all,  furely 
there  Ihould  at  leaft  be  fome  feleCtion  made  of  thofe  who  were 
lead  likely  to  abufe ; — at  leaft  it  would  be  right  to  withhold 
it  from  thofe  againft  whom  there  already  Jay  ground  of  fuf- 
picion,  and  againft  fome  of  whom,  accufations  of  partiality- 
arid  oppreflion  had  already  been  preferred. 

With  regard  to  that  part  of  the  Bill  which  enabled  a ma* 
jority  of  feven  Magiftrates  to  declare  their  county  in  a ftate 
of  difturbance,  be  muft  alfo  objefh  He  thought  that  in  a 
cafe  of  fo  much  importance,  the  confent  of  the  Governor  of 
the  county  fliould  have  been  made  neceflary,  and  in  his  mind 
the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  county  fliould  alfo  be  coa- 
fulced. 
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No  claufe  in  the  Bill,  however,  appeared  to  him  fo  abfurd 
or  fo  mifchievous  as  that  which  gave  two  Magistrates  a 

power  to  transport  the  Vender  of  a feditious  Paper. Did 

the  Right?Hon.  Father  of  the  Bill  mean,  that  the  feditious 
tendency  of  the  paper  Should  be  firft  afcertaiiied  by  a Jury— 
or  did  he  mean,  that  the  Magiftrates  were  to  determine  as 

well  the  Law  as  the  Fad? If  the  latter  were  the  meaning 

of  the  Claufe,  he  could  allure  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman, 
on  liis  own  knowledge,  that  he  afligned  to  the  Magiftrates  a 
talk,  which  very  many  of  them  were  little  able  to  perform. 
Indeed  it  was,  perhaps,  one  of  the  niceft  points  to  decide, 
what  was  a feditious  writing.  Among  Gentlemen,  even  of 
that  Houfe,  there  probably  would  be  great  difference  of  opi- 
nion on  any  given  publication,  whether  it  were  fedition  or 
not  ? he  was  not  fure  that  fome  Gentlemen  would  not  think 
Arthur  Young’s  book  feditious — It  was  doubtful  whether 
Burke’s  Letter  to  Sir  Hercules  Langrilhe  was  not  in  fome 
palfages  rank  Sedition  ; and  even  Locke,  the  beft  writer,  he 
knew  on  government*  might,  probably  with  trutk,  in  a 
cpuntry  fo  governed  as  this,  be  called  a feditious  and  inflam- 
matory publication.  . 

On  the  whole,  the  Bill  was  fraught  with  palfages,  which 
as  well  from  a regard  to  Juftice  and  the  Conftitution,  as  to 
the  charader  and  good  fenfe  of  Parliament,  ought  to  be 
amended.  The  anfwer  which  had  been  given  by  the  At- 
torney General,  to  the  arguments  of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend 
who  moved  for  the  committal,  he  obferved,  went  only  to  one 
of  his  objedions,  and  left  the  other  untouched — he  could  not 
help  remarking  upon  the  Bill  in  general,  that  it  feemed  to  be 
certainly  founded  on  French  Ideas — on  thofe  principles 
which  regulated  the  tyranny  of  Robefpierre — that  of  appre- 
hending and  punifhing  without  trial,  fufpefied  perfons,  and 
thus  governing  not  by  juftice  but  by  terror — he  did  not  mean 
to  fay  that  thefe  principles  muft  not  in  certain  fituations,  be 
brought  into  operation — but  their  adoption  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  (hewed  at  leaft  that  his  Majefty’s  Adminiftration, 
however  they  might  reprobate  the  French  fyftem  in  theory, 
were  yet  not  averfe  from  fome  points  of  its  pradice — ab  hojh 
doceri — to  take  a lefTon  from  an  enemy.  \ 

Mr.  Knox  [Tyrone,]  thought  the  Bill  would  embarrafs 
the  Magiftracy,  in  putting  it  upon  them  to  declare  their 
County  in  a ftate  of  Infurredion — Gentlemen  would  be  very 
backward  indeed  of  doing  fo — he  thought  Government 
lhould  have  the  power  of  declaring  when  a County  fhould  be 
in  fuch  a ftate  of  difturbance,  as  would  bring  this  Bill  into 
operation.  With  refped  to  the  idea  of  making  the  Verdid 
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of  a jury  necefiary  to  precede  the  fentence  of  the  Magiflrate, 
he  thought  it  inconfiftent  with  the  fcope  of  the  Bill—for  rf 
juries  were  introduced,  they  would  render  it  perfect  ly  in- 
efficient. 

Sir  L.  Parsons  faid,  that  the  powers  which  the  Bill  creates 
were  in  many  inftances  fo  dangerous  and  arbitrary,  that  he 
ihould  vote  for  its  re-committal,  hoping  fome  qualifications 
might  be  adopted  on  further  deliberation  ; but  at  the  fame 
time  he  confeffied,  he  was  not  without  fears  that  the  re-com- 
mittal might  be  productive  of  a contrary  effect ; for  in  the 
prefent  temper  of  gentlemen’s  minds,  the  longer  it  would  be 
tinder  confideration,  the  more  repugnant  perhaps  it  would 
become  to  his  principles.  Such  an  apprehenfion  was  jufbified 
by  the  Claufe  againft  perfons  falling  feditious  Papers,  which 
from  being  a partial  encroachment  upon  the  Liberty  of  the 
Prefs,  had  grown  under  the  correction  of  the  Committee, 
into  a power  totally  deftru&ive  of  it. — By  this  Claufe,  there 
is  not  a Printer  or  Bookfeller  in  this  town,  or  in  this  king- 
dom, that  may  not  be  feized  at  any  ti^pe,  by  any  two  Ma- 
giflrates  whatfoever,  for  felling  any  paper  or  pamphlet  which 
they  may  deem  feditious,  and  'without  any  form  of  Trial fsnt 
aboard  the  Fleet.  It  has  always  been  maintained  in  England 
by  the  mod  conflitutional  Judges,  that  it  is  contrary  to  Lavv 
and  Liberty  in  the  Trial  of  any  Publifher  of  a feditious 
Paper,  to  deny  the  Jury  the  power  of  judging  of  the  Law  as 
well  as  the  Fact : but  in  this  country  hereafter,  a Jury  is  not; 
to  judge  of  the  Law,  nor  even  of  the  Fa<ft,  nor  to  have  any 
part  in  fuch  adjudications,  nor  are  its  Judges  independent  and 
immoveable  but  by  Parliament,  nor  is  it  in  public  Court  with 
the  folemnities  of  a Trial,  but  two  Mag.iftrates  holding  their 
offices  at  will  under  a fervant  of  the  Crown,  whq  are  to  de- 
cide on  both  Law  and  Facfl,  in.  private,  in  their  own  chamber. 

Such  is  the  Law,  which  your  Committee  has  framed  in  a 
midnight  hour,  and*  in  a thin  and  exhaufted  Houfe,  and, 
which  you  are  now  called  upon  to  adopt  without  further  der 
liberation.  If  the  moft  arbitrary  fpirits  through  the  whole 
kingdom,  had  been  brought  together,  with  the  moft  ftudious 
ielecftion,  to  compofe  an  arbitrary  Law  againft  the  Liberty  of 
the  Prefs,  they  could  fcarcely  have  devifed  any  thing,  more 

deflru&ive  than  this. Yet  this  is  blit  a part,  and  a fubor- 

citnate  part  of  the  prefent  Bill.  Look  at  the  other  Claufe;*;, 
in  every  one  of  them  the  fame  fummary  power,  depofited  in 
the  fame  perfons  — -Now  if  the  popular  difturbances  make  it 
j.eceffary  to  depofit  an  arbitrary  power  fomewhere,  would  it 
nt)t  be  wife  to  paufe  a little,  and  confider  where  it  may  be  - 
belt  depofited  ? Is  it  with  the  Magili, rates  ? Men,  in  order  to 
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be  good  judges,  fhould  be  cool  and  impartial  ; but  in  all 
didurbed  Counties  the  Magiftrates,  inftead  of  being  cool, 
-are  in  a high  date  of  inflammation  againfl  the  obje&s  of  this 
Bill ; and  it  is  natural  they  fhould  be  fo.  They  are  not  to 
•be  reprehended  for  this  ; — but  certainly  on  account  of  this, 
■they  are  among  the  laft  perfons  that  fhould  be  entrufled  with 
-an  uncontroulable  power.  And  fo  far  from  being  impartial, 
it  is  impoffible  that  they  fhould  be  fo,  for  they  are  themlelves 
parties.  What  is  the  temper  obfervable  in  thisTioufe  ? Here 
from  fuperior  manners  and  education,  the  human  pafTions 
are  much  mitigated,  and  we  fee  far  more  temper  and  cle- 
mency here,  than  can  be  expe&ed  from  the  interior  Magii- 
•trates  in  the  Country!  Yet  what  is  the  fa<5t  ? — 1 hat  even 
here  every  thing  that  is  faid,  however  violent  againft  the 
difturbers  of  the  peace  is  received  with  plaudits,  but  if  any- 
thing be  faid  to  fofren  overcharged  refentments,  and  to  mix; 
mercy  with  punifhment,  it  is  heard  with  difcontent  and  mur- 
murs. Liberty  of  fpeech  is  qucflioned — the  mod  unworthy 
motives  are  afligned  ; — we  are  called  advocates  for  thofe 
-didurbers — and  for  what? — Becaule,  though  we  reprehend 
their  atrocities  every  time  we  fpeak;  though  we  are  willing 
*0  concur  in  powerful  Laws  for  their  fupprellion,  we  will  not; 
with  a favage  ferocity  confider  nothing  but  their  vices,  and 
offer  fome  humane  condderations  to  footh  fomewhat,  if  pof- 
iible,  the  exacerbated  feelings  of  the  time- 

I faid,  the  fir  ft  day,  and  every  day,  I ha-ve  fpoken 
on  this  fubjeft,  that  thefe  dihurbers  mud  be  put  down.  In 
this  we  ail  agree.  The  only  difference  is  as  to  the  mode. 
Some  fay.,  that  any  two  Magidrates,  without  any  Trial, 
fhould  fend  any  man  they  fufpecl,  aboard  the  fleet,  any  man 
out  of  his  Houfe  before  -Sun  rife,  &c.  We  fay,  add  a Jury 
to  the  Magidrates — and  let  it  be  by  Trial  in  open  Court.  Is 
there  anything  unreafonable  in  this?  Have  Juries  in  the  dis- 
turbed Counties  (hewn  .a  reluctance  to  condemn  ? Afk  the 
Judges  who  have  gone  thofe  Circuits,  and  they  will  tell  you 
that  the  Juries  have  at  lead  been  as  prompt  as  they  could 
wifh.  But  it  is  faid  the  procefs  might  be  too  (low  : and  them 
we  are  told  how  Lowly  the  Trials  proceed  in  this  town.  How 
are  the  cafes  parallel?  Will  there  a.c  thefe  Sedions  be  eminent: 
.advocates  as  in  this  town,  to  plead  for  hours  for  every  pri— 
faner  ? Will  not  the  offences  alledged  be  bmple  and  eatily 
proved  ? It  is  no  unreafonable  computation,  that  at  thefe 
SeBIons,  thirty  or  forty  perfons  in  a day  might  be  tried  for 
thefe  petty  offences,  and  would  not  that  be  a fufficient  num- 
ber to  tranfport  in  a day  from  any  County  ? Are  not  thefe 
(Seilions  to  be  held  every  fourteen  days,  or  ofterer  if  need 
;be  3 Are  not  the  Jufiices  to  continue  fittings  from  day  10 
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day  as  they  think  fit  ? Are  there  not  Gaols  to  contain  the 
remaining  offenders  ’till  there  is  time  to  try  them  ? Is  there 
not  a great  army  to  guard  them  ? What  do  Gentlemen  mean 
then  by  dating  delay  as  an  objection  to  a Jury,  unlefs  they 
want  to  fet  all  the  Magiftrates  at  work  at  once  through  the 
whole  country,  to  drip  it  of  its  Inhabitants  ? But  however, 
if  it  is  determined,  that  there  (hall  be  a fummary  and  arbi- 
trary Tribunal,  why  not  conftitute . fome  new  Tribunal  of 
able  Men,  whe>  are  not  like  the  Magiftrates*  enflamed  by 
paifion,  or  parties  in  the  caufe  ? Why  not  fend  down  fome 
kind  of  fpecial  Commiftion  with  Judges  of  the  land,  vefted 
by  Law  with  thefe  arbitrary  powers  ? The  more  arbitrary 
the  power,  with  the  more  caution  it  fhould  be  exercifed. 
Therefore  take  men  unconnected  with  the  county,  unac- 
quainted with  the  parties  in  it,  and  habituated  to  adminifter 
Juftice.  Such  a tribunal  would  fatisfy  any  defpotic  Monarch 
in  Europe,  and  therefore  ought  not  t6  be  deemed  too  mild 
for  thi$  country,  however  difturbed. 

I have  been  told  that  all  my  propofals  were  milk  and  water 
remedies.  Is  a fummary  power  to  tranfport  by  Juftices  and 
a Jury,  a milk  and  water  remedy  ? I would  have  effectual 
remedies,  but  I am  certainly  againft  hazardous  ones.  A 
fkilful  Surgeon  will  apply  milk  and  water  to  a rankling 
wound  ; but  it  is  the  ignorant  Empiric  who  has  recourfe  to 
violent  applications,  which  often  produce  mortification  and 
death.  An  Hon.  Member  who  is  ftrenuous  for  this  Law  fays, 
that  he  fears  it  will  be  fo  unpopular,  that  in  fome  counties 
where  it  may  be  neceffary  the  Magiftrates  will  not  apply  for 
the  extenlion  of  it — and  therefore  he  wifhes  to  leave  it  en- 
tirely to  the  diferetion  of  Government  to  inflift  it  on  any 
county  as  occafion  may  occur.  His  obfervation  may  be  well 
founded — and  what  follows  from  it  ? That  as  in  fothe  coun- 
ties it  is  apprehended  it  will  be  executed  with  too  much 
rigour,  fo  in  others  it  will  not  be  executed  at  all.  What 
then  is  the  remedy  > To  mitigate  the  Law  : you  thereby 
render  it  a left  dangerous  weapon  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who 
would  be  too  fevere,  and  a lefs  odious  aCt  for  thole  who 
would  be  unwilling  to  encounter  its  unpopularity.  Mitigate 
it  by  adding  trial  by  Jury. — Accompany  that  alio  with  an 
amnefty  for  all  thofe  who  have  not  murdered  or  rpaimed,  or 
committed  any  great  atrocities.  You  did  fo  in  the  year  1 775» 
when  very  fimilar  difturbanees  prevailed,  and  it  had  its 
effeCt. 

At  the  prefent  there  are  very  many  theufands  fubjeCt  to 
capital  puniftiments  for  offences  againft  the  Laws  into  which 
they  may  have  been  unwarily  lead.  Until  you  fuffer  thefe 
to  retuja  within  the  protection  of  the  Law,  you  can  never 
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be  fure  of  eftablifhing  permanent  tranquillity' — but  on  the 
contrary  the  ftronger  you  make  the  Law  againft  them,  the 
more  defperale  ftiil  do  you  render  their  fituation.  In  the 
county  of  Armagh,  an  amnefty  for  both  parties  feems  to  be 
peculiarly  neceffary ; for  either  under  the  denomination  of 
Peep-of-day  Boys,  or  of  Defenders,  almoft  every  man  of 
the  lower  orders  of  every  fedl,  is  implicated  in  offences  againft 
Law. — An  Hon.  Magiftra*e  of  that  county,  has  ddcribed  the 
conduct  of  the  one  party  as  at  one  time  eminently  ufeful — • 
are  they  therefore  to  be  banifhed  ? The  Governor  of  the 
county  has  defcribed  the  other  party,  as  fuffei  ing  moll  cruel 
perfecutions  without  having  committed  any  crimes : are  they 
to  be  banifhed  ? In  fhort  if  there  be  there,  as  is  generally 
reprefented,  a religious  feud  countenanced  or  connived  at  by 
the  upper  orders,  fome  favouring  one  fedt,  fome  the  other, 
it  would  be  the  greateft  cruelty  on  the  lower  orders,  without 
any  amnelly  to  inflidt  this  Law  upon  them. 

The  two  great  amendments  then  which  I would  prq- 
pofe,  are  the  addition  of  a Jury  and  Amnefty,  under  certain 
reftridtions.  A principal  advantage  from  adding  a Jury 
would  be,  not  only  that  you  would  better  enfure  Juftice  be- 
ing done,  but  that  you  would  alfo  fatisfy  the  people  that  it 
was  done.  When  a man  is  condemned  by  his  Peers,  the 
people  may  lament,  but  they  never  murmur^  They  all  go 
away  fatisfied  that  he  has  had  a faif  trial.  They  go  away 
fatisfied  with  that  Government  and  thofe  Laws  which  fecnre 
to  them  fo  impartial  a tribunal,  and  fuch  an  open  and  deli- 
berate Adjudication.  They  go  away  fatisfied  that  they  live 
in  a free  country,  and  they  feel  aw  elevated  gratitude  for  that 
order  of  things,  where  the  wealthieft  Noble  and  the  pooreft 
Peafant,  are  alike  amenable  to  the  fame  Laws,  and  receive 
equal  attention  and  Juftice,  when  accufed  of  any  breach  of 
the®.  But  pafs  this  Law  and  the  triumph  of  the  poor  man 
is  at  an  end.  He  will  then  fee  that  thofe  inftitutions  which 
were  reprefented  as  fo  facred  that  they  could  never  be  vio- 
lated, may  be  thus  depofed,  and  without  any  procefs,  with- 
out any  form  of  Trial,  without  any  regular  Judge  or  Jury, 
he  may  on  the  warrant  of  two  Magiftrates,  be  torn  from  the 
bofom  of  his  family  and  fent  on  board  the  fleet — for  what? 
not  for  being  a Defender  or  any  way  connected  with  Defen- 
ders, but  tor  being  a little  too  late  or  a little  too  early 
going  in  or  coming  out  of  his  hovel.  Gentlemen  talk  of  the 
miichief  of  inflaming  the  people,  but  let  me  tell  them  that 
one  fuch  adt  unjuftly  done  will  inflame  them  more  than  what 
could  be  fafft  here  for  ages.  It  is  not  what  we  may  fay,  but 
what  you  are  going  to  empower  others  to  do,  that  will  ia- 
dame  them. 
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Is  it  wife  then  to  rifk  the  abufe  of  fuch  powers  at  fuch  a 
time  ? You  know  not  what  turn  this  extraordinary  war  may 
rake,  or  whither  its  operations  may  tend  before  it  be  conclud- 
ed. The  profpecl  of  peace  feems  as  diftant  now  as  it  did  the 
firft  day.  France,  whatever  ihe  may  be  fufFering  in  external 
a*nd  cl  ill  ant  parts,  is  ftill  gaining  ftrength  at  home.  Brabant 
has  been  added  to  her — Holland  has  been  added  to  her — 
Spain  is  at  her  feet — Her  armies  are  overrunning  Italy — Her 
finances  are  deranged,  but  her  pecuniary  refources  are  not 
annihilated  ; and  in  men  and  arms  fhe  is  inexhauliible.  What 
fliould  this  teach  the  Gentlemen  of  Ireland — but  to  conciliate, 
as  well  as  to  chaftife — to  reclaim  by  amnefty  thofe  who  are 
reclaimable,  and  to  punifh  by  jult  and  open  Law  thofe  who 
are  not.  It  is  thus  you  will  produce  content  and  folidity  at 
home,  while  other  kingdoms  are  lhaken  to  their  foundations. 
Let  ihe  war  then  move  in  what  direction  it  may,  conduct 
yourfelves  fo,  that  your  people  may  be  contented  and  attach- 
ed, and  you  need  not  fear  its  iffue. 

Sir  F.  Flood  oppofed  the  re- commitment  of  the  Bill  on 
two  grounds,  one  that  every  claule  of  it  had  been  fully  dif- 
cufled  already  in  the  Comittee  in  the  prefence  of  all  Members 
then  attending,  and  that  if  they  did  not  attend  it  was  their 
own  faults  ; befides  they  might  propofe  their  amendments 
on  the  report. — In  the  next  place,  a re  committal  would  oc- 
cafion  delay , which  the  urgency  of  the  occafion  rendered  in- 
expedient. He  faid,  he  did  not  fpeak  as  the  minion  of  one 
fide  or  the  tool  of  the  other,  but  as  a free  and  independent 
Member  of  Parliament,  who  had  been  unjuftly  aggrieved 
by  being  deprived  of  a feat  he  had  a light  to  for  a great 
county,  and  of  an  office,  by  the  hand  of  power. — That  he 
afked  or  looked  for  nothing,  but  would  fupport  Government 
as  long  as  he  thought  them  right.- — He  faid  that  this  Bill 
was  juftified  by  the  flagrant  difturbances  of  the  public  peace 
in  certain  counties,  and  by  precedents  down  from  Magna 
Charta.  He  ftated  fome  Englilh  and  Irifh  ftatutes  of  Henry 
VIII.  and  Charles  I.  and  others,  impowering  one  juftice  to 
punilh  feverely  by  whipping,  &c.  diforderly  perfons  who 
could  not  give  good  reckoning  or  account  of  themfelves. — 
He  contended  that  the  claufe  punifliing  the  hawking  and 
difperfing  fedti'tous  papers  was  founded  on  a juft  and  necef- 
fary  principle — but  not  fo  as  to  affeft  the  juft  Liberty  of  the 
Prefs. 

Mr.  Saumderson  was  for  re*commiiung  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Pelham  in  a very  fliort  fpeech  oppofed  the  re-coni' 
ir.ittal,  as  did  Mr.  Vandeleur. 
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Mr.  Bhquer  y obferved,  that  Adminidration  deferved  at 
?eall  the  praife  of  filence — his  Hon.  Friend  (Sir  L.  Parfons) 
had  on  this,  and  on  a former  occafion  faid  much  that  deferv- 
ed an  anfwer  and  yet  no  anfwer  had  been  given — he  had 
been  rebuked  indeed  for  having  fpoken,  but  no  reply  had 
been  made  to  his  arguments — he  fupported  the  motion  on  the 
ground  that  a fubjedl  fo  important  had  not  met  fufficient 
confederation — and  he  gave  a hidory  of  the  Bill,  to  (hew  the 
celerity  with  which  it  had  palled  through  its  different  ifages. 
— Such  a meafure  as  this,  was  not  one  on  which  the  zeal  of 
gentlemen  fhould  induce  them  to  precipitate — drong  meafures, 
the  date  of  the  country  might  call  for,  and  he  hoped  the 
Houfe  in  i'uch  circumftances,  would  legiflate  with  firmnefs, 
but  he  hoped  they  would  alfo  legiflate  with  deliberation  and 
temper.  None,  not  even  the  warmed  advocates  of  the 
inealure,  denied,  that  it  intrenched  on  the  bed  principles  of 
the  Conditution — on  fuch  a meafure  would  they  deny  gentle- 
men an  opportunity  of  fuggefting  amendments  which  might 
fave  the  Conditution  from  a mortal  wound,  or  at  lead  recon- 
cile the  people  to  the  necedity  of  the  exigence  ? For  his  own 
part,  he  had  infuperable  objections  to  the  Bill  in  its  prelent 
torm,  which  nothing  but  the  modification  of  a Committee 
could  remove.  He  objected  in  the  fird  indance  to  the  Bill 
fo  far  as  it  abrogated  what  every  man  who  knew  any  thing 
of  the  drudture  of  the  Britilh  Conditution  mud  know  to  be 
i s corner  done — the  Trial  by  Jury. — It  had  been  attempted 
to  judify  this  enormous  violation  of  the  fubjecPs  liberty  by  a 
plea  of  neeefficy  which  did  not  exid,  and  of  which  no  man 
had  attempted  to  prove  the  exidence.  It  had  been  faid  in- 
deed that  to  wait  for  the  decifion  cf  a Jury,  before  a man 
fhould  be  taken  from  the  bofom  of  his  family,  and  fent  out 
of  his  country,  would  be  a tedious  procefs — and  would 
greatly  retard  the  rapid  celerity  with  which  it  was  intended, 
that  the  hand  of  power  fhould  fweep  the  country.  In  that 
argument  there  was  no  force — tor  by  the  Bill,  it  would  be 
necedary  that  Seffions  of  the  Peace  fhould  be  held  every 
fourteen  days — now  with  Seffions  fo  frequent,  every  man  who 
knew  the  practice  of  Courts,  mud  fee  that  the  progrefs  of 
the  Law  would  be  fwift  enough  to  reprefs  diforder,  or  to  de- 
populate the  country.  At  the  Old  Bailey,  every  profeffional 
man  knew  that  there  were  frequently  forty  prifoners  difpofed 
of  in  a day — and  forty  men  difpofed  of  in  the  way  prefcribed 
by  this  Bill — by  a Seffion  which  might  be  made  continual  by 
adjournment  from  day  to  day,  were  fiirely  enough  to  glut 
the  maw  of  the  mod  voracious  prcfecution.  But  that  is  not 
the  true  objection  which  Gentlemen  have  to  the  intervention 
of  Juries. — Juries  will  hear  evidence  ! there’s  the  rub — Juries 
Vol.  XVI.  M 
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may  have  a feeling  for  the  liberty  of  an  Irifliman  which  may 
make  them  diftinguifh  between  guilt  and  accufation, — be- 
tween fufpicion  and  nroof^-Did  he  mean  by  this  to  ftigma- 
tizc  the  Magiftracy  r— No  j — If  the  Gentlemen  pleafed  he 
would  agree  to  canonize  the  Magistrates — yet  would  he  not 
agree  that  thefe  Saints  fhould  judge  the  people — he  would 
dill  adhere  to  the  old  conltitutional  principle,  which  he  had 
been  long  taught  to  reverence-~that  the  people  Should  be 
tried  but  by  their  Peers — he  would  confent  that  the  man 
who  was  convidled  fhould  be  fent  from  the  Conftitution,  but 
he  could  not  agree  that  the  Con  hit  ut  ion  fhould  be  fent  from 
him — England  had  often  been  made  the  example  of  Ireland 
— here  Gentlemen  departed  from  England—when  did  fhe 
adopt  fuch  a meafure  as  this  ? Not  when  fhe  was  overrun  by 
a Rebellion  which  (hook  the  Throne  in  1715— nor  When  die 
ivas  again  a/Tailed  by  it  in  45.  The  Houle  of  Hanover,  even 
when  their  claim  to  the  Britifh  Crown  was  queftioned,  at- 
tempted not  to  fecure  its  validity  by  fuch  a Law  as  this.—  - 
No  : — :aniidft  the  various  contells  by  which  liberty  had  been 
endangered,  the  Trial  by  Jury  remained  fafe.~— The  wifdom 
of  a Brttifh  Lcgiflature  knew  that  whatever  changes  might 
be  made  in  law  and  in  policy,  fo  long  as  this  polar  dar,  was 
kept  aloft,  fo  long  fhe  people  would  knew  that  they  were 
Safe  ; — whi'e  they  had  this  rock  to  tie  their  cable  to,  lb  long 
Would  they  have  courage  in  their  hearts,  and  patience  in 
their  fufferings.  “ But  the  people  have  offended  the  Laws.” 
Punidi  them,  then,  with  all  the  feverity  which  the  Laws  can 
inflift.  If  the  Laws  be  inadequate  to  the  punifliment  of  their 
crimes,  enadit  new  ones — but  Jee  that  in  doing  fo,  you  keep 
within  the  wide  and  ample  l'phere  of  the  Conkitution  ; wan- 
der not  beyond  its  holy  limits,  for  beyond  them  there  is  nb 
Safety.  Remember,  that  of  this  Houfe  the  People  are  both 
the  Shelter  and  the  prop — that  when  they  flip  from  under  you, 
you  indantly  fink  into  the  toftimon  ruin  1 If  Gentlemen  want 
to  know  how  muth  the  people:  value  and  refpeid  this  bulwark 
of  their  Liberties,  let  them  view  a crowded  Court  When  a 
Verdi<d  of  guilty  is  pronounced  ;■ — they  will  there  find  with 
what  fdent  reverence  the  crowded  auditory  bow  to  the  deci- 
don  of  the  popular  tribunal ; — det  it  be  conddered  whether 
they  will  bow  with  equal  reverence  and  acquiefcence  to  the 
verdift  of  the  two  Magi  ft  rates— -He  did  not  mean  to  infi- 
nuate  that  the  people  would  refill  the  verdi<5t ; but  he  would 
boldly  lay,  that  they  never  would  yield  to  it,  that  heartfelt 
and  chearful  fubmiflion,  which  can  be  given  to  no  Law,  but 
that  which  is  at  once  conftitutional  aiid  lenient.  Why  had 
tile  Adminiftration  propofed  this  abolition  of  the  bed  Rights 
of  Irifhrrjcn  ? Not  finely  becaufe  it  was  abided?—  for  every 
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Judge  who  went  Circuit  could  tell  them,  that  in  no  one  in- 
ftance  had  there  been  an  acquittal  but  with  confent  of  the 
Judge.  To  a meafure  fo  dangerous  and  fo  ufelefs,  whaC 
reafonable  man  would  give  his  concurrence  ! 

It  had  been  faid,  that  this  Bill  did  not  inflift  tranfporta- 
tion,  but  only  fent  him  who  would  be  dangerous  at  home, 
to  a fervice  abroad,  into  which  others  voluntarily  entered. 
To  feel  the  weight  of  this  argument,  gentlemen  fhould  con- 
ceive thcmfelves  in  the  fituation  of  the  poor  man,  who  is 
brought  before  two  Magillrates  to  be  fentenced  to  the  fleet. 

Would  they  feel  it  a more  lenient  punifliment  chan  tranf- 

portation — to  be  torn  by  an  arbitrary  deciflon  from  all  the 
joys  of  domeflic  life,  to  face  danger  under  the  preflure  of 

infamy  ! Would  a wife  left  to  poverty— a daughter  to 

proftitutioh,  excite  no  pang? — or  is  it  believed  that  the  ten- 
der charities  of  father  and  of  hufband,  are  felt  only  by  the 
powerful  and  the  rich  ? But  the  queftion  was  not  about  the 
degree  of  punifliment. — In  all  Countries  there  was  very 
nearly  an  equality  in  that  refpedl ; death  and  exile  were  pre- 
scribed again!!  certain  crimes,  as  well  in  the  free  as  in  the 
enflaved  Countries — the  only  difference  lay  in  the  mode  of 
afeertaining  the  guilt.  In  free  Countries  guilt  was  ascer- 
tained by  the  opinion  of  difinterefted  men,  equal  in  rank  to 
the  accufed  ; in  defpotic  States,  and  by  this  Law,  in  Ireland, 
it  is  ascertained  by  the  arbitrary  and  final  deciflon  of  the 
firfl  Magiftrate  or  Deputies  which  he  appoints.  Here  lay 
the  objection  to  the  Bill,  which  to  him  was  infuperable. 

The  next  obje<5lion  lay  againft  that  part  of  the  Bill  which 
related  to  the  venders  of  Seditious  papers. — As  the  firfl  part 
of  the  Bill  deftroyed  the  Trial  by  Jury,  this  aboliflied  the 
Liberty  of  the  Prefs.  Mr.  Duquery  on  this  part  of  the  fub- 
jeft,  reafoned  very  ably  to  prove,  that  by  conflituting  the 
Magiflrate  the  Judge  at  once  of  both  the  fa<5l  of  publiftiing 
and  the  nature  of  the  publication,  the  Prefs  was  entirely  at 
his  mercy.  After  a very  able  and  elegant  fpeech,  he  con- 
cluded by  warning  the  Houfe,  that  the  more  deliberately 
they  would  decide,  the  more  effedlually  they  would  iegif* 
late. 

Mr.  Barrington  oppofed  the  re-commhtal. 

Sir  H.  Cavendish  oppofed  the  motion,  and  ftated  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  expediting  the  Bill,  from  a facl  of  fome  men  hav- 
ing been  convi&ed  in  the  Courts  this  morning,  of  a confpi- 
racy  to  murder  a witnefs.  He  went  further,  and  argued  the 
necefflty  of  very  ftroag  meafures  at  this  period, 
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Mr.  C.  Hamilton  faid,  that  if  gentlemen  knew  the  dan- 
ger in  which  Magiilrates  in  the  Country  were — who  were 
frequently  iliot  at  on  the  high  way — they  would  not  fpeak 
againft  the  Bill  as  they  did  ; for  himfel'f,  his  only  objection 
lo  it  was,  that  it  was  not  ftrong  enough. 

Mr.  Osborne  oppofe.d  th^motion,  becatife  gentlemen  had 
not  attended  their  duty  in  the  Houfe,  at  the  proper  time  for 
fuggefting  their  amendments. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  warmly  reprobated  the  habit  which  fo 
much  prevailed  in  the  Houle,  of  endeavouring  to  check  the 
freedom  of  debate,  by  attributing  to  gentlemen  who  fpoke 
their  mind  ftedy,  a defign  to  inflame  the  people.  Pie  op- 
pofed  the  motion  for  re- committal,  on  the  ground  that  the 
time  for  moving  Amendments  to  the  Bill  was  buffered  to  pafr> 
without  any  observation  from  the  gentlemen — that  the  Bill 
as  it  now  hood  was  defenfibie,  on  the  plea  of  necefllty,  and 
from  its  temporary  nature — and  that  the  conftitutional 
writers  who  had  been  quoted  in  oppofition  to  this  meafure, 
had  alluded  only  to  permanent  encroachments  on  the  Con- 
ftiturion,  and  not  thofe  temporary  violations  of  it,  which 
the  exigency  of  treubiefome  times  might  make  neceffary. 

Mr.  Mafon,  Mr.  Holmes,  and  Mr.  Warburton,  alfo  op- 
pofed  the  motion,  but  adduced  no  new  argument's. 
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Mr.  G.  Pcnsonby  faid,  he  had  fat  long  enough  in  that 
Houfe,  to  be  perfectly  regard  I efs  what  motive  might  be  at- 
tributed to  him.  fde  was  for  the  re-committa!  of  the  Bill — . 
Such  objections  as  had  been  Rated  againft  the  motion,  or 
fiich  accufations  as  had  been  made  on  himielf  or  Lord 
Fitzwiliiamds  Adminiftration,  he  was  ready  to  anfwer — 
but  a learned  gentleman  had  preferred  fuch  a charge 
againft  that  Adminiftration,  as  he  reallv  could  not  an- 
fwer,  becaufe  he  could  not  underhand.  He  would  how-* 
ever  read  the  learned  gentleman's  words,  in  hope  that  either 
he  or  fome  of  his  friends  might  help  him  to  their  meaning. 
— He  had  faid  that  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  Adminiftration  was 
“ a mixed  degree  of  a mafs  of  infanity — that  they  had  en- 
deavoured to  govern  by  the  (bouts  of  the  people,  inftead  of 
the  voice  of  the  people,  and  had  unfed  things  which  in  their 
nature  could  be  united  only  by  being  kept  diftindt.”  This 
accufation  however  elegantly  delivered,  and  however  ftrong 
it  might  be,  he  confcfied  he  was  not  able  to  underftand,  and 
therefore  could  not  anfvver — it  required  an  intellect  like  that 
of  the„iearued  gentleman  himfelf,  to  meet  it  with  eftfedt  l 
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To  the  ahertion  of  gentlemen,  that  it  was  not  neceffary 
to  take  any  particular  notice  of  the  County  Armagh,  becaufe 
the  exihing  Laws  were  fufHcient  to  punifii  the  crimes,  by 
which  that  Country  was  difgraced.  he  a'nl  We  red,  that  the 
enormities  which  had  been  declared  by  the  Governor  of  the 
County  to  have  been  committed,  and  which  the  Governor 
himl'elf  emphatically  faid  went  beyond  any  enormities  which 
ever  difgraced  any  Country,  were  fuch  as  the  exihing  Laws 
were  not  calculated  fully  to  reach,  and  they  were  of  that 
kind,  that  a fair  and  impartial  Government  fhould  be  glad 
to  catch  at  every  opportunity  to  punifh  or  prevent  them. 

\Vjth  refpeft  to  the  Law  which  a Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
[Attorney  General]  had  mentioned,  as  fully  equal  to  pro- 
cure indemnity  to  the  fuller  ers  in  that  unfortunate  County — - 
he  could  eafily  fhew  him  that  it  w as  far  from  being  fufficient 
for  the  purpofe.  In  that  Law  it  was  left  to  the  diferetion  of 
the  Jury  to  prelent  or  not.  Now  it  had  been  fairly  proved, 
that  the  Magi  11  racy  of  that  County  did  not  deal  juftice  with 
an  impartial  hand  — could  it  reafonably  be  hoped,  that  a 
Grand  Jury  would  be  very  ready  to  prefent  for  an  indemnity 
to  him  who  has  fuffered  through  their  fault,  whole  h o life  has 
been  burned,  becaufe  Magiftracy  would  pot  interfere  to  fave 
it,  or  who  has  been  expelled  from  his  habitation,  becaufe  the 
Ma-giftrate  refufed  to  hear  his  complaint  ? No  : If  Admi- 
nitration  were  fincere  in  a v/ i Hi  to  protect  the  unfortunate 
fufferer  in  that  County,  as  they  were  to  punihi  the  offenders 
in  other  parts  of  the  Country,  they  could  not  hefitate  for  a 
moment  to  adopt  the  Amendment  offered 

He  was  not  one  of  thefe  who  entertained  a favourable 
opinion  of  what  the  hate  of  the  country  was  likely  to  be  ; 
yet  he  did  not  think  the  time  was  yet  come  for  putting  the 
liberty  of  the  people  into  the  hands  of  two  Magihrates,  even 
though  one  of  them  fhould  be  of  ihs  quorum.  No  necehity 
Ihort  of  the  abfolute  danger  of  an  annihilation  of  the  Con- 
flitution  could  juflify  this  meafure.  [A  cry  of  hear!  hear!] 
From  this  unfriendly  interruption  of  gentlemen  on  the  other 
iide  I am  to  underhand,  faid  he,  that  they  think  that  danger 
already  arrived.  Though  they  have  undoubtedly  brought 
the  country  into  a very  critical  fttuation,  yet  the  gentlemen 
impute  to  thcmfelves  more  guiit  than  they  deferve — they 
have  not  yet  brought  us  to  that  hate — there  are  yet  only 
five  Counties  dihurbed,  and  even  in  thefe  Counties,  the  dis- 
turbances have  much  abated  within  the  laft  months.  There 
is  therefore  as  yet,  no  good  reafon  for  reforting  to  this  dan- 
gerous and  defperate  remedy. 

Gentlemen  had  mentioned  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Acf,  as  an  inhance  fimilar  to  that  which  was  now 
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propofed — they  were  in  fa&  very  different— as  different  as  the 
degrees  of  punifhment,  between  imprifonment  and  tranfpor- 
tation.  By  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A<ft,  the 
Magiftrate  was  enabled  to  apprehend  and  confine  perfons 
without  oath,  from  whom  there  was  reafon  to  fear  danger  to 
the  State  ; by  this  Bill,  the  Magiftrate  would  be  enabled  not 
only  to  apprehend  and  imprifon,  but  without  any  trial  by 
Peers  to  tranfport  rqen  out  of  the  kingdom. — The  power 
given  to  the  Magiftrates  by  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Aft,  was  in  times  of  danger  evidently  neceffarv  ; — * 
and  if  that  degree  of  power  would  fatisfy,  he  would  willingly 
grant  it  to  the  Magiftrate  at  this  juncture.  And  what  morq 
could  reafonably  be  looked  for?  What  danger  could  be  ap- 
prehended from  a man,  however  traiterous  or  mifchievous, 
when  in  the  body  of  a gaol?  A greater  degree  of  power; 
could  only  be  made  an  inftrument  of  oppfeflion,  and  he  never* 
would  agree,  that  the  firft  Blefting  of  the  Conftitution,  the 
trial  by  fair  and  honeft  men,  fhould  be  fuperfeded  to  gratify 
the  malice  of  one  fet  of  men,  or  the  unguarded  fears  of 
another. 

The  Claufe  which  related  to  the  vending  of  feditious 
papers,  he  confefted  he  did  hot  underhand,  if  the  meaning 
of  it  was  not,  that  the  Magiftrate  fhould  be  the  judge  of 
what  was  or  was  not  a feditious  publication  ; and  if  that  was 
the  meaning  of  it,  he  knew  no  words  in  which  to  exprefs  his 
abhorrence  of  it. — Among  that  clafs  of  men,  there  might 
be  found  many  who  knew  no  more  what  was  meant  by  fedi- 
tion,  than  the  moft  ignorant  man  in  the  community. — What 
would  be  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  under  their  jurifdidHon  ? 
But  the  Claufe  went  farther  than  even  punifhing  thofe  who 
might  vend  what  the  Magiftrafes  fhould  deem  feditious — it 
went  to  make  the  imfortunate  and  ignorant  man  or  boy, 
who  fhould  hawk  an  unftamped  paper,  liable  to  tranfporta- 
tion! — This  was  a Law  that  could  not  be  exceeded  in  the 
Code  of  Draco.  But  the  Claufe  went  farther,  knd  in  a 
manly  manner  condemned  even  the  old  women  who  fhould 
have  the  misfortune  to  hawk  an  unftamped  paper,  liable  to 
be  committed  to  gaol — there  to  remain  until  fhe  {hall  do, 
what  probably  (lie  may  never  be  able  to  do,  difcover  the' per-* 
Ion  from  whom  fhe  received  fuch  paper  ? Thus  admirably 
did  his  Majefty’s  Law  Officers  legiftate — thus  nicely  did  they 
apportion  punifhment  to  crimes ! With  fo  many  imperfec- 
tions, and  fo  many  legiflative  abfurdities,  would  gentlemen 
refufe  to  re-commit  the  Bill,  in  order  that  fome,  at  leaft  of 
its  many  errors  might  be  rectified.  Mr.  Ponfenby  theh  con- 
cluded by  declaiming  any  party  motive  in  his  prefent  con- 
du<5l ; he  did  not  oppofe  the  Bill,  but*thofe  two  Claufes  of  it 
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^hjch  be  thought  no  friend  to  the  Liberty  or  Conflitution  of 
Ireland  could  fupport,  and  which  for  himfelf  he  would  never 
agree  to.  Had  he  been  influenced  by  party  views,  and  wifhed 
to  ferve  the  enufe  of  Adminiftration,  he  would  have  efpoufed 
the  caufe  of  the  Ipfurgents ! for  they  were  their  bell  friends. 

Here  Mr.  Ponfonby  reprobated  the  conduct  of  the  diforderlv 
part  of  the  people,  who,  while  a conftitutional  oppofition  were 
obtaining  for  them  a Place  Bill,  a Penflon  Bill,  a Refponfibility 
Bill,  and  other  ufeful  meafures,  had  provided  for  themfelves  a 
Gunpowder  Bill,  which  deprived  the  Freeman  of  his  Arms — -a 
Convention  Bill  which  flopped  the  voice  of  the  people,  and 
brought  liberty  to  almoft  its  laft  gafp  ; and  now  had  enabled 
them  to  bring  forward  this  meafure  which,  were  it  to  be  per- 
manent, would  be  the  grave  of  the  Conflitution.  Who  could 
talk  of  improvement  in  the  Conflitution,  while  the  dagger  of 
the  Aflafiin  was  at  his  throat  ? or  who  could  talk  fo  eloquently 
of  the  faults  of  Adminiflration,  as  to  catch  attention  from  him 
who  feared  for  his  life  and  his  fortune,  and  clung  to  the  arm  of 
power,  as  alone  able  to  protect  him  ? He  had  always  been  a 
friend  to  the  people,  and  v/ould  continue  fo  : but  to  a people 
fo  infatuated  as  to  refort  to  crimes  moft  horrid,  to  meliorate 
their  condition,  and  who  feemed  ready  to  wade  through 
flaughter  to  catch  perhaps,  a doubtful  advantage,  no  man  could 
do  fervice,  unlefs  it  were  by  warning  them  that  they  who  thus 
abufed  liberty,  deferved  to  be  flavei. 

Sir  J.  Parnel  complimented  Mr.  Ponfonby  on  the  manly 
and  open  manner  in  which  he  had  fpoken  thofe  fentimenrs, 
which  every  man  mufl  feel  on  the  conduct  of  the  Infurgenrs. 
He  alluded  to  the  arguments  of  Sir  Lau.  Parfons,  and  faki 
he  found  himfelf  little  inclined  to  believe  the  predictions  of 
him,  who  laft  year  had  fo  confidently  foretold  the  wonderful 
events  that  were  to  be  atchieved  by  the  junction,  of  the  naval 
force  of  Spain  and  Holland.  He  contended  that  the  enact- 
ments of  this  Bill  were  not  as  they  had  been  ftated  to  be,  un- 
exampled, for  in  the  17th  of  Geo.  II.  a power  precifely  fimilar 
to  that  given  hy  this  Bill,  had  been  vefted  in  the  Magiftrates, 
To  the  authority  of  Mr.  Young,  who  had  been  quoted  on  the 
affairs  of  Ireland,  he  would  not  pay  fo  great  deference  as  it 
had  received  from  the  Hon.  Baronet  who  quoted  him.  Mr. 
Young  was  a farmer,  whofc  exprefs  bufinefs  to  Ireland,  and  in 
his  work,  was  to  depreciate  the  manufactures  of  this  country. 
—Even  in  farming,  his  proper  province,  Mr.  Young’s  opinions 
had  been  repeatedly  found  to  be  wrong— he  fhould  therefore 
pay  but  little  attention  to  his  opinion  in  fubjeCts  of  Legifla- 
tion. 
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Mr.  Ponsonby  faid  a few  words  in  explanation  and  fuppnrt 
of  his  opinion,  that  the  meafure  of  this  Biil  was  unexamp- 
led. 

Mr.  M.  Be  res  ford  oppofed  the  motion  for  re-committal, 
as  did  alfo, 

Mr.  Fox,  who  contended  that  the  Biil  was  conftitutional, 
becaufe  the  Conftitution  certainly  permitted  a fufpenfion  of 
fome  of  its  fun&ions,  for  the  falvation  of  the  reft. 

He  faid  the  privilege  of  arbitrary  arreft,  which  Mr.  P. 
was  willing  to  allow,  would  be  ufelefs,  for  no  prifons  would 
be  able  to  hold  all  the  perfcns  who  might  reafonably  be  fuf- 
pefted.  With  regard  to  the  Amendment  mentioned  for  making 
it  imperative  on  Juries  to  prefent,  he  thought  it  was  a libel  on 
Juries,  pronounced  by  thofe  very  perfons  who  affe&ed  to 
plead  their  caufe.  The  country,  he  faid,  was  now  engaged  in 
a conteft  between  the  wealth,  the  charafter,  the  information  of 
the  country,  and  the  poverty,  the  profligacy,  and  the  igno~ 
ranee  of  it,  and  it  was  the  fate  of  this  Bill  only,  which  would, 
determine  victory  to  either  fide. 

Mr.  Egan  was  againft  the  re-comrmttal~— as  was 

Mr.  Maxwell,  Sir  J.  Blaquiere,  and  Mr  Alexander* 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  negatived  without  a divL 
fion. 

Adjourned. 


Tueshay,  March  i,  1796. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqjjer  moved,  that  a. 
Vote  of  Credit  ;r  £.300,000  at  5 per  Cent,  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty  for  the  further  exigencies  of  the  year,  and  that  the 
Houfe  will  make  good  the  fame. 

Agreed  to,  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a Bill  purfuant 
thereto. 

The  Attorney  General  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill,  to  make  Confpiracy  to  Murder,  Felony,  without  Benefit 
of  Clergy.  Leave  given. 

He  then  prefented  the  Bill,  which  was  read  a firft  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a fecond  time  to-morrow. 
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The  Houfe  was  rcfolved  into  Committee  on  the  Bill  for 
transferring  the  Jurifdittion  of  Civil  Bills,  from  the  Judges  of 
Aftize,  to  the  Juftices  of  Quarter  Seftions. 

In  this  Committee,  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pelham,  in  anfwer 
to  fome  remarks  of  Mr.  Smith,  touching  his  objection  to  the 
Principles  of  this  Bill,  as  going  to  take  away  a very  confide- 
rnble  ihare  of  official  emoluments  of  the  Judges  going  circuit, 
without  fubftituting  any  compenfation  in  lieu  thereof,  ftated, 
that  an  arrangement  on  this  head  was  certainly  in  the  contemp- 
lation of  Government,  previous  to  the  introduction  of  this  Bill, 
nnd  which  only  waited  the  fate  of  the  Bill  through  both 
Houfes,  in  order  to  be  carried  into  application .* — By  this  ar- 
rangement, while  the  emoluments  arifing  from  Civil  Bills  were 
taken  away  by  this  Bill,  and  transferred  to  the  account  of  the 
public  fri  form  of  a (lamp  duty,  it  was  determined  that  the 
Salaries  of  the  Judges  fliould  be  increafed  in  the  following 
fcale,  viz. 

To  raife  the  Salary  of  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  to  4000I.  per  annum  ; that  of  theCbief  Juftice  of  theCouit 
of  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Chief  Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer to  3500I.  a year  ; he  alfo  ftated,  that  Barrifters  were  to 
be  appointed  to  prefide  at  the  Quarter  Seftions  for  each  county  ; 
the  main  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  facilitate  and  expedite  the 
public  bufinefs  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  to  prevent  per- 
sons, by  bringing  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  immediately 
home,  from  lofing  their  time,  and  being  put  to  expence  in  at- 
tending the  Affizes. 

Mr.  Stewart  [Killimoon]  obferved,  that  this  Bill,  was  a 
B'll  of  great  confequence,  and  ought  to  be  difeufted  when  the 
Committee  would  be  more  fully  attended.  He  therefore  moved, 
that  the  Chairman  do  report  progrefs,  and  afk  leave  to  ft 
again  to-morrow. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche  qjje r obferved,  that  th’s 
increafe  of  Salary  to  the  Judges,  was  nor  to  be  conftdered  ; s 
an  increafed  expence  to  the  public,  as  the  ftamp  duty  on  Civil 
Bills  would  amount  to  £.20,000  per  annum  at  the  prefent  ave- 
rage, and  which  the  Suitors  paid  to  the  Revenue,  inftead  oi 
paying  it  to  the  Judges. 

On  the  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Corry,  General  Cunningh.\i! 
and  Mr.  Pelham,  urging  the  necefliry  of  going  through  the 
Bill  in  the  Committee, 

Mr.  St  ewart  confented  not  to  prefs  his  motion. 

The  Bill  was  then  gone  through  with  amendments. 
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Wednesday,  March  2,  1796. 

A motion  was  made  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Mr.  Otti well’s  bufinefs,  do  forthwith  report  a refolution 
which  the  Committee  had  come  to  this  day,  refpeCling  the 
prevarication  of  James  Farrell,  a witnefs  examined  before 
that  Committee. 

This  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Rochfort , who  thought  it  ex** 
tremely  hard  that  Mr.  Farrell,  who  came  forward  under  the 
protection  of  that  houfe,  as  a witnefs  to  aid  the  inquiries  of 
its  Committee,  fhould  be  deemed  guilty  of  prevarication, 
merely  becaufe  he  afferted  upon  oath,  that  which  another 
witnefs  had  denied  upon  oath,  and  who  by  that  denial  was  to 
pocket  300c!.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  Farrell  flood  uncontra- 
diCled  by  any  other  teflimony  on  oath  ; a noble  lord  had  in- 
deed been  examined,  and  had  fitted,  but  not  upon  oath,  a 
converfation  which  had  loofely  occurred  near  a year  fince, 
and  of  which  it  was  highly  prpbable  his  Iqrdfliip  had  not  a 
very  accqrate  recol  leCtion  ; was  this'  to  go  againfl  the  teflimony 
of  a man  on  his  oath,  in  order  to  convict  that  man  of  preva- 
rication ? — for  his  part  he  fhould  oppofe  the  receiving  of  that 
part  of  the  report,  unlefs  the  Committee  fhould  alfo  report 
that  part  of  the  evidence  upon  which  that  refolution  was 
grounded.  4 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pelham  was  for  hearing  the  report 
read,  as  he  had  not  attended  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  An nes ley  urged  the  report  of  the  refo- 
lution. He  contended  that  the  charge  of  prevarication  was 
not  founded  on  the  contradiction  of  other  evidence  to  that  of 
Farrell,  but  to  Farrell’s  contradiction  of  himfelf,  for  when 
crofs-examined  by  an  Hon.  Member  (Mr.  Hoare),  he  contra- 
dicted every  tittle  of  the  evidence  he  had  given  the  moment; 
before. 

The  queflion  being  now  put  that  the  report  of  the  refolu- 
tion be  now  received,  it  was  carried,  and  Mr.  Townfhend, 
brought  up  the  report,  which  was  read,  “ Refolved  that 
James  Farrell,  in  giving  his  evidence  before  this  Committee, 
has  grofsly  prevaricated— -and  that  this  refolution  be  reported 
to  the  Houfe.” 

This  refolution  was  carried, on  a diyiuon  in  the  Committee. 
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Ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rochfort,  that  it  be  an  in- 
ftruCtion  to  the  Committee,  Specially  to  report  to  this  Houfe 
that  part  of  the  evidence  upon  which  this  refolution  is 
founded. 

Ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Marcus  Beresford,  that  Mr. 
Farrell  do  attend  this  Houfe  to-morrow. 

Read  a third  time  the  great  xvloney  Bill. 

Colonel  BrAQjjtERE,  before  this  Bill  fhould  pafs,  rofe  to 
make  an  obfervation  or  two,  relative  to  a fum  of  800I. -in- 
cluded therein,  as  compenfation  to  the  keeper  of  the  Four 
Courts  Marfhalfea,  for  lol's  of  fees.  He  had  read  a petition 
he  faid,  from  a Mr.  Hamilton,  confined  in  that  prifon,  ftating 
fome  circumstances  which  ought  not  to  efeape  the  knowledge 
of  the  Houfe,  as  they  materially  concerned  the  conduct  of  a 
perfon  upon  whom  the  Houfe  had  in  this  Bill  conferred  a moft 
liberal  bounty. 

This  petition,  he  faid,  flared  that  the  chimnies  of  the 
prifon  were  fo  foul,  as  to  render  the  apartments  intolerable 
from  fmoke,  whenever  the  wretched  inhabitants  happened  to 
have  the  means  of  purchafmg  a little  fire  ; that  the  pumps 
were  fo  foul  and  choaked,  as  to  furniih  a very  bad  fupply  of 
water ; and  the  privys  fo  over-charged,  as  not  to  be  ap- 
proached ; while  men  accuftomed  to  decency,  before  they  had 
loft  their  liberty,  were  forced  to  the  diftreiling  alternative  of 
annoying  each  other  by  converting  the  lobbies  into  privies. 
The  rooms  were  not  fwept  once  a month,  inftead  of  once  a. 
week,  and  in  fhort  the  prevalence  of  filthinefs  and  r.egleCt 
rendered  the  miferies  of  imprifonment  doubly  aggravating  to 
the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  the  place  : and  comparing  this 
conduct  of  the  Marihal,  with  his  great  emoluments  of  1200I. 
a year  by  the  prifon,  and  now  Sool.  more  to  make  up  for  fome 
debts  in  thofe  emoluments,  he  trufted  the  Houfe  would  fee 
that  his  firft  objections  to  this  grant  were  not  unfounded,  and 
that  the  Marfhal  was  not  quite  fo  worthy  of  the  bounty  of 
Parliament,  as  fome  gentlemen  were  pleafed  to  think  him. 

He  f^id,  it  was  frequently  his  misfortune  to  be  too  late  in 
his  obfervations  ; he  fhould  make  no  motion  at  prefent,  but 
only  threw  out  what  he  had  faid  for  the  guidance  of  the  Houfe 
in  future. 


Adjourned. 
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Thursday,  March  3,  179 6.‘ 

Read  a third  time,  patted,  and  ordered  to  the  Lords,  the 
Bill  for  the  better  adminiftrarion  of  juftice,  for  the  better  re- 
covery of  fmall  debts,  and  for  the  better  prefervation  of  the 
peace  within  the  counties  at  large. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqjjfr  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a Bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  foap  and  can- 
dles for  a limited  time,  except  to  his  Majelty’s  dominions. 
Leave  given. 

He  alfo  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill  for  making  a re- 
duttion  on  the  drawback  of  the  duties  on  the  exportation  of 
fugar.  Leave  given. 

Mr.  Barrington  brought  up  the  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  date  of  the  coal  trade  ; 
which  was  received,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  alfo  brought  up  the  report  from  the  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  pernicious  practice  of  foreftalling  provifions  ; 
which  was  received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Barrington  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill  to 
regulate  the  coal  trade,  to  prevent  the  foreftalling  of  provi- 
fions, and  for  multiplying  coal  yards  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor  in  time  of  fcarcity. — Leave  given.  He  then  prefented 
the  Bill,  which  was  read  a firft  time,  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  to  be  read  a feccnd  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pelham  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill  for  in- 
creasing the  falaries  of  the  Chief  Juftice  and  other  Juftices  of 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  ; of  the  Chief  Juftice  and  other 
juftices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  and  of  the  Chief 
Baron  and  other  Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer.*— Leave 
given. 

Read  a fecond  time,  and  committed  for  to-morrow,  the 
Ele&ion  Bill  ; alfo  the  Bill  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  grant  an 
annuity  to  the  Earl  of  Athlone. 


Adjourned. 
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Friday,  March  4,  1796. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  condud  of  the 
Commiflioners  of  Wide-ftreers  was  moved  by  Sir  John  Blaquiere 
to  come  to  three  refolurions,  in  fubftunce  as  follows  : 

“ That  the  bargain  made  by  the  Commiflioners  with  Mr. 
Ottiwell,  was  a provident  and  good  bargain  for  the  public. 

“ That  the  Commiflioners  in  demiflng  to  Mr.  Ottiwell 
certain  ground  not  then  in  their  pofleflion,  had  exceeded  their 
powers. 

‘‘  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  a Bill 
fliould  be  brought  in  to  make  valid  certain  contrads  made  by 
the  Commiflioners.” 

On  the  firft  refolution  it  was  obferved  by  Mr.  Maxwell, 
that  though  he  fliould  not  oppofe  it,  becaufe  he  thought  the 
Commiflioners  had  aded  to  the  beft  of  their  knowledge  and 
abilities,  yet  when  he  had  heard  from  a very  refpedable  man 
(Mr.  Sherrard)  examined  on  oath  by  the  Committee — that  th.e 
public  had  loft  by  this  bargain  with  Mr.  Ottiwell  a fum  of 
44,000!.  he  could  by  no  means  think  that  that  bargain  was  a 
provident  one. 

Mr.  Commiftioner  Be  res  ford  faid  that  though  it  appeared 
the  Board  had  accepted  from  Mr.  Ottiwell  44,0001.  lefs  than 
Mr.  Sherrard  had  eftimated  the  ground  to  be  worth,  yet  it  did 
not  follow  that  the  public  had  loft  fo  much.  The  fad  was 
that  the  Board  were  unable  to  obtain  any  thing  like  the  fum 
mentioned  in  the  eftimate — and  it  had  appeared  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  Mr.  Sherrard  himfelf,  that  for  the  mod  valuable  of 
the  lots  which  he  had  eftimated,  the  Commiflioners  at  public 
audion  could  get  only  20s  per  foot,  though  a confiderable 
length  of  time  alter  Mr.  Ottiwell  got  thofe  grounds  they  rofe 
to  3I.  5s.  per  foot. 

Mr.  C.  Beresford  contended  the  bargain  was  provident, 
becaufe  by  fetting  the  ground  all  at  once  to  Mr.  Ottiwell,  the 
Commiflioners  were  enabled  to  fave  a very  contiderable  lum  to 
the  public,  by  difeharging  debts  for  which  they  were  paying 
very  high  intereft  ; if  they  had  waited  to  fet  the  different  lots 
one  after  another  at  long  intervals  of  time,  the  public  would 
have  loft  by  the  delay  120,0001.  inftead  of  the  44,000!.  which 
was  now  falfely  fuppofed  to  be  loft  by  the  bargain. 

The  refoiution  puffed  in  the  aflhrnative. 
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It  was  propofed  by  Mr.  Hoark  to  amend  the  fecond  refo- 
lution  by  declaring,  “ that  whatever  contracts  had  been  made 
by  the  Commiflloners  relating  to  grounds  not  at  the  time  of  the 
agreement  in  the  actual  polfefiion  of  the  Commiflloners,  were 
null  and  void*” 

Th  is  amendment  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Commiffloner  Be- 
resford,  Mr.  M.  Beresford,  Counfellor  Johnfon,  Sir  Frederick 
Flood,  and  Sir  John  Blaquiere,  partly  becaufe  that  would 
properly  be  an  object  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  in  the 
Bill  intended  to  be  brought  in,  and  partly  becaufe  it  would  be 
unjuft  to  invalidate  a bargain,  on  the  faith  of  which  much  of 
the  private  property  of  other  individuals  than  Mr.  Ottiwell 
fud  been  expended. 

The  amendment  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Hoare  and  Mr.  W„ 
Smith,  on  the  ground  of  its  directly  following  the  refutation 
itfelf,  which  declared,  that  the  Commiflloners  had  exceeded 
their  powers  in  thofe  contrails,  and  therefore  the  bargain,, 
though  it  might  be  buffered  to  remain  valid  as  to  other  pur- 
chafers,  was  void  as  to  Mr.  Ottiwell. 

The  amendment  however  was  not  prefled,  and  the  refolu- 
tions  were  agreed  to  without  any  oppofition. 

Houfe  having  fat, 

Mr.  Pelham  prefented  a Bill  for  encreafing  the  Salaries  of 
the  Judges. 

Read  a firft  time. 

Mr.  Cor ry  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill— -which  he 
afterwards  introduced— %for  the  better  regulation  of  the  wollen 
and  cotton  manufactures. 

Read  a firft  time. 

The  Attorney  General  introduced  a Bill,  which  was 
read  a firft  time,  for  amending  an  act  of  the  1 6th  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  for  preventing  tumultuous  rifings — by  impowering 
Grand  Juries  to  prefent  fums  for  the  indemnification  of  fuffer- 
ers  by  fuch  tumultuous  rifings. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  on  the  Bjll  to 
amend  the  election  aCt  of  laft  feflion, 
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Mr.  Johnson  complained  that  this  was  indecent  fyafte,  the 
printed  copy  of  the  Bill  being  only  this  evening  put  into  his 
hand.  He  reprobated  the  Bill  very  vehemently  for  containing 
a phraze  which  had  never  yet  been  ufed  in  any  ftatutt — i.  e. 
'*  alluded  to ” — (which  phraze  rurned  out  to  be  an  error  of  the 
prefs)  he  then  commented  on  the  election  aft  itfelf,  patted 
kft  fettion — and  pointed  out  a variety  of  paflages  in  it,  which 
he  called  erroneous  in  language,  and  abfurd. 

He  oppofed  going  into  Committee  on  a Bill  which  he  had 
had  fo  little  time  to  confider,  and  which  wenc  fo  imperfeftly 
to  amend  the  aft  it  was  defigned  to  correft. 

Mr.  Maxwell  ridiculed  the  pompous  manner  in  which  the 
Honourable  Gentleman  had  introduced  fuch  very  frivolous 
objeftions,  and  declared  he  never  faw  fo  ftrongly  exemplified, 
the  old  claflical  proverb,  “ Part uriunt  monte sy  nafeitur  ridiculus 
Titus  !v  To  him  it  appeared  that  the  only  effeft  of  the  Hon. 
Gentlemans  obfervation  was  to  prove  that  he  had  all  the  qua- 
lities neceflary  to  make  a good  correftor  of  the  prefs,  but  did 
not  at  all  tend  to  fhew  that  he  had  either  the  vigilance  of  a 
good  legrflator,  or  the  fagacity  of  a wife  one — elfe  he  would 
have  attended  the  Committee  in  which  the  aft  he  reprobated 
had  been  confidered,  inftead  of  coming  here  to  depreciate 
what  was  the  law  of  the  land — or  he  would  have  fuggefted 
fome  amendments  to  the  palfages  of  which  he  complained, 
inftead  of  contenting  himfelf  with  finding  faults  which  he  did 
not  attempt  to  remedy. 

Mr.  Daly  did  not  deny  that  there  might  be  fome  imper- 
feftions  in  the  aft,  one  of  which  this  Bill  went  to  amend— 
but  he  thought  it  would  have  better  become  the  Hon.  Member 
to  have  came  forward  to  give  his  grammatical  inftruftion  to 
Gentlemen  w’hen  the  Bill  was  in  Committee  laft  fettion,  in 
which  Committee  it  had  been  at  lead  ten  different  times,  tha* 
at  prefent. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  profeiTed  himfelf  greatly  difap- 
pointed  at  the  emptinefs  of  rhe  remarks  which  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  delivered  with  fo  grave  and  diftatorial  a face  $ 
he  anfvvered  moft  of  the  objeftions  which  had  been  made  to 
particular  parts  of  the  Eleftion  Aft,  and  faid  it  would  nave 
been  better  for  the  Bill  had  the  Hon.  Gentleman  attended  to 
it  in  its  long  progrefs  through  the  Committee  with  that  zeal 
which  he  knew  fo  well  how  to  exert  when  paid  for  it  in  ano- 
ther place,  than  to  have  thusftiewn  his  inattention  to  his  duty.. 
and  his  ignorance  cf  tfye  Bill  as  a Legiflator 
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Mr.  M.  Be  res  ford  objected  to  the  committal,  from  a 
with  to  have  time  to  confider  and  provide  a remedy  for  im- 
perfections of  the  Bill  at  once. 

Mr.  Johnson  fpoke  a few  words  in  vindication  of  his  for- 
mer opinion. 

On  the  queflion  being  put  that  the  Speaker  fhould  leave  the 
Chair — -it  was  carried  without  a divifion. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  into  Committee  on  the  Bill, 

Mr.  Daly  in  order  to  give  Gentlemen  full  time  to  confider 
it,  moved  that  the  Chairman  fhould  report  progrefs,  and  afk 
leave  to  fit  again  to-morrow.  Ordered. 

The  Bill  for  conflituting  a confpiracy  to  commit  murder  a 
capital  felony,  was  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Received,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  the  fpecial  report, 
containing  all  the  evidence  of  the  Ottiweli  Committee. 

The  feveral  orders  of  the  day  were  gone  through  without 
any  debate. 

Mr.  Farrel  was  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe  on  Monday 
next. 

Adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  5,  1796. 

Read  a third  time,  paffed,  and  ordered  to  the  Lords,  the 
Bill  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  grant  an  annuity  to  the  Earl  of 
Athlone : alfo,  the  Bill  for  cleanfing  the  water-courfe  in 

Patiick  ftreet  : likewife  the  Bill  for  the  relief  of  perfons  who 
have  omitted  to  qualify  themfelves  according  to  law. 

Went  into  Committee  on  the  Bill  to  prevent  vexatious  re- 
plevins of  diflrefTes  taken  for  rent,  Mr.  Prime  Serjeant  in  the 
Chair : went  through  the  fame,  reported  forthwith,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engroffed. 

Read  a fecond  time,  and  committed  for  Monday,  the  Bill 
for  increafing  the  Salaries  of  the  Judges;  alfo  the  Bill  for  the 
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government  and  regulation  of  the  barracks  and  other  public 
works  in  this  kingdom  ; and  likewife  the  Bill  to  prevent  and 
puniih  tumultuous  filings  of  perfons  within  this  kingdom. 

Read  a fecond  time,  and  committed  for  Monday,  the  Bill 
to  regulate  the  coal  trade  of  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin, 
and  to  prevent  the  foreRalling  of  cattle  and  provifions,  and 
for  multiplying  coal  yards  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor,  in  times  of  fcarcity. 

Sir  Frfderick  Flood  moved,  that  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom  is  referred  the  confideration  of 
the  Election  Bill,  be  empowered  to  receive  a claufe,  for  em- 
powering Roman  Catholics  to  take  the  oaths,  and  fubfcribe 
the  declaration  at  any  time  before  the  poll,  and  that  Roman 
Catholics  may  take  fuch  oaths  at  an  adjournment  of  the 
Quarter  Seflions.  On  the  queftion  being  put,  it  pafied  in  the 
negative. 

Read  a fecond  time  and  committed  for  Monday,  the  vote 
of  Credit  Bill,  alfo,  the  Bill  for  the  reduction  of  drawbacks 
on  bounties  now  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  fugar,  and 
likewife  the  Bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  candles,  tallow 
and  foap,  for  a limited  time,  except  to  his  MajeRy’s  do- 
minions. 

Adjourned. 


Monday,  March  7,  1796. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Annesley  rofe,  for  the  purpofe  of  Rating 
to  the  Houfe  a refolution  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  Wide-Rreec  bufinefs, 
that  James  Farrell,  awitnefs,  examined  before  that  Committee, 
had  grofsly  prevaricated  in  his  tcRimony* — and  for  moving  the 
Houfe  to  agree  with  that  refolution.  Mr.  Annefley  Rated  the 
conventions  upon  which  the  Committee  had  been  induced  to 
adopt  this  refolution.  Mr.  Farrell  had  come  forward  as  a 
willing  evidence,  and  was  examined  before  the  Committee, 
at  the  inRance  of  an  Hon.  Member  who  had  been  foremoR  in 
reviving  that  Committee  (Mr.  Hoare.)  He  was  examined  in 
the  moll  folemn  manner,  and  declared  upon  his  direct  ex- 
amination that  Mr.  Ottiwell  had  told  him  he  was  only  agent 
for  another,  in  his  take  from  the  CommiRioners  of  Wide- 
Rreers,  and  that  he  was  only  to  have  f 1000.  a vear,  out  of 
Vol.  XVI.  N 
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the  6 or  £7000.  a year  which  the  take  was  worth— and  that 
the  remainder  was  to  belong  to  an  Hon.  Member  of  the 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Ottiwell  himfelf  was  afterwards  examined  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner,  and  pofitively  contradicted  the  teftimony  of 
Mr.  Farrell,  denying  any  fuch  converfation  with  him  at  any 
time. 

Lord  Vifcount  Dillon  was  alfo  examined,  and  declared  that 
about  the  time  the  inquiry  into  this  bufinefs  was  inftituted  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  his  Lordibip  had  fent  for  Mr.  James 
Farrell,  who  had  been  employed  by  his  Lordlhip  as  a Salefman 
in  Smithfield,  and  had  alfo  been  a partner  with  Mr.  Ottiwell 
in  another  bufinefs— and  his  Lordlhip  afked  Mr.  Farrell  if  he 
had  any  partnerlhip  with  Mr.  Ottiwell  in  the  take?  Mr. 
Farrell  anfwered  he  had  not.  Lord  Dillon  then  alked  him  if 
he  knew  who  were  his  partners,  or  could  give  any  information 
refpeCting  the  bufinefs,  to  which  Mr.  Farrell  anfwered,  he 
knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  matter,  that  it  was  a fubjecl 
upon  which  Mr.  Ottiwell  was  always  extremely  clofe  and 
guarded,  and  he  could  never  learn  from  him  any  communica- 
tion on  the  fubjeCt. 

After  Lord  Dillon  had  concluded  his  teftimony,  Mr.  Farrell 
was  again  called,  and  being  examined,  denied  pofitively  that 
Lord  Dillon  had  fent  for  him  upon  any  fuch  occafion,  and  alfo 
denied  his  having  made  fuch  declarations  to  his  Lordfhip. 

The  Committee  in  order  to  try  Mr.  Farrell’s  veracity  ftill 
farther,  had  examined  him  on  the  fubjeCt  of  his  bankruptcy  : 
in  the  courfe  of  his  examination,  he  had  fworn  that  he  had 
been  found  a bankrupt  on  the  evidence  of  only  one  witnefs, 
and  it  appeared  afterwards  by  the  evidence  of  a Mr.  Hethe- 
rington,  that  he  had  been  found  a bankrupt  by  five  witnefles. 
Thefe  circumftances  Mr.  Annefley  thought  fully  warranted 
the  Committee  in  coming  to  the  refolution  which  lay  before  the 
Houfe,  and  which  he  now  moved,  that  the  Houfe  fihould 
agree  to,  namely, 

“ That  James  Farrell  in  giving  his  teftimony  before  the 
Committee,  had  been  guilty  of  a grofs  prevarication.” 

Mr.  Osborne  entered  into  a very  able  defence  of  Mr. 
Farrell — he  laid,  Mr.  Farrell  had  been  connected  with  his 
family  for  many  years  as  a Salefman,  that  in  the  courfe  of  that 
time  he  behaved  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  punctuality  and  fair 
dealing— He  thought  the  Committee  with  refpeCt  to  this  man, 
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adopted  a very  ftrange  and  a very  impolitic  mode  of  aCting — 
a man  comes  forward  from  a wifh  to  promote  public  juftice, 
and  gave  teftimony  freely  and  on  oath — the  Committee  call  on 
a Noble  Lord,  who  without  being  fyVbrri  or  even  charged  upon 
his  honour,  tells  a ftory  about  a converfation  which  happened 
at  the  distance  of  a year  or  two,  in  which  Farrell  had  faid  he 
knew  nothing  of  this  matter— this  Lord’s  ftory  is  confidcred  by 
the  Committee  as  fufficient  ground  for  them  to  declare  this 
man  guilty  of  perjury-1— which  by  a ftrange  perverfion  of  lan- 
guage they  call  prevarication — If  fuch  were  the  treatment 
which  witneftes  were  to  expeCt  from  a Committee  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  they  would  foon  find  every  man  would  make 
the  fame  anfwers  as  Mr.  Farrell  was  faid  to  have  done  to  Lord 
Dillon — “ that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  matter.”  - But  if  it 
were  juft  to  let  the  word  of  the  Noble  Lord  preponderate 
againft  the  oath  of  the  witnefs,  the  Houfe  ftiould  enquire 
whether  there  was  a contradiction  between  the  aflertion  and 
the  oath — there  was  no  fuch  thing— Mr.  Farrell  did  not  deny 
pofitively  that  ever  he  had  faid  what  Lord  Dillon  charged  on 
him — he  had  only  faid  as  would  appear  by  his  evidence  in  the 
report  that  he  believed  he  did  not — The  Committee  had  not 
only  taken  the  word  of  one  man  to  falfify  the  oath  of  another, 
but  they  had  examined  the  witnefs  upon  his  private  affairs— of 
a nature  quite  irrelevant  to  the  enquiry  they  were  engaged  in— 
and  they  had  taken  his  doubtful  and  hefitating  anfwers  which 
were  explicitly  given  from  the  beft  of  his  recolleCtion  as  po- 
fitive  and  full  evidence  againft  his  credibility.  And  what  con- 
tradiction had  been  found  in  his  teftimony  on  thefe  points  ? 
He  had  faid  he  had  been  found  a bankrupt  by  one  witnefs 
only,  when  it  was  afterwards  proven  he  was  made  a bankrupt 
by  the  evidence  of  five  perfons— This  apparent  contradiction 
admitted  a very  eafy  folution— Vlr.  Farrell  had  been  declared 
a bankrupt  on  the  teftimony  of  one  man — a Mr.  Trant,  book- 
keeper to  Mr.  Ottiwell— Mr.  Farrell  denied  he  had  committed 
an  aCt  of  bankruptcy  and  appealed  to  the  Chancellor— the 
Chancellor  referred  the  queftion  to  be  again  heard  before  the 
Commiftionersof  Bankrupts  j— and  on  that  fecond  hearing  four 
new  witneftes  were  produced  for  the  firft  time,  to  prove  Mr. 
Farrell  a bankrupt— and  the  original  finding  of  the  Com- 
miftioners  was  confirmed- — thus,  without  any  impeachment  of 
Mr.  Farrell’s  veracity,  the  two  affertions  may  ftand  ; — that  he 
was  found  a bankrupt  by  one  witnefs — and  by  five.  He  ftated 
very  ftrongly  the  impropriety  of  fuffering  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Ottiwell  with  refpeCt  to  the  converfation,  to  be  admitted 
againft  Mr.  Farrell’s  credibility. — Mr.  Ottiwell  was  evidently 
an  interefted  man — on  his  rebutting  effectually  the  evidence 
I of  Mr,  Farrell;  he  had  at  ftake  above  £12,000.3  and  befides 
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he  was  a man  who  had  already  incurred  the  fevereft  cenfure  of 
the  Houfc  for  contumacy  and  concealment  on  this  very  fubjedt. 
He  then  adverted  to  the  artifices  by  which  the  Houfe  had  been 
prevented  from  leeing  at  one  view  the  true  merits  of  this  mo- 
tion ; the  Committee  had  been  ordered  to  report  fpecificaily  to 
the  Houfe  the  grounds  on  which  they  had  come  to  this  refolu- 
tion  - and  what  did  the  Committee  do  ? — They  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,  not  the  fpecific  evidence  of  Mr.  Farrell,  by  which 
the  refoiution  fliould  be  judged,  but  the  whole  mafs  of  evi- 
dence which  had  been  prefented  to  the  Committee  for  a fpace 
of  30  days,  and  from  which  it  was  impollible  for  Gentlemen 
to  glean  thofe  faffs  which  concerned  the  witnefs. 

He  concluded  by  declaring  his  rhoft  hearty  difTent  from  the 
motion,  as  being  founded  in  flagrant  injuftice,  and  calculated 
to  prevent  the  Houfe  and  Public  on  all  future  enquiries  of 
this  kind  from  obtaining  the  teftimcny  of  honed:  and  difin- 
terefled  men. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid;  that  if  he  obeyed  his  inclination  he 
would  be  filent  ; but  the  cafe  flood  thus : — Farrell  had,  in 
two  or  three  inflances,  committed  to  him,  profellionally,  the 
care  of  his  affairs.  This  undoubtedly  did  not  bind  him  to 
become  the  aflertbh  of  Mr.  Farrell’s  charaffer  ; neither,  in 
fact,  'did  he  know  whether  he  was  a man  of  integrity  or  not: 
buc  lie  thought  it  im  poled  fomething  like  an  obligation  on  him, 
nor  to  concur  in  cafling  a heavy  imputation  on  this  man,  with- 
out being  well  allured  that  there  was  fufficient  foundation  in 
point  of  proof  for  doing  fo  ; ftill  lefs  ought  he  without  ftrong 
ground  to  confpire  to  take  away  the  perbmal  liberty  or  comfort 
of  an  individual,  who  in  another  place  had  choien  him  for  his 
protestor. 

How  did  the  cafe  Hand  ? The  Committee  had  refofved  that 
Farrell  was  guilty  of  grofs  prevarication  ; and  the  Houfe  had 
been  called  on  to  agree  in  their  refoiution.  But  initead  of 
that  we  had  dc fired  to  have  the  evidence  laid  before  us.  How 
far  it  might  ha  ye  been  conformable  to  principle  or  precedent, 
to  have  placed  an  implicit  confidence  in  the  Committee,  and  to 
have  adqptecl  their  refoiution  without  examining  its  grounds, 
he  did  nor  feel  himfelf  called  on  to  decide.  The  time  for 
deciding  this  was  when  the  Houfe  had  required  to  fee  the 
evidence  itfeT:  that  requisition  fhould  have  been  refilled  by 

thofe  who  claimed  an  unqualified  reliance  on  the  Committee  ; 
but  the  opportunity  had  been  let  to  flip  ; and  now  having  de- 
manded to  fee  the  grounds  of  this  refoiution  of  the  Com- 
niitte.  we  wire  bound  not. to  agree  to  it,  farther  than  in  the 

degree  in  which  thefe  ground?,  were  found  futhcient 
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'jThe  resolution  was,  that  Farrell  had  been  guilty  of  pre- 
varication ; — the  order,  preliminary  to  our  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  was,  that  Farrell’s  evidence  lliould  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe.  Now  if  falfehood  and  prevarication  be  not  the 
fame  thing,  then,  unlefs  the  evidence  Supports  the  charge  of 
prevarication,  it  is  not  enough  that  it  manifefts  faifehood,  the 
HouSe  cannot  agree  in  the  reSoJurion  of  its  Committee.  But 
that  theSe  things  were  not  the  Same,  but  quire  diilin£l,  might 
be  illuftraied,  (if  a matter  So  clear  lliould  require  any  illuflra- 
tion)  by  Sugge-tling,  that  by  a Single,  a fair,  and  a direct 
anSwer  to  a queflion — is  “ Yes,”  or  “ No.” — A witneSs, 
though  he  flops  there,  may  commit  a perjury  ; but  no  man 
could  Say — that  without  going  Sarther  he  could  prevaricate. 
T he  charge  here  is  prevarication — the  evidence  lliould  iup- 
port  it,  or  .the  rtfpktion  lliould  not  be  agreed  in. 

But  SyppoSe  tbe  HouSe  warranted  to  go  into  a queftion  as  to 
truth  or  talfehood-7*What  was  the  Sallehood  imputed  here  ? 
Farrell  itared  a conversation  which  he  had  with  Mr.  Ottiwell. 
Did  Lord  Dillon  ccntradi<5l  the  fa£t  oS  Such  conversation’s 
having  t.aken  plp.ee  ? no-— -his  LordShip  had  not  been  preSent 
and  could  know  nothing  about  it;.  But  lyir . Q,tti well  denies 
that  any  Such  conversation  had  taken  place.  But  how  flood 
Mr.  Ottiwell  ? Mr.  Smith  Said,  nothing  was  Sarther  from  his 
thoughts,  than  to  throw  any  imputation  on  Mr.  Ottiwell.-— 
He  apprehended  he  had  not  been,  as  a Member  oS  that 
HouSe,  amongft  the  harfhefl  in  his  votes  refpe&ing  Mr.  Otti- 
well, but  the  contrary.  Still,  however,  Mr.  Ottiwell,  if 
interefted,  would  not  only  be  incredible  in  a Court  of  Juftice, 
but  incompetent.— -If  he  Should  appear  interefted,  then  how- 
ever refpe&able  the  man  might  be,  he  would  not  be  Suffered 
to  open  his  lips  againft  Mr,  Farrell. 

How  did  Lord  Dillon’s  teftimony  conrradi£l  Farrell  ? only 
thus— *-Lord  Dillon  when  thefe  matters  were  difeuftkg  before 
a Committee  of  the  Lords,  had  afked  Farrell  could  he  give 
material  evidence  ? Farrell  replied  he  knew  nothin?  about  the 
matter.  This  was  not  an  anSwer  given  either  pubjicly  or  on 
oath,  it  was  mere  private  conversation  ; and  the  world  were 
not  Such  floics  in  their  love  of  truth,  but  that  he  feared  many 
an  honed  man  would,  to  avoid  a tedious  examination  at  the 
Bar  of  the  HouSe  of  Lords,  attended  with  difclofures  which, 
would  make  him  enemies  or  betray  his  domeftic  Secrets,  deny 
his  knowledge  of  matters  which  a fubfequent  examination 
might  fhew  he  knew. — Yet  becaufe  Farrell  now  teftified  a 
knowledge  of  matters,  of  which  in  talking  with  Lord  Dillon 
he  had  profefled  himfelf  to  be  ignorant,  the  HouSe  was  called 
on  to  call  a charge  of  perjury  upon  him. 
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Befides,  how  was  Farrel  examined  ? upon  oath.  Was 
Lord  Dillon  fo  examined  ? No. 

If  the  queftion  were  whether  Lord  Dillon  was  to  be  be- 
lieved upon  his  word,  preferable  to  Farrel  on  his  oath,  then, 
Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  might  in  his  difcretion,  difbelieve  Farrel 
and  give  credit  to  his  Lordfhip,  and  might  juftify  this  exer- 
cife  of  his  difcretion,  by  that  high  fenfe  of  honour  which  be- 
longs to  the  rank  of  Peerage,  and  conftitutes  a permanent 
obligation  equivalent  to  any  oath — But  the  queftion  was  not 
here  who  (hqqld  be  believed — It  was  whether  aftertion  ftiould 
fo  outweigh  fivearing,  as  that  a man  might  be  charged  with 
perjury — upon  the  ground  of  teftimony  not  delivered  upon 
oath? — Did  our  Law  mean  to  infult  the  dignity  of  th§ 
Peerage?  Affuredly  not.  Yet  if  Farrel  were  profecuted  for 
perjury  at  law — could  the  bare  word  of  any  Lord  be  received 
in  evidence  againft  him  ?-— No — and  ought  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  hold  out  a different  meafure  of  Juftice  to  the 
Subject?  He  did  not  mean  to  infmuate  that  Parliament  was 
bound  down  by  all  the  technical  rules  of  Law — but  he  trufted 
they  would  in  their  wifdom,  confider  themfelves  as  governed 
by  the  found  and  equitable  Principles  of  the  Law ; one  of 
whole  beft  attributes  was,  that  in  criminal  charges,  it  knew 
no  difference  between  the  noble  and  the  peafant  j nor  in  any 
cafe  of  teftimony  given  in  a Court  of  Juftice,  would  fet  thq*. 
word  of  the  great  man,  againft  the  oath  of  the  obfcure 
man. 

If  at  law  then,  Ottiwell  was  an  incompetent,  becaufe  an 
interefted  witnefs — and  the  evidence  of  Lord  Dillon  was  in- 
admifiible,  becaufe  not  delivered  upon  oath — what  became 
of  the  charge  of  falfehood  made  on  Farrel — unlefs  that 
Houfe  declined  adhering  to  the  principles  of  Law  ? — But 
put  the  teftimony  of  either  Lord  Dillon,  or  Ottiwell  out  of 
the  way — and  then  to  cenfure  Farrel  on  the  evidence  which 
remained,  would  be  to  repeal  the  criminal  Law — by  convict- 
ing a man  of  perjury  on  the  teftimony  of  a fingle  witnefs.  It 
would  be  to  do  worfe  : it  would  be  not  only  to  adopt  new 
rules  of  evidence  againft  the  accufed,  and  refufe  hearing  his 
witneftes  in  his  exculpation  ; but  it  would  be  to  deprive  him 
of  the  Trial  by  Jury  ; to  convi<5t  him  fummarily  without 
their  interpcfition — and  then  to  ufurp  the  function  of  the 
Judge,  and  pronounce  his  punilhment.  No — if  he  had 
i'worn  faliely,  the  mode  was  to  have  the  Attorney  General 
directed  to  profecute  him.  But  it  might  be  obje<5ted  that  he 
was  not  indi&able  for  falfe  teftimony  given  before  a Com- 
mittee of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  That  objection  however 
v/ as  connected  with  the  aftertion  that  no  Committee,  but  an 
election  one,  had  the  right  of  examining  upon  oath  ; and  as 
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the  Houfe  had  denied  (pra&ically)  the  firft  part  of  the  doc- 
trine, he  rather  thought  they  muft  be  implied  to  have  alfo 
denied  the  fecond.  But  at  all  events,  whether  an  Indictment 
for  Perjury  under  the  Statute  would  lie  or  not— -an  Indict- 
ment at  Common  Law  for  falfe  fwearing  would  lie ; and  this 
was  enough  for  his  purpofe. 

That  Houfe  had  the  pow’er  of  punifliing  contempts,  not 
crimes.  Prevarication  w^as  punifhable,  becaufe  it  was  a con- 
tempt ; it  was  trifling  with  the  enquiries  of  the  Houfe. 
They  had  a right  to  enforce  the  giving  of  teftimony  before 
them  ; and  as  they  might  punifh  a refufal  to  anfwer,  fo  they 
might  alfo  punifli  prevarication,  which  is  a virtual  refufal* 
Otherwife  the  power  of  the  Houfe  to  receive  evidence,  would 
be  nugatory  ; for  a witnefs  by  prevaricating  might,  while  he  v 
kept  clear  of  incurring  the  penalties  annexed  to  peijury, 
avoid  giving  any  fatisfaClion  to  the  Houfe,  and  utterly  fruf- 
trate  their  enquiries. 

Qn  the  whole,  therefore,  Mr.  Smith  thought  that  in  de- 
ciding this  queftion,  the  Houfe  fliould  confine  itfelf  to  the 
teftimony  of  Farrel — and  not  judge  by  comparing  it  with 
the  evidence  of  others. — In  Farrel’s  evidence  he  faw  incon- 
fiftencies  which  might  greatly  detraft  from  his  credit ; but 
not  prevarications,  which  called  for  punifliment  as  a breach 
of  the  Privileges  of  the  Houfe. 

He  difclaimed  all  bias  whatfoever — or  any  motive  but  a 
regard  for  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  principles  of  the  Law 
and  of  the  Conftitution. 

On  a divifion  the  numbers  were — 

Ayes,  ....  33 

Noes,  » - - - jo 

Majority  for  the  motion  - 23 

Mr.  Annesley  then  moved, 

“ That  James,  Farrel,  in  his  prevarication  before  the 
Committee,  was  guilty  of  a breach  of  the  Privileges  of  that 
Houfe.”— Agreed  to. 

“ That  James  Farrel  be  taken  into  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms.”— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Farrel  being  in  the  gallery  during  the  debate,  was 
immediately  taken  into  cuftody. 

Mr.  Annefley  then  moved,  “ that  he  be  committed  to 
Newgate,”  in  which  the  Houfe  having  agreed,  the  Speaker 
immediately  ilfued  a warrant  for  his  committal. 

The  confideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  was 
then  appointed  for  Thurfday  next. 
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Mr.  Pelham  introduced,  after  leave  given,  a Bill  for  re- 
gulating the  mode  of  electing  by  ballot,  men  to  ferve  in  the 
Militia  And  alfo,  a Bill  for  amending  and  confolidating 
into  one,  the  different  Afts  relating  to  the  Militia.— Read  a 
nrft  time. 

Mr.  Saundersoh  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill  for  re- 
pealing an  Aft  pafied  in  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
for  difeharging  Prifoners  acquitted  of  Felony,  without  pay- 
ment of  Fees. 

Mr.  F.  Hutchinson  did  not  mean  at  prefent  to  oppofe 
the  Bill,  but  he  gave  notice  that  if  the  Bill  was  intended  to 
repeal  the  provifion,  by  which  prifoners  acquitted  may  now 
be  difeharged,  even  though  not  able  to  pay  their  Fees,  he 
would  give  it  his  utmoft  oppofition. 

Mr.  C.  Beresford  prefented  a Bill  for  amending  the  Aft 
of  the  33d  of  his  Majefty,  for  erefting  an  Apothecaries  Hall, 
and  for  regulating  the  bufinefs  of  an  Apothecary — read  a 
firft  time. 

After  going  through  feme  ordinary  bufinefs,  the  Houfe 
adjourned. 


Tu  eeday,  March  8,  1796. 

In  the  Committee  on  the  Barrack  Bill,  Mr.  Cuffe  in 
the  Chair, 

Mr.  Vandeleur  obferved,  that  this  Bill  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a departure  from  the  principle  which  the  Houfe  had 
but  lately  adopted,  and  which  Adminiftration  affumed  very 
much  merit  from  agreeingto — the  eftablifhment  of  a refpon- 
ifible  Treafury  Board  ; — by  this  Bill,  he  laid,  there  was  an 
mfulated  authority  conftituted,  which,  without  any  refpon- 
libility  whatfoever,  difpofed  of  public  money,  if  fuch  an 
authority  fhould  in  this  inftance  be  fuffered  to  exift  in  the 
Barrack  3oard,  what  would  prevent  the  precedent  from  be- 
ing adopted  by  Government  in  other  inftances,  and  if  thefe 
inuances  became  frequent,  the  ufeful  provifions  of  the  Ref- 
ponfibility  Bill,  would  be  frittered  away. — Againft  fuch  ar- 
tifices every  honeft  Reprefentative  of  the  people,  fhould  be 
on  his  guard; — for  himfelf,  he  could  never  agree  in  any 
me  afire  which  fhould  go  to  elude  the  principle  of  a Bill, 
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wluch  eftabliflied  a refponfible  Government  in  Tre’and,  and 
therefore  to  the  particular  Claufe  which  gave  the  Barrack: 
Commiflioner  this  power  of  dilpoiing  of  public  money,  with- 
out being  anfwerable  to  the  public,  ]tc  fhould  move  an 
Amendment,  making  the  counter-fig 1. mg  of  three  Com- 
millioners  of  the  Treafury  Board  nectli'ary  to  make  his  or- 
der valid. 

Mr.  Cuffe  faid,  he  wo,nld  take  the  liberty,  to  explain  to 
the  Hon.  Member  the  purport  of  this  Bill — it  went,  he  faid, 
pierely  to  enable  one  Commitfioner  of  Barracks,  to  empannel 
a Jury  for  the  purpofc  ot  afeertaining  the  value  of  ground, 
on  which  to  build  Barracks  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
where  they  fhould  be  thought  neceffai  y — At  prefent  it  was 
made  necefi'ary  by  Law,  that  three  Commiffioners,  each  at 
the  expence  of  3I.  per  day,  fnould  go  down,  before  any  Jury 
for  fuch  purpofe  could  be  empannel  led.  The  only  objedl  of 
the  Bill  therefore,  was  to  fave  expence  to  tire  public. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  Dill  perfifted  in  his  opinion,  that  the  Bill 
veiled  in  the  Barrack  Board,  a power  of  interfering  in  the 
difpofition  of  public  money  without  refponfibility.  The  im- 
mediate object  of  the  Bill,  was  to  veil  that  power  in  one  Com- 
miffioner,  inilead  of  three . 

The  Attorney  General  flrongly  difclaimed  any  wifh 
to  fritter  away  the  regulations  of  the  Treafury  Atf,  and  pro- 
feffed  himfelf  ready  to  agree  in  the  introduAion  of  any  word 
into  the  Bill,  which  fhould  prevent  the  Bill  from  having  any 
fuch  tendency. 

The  queftion,  that  the  Chairman  fhould  report  progrefs, 
was,  however,  put  and  carried  before  Mr.  Vandeleur’s 
Amendment. 

The  Chairman  reported  progrefs,  and  obtained  leave  te 
fit  again  on  Thurfday  next. 

The  Uoufe  adjourned  till  Thurfday. 


Thursday,  March  10,  1796. 

Mr.  J.  Rochfort  prefented  a Petition  frpm  James  Farre/, 
now  confined  in  Newrgate  by  order  of  the  Home,  Itating 
his  forrow  for  having  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  Hcufe. 
and  praying  to  be  liberated.  The  Petition  was  received  anti 
read. 
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Mr.  Rochfort  then  moved  that  James  Farrell  be  difcharged, 
and  that  the  Speaker  do  idue  his  warrant  accordingly  ; on 
the  qucftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Adjourned. 


Friday,  March  ii,  1796. 

Sir  John  Parnel  prefented  the  Gunpowder  Bill.  He 
obferved  that  the  principle  of  this  Bill  was  the  fame  with  that 
of  the  exiding  att,  namely,  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
gun- powder  and  arms  into  this  kingdom,  and  to  regulate  the 
iale  of  them.  The  provifions  of  this  Bill  however,  were 
ftronger  than  thofe  of  the  exiding  law,  and  went  to  render 
the  fhip  and  cargo  in  which  gun-powder  or  arms  fhould  be 
clandestinely  imported,  liable  to  forfeiture— -it  gave  alfo,  a 
power  to  the  Officer  to  enter  fhops,  &c.  in  order  to  fee  that  no 
powder  be  fold  without  proper  licenfe. 

Read  a fird  time. 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Secretary  Pelham,  having  obtained 
leave,  did  accordingly  prefent  a Bill  for  the  better  regulation 
of  licenfes  for  retailing  Spirituous  liquors. 

On  the  Bill  being  prefented, 

Mr.  Vandeleur  obferved,  that  in  a meafure  which  fo 
materially  concerned  the  internal  ceconomy  of  the  country, 
snd  fo  highly  intereded  country  Gentlemen,  it  would  have 
better  become  the  difcretion  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  to 
have  withheld  his  Bill  until  there  was  a fuller  attendance  of 
Members,  indead  of  bringing  it  forward  at  a time  when  almod 
every  Law  Member  in  the  Houfe  was  abfent  in  the  country, 
and  every  Gentleman  of  landed  property,  were  giving  their 
necedary  attendance  at  the  Affizes  in  their  refpe&ive  coun- 
ties. 

Fie  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  fome  fuch  Bill  was  not  abfo- 
Jutely  necedary- — for  the  former  Bills  on  this  fubjeft  had  been 
fo  utterly  inefficient,  as  to  have  produced  very  little,  if  any 
difference  in  the  country,  with  refpedt  to  the  evils  they  were 
intended  to  remedy.  He  did  not  intend  to  oppofe  the  prin- 
ciple of  fuch  a Bill ; but  he  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  dif- 
euded  in  the  abfence  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  v/hofe  vigilance  and 
aCliviry  were  to  give  it  effedt,  and  whofe  fuggeftions  might 
materially  improve  the  meafure. 
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Mr.  Marcus  Beresford  faid,  that  the  afiertion  of  the 
Hon.  Gentleman,  as  to  the  inefficacy  of  the  former  Bills, 
might  be  very  true  with  refpett  to  the  county  of  Clare  (the 
county  of  Mr.  Vandeleur’s  rtfidence),  where  Gentlemen  did 
not  give  themfelves  the  trouble  to  carry  the  provifions  of  the 
former  Bills  into  effect — and  fuch  mult  be  the  inefficacy  of 
the  Bills  in  every  county  where  fit-nil  a r lafiicude  had  occurred; 
but  he  could  from  his  own  knowledge  ftate,  that  in  many 
counties  where  the  relident  Gentlemen  had  exerted  themfelves 
in  carrying  the  provifions  of  ihofe  Bills  into  effect,  the  confe- 
quences  had  been  moft  falutary  ; he  inflanced  the  counties  of 
Louth,  Armagh*  Wicklow,  and  Wexford. 

The  former  Bills  were  but  temporary  ftatu'es,  and  roufi: 
expire  altogether,  and  the  country  be  buffered  to  lapfe  into 
its  former  irregularities  and  evils  on  this  head,  unltfs  revived 
by  a new  Bill. 

The  objeft  of  that  now  prefented  by  his  Right  Hon.  Friend, 
wa s to  condenfe  the  fpirit  and  provifions  of  the  former 
Bills,  w'hich  now  w'ere  fpread  over  the  ffatute  books,  into  one 
more  efficient  law,  and  by  giving  more  efficient  powers  to  the 
Magiffrates  for  t he  regulating  of  licences,  and  preventing 
perfons  licenfed  from  keeping  open  their  houles  at  unfeafonabie 
hours,  to  give  more  pertain  effect  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Legiflature  on  this  head. 

The  meafure  was  fuch  a one,  as  every  Gentleman  muff 
allow  materially  concerned  the  peace  and  the  morals  of  the 
country  ; the  Houfe  was  fully  in  pofftfTion  of  all  the  reafon- 
ings  on  the  fubjedt — and  if  the  Hon.  Member  would  only  have 
patience  until  the  Bill  w>»s  printed,  he  would'  be  more  fully 
informed  of  its  contents,  and  perhaps  better  prepared  to  fpeak 
to  the  fubjc£t — and  he  was  confident  his  Right  Hon.  Friend 
would  have  no  obje£lion  to  any  improvement  the  Hon.  Member 
would  condefcend  tofuggeft. 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  faid  a few  words 
in  fupport  of  the  Bill.  It  was  not  his  with  to  precipitate  any 
meafure  through  that  Houfe  ; but  as  the  greater  part  of  tire 
provifions  of  the  Bill  had  already  been  included  in  the  former 
Bills,  and  as  Gentlemen  on  all  hands  admitted  the  neceffiry  of 
repreffing  the  inordinate  ufe  of  fpirits  amongft  the  lower  orders 
of  the  people,  he  thought  no  time  fhould  be  loll  in  carrying 
the  wiihes  of  Gentlemen  into  effect. 
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Mr.  \ andeleur  defended  the  Magiftracy  of  the  county  of 
Clare  from  the  imputation  of  negligence  or  inattention  to  their 
duty,  but  declared  the  Bill  was  fuch  as  to  render  it  impofftble 
for  thole  Magi  Urates  to  give  it  effcd. 

Mr.  Pelham’s  Bill  was  then  read  a firft  time,  and  ordered  for 
the  fecond  reading  to-morrow. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqjjer,  purfuant  to  leave 
given,  prefented  a Bill  to  prevent  the  importation  of  gun- 
powder or  arms  into  this  kingdom  without  licence,  and  to 
regulate  the  falc  of  the  'ame  within  the  Realm. 

He  explained  that  the  only  difference  between  this  Bill  and 
the  former  one  which  it  goes  to  revive,  is,  that  it  renders  the 
provifions  more  ftrid;  and  efficient,  by  making  all  veffels  bring- 
ing gunpowder  or  arms  into  the  ports  of  this  kingdom  without 
licenle,  liable  to  the  forfeiture  of  fhip  and  cargo,  by  giving 
the  Magiftrares  powers  to  infped  t!ie  fhops  and  houfes  of  per- 
fons  licenfed  to  fell  gunpowder,  and  to  inquire  to  whom  they 
have  fold  the  fame,  with  fome  other  efficient  regulations  which 

lie  did  not  ft  ate. 

> ' 

On  the  queftion  for  refolving  into  Committee  on  the  Bill  for 
repealing  the  Ad  which  directs  the  difcharge  of  acquitted  pn- 
foners  without  payment  of  fees, 

Mr.  F.  H utchinson  rofe  to  oppofe  going  into  a confider- 
ation  of  the  principle  qf  this  Bill  in  fo  thin  a Houfe.  But  if 
Gentlemen  were  determined  to  prefs  it,  he  was  ready  to  enter 
on  the  difcuflion,  and  fhew  that  the  law  which  the  Bill  went  to 
repeal,  was  founded  on  conftitutional  principles,  and  on  prin- 
ciples of  humanity  and  juftice  ; fome  inconveniences  he  would 
allow  might  havearifen  tram  the  operation  of  the  prefent  law  ; 
and  to  thole  inconveniences  he  was  willing  to  adminiller  any 
remedies  which  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  might  think  proper  ; 
but  to  a repeal  of  the  principle  of  that  law,  namely,  that  the 
man  declared  innocent  by  his  country  fliould  be  difeharged 
from  his  confinement,  he  would  never  agree. 

Mr.  Saunderson,  the  propofer  of  the  Bill  before  the 
Houfe,  fupported  the  principle  of  it.— The  prefent  law  which 
dilcharges  prifoners  without  payment  of  fees,  was  founded, 
he  laid,  on  the  principle,  that  he  who  was  acquitted  on  trial 
was  innoctnr  : now  it  was  a known  fad  that  many  were  ac*? 

quirted,  not  becaufe  their  innocence  had  appeared,  but  because 
tiiofe  who  were  to  convid  them  of  guilt,  refufed  to  (land  for- 
ward and  profecutt — and  the  infurredions  which  now  exifted 
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irt  fo  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  owed  their  continuance  to 
this  reluctance  in  men  to  profecute,  which  it  had  been  made 
one  of  the  eflenrial  objects  of  the  infurgenrs  to  promote. 
While  men  acquitted  from  this  caufe  were  fuftered  immediately 
to  go  at  large,  they  would  look  on  the  impotence  of  juftice 
with  contempt,  and  crimes  would  go  on  as  they  had  done,  to 
encreafe.  The  exifting  law  had  been  copied,  he  faid,  front 
the  Englifh  ftatute-book.  If  Gentlemen  could  transfer  to  the 
people  of  Ireland  the  difpofitions  of  thofe  of  England,  with 
the  fame  facility  as  they  adopted  her  laws,  it  would  be  well — 
but  he  was  afraid  that  could  not  be  done— and  therefore  it 
was  no  lefs  abfurd  to  tranferibe  the  laws  of  England  for  the 
government  of  this  country,  than  it  was  in  Peter  the  Great  to 
adopt  in  his  own  empire,  thofe  regulations  which  he  obfervecl 
in  the  poliilred  States  of  Europe,  and  endeavour  to  impofe  them 
on  his  own  barbarians.  By  the  prefent  law  the  people  were 
burthened  with  very  conliderable  fums  for  eompenfation  to  the 
refpeftive  officers  in  lieu  of  the  fees  ; — this  too  was  an  argu- 
ment of  much  weight,  which  every  Gentleman  knew  to  be 
well  founded. 

Mr.  Vandeleuh  oppofed  the  Bill  with  n great  deal  of  abi- 
lity and  warmth.  Pie  contended  that  it  was  a malignant  libel 
on  the  people  of  Ireland,  bv  fuppofing  them  to  be  retrogade 
in  humanity,  while  every  country  of  Europe  were,  in  that 
inftance,  going  rapidly  forward. — He  faid  it  went  to  violate 
the  firft  principles,  not  only  of  humanity,  but  of  juftice,  by 
inflicting  on  a man  declared  innocent,  che  heavieft  puni/hment, 
next  to  death,  which  can  be  fuffered  by  a human  being  ; — the 
PJili  was  equally  impolitic  as  it  was  unjuft  ; for  profiling  to  be 
founded  on  the  depravity  ot  the  people  of  Ireland,  it  fent 
them  to  a gaol  to  improve  their  morals,  while  it  was  one  of 
the  moil  generally  admitted  maxims  in  policy,  that  a man  be- 
comes a bad  citizen  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  time  he  has 
been  imprifoned.  So  tar  from  agreeing  to  continue  an  inno- 
cent man  in  prifon  for  life  (for  to  keep  a poor  man  in  prifon 
till  he  fhall  pay  feven  or  eight  pounds,  is  to  keep  him  in  prifon 
tor  life)- — he  would  rather  agree  to  remunerate  the  man  who 
bad  fuffered  incarceration  without  having  been  guiity  of  any 
crime — and  he  thought  it  wat  but  juftice,  that  if,  for  the  public 
fecurity,  a man  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  without  having 
committed  any  crime,  the  public  fhould  make  eompenfation  to 
the  fuflerer  for  the  penalties  they  infli&ed He  paid  a com- 
pliment to  the  memory  of  the  late  Provoft,  who  introduced 
the  prefent  Law,  and  called  on  Mr.  Hurchinfon  as  the  wor- 
thy Son  of  a v,-orthy  Father,  not  to  fuffer  barbarous  hands  re 
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violate  this  lading  monument  of  his  Right  Hon.  Parents’  hu- 
manity and  wifdom. 

Mr.  M.  Beresford  oppofed  the  Bill,  as  being  contrary  to 
the  firft  principles  of  juftice. 

Mr.  Tighe  fupported  it,  on  the  ground  of  the  great  burden 
which  the  prefent  Law  impofed  cm  the  people. 

Mr.  Saunderson  at  length  agreed  to  poftpone  the  further 
confiderarion  of  the  Bill  till  Monday  next. 

Adjourned. 


Monday,  March  14,  1796. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqjjer  moved  for  leave  tar 
bring  in  a Bill  lor  the  more  eafy  remiffion  of  the  pay  of  Navy 
Officers,  & c.  He  dated  that  this  Bill  was  to  be  a copy  from  an 
Englifli  A6L  which  humanely  provided  a more  ready  and  lefs 
expenlive  way  of  remitting  to  the  families  of  Officers  and 
others  ferving  in  his  Majefty’s  Navy,  fuch  portion  of  their  pay 
as  they  might  think  neceffary. 

Leave  being  given,  he  prefented  the  Bill,  which  was  read 
a firit  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a fecond  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith  prefented  a Petition  from  a Merchant  of  Li- 
merick, praying  compenfation  for  the  injury  and  lofs  he 
fuitained  by  the  Proclamation  prohibiting  the  export  of 
Oats. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  no  objection  to 
the  Petition  being  read  and  referred  to  a Committee,  but  he 
had  very  ftrong  objections  indeed  to  agreeing  in  the  prayer  of  it 
■ — for  it  the  Houle  would  agree  to  grant  compenfation  to  one 
individual,  there  would  be  no  end  of  Petitions  on  the  fame 
fubjeft,  The  Proclamation  itfelf  was  fuch  as  the  neceffity  ot 
the  exifting  circumftances  juftifed— no  doubt  but  individuals 
might  be  inconvenienced  by  it  ; but  there  was  no  inftance 
where  when  Stare  neceffity  made  the  Executive  Power  recur  to 
fuch  a meafure,  Parliament  had  given  compenfation  to  the  indi- 
viduals who  fuffered  by  it.  And  for  very  good  reafon  ; for 
the  multitude  of  claims  would  have  been  produdlive  of  very 
furious  inconvenience  to  the  Public  : and  befides,  it  would  be 
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difficult,  if  not  impoflible,  to  afceftain  what  claims  were 
lounded. 

After  fome  obfervaiions  from  Mr.  P.  Smith  and  Mr.  Vande- 
leur,  in  fupport  of  the  juftice  of  this  particular  claim,  the  Pe- 
tition was  referred  to  a Committee. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  taking  into  confideration  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  inveftigation 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commiftioners  of  Wide-ftreets, 
being  read. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Annesley  moved  that  the  ftatement  of 
the  Committee  be  now  read  ; which  being  done,  he  moved 
that  the  refolutions  founded  on  that  ftatement  be  read 
alfo,  viz. 

1 . “ Refolved,  That  the  CommifTioners  of  Wide-ftreets  have 
afted  fairly  and  honourably,  and  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  for  the 
advantage  of  the  public. 

2.  Refolved,  That  in  demifing  grounds,  not  in  their  pof- 
feflion,  they  have  exceeded  their  power. 

3.  Refolved,  That  it  is  neceftary  to  bring  in  a Bill  to  ex- 
plain the  powers  of  the  Commiftioners  of  Wide-ftreets.” 

Mr.  Annefley  began  his  obfervations  by  likening  this  trial  of 
Mr.  Ottiweil's  bargain,  to  the  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings,  which 
was  the  only  trial  upon  record  that  had  exceeded  it  in  length  of 
time : one  had  employed  feven,  the  other  four  years.  Mr. 

Annefley  then  entered  fully  into  the  fubje£t,  juftifying  the  Com- 
miftioners having  aCted  with  the  ftri&eft  honour  and  attention 
to  the  public  intereft,  and  refuting  the  idle  calumny  of  any 
Cominiffioner’s  having  directly  or  indirectly  any  advantage  by 
the  tranfaClion. 

Mr.  Tighe  refufed  to  agree  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
becaufe  they  had  not  reported  on  the  principal  queftion  which 
they  had  been  fent  to  enquire  into,  namely,  whether  the  con- 
tracts made  by  the  Commiftioners,  were  beneficial  or  difadvan- 
tageous  to  the  public.  He  went  then  into  a very  minute  derail 
of  thofe  arguments  which  induced  him  to  believe  that  this  bar- 
gain was  a moft  injurious  one  for  the  public,  and  that  the  Com- 
miftioners had  aCted,  at  the  beft,  very  improvidently  indeed, 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  tranfaCtion.  He  fliewed  that 
even  of  the  Commiftioners  themfelves  the  greater  number 
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dilapproved  of  the  bargain* — that  the  plea  of  ccfrffbinatior? 
Among  the  builders  not  to  bid  for  the  ground  was  hnpofiible— 
that  the  Commifiioners  had  precluded  a competition  of  pur- 
chafers  by  declaring  publicly  that  they  would  fet  up  fh£  ground 
by  auction  at  a future  day,  and  then  felling  it  by  private  con- 
tract without  even  giving  notice  to  the  public  that  they  would 
receive  propofals  lor  the  grounds — that  they  had  concluded 
this  bargain  hatlily  with  Ottiwell,  without  giving  any  time  for 
competition — that  if  they  had  proceeded  gradually  in  the  fale 
ot  the  lots,  the  public  muft,  even  by  the  evidence  of  their  own 
witnefles,  have  gained  upwards  of  ^150, 000. — that  Ottiwell 
took  advantage  of  the  folly  of  the  Commifiioners  in  precluding 
a competition  of  purchafers,  2nd  that  h was  on  that  account 
that  he  went  back  of  his  propofal  upwards  of  ;£6,ooo.— that 
befides  their  folly  in  agreeing  privately  to  Mr.  Ottiwdl’s  pro* 
poial,  they  gave  him,  along  with  his  bargain,  a great  Quantity 
of  valuable  materials  which  he  had  no  right  to,  and  did  not  at 
firft  expeCt — that  the  folly  and  improvidence  of  the  bargain 
was  proved  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Pemberton,  who  pArcha-fed 
for  3I.  is.  per  foot,  ground  of  a limilar  defeription  with  that 
for  which  Mr.  Ottiwell  paid  only  il.  3s.-— and  finally,  that  the 
refolutions  of  the  Committee  themfelves,  contained  the  great- 
eft  poftible  ftigma  on  the  Commifiioners,  that  they  had  exceeded 
the  powers  they  were  inveiled  with. 

Mr.  M.  Bereseord  replied,  that  it  remained  for  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  to  bring  forward  any  motion  which  he  might  think 
heceflary,  refpeCting  the  Commifiioners,  if  he  thought  the  re- 
port defective.  He  then  went  pretty  much  at  large  into  the 
evidence  vdiich  was  given  before  the  Committee,  to  fliew  that 
the  price  given  by  Mr.  Ottiwell,  was  the  higbeft  that  could  then 
be  bad-— “that  the  materials  which  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Ot- 
tiwell, had  been  given  Irtm  by  arbitration,  Mr.  Saurin  and  Dr. 
Duignan  being  the  referees. 

Mr.  Grattan  urged  the  imprudence  of  the  bargain  which 
had  been  the  fubjeCl  of  enquiry  ; he  repeated  with  much  addi- 
tional vigour,  the  arguments  which  had  been  touched  on  by  Mr. 
Tighe,  and  put  the  queftion  into  a great  variety  of  different 
views  which  exhibited  the  improvidence  of  the  contract  each 
in  a ftrongtr  light  than  the  other. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  and  Mr.  Curran  (poke  on  the  i*me  fide  with 
Mr.  Tighe. 


And  in  defence  of  the  report, 
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Mr.  Comm.  Beresford,  fpoke  for  iome  time. 

The  report  was  finally  agreed  to  without  a divifion. 
Adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  15,  1796. 

The  Attorney  General  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill,  to  amend  the  ACt  which  pafled  laft  Seflion  for  eftabiiihing 
a parochial  watch  in  the  city  of  Dublin, — Leave  given.  He 
then  prefented  the  Bill,  which  was  read  a fir fb  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a fecond  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  obierved,  that  he  expeCted  that  Admi* 
niftration  would  have  come  forward  this  Seflion  with  the  Re- 
venue Laws  confolidated  j for  they  were  fo  complex  at  prefenr, 
fo  contradictory,  and  fo  unintelligible,  that  they  operated,  in 
many  inftances,  highly  oppreflive  to  Merchants  and  Traders. 
He  faid  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Adminiftratioii  which  had 
been  fupplanted  by  the  prefent  one,  to  have  a digeft  made  of 
the  Revenue  Laws,  but  he  found  that  nothing  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  prefent  Adminiftration  for  the  advancement  of » 
the  Trade  or  Manufactures  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  M.  Beresford  faid  that  a digeft  of  the  Revenue  Code 
had  been  undertaken  by  himfelf,  with  the  afiiftance  of  his 
learned  colleague  (Mr.  Johnfon),  which  was  at  prefent  in  con- 
fiderable  progrefs,  but  he  fuund  it  to  be  fo  exceedingly  volumi- 
nous, that  it  could  not  pofllbly  be  brought  forward  till  next 
Sefiions. 

Mr.  M‘Cartney  made  iome  very  pointed  obfervations  on  a 
Petition  from  the  Royal  Canal  Company,  praying  aid  ; he  faid 
that  the  Royal  Canal  Company  had  engaged  for  the  fum  of 
£ 66,000 . which  they  got  from  Parliament,  to  complete  the 
navigation  to  the  Shannon,  and  they  have  expended  that  fum, 
and  only  fourteen  miles  of  the  work  is  complete,  and  now  they 
pray  for  an  aid  of  £50,000.  and  they  will  engage  to  complete 
the  navigation  to  Mullingar  ; he  contrafted  the  conduCt  of  that 
Company  in  the  expenditure  of  money,  with  that  of  the 
Grand  Canal  Company,  who  have  now  completed  their  docks, 
that  the  water  will  be  let  in,  in  the  courfe  of  a w eek 
Vol.  XVI.  O 
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The  Petition  was  referred  to  a Committee  who  are  to  ex- 
amine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame  to  the  Houfe. 

Adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March  i 6,  1796. 

The  Right  Hon.  W.  B.  Conyngham  prefented  a Bill  for 
the  better  regulation  the  Fiffieries  on  the  coafts  of  this 
kingdom,  and  a Bill  for  controlling  the  powers  of  the  Wide- 
ilreet  Commiflioners. — Thdfe  Bills  were  read  the  firft  time,  and 
ordered  for  the  fecond  reading  to-morrow. 

, Mr.  Jepkson  pfefented  a Petition  from  an  eminent  Bifcuit 
Baker,  dating  that  he  had  in  the  I aft  year,  at  a very  heavy 
expence,  erected  the  neceffary  works  for  an  extend ve  manu- 
factory of  bifeuirs,  and  formed  large  contracts  for  exporting 
the  fame  ; that  having  prepared  a very  confiderable  quantity, 
he  was  prevented  from  exporting  them  by  the  Officers  of  his 
Majefly  s Revenue,  and  thereby  expofed  to  great  lofs  and  in- 
convenience, and  praying  not  to  be  debarred  by  the  Bill  now 
pending  before  the  Houfe  from  having  his  action  agaihft  the 
faid  Revenue  Officers,  unlefs  compenfaced  in  fome  other 
way.  i 

Mr.  Marcus  Beresford  was  againft  the  principle  of  a 
Petition  for  indemnifying  an  individual  from  the  operation  of  a 
meafure  deemed  neceffary  by  the  Legiflature  for  the  good  of 
the  community;  the  Cuffom-houfe  Officers  did  no  more  thari 
their  duty  in  obeying  the  orders  of  the  Co mmiffi oners,  and 
giving  effect  to  the  intentions  of  the  Government  and  the  Le- 
gislature, for  the  prevention  of  that  fcarciry  and  dearth  of 
provifions  which  fo  feriouily  threatened  the  country  before  the 
exportation  was  flopped  : it  would  therefore  be  unjuft  to  leave 
thole  Officers  expofed  to  be  harraffed  by  actions  for  da- 
is ages. 

If  the  f peculations  of  men  like  the  Petioner  in  the  export  of 
provifions,  gave  rife  to  the  neceffity  of  the  meafure,  they 
ought  to  abide  the  confcquences.  The  cable  of  the  Houfe 
would  be  covered  with  fmiilar  Petitions  if  this  v/as  enter- 
tained; he  sniffed,  diertlor^  'die  Hoff  fe  would  not  enter- 
tain  it. 
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The  Petition,  however,  was  received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

A meflage  from  the  Lords  returned  the  Election  Bill,  with 
fonie  amendments.  Ordered,  that  the  Houfe  do,  on  Friday 
next,  take  the  faid  amendments  into  cunfideration. 

Adjourned. 


Friday,  March  18,  1796. 

The  Attorney  General  prefenred  a Petition  from  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Directors  of  the  Watch  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
Bating  the  inadequacy  of  their  prefent  funds,  and  praying  an 
aid  of  3,000!.  to  be  levied  for  a new  modification  of  the  pre- 
fenc  tax,  exempting  from  any  increafe  houfes  rated  on  the  Mi- 
nifter’s  money  under  the  rent  of  5I.  charging  all  houfes  rated 
above  5I.  to  40I.  with  is-  6d.  in  the  pound,  all  houfes  from  40! . 
to  60I.  with  2s.  in  the  pound. 

This  was  oppofed  by  DoCtor  Duigenan,  who  entered  into 
a diflertation  on  the  turbulent,  democratical  and  republican 
principles  of  the  Watch  Directors,  and  of  the  body  of  the 
Watch  itfelf,  which  he  termed  a Republican  Army  eftablifhed 
in  the  Metropolis,  under  a Directory  of  200  Democratical  De- 
magogues in  the  capacity  of  Directors.  He  charged  the  fyf- 
tem  wfith  a deceprious  pretence  of  (Economizing,  whereas  the 
prefent  Petition  was  brought  forward  to  encreafe  the  expences 
of  the  prefent  Watch  much  beyond  that  of  the  Police,  and 
increafmg  their  taxes  on  the  Citizens  of  Dublin,  which  formed 
the  principal  fource  of  clamour  againft  the  eftablifhment.  He 
moved  that  the  Petition  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Grattan  replied  by  a long  narrative  of  the  proceed- 
ings relative  to  the  Police,  which  inftitution  he  oppofed  as  a 
Government  inftitution,  becaufe  he  thought  that  free  Citizens 
were  better  proteCtors  of  the  perfons  and  properties  of  their 
fellow  Citizens,  than  any  Minifter  couid  be.  With  regard  to 
the  tax,  he  admitted  that  it  was  higher  than  that  raifed  on  the 
houfes  for  the  Police  j but  the  reafon  was,  that  but  half  the 
fum  raifed  was  applicable  to  the  Watch,  the  other  half  being 
applicable  to  the  Superintending  Eftablifhment,  which  was  a 
difterenc  thing  from  the  Watch  Eftablifhment  ; but  if  that  fum. 
fo  diverted  from  the  Watch,  was  reftored  to  it,  there  would 
be  an  dFe&ual  Watch  indeed.  As  to  the  perfons  who  had 
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fallen  under  the  difpleafure  of  the  learned  DoCtor,  fuch  of  A 
them  as  he  (Mr.  Grattan)  was  acquainted  with,  were  not  at  all 
of  the  defeription  the  DoCtor  fuppofed  ; but  the  learned  Doc- 
tor  was  rot  in  the  habit  of  converfing  with  the  Citizens,  other- 
wife  he  would  entertain  a very  different  opinion. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Attorney  Gene  ral  fafd,  that  when 
he  had  the  honour  of  receiving  the  Petition,  and  undertook  to 
prelent  it  to  the  Houfe,  he  could  not  have  fuppofed  that  a Pe  • 
tition  coming  from  fuch  perfons,  as  the  Hon.  and  Learned 
Member  had  deferibed,  would  have  been  put  into  his  hands  by 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  High  Sheriffs  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  who 
did  him  the  honour  to  entruft  it  td  his  care.  On  the  contrary, 
he  undertlood  the  perfons  who  figned  tha.t  Petition  were  very 
reputable  Citizens.  If  they  were  all  of  fuch  principles  as  the 
learned  Member  deferibed,  he  could  only  lament  that  many  of 
them  filled  the  Benches  of  that  Houfe. 

Tn  prefenting  this  Petition,  he  Laid  he  by  no  means  confidered 
himfelf  bound  to  fupporc  the  objeCt  it  required,  but  whatever 
were  his  fentimenrs  refpeCting  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of 
the  old  Police,  or  the  new  Watch,  the  Houfe  had  already  de- 
cided on  that  fubjtCt,  and  it  did  not  become  him  to  declare  an 
oppofitefentimfent  if  he  entertained  it. 

Mr.  Wynne  faid,  that  he  himfelf  had  the  honour  to  be  a 
Director  of  Watch.  Pie  had  attended  very  clofely  to  the  du- 
ties of  that  office,  and  of  courfe  nvxed  very  much  among  the 
oilier  Direftors,  and  he  never  had  known  a fet  of  better  con- 
ducted, and  (if  he  might  judge  from  their  aCtions  and  their 
/ converfation),  more  loyal  men  than  compofed  that  Body.  As 

to  the  feafling  the  DoCtor  had  fpoken  of,  he  believed  there  was 
no  fuch  thing  at  prefent,  at  leaft  he  had  not  a fliare  of  it. 
But  to  place  the  conduct  of  the  Directors  of  the  Watch  in  the 
faireft  point  of  view,  he  moved,  “ That  the  Committee  on 
tiie  amended  Peace  Bill  be  directed  to  take  into  confideration, 
and  report  their  opinion  upon  the  cdnduCt  of  the  Directors  of 
the  Watch  lince  its  inftitution.” 

DoCtor  Duigenan  replied,  that  in  parifp.es  inhabited  by 
Gentlemen  only,  none  but  Gentlemen  could  be  Directors  of  the 
Watch  ; this  was  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  parifh  of  which 
his  Hon.  Friend,  Mr.  Wynne,  Was  a Director;  fuch  perfons  it. 
was  impoilible  for  any  one  to  fuppofe  he  meant,  when  he  re- 
probated the  very  different  defeription  of  men  who  thruft  them- 
felves  into  authority  in  other  parishes  ; and  as  to  what  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Grattan)  had  advanced,  that  he 
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dSd  not  converfe  with  Citizens,  he  was  greatly  deceived  in  that 
point  ; no  man  converged  more  frequently  or  more  familiarly 
with  the  Citizens  than  he,  (Do&or  Duigenan)  but  it  was  with 
the  loyal  citizens  he  converfed  ; with  thofe  of  a different 
defcription,  he  did  not  communicate. 

Mr.  Alexander  obferved,  that  it  was  fcarcely  a ycgrfince 
the  Directors  came  into  Office  ; the  time  was  therefore  prema- 
ture to  confider  their  conduct. 

The  Petition  was  received,  and  an  order  made  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  amended  Peace  Bill  ; and  alfo 
that  they  take  into  conlideration  the  conduct  of  the  Directors 
of  the  Watch  fince  this  indication,  and  report  their  opinion 
thereon, 

Mr.  F.  Hutchinson  prefented  a Petition  from  Mr.  Otti- 
weil,  praying  that  he  might  be  heard  by  Couniel  againft  the 
Bill  now  pending  in  Parliament  for  afeerraining  the  powers  of 
the  Commiffioners  of  Wide-ftreets,  and  for  eftablifhing  certain  t - 
comrads  made  by  them.  Previous  to  prefenting  this  Petition, 

Mr.  Hutchinfon  in  a fhort  fpeech,  dated  the  import  of  the  Pe- 
tition. He  dated,  that  after  the  bargain  made  by  the  Com- 
miffioners  in  1791,  Mr.  Octiwell  had  fet  much  of  the  ground  to 
under-tenants  y that  fhortly  after  an  inquiry  was  inltituted  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  into  the  tranfaffion  j that  in  the  next  Seffion 
of  Parliament  this  inquiry  was  continued — and  what  was  a 
very  lingular  cafe  in  this  affair,  it  was  an  object  of  iuvetliga- 
tmn  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  at  one  and  the  fame  time  j 
that  in  confequence  of  thefe  inquiries  Mr.  Ottiweli’s  rents  were 
fufpended— -and  in  the  courfe  of  a year  he  received  not  more 
from  his  tenants  than  about  140  pounds  of  rent  ; that  he  had 
hoped,  after  having  already  iuffered  fq  much  by  the  inquiry, 
that  his  Ioffes  would  have  terminated  with  the  inquiry,  when  to 
his  great  furprife,  he  learned  that  a Bill  was  brought  into  Par- 
liament, which  went  to  deprive  him  of  three-fourths  of  the 
advantages  of  his  bargain  ; that  the  grounds  of  which  he 
would  be  deprived  by  the  Bill,  had  on  them  a great  part  of  the 
molt  valuable  materials  which  had  induced  him  to  enter  inro 
the  bargain  with  the  Commiffioners,  and  that  in  fine,  if  the  Bill 
before  the  Houfe  fiiould  pafs  into  a law,  he  would  fuffer  from 
it  a lofs  of  a very  confiderable  portion  of  his  private  pro- 
perty. 

Mr.  B.  Con yngham  had  no  objedion  to  hear  Counfel 
arainft  the  Bill  if  it  were  confidered  as  tending  to  affed  the 
private  property  of  an  individual  ; but  with  refped  to  ML 
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Ottiwell,  be  could  not  think  he  had  any  reafon  to  complain, 
for  the  contract  made  with  him  by  the  Commiflioners,  refpedl- 
ing  the  grounds  not  at  that  time  in  their  pofTdlion,  was,  that 
Mr.  Ottiwell  fhould  have  thefe  grounds,  if  the  Commiflioners 
fhould  get  them  into  their  pofleflion  ; but  the  Commiflioner* 
could  not  get  thefe  grounds,  without  the  aid  of  Parliament ; 
if  therefore,  Parliament  refufed  to  grant  fo  large  a fmn  of 
money  as  fhould  enable  the  Commiflioners  to  get  the  ground, 
Mr.  Ottiwell  could  have  no  reafonable  ground  of  complaint,  if 
lie  fhould  not  be  put  in  pofleflion. 

The  Petition  was  received,  and  the  Petitioner  ordered  to  be 
heard  by  Counfel  againfl  the  Bill  to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  19,  1796. 

Ordered,  that  the  veftry  clerks  of  the  feveral  parifhes  ;n 
the  city  of  Dublin,  do  lay  before  this  Houfe,  the  names  of  the 
feveral  Directors  of  the  Watch,  with  their  additions,  occupa- 
tions, and  refidences. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Wide- 
ftreet  Bill  being  read,  and  the  Houfe  being  informed  that  the 
Counfel  for  Henry  Ottiwell  againfl  the  faid  Bill  attended,  the 
Counfel  were  called  in,  and  Mr.  Burflon  flated  the  cafe  of  the 
Petitioner,  and  Mr.  Saurin  was  further  heard  on  behalf  of  the 
Petitioner  againfl  the  faid  Bill.  Counfel  having  withdrawn, 
the  Bill  was  read  a fecond  time  and  committed  for  Monday. 

On  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf 
into  a Committee,  to  take  into  confideration  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Lords  to  the  Election  Bill,  being 

read, 

' ' 1 

Mr.  Fkancis  Hutchikson  wiflied  that  no  debate  whatever 
fhould  take  place  in  the  difcuflion  of  thefe  amendments,  and 
he  moved,  that  this  Houfe  do  on  Monday  next,  refolve  itfelf 
into  a Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  the  faid  amend- 
ments into  confideration. 

Mr.  Vandf.leur,  confidered  thofe  amendments  as  tending 
fo  a renewal  of  that  abominable  fyflem  which  once  unhappily 
prevailed  in  this  country,  namely,  an  Englifh  pale,  and  an 
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4 ri ili  pale,  and  going  to  profcribe  three-fourths  of  the  people, 
for  it  would  deprive  a great  majority  of  Connaught,  of  Mun- 
fter,  and  a great  part  of  Ulfter,  of  their  right  of  the  elective 
JVanchife,  and  he  reprobated  the  meafure  in  very  ievere  terms, 
as  it  would  tend  to  inflame  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  Jones  looked  upon  the  amendments  made  to  the 
Bill  neceflary,  as  they  would  be  a means  of  preventing  per- 
jury. 

Mr.  F.  Hutchinson  deprecated  a difcuffiop  of  this  quefcion 
at  the  heel  of  a Seflion  ; he  faid  that  it  was  at  the  heel  of  a 
Seflion  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Firft,  that  the  right  of  vot- 
ing was  taken  away  from  the  Roman  Catholics,  by  a claufe  in- 
troduced into  an  Election  Bill  ; for  his  part,  he  did  not  believe 
that  there  is  a difpofition  by  a claufe  in  an  Election  Bill,  to  take 
away  the  cqncefljons  which  have  been  made  to  the  Roman 
Catholics,  but  thefe  amendments  will  make  a bad  imprefilon 
and  lead  many  to  think  that  there  is  a divided  intention  to  nibble 
at  thofe  conceflions  made  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  V 
degrees  to  take  them  all  away.  At  this  period  of  the  .Seflion, 
he  did  not  like  that  any  thing  flhould  be  attempted  to  be  done 
by  furprife ; if  the  amendments  be  preiTed,  he  fhill  move  for 
a call  of  the  Houfe ; thefe  amendments  he.  faid,  will  create 
much  public  agitation,'  and  may  produce  very  bad  effects  ; he 
faid  there  were  in  different  parts  of  this  country  very  fubftan- 
tial  farmers  who  did  not  fpeak  Engliih,  and  it  appeared  to  him 
very  Angular,  that  the  Irifli  language  fliould  be  profcribed  : 
He  again  declared,  that  he  deprecated  the  difcuflion  of  this 
qyeftion,  and  he  gave  notice  that  on  Monday,  he  would  move 
for  a call  of  the  Houfe. 

Colonel  Hi. a qjjie  rf.  could  not  fee  any  reafon  wl;y  an  nffi*. 
•davit  could  not  be  taken  in  the  Irifli  as  Well  as  in  the  Englifh 
language,  thefe  amendments  he  faid,  if  pafled,  will  create  ill 
blood  from  one  part  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  and  every 
pentleman  in  this  Houfe  ought  to  oppofe  them. 

Mr.  Grattan  confldered  them  as  a revocation  of  the  elec- 
tive franchife  granted  ta  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  an  attempt 
to  call  n blemiih  on  the  Irilh  nation  and  character,  he  declared 
that  if  they  fliould  be  adopted,  he  would,  Seflion  after  Seflion, 
move  for  a repeal  of  them. 

Mr.  Hutchinfon’s  motion  for  taking  thefe  amendments 
into  confideration  on  Monday,  was  then  put  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative. 

Adjourned. 
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Monday,  March  21,  1796. 

Refclved  into  a Committee  on  the  Bill  for  indemnifying 
certain  perfons  who  had  ailed  without  the  authority  of  Law, 
in  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  Corn,  Meal,  Flour,  Bread, 
and  Bifcuit,  and  for  enabling  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant for  the  time  being,  to  iflue  his  Proclamation  in  future 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  the  fame,  under  certain  cir~ 
cumftances,  notwithftanding  the  price  of  grain  be  within 
the  export  rate,  Mr.  j.  Co  Beresford  in  the  Chair. 

y Mr.  Speaker  rofe,  and  oppofcd  the  Principle  of  this  Bill, 
as  going  to  indemnify  any  body  of  men  for  difpenfing  with 
the  Laws,  on  a plea  of  public  neceffity,  without  the  autho- 
rity of  a Proclamation  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council, 
the  only  authority  under  /which  they  could  ait  in  fuch  a cafe, 
to  warrant  any  claim  for  indemnification  from  that  Houfe. 

If  the  fyltem  of  Corn  Laws  (in  the  formation  of  which 
he  had\taken  a leading  part,  and  under  which  the  agricul- 
ture of  this  country  had  made  acknowledged  progrefs),  had 
any  merit,  it  confided  in  that  fieady  operation,  which  always 
warranted  the  reliance  of  the  merchant,  and  taught,  him  in 
conducing  his  fpeculations  in  Corn,  to  look  with  certainty 
to  the  fupport  of  thofe  Laws,  but  if  any  body  of  men,  who 
■Were  but  fubordinate  officers  of  the  State,  were  to  take  upon 
them  tc  fufpend  thofe  Laws,  and  aiTume  thofe  powers  which 
public  neceffity  could  only  juftify  in  the  government  of  the 
country,  and  lay  embargoes  upon  the  exportation  of  Corn, 
in  defiance  of  Laws,  ftudioufly  and  peculiarly  calculated  to 
% prevent  all  neceffity  of  interference  from  embargoes,  there 
would  be  an  end  of  all  fecurity  to  the  merchant,  and  all 
reliance  from  thofe  who  entered  into  contracts  with  him  on 
the  Faith  of  a public  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Irifh  mer- 
chant feeiing  himfelf  at  the  mercy  of  a fet  of  men,  without 
the  authority  of  a Government  Proclamation,  impeded  ii? 
his  trade,  and  prevented  from  fulfilling  his  contract,  would 
of  courfe  decline  that  branch  of  commerce,  wherein  he  was 
liable  to  fuch  embarraffinents  ; the  foreign  merchant  would 
place  no  reliance  upon  any  engagements  formed  with  men 
to  circumftanced,  and  the  country  would  be  reduced  to  the 
fame  abjeit  date,  as  before  the  Corn  Laws  were  inftituted. 

He  would  not  be  underlined  to  fay  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  Revenue  had  ailed  with  an  unbecoming  zeal  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  provided  they  had  ailed  under  the  fanilion  of  a 
Proclamation  j but  as  at  the  very  time  they  had  prohibited 
the  exportation,  the  Council  was  fitting,  and  they  mighe 
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have  applied  for  fuch  a Proclamation,  and  that  Houfe  was 
to  have  fat  in  a few  days,  when  they  might  have  applied  for 
authority,  but  did  not  fo,  in  either  cafe,  they  had  now  no 
plea  of  indemnity,  it  was  much  wifer  for  the  Houfe  to  leave 
them  open  to  actions,  though  theyfhouid  afterwards  vote  for 
the  payment  of  thofe  damages,  which  could  hardly  exceed 
£.2000  than  by  this  Ad  (hake  a principle  on  which  depend- 
ed the  very  elfence  of  the  Corn  Laws.  The  confidence  of 
the  merchant  would  thus  be  artached  to  a fyflem  which  he 
faw  would  not  be  violated  with  impunity. 

With  refpedt  to  the  Bill  itfelf,  it  had  no  one  principle  to 
fupport  it,  which  ufually  grounded  Bills  of  indemnity  ; it 
did  not  ever,  plead  public  neceflity  for  the  condud  of  the  per- 
fons  fought  to  be  indemnified,  and  it  went  to  authorife  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  f or  the  time  being,  to  counterad  the  Corn  \ 
Laws,  without  any  limitation  fo  long  as  they  exifted.  After 
arguing  at  very  great  length  againft  the  Bill,  he  concluded 
by  moving,  that  the  Chairman  do  leave  the  Chair. 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pelham  faid,  he  was  extremely 
forry  to  differ  in  opinion  from  fuch  an  high  authority,  as  that 
of  his  Right  Plon:  Friend  ; but  the  Commihioners  of  the 
Revenue  having,  for  the  public  fafety,  found  themfelves 
obliged  to  ad  coutrary  to  the  letter,  though  not  the  1'pirit  of 
the  Law,  it  was  they,  and  they  only,  that  fhould  come  to 
Parliament  for  indemnity.  The  cafe  was  this,  a few  days  be- 
fore the  Meeting  of  Parliament,  i;  had  been  reprefented  to 
the  Commihioners,  that  very  great  quantities  of  Flour  made 
up  into  Bifcuir,  were  about  to  be  exported  to  Liverpool  and 
other  places  ; in  Dublin,  Bifcuit  was  felling  at  28s.  the  Cwt. 
and  in  Liverpool  at  40s.  that  a difference  of  twelve  (hillings 
on  an  hundred  of  Bifcuit,  was-fo  ft'rong  a temptation  to  mer- 
chants, as  left  no  hope  that  any  Flour  at  ail  would  be  differ- 
ed to  remain  in  Dublin,  if  the  trade  was  not  hopped  ; the 
Commiffioners  therefore  having  confulted  with  the  Servants 
of  Government,  and  with  the  higheft  law  authorities,  fa w 
that  nothing  could  prevent  the  mifehiefs  of  a fcarcilv  but  a 
prohibition  cf  the  export;  befides,  the  Lawyers  entertained 
very  great  doubts  whether  the  CommiiTioners  were  not  bound 
by  L.aw  to  hop  it  ; for  though  the  Letter  of  the  Law  allows 
the  exportation  of  Bifcuit,  the  fpirit  manifehly  goes  againft 
the  exportation  of  Corn  or  any  preparation  from  Corn  at 
certain  times,  and  the  exception  of  Bifcuit  is  merely  intend- 
ed to  fecure  a fupply  to  the  Newfoundland  Fifheries,  but  by 
no  means  to  take  away  the  bread  of  the  citizens  in  that  fhape: 
yet,  this  muh  have  been  the  cafe,  if  the  Commiffioners  had 
not  interfered 3 and  fo  alarmed  was  the  City  on  the  fubjeci, 
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that  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Common  Council  reprefented  to 
Government,  the  inconvenience  arifing  from  the  great. in- 
tended  exportation  of  Bifcuit.  Upon  the  whole,  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  though  the  Commiffioners  had  afted  contrary 
to  the  Letter  of  the  Law,  they  had  yet  x<5ted  by  the  beft 
advice  confonant  to  its  fpirit,  and  for  the  public  farety.  If 
however  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  (who  was  the  moft  perfedl 
mafter  of  parliamentary  proceeding)  would  fnggefl  any  mode 
in  which  the  object  of  indemnifying  the  Commiffioners  in  the 
moft:  conftitutional  manner  could  fee  obtained,  it  fhould  meec 
his  hearty  concurrence. 

The  Speaker  faid,  he  knew  no  mode  but  that  which  took 
place  in  all  cafes  where  the  Commiffioners  were  fued  for  da- 
mages- He  had  fecn  a cafe  fometime  ago  of  a fliip  illegally- 
detained — the  damages  were  £Go oo*  He  had  feen  them 
made  a charge  in  the  Revenue  Incidents.  Why  not  do  the 
lame  in  the  prefent  cafe  l The  whole  amount  of  the  Bifcuk 
refufed  entry  could  not  exceed  /\2000  a fmall  part  only  of 
this  fum  could  be  the  lofs  from  non-exportation  ^ but  no 
matter  for  the  fum,  were  it  sen  times,  or  twenty  times  fo 
much,  it  were  better  pay  k than  unconftkutionaliy  interfere 
between  the  Merchant  and  the  Laws  of  the  Land* — He 
moved  w that  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  Chair.** 

The  Fight  Hon.  Mr.  Berestord  faid,  the  fituatioa  of  the. 
Commiffioners  of  the  Revenue,  was  a fituation  of  extraor- 
tiinarv  hardfhip  indeed,  if  the  principles  laid  down  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Member  who  fpofcelaft  were  to  be  ftriedy  taken. 
In  the  cafe  before  the  Honfe,  there  appeared  a manifeft  in- 
tention of  the  Legifiature  to  allow  of  the  exportation  of  Bif> 
cnit,  merely  for  the  fupply  of  the  Newfoundland  Fifhery  ; at 
all  events,  the  very  hr  ft  Lawyers  entertained  doubts  as  to  the 
exportation.  Fortified  with  the  opinion  of  thofe  Lawyers, 
and  knowing  that  the  whole  ftock  of  Flour  intended  for  the 
fupply  of  the  City,  would  foon  be  exported  in  the  fhape  of 
Bnificuit,  the  Commiffioners  by  the  advice  of  the  Servants 
of  Government  flopped  the  export ; and  when  they  come  to 
feiicit  the  protection  of  Parliament,  the  Houfe  is  advifed  to 
leave  them  to  the  actions  of  the  merchants  ! — Now,  fuppofe 
the  doubts  of  the  Lawyers  well  founded,  and  that  the  Co m- 
miffioners  notwithftanding  had  permitted  the  ftock  of  Flour 
be  exported,  what  then  would  have  been  their  fctua- 
tron  ? 

Sir  H.  Cavendish  faid,  he  thought  the  conduct  of  the 
Corarmiffioncr  in  the  higheft  degree  praife-worthy,  therefore 
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lie  would  not  hand  them  over  to  the  clemency  of  any  bod' 
of  merchants  whatfoever.  No  man  had  an  higher  refpcT 
for  the  merchants  than  he  had,  he  was  a merchant  himfelf. 
they  had  done  him  the  honour  to  admit  him  of  their  Guild  ; 
but  however  highly  he  thought  of  them.  (till  he  knew  that 
they  would  follow  their  own  intereft  fn  far  as  Law  permitted, 
regardlefs  of  all  confequences.  What  then  would  have  been 
the  cafe  if  the  Commi  (boners  had  not  interfered  ? Bile  nit 
was  twenty-eight  (hillings  in  Dublin,  it  was  forty  in  Liver- 
pool, independent  of  the  prodigious  number  of  (hips  to  be 
visual  led  at  Liverpool.  Bifcuit  may  be  fo  baked,  that  be- 
ing  again  reduced  to  powder,  it  will  make  excellent  bread. 
Take  all  thel'e  circ  urnftances  into  confideration,  and  then 
calculate  what  chance  the  poor  people  of  Dublin  had  for  a 
iingle  crumb  remaining  to  them. 

The  principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  Speaker  were  fuppor(-ecf 
by  Mr.  Vandeleur,  Mr.  Hoare,  and  Mr.  Curran — and  op- 
pofed  by  Sir  H.  Langrifhe,  Mr.  Pelham,  Sir  H.  Cavendi(h# 
Mr.  Attorney  General,  and  Mr.  Mafon,  who  argued  that  the 
Commifiioners  had  the  famftion  and  authority  of  Govern- 
ment, lhort  of  a ^proclamation,  for  they  had  applied  to  Go- 
vernment, and  had  adled  with  the  advice  and  inftruftion  of 
thofe  moft  competent  to  inftruft  them  ; that  they  had  a&ed 
under  the  preffure  of  public  neceflity,  for  the  public  good, 
and  the  prevention  of  famine — for  the  price  of  Bifcuit  in 
Dublin  being  50  per  Cent,  lower  than  at  Liverpool — the 
confequenee  of  fo  high  a premium  was,  that  contracts  were 
entered  into  by  the  merchants  here  for  exporting  Bifcuit  to 
fuch  an  amount,  as  muft  have  taken  almclt  every  Grain  cf 
Corn  out  of  the  Country  in  the  form  of  Bifcuit,  and  induce  d 
all  the  horrors  of  Famine  upon  the  people  of  Ireland  ; that 
the  merchants  who  formed  thofe  contracts,  could  not  but 
know’  the  confequenee  muft  have  been  moft  deftru&ive  lu 
the  country,  its  people,  and  its  peace,  and  thereby  they  were 
entitled  to  no  compenfation,  for  a defeat  of  thofe  definitive 
and  avaricious  purpofes,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  Com- 
mifiioners who  prevented  the  accefs  of  this  ruinous  purpofe, 
ckferved  well  of  their  country,  and  were  not  only  entitled 
to  indemnification,  but  to  public  thanks.  With  refpect  to 
the  idea  of  leaving  the  Commifiioners  open  to  ations  for  da 
mage  in  this  cafe,  the  confequenee  would  be,  that  no  men. 
in  their  fituation  would  ever  again  interfere  in  like  manner, 
for  the  prevention  of  Famine;  and  with  refpe<ft  to  t h» 
idea  of  voting  money  to  pay  any  damages  that  might  be: 
awarded  againft  them,  this  was  to  make  the  public  “ pay 
the  piper,”  to  compenfa‘e  mocopolifing  (peculators,  for  the 
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want  of  fuccefs  in  amafiing  fortunes  by  inducing  famine  in  the. 
country. 

Thequeftion  being  put,  there  appeared, 

For  the  Speaker’s  motion  - - - 13 

Againlt  it,  - - - - 5 - 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  through  the  Bill,  which  was 
reported  and  ordered  to  be  read  a third  time  to-morrow. 


The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been  read  for  the  committal  of 

the  Eieftion  Bill.  ' . 


The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Conyngkam  moved,  u that  as  the 
Houfe  was  not  likely  to  be  unanimous  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Lords,  to  prevent  psrfons  not  undemanding  Englifh  from  tak- 
ing the  oaths  of  qualification,  and  as  it  was  too  late  in  the 
Seliion  to  dehate  iuch  a quefhon,  that  the  Committee  be  poft- 
poned  to  the  firft  of  May,”  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  refojved  kfelf  into  Committee  on  the  Bill  for 
afcertaining  the  powers  of  the  Wide-ftreet  Commiflioners,  and 
ratifying  certain  cootra&s  by  them  formed  with  H.  Ottiwell., 
Lfq.  Mr.  J.  Wolfe  in  the  Chair. 

Dr.  Duigenan  rofe,  and  dated  generally  the  very 
great  and  peculiar  hard/hips  fuftained  by  Mr.  Ottiwell,  during 
the  four  years  inveftigation  of  his  contract,  in  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  the  foul  afperfions  thrown  upon  his  character,  the 
rfevere  Ioffes  fuftained  in  his  property,  the  worrying  of  his  per- 
son, in  an  unprecedented  fpecies  of  perfecution,  founded  upon 
snere  conje&ures  and  infinuations,  which  after  a tedious  inquiry 
through  four  Scffions  of  Parliament,  were  pronounced  to  be 
f all e and  utterly  groundlefs,  and  the  bargain  between  Mr.. 
Ottiwell  and  the  Board  of  Wide-ftreers,  reported  by  the 
Committee,  and  declared  by  the  Houfe,  to  be  an  honourable^ 
open,  bona  fide  bargain,  advantageous  to  the  public. 

The  Dr.  appealed  to  the  benevolence,  and  called  on  the 
juftice  of  the  Houfe,  to  make  fome  recompenfe  to  a Gentle- 
man, whom  it  had  unintentionally  injured  in  the  fevered  de- 
gree, and  to  whom  it  was  in  juftice  and  in  confcience  bound  to 
make  fome  reparation.  He  concluded  by  moving  a claufe  for 
confirming  to  Mr.  Ottiwell  the  poffeflion  of  all  grounds  pur- 
fuant  to  fils  contract,  of  which  the  Commiffioners  of  Wide- 
lireets  ihali  become  polfcfiedj  up  to  the  day  into  which  this  Bill 
y.iiils  into  a law. 
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This  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Vandeleur,  who  termed  the 
contract  of  Mr.  Ottiwell  a mod;  improvident  one  on  the  part  of 
the  Commiflioners,  and  of  fo  inequitable  and  fraudulent  a na- 
ture,  as  that  any  Court  of  Equity  would  let  it  afide, 

Mr.  Hoare  too,  faid  the  bargain  was  a moll  fraudulent  and 
deceptious  one,  founded  upon  a propofal  which  was  itleif  frau- 
dulent and  deceptious. 

Mr.  Hoare  was  extremely  fevere  in  argument,  and  con- 
cluded by  faying,  the  whole  ot  the  bargain  iliould  be  an- 
nulled, declaring  that  the  principle  of  the  Sill  was  founded  on 
the  fecond  refolution  of  the  Committee,  “ that  the  Com- 
miflioners  of  Wide-ftreets  had  exceeded  their  powers” — and 
that  to  pafs  the  claufe  propofed,  would  be  to  aCt  in  direct  op- 
pofition  to  that  princip  e. 

Mr.  Marcus  Beresfop.d  confidered  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  the  very  reverfe  of  what  it  had  been  reprefented  by  the 
Hon.  and  Learned  Member,  and  that  the  third  refolution  of 
the  Committee,  and  not  the  fecond,  was  the  principle  for 
founding  the  Bill,  namely  “ that  it  is  expedient  that  a Bill  be 
brought  in  to  afeertain  the  powers  of  the  Commiflioners,  and 
ratify  certain  contracts  entered  into  by  them  with  Henry 
Ottiwell/’ 

It  would  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe  the  Committee  meant  to  ra- 
tify the  contracts  which  the  Committee  had  full  and  undoubted 
powers  to  form  ; it  mud  of  necelhty  have  been  fuch  contracts  as 
their  power  to  conclude  was  doubtful,  and  therefore  the  pur- 
pvort  ot  the  Bill  was  to  confirm  and  not  to  annul  the  contract 
with  Mr.  Ottiwell. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  there  were  but  36  members  in 
the  Committee — upon  which  the  Houfe  refumed,  and  ad- 
journed to  next  day. 


Tuesday,  March  22,  1696. 

Mr.  Wynne  moved,  that  it  be  an  inftruCtion  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Dublin  Peace  Bill,  to  receive  a claufe  to  intreafe 
the  number  of  Directors  for  the  Watch  of  the  Parifh  of  Sc. 
Peter  $ alfo  a claufe  to  unite  the  Watch  of  the  Parities  of  S: 
John,  Michael,  and  Nicholas  Within  ; alfo  a claufe  for  eftab- 
hfh mg  a ftandmg  Committee  of  Directors  j and  likewiie  2, 
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claufe  to  empower  the  Directors  to  appoint  a Secretary,  which 
were  ordered  accordingly. 

Houfe  in  Conimittee  on  the  Fiihery  Bill. 

Mr.  Va  NDELt  ur. — Sir,  I rife  to  make  fome  observations  on 
the  Hate  of  our  Fifheries,  and  to  propofe  an  amendment  to 
that  fyftem  of  laws  whofe  operation  has  not  had  that  fuccefs 
which  every  man  ought  to  wiih — it  is  peculiarly  incumbent  on 
us  at  this  period  to  attend  to  our  Fi/heries  as  the  great  nurfery 
of  our  Seamen— and  in4the  prefent  (late  of  Europe,  the  only 
means  which  is  left  to  Great  Britain  to  withftand  the  extended 
power  of  France.-—  The  Fi/heries  have  always  been  encouraged 
by  large  bounties,  that  the  Scare  might  thereby  fecure  a large 
body  of  Seamen  in  times  of  public  difficulty. — This  bounty 
was  given  not  to  encourage  the  vefTels,  but  that  body  of  men 
whofe  fervices  the  Stare  required. — England  early  adopted  this 
fyftem  : in  23.  Geo.  II.  a bounty  was  given  of  thirty  fhillingsa 
ton— this  being  found  ineffectual,  the  bounty  was  encrea.fed  to 
lifty  fhillings. — A company  was  eftabliihed  wirh  the  exceflive 
capital  of  400,0001.  and  a further  bounty  of  three  per  cent, 
on  their  expenditure— rhis  fcheme,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, failed,  for  you  always  find  thofe  fpuculative  companies 
compofed  of  me^n  ignorant  and  inattentive  to  the  bufinefs  in 
which  they  embark,  wafte  cheir  ftock  in  idle  fchemes.—  A fi- 
milar  company  wicli  a capital  of  40,000).  is  eftabliihed  by  the 
prefent  Bill. — I apprehend  it  will  have  a fimilar  effeCt,  and  the 
only  good  I can  expebt  from  it  >s,  what  Sir  James  Stewart  fays 
arofe  from  a very  great  company  eftabliihed  in  Holland  ; that 
on  its  failure,  its  vefTels,  nets,  and  flores,  came  into  the  hand 
of  private  adventurers,  and  thence  arofe  the  great  Fiihery  of 
Holland. — This  high  bounry  failed  of  its  effeCt  of  extending 
the  Fiihery,  and  it  was  found  neeeffary  to  alter  the  fyftem— 
the  ableft  political  writer  that  England  boafts  [DoCtor  Smith] 
ihewed  that  each  barrel  of  herrings  coft  the  nation  il.  is.  5d. 
that  the  vetfcls  went  to  fifti  for  the  bounty  and  not  herrings— 
and  that  it  totally  deftroyed  the  fifhtng  carried  on  by  the  poor 
but  active  and  laborious  race  of  Fifhermen  difperfed  over  the 
coafts  of  England  and  Scotland— thofe  men  who  by  their  labour 
procured  a wholcfgme  and  cheap  food  for  the  poor,  and  by 
their  ftrength  in  times  of  danger,  protected  the  State.— They 
could  not  compare  them  with  the  Rufli  Fifhermen,  tvho  with- 
out the  bounty,  underfold  them  in  the  markers.  The  Englifh 
Parliament  faw  the  force  of  the  reafoning,  and  adopted  a new 
fyftem  of  giving  bounty  partly  on  actual  production— the  fum 
wa5  proportioned  to  the  labour.— By  26  Geo.  III.  a bounty  was 
given  of  t'wenn  fhillings  a ton,  and  four  fhillings  a barrel  for 
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all  herrings  twice  packed,  provided  they  do  not  exceed  z~  bar- 
rels for  each  ton,  and  a further  bounty  of  one  fhilling  a barrel 
for  every  barrel  caught  by  boats.-*— This  fyffcm  has  fucceeded 
to  the  fatal  deffru&ion  of  our  Fifliery,  as  you  will  fee  by  the 
returns  which  I ihall  now  ffate,  and  which  is  the  belt  reafon  i 
tan  adduce  for  adopting  the  plan  of  the  British  bounties.— You 
v/ili  thereby  give  employment  to  an  active,  induftrious,  and 
laborious  race  of  men,  and  encourage  the  production  cl  a 
wholefome  and  cheap  article  of  food  for  your  poor— indeed  the 
only  reliih  which  the  Iriih  Peafanc  ever  taiies  with  his  pq- 
taeoes. 

Briiijh  Foreign  Iri/h 

In  1782  you  imported  £8 16—  1801—  exported  26664  i ^ 

— !785  2717—19795 : 354*4  (.  | 

— i79°  - 4402— — 99 80  ( J. 

— 1794  29566 — 23693 — — — 1390^  • 

Thus  ycu  obferve  in  1782  we  exported  26,000  barrels  above 
our  confumption* — and  in  5794  we  imported  55,000  barrels 
for  our  internal  ufe,  which  makes  an  abfolutc  difference  of 
79,000  barrels  in  the  ffate  of  -car  Filliery. 

But  that  we  nfayknow  with  rersrc  precifion  the  ffate  of  the 
tYfhery,  we  feefcby  the  return  from  the  office,  that  in  the  year 
(1786)  when  the  prefent  Fifliery  Law  was  ena-Cfed,  there  were 
caught  and  entered,  vis* 

68,328'] 

29>865  j t» 

68,907  ! » 

28,105  j ^ 

• so  07 1 ! ^ 

1 7,992  J 

The  quantity  of  herrings  caught  appears  fe  trifling  that  it  is 
a wafte  of  the  public  money  to  bellow  5000I,  a year  on  boun- 
ties for  the  encouragement  of  the  Filhcries  5— k appears  that  it 
cells  the  nation  4s.  7fd  for  every  barrel  which  is  caught. 
There  is  another  circumffance  which  1 muff  mention,  a rem- 
nant of  the  old  colonial  government,  and  which  enuft  be  al- 
tered ; — -1  mean  the  bounty  of  zs.  8d.  given  in  England  on  the 
export  of  herrings  to  this  country,  and  which  is  met  here  by 
only  a duty  of  is.  id.  You  will  not  permit  your  own  Fisher- 
men, the  pooreff  and  moff  induflrious  clafs  of  your  community 
to  be  borne  down  by  Foreign  Countries  ; — it  is  evident  they 
cannct  fell  the  produce  cf  their  labour  if  the  Englifh  Fifher- 
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man  has  an  advantage  of  is.  7d.  in  their  own  market.  I ap- 
prove of  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  Swedifh  herrings ; we 
muft  be  fatisfied  with  the  home  market  for  our  herrings,  and 
that  fhare  of  the  foreign  which  the  export  bounty  will  procure 
them — but  our  Foreign  Trade  requires  Swedifh  herrings  ; — we 
cannot  otherwife  affort  our  cargoes  for  the  Wed  Indies,  in 
which  herrings  coiiftitiite  a material  part  -we  may  lofe  that 
trade  fo  advantageous  and  fu  neceffary,  by  obftrufting  the  pro- 
per affortments  for  that  market,  which  we  cannot  fupply- — even 
though  our  herrings  were  moderate  in  price,  as  I underftand 
they  are  late  in  the  leafon.  From  what  I have  dared,  you  mud 
perceive  the  progreiTive  decline  of  your  Fifheries,  and  agree 
with  rhe  In  the  urgent  neceffity  of  altering  the  mode  of  your 
bounties.  I move  you  that  it  be  an  inftruflion  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Fifhery  Bill,  to  receive  a claufe  to  allow  a bounty  of 
is.  a barrel  on  herrings  caught  and  cured  by  veflels  under 
so  tons. 

The  Bill  was  gone  through,  and  ordered  ta  be  en» 
grofled. 

Adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March  23,  1796° 


Mr.  Skeffington  reported  from  the  Committee  to  whorTi 
was  referred  the  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Church  War- 
dens, &c.  praying  to  be  enabled  to  alTefs  certain  rates  cn 
houfes  within  the  diftriCt  of  the  metropolis,  for  the  better 
fupport  of  the  Watch,  &c.  &c.— -The  report  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SkefHngton  then  moved  a claufe  to  be  introduced  into 
the  Dublin  Peace  Bill,  agreeable  to  the  prayer  of  that  Peti- 
tion ; which  was  agreed  to.  The  rates  which  are  to  be 
afTeffed  are  as  follow  : 


On  every  houfe  of  the  Value  of  between  5I.  and 
ioI.  per  ann.  rent,  - - 

On  houfes  of  the  value  of  between  iol.  and  20I. 

per  ann.  rent,  - 

On  houfes  of  between  20I.  and  30I.  per  annnum 
rent,  - 

And  on  all  houfes  of  30I.  per  annum  and  up« 

wards,  - - 


ter  £. 
is.  cd„ 
is.  3d- 
1 s.  6d. 
2S,  0 d. 
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On  the  fee  on  d reading  of  the  Bill  for  eflablifhing  Light 
Houles  on  the  court,  of*  Wexford, 

Mr  Vandeleur  obferved,  that  this  was  another  inftance 
in  which  it  was  attempted  to  difpofe  of  the  public  money 
without  the  intervention  of  the  Commillioners  of  the  lrea- 
pliry— the  only  refponfible  Officers. — He  gave  notice  that  if 
Gentlemen  did  not  introduce  fome  elaufe  into  the  Bill  in 
Committee,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  the  money  iilued  for 
the  purpofes  of  this  Bill,  pafs  through  the  hands  of  thofe 
Commiflioners,  he  would  move  a elaufe  to  that  purpofe. 

Meflage  from  the  Lords  with  the  Bill  for  preventing  the 
inundations  of  the  Poddle  water- courfe- — to  which  they  had 
agreed  without  any  amendment.  Ordered  to  the  Lords  by 
Mr.  Patt.  Duigenan. 

The  Bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  avenues  leading  to 
the  city  of  Dublin,  was  read  a fecond  time. 

Mr.  Wolfe  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill  for  afeertaining  the  powers,  and  ratifying  the  con- 
trails of  the  Commiflioners  of  Wide-ftreets. 

On  the  quertion  for  agreeing  to  the  elaufe  introduced  by 
Mr.  Duigenan,  empowering  the  Commiflioners  to  convey  to 
Mr.  Otttweli  luch  ground  ipecified  in  their  contrail  with  him„ 
which  they  are  now  in  poffeflion  of,  or  which  they  may  have 
agreed  for,  or  purehafed  previous  to  the  parting  of  this 
Aft, 

Colonel  Blaquiere  exprefied  his  difapprobation  of  the 
elaufe — He  couid  not  to  be  lure  fay  that  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons were  ailing  unjullly — but  he  thought  they  were  ailing 
in  this  inltance  with  partiality — for  by  this  they  were  taking 
from  the  public  and  giving  to  Mr.  Ottiwell,  whom  fcarcely 
any  body  knows,  grounds  which  between  man  and  man, 
were  worth  upwards  of  6o,oool.  It  had  been  faid  Mr.  Otti- 
well had  been  perfecuted.  How  did  it  appear  ? He  had 
been  called  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  before  the  Houle 
of  Commons  ; — he  would  not  have  been  called  there,  if 
there  was  not  lome  fufpicion  of  unfairnefs  in  his  bargain, 
and  it  was  not  perfecur.ion  to  call  on  him  to  explain  it.  — If 
he  was  injured  by  lofmg  part  of  the  profits  of  his  bargain, 
let  the  Houfe  make  compeofation,  but  let  them  not  ftrip  the 
public  of  their  property  to  the  amount  of  6o,oool.  to  give  it 
10  Mr  Ottiwell. — Let  the  grounds  be  fairlv  fet  up  to  auction, 

v Vol.  XVI.  P 
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and  let  the  public  have  their  chance.  The  Commifiioners  of 
Wide-dreels  themfelves,  and  the  Houfe  alio  agreed,,  that 
they  had  exceeded  their  powers  in  their  dealings  with  Mr. 
Ottivvell,  and  yet  this  claufe  was  brought  in  to  ratify  what  it 
was  acknowledged  ought  never  to  have  been  done.  Be 
would  therefore  oppofe  it. 

Sir  H.  CafvENOisw  rofe  to  fhew  the  Hon.  Member  who 
fpoke  lad,  how  he  might  get  2o,ocol. — It  was  thus : let 
him  give  Mr.  Ottiwell  40,0001.  for  thefe  grounds,  and  he 
was  fure  he  would  take  it;  the  Hon.  Member  would  then 
have  the  other  20,000b  for  liimfelf. 

Com.  Beresford  and  Mr.  Coayrigham  agreed  to  fheW 
that  the  grounds  m queftion  were  wortlv  nothing  like  what 
had  been  dated, 

Councellor  Hoare  objeded  drongly  to  the  claufe  as  being 
diredly  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of  the  relolutions  of  the 
Committee  oh  which  the  Bill  was  founded,  to  the  fubdance 
of  the  evidence  wRi-ch  had  appeared  before  the  Committee, 
and  to  the  obvious  judice  of  the  cafe.  He  hated  very 
drongly  the  mifehievous.  tendency  of  the  claufe — which  went 
to  veil  in  Mr.  Ottiwell  all  the  grounds  which  the  Commiflion- 
ers  might  think  proper  to  agree  for , previoufly  to  the  palling 
of  the  ad,  within  which  period  they  might  purchafe  or  agrdc 
for  grounds  to  a moft  enormous  ambuilt. 

Dr.  Duige  nan  thought  it  the  mod  extraordinary  kind  of 
proceeding  he  had  ever  heard  of,  that  Gentlemen  fhouid 
repeal  over  and  over  again  arguments  that  had  been  Co  often 
anfwcred.  He  then  entered’  into  a liidory  of  the  whole  of 
the  Ottiwell  tranfadion,  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion  that 
Mr.  Ottiwell  had  a right  to  the  whole  of  his  bargain,  and 
that  it  was  highly  unjult  to  deprive  him  of  any  part  of  it — 
but  that,1  complying  with  the  will  of  the  Houfe,  which  feem 
to  think  differently,  he  had  confined  this  claufe  to  fuch 
grounds  only  as  the  Commifhoners  fhouid  have  in  their  pof- 
iedion,  or  have  agreed  for  at  the  time  of  pafling  this  Ad — 
and  to  thefe  there  was  no  Court  of  Equity  that  would  not 
confirm  Mr.  OltiwelPs  claim  againft  the  Commidioiiers. 

Mr.  Burgh  fugge fled  whether  it  would,  not  be  better  to 
fubditute  “ the  23d  of  March  inft.”.  for  the  words,  **  at  the 
time  of  paffing  this  Ad,”  By  which  the  grounds  to  which 
the  claufe  would  entitle  Mr.  Ottiwell,  would  be  certain,  in- 


21  T 


DEBATES. 

4 ' J V • 

(lead  of  leaving  them  vague  and  uncertain,  by  referring  the 
operation  of  the  claufe  to  a certain  day. 

£)r,  Duioenan  having  coincided  in  this  amendment,  it 
was  put  and  carried. 

h 

The  queftion  on  the  whole  oF  the  claufe  was  then  pur, 
when  a division  took  place,  and  there  appeared  for  the 
claufe  33. 

Againft  it,  only  the  tellers  Mr.  Hoare  and  Mr,  Jephfdn, 

On  reading  the  report  of  the  tellers,  it  appearing  there 
w’erc  not  40  Members  in  the  Houfe — an  adjournment  took 
place  of  courfe,  by  which  the  claufe  for  the  prefent 
is  loft. 

.Adjourned, 


Thursday,  March  24,  1796. 

* v * ? v. 

The  Speaker  attended  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
to  prefent  the  Money  Bills,  when  he  made  the  following 
fpeech,  (his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  being  fenced  on. 

the  Throne.) 

j * • 

I fnould  feel  a pride  in  repeating  the  fentiments  of  loy- 
alty which  direCt  the  Commons  in  all  their  deliberations,  but 
the  Bills  of  Supply  which  they  now  offer,  declare  it  more 
effectually  than  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  language  to  cx- 
prefs. 

\ 

0 We  are  part  of  the  Empire ; we  will  ftand  or  fall  vHth 
Britain  ; it  is  our  repeated,  determined  refolution,  and  this 
nation  will  exert  all  its  powers,  and  will  call  forth  all  its 
refources  to  fupport  with  her  the  common  caufe,  to  uphold 
the  fafety  of  the  Land,  the  Religion  and  the  Conftitution. 
againft  the  overthrow  which  the  prefent  unprovoked  and  un- 
exampled war  attempts  to  threaten  them  with. 

**  Peace  is  an  objeCl  mod  devoutly  to  be  wiflied,  but  an 
infecure  peace  is  only  a fmothered  war ; for  a lading  and 
honourable  one  (and  none  can  be  lading  that  is  not  ho- 
nourable) we  look  to  the  powerful  impreflions  which  the 
abundant  refources  of  the  Empire,  the  vigour  of  his  Ma- 
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jefly’s  exertions,  and  the  cordial  co-operation  of  all  his 
fubjects,  muR  make  on  the  common  enemy. 

ct  We  have  accordingly,  with  a unanimous  voice  granted 
fupplies  to  the  utmoft  defire  exprefled  by  his  Majeftv’s  Mi- 
nifiers,  and  in  doing  fo  we  look  back  with  great  fatisfaclion  to 
the  energy,  wifdcm  and  oeconomy  w'ith  which  the  very  li- 
beral fupplies  of  the  laft  Sefiion  have  been  adminiftered  under 
your  Excellency’s  government. — The  defence  of  the  king- 
dom has  had  due  attention  paid  to  it.  The  fpit  it  of  infur- 
reflion  has  been  vigoroufly  fupprefTed  wherever  it  has  ap- 
peared, and  we  have  the  ftrongefi.  hope,  from  the  vigilance, 
the  firmnefs  and  conciliating  moderation  which  have  marked 
your  Excellency’s  conduct  fmee  your  arrival  in  this  kingdom, 
that  under  the  additional  powers  with  which  the  laws  of  this 
Sefiion  will  have  armed  the  Magistracy,  it  will  be  totally  and 
fpeedily  fubdued.” 

- Adjourned. 


Friday,  March  25,  1796. 

Mr.  Alexander  declared  his  intention  to  oppofe  the  read- 
ing of  the  report  of  the  Coal  Bill.  The  Coal  Trade,  he 
faid,  fnould  be  as  open  as  pofiible.  This  Bill  in:  poled  re- 
ilridtions  on  the  fadlors,  which  were  not  in  Ivis  mind  calculated 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  or  the  advantage  of  the 
Trade. 

Dr.  Duigenan  faid,  twenty  years  ago,  when  there  was 
no  fuch  bufinefs  known  as  that  of  a Coal  Factor,  Coals  were 
fold  to  the  Citizens  of  Dublin  at  a reafonable  price,  on  an 
average  at  14s.  or  15s.  per  ton  ; but  ever  fince  the  Factors 
took  the  fale  into  their  hands,  the  price  had  been  excefTive. 
Thofe  perfons,  by  obtruding  themfelves  between  the  owner 
of  the  article  and  the  confumer,  had  acquired  very  large  for- 
tunes, feme  to  the  amount  of  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand 
pounds,  which  could  not  be  extracted  from  the  confumer 
without  being  fenfibly  felt  by  the  Poor  \ to  the  rich  the  dif- 
ference of  price  was  hardly  perceptible,  .but  to  the  Poor  it 
was  of  great  magnitude ; being  therefore  of  opinion  that 
t he  Coal  Factors  were  a nuifance,  he  would  vote  for  the  re- 
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port  being  read,  and  he  tri.ded  that  Ins  Hon.  Friend  would 
not  perfiit  in  his  intention  of  oppofing  it. 

Colonel  Blaquiere  fupported  the  Bill. 

On  the  quedion  being  put,  “ That  the  report  be  then 
read,”  Mr.  Alexander  called  for  a divifion. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  M Beresford  and  Colonel 
Blaquiere,  tellers  for  the  Ayes,  and  as  there  were  not  two 
tellers  for  the  Negatives,  (Mr.  Alexander  being  alone,)- th-c 
quedion  was  declared  by  the  Speaker  to  be  carried  in  the 
affirmative.  The  report  v;as  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Alexander  then  moved,  “ That  the  Houfe  do  ad- 
journ till  to-morrow,”  and  called  for  a divifion. 

Mr.  M.  Beresford  and  Colonel  BlaquFre  were  appointed 
tellers  for  the  Noes,  and  Mr.  Alexander  and  Mr.  Annedey 
for  the  Ayes. 

The  report  of  the  tellers  was 

Againd  the  adjournment,  2 1 

For  it',  1 

v • l 

Forty  Members  not  being  prefent,  the  Houfe  necedarily 
adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  26,  1796. 

Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do,  at  its 
rifing  this  day,  adjourn  until  Tuefday  next,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Reported  the  Bill  for  rendering  more  cffe&ual  the  laws 
for  preventing  encroachments,  and  the  committing  of  wade 
on  Commons  m this  Kingdom.  Ordered,  that  the  faid  Bill 
be  engroffed  ; it  was  afterwards  read  a third  time,  parted, 
and  ordered  to  the  Lords. 

Bead  a third  time,  parted,  and  ordered  to  the  Lords  the 
Bill  for  directing  the  application  of  the  fum  of  5,5001. 
granted  by  Parliament  to  the  Dublin  Society,  for  the  im- 
provement of  huffiandry  and  other  ufefu)  arts  : alfo  the  Bill 
to  empower  the  Commidioners  of  his  Mnjedy’s  Revenue, 
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with  the  approbation  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  ere#  Light 
Houfes  around  the  Coall  of  this  Kingdom,  and  to  levy  a 
tonnage  duty  on  all  (hipping. 

Houfe  adjourned  to  Tuefday  next. 


Tuesday,  March  29,  1796. 


The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  that  an  ac- 
count of  the  arrears  of  duties'  on  goods  taken  out  of  the 
Cuftom-houfe  by  bills  of  view,  ending  the  25th  of  March, 
1796,  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.  Ordered  accordingly. 


Mr.  Bkreseord  prefented  the  faid  account,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ; and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Be- 
resford,  it  was  ordered ^to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  moved  that  the  Houfe  do,  at  its 
rifmg,  adjourn  to  Friday  the  15th  of  April,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Colonel  Blaquiere  moved  that  the  Houfe  do  forthwith 
refolve  itfelf  into  Committee,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ftate 
of  the  Coal  Trade  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  for  other 
purpofes ; and  on  the  queftion  being  put,  it  pafled  in  the 
negative. 


The  Houfe  adjourned  to  Friday  the  15th  of  Aprils 


Friday,  April  15,  1796. 

His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  went  in  ftate  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  and  gave  the  royal  aflent  to  a number  of 
Bills,  after  which  he  made  the  following  fpeech  from  the 
Throne,  and  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  were  pro- 
rogued. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

“ In  releafing  you  from  your  further  attendance  in  Par- 
liament, I am  peculiarly  commanded  by  his  Majefty  to 
thank  you  for  that  particular  zeal  and  unanimity  fo  honour- 
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^blc  to  yourfelves,  and  fo  oppreffive  on  our  enemies,  which 
have  marked  your  condudl  during  the  whole  of  the  Sefhora, 
„in  promoting  by  your  energy  and  temper  the  interefts  of 
vour  country,  and  in  Supporting  by  your  Spirit  and  liberality 
the  common  caufe  of  the  Empire. 

« His  Majefty  has  taken  the  fteps  which  appeared  moft 
proper  for  Setting  on  foot  a negociation  lor  a general  peace, 
if  the  enemy  fhould  be  difpofed  to  enter  into  Such  a negoci- 
ation on  grounds  confident  with  the  SaSety,  honour,  and  in- 
tereft  of  his  Majcfty’s  Kingdoms  and  of  his  Allies. 

“ If  his  Majefty’s  view’s  in  this  refpedt  Ihould  Sail,  he  lias 
no  doubt  that  the  valour  of  his  fubjedls,  the  refources  of  his 
kingdoms,  and  the  eKertions  of  the  powers  engaged  with 
him,  will  ultimately  produce  this  defirable  end. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  Hoife  of  Commons , 

i < f # # 1 . r ' • 

<c  I am  to  thank  you  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  for  the  chear- 
fulnefs  and  liberality  with  wduch  you  have  provided  for  the 
current  Services  of  the  year,  and  it  affords  me  the  higheft 
fatisfadlion  to  refledl  that  thefe  objects  have  been  attained  by- 
burthens  fo  judicioufly  impofed,  that  they  can  Scarcely  affe’St 
the  low’er  orders  of  the  people.  It  is  equally  Satisfactory  to 
obferve,  that  your  ftrength  and  profperity  remain  undimi- 
niftied,  notwithftanding  the  prefTure  of  the  w'ar,  and  it  will 
be  my  endeavour  to  cherifh  your  refources,  and  apply  your 
liberality  with  ceconomy  and  prudence. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

Ai  The  inquiries  I had  ordered  to  be  made  with  regard  to 
the  produce  of  the  laft  harveft,  and  the  rneafures  taken  by 
you  to  prevent  the  export  of  grain,  muff  relieve  the  public 
mind  from  an  apprehenfion  of  Scarcity.-  If  any  illicit  means 
Ihould  be  attempted  to  evade  the  provifions  of  the  laws  which 
have  been  enadted  upon  this  important  fubjedt,  I fhall  be  at- 
tentive in  exercifmg  thofe  powers  with  which  I am  entrufted. 

“ The  vigorous  rneafures  you  have  adopted  for  the  fup- 
preftion  of  infurredtion  and  outrage,  and  the  wile  provifions 
you  have  made  for  preventing  the  extenfion  of  fimilar  offen- 
ces, muff  have  the  moft  Salutary  effedis. 

“ The  new  regulation  of  licenfes  under  the  fuperintendance 
of  Magiftrates,  will  tend  to  promote  tranquillity  and  fo- 
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brietv.  The  eflablifhment  of  more  frequent  Seflions  of  the 
Peace,  will  afford  an  eafy  and  expeditious  adminiftration  of 
juftice  in  the  different  diftridfs  throughout  the  kingdom. 
The  liberal  increafe  of  the  falaries  of  the  Judges,  and  the 
alteration  of  the  civil  bill  jurifdidtidn,  for  the  convenience  of 
the  lower  ranks  of  the  people,  will  enfure  the  conftant  and 
regular  attention  of  his  Majefty’s  Judges  to  the  civil  and  cri- 
minal bufmefs  that  will  remain  to  be  done  on  the  circuits. 

“ Thefe  meafures  cannot  but  demonftrate  to  the  people  at 
large,  the  firmnefs  and  the  temper  of  Parliament,  which, 
whilft  it  is  determined  to  reprefs  the  exceffes  of  licentioufnefs 
nnd  outrage,  is  at  the  fame  time  anxious  to  enfure  to  the 
country,  thofe  permanent  advantages  of  fecurity,  peace, 
and  good  order,  which  are  derived  from  a prompt  and  up- 
right adminiftration  of  juftice. 

“ I cannot  too  flrongly  recommend  it  to  you  to  give  effect 
to  thefe  bounties,  by  your  example  and  prefence,  and  I am 
confident  that  when  you  are  relieved  from  your  Duty  in  Par- 
liament, all  ranks  and  defcriptions  of  his  Majefty’s  faithful 
fubjedh  will  feel  themfelves  protedted  by -your  exertions  and 
authority  in  your  different  counties. 

“ Your  kind  declarations  in  favour  of  my  Adminiftration 
make  the  deepeft  impreflion  on  my  feelings.  If  I have  any 
claim  to  your  confidence  and  good  opinion,  it  arifes  from  tbe> 
fidelity  with  which  I have  reprefented  to  his  Majefty,  your 
loyalty  and  zeal,  and  from  the  fincere  defire  1 feel  to  con- 
form my  condudt  to  your  fentiments.  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  form  one  Empire  ; they  are  infeparably  connedfed  ; 
they  muft  fland  or  fall  together:  and  we  are  all  equally 
interefted  in  the  common  caufe,  of  defending  and  uphold- 
ing our  Religion,  our  Laws,  and  our  Confticution.” 
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PLACES  THEY  REPRESENT, 


Antrim  County,  (io) 

EDWARD  Jones  Agnew, 
Efq. 

Hugh  Boyd,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Antrim. 

Hon.  Wm.  John  Sk.  ffington. 
Hon.  Chichefter  SkefHngron. 

Borough  of  Belfajl. 

Hon.  Henry  Skcffington. 

Sir  William  Godfrey,  Bare. 

Borough  of  Lifburne. 
George  Hatton,  Efq. 

John  Moore,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Randalflown . 
John  Dunn,  Efq. 

Edward  Corry,  Efq, 

Armagh  County.  (6) 

WiPiam  Richardfon,  Efq. 


Borough  of  Armagh. 
George  Rawfon,  Efq. 

Right  Hon.  Robert  Hobart, 
commonly  called  Lord  Vif- 
count  Hobart. 


Borough  cf  Charlemont . 

Sir  Anntfley  Stewart,  Bart. 
Rich.  Mountr.ey  Jephfon,  Efq. 

Carrtckfergus  County 
and  Town.  (2) 

Ezekiel  Davys  Hamilton,  Efq. 
Alexander  Hamilton,  Efq. 

I 

Catherlogh  County.  (6) 

William  Burton,  Efq. 

Henry  Bruen,  Efq. 

Borough  if  Catherlogh. 

Hon.  Auguflus  Cavendiili 
Bradfh  iw. 

John  Ornifby  Vandeleur,  of 
Kilrufli,  in  the  County  ot 
Clare,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Old  Le'ghlin. 
Edward  Co  >ke,  Efq. 

Patrick  Duigenan,  Efq.  LL.D, 

Cavan  County.  (6) 

Francis  Siunderfon,  Efq. 

Hon.  John  James  Maxwell, 
commonly  called  Lord  Vif- 
count  Maxwell, 
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Borough  of  Belturhet. 

John  M'Ciintock,  Efq. 
Maurice  Coplnger,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Cavan. 
r'  homas  Nefbitr,  Efq. 

1 Ion. Charles  Firz-Gerald, com- 
monly called  Lord  Charles 
Fitz-Geralcb 

Clare  County.  [(4) 

Francis  M‘Namara,  Efq. 
lion.  Francis  Nathaniel  Burton. 

Botov gh  of  Clare. 

Rt.  Hori.  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien, 
Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Wm.  Conyngham. 

Cork  County.  (26) 

Hon.  Robert  King,  commonly 
called  Lord  Vilcourit  Kingf- 
borough. 

Abraham  Morris,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Baltimore. 

Sir  John  Freke,  Bar t. 

Richard  Grace,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Ban  don.  Bridge . 
Broderick  Chinnery,  Efq. 
Lodge  Morrcs,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Cafile  martyr. 

Sir  1 antes  Laurence  Cotter, 
Bart^ 

John  Hobfon,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Charleville . 
Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Blaquiere, 
Barr.  K.  B. 

Rogcrfon  Cotter,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Cloghnikeity. 

Sir  Nicholas  Conway  Colihurft, 
Bart. 

Hon.  Henry  Bovlc,  commonly 
called  Lord  Vifcounc  Boyle. 


City  of  Cork. 

Right  Hon.  Richard  Longfieid, 
Hon.  John  Hely  Hutchinfon. 

Monor  of  Dcnerarle. 

James  Chatterton,  Efq. 

John  Maxwell,  Efq. 

Town  of  Kinfale.  . 
James  Kearney,  Efq. 

William  Rowley,  Efq. 

Town  of  Mallow . 

Denh  am  Jephfon,  Efq. 

John  Longfield,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Middleton. 
Arthur  D wfon,  Efq. 

Benjamin  Blake  Blackwood, 
Efq. 

Borough  of  Rathcormuck. 
Henry  Duquery,  Eiq. 

John  Philpot  Curran,  Efq. 

Town  of  Youghall. 
Robert  Uniacke,  Efq. 

James  Uniacke,  Efq. 

Donegal  County.  (12) 

Alexander  Montgomery,  Efq; 
Henry  Vaughan  Brooke,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Bally fhannon. 
Thom  as  Dickfon,  Efq. 

Sir  Michael  Cromie,  Bart 

Boro  'gh  of  Donegal . 
Humphrey  Butler,  Efq. 
William  Keller,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Klllybegr. 

John  Wolfe,  * of  Forenaughts, 
Efq, 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Cavendiih. 

r 

Borough  cf  Lifford. 

Hon.  Abra.  Creighton,  com- 
monly called  Lord  Creighton 
Hon,  Abraham  Creighton. 


Borough  of  St . John  flown . 
jRiglu  Hon.  William  Forward 

lion.  Hugh  Howard. 

* 

Down  County.  (14) 

Hon.  Robert  Stewart. 

Francis  Sa\age,  of  Ardkeen, 
Efo. 
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Borough  of  Bangor. 

Sir  John  Blackwood,  Bart. 
John  Keane,  Elq. 

Borough  of  Downpatrick'. 
Clotworthv  Rowley,  Efq. 
Jonathan  Chetwood,  Efq. 

Borough  of  l.  i ' l fb  (trough . 
William  Montgomery,  ofHillf- 
borough,  Efq. 

Robert  Johnftn,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Killjleagh. 
Hon.  Robert  Ward. 

James  Stephenfcn  Blackwood, 
Efq. 

Borough  of  Newry. 
lfaac  Corry,  Efq. 

Robert  Rofs,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Newtownards . 
Hon.  Richard  Anmfey. 

John  La  Touche,  Efq. 

Drogheda  County  and 
Town.  (2) 

William  Meade  Ogle,  Efq. 
John  Forbes,  Efq. 

Dublin  County.  (10) 

Sir  Edward  Newenham,  Knight 
John  Finlay,  Efq. 


City  of  Dublin. 

Hon.  Henry  Fitz-gerald,  com- 
monly called  Lord  Henry 
Fitz-Gerald. 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Grattan. 

UrAverfiy  of  Dublin . 
Arthur  Br  >wne,  Lfq.  LL.  D. 
Hon.  Francio  liely  Hutchinfon. 

Borough  of  N ewcafllt. 
Right  Hon.  David  La  Touche. 
David  La  Touche,  Eh]. 

Borough  of  Swords. 

John  Claudius  Beresford,  Efq. 
Lieut.  General  Eyre  Mafley. 

Fermanagh  County.  (4) 

Colonel  Mervyn  Archdall. 

Hon.  John  Willoughby  Cole, 
commonly  called  Lord  Vil- 
count  Cole. 

Borough  cf  Ennifkillen. 
Hon.  Arthur  Cole  Hamilton. 
Richard  Magennis,  Efq. 

Galway  County.  (8) 

Win,  Power  Keatinge  Trench, 
Efq. 

Jofe-ph  Henry  Blake,  Efq. 

^ Borough  of  At  henry. 
Theophiius  Blakeney,  Efq. 
William  Blakeney,  Efq, 

"Town  of  Galway . 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Skelihgton. 

Smyth,  Bart. 

Peter  Daly,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Tuam. 

Sir  Thomas  Leighton,  Bart. 
Jonah  Barrington,  Efq, 
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Kerry  County.  (8)  j 

John  Crofbie,  Efq. 

M.  Fitzgerald,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Ardfert. 
Robert  Day,  Elq. 

Richard  Archcall,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Dingle  Icouch. 
Richard  JBoyie  Tow  nfcud,  Efq. 
John  Townfend,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Tralee. 

Sir  Boyle  R che,  Bart. 
William  Fletcher,  Efq. 

Kildare  County,  (io) 

Hon:  Edward  Ffz-Gerald, 

commonly  called  Lord  Ed- 
ward Firz-Gerald. 

Maurice  Bagenal^  St.  Leger 
Keatinge,  Efq. 

Borough  of  A thy. 

Lieut.  Col.  Arthur  Oimfbv. 
Frederick  John  Falkner,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Harrijlo'wn. 
Arthur  Burdett,  Efq. 

Robert  La  Touche,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Kildare. 

Simon  D'gby,  E’q. 

Robert  Gravdon,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Naas. 

SirJ  ames  Bond,  Bart. 


Kilkehn y Co ukty.  ( i 6) 

Right  Hon.  William  Brabazon 
Fort  fon  by. 

Uon.  Walter  Butler,  commonly 
called  Lord  Vif.  Thurles. 


Borough  of  Callan. 
William  Meeke,  Efa. 
Nathaniel  Warren,  Efq. 

Borough  of  St  Canice , alias 
Jri/htouun. 

R'ghr  Hon.  John  Me  nek  Mnfon 
Right  Hon.  Sylvefter  Douglas. 

Borough  of  Inniflioge . 
George  Ponfonby,  Elq. 

John  Lloyd,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Gouuran. 
Patrick  Welch,  Efq. 

George  Dunbar,  Efq. 

City  of  Kilkenny. 

Hon,  John  Butler  Wandesford., 
James  Wemys,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Knocktopher. 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Hercules  Lan?^ 
riilie. 

Robert  Langrifhe,  Efq. 
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Borough  of  Thomajlowu  . 
George  Bunbury,  Efq. 

George  Burdett,  Efq. 

King’s  County,  (6) 

De  nis  Bowes  D;  ly,  Efq, 

Sir  Laurence  Parfons,  Bart. 

Borough  of  Banagher . 
Edward  Hoare,  Efq. 

John  Metge,  Efq. 

Borough  of  P hth pfl ovo n. 
William  Sankey,  Efq. 

Captain  John  Longfield. 

Leitrim  County.  (6) 


Peter  La  Touche,  Efq, 
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Borough  v f Carrick. 

Hon.  Natl  mid  Clements. 
Nathaniel  Sneyd,  Efq. 

Borotgh  of  Jamcftown* 
Right  H-.h.  Arthur  Write. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Robert  King. 

Limerick  Countv.- (8) 

John  Waller,  Efq. 

Hon.  John  Malfey. 

Borough  bf  Afkeyton. 

Sir  Jofeph  Hone,  Hart. 

Henry  A'exander,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Kilm alloc k . 
Peter  Hoi. res,  E^q. 

Charles  William  Bury,  Efq. 

City  of  Limerick. 

John  Prendergaft  &myth,  Efq. 
Chares  Vereker,  Efq. 

Londonderry  County.  (8) 

Hon.  Henry  Beresford,  com- 
monly called  Earl  of  Tyrone 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Conolly. 

Borough  of  Coleraine . 

Wm  Domville  Stanley  Monk, 
Efq. 

John  Staunton  Rochfort,  Efq. 

City  of  Londonderry . 

Will  iam  Lecky,  Efq. 

Sir  Geo.  Fitzgerald  Hill,  Bart. 

Borough  of  Newtown- limavady. 
Major  H-  gh  Carncrofs. 
Richard  T rench,  Efq. 

Longford  County,  (io) 

•Sir  W.  Gleadowe  Newcomen, 
Bart. 

Cur  Thomas  Featherftone,  Baru 


Borough  of  Granard. 
Janies  Qrmfby  Vandeleur,  of 
Munfter  Nenagh,  Efq. 
Thomas  Pakenham  Vandeleur, 
Efq. 

Borough  of  Lanefuoroitgh, 
Stephen  Moore,  ot  the  Barn, 

Will  ia  m Smith,  E q . 
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Borough  of  Longford. 
Henry  Stewart,  Efq. 

Thomas  Pepper,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Bt.  fohnjlown. 
Hon.  George  Cavendifh. 

John  Taylor,  Efq. 

Louth  County,  (io) 

Rt.  Hon.  John  Fofter,  Speaker. 
Wm.  Charles  Fortefcue,  Efq. 

Borough  $f  At  her  dee. 

Wm.  Parkinfon  Ruxton,  Efq. 
John  Wolfe,  of  Newlands,  Efq. 

Boron gn  of  Carlingford. 

Sir  Charles  Defvoeux,  Bar:. 
James  Blaquiere,  Efq. 

Borough  of  Dundalk . 

Hon.  Robert  Jocelyn,  com- 
monly  called  Lord  Vifcount 
Jocelyn. 

Hon.  George  Jocelyn. 

Borough  of  Dunleer. 
Nicholas  Codtlingcon,  Efq. 
Hon.  Thomas  Henry  Fofter. 

Mayo  County.  (4) 

Right  Hon.  James  Cuffe. 

Right  Hon.  Denis  Biowne. 
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Borough,  of  Cajllehar . 
Edward  F it  zgera Id,  E f q. 
Ue&t.  Col.  Francis  Craddock. 
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THURSDAY — OCTOBER  13,  1796. 

AT  five  o’clock  the  Speaker,  having  taken  the  chair, 
a meffage  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  delivered  by 
the  Yeoman  Ufher  of  the  Black  Rod,  commanding  the 
attendance  of  the  Commons  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  The 
Speaker  accordingly  attended  by  the  members,  repaired  to 
the  Upper  Houfe,  and  upon  his  return  reported  that  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  been  pleafed  to  deliver 
a Speech  from  the  Throne,  of  which  he  had  procured  a 
copy.  The  Speech  was  then  read  by  the  Speaker,  and  af- 
terwards by  the  Clerk,  as  follows  : 

te  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

“ I have  his  Majefty's  commands  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  has 
thought  it  neceflary  to  require  your  attendance  in  Parliament  at 
this  early  period,  and  to  refort  to  your  deliberative  wifdom  at  a 
time  when  the  ambitious  projects  of  our  enemies  have  threatened 
to  interrupt  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  his  people  by  making 
a defccnt  upon  this  kingdom  and  Great-Britain.  And  although 
his  Majefty  looks  forward  with  the  utmoft  confidence  to  the  fpirit, 
loyalty,  and  ability  of  his  faithful  people  of  Ireland  to  repel  fuch 
an  attack,  it  will  yet  become  your  wifdom  to  neglect  no  precauti- 
ons which  may  preclude  the  attempt,  or  fecure  the  fpeedieft  means 
of  turning  it  to  the  confufion  of  the  enemy. 

44  His  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  direct  an  addition 
to  be  made  to  the  regular  forces  in  this  kingdom,  by  troops  fent 
from  Great-Britain,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  already  arrived  ; 
and  in  purfuance  of  his  Majefty’s  commands,  I have  alfo  encou- 
raged the  loyal  and  zealous  difpofition  which  has  generally  dif- 
played  itfelf,  to  alfociate  in  arms  under  his  Majefty's  authority, 
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for  the  better  fectnity  of  property,  and  the  prefervation  of  tran- 
quillity and  good  order. 

il  1 have  alfo  his  Majefty's  commands  to  acquaint  yon,  that  in 
oonfequence  of  the  fteps  he  has  taken  to  reflore  peace  to  Europe, 
and  to  fecure  its  future  tranquillity,  a way  has  at  length  been  open- 
ed for  an  immediate  and  divert  negotiation  ; and  that  it  is  his 
Majefty's  intention  to  fend  a perfon  to  Paris  with  full  powers  to 
treat  for  the  reftovation  of  general  peace. 

“ The  apparently  hoflile  difpofition  and  conduct  of  the  Court 
of  Spain,  have  led  to  difcuffions  of  which  I am  not  yet  enabled 
to  acquaint  you  with  the  final  refult  ; but  whatever  may  be  their 
iffue,  they  cannot  but  afford  to  Europe  a further  proof  of  his 
Majefty's  moderation  and  forbearance,  and  cannot  fail  to  animate 
your  utmofl  exertions  in  defending  the  dignity,  rights  and  intereft 
of  his  Majefly’s  empire  againft  every  aggreffion. 

“ In  reviewing  the  events  of  this  year,  it  muff  afford  you  the 
greateft  fatisfadtion  to  obferve,  that  by  the  fpirit  and  exertions  of 
his  Majefly’s  navy,  the  commerce  of  his  kingdom  has  been  pro- 
tected in  a degree  almofl  beyond  example,  and  in  no  part  more 
completely  than  by  the  fkill,  activity,  and  bravery  of  his  fquadron 
ilationed  on  the  coafts  of  this  kingdom. 

**  The  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty's  arms  in  the  Eafl  and  Weft- 
Indies  has  been  highly  honourable  and  advantageous  to  the  em- 
pire, and  evinces  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  the  valour  and  good 
conduCt  of  his  forces  both  by  fea  and  land. 

The  lleady  and  dignified  conduCt  of  the  Emperor,  and  the 
intrepidity  and  fpirit  of  the  Auftrian  forces  under  the  command 
of  the  Archduke  Charles,  have  given  fo  effential  a change  to  the 
afpeCt  of  affairs  on  the  continent,  as  to  infpire  a well-grounded 
confidence  that  the  final  refult  of  the  campaign  will  be  fuch,  as 
materially  to  promote  his  Majefty’s  endeavours  to  obtain  a fafe  and 
honourable  peace  for  himfelf  and  his  allies. 

t(  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons , 

“ 1 have  ordered  to  be  laid  before  you  an  account  of  fuch  arti- 
cles of  expence  as  are  not  included  in  the  eftimates  for  the  current 
year,  and  which  the  prefent  circumftances  have  rendered  necef- 
fary  : and  when  you  confider  the  great  interefls  for  which  we 
are  engaged,  and  the  objeCts  for  which  we  are  contending,  I 
doubt  not  that  you  will  grant  the  fupplies  which  may  be  re- 
quifite  for  them,  with  your  accuftomed  chearfulnefs  and  liberality. 
And  when  the  ordinary  accounts  and  eftimates  for  the  enfuing 
year  fhall  be  laid  before  you,  I trull  you  will  then  proceed  with 
* the  zeal  you  have  always  mamfefled  in  providing  for  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  fiate,  and  the  honourable  fupport  of  his  Majefty's 
government. 
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€<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

The  expediency  of  the  vigorous  meafures  which  you  adopted 
in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  has  been  amply  proved  by  thofe 
outrages  which  they  were  intended  to  fupprefs,  having  in  a great 
meafure  fubfided.  1 have,  however,  to  lament,  that  in  one  part 
of  the  country  good  order  has  not  yet  been  entirely  rcftored,  and 
that  in  other  diftrifits  a treafonable  fyftem  of  fecret  confederation, 
by  the  adminiftring  of  illegal  oaths,  ft  ill  continues,  although  no 
means  within  the  reach  of  Government  have  been  left  untried  to 
counteract  it. 

“ You  will  not  fail  at  a proper  time  to  continue  your  attention 
to  the  manufactures,  the  agriculture  and  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  to  extend  your  accuftomed  benevolence  to  the  Pro- 
teftant  charter  fchools,  and  to  the  other  inftitutions  of  education 
and  charity,  which  have  been  fo  long  foftered  by  your  liberal 
encouragement. 

“ The  profperity  and  refources  of  the  kingdom,  fo  highly 
improved  by  your  meritorious  care,  ftill  remain  unimpaired  by  the 
preffure  of  the  war,  and  I truft  to  your  unremitting  attention  for 
the  further  advancement  of  the  national  profperity. 

<£  You  have  learnt  the  fteps  which  his  Majefty  has  taken  to 
procure  the  bleflings  of  general  peace  upon  a folid  and  permanent 
bafts.  Should  thofe  gracious  endeavours  of  his  Majefty  not  be 
followed  by  the  fuccefs  which  he  has  every  reafon  to  expeCf,  he 
is  fatisfied  that  the  affections,  courage  and  perfeverance  of  his  peo- 
ple, will  enable  him  to  fruftrate  the  deftgns  of  our  enemies,  and 
to  maintain  the  dignity  and  honour  of  his  crown. 

“ It  will  afford  me  the  higheft  fatisfa&ion  to  be  aided  at  this 
important  crifis  by  your  advice  ; and  I rely  with  a confidence  you 
have  taught  me  to  indulge,  upon  your  liberal  interpretation  of  my 
conduft,  and  of  that  fupport  1 have  fo  amply  experienced  fince  f 
received  his  Majefty's  commands  to  repair  to  this  country  ; and  it 
will  be  peculiarly  gratifying  to  me,  if  I fhould  have  the  good  for- 
tune in  the  adminiftration  of  the  King’s  government,  to  imprefs 
upon  your  minds  the  full  extent  of  his  Majefty’s  paternal  care  of 
this  kingdom,  and  of  my  own  anxiety  to  promote  by  every  mean# 
its  intereils,  its  fafety,  and  its  profperity. 

His  Excellency’s  Speech  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Vesey,  in  a maiden  Speech,  moved  an  Addrefs, 
which  was  feconded  by  Colonel  Bagwell. 

Mr.  Grattan  objecled  to  the  Speech — it  contained  no 
reconciling  matter,  no  expedition  of  commercial  benefits, 
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and  did  in  a great  meafure  befpeak  a falfe  confidence  in  our 
refources  both  in  commerce  and  revenue. 

He  lamented  extremely  that  the  outrages  againfi  the  Ca- 
tholics in  the  North  had  been  fo  fiightiy  dwelt  on — He  could 
not  conceive  that  Government,  with  all  the  powers  it  novV 
pofleffed,  fhouid  have  not  been  able  to  quiet  that  part  of  Ire- 
land— that  he  ftareil  the  mob  had  a confidence  in  the  lenity  of 
Government,  founded  on  rhe  fympathy  of  religion  between 
the  Cafile  and  the  Orange  Boys,  and  that  the  latter  had, 
therefore,  under  the  preemption  of  connivance,  continued  to 
commit  the  mob  daring  outrages.  That  to  fuppofc  that  Go- 
vernment was  inadequate  to  lupprefs  this  infurreefion,  when 
it  has  (hewn  itfelf  not  adequate  only,  but  unrebrained  in 
putting  an  end  to  other  iniurrediions,  was  to  allow  Govern- 
ment more  indulgence  than  it  deferved.  That  he  did  not 
approve  of  that  expredion  in  the  Speech  which  reprefented 
theie  raging  atrocities  in  the  North  as  a diburbance  not  en- 
tirely fuppr e [Jed ; fuch  tendernefs  of  language  to  fuch  enor- 
mous practices  againb  the  poor  and  indubrious,  betrayed 
an  indifference  in  the  Government  to  the  protection  of  the 
lower  orders  of  his  Majefiy’s  Roman  Catholic  fubjedts — 
that  he  was  an  enemy  to  equality  of  property,  but  a friend 
to  equality  of  protedtion — and,  that  in  his  opinion  the  bed: 
method  of  preventing  equality  of  property  was  to  afford  equa- 
lity of  protedtion. 

He  then  proceeded  to  confider  the  fubjedt  of  the  war — 
that  he  was  extremely  glad  that  the  Minifter,  provided  he  was 
lincere,  had  fent  an  Ambaffador  to  Paris  to  apply  for  peace, 
becaufe  he  did  not  imagine  that  he  was  capable  of  condudt- 
ing  the  war,  and  when  by  mifeondudt,  war  is  rendered  hope- 
lefs,  peace  is  rendered  neceffary,  and  alfo  becaufe  he  had  fo 
mifeondudted  Ireland  as  to  excite  general  difeontent,  which 
counted  with  his  incapacity  for  war,  furnifhed  a powerful 
argument  for  peace.  He  obferved  on  the  fucceffes  of  the 
A u fir Ians,  which,  he  faid,  were  as  brilliant  as  they  were 
feafonable  ; but  he  requefied  the  Houfe  to  confider  the 
lituation  of  the  empire  notwithftanding  thofe  fucceffes. — 
Italy  conquered,  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  at  prefent 
in  the  hands  of  France — Savoy  annexed — the  Alps  and 
the  Rhine  her  boundary — the  confederacy  (the  Emperor  only 
excepted)  difperfed — the  Spaniard  in  alliance  with  France, 
probably  at  war  with  England — the  Britilli  excluded  from 
the  ports  of  Europe — the  fall  of  the  funds — and  the  durable 
and  confolidated  fiate  of  the  French  Republic — with  great 
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addition  of  territory  and  alliance  ; — that  this  appears  to  be  the 
cafe  on  the  comparative  view  of  the  campaign.  But  what 
was  our  (ituation  on  the  whole  of  the  war  ? the  lofs  of  Hol- 
land, the  depolition  of  the  Stadthoider,  the  acquifition  to 
France  of  the  Belgic  Provinces,  and  a gfteat  part  of  Germany, 
accompanied  with  immenfe  Ioffes  of  men,  and  an  increafe  of 
debt  exceeding  ioo,000,oool.  Having  confidered  the  Mi- 
nifter’s  ill  fuccefs,  he  begged  to  contemplate  the  powers 
which  were  waded  on  him.  Father  of  Mercy  ! what  were  thofe 
powers  at  the  opening  of  the  war.  And  firft — all  Europe,  vari- 
ous in  her  views  and  various  in  herexertions — but  there  {he  was 
with  immenfe  armies  in  perfedt  difcipiine,  pouring  on  a Tin- 
gle country  in  a ftate  of  complete  anarchy  ; there  was  befide 
the  fpecial  exertion  of  the  Britifli  empire  ; Parliament  un- 
bounded in  its  grants,  unlimited  in  its  confidence,  and  as  pa- 
tient as  it  was  profufe,  bringing  alternately  to  the  Throne — 
Loan  in  one  hand,  and  Liberty  in  the  other.  There  was 
the  city  of  London,  with  her  Amalthean  horn — there  was 
the  landed  intereft,  with  its  fears,  and  the  commercial  inte- 
reft with  its  confidence,  there  was  the  Ariftocracv  with  what- 
ever  it  pofleffed  of  inert  property  or  inert  talent — much  pro- 
perty, however,  and  fome  talent,  from  their  panjc  down  to 
the  thundering  allegiance  of  every  idle  place  of  public  refort. 
Loans,  votes  of  credit,  anticipations,  indemnity  following  an- 
ticipations, and  following  every  encroachment  on  law,  where 
Parliament  had  omitted  to  legalize  by  anticipation,  encroach- 
ment on  Liberty — that  was  every  thing,  except  the  enthufi- 
alm  of  a military  country. 

There  was  alfo  Ireland—  poor,  plundered,  ill-ufed,  infulted, 
and  forgiving  Ireland  ! and  though  reprelented  by  the  minions 
cafily  raifed  and  eafily  put  down,  pouring  into  the  fleets  and 
armies  until  (he  was  forced  to  leave  herfelf  without  a foldier, 
for  her  Minifter’s  ill-fated  and  wide-wafting  Weft-India  ex- 
pedition— where  thofe  Minifters  by  their  plan  and  their  delay 
fupplied  the  place  of  plague,  peftilence  and  famine — loans 
granted  more  in  one  year  than  fhe  granted  to  any  one  Minif- 
ter  in  the  courfe  of  any  former  war.  How  they  have  re- 
quefted  is  another  queftion,  in  fhort  every  thing  but  her  con- 
fidence ; they  had  every  thing  from  the  two  iflands  which  an 
old  country  that  was  relaxed,  and  a young  one  that  was  ill- 
adminiftered,  could  afford — every  thing  in  England  but  en~ 
thufiafm,  and  in  Ireland  every  thing  but  the  good  opinion  of 
the  people,  and  all  to  fend  an  Ambaffador  to  alk  peace  ot  the 
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French  Republic,  and  after  fuch  aflurances  of  victory  and  of 
compenfation  ; fome  of  them  he  begged  to  repeat.  The  mini- 
fters  had  faid  that  this  would  be  a brief  and  brilliant  war.  In 
the  firft  year  the  French  took  Auftrian  Flanders,  and  drove  the 
Englifh  off  the  continent.  In  the  third  year  they  took  Hol- 
land, and  now  Italy  and  both  banks  of  the  Rhine  in  the 
fourth  year  of  this  brilliant  and  brief  war,  which  Hill  conti- 
nues, but  with  this  difference,  that  England  inftead  of  being 
at  the  head  of  a confederacy,  hands  almoft  alone  ; and  France 
inftead  of  handing  alone,  having  given  proofs  that  hie  don’t 
want  a confederacy,  hands  at  the  head  of  a confederacy  com- 
pofed  of  the  old  allies  of  England,  the  Dutch  and  the  Spa- 
niard ; and  inftead  of  defending  Paris  againft  the  Britifh  Mi- 
nifter,  threatens  thefe  iflands  with  the  arms  of  her  Republic  ; 
or  rather  inftead  of  being  partitioned  by  the  Kings  of  the  earth ; 
Kings — many  of  them  are  reduced  to  the  hate  of  petty  princes 
tributary  to  her  ; — that  is,  to  a democratic  Republic — an  ap- 
peal to  their  fubje6Is  againft  their  princes,  who  are  thus  de- 
pofed  in  the  opinion  of  their  own  people,  and  prellde  over 
nominal  monarchies,  but  concealed  and  contingent  republics. 
This  is  extraordinary,  but  this  is  not  fo  extraordinary  as  that 
the  Miniftry,  beginning  this  war  with  fuch  a prophefy,  and 
conducting  it  to  fuch  a cataftrophe,  fliould  yet  have  fuch 
confidence  in  the  corruption  of  the  conftitution,  that  they 
fliould  come  to  the  degradation  of  the  Parliament,  to  thank 
them  for  the  ruin  of  the  empire.  They  did  not  confine 
themfelves  to  one  prophefy  or  one  aflurance  ; the  minutes  of 
the  debates  are  fcribbled  over  with  monftrous  tales  of  this 
fort ; but  on  the  finances,  where  they  were  more  at  home, 
the  fallacy  and  pedantry  were  more  fuperb  and  magnificent ; 
they  had  been  guilty  of  the  crime  of  inducing  their  country 
to  continue  the  war  by  a falfe  confidence  in  French  bankrupt- 
cy ; year  after  year  had  they  ftated  that  France  was  on  tho 
verge  of  bankruptcy,  till  the  la  ft  year,  when  they  pronounced 
her  to  be  in  the  gulph — from  that  gulph  iffue  five  armies  ; 
one  in  Holland,  two  in  Italy,  and  two  on  the  Rhine,  who 
drive  the  Auftrians  out  of  Italy,  drive  them  a fecond  time 
out  of  Italy,  drive  them  in  another  part  of  the  globe  to  the 
Danube  ; in  the  courfe  of  a few  firft  months  of  the  cam- 
paign fight  twenty  battles,  conquer  five  crowned  heads,  and 
turn  the  Englifhout  oh  the  ports  of  Europe,  while  poor  Eng- 
land, with  a group  of  dupes,  her  minifters,  prophets,  and 
financiers,  Handing  as  it  were  on  the  rock  of  public  credit, 
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to  fee  the  fulfilling  of  her  Minifter’s  predi&ions,  and  enjoy 
the  fhipwreck  of  her  enemies — fhe  fees  her  allies  difperfed, 
their  armies  fcattered,  their  kings  fubjugated;  the  gates  of 
Europe  ihut  againft  her  trident  and  her  funds,  that  old  vanity 
and  loft  hope,  down  drop,  fathom  after  fathom,  like  a falling 
devil,  until  they  tumble  below  that  point  of  depreftion  which 
at  that  very  moment  fome  of  her  Adminiftration  had  ftated 
as  the  mifery  and  reproach  of  the  Miniftry  of  the  American 
war. 

See  the  difference,  fays  an  eloquent  Minifter,  it  is  difficult 
lo  do  juftice  to  the  beauty  of  his  expreflion,  impoffible  to  do 
juftice  to  its  falfehood — fee  the  difference  between  the  well- 
regulated  efforts  of  the  furplus  of  capital,  and  the  exhaufting 
and  extorted  contribution  of  the  capital  itfelf ; one  hundred 
millions  in  the  three  firft  years  of  the  war,  the  furplus 
of  capital ; as  well  might  you  call  the  men  loft,  indeed  mur- 
dered, in  this  war  the  furplus  of  your  population  ; ’tis  true, 
you  have  not  fought  with  the  whole  of  your  people,  nor  their 
fortunes,  nor  their  hearts ; before  they  give  you  the  whole  of 
their  population  and  property,  you  mull  give  them  fome  fhare 
in  your  conftitution ; but  you  have  given  them  a (hare  in  your 
difgraces  and  your  debts,  and  have  gotten  from  them  fuch  a 
fhare  of  their  money  as  was  not  indeed  fufficient  to  conquer 
the  enemy,  but  entirely  fufficient  to  exhauft  the  people.  See 
the  difference,  fays  one  of  the  Minifters,  between  the  effort 
of  furplus  and  the  contributions  of  capital — we  open  our  eyes 
to  fee  the  difference,  and  the  deception,  and  the  ruin,  and  the 
groupe  of  Minifters  fitting  on  that  ruin.  Previous  to  the  fal- 
fification  of  this  foolifh  predi&ion  came  out  the  fabrication  of 
another;  I know  not  what  term  of  folly  to  call  it  by,  affur- 
ance  or  prophecy ; foliciting  an  immenfe  confidence  in  her 
refources,  to  arife  from  immenfe  exhibition  of  her  refources, 
the  increafe  of  her  revenue,  the  growth  of  her  trade,  and 
the  rife  of  her  flocks ; fcarce  had  he  articulated,  down  went 
her  flock,  away  went  her  allies,  every  port  in  Europe  was 
fhut  againft  her  trade  ; — Suabia,  Bavaria,  the  Palatinate,  the 
Popedom,  her  riches,  arts,  and  antiquities,  fall  into  the  hands 
of  France,  to  fill  the  gulph  of  bankruptcy;  her  armies,  the 
children  of  the  gulph,  are  in  the  plains  of  Lombardy;  the 
minifiers  of  England  did  not  forefee  this;  they  were  think- 
ing of  finance,  they  had  forgot  contribution,  they  forgot 
conqueft,  they  confidered  the  refources  of  a great  country  in 
the  fpirit  of  Judsa’s  pedlar,,  they  underftood  the  ally  but  not 
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the  war — -can  you  conceive  any  fituation  more  blaffed  fhan 
that  of  a cabal,  whom  the  people  of  England  and  Ireland 
perfift  to  tolerate  as  the  Miniffry,  afTuring  their  country  that 
the  enemy  was  exhaufted,  being  on  the  eve  of  efforts  on 
the  part  of  that  enemy,  exceeding  any  thing  before  attempt- 
ed by  herfeif,  or  in  the  fame  time  by  any  other  nation- 
efforts  which  probably  would  not  have  been  called  forth  but 
for  their  fatal  perfeverance  in  a defperate  war,  a perfeverance 
the  refult  of  their  falfehood,  and  a defpair  the  refult  of  their 
incapacity.  I fay,  can  you  conceive  any  thing  more  blaffed 
than  the  fituation*  of  men  making  fdch  affurances,  except  the 
fame  men  after  the  falfification  of  thofe  affurances,  and  the 
refutation  of  their  prophecies,  coming  back  to  the  fame 
body  who  had  been  at  once  the  dupe  and  witnefs  of  their 
fallacy,  and  to  another  body  who  had  been  the  witnefs  of 
their  fallacy  and  the  fubjedt  of  their  infolence,  to  afk  from 

both  for  fandiion  and  fupport that  they  may  havefrefh 

opportunities  to  repeat  their  falfehoods  and  multiply  their 
offences. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  every  thinj*  was  misfortune  and  nothing 
fault,  and  before  we  make  for  Miniffers  fo  favourable  a fup- 
pofition,  we  muff  be  infpired  by  that  fpirit  of  truth  which 
moved  the  King  of  Prurfia  in  his  dealing  with  the  Miniffer, 
and  the  Miniffer  in  his  dealing  with  his  colleague,  and  both 
in  their  dealings  with  Ireland — fuppofing  for  inftance  that  it 
was  neceffary  to  have  befieged  Dunkirk,  and  proper  for  fuch 
a bufinefs  to  have  divided  the  army,  that  it  was  wife  to  have 
added  to  all  the  other  expeditions  that  to  St.  Domingo,  and 
and  at  a late  period  with  all  the  dilatory  circumffances  attend- 
ing it : proper  to  have  made  the  defcent  on  Quiberon,  after 
the  fuppreflion  of  the  Vendeans,  and  the  defcent  of  IfleDieu, 
after  the  defeat  at  Quiberon. — Suppoiing  all  thefe  ridiculous 
fuppofitions,  that  is,  allowing  that  the  war  w7as  from  the  firft 
defperate,  and  that  the  miniffry  were  ignorant  of  its  nature, 
and  ignorant  of  their  ignorance,  giving  the  palm  to  their 
rival  who  appears  on  this  fuppofition  lefs  than  a miniffer,  but 
more  than  a prophet,  and  who  obtained  a victory  over  their 
underftanding,  before  the  French  obtained  a vidtory  over 
their  arms.  Allowing  all  this,  and  excufing  all  this — forgiv- 
ing them  their  ignorance  at  the  outfet,  what  will  you  fay  of 
iheir  falfehood  in  the  fequel  ? why  their  falle  affurances  ? 
why  accompany  year  after  year  the  failure  of  their  projedls 
by  the  boldnefs  of  their  falfehoods  ? why  pretend  the  inffa- 
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bility  of  the  French  government,  when  according  to  this 
luppofirion  it  was  not  only  ftable,  but  irrefiftible;  and  the 
Englilh  miniftry  not  only  unflable,  but  impotent  ; or  if  ftable, 
only  fo  from  pliant  majorities,  which  in  the  end  may  produce 
not  only  their  inftability  but  their  punifhment,  together  with 
the  reform  of  thofe  fervile  aflemblies  which  have  ratihed  their 
mifehiefs.  Why  omit  the  opportunities  of  peace  ? why  in  93, 
when  the  French  were  driven  out  of  Brabant  ? why  in  95, 
when  they  were  driven  from  the  Rhine  ? why  force  Holland 
to  begin  the  war?  why  force  the  Emperor  to  continue  it?  — 
'Tistrue,  they  have  indeed  talked  of  peace,  but  in  the  man- 
ner of  their  overtures  they  evidently  meant  a popular  apolo- 
gy, and  feemed  now  to  have  fent  an  envoy  feveral  hundred 
•miles  for  a parliamentary  period.  But  ftating  what  I believe 
■was,  that  the  Miniftry  were  not  apprifed  at  firft  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  war ; that  in  the  progrefs  they  were  not  equal 
to  the  condudt  of  it;  that  England  had  not  fair  play  in  their 
hands ; that  fhe  had  not  a fair  trial  for  empire  ; that  the  bufi- 
nefs  was  above  them  ; that  fhe  was  wafted  and  frittered,  and 
fpent  and  minced  in  various  mangled,  miferable,  murderous 
expeditions.  That  the  bufinefs  was  above  her  Minifters; 
that  they  were*4  weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting 
that  in  addition  to  all  their  pofitive  blunders  they  did  not 
difcover  one  trace  of  genius,  make  one  effort  of  talent, 
pofTefs  the  merit  of  one  noble  failure.  That  fhe  would  have 
had  a fuccefsful  war,  or  having  peace,  or  a glorious  flxuggle, 
if  the  late  Lord  Chatham  had  conducted  the  war,  or  if  the 
abilities  of  the  prefent  Minifter  for  war  were  equal  to  his  ta- 
lents for  debate  ; or  rather  if  his  ftupendous  talents  for  debate 
had  not  been  matched  by  his  equally  ftupendous  and  afto- 
nifhing  inability  for  war — and,  in  thefe  times,  for  bis  fitu- 
arion.  Adding  to  this,  that  they  had  accompanied  their  con- 
stant failures  with  the  moft  lively  and  falfe  affurances  of  fuc- 
cefs,  to  delude  their  country  to  continue  the  war — neceftary 
and  juft,  perhaps,  if  they  had  not  rendered  it  hopelefs.  On 
this  fuppofition,  I fay,  what  defence  can  be  made  ? — this  de- 
fence only,  that  they  have  furrendered  their  fyftem  at  Iaft, 
at  the  expence  of  millions. 

He  alked  whether  this  was  a defence,  and  whether 
this  their  foreign  fyftem  of  fuch  dear-bought  dilhonou", 
was  the  only  charge  that  could  be  brought,  or  made 

againft  Mimfters  ? Fie  defired  to  kno.w  what  had 

been  their  conduct  to  Ireland  ? their  foreign  fyftem 

he  had  confidcrcd,  and  it  was  bad  enough  finely 
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what  was  their  domeftic  ? what  their  conduct  to  Ireland? 
This  country  was,  if  not  to  England  her  laft,  certainly  the 
greateft  card  ; — every  thing  to  the  Britifti  nation  here  was 
anxious  in  the  extreme ; here  the  new  doXrine  was  moft 
formidable,  becaufe  here  the  old  cloXrinehad  been  moft  pro- 
fligate and  politic  ; — here  the  half  million  for  majorities  had 
been  proclaimed ; — here  the  beft  Minifter  had  been  pronounced 
that  man  who  bought  Parliament  the  cheapeft — here  the  pro- 
fligacy of  the  practice  had  not  fallen  fhort  of  the  theory — 
here  the  judgments  of  Heaven  had  been  moft  emphatically 
called  down  by  a blafted,  brazen,  flagitious,  unqualified, 
and  unblufhing  profeflion  and  practice  of  the  loweft  and 
rankeft  public  proftitution.  The  region  this  and  walk  of  the 
Lords  of  Buckingham  and  Weftmoreland,  and  of  the  old 
Court,  for  ages  of  intenfe  and  triumphant  pelf  and  picking, 
and  peculation  and  plunder.  Here  they  had  began  their  fyf- 
tem,  by  giving  the  adminiftration  of  the  government  to 
the  oppofers  of  the  conftitution ; — here  they  had  attempted 
to  take  back  that  conftitution,  by  certain  commercial  pro- 
pofitions ; here  they  had  withdrawn  the  proffered  trade,  and 
fwindled  the  Revenue  ; here  they  had  fold  the  Peerage  to  buy 
theCommons ; they  had  created  at  a ftroke  in  1 789,  a new  efta- 
blifhment  of  falaries,  notorioufly  for  that  purpofe  ; they  had 
been  in  the  courfe  of  exercifing  a difpenfing  power,  and  dif- 
burfing  money  without  the  authority  of  Law;  they  had 
robbed  the  Crown  of  its  reverfion  ; they  had  fcolded  the  people 
from  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons — they  had  kicked 
their  prayers  after  them  ; they  had  inftruXed  Grand  Juries 
to  publifh  denunciations  againft  the  Catholics — they  had  then 
taken  up  the  Catholics — they  had  then  refumed  the  Proteftant 
Afcendancy — again  they  had  taken  up  the  Catholics,  and 
again  they  had  let  them  down  ; encouraging  and  maturing  by 
alternate  hope  and  apprehenfion,  the  zeal  of  the  diftinX 
feXs — the  blockhead’s  fenfe  and  the  Court’s  deiftical  devo- 
tion, to  unite  under  the  crazy  colours  of  religious  war  and 
carnage  ; — they  had  in  the  progrefs  of  their  defeat  promifed 
a change  of  Minifters  and  meafures — they  get  a great  fupply, 
recai  the  Minifter  for  making  the  promifes  under  their  own 
authority,  and  tell  the  Catholics,  to  whom  they  had  made 
the  promife,  and  whom  they  had  moft  impudently,  moft 
blaftedly,  and  moft  foolifhly  deceived,  that  they  muft  for 
ever  temain  difqualified  for  feats  in  Parliament,  and  offices 
in  th%  State,  for  the  better  fecuring  the  Crown  and  the  con- 
nexion. 
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ne£tion.  On  this  the  people  petition  ; — the  faithlefs  Miniftry 
have  anfwered  their  grants  by  perfidy — they  then  anfwered 
their  petition  by  Fencibles;  the  army  they  had  withdrawn 
when  the  French  had  threatened  the  country,  and  they  pour 
it  in  when  the  people  petition  the  Crown.  This  proscrip- 
tion, this  perfidioufnefs  and  this  dragoonery,  they  prafrife 
againft  Ireland  in  a war,  which  they  declare  to  be  tor  reli- 
gion, morals  and  liberty.  The  leading  Catholics  who  had 
aflifted  in  planning  the  original  Catholic  petition  to  his 
Majefty,  they  had  profecuted  without  colour  or  pretence, 
for  high  treafon ; — the  lower  orders  of  the  Catholics  they 
now  give  up  to  an  armed  mob,  to  be  exterminated  l 
They  do  this,  when  by  their  mifcondu£t  abroad,  they  had 
reafon  to  apprehend  invafion  at  home,  and  when  they  had 
lo  reduced  the  army,  that  they  had  left  his  Majefty’s  go- 
vernment no  chance  for  its  fafety,  but  in  what  I imagine, 
niuft  in  the  end  be  his  only  fecurity — the  unanimity  of  his 
people.  If  ever  this  country  is  loft  to  England,  depend  on 
it  this  fyftem  will  be  the  caufe.  Lord  Chatham  had  thought 
fit  to  unite  the  Scots  in  the  period  of  his  victories — the  pre- 
fent  Minifter  has  thought  fit  to  divide  and  degrade  the  Irifli, 
in  the  hour  of  his  defeats;  in  this  their  mifcondu£t  there  was 
no  foreign  interference,  no  extrinfic  misfortune here  the 
Minifter  dominated  all  the  events— -here  it  was  that  all  their 
own  bad  condu£f,  bad  fenfe,  and  bad  manners,  fuch  as  had 
turned  Britifh  government  out  of  America,  fuch  as  if  pur- 
fued  will  turn  it  out  of  Ireland.  They  could  not  govern  the 
perfidy  of  the  King  of  Pruflia — admitted ; but  could  they  go- 
vern their  own  perfidy,  and  their  own  infolence  ?— That  he 
conceived  a Minifter  who  had  governed  ignominioufly  abroad, 
far  preferable  to  him  who  had  governed  ijnconftitutionally 
at  home;  that  he  wifhed  to  know  whether  the  injuries 
the  Minifter  had  done  the  empire  could  be  ftated  to  have 
been  compenfated  by  the  fervices  he  had  done  the  conftitu- 
tion  ; the  bills  and  a£ts  of  power, — the  traitorous  correfpon- 
dence  — gunpowder  — convention— indemnity — infurrection 
bills  — the  profecution  of  the  leading  Catholics,  altoge- 
ther form  fuch  a code  of  power  as  your  hiftory  cannot  equal ; 
fome  of  thefe  bills  necefiary,  others  of  them  entirely  unne- 
ceflary — and  where  unnecelTary,  highly  criminal  ; and  alto- 
gether forming  fuch  a mafs  of  power,  as  coupled  with  the 
mafs  of  influence  in  the  crown,  make  your  conftitution  a vi- 
fion  ; here  is  the  home  fyftem — a fyftem  of  influence,  of  co- 
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ercion,  and  of  profcription — with  what  efFe<St  on  the  public 
peace  ? — the  burning  houfes — the  wandering  families — and 
the  violated  offspring,  and  murdered  parents  of  the  northern 
Catholics. — Tell  me  that  it  has  not  been  a fyftem  of  peace, 
the  declaration  of  the  government  that  we  mu  ft  arm  in 
county  corps,  in  order  to  keep  down  infurre&ion  ; — tell  me 
that  it  has  not  been  a fyftem  of  affetftion — the  foreign  fyftem 
has  brought  invafton  to  your  door ; the  home  fyftem  has 
deftroyed  that  zeal  and  warm  heart  that  fhould  meet  and  re- 
pel him  ; under  the  influence  of  the  two  fyftems  the  Cabinet 
meets  ; what  Cabinet  ? an  Afcendancv  Cabinet — under  an 
Irifh  Minifter,  fent  here  to  throw  out  the  Catholic  Bill ; by 
a Britifti  Minifter,  who  recalled  a Lord  Lieutenant  for  pro- 
pofing  it.  Their  difficulties  are  great — they  are  to  perfuade  a 
people  to  make  more  than  ordinary  exertions,  for  lefs  than 
ordinary  protection — they  are  to  perfuade  a people  profefledly 
profcribed  from  Parliament  and  the  State,  for  the  purpofe  of 
Securing  the  crown  and  the  connection — to  make  voluntary, 
unufual,  and  enthufiaftic  profeffions  of  zeal,  under  that  dis- 
qualification for  that  profcriptive  government — they  are  to 
perfuade  that  people,  who  were  told  by  fome  of  your  Minif- 
ters  that  they  muft  be,  and  whofe  King  I fear  was  told,  that 
they  muft  ever  be  difpofed  to  fubvert  a Proteftant  Govern- 
ment, though  poflefled  of  its  privileges ; to  make  without 
thofe  privileges  voluntary  enrolment  under  fuch  Minifter, 
they  are  to  make  the  people  drink  a deep  oblivion  to  all 
their  abominable  profeffions  and  practices.  The  fale  of  the 
peerage,  the  profligate  declaration  of  their  Attorney  General, 
and  his  never  to  be  forgotten  half  million — the  profcription 
of  the  Catholic  body— the  faucy  Billingfgate  and  impudent 
court  tongue  in  eternal  exercife  agaiiNf  them — the  punic 
honour  of  the  government  on  this  fub}  6t,  and  the  perfidy 
which  it  committed  in  fuppoi  t of  the  ch  jrch  of  England,  in 
the  true  Spirit  of  cant  and  hypocrify.  T hey  are  to  refort  to 
the  power  of  exploded  profeffions  and  the  trade  of  falfe  aflur- 
ances  ; to  canting,  and  preaching,  and  lyii  g,  and  other  happy 
arts,  by  which  a beaten  and  a blafted  Miniftry  endeavour 
to  protect;  the  moials,  defend  the  religion,  and  add  new 
vigour  to  the  allegiance  of  the  people  ; and  under  any 
perfon  fuch  Minifter  fhould  choofe  to  ippoint,  they  are  to 
perfuade  thofe  men,  whom  they  promifec  to  make  as  tame  as 
cats,  (luch  were  the  expreffions,  near  the  expreffions)  to  be- 
come fiercer  than  fubje61s,  and  as  fierce  as  lions  under  the 
Court  ftandard,  of  thofe  who  thus  promifed  to  make  them 
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as  tame  as  cats,  and  to  ride  rough-fhod  over  them.  I approve 
much  of  thofe  corps  who  adopted  the  true  original  principles 
ot  volun  eer  aflbciation,  corps  paid  by  themfelves,  and  officers 
elected  by  the  corps — honour  to  honour  engaged,  and  free- 
lpen  bound  to  freemen  ; — fuch  corps  will  be  numerous,  for 
they  w ill  be  national — they  are  the  true  natural  refident  de- 
fence or  the  country; — no  Minifter  can  fend  them  to  the  Well 
Indies,  and  fend  Scotch  or  Eriglifh  fencibles  in  their  place  ; — 
but  an  Afcqndancy  army  won’t  do, — a revenue  army  won’t 
do,  no  more  than  church  militants; — you  mb  hr  as  well,  like 
the  Pope,  think  of  fighting  your  enemies  by  prayers,  or, 
as  is  done  on  Afti  Wednesday,  hope  to  difperie  them  by 
curfes — or  rather  as  in  this  cafe,  by  one  fe£l  curling  another : 
— Rely  on  itMinifters  muft  reconcile,  they  mud  capitulate — 
it  is  .not  to  them  a new  thing — they  capitulated  in  93  to  the 
Catholic  claim.  What  great  meafure  has  been  carried  for 
this  country  but  by  their  capitulation  ? — the  Declaration  of 
rights,  &c  &c.  &c.  nor  can  the  Englilh  Cabinet  have  any 
qualm  on  this  occafion — the  Englifh  Cabinet  have  been  of 
late  years  in  the  courfe  of  capitulation ; — they  capitulated  to 
America — they  now  capitulate  to  the  French  Republic — and 
why  not  capitulate  to  Ireland  ? — this  country  can  only  be 
tived  by  her  own  force,  and  her  own  force  can  only  be 
procured  by  adopting  the  Catholics  ; and  they  can  only  be 
adopted  by  a total  and  entire  change  of  maxims,  meafures 
and  manners,  accompanied  with  a free  and  full  participation 
of  whatever  privileges  the  conftitution  can  boaft,  and  what  is 
infinitely  more  effential,  whatever  privileges  the  conftitution 
intended. — This  is  the  force,  the  power,  the  charm,  the 
ftaff  of  your  Saint,  that  will  banifti  from  your  ifte  all  noxious 
animals  ; the  wand  that  opens  the  fea  to  the  Englifh,  and  will 
wall  it  up  againft  the  French  : — Quick,  very  quick  ! — you 
have  not  a moment  to  lofe — you  have  given  your  fellow 
fubje£ls  a fhare  of  your  taxes,  your  defeats  and  depopulation  ; 
kindly,  very  kindly — give  them  now  a fhare  of  your  bleftf- 
ings,  whatever  your  Minifters  have  left  you. — Let  us  make 
no  more  facrifices  of  our  liberties — let  us  now  facrifice  our 
prejudices— they  will  alcend  in  fmoke,  the  beft  ufe  you  can 
make  of  them— and  be  a tiding  to  your  God,  that  you  are 
become  a convert  to  your  country. 

He  concluded  by  moving  an  amendment,  the  purport  of 
which  was,  “To  reprefent  to  his  Majefty,  that  the  moft 
“ efFedtual  method  for  ftrengthening  the  country,  and  promot- 
li  ing  unanimity,  was  to  take  fuch  meafures,  and  to  enact  fuch. 
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laws,  as  to  enfure  to  all  his  Majefty’s  fubjedts  the  bieffings 
and  privileges  of  the  conftitution,  without  any  diftindtion  of 
religion.” 

The  Right  Hon.  W.  B.  Ponsonby  feconded  this 
amendment. 

The  Hon.  G.  Knox  rofe  as  foon  as  Mr.  Grattan  had  fat 
down,  and  faid,  that  he  agreed  with  him  in  the  truth  of  the 
stbftradt  proportion  which  had  been  juft  offered  to  the  conii- 
derationof  the  Houfe.  He  agreed  with  him  in  the  with,  that 
the  Houfe  could  be  made  to  entertain  the  fame  fentiments  on 
that  iubjedt  as  he  did,  and  at  this  particular  time  that  wifh 
was  much  increafed,  fmce  he  felt,  that  by  driving  our  inter- 
nal enemies  out  of  this  their  laft  pretext  for  difaffedfion,  we 
fhould  obtain  that  unanimity  in  favour  of  the  common  caufe, 
fo  neeeftary  at  the  prefent  awful  and  critical  juncture.  If 
therefore  he  could  expect  or  hope  to  procure  the  adoption  of 
the  motion  by  the  Houfe,  no  perfon  could  be  more  willing 
than  he  was  to  make  any  facrifice  for  the  attainment  of  that 
great  objedt,  which  had  been  long  among  the  fondeft  wifhes 
of  his  heart.  But  neither  he,  nor  the  Right  Hon.  Mover, 
nor  thofe  who  urged  him  to  bring  this  queftion  forward,  nor 
any  man  of  common,  fenfe  or  common  obfervation  in  the 
country,  could  be  fo  credulous  as  to  believe,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Houfe,  after  having  twice  rejedted  the  meafure 
when  formally  brought  forward,  and  after  what  had  paded 
fchis  feflion  both  within  doors  and  without,  would  lay  afide 
their  prejudices,  and  contradidf  their  former  votes.  This 
meafure  then,  he  faid,  was  brought  forward,  not  to  be  ac- 
ceded to,  but  to  be  rejedted  ; — not  to  produce  harmony  and 
conciliation,  but  to  engender  difcord  and  difaffedlion ; to 
divide  thofe  who  were  again  beginning  to  unite,  and  in  the 
hour  of  negotiation,  and  perhaps  of  invafion,  to  encourage 
the  enemy  with  the  grateful  profpedf  of  civil  broils,  or  at 
kaft  of  neutral  loyalty.  In  another  point  of  view,  he  thought 
the  motion  extremely  mifchievous; — at  the  very  time  when 
the  prejudice  was  moft  ftrdng  in  the  Houfe  againft  the  ad- 
KTiiftinn  of  Catholics  into  Parliament,  they  are  called  upon  to 
decide  whether  that  ad  million  was  confident  with  our  impe- 
rial connediion.  We  all  know,  he  faid,  how  the  Houfe  in 
its  prefent  temper  would  decide,  if  precipitately  forced  into 
k declaration  j and  could  any  rational  man  contemplate  with- 
out 
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oat  fhuddering,  the  confequences  of  fuch  a vote.  For  hrs 
part,  if  he  did  not  know  the  good  intentions  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Member,  he  would  fay  that  this  was  the  moft  wicked 
motion,  which  the  moft  crafty  foe  to  Ireland  could  have  de- 
vifed  to  fuit  the  prefent  times ; he  lhould  therefore,  he  faid, 
endeavour  to  poftpone  it  by  moving  the  order  of  the  day  ; at 
the  fame  time  pledging  himfelf  to  bring  it  forward  in  the 
next  parliament,  or  to  co-operate  with  thofe  who  fhould, 
particularly  if  thofe  who  took  a lead  fhould  appear  to  a£t 
from  principle  and  not  from  party.  One  advantage  at  leaft: 
he  hoped  might  be  derived  from  the  condu£t  he  was  now 
purfuing,  that  it  would  put  a flop  to  thofe  torrents  of  viru- 
lent and  vulgar  inve&ive  which  had,  on  former  occafions, 
been  poured  out  againft  the  Catholics,  and  the  efFe<£k  of 
which  had  been  to  exafperate  that  animofity,  which  every 
good  man  muft  defire  to  afluage  ; and  to  widen  that  breach 
which  every  friend  to  his  country  muft  wifh  were  clofed.  He 
concluded  with  moving  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  D.  Browne  faid,  that  he  bad  always,  and  did  now 
agree  to  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gent, 
that  a repeal  of  the  remaining  reftrictive  laws,  affe&ing  Ro- 
man Catholics,  would  be  juft  towards  them  and  beneficial  to 
the  country,  as  doing  fo  would  remove  a diftin&ion  ufelefs 
and  odious,  and  would  take  from  factious  men  a dangerous 
weapon,  by  which  they  can  difturb  the  peace  and  happinefs 
of  the  country.  But  he  would  not  vote  for  the  amendment 
propofed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman.  What,  when  we 
are  told  the  enemy  is  at  the  door,  is  that  a time  to  come 
forward  with  grievance?  Is  that  a time  to  ftipulate  for 
loyalty  ? When  the  queftion  fhould  be  brought  forward  in  its 
proper  place,  he  would  fupport  it  zealoufly  and  fincerely,  as 
lie  felt  himfelf  pledged  to  do  ; but  now  we  are  called  on  to 
arm  againft  the  invafion  of  an  active,  ambitious,  cruel,  and 
rapacious  enemy.  He  would  clog  the  anfwer  to  that  call, 
with  no  ftipulation  whatever.  He  faid,  he  could  ftate  with 
confidence,  that  there  was  no  difunion  in  the  country  he  came 
from.  Profperity  had  diffufed  various  blefiings  over  and 
through  all  clafles  of  its  inhabitants;  theie  the  French  would 
find  few  friends,  as  they  would  be  oppofed  by  the  honeft,  the 
induftrious  and  the  wealthy.  He  would  fupport  the  Addrefs 
with  his  vote  as  it  flood  ; and  alfo  would  give  his  cordial 
affiftance  to  any  mode  of  national  defence  that  fhould  be 
thought  advifeable. 
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Sir  H.  Langrishk  laid,  that  with  every  degree  of  ref- 
pedt  for  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  and  full  conviction  of  the 
purity  of  his  motives,  he  could  not  avoid  controverting  fome 
petitions  which  he  h'ad  laid  down  in  his  Ipeech,  and  oppofing 
his  amendment,  which  he  thought  utterly  inadmiffrbie. — • 
Firft,  that  the  refources  of  this  country  were  little  impaired  by 
the  war,  he  was  proud  to  bear  teftimony;  and  to  give  his 
humble  concurrence  to  that  part  of  the  ipeech  which  afferts 
i ; that  notwithftanding  the  prefi'ure  of  the  war,  we  were  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  every  other  nation  engaged  in  it,  by  finding 
our  trade  and  revenues  were  not  only  unimpaired  but  increaf- 
ing . The  gentleman’s  arguments  to  controvert  that  fact, 

i hat  the  increafe  of  our  expence  was  equal  to  the  in- 
creafe  of  our  export,”  was  not  well  founded  ; for  it  was 
Hating  an  accidental  expence  againft  a permanent  income  ; the 
cafual  expenditure  of  the  year,  againft  the  fee  fimple.  As 
to  the  charge  againft  Government  for  a cold  attention  to  the 
outrages  committed  againft  the  Roman  Catholics  in  the 
county  of  Armagh,  he  contended  that  none  fuch  could  be 
traced  in  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  or  the  conduct  of 
Government ; the  fpeech  laments  that  thefe  outrages  are  not 
fubdued  ; and  the  profecutiom  were  directed  equally  againft: 
offenders  without  any  diftin£tion  of  conditioner  religion.  As 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Member’s  detail  of  the  French  fucceffes. 
Sir  H.  faid  he  entirely  agreed  with  him,  and  therefore  he 
oppofed  his  amendment ; for  that  very  detail  has  proved, 
that  there  never  was  a time  in  which  the  wifdom,  the  temper, 
the  magnanimity  of  the  country,  were  fo  forcibly  called  upon 
as  the  prefent  ; there  never  was  a time  in  which  an  union 
of  opinion  between  the  government  and  the  people  was  fo 
neceffary ; and  there  never  was  a time  in  which  mutual 
confidence  between  them  was  more  juftly  due.  He  faid, 
that  when  he  followed  the  Right  Hon.  Member  through  his 
ftate  of  the  condition  of  France,  and  found  fo  great  a part  of 
it  involved  in  abfolute  ruin,  and  fuch  imminent  dangers 
threaten  the  reft  of  it,  he  could  not  think  it  poftible  that  any 
fentiment  fhould  infpire,  or  find  room  in  the  breaft  of  any 
Irifhman,  but  that  of  general  co-operation  in  defence  of  thofe 
blejfings  which  we  almojl  exclufvely  enjoy.  He  agreed  with  the 
Right  Hon.  Member's  ftatement  of  France,  and  faid,  we 
had  feen  a great  and  populous  country  facrificing  every  thing 
to  ambition  ; the  bleffmgs,  the  ornaments,  and  the  duties  of 
foci  a 1 life,  have  been  relinquifhed  for  a career  of  conquejl ; we 

had 
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haJ  fcen  a torrent  let  loofe  to  overwhelm  the  world  ; to 
level  every  thing  that  is  valuable  or  venerable  on  earth  ; the 
fmctiry  of  religion,  that  enlightens  ; the  purity  of  law,  that 
combines  ; the  authority  of  wifdom,  that  regulates  fettled 
focrety;  all  the  fciences  that  adorn,  all  the  arts  that  enrich, 
all  the  charities  that  endear  mankind,  have  been  devoted  to 
an  afpiring  power ; which  by  a falfe  vocabulary,  that  gives 
to  opprejfon  the  title  of  freedom , and  calls  anarchy  equality , 
has  betrayed  the  ignoiam  in  many  places  to  become  acceffa- 
ries  to  their  own  ruin.  In  this  condition  and  progrefs  of 
things,  as  Hated  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  what  does 
wifdom  and  virtue  demand  from  us?  To  unite — to  link  all 
little  controverfies  into  co-operation,  unqualified  and  uncon- 
ditioned, for  the  defence  of  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  us. 
That  he  oppofed  that  amendment,  as  in  his  mind  evidently 
tending  to  obftruft  fuch  co-operation — that  as  to  the  fubjeCf 
of  the  amendment,  he  faid  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  had  not 
yet  lived  long  enough  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  af- 
fording fo  many  teftimonies  as  he  had  done  of  fincere  attach- 
ment to  the  interehs  of  the  Roman  Catholics — that  no  man 
was  more  fincere  in  his  wifhes  to  fee  an  end  of  all  religious 
diftm&ions  in  this  country  than  he  was,  but  in  proportion  as 
he  felt  a zeal  to  promote  the  objedl  of  them,  he  fhould  (as 
he  always  had  done)  with  equal  inflexibility  afcribe  to  his  own 
difcretion  the  choice  of  the  time  and  the  mode  of  purfuing.it  ; 
convinced  as  he  was  by  long  experience,  that  unfeafonable 
efforts  tend  to  weaken  the  energy,  and  that  the  intemperate 
purfuit  of  one  good  objedf,  may  not  only  defeat  itfelf,  but 
endanger  others. — He  objected  to  the  motion  as  unfeafonable 
and  unproductive — He  obje6led  to  it  at  this  time  as  bearing 
a conftru&ion  injurious  to  the  Catholic,  and  offenfive  to  the 
Proteftant;  as  if  the  Roman  Catholics,  forgetful  of  the  im- 
portant conceflions  which  a few  years  of  liberality  had  con- 
ferred upon  them,  (hould  in  times  of  danger  obftruQ:  the  cur- 
rent of  general  co-operation  in  order  to  enforce  their  further 
claims — He  obje&ed  to  the  amendment  as  holding  out  an 
idea,  that  the  loyalty  of  Ireland,  was  a compromife ; that,  the 
unanimity  of  its  inhabitants,  conditional ; and  the  defence  cf  the 
country  a contingency. — He  faid  fuch  would  be  the  inferences, 
if  at  this  time  we  were  to  entertain  thefe  points  of  controverfy 
and  prejudice,  although  fuch  inferences  he  knew,  would  not 
be  well  founded  with  refpefl  to  the  Catholics,  for  he  well 
remembered,  when  formerly  the  invading  fleet  of  France 
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were  or;  our  coaft,  they  flood  the  foremoft  with  their  petforts 
and  properties  to  repel  the  enemy,  and  at  that  time  they 
had  not  thofe  endearing  ties  to  their  country  ; thofe  teftimo*- 
nies  of  affection  and  confidence,  which  have  fince  been 
conferred  upon  them — If  then  an  inherent  fpirit  of  loyalty 
diftinguifhed  them  under  all  their  reflri&ions,  they  will  not 
depart  from  it  after  the  endearing  benefits  they  have  received, 
— He  objedted  to  the  motion  as  putting  at  a greater  dillance 
the  object  of  their  mutual  wifhes,  as  introducing  a queftion 
of  pafiion  and  prejudice,  when  the  great  object  that  prefifes 
on  us  is,  not  improvement , but  prefervation  ; when  the  great 
alternative  which  offers  itfelf  to  your  care  and  choice  isy  whe- 
ther Ireland  is  to  retain  the  bleffings  of  a free  Confitution  and 
a growing  profperity , or  fink  in  the  common  ruin  of  rapine 
and  of  anarchy  ! 

Mr.  Osborne. — If  I could  concur  with  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  that  made  the  motion,  that  this  was  a queftion 
between  England  and  Ireland,  and  not  of  policy  here, , I 
would  adopt  any  motion  that  tended  to  remove  fuch  an  im- 
preflion  ; but  as  I confider  it  a meafure  only  of  policy  in 
this  country,  and  a queftion  where  prejudice  was  combating 
againft  reafon,  I will  not  give  my  approbation  to  the  difcuf- 
fiion  of  it  at  a feafon,  where  it  is  probable  the  former  is  moft 
alive,  and  where  the  latter  muft  be  leaft  attended  to  ; and 
much  lefs  can  I give  my  aflent  to  it,  when  ufhered  forward 
under  arguments  ruinous  to  the  Catholic  caufe.  If  we  look 
back  to  the  firft  and  every  fucceeding  conceflion  of  right  to 
the  Catholics,  we  find  that  all  are  to  be  attributed  to  the 
proved  loyalty  of  that  body,  and  their  attachment  to  the 
conftitution.  If  we  look  a little  farther  back,  to  a period, 
over  which  I wifh  to  throw  a veil,  when  politics  and  reli- 
gion were  fo  confounded,  that  the  moft  difcriminating  eye 
could  not  diftinguifh  their  features,  we  fhall  then  find  that 
the  penal  code  took  its  origin  from  imputed  difloyalty  and 
difaffedtion.  To  himfelf  therefore  the  Catholic  owes  tjie 
abrogation  of  this  code,  and  to  his  own  condu£l  ; and  let 
him  look  well  to  that  friendfhip,  which,  in  critical  times 
imputes  to  him  thofe  principles,  which  firft  produced  all  his 
disabilities. 

For  my  part,  I cannot  conceive  how  the  moft  decided 
enemy  to  the  Catholic  caufe,  could  devjfe  a meafure  more 
injurious  to  it,  or  more  likely  to  efface  the  impreffion  of 
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the  pail,  or  the  hope  of  future  ; or  one  more  calculated  to 
flop  up  that  avenue,  which  has  already  introduced  the  Catho- 
lic within  the  temple,  and  is  quietly  and  fecurely  leading 
him  into  the  very  fhrine  of  the  conftitution.  What,  let  me 
afk,  is  it  the  adf,  of  friendfhip  or  of  enmity,,  of  wifdom  or 
of  inadnefs  to  her  ? — This  great  caufe  hands  on  the  eternal 
principles  of  juftice  and  of  reafon  ; to  confound  it  with  ex- 
pediency of  time,  the  neceffities  of  the  hate,  or  dangers  and 
alarms  of  the  country — and  how  confound  it  ? By  making 
that  necehity  and  alarm  the  foundation  of  granting  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  conhitution  to  imputed  difaffedtion  to  it. 

This  motion  when  taken  in  its  full  extent  and  meaning, 
is  to  be  confidered  precifely  in  the  fame  view  as  that  of  the 
other  rights,  and  both  are  grounded  upon  the  necehity  that 
gentlemen  agree  we  are  under,  to  conciliate  the  affedlions 
and  zeal  of  the  Catholics  in  defence  of  their  own  country. 
To  what  Parliament  is  it  now  aherted,  that  the  Catholic 
does  not  feel  as  zealous  a loyalty  in  his  breah,  as  the  Pro- 
tehant  ? — to  that  Parliament  who  has  granted  largely  on  the 
conviction  of  the  falfehood  of  fuch  an  ahertion,  and  has 
thereby  given  the  fulleft  hope  of  granting  all.  I do  not  re- 
gard the  ftrength  of  exprehion  made  ufe  of  by  gentlemen, 
in  ahertion  of  their  opinion — -while  they  retain  the  opinion 
it  (hould  be  fnpported  by  energy  of  language  ; but  from  pah: 
experience  I look  to  change  of  opinion  ; and  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  human  mind,  I read,  that  where  prejudice  has  once 
loofed  its  faft  gripe,  it  foon  yields  to  the  afcendancy  of 
reafon. 

What  then  is  the  part  for  the  Catholic  to  take — what  is 
the  advice  of  friendfhip  to  its  caufe  ? — Seize  the  prefent  mo- 
ment of  probation,  if  to  any  fuch  proof  is  wanting ; in  this 
critical  moment  of  the  country  prove  your  zeal  in  the  com- 
mon caufe  ; adf,  it  is  no  time  to  complain,  and  in  the  bofom 
of  the  Proteftant  you’ll  find  the  ahurance  of  Catholic  adop- 
tion. 

But  is  this  a form  in  which  to  bring  forward  this  great 
queftion,  a motion  levelled  only  againft  one  of  the  argu- 
ments adduced  againft  the  Catholic  claim  ? — Is  it  brought 
forward  in  that  folemn  manner,  that  the  rules  of  Parliament 
have  eftablifhed,  to  procure  repeated  difeuffion  and  mature 
deliberation,  enable  the  public  voice  to  be  heard,  and  afford 
communication  and  advice  with  friends  without  doors.  Jt 
bears  rather  the  appearance  of  a meafure  of  party,  expedling 
that  the  real  friends  to  the  Catholic  might  not  have  forefighi 
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or  fortitude  enough,  to  re  ft  ft  a meafure  which  bears  even  the 
femblance  of  favour  to  the  caufe. 

But  there  is  one  point  of  view  in  which  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  would  have  done  well  to  have  conftdered  this  fub- 
jedt.  An  invaftpn  is  threatened  thefe  countries ; in  every 
former  period,  the  unfortunate  religious  diffenfions,  then  high 
in  this  country,  diredted  the  eye  of  the  enemy  to  our  ftiores ; 
it  is  probable  they  may  think  they  Hill  fubftft,  and  we  do 
not  want  traitors  here,  I fear,  to  urge  even  this  falfe  affertion 
to  the  enemy,  to  encourage  their  co-operation  with  them  in 
their  dreadful  fchemes.  What  then  is  the  effedt  of  the  ar- 
guments of  this  night,  but  by  the  weight  of  names  in  this 
Houfe  to  give  authenticity  to  fuch  reprefentations  ? What  is 
it  but  to  fay  in  this  Houfe,  and  therefore  not  traitoroufly, 
what  thofe  to  whom  I allude  have  n©  doubt  traitoroufly  faid 
elfewhere,  and  falfely  too,  that  the  Catholic  does  not  feel  a 
common  caufe  with  the  Proteflant  ?—  their  paft  conduct  refutes 
the  calumny  ; their  future,  I am  perfuaded,  will  expofe  their 
calumniators. 

'.h 

Mr.  Alexander.  I confefs,  Sir,  I was  never  more 
furprized  in  my  life  than  at  hearing  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man declaim  this  night  fo  warmly  as  he  has  done  againfl:  the 
war  with  France,  when  in  the  very  laft  leflion  he  told  us  that 
that  nation  were  making  war  at  once  againfl;  God  and  man, 
the  Creator  and  the  creature — and  my  furprize  is  heightened 
when  1 hear  the  man  who  with  fo  much  eloquence  and  energy 
called  on  us  in  each  of  the  three  laft  feflions  to  aid  Great- 
Britain  with  our  affections  and  our  purfe  againfl  the  common 
enemy,  who  depreciating  the  refources  of  the  country,  and, 
as  far  as  a fpeech  of  vague  and  general  affertion  can  do  it, 
endeavouring  to  detach  our  exertions  from  England  at  the 
moft  critical  and  diftrefsful  moment  which  yet  occurred. 
The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  has  inflituted  a comparifen  be- 
tween Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  as- was  natural  from  the  com- 
plexion of  the  fentiments  which  he  has  this  night  for  the 
firft  time  uttered,  giving  the  palm  to  the  latter  gentleman. 
The  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  Sir,  it  feems  was  equally  enamoured 
of  the  political  penetration  of  Mr.  Fox,  but,  if  I may  follow 
the  example  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  himfelf,  and  in- 
flitute  comparifons  which  are  irrelevant  to  the  fubjedt  of 
debate,  I would  fay  that  were  I a member  of  the  French 
Directory,  I would  value  the  exertions  of  the  Right  Hon. 
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Member  himfelf  much  more  highly  than  thofe  of  Mr.  Fox — • 

I would  beftow  on  him,  too,  a much  more  fignal  teftimony 
of  my  regard  than  the  Emprefs  bellowed  on  Mr.  Fox — Sir, 

I would  give  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  for  his  fpeech  this 
night  50,0001.  ! For  f protefl  never  did  I hear  a fpeech  which 
feemed  better  fitted  for  feconding  the  purpofes  of  France 
than  that  which  he  has  delivered,  or  one  which  feemed  better 
fitted  for  plaudits  from  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred.  What 
has  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman’s  fpeech  done  ? It  has  fpread 
matter  for  difeord  where  unanimity  was  mod  neceffary,  it 
has  given  arguments  to  difaffe6iion,  and  furnifhed  a cloak  for 
cowardice  ! it  tends  to  excite  fear  in  Ireland  and  to  fuggeff 
courage  to  France,  and  inftead  of  covering  the  nakednefs  of 
the  land,  if  nakednefs  there  was,  has  expofed  it  to  the 
enemy. 

The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  among  his  other  topics  of 
difeontent,  has  touched  on  the  ftate  of  the  channel  trade — Sir, 
there  is  no  man  more  anxious  than  I am  that  this  bufmefs 
fhould  be  adjufted  in  fome  way  more  honourable  and  advan- 
tageous to  Ireland  : but  though  I wifii  fomething  to  be  done. 

I do  not  think  this  the  time  to  propofe  it ; neither  do  I think, 
though  Ireland  is  deprived  of  fome  advantages  to  which  per- 
haps (lie  may  be  entitled,  that  her  resources  are  on  that 
account  greatly  impaired,  or  that  there  is  a general  declen- 
fion  of  national  profperity.  On  the  contrary.  Sir,  1 am  of 
opinion  that  her  wealth  has  encreafed  and  is  encreafing,  not- 
withftanding  the  arguments  adduced  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman,  from  the  imports  and  exports  to  prove  the  con- 
trary, arguments  which,  as  he  has  ftated  them,  muff  be 
fallacious,  as  they  can  never  relate  to  more  than  one-fourth  of 
the  wealth  of  the  country. 

The  Right  Hon,  Gentleman  after  fupporting  a war  for 
three  years,  without  indicating  any  wifh  that  peace  fhould  be 
accelerated  by  negociation,  now,  in  the  fourth  year,  afks 
with  the  air  of  a man  at  once  triumphant  and  confident, 
why  the  Minilter  did  not  formerly  fend  to  Paris  the  Ambaf- 
fador  whom  he  has  now  fent  ? What  is  there  in  the  Hate  of 
things  now,  he  afks,  to  juftify  that  meafure,  which  did  not 
equally  prefs  it  in  thofe  years  when  he  himfelf  did  not  ap- 
pear to  think  it  neceffary  ? Is  there  a man  in  this  Houfe,  Sir, 
or  in  the  country  who  knew  what  was  called  the  conftitution 
of  Franee  at  that  time,  and  who  has  read  the  conftuution  of 
1 795>  who  cannot  anfwer  that  queffion,  and  fee  the  futility 
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of  propofmg  it  ? Who  is  there.  Sir,  who  does  not  know  that 
at  the  commencement  of  this  war,  and  for  a ’long  time  after 
its  commencement,  the  Government  of  France  was  in  a 
Hate  of  diforganization,  without  name,  without  form,  with- 
out parts  ? And  who  that  has  read  the  late  conftitution  that 
does  not  fee  in  it  a government,  if  not  wife  and  free,  at  leaf! 
one  formed,  and  in  fome  degree  promifing  permanence  ? If 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  examined  the  fubjedt  of  his 
own  queftion,  he  muff  have  known  the  anfwer  to  it,  and  if 
he  did  know  it,  it  was  not  candid  to  propofe  it. 

With  refpedf  to  the  Hate  of  the  country,  Sir,  I differ  from 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  as  much  as  on  his  other  topics. 
The  people  of  this  country  generally,  I think,  are  loyally  and 
honeftly  inclined.  Of  the  majority  of  the  Catholics  I have 
the  fame  opinion  ; in  that  county  with  which  I am  beft  ac- 
quainted, I know  that  the  people  in  general,  and  among  them 
the  Catholics,  are  affociating  with  zeal  in  defence  of  their 
country,  and  the  conftitution,  if  delence  fhould  be  neceffary  ; 
and  I have  heard  them  frequently  declare,  that  they  would 
be  glad  to  fee  the  French  in  Ireland,  for  the  purpofe  of  giving 
them  fuch  a reception  as  loyalty  and  valour  may  be  fuppofed 
to  give  to  an  infolent  invader* 

On  all  thefe  grounds,  Sir,  I fhall  give  my  mod  hearty  op- 
pofition  to  this  amendment, 

Mr,  Du  query  began  by  obferving — that  he  conceived 
the  amendment  moved  by  the  Right  Honourable  Member  in 
favour  of  the  Catholics  to  be  a moft  wife  and  prudent  amend- 
ment to  adopt,  whether  the  houfe  confidered  the  juftice  of 
the  Catholic  claim,  the  critical  fituation  of  the  empire  at 
large,  or  the  peculiar  circumfbnces  of  Ireland  at  this  alarming 
period  ; there  is  fome  reafon  (he  laid)  to  apprehend  that  at 
this  moment  the  people  of  Ireland  are  not  thoroughly  fatisfied 
or  perfectly  contented  ; why  they  are  not  fo,  might  be  eafily 
and  quickly  traced  ; and  for  fuch  an  enquiry  a proper  time 
would  prefent  itfelf;  but  there  cannot  be  a doubt  that  the 
amendment  propofed  tends  to  conciliate  and  attach  a great 
portion  of  our  fellow  fubjedb  to  the  common  caufe,  that  it 
would  animate  the  generous  feelings  ol  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland  in  the  active  delence  of  the  empire,  at  a time  when 
it  is  highly  expedient  and  neceffary  to  call  forth  and  roufe 
the  fpirit  of  the  nation.  In  order  to  eftimate  t-he  value  of 
poffeffing  their  warm  attachment  at  this  juncture,  let  us  re- 
view 
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view  the  circumftance  in  which  we  find  ourfelves  at  prefent 
with  refpeft  to  Great  Britain  and  to  Europe  in  general,  for 
allow  me  to  fay,  that  a queftion  refpe&ing  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  is  not  a fubjebt  of  mere  private  policy,  but  is  now 
become  a queftion  of  great  general  concern.  To  judge  calmly 
therefore  upon  our  conduct  this  night,  we  fhould  examine 
into  our  fituation  not  only  in  a domeftic  point  of  view,  but 
as  we  are  conne6ted  with  the  empire  of  Great  Britain,  and 
as  we  (land  in  our  relations  to  Europe  at  large  ; for  which 
purpofe  we  fhould  confider  very  fhortly  the  confequences  of 
the  war,  and  the  circumflances  in  which  we  are  placed  at  the 
prefem  hour  in  confequence  of  that  ill  fated  meafure : We 
have  now  been  embarked  in  this  war  for  nearly  four  years, 
and  we  were  hurried  into  it  with  that  impetuofity  which  is 
fo  natural  to  miniflers  whofe  ardour  is  greater  than  their 
experience.  The  Britifh  miniftry  at  the  opening  of  the  war 
found  themfelves  all  powerful  at  home,  at  the  head  of  a 
great  empire,  martial  in  its  fpirit,  and  abundant  in  its  re- 
sources, with  a parliament  as  obedient  as  their  utmoft  vvifhes 
could  defire;  and  they  looked  upon  this  country  as  a quar- 
ter of  the  empire  from  which  they  might  draw  ample 
fupplies  of  good  foldiersand  hardy  feamen;  and  they  confidered 
the  acquiefcence  of  our  parliament  as  a mere  matter  of  courfe; 
on  a fubjebt  of  this  nature  they  feem  to  have  regarded  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  as  only  fit  to  regifter  the  edicts  of  a 
Britifh  Cabinet : that  in  the  great  queftion  of  war  we  are  to 
exercife  no  judgment  as  to  its  wifdom  or  its  neceftity,  that 
we  are  to  have  no  voice,  but  to  re-echo  whatever  the  minif- 
ter  of  England  direbts  the  Viceroy  of  Ireland  to  fay  to  us ; 
that  is,  in  plain  language  that  Ireland  has  nothing  to  fay  to 
Britifh  wars,  but  to  pour  out  her  blood  and  treafure  as  long 
as  the  Britifh  minifter  chufes  to  call  for  them; — that  wars 
are  of  imperial  concern,  beyond  the  extent  of  our  compre- 
henfion,  and  that  we  fhould  be  thankful  if  we  are  permitted 
to  regulate  our  domeftic  concerns,  and  ena£t  laws  for  our 
own  internal  regulation:  This  is  what  I take  to  be  the  decided 
fentiment  of  the  Britiih  minifters  with  refpebt  to  this  country, 
which  they  have  been  too  much  accuftomed  to  look  upon 
with  coldnefs  and  difdain  ; but  if  we  have  any  fenfe  of  ihe 
rank  which  we  hold  in  the  empire,  if  we  have  any  memory 
of  the  fervices  we  have  rendered  England,  if  we  have  any 
convi&ion  of  the  danger  in  which  we  are  told  that  we  ftand 
at  the  prefem  hour,  that  rank,  thofe  fervices,  and  that  very 

danger 


[ 24  ] 


danger  intitle  us  to  fpeak  to  the  throne  in  the  languge  of 
truth  at  this  momentous  crifls. 

We  are  now  called  upon  to  prepare  for  felf  defence  againft 
a powerful  enemy,  who  has  combated  the  greateft  armies 
in  Europe.  And  here  let  me  afk,  are  all  the  proud  pro- 
jects of  the  Britifh  miniftry  fo  compleatly  baffled  that  they 
are  compelled  at  laft  to  tell  us,  you  mult  prepare  now  for 
your  own  defence  ; we  have  reduced  you  to  fuch  a lituation 
as  that  your  very  being  as  a nation  is  brought  into  danger, 
and  you  muft  arm  now,  not  for  conquej},  but  for  cxljience  f 
a language  very  different  from  that  which  his  Majefty  was 
advifed  to  hold  to  his  Britilli  Parliament  for  the  lad  three 
years. — After  all  the  proud  projects  of  humbling  France, 
and  reftoring  her  monarchy  in  all  it’s  grandeur,  are  we  now 
at  laft  brought  down  to  hear  the  alarming  information, — that 
we  ought  to  prepare  ourfelves  againft  the  dangers  of  an  in- 
vation  ? — Perhaps  every  reflecting  man  will  think  that  this  is 
not  the  period  in  which  we  ought  to  re-echo  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne  by  an  adulatory  addrefs,  chiming  with  the  fpeech, 
fentence  after  fentence,  without  one  bold  and  manly  remon- 
ftrance  on  the  real  fttuation  of  affairs  ; and  let  me  afk  what 
is  that  fttuation,  as  we  ftand  at  the  prefent  hour  r I believe 
never  did  the  Britifti  empire  ftand  in  a fttuation  of  fo  much 
danger  and  difafter  as  (he  ftands  at  this  moment.  Whether 
you  look  at  the  difcomnture  of  all  her  efforts — at  the  defec- 
tion of  her  allies,*— at  the  deftruClion  in  her  armies,  the 
growth  of  her  debt,  the  injuries  to  her  trade, — the  wafte  of 
her  treafure, — or  the  profusion  of  her  blood. — Look  firft  to 
our  allies ; where  is  our  ally  of  Pruftia  ?— Gone  from  us, 
with  all  our  fubftdies  in  his  pocket,  aggrandizing  his  own 
power  as  fail:  as  poffibie,  and  leaving  us  to  extricate  ourfelves 
from  our  embarraffments  as  well  as  we  can. — Where  is  Hol- 
land?— Ranged  againft  us  ! and  that  very  country,  whofe  pro- 
tection was  one  of  the  pretexts  of  this  war,  is  exerting  all 
her  powers  againft  us  in  order  to  combine  her  ftrength  with 
France.  Look  next  to  Spain;  changed  from  our  ally  to  our 
enemy,  equipping  her  fleets,  augmenting  her  armies,  feizing 
upon  all  our  veffels  and  fending  out  Rickery  in  our  very 
teeth,  furrounded  with  the  Spanifh  navy  : believe  me  we 
have  made  the  alliance  of  France  and  Spain  more  formidable 
than  ever  it  was  under  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  If  we  advert 
to  the  articles  of  the  laft  treaty  between  France  and  Spain, 
you  will  fee  that  the  humiliation  of  the  naval  power  of 
England  is  the  principal  object  of  that  treaty,  and  ought  we 
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not  to  dread  the  union  of  thofe  three  great  maritime  powers, 
France,  Spain  and  Holland — and  afk  ourfelves  this  ferious 
queftion,  **  where  will  be  the  dominion  of  the  feas  at  the 
end  of  another  year 

Let  us  pafs  from  this  to  our  commercial  fituation,  and  fee 
how  we  ftand  in  that  refpect. — At  this  moment  all  the  ports 
of  Spain  are  fhut  againfl:  us,  many  of  the  ports  of  Italy  are 
alfo  Ihut  againfl:  us ; and  allow  me  to  forewarn  you,  that  there 
is  very  great  reafon  to  fear  that  the  ports  of  Portugal  will  not 
be  open  to  us  two  months  longer : How  then  is  it  poffible 
that  the  commerce  of  thefe  countries  can  thrive  under  fuch 
difaftrous  preflures,  when  inhead  of  receiving  our  manufac- 
tures, we  hear  of  nothing  hut  that  batteries  are  erected  in 
every  port,  if  our  veflels  fhall  prefume  to  approach  them  ? 
This  great  lofs  of  commerce  will  be  to  England  extremely 
injurious; — to  Ireland  it  is  proportionally  diftrefling. — Ire- 
land has  but  an  infant  commerce — her  growth  is  but  of 
vefterday  ; for  with  all  the  advantages  of  nature,  we  have 
been  by  fome  ill-judged  policy  deprived  of  the  benefits  of 
trade  for  a period  of  nearly  one  hundred  years  ! and  we  are 
now  only  beginning  to  find  the  way  for  our  manufactures  into 
foreign  countries,  when  the  ports  of  Europe  are  preparing 
to  be  fhut  againfl:  them  ! There  feems  to  be  fome  unhappy 
deftiny  prevailing  over  this  much  injured  country,  for  during 
almoft  a century  our  commerce  was  kept  down  by  the  ftrong 
hand  of  the  Britifh  cabinet,  and  fcarcely  have  we  began  to 
know  the  bleflings  of  a free  trade,  hut  we  find  the  markets 
of  Europe  clofed  againfl:  us  by  the  command  and  at  the  in- 
terference of  the  French  Republic. — France  tells  us,  “you 
“ may  boafl  of  your  commerce,  but  were  are  your  mar- 
“ kets  ? You  may  pride  yourfelves  in  your  naval  fuperio- 
“ rity,  and  parade  the  feas  with  your  fleets,  but  where  are 
“ your  harbours  ? What  friendly  port  will  receive  your  vef- 
4<  fels  ? We  have  fhut  againfl:  you  Flanders,  Holland,  France, 

* 4 Spain,  Italy,  the  Mediterranean,  and  have  caffc  a boom 
“ between  you  and  the  finefl:  portion  of  cultivated  Europe,” 
Perifh  our  commerce,  faid  a celebrated  advocate  for  this  waf 
(indeed,  faid  hypothetically  by  him)  but  it  feems  to  me  that 
France  has  heard  that  denunciation  upon  our  trade,  and  is  en- 
deavouring to  make  the  fhores  of  Europe  reverberate  in  our 
ears  that  fatal  fentence  ; — perifh  our  commerce  1 Let  us  then 
reflect  what  is  this  empire  without  her  commerce  ? If  France 
can  fucceed  in  her  policy  of  Abutting  theportsof  Europe  againfl 
us,  flie  need  not  invade  either  England  or  Ireland  ; — fhe  ac- 
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compli Hies  our  defl:Fu£tion  by  a fafer,  though  lefs  fanguinary 
courfe  ; I fear  we  Ihould  link  under  the  preffure  of  our  own 
fituation,  as  the  Britilh  empire  will  never  be  able  to  fupport 
the  decay  of  her  commerce  and  the  growth  of  her  debt.  She 
has  now  accumulated  a debt  of  fuch  enormous  magnitude  that 
nothing  but  the  moft  profperous  commerce  can  enable  her  to 
bear  ; if  you  take  that  prop  from  her,  the  danger  is  that  Eng- 
land might  fall  under  her  own  weight,  and  drag  down  this 
country  along  with  her  ; — for,  forry  I am  to  fay,  that  we 
are  fated  to  (hare  in  all  the  calamities  of  England  though,  not 
in  all  her  good  fortune.  When  we  aik  for  aid  to  our  feeble 
manufactures,  by  opening  to  us  the  harbours  of  England  on 
the  fame  liberal  terms  as  we  open  ours  to  their  manufactures, 
the  Britilh  Cabinet  rejeCts  our  requeft,  but  fays  to  us, — “ We 
want  from  you  the  furrender  of  all  the  rich  trade  to  the 
Eaft,  as  a monopoly  for  ourfelves.}>  When  we  feek  for 
the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  and  the  cordial  union  of 
all  our  fellow-fubjeds,  by  abolifhing  invidious  diftindtions, 
the  Britilh  Cabinet  fays — ■“  No  ! but  we  want  from  you  a 
hundred  thoufand  of  your  bell  men  for  our  fleets  and  armies, 
and  a million  of  money  for  bounties  to  our  feamen.”  The 
Britilh  Cabinet  ought  to  look  well  to  their  condudb  towards 
this  country,  and  take  care  how  they  deny  our  juft  claims, 
or  fcatter  the  feeds  of  difunion  through  this  realm.  This  is 
no  time  for  trifling  with  the  wilhes  of  the  nation,  or  for 
treating  with  contempt  the  Voice  of  the  People.  To  England 
we  are  indifpenfably  neceffary,  and  have  been  eminently 
ufeful  on  great  and  trying  occafions. — -When  Europe  ranged 
againft  England,  and  America  threw  off  the  yoke  of  the 
parent  country,  Ireland  flood  by  Great-Britain  with  fidelity 
and  affedfion  ; even  at  this  hour,  Ireland  is  one  of  the  great 
markets  of  her  manufactures ; — in  this  country  the  Britilh  ar- 
mies are  recruited  and  fupplied  ; in  this  country  does  Ihe 
find  a nurfery  for  her  feamen  ; in  fhort,  Ireland  is  to  her  a 
friend  in  diftrefs,  while  fie  is  the  viElim  of  all  her  errors.  Thus 
valuable  to  her  intereft,  and  Handing  in  fuch  community  of 
danger,  what  country  has  a better  right  to  call  for  the  union 
of  all  her  people,  to  fupport  her  at  this  moment,  than  Ire- 
land ? What  country  has  a better  claim  to  attention  and 
tefpeef,  towards  whatever  fentiments  Ihe  expreffes  upon  that 

We  lhculd  inform  his  Majefty,  in  our  Addrefs  of  this 
night,  that  it  is  now'  more  than  ever  neceffary,  that  all  his 
fubjedh  lhouid  be  cordially  united  in  defence  of  the  empire  ; 
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this  is  not  an  hour  for  flattery — it  is  the  moment  for  fpeaking 
the  language  of  truth  ! and  if  we  cannot  awaken  the  Mini  ft  ry, 
let  us  try  to  awaken  the  King  ! I entreat  you  to  confider  with 
whom  we  are  now  contending — it  is  with  the  republic  of 
France  ; a republic  which,  believe  me,  we  never  can  (hake; 
her  counfels  are  at  leaft  as  wife  as  ours ; her  armies  are  as 
brave,  her  alliances  are  as  powerful,  and  her  refources  are  as 
great ; befldes,  the  French  love  their  prefent  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  they  will  defend  it  to  the  laft  drop  of  that  warm 
blood  which  flows  in  the  veins  of  France  ; they  will  not  bow 
down  to  us,  and  we  are  unable  to  compel  them.  T wo  years  ago 
I ventured  to  forewarn  you  that  wre  ftiould  one  day  acknow- 
ledge the  republic  of  France,  and  that  we  Ihould  behold 
the  Ambaflador  of  that  republic  in  the  prefence  of  his  Ma- 
jefty.  We  have  acknowledged  that  republic,  and  we  (hall 
fee  before  it  is  long  their  Ambaflador  in  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don ; yet  what  is  more,  we  fhall  fee  him  there  without  any 
danger  to  our  religion  or  our  conftitution  ; then  poflibly  the 
people  of  England  may  begin  to  reflect,  that  the  republic 
might  have  been  acknowledged,  and  the  French  Ambaflador 
received  three  years  ago , without  fpending  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  money,  and  facrificing  two  hundred  thoufand  lives 
in  this  dreadful  conteft.  If  Minifters  did  not  forefee  this  by 
their  own  difcernment,  they  had  ftrong  and  repeated  admo- 
nitions from  the  members  of  oppofition  ; — they  were  warned 
again  and  again  in  the  Commons  of  England  of  every  event, 
of  every  misfortune,  that  has  befallen  the  empire  ; but  the 
counfel  of  oppofttion  was  defpifed,  the  war  was  purfued, 
and  the  Britifli  empire  deeply  and  radically  injured.  If  peace 
was  made  even  to-morrow,  thefe  countries  would  not  recover 
from  the  efFe61s  of  the  war  for  a long  courfe  of  years.  How 
will  peace  pay  that  immenfe  debt  incurred  by  this  war  ? or 
how  will  it  remove  thofe  heavy  taxes  laid  upon  the  nation 
to  fupport  the  war?  how  will  it  open  the  graves  of  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  of  our  countrymen,  facrificed  in  this  war  ? 
how  will  it  wipe  away  the  ftain  which  the  Britifli  charac- 
ter has  received,  by  endeavouring  to  deftroy  the  rifing  liber- 
ties of  France?  or  will  it  obliterate  the  fliame  of  failing  in 
that  attempt,  and  of  (hewing  to  Europe,  that  the  perpetra- 
tion of  the  deed  was  only  flopped  by  the  weaknefs  of  the 
arm  that  levelled  the  blow  ? — Yet  ftnce  peace  is  all  that  we 
now  can  look  for,  let  our  Ambaflador  be  fent  to  endeavour 
to  obtain  the  beft  and  moft  honourable  terms  we  can  procure  ; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  let  us  prepare  to  ftrengthen  ourfelves 
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at  home  ; and  let  us  begin  by  uniting  this  whole  country  in 
the  common  caufe,  and  by  proving  to  the  nation  that  we  no 
longer  defire  any  unfriendly  diftinftions  to  fubfift  amongft 
us — that  we  are  all  companions  in  the  fame  dangers,  and 
fhould  all  be  iharers  in  the  fame  privileges: — To  that  objeft 
this  amendment  is  diredily  pointed,  and  therefore  to  this 
amendment  I give  my  firm  and  decided  fupport. 

Mr.  Egan  faid  that  nothing  but  the  laft  aft  of  profligacy 
could  make  him  afcribe  bad  motives  to  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  made  this  motion.  As  the  friend  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  he  would  entreat  that  Plight  Hon.  Gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  amendment.  The  boaft  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics— the  ftrong  ground  of  their  claims  had  been,  their  urdm- 
peacked  loyalty  for  a century  pajl  they  had,  however,  never 

had  an  opportunity  of  proving  that  loyalty— an  opportunity 
now  approached.  What  Minifter,  when  they  had  evinced 
that  loyalty,  (as  he  trufted  they  would  moft  chearfully  on  the 
prefent  occafion)  what  Minifter  would  then  dare  to  refufe  to 
the  defenders  of  the  conftitution,  every  privilege  which  that 
conftitution  could  afford  ? 

Mr.  Curran  faid,  he  was  furprifed  at  the  apathy  of 
Government,  which  could  leave  a queftion  of  fuch  import- 
ance to  the  idle  (kirmifhing  of  their  dependants ; he  might 
have  attributed  their  dumbnefs  to  their  difcretion,  if  he  had 
not  remarked  the  mifchievous  andfoolifh  appprobation  which, 
in  the  difconcertion  of  their  furprife,  they  had  given  to  the 
moft  foolifh  and  mifchievous  affertions ; he  would  have  given 
them  credit  for  their  filence  and  their  contrition,  had  they 
been  (truck  mute  by  a confcioufnefs  that  the  prefent  difaftrous 
crifi?  had  found  its  maturity  in  their  folly,  and,  could  hope 
for  nc  cure  from  their  capacity  ; but  he  owned  he  was  (hock- 
ed to  find  that  expofed  and  detected  perverfenefs  fhould  have 
referved  their  dumb  fhew  for  the  expreflion  of  a fpeechlefs 
and  incorrigible  impenitence  ; it  was,  he  faid,  indeed  an 
awful  fubject  ; it  was  the  call  of  the  Minifter  of  the  lifter 
country  in  the  .hour  of  her  diftrefs,  a diftrefs  brought  upon 
her  by  his  incapacity  and  ambition,  upon  a nation  uniformly 
infulled  and  abufed,  but  which  (fill  feels  the  wrarm  fentiment 
of  intereft  for  her  difficulties,  and  for  her  fafety.  When  the 
fpeech  has  informed  us  of  the  alarming  fymptomsof  difaffec- 
tion  in  this  country,  not  only  in  the  lower  orders,  who  may 
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a&  from  the  mere  feeling  of  differing  ; when  it  tells  us  that 
within  we  have  to  dread  the  union  of  popular  paflion  and 
popular  opinion  ; that  the  empire  is  obliged  to  lue  for  peace, 
and  that  the  enemy  is  actually  at  our  gates,  he  did  not 
wonder  that  the  Houfe  was  folemnly  called  upon  for  advice 
at  fuch  a crifis ; it  was  their  duty  to  give  it,  and,  he  faid, 
he  could  not  but  regret  that  the  fpeech  had  furnifhed  fo  little 
to  direct  their  judgments,  and  whether  they  were  to  advife 
upon  the  idea  of  continuing  war,  or  of  a probable  peace  ; he 
had  indeed  expelled  that  the  fad  fuccellion  of  difafler  and 
defeat,  which  had  extinguifhed  all  hope  of  fuccefs  againft 
the  enemy,  would  have  tempted  the  Minifler  to  try  again 
the  only  talents  to  which  he  could  afpire,  the  talents  of  peace; 
the  firfl  of  which  was,  an  undifguifed  fincerity  with  the 
country  ; but,  he  laid,  lie  was  equally  infincere  in  the  motives 
which  he  avowed  in  this  flatement  of  its  events,  and  his 
hopes  of  its  termination.  It  was  firfl  a war  of  our  allies,  the 
Dutch,  for  the  opening  the  Scheldt;  it  was  next,  together 
with  our  faithful  ally,  the  plunderer  of  Poland,  a war  to 
fupport  the  rights  of  property ; with  our  ally  the  Emperor, 
it  was  a war  for  the  true  principles  of  liberty ; with  his 
Holinefs  the  Pope,  it  was  a war  for  orthodoxy  and  the  Pro- 
teflant  religion.  In  Corfica,  it  was  a war  in  fupport  of 
eledtive  monarchy  and  arbitrary  defpotifm ; it  was  next  a 
war  againfl  certain  principles  and  opinions,  in  which  the 
polemics  of  the  Minifler  had  been  rather  unfortunate  ; it  was 
next  a war  of  indemnity  for  the  pail,  and  fecurity  for  the 
future.  At  length  the  objedt  of  the  war  has  become  foie  and 
unequivocal,  it  is  now  a war  for  peace ; no  doubt,  a better 
peace  than  he  had  before ; the  former  peace  was  encumbered 
by  alliances,  by  commerce,  by  accefs  to  every  port  in  Europe, 
and,  no  doubt,  plethoric,  by  thefurplusof  blood  and  population,. 
We  were  now  likely  to  have  a peace  without  any  of  thefe 
difadvantages,  and  additionally  fecured  by  the  fortunate  in- 
crease of  one  hundred  millions  of  debt  ! He  did  not  wifh  raife 
a laugh  at  fuch  a time,  and  upon  fuch  a fubjedl,  on  the 
contrary,  he  regretted  the  perplexity  which  this  filly  train 
of  juggling  had  cafl  upon  the  fubjedl  of  debate.  No  man 
could  judge  from  the  fpeech,  whether  the  Minifler  had  any 
reafonable  profpedl  either  of  war  or  peace  ; the  enemy  was 
beaten,  and  were  fuing  for  peace  ; the  enemy  was  beat- 
en, and  the  enemy  was  at  our  gate  ; we  muft  conluit 
therefore,  and  advife  with  a view  to  either  event  t that 
advice  was  contained  in  the  amendment  propofed  ; it  con- 
fided 
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filled  of  two  parts ; it  recommended  the  union  of  the  country 
in  its  defence,  and  next  it  recommended  a cure  of  that  dif- 
union,  which  the  fpeech  had  dated,  by  giving  the  people 
equal  rights,  and  thereby  irrefiitible  union  in  the  common 
caufe  ; put  into  plain  words  it  is  this:  The  enemy  is  at  the 
gate;  what  do  you  advife?  We  advife  to  arm  the  nation 
againft  them  ; but  fays  the  Minifter,  the  nation  is  divided; 
then,  adds  the  advice,  reconcile  them  to  yourfelf  by  com- 
mon juftice,  and  unite  them  in  the  caufe,  by  giving  them 
liberty  to  defend.  Thequethon  now  is,  is  this  advice  honed 
and  wife — -or  is  it,  as  has  been  charged,  feditious  and  impoli- 
tic ? the  fird  part  of  the  charge  was  fupported  by  weak  and 
filly  imputations  upon  the  character  of  the  mover  ; he  would 
not  condefcend  to  notice  them : with  the  prefent  age  the 
accufers  would  be  a fufficient  anfwer  to  the  accufation,  and 
with  the  time  come,  the  chara&er  of  the  Right  Hon.  mover 
was  not  likely  to  meet  either  the  accufation  or  the  accufers  ; 
one  allegation  only  in  point  of  fadt  he  mud  contradict,  it 
had  been  dated,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Member,  when  in 
power,  had  moved  the  fupply,  unaccompanied  by  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  Catholics ; the  fadt  was  diredtly  otherwife  ; 
the  fupply  was  prefented  with  one  hand,  and  with  the  other, 
the  jud  and  fair  compenfation  of  unqualified  franchife  to  our 
Catholic  brethren  ; and  the  former  would  never  have  been 
prefented  if  he  had  not  fuppofed  that  no  fhamelefs  perfidy 
could  have  deprived  the  latter  of  effedt ; but  is  the  advice 
contained  in  the  arnendment^impolitic  ? can  thofe  who  fay 
fo  find  any  way  by  which  an  invader  can  be  refided,  except 
by  the  force  and  courage  of  the  country  invaded  ? Relieve 
me,  Sir,  faid  he,  an  invader  can  look  to  nothing  but  cer- 
tain dedrudtion  where  he  is  oppofed  by  the  wifhes  and  paf- 
fions  of  the  people ; it  is  not  garrilons,  it  is  not  generals, 
nor  armies,  upon  which  fafety  can  be  repofed  ; it  is  on  the 
union  and  zeal  of  the  general  inhabitants,  removing  provi- 
lions,  difcovering  the  defigns,  marring  the  projects,  and 
hanging  upon  the  retreats  ot  an  enemy,  that  baffles  and 
defeats  them  more  than  any  regular  force  can  do. — The 
fpeech  infinuates,  and  gentlemen  have  aliened,  that  of  this 
powerful  alliance  we  ihould  not  have  the  aid  ; wifely  is  it 
ordained,  that  there  fhall  be  only  one  way  of  poflefiing  it ; 
that  government  fhall  be  juft,  in  order  that  fubjedts  fhall  be 
loyal,  and  that  ftatefmen  learn,  that  in  order  to  be  fafe  they 
muft  be  boneft.  That  honefty*  he  faid,  was  recommended  ; 
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by  the  amendment ; but  gentlemen  had  infinuated,  though 
they  could  not  be  hardy  enough  to  afiert,  that  the  Irifti  nation 
had  been  hcneftly  dealt  with. 

Mr.  Curran  here  went  into  a review  of  the  fyftem  purfued 
with  reipe&to  the  Catholics  during  the  adminiftration  of  the 
prefent  Minifter ; their  petitions  to  Parliament,  he  faid,  were 
contumelioufly  reje&ed  ; he  arraigned  that  rejection  upon  the 
authority  of  Parliament,  which  was  afhamed  of  what  it  had 
done,  and  received  that  very  petition  the  fubfequent  fefiion, 
and  lo  far  abolilhed  the  brutal  code  of  profcription  and  of 
blood  ; to  their  own  vvifdom  and  juftice  he  would  fondly  at- 
tribute their  repentance  of  their  miftake,  and  it  was  lerioufiy 
for  them  to  confider  whether  they  would  fuffer  the  perverfe- 
nefs  of  a giddy  and  incapable  government  to  lead  them  into 
the  degradation  of  repenting  of  that  repentance : to  the  Parli- 
ament he  wifhed  to  afcribe  the  merit  of  the  juftice  that  was 
done  them,  to  the  government  only  could  be  afcribed,  be 
knew,  the  vengeance  that  had  been  excited  againft  them  by 
that  juftice. 

Mr.  Curran  dwelt  with  peculiar  feverity  upon  the  mean 
artifice  of  excluding  them  from  all  offices  and  franchifes,  of 
encouraging  every  attack  upon  their  reputation,  and  encou- 
raging the  moft  wicked  and  groundless  profecutions  againft: 
their  lives.  Of  the  trials  of  Mr.  Fay,  and  of  the  principal 
Catholic  merchants  of  Drogheda,  he  faid  he  could  ipeak  as 
an  eye  witnefs,  and  he  declared  them  to  be  fcenes  of  more 
atrocity  and  horror  than  he  had  ever  feen  exhibited  in  a court 
of  juftice  ; it  was,  he  faid,  what  the  Catholics  might  have 
expected  when  they  found  their  avowed  enemies  continued 
in  authority,  and  the  malice  of  an  implacable  government 
left  to  indemnify  itfelf  by  vengeance  for  what  it  had  loft  by 
law.  But  why,  faid  he,  do  I ftate  thofe  fufferings  of  my 
countrymen?  Is  it  to  inflame  their  pafiions  ? Far  from  it ; if 
1 wilhed  them  inflamed,  it  is  expreisly  ftated  that  they  are  fo 
already.  I am  therefore,  he  faid,  ftating  thofe  errors  which 
have  led  to  that  inflammation,  as  an  argument  for  fupporting 
the  amendment,  which  propofes  a corre&icn  of  them.  As 
to  the  difeafe,  he  could  not  but  admit  that  gentlemen  were 
right  in  faying  that  it  exifted,  and  he  warned  adminiftration 
againft:  placing  themfelves  in  fo  ridiculous  a light  as  a govern- 
ment muff  appear  in,  by  refufing  the  remedy  proposed,  and 
that  without  having  any  plauftble  objection,  or  any  rational 
fubftitute.  The  difeafe  and  the  remedy,  he  faid,  were 
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found  in  the  nature  cf  man  : — by  injuries  he  is  alienated,  and 
by  kindneftes  conciliated.  You  have  tried,  faid  he,  the  for- 
mer part  of  this  maxim  at  the  hazard  of  every  thing  that  is 
dear  to  a nation,  the  amendment  advifes  you  to  give  the  lat- 
ter part  of  it  a fair  trial,  in  mercy  to  the  nation  and  to  your- 
felves.  But,  faid  he,  if  you  are  not  reconciled  to  this  ad- 
vice, by  any  intrinfic  mark  of  its  wifdom,  try  it  by  your  own 

objedtions. One  gentleman  fays  that  the  government  has 

been  juft,  and  that  the  people  are  united:  if  that  be  to,  to 
refufe  the  amendment  is  to  libel  your  own  juftice,  and  to 
deny  the  confequences  of  your  own  wifdom. 

Another  gentleman  fays  they  are  difaffedted,  but  thinks  our 
own  fwords  an  unfailing  prote&ion  ; I cannot  but  regret,  he  faid, 
that  fuch  an  idea,  fhould  have  fallen ; the  idea  of  an  enemy,  arid 
of  a country  combined  againft  thofe  fwords,  would  be  too  terrible 
in  its  confequences — furely,  furely  it  could  not  be  ferioufly,even 
infinuated  to  be  true.  But  gentlemen  faid,  the  Catholics  had  got 
every  thing  but  feats  in  parliament:  are  we  really,  he  faid, 
afraid  of  giving  them  that  privilege  ? are  we  ferioufly  afraid 
that  Catholic  venality  might  pollute  the  immaculate  integrity 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ? — that  a Catholic  member  would 
be  more  accefiible  to  a promife,  or  a penfion,  or  a bribe,  than 
a Proteftant  ? Lay  your  hands  upon  your  hearts,  faid  he,  look 
in  one  another’s  faces,  and  fay  yes,  and  I will  vote  againft  that 
amendment ; but  is  it  the  fadt,  faid  he,  that  they  have  every 
thing  ? Is  it  the  fadt  that  they  have  the  common  benefit  or 
the  conftitution,  or  the  common  protedtion  of  the  law  ? 
Look  at  the  fcene  that  has  been  exhibited  for  two  years  in  one 
of  your  counties,  of  robbery, and  rape,  and  murder,  and  ex- 
termination ; and  why,  faid  he,  has  that  difgraceful  practice 
exifted  ? becaufe  the  law  can  give  them  no  protedtion  under  an 
hoftile  and  implacable  government  ; becaufe  they  have  not 
ftruck  thofe  natural  roots  into  their  own  foil,  that  can  fecure 
them  againft  the  ftorm  that  has  mercilefsly  raged  againft  them. 
But  a Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  it  is  not  yet  the  time. 
Low  indeed  muft  the  topics  of  objedtion  have  been  drained, 
when  even  talents  like  his  can  defcend  to  fuch  an  objedtion  ; 
one  merit  it  certainly  has,  it  is  an  argument  for  ever  equally 
true,  with  only  one  unlucky  circumftance,  as  that  is  is  forever 
equally  falfe — an  argument,  in  fupport  of  which,  the  whole 
force  of  profpedtive  eternity  may  be  put  into  requifition,  and 
made  to  fuftain  the  onfet  with  fuch  obftinate  courage,  that  no 
Tingle  moment  will  be  found  to  confult  its  fafety  in  retreat, 
or  decline  the  alternative  of  vidlory  or  death. 
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Another  gentleman  had  faid,  the  Catholics  had  got  much, 
and  ought  to  be  content.  Why,  faid  Mr.  Curran,  have  they  got 
that  much,  was  it  from  the  Minifter,  was  it  from  the  Parliament, 
which  then  threw  their  petition  over  its  bar  ? no  faid  he,  they 
got  it  by  the  great  revolution  of  human  affairs,  by  the  afto- 
nifhing  march  of  the  human  mind  ; a march  that  has  collected 
too  much  moment  in  its  advance,  to  be  now  flopped  in  its 
progrefs. — The  bark  is  (fill  afloat,  it  is  freighted  with  the 
hopes  and  liberties  of  millions  of  men  ; fhe  is  already  under 
way,  the  rower  may  faint,  or  the  wind  may  fleep,  but 
rely  upon  it,  fhe  has  already  acquired  an  energy  of  advance- 
ment, that  will  fupport  her  courle  and  bring  her  to  her  defti- 
nation  ; rely  upon  it,  faid  he,  whether  much  or  little  remains, 
it  is  now  vain  to  withhold  it  ; — rely  upon  it,  you  may  as  well 
ffamp  your  foot  upon  the  earth,  in  order  to  prevent  its  revo- 
ution — you  could  not  flop  it ! you  would  only  remain  a filly 
gnomon  upon  its  furface,  to  meafure  the  rapidity  of  rotation, 
until  you  were  forced  round  and  buried  in  the  fhade  of  that 
body,  vvhofe  irrefiftible  courfeyou  would  endeavour  to  oppofe. 

One  Hon.  Gentleman,  he  faid,  had  put  the  queflion  upon 
its  true  grounds,  namely,  the  effe<fl  which  the  adoption  or 
rejection  of  the  amendment  mud  have  upon  England,  upon 
Ireland,  upon  France  ; it  mull:  be  fo  confidered. — He  afked 
what  had  Minifters  to  fay  to  England  at  the  hour  of  her 
danger — could  they  tell  her  that  Ireland  was  unneceffary  to 
her  defence  ? Nc,  feparate  Ireland  from  her,  and  (lie  finks 
to  the  bottom,  and  only  finds  a grave  in  the  ocean  that 
was  before  the  theatre  of  her  triumphs  and  her  pride.  Will 
they  allure  England  of  a zealous  affiftance  in  this  hour  of  her 
calamity,  if  their  own  aflertions  here  be  true,  they  dare  not 
make  her  fuch  a promile ; will  they  dare  to  tell  her  that 
the  difaffe&ion  of  which  they  complain  has  been  occafioned 
by  their  own  malignity  and  folly  ; will  they  dare  to  avow 
that  they  have  goaded  the  great  body  of  this  nation  into  fuch 
an  extreme  of  deteftation  and  contempt,  that  they  prefer  the 
Jail  and  worft  of  evils,  the  ravages  and  horrors  of  an  hoftile 
invader,  to  the  hope  of  fafety,  by  arming  under  fo  odious  and 
defpifed  a banner  ? will  they  dare  to  aggravate  the  avowal 
with  a confeffion  that  their  implacable  malice  had  rejected 
the  only  refource  that  remained  to  her,  namely,  juft  ice  and 
conciliation  ? 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  alked  what  effect  it  would  have 
on  France?  What  effect,  faid  Mr.  Curran,  muft  it  have 
upon  an  enemy,  to  be  told  upon  the  authority  of  our  own 
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governors,  that  our  people  are  not  to  be  entruded — that  they 
are  hoilile  to  our  caufe — that  they  are  favourable  to  them, 
and  that  they  are  ready  to  receive  irom  them  as  rebels,  those 
arms  with  which  we  are  afraid  to  trull  them  as  fubjeCts  ? 
Such  is  the  encouragement  which  you  trumpet  to  them  by  the 
rejection  of  this  amendment ; the  contrary  is  the  terror  with 
which  you  would  tnfpire  them  by  its  adoption.  But  what, 
faio  he,  mud  be  the  effeCt  upon  this  unhappy  country  ? Have 
Miniders  ferioufiy  conddered  the  consequences  of  that  unfeel- 
ing and  incorrigible  oppredion,  which  turns  even  the  wifdom 
of  the  wifed  into  madnefs  ? Are  they  willing  to  fay  to  them 
\ye  hate  your  perfons,  we  abominate  your  rights,  we  deteft 
your  claims,  we  abhor  your  religion,  and  we  are  determined 
rather  to  fpurn  you  to  the  enemy,  to  expofe  your  country  to 
a bondage  more  fierce  than  we  have  praCtifed  upon  it,  to 
expofe  the  glory  and  pride  of  Britain,  to  utter  extinction, 
rather  than  condefcend  to  treat  you  as  fellow7  fubjects ; or 
arm  you  in  the  defence  of  any  thing  but  the  continuance  of 
your  own  fubjeCtion  and  degradation.  But  he  fiaid  he  would 
not  nominate  fo  fatal  an  idea  as  he  could  not  refufe  to  profit 
by  the  interval,  before  a decifion  had  yet  taken  place,  and 
Hill  to  hope  that  wifer  councils  would  be  adopted,  and  that 
jnore  auipicious  projects  would  arife,  that  we  might  dill 
cling  to  the  hope  of  national  profperity  and  imperial  {labi- 
lity, that  we  might  be  yet  permitted  to  fhew  to  England 
that  we  felt  the  endearing  ties  of  common  language,  common 
conditution,  common  intered  and  common  fate  ; that  in  her 
didrefs  we  were  willing  to  forget  any  injury  of  the  pad  ; that 
our  lad  drilling,  and  the  lad  drop  of  our  blood  were  ready 
to  be  expended  in  her  caufe  ; and,  that  in  that  prompt  and 
cordial  tender,  we  did  not  dop  to  parley  for  contract  or  ftipu- 
Jation  ; that  we  looked  only  to  the  means  by  which  that  ten- 
der could  be  carried  into  effeCt,  by  bringing  to  the  aid  of  the 
common  caufe  that  irrefidible  fupport  which  mud  be  ever 
found  in  a concentrated  and  united  people. 

Mr.  Corry  bore  tedimony  to  the  exertions  of  govern® 
merit  in  fuppreding  the  difturbances  in  the  copnty  of  Armagh. 
He  had  attended  as  a grand  juror  in  that  county  for  the  two 
laft  afi'izes,  and  fuch  had  been  the  conduct  of  the  government, 
that  though  at  fpring  adizes  a great  number  of  perfons,  rioters 
of  all  defcriptions , had  been  tried  and  convicted,  fuch  was  ; 
the  good  effeCt  of  the  examples  then  made,  that  very  few 
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^rimes  eanie  before  the  grand  jury  at  the  laft  affizes  in  pro- 
portion to  the  numbers  which  had  been  committed  before  ; 
and  he  truited  that  a further  continuance  of  the  fame  fyftem 
of  impartial  juftice  would  effectually  quiet  the  county. 

Mr.  Barrington  refilled  the  fuggellion  of  withdrawing 
the  amendment,  and  faid,  as  the  queflion  had  been  thus 
brought  forward,  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  fhould  be  taken 
upon  it.  He  applied  himfeif  generally  to  the  ftaterriehts  of 
Mr.  Grattan,  and  the  motives  which  generally  actuated  that 
gentleman  and  his  adherents,  in  keeping  up  oppofuion  merely 
tor  oppofition  fake;  He  charged  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman, 
tor  whole  perfon  and  talents  he  profefied  very  high  refpeCt, 
with  much  VerfatUity  in  the  progrefs  of  the  war.  In  the 
firft  year  he  voted  implicitly  in  fupport  of  this  war  ; in  the 
iecond  year,  when  he  appeared  to  be  in  power  in  this  coun- 
try, he  came  forward  and  obtained  the  largeil  fupply  ever 
voted  in  this  country,  in  fuppcrt  of  the  war^  againft  the 
enemies  of  God  and  man  ; the  third  year  he  was  out  of 
power,  but  in  complaifance  to  his  confiilency,  he  Hill  voted 
in  fupport  of  the  war  ; and  now,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth 
year,  when  his  Majefiy’s  fpeech  tells  parliament  that  the 
great  objeCt  of  the  war,  a folid  and  honourable  peace,  is  in 
adtual  negociation,  and  in  the  failure  of  that  objeCt,  that  we 
are  threatened  with  invafion,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  decries 
the  war,  extols  the  refources,  the  fuccefifes,  the  victories 
and  the  aggrandizements  of  our  enemies  depreciates  the 
flrength  of  the  refources  of  the  Britilii  empire,  tells  the 
world  that  the  people  of  this  country  are  weakened  by  di- 
vifion,  and  fo  far  difiuades  the  enemy  from  negociation  or 
any  terms  but  thofe  they  think  fit  to  dictate,  and  invites  that 
invafion,  which  the  country  was  called  by  every  tie  of  na- 
ture, of  loyalty,  and  of  intereft,  fo  repel.  With  refpect  to 
'the  term,  Catholic  emancipation , it  was  a phrafe  not  under- 
flood  by  nineteen  twentieths  of  the  people  who  were  faid 
to  be  fulleri  and  difaffeCted  for  want  of  it.  Some  of  the 
lower  orders  underflood  it  as  an  abolition  of  tithes,  others 
as  an  exemption  from  rent,  others  as  liberty  and  equality,  of 
Mr.  Paine’s,  but  not  one  in  an  hundred  underflood  it  to 
mean  feats  in  parliament  for  a few  of  the  wealthier,  arid 
perhaps  moil:  worthlefs  of  their  community,  by  which  in 
time  they  might  clamber  into  the  power  of  government. 
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In  this  view  of  the  queftion  he  would  refill  the  amend- 
ment and  its  principle  ; and  if  the  Catholics  of  the  country 
would  fuilenly  decline  to  join  with  their  Proteftant  fellow- 
fubjefls  for  their  common  defence,  the  Proteftants  would 
delend  the  country  without  them. 

Lord  Castlerea  entered  at  large  into  a reply  to  Mr. 
Grattan.  He  alked  at  what  time  was  it  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  brought  forward  this  motion  ? at  what  time  was 
it  that  he  dilplayed  fo  oftentatioufly  the  weaknefs  of  the  em- 
pire, and  the  ftrength  of  its  foes  ? It  was  not  at  a time  when 
an  an  unwilling  Minifter  was  to  be  urged  to  make  peace, 
but  at  a moment  when  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  de- 
clared peace  to  be  at  hand;  a moment  when  every  man  of 
loyalty  and  patriotifm  would  extol  the  refources  of  the  coun- 
try, and  give  fuch  a colour  to  its  fituation,  as  fhould  lower 
the  ambitious  difpofition  of  the  enemy,  and  fecure  honour- 
able terms  to  bis  country. — What  was  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Fox  on  the  fame  fubjeft  ? Though  he  had  long  oppoled  the 
Minifter,  and  perhaps  embarraffed  him,  yet  when  the  country 
was  to  treat  with  the  enemy,  he  found  it  the  part  of  a man  of 
honour  and  principle  to  acknowledge  the  powerful  ftrength 
and  refources  of  his  country,  and  to  take  away  from  the 
enemy  any  fhadow  of  hope  they  might  form  from  its  weak- 
nefs. His  Lordlhip  then  adverted  to  the  charge  againft  go- 
vernment, of  overlooking  the  difturbances  in  Armagh.  He 
thought  it  unneceflary  to  add  his  to  the  teftimony  of  his 
Right  Hon  Friend,  (Mr.  Corry)  or  he  would  declare  that  the 
meft  impartial  juftice  had  been  distributed  in  that  county.  A 
member,  (Mr.  Curran)  had  laid  that  government  had  not 
put  the  Infurreftion  Law  in  lorce  in  that  county;  that  mem- 
ber ought  to  know  that  a reprefentation  from  the  magiftracy* 
was  necelfary,  before  the  government  could  put  that  aft  of 
parliament  into  operation. 

The  Right  Her.  Mr.  Pelham  faid  there  were  fomeob- 
fervations  made  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  which 
gentlemen  feemed  to  think  required  explanation  : Fie  would, 
as  far  as  he  could,  endeavour  to  give  it. — As  to  the  flate  ot 
Europe,  and  the  f tuation  of  the  armies,  the  Speech  fairly 
acknowledge d that  in  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  it  was 
unfavourable  ; but  the  late  victories,  unparalleled  in  the  hiL 
tory  of  Europe,  fuffiucntly  warranted  the  expreffion*  i(  that 
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fuch  fucctfs  had  occurred  as  tended  to  fecure  a lading  and 
honourable  peace.”  In  the  ftatement  made  by  the  mover  of 
this  amendment,  of  the  fituation  of  Great-Britain  and  Ire- 
land, he  agreed  with  his  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Alexander)  that  it 
was  fuch  a one  as  would  be  more  likely  to  come  from  a mem- 
ber of  the  French  Affembly  than  an  Iriffi  legiflator. — As  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  queftion,  he  would  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that 
he  confidered  himfelf  as  one  of  the  bed:  friends  of  that  body. 
Fie  had  given,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  a lair,  candid,  and  open 
difcuflion  to  their  claims;  and  he  was  ready  at  any  time 
fairly  to  meet  and  difeufs  that  queftion  ; but  he  could  not  help 
obferving,  that  he  thought  it  very  improperly  brought  for- 
ward at  prefent.  This  was  not  a time  to  make  diftindtions 
between  Catholics  and  Protellants; — no  fuch  dillindtion  was 
made  by  government.  In  the  offers  to  arm,  the  Catholics 
had  been  as  forward  as  the  Proteftants.  In  lome  counties, 
where  gentlemen  attached  to  the  Proteftant  afcendancy  re- 
Tided — fome  of  whom  had  faved  their  counties  from  ruin — • 
thofe  very  gentlemen  had  come  forward  with  offers  to  raife 
corps,  and  in  their  lifts  had  included  many  Roman  Catholics. 
Some  Roman  Catholics  had,  no  doubt,  been  perfuaded  that 
fuch  diftindlions  were  adopted  by  government,  and  he  found 
it  neceffary  to  Hate  what  he  now  did,  left  the  high  authority 
of  fome  gentlemen  who  had  this  night  promoted  that  opinion, 
fhould  fandtion  the  report.  The  ftatement  of  his  HoYi. 
Friend,  (Mr.  Moore)  had  proved  the  fallacy  of  the  affertion, 
that  our  resources  were  diminifhed  : Fie  therefore,  at  this 
late  hour,  would  no  farther  prefs  that  fubjedt.  The  Armagh 
difturbances  had  been  laft  feffion  a fubjedl  of  difcuflion  ; 
government  had  been  then  exculpated  by  the  gentlemen  of 
that  country.  Since  that  time  an  officer  of  the  higheft  credit 
and  reputation  had  been  eftablifhed  there,  and  every  effort 
made  to  reftore  that  order  which  was  approaching  every  (jay. 
The  noble  Lord  near  him  had  replied  to  the  charge  of  not 
promulgating  the  Infurredlion  Law  ; and  he  had  only  to  add, 
that  the  difturbances  there  appeared  to  the  magiftrates  not 
to  require  the  enforcement  of  that  very  fevere  law. 

Mr.  G.  Ponsok e y obferved,  that  with  refpedt  to  the 
charges  uttered  againft  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  the  character 
of  that  gentleman,  and  the  high  effimation  which  he  deferv- 
edlv  maintained  in  the  opinion  of  all  men,  rendered  it  un- 
neceffarv  to  enter  into  any  refutation  of  them.  It  had  been 
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advanced  by  a Right  Hon.  Gentleman  eft  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  that  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  had  fhewn  himfelf 
highly  injudicious,  in  bringing  forward  the  Catholic  bufinefs 
in  fuch  a manner,  and  at  the  prelent  time,  at  the  fame  time 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  declared  himfelf  ready  to 
meet  it  as  he  ha <\  formerly  done  ; if  lb,  where  was  there  any 
want  of  judgment  betrayed  in  now  bringing  it  forward  ? 

He  faid  he  well  remembered  gentlemen  on  former  occafl- 
ons  pledging  their  lives  and  their  fortunes  to  oppofe  Catholic 
claims;  and  he  equally  remembered  their  afterwards  Jlacken - 
ing  in  that  violent  oppofition.  But  who  are  they,  he  afked, 
whofe  claims  it  is  meant  to  refill:  ? Are  not  they  the  men  who 
reflcre  your  thinned  ranks,  who  man  your  viCorious  fleets ; 
and  who  are  now  called  on  to  unite  and  co-operate  in  refifing  a 
threatened  invafion  ? Will  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  call 
on  thefe  men  to  rifque  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  keep  him 
fafe  in  his  ftuation,  at  the  fame  moment  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  pledges  his  life  and  fortune , to  refill:  their  political 
privileges?  Will  the  Houfe  liffcen  to  fuch  language  ? He 
next  commented  on  that  part  of  the  fpeech  which  prediCs 
iucceffes,  as  glorious  to  the  arms  of  our  allies,  as  thole  with 
which  the  enemy  had  opened  the  campaign.  Let  us  inquire, 
faid  he,  what  were  thofe  fucceffes.  They  over-run  Italy, 
they  over-turn  the  German  empire,  they  make  the  Emperor 
tremble  for  his  hereditary  dominions,  and  even  for  his  capital  ; 
they  difunite  Spain  from  her  alliance  with  England  ; is  it 
poffible,  that  difaff  ers  equal  to  thefe  can  befal  France  in  the 
remainder  of  this  campaign  ? The  fpeech  had  talked  of 
peace,  but  furely  the  Miniffer  muff  be  as  unfit  for  negociating 
a peace,  as  he  has  proved  himfelf  incapable  in  the  conduc- 
ing of  war,  if  after  fuch  mighty  fucceffes  he  concludes  a 
peace  on  any  but  the  moff  glorious  conditions.  If  our  fuc- 
ceffes  are  fo  fplendid,  why  dread  invafion  ? He  repelled 
the  charge  of  inconfiftency,  from  his  Right  Hon.  Friend, 
and  challenged  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe  to  inftancc 
any  occafion  when  he  had  given  his  fupport  to  the  war, 
without  receiving  an  aflurance,  that  all  reafonable  benefits 
would  be  granted.  But  gentlemen  exclaim  it  is  wrong  to 
criminate  a Miniffer  who  has  overcome  great  difficulties ; — - 
yes,  Sir,  the  Miniffer  of  England  has  overcome  great  dif- 
ficulties. He  has  laid  Great-Britain  proffrate  ; the  Miniffer 
of  England  has  depofed  the  Stadtholder,  and  made  the  Dutch 
forget,  that  to  the  Houfe  of  Naflau  they  were  indebted  for 
their  liberties  j the  Miniffer  of  England  has  done  wonders! 
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He  has  made  the  Brabanters  forget  their  fuperflition,  and 
i'ubmit  to  the  rule  of  its  enemies.  He  has  furmounted  the 
Alps  with  greater  rapidity  than  Hannibal  himfelf,  and  con- 
quered Italy  for  France. 

The  King  of  Spain  found  his  royal  relative  murdered,  the 
Minider  of  England  made  him  a defpotic  Monarch.  A 
prince  of  the  houfc  of  Bourbon  forget  the  cry  of  blood,  and 
join  with  the  regicides. 

We  are  told,  laid  he,  that  this  amendment  propofes  con- 
ditions for  the  loyalty  of  Catholics.  Sir,  laid  he,  the 
amendment  lpeaks  the  language  of  common  fenfe.  Have 
you  (the  Minider)  fpoken  truth  ? is  the  country  in  the  dan- 
ger you  have  afTerted  t I have  reafon  to  doubt  the  veracity 
of  Miniders,  fiom  their  frequent  refort  to  duplicity  ; but 
luppofing  it  true.  Is  it  wife,  is  it  fale  to  depend  on  more 
oaths  of  allegiance  ? Is  it  not  better  to  unite  men  by  a par- 
ticipation of  in  ter  efts  in  a common  caufe?  If  the  enemy 
were  on  our  coads,  would  you  a&  thus?  No  ! the  prouded 
among  you,  the  moft  forward  to  pledge  life  and  fortune,  and 
to  plume  himfelf  on  the  boldnefs  of  his  declaration,  would 
perhaps  be  the  firft  to  crouch  to  the  Catholic,  and  fupplt- 
cate  his  acceptance  of  the  boon  which  you  now  refufe. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  pofition,  that  the  obje£t  was  a 
trivial  one.  If  it  is  lo  inconhderable,  why  hazard  the  con- 
fequences  of  a refufal  ? For  himfelf  he  appealed,  whether 
he  had  any  intered  but  in  common  with  the  red  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  that  Houle  ? He  then  befought  them  to  condder, 
whether  it  were  not  pofiible  that  the  power  of  France  might 
not  rife  one  day,  and  perhaps  at  a near  day,  to  fuch  an 
height  as  fliould  make  us  tremble  for  the  independence  of 
thefe  countries. 

Gentlemen,  lie  faid,  depended  too  much  on  the  naval  fu- 
periority  of  Great-Britain  ; but  have  they  confidered  on 
what  the  naval  fuperiority,  or  the  general  flrength  of  the 
empire  was  founded  ; on  her  foreign  commerce,  and  that 
alone.  But  France,  without  the  atYiftance  of  a navy,  by 
the  exertion  of  her  continental  force,  had  acquired  fo  irre- 
ddible  an  influence  as  to  fhut  11s  out  of  the  ports  of  Italy  ; 
Ihe  had  excluded  us  from  the  extenfive,  lucrative  commerce 
of  the  Mediterranean  ; this  mud  affeft,  and  powerfully  af- 
fe£t  the  refources  of  England.  If  France,  already  without 
a navy,  has  been  able  to  cffedt  fo  much,  what  may  we  not 
have  occalion  to  dread  from  her  exertions,  when  die  fhall 
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have  brought  her  navy,  combined  with  that  of  Spain  and 
Holland,  into  effective  operation.  To  refiff  their  combined 
strength  you  have  no  refource  but  in  the  combined  ffrength 
and  combined  exertions  of  all  his  Majeffy’s  fubjedts  of  all 
perfuafions.  He  fhould  therefore  give  his  hearty  fupport  to 
the  amendment. 

The  Attorney  General,  in  a very  able  fpeech  went 
into  the  general  lubjedt  of  debate,  and  particularly  the  Ar- 
magh bufmefs,  in  which  he  vindicated  the  condudt  of  go- 
vernment and  ftated  the  artifices  of  perfons  unconnected 
with  either  Orangemen  or  Defenders,  to  excite  diffurbances 
and  infurrection  in  order  to  charge  government  with  fupine- 
n efs. 

Mr.  Fletcher,  arofe  to  ffate  briefly  to  the  Houfe,  why 
he  found  himfelf  compelled  to  give  to  the  amendment  pro- 
poled  his  moft  hearty  aflfent.  At  a feafon  like  the  prefent,  he 
ihould  deem  himfelf  culpable  in  the  higheft  degree,  were  he 
to  fit  lilent.  He  had  bellowed  upon  the  arguments  adduced 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  all  the  attention  in  his  power  ; 
but,  inflead  of  bringing  convidfion  to  his  mind,  they  had 
produced  a contrary  eff'edt,  and  had  convinced  him  of  the 
rectitude  of  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give.  All  thefe  argu- 
ments, if  indeed  the  topics  retorted  to  deferved  the  name, 
had  been  condenfed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Attorney  General)  who  had  fpoken  laff  in  the  debate  ; and 
in  replying  to  him,  therefore,  he  felt  he  fhould  anfw’er 
them  all.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid  he  had  never 
heard  a more  improper  and  unfeal'onable  fpeech  than  that  de- 
livered by  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  whether  he  confidered  the 
eff'edt  this  fpeech  muff  neceffarily  produce  on  the  people  of 
France,  the  kingdom  of  England,  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
or  the  Iriih  nation  at  large. 

Mr.  Fletcher  continued,  he  was  fatisfied  to  purfue  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  as  he  felt  himfelf 
peculiarly  ftrong  upon  every  ground.  With  refpeef  to  the 
people  of  France,  if  the  argument  had  any  weight  at  all,  it 
proved  too  much  ; its  force  confided  in  this,  that  nothing 
laid  in  this  Houfe  fhould  lead  the  enemy  to  conclude  that 
there  were  any  grounds  for  dilbontent  exiffing  in  this  country. 
But  when  this  principle  was  confidered  in  the  full  extent 
contended  for,  how  far  did  it  go  ? to  annihilate  the  Houle 
of  Commons,  and  the  privileges  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
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people.  The  Commons  were  fuddenly  convened  to  affift 
the  Crown  by  their  advice,  in  a feafon  of  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger ; but  if  thedo&rine  contended  for  on  the  other  fide  fhould 
prevail,  the  Commons  muft  content  themfelves  with  echoing 
the  fuggeftions  of  the  Minifter,  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
Throne  ; they  muft  not  attempt  to  give  his  Majefty  any 
information,  as  to  the  grievances  under  which  his  people 
laboured. 

After  enlarging  upon  this  head  for  fome  time,  Mr.  Fletcher 
continued — Equally  groundlefs  does  the  next  topic  of  argu- 
ment appear  to  be.  For  his  part  it  feemed  to  him  reafonable 
to  fuppofc,  that  the  public  difeuffion  of  the  merits  of  the 
amendment  might  have  fome  falutary  effects  upon  the  admi- 
niftration  of  England.  Too  long,  he  feared,  had  the  Eng- 
lifti  Minifter  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  implicit  credence 
on  Irifti  affairs,  to  the  interefted  mifreprefentations  of  job- 
bers, contractors,  and  undertakers,  who  paid  to  the  fifter 
kingdom  their  annual  vifit,  to  make  their  annual  bargain. 

Mr.  Fletcher  proceeded  to  the  next  head — the  effects  the 
amendment  propofed  might  be  fuppofed  have  Upon  the  Irifti 
nation.  The  ineafure,  he  contended,  recommended  by  the 
amendment,  was  the  only  one  calculated  to  fave  the  country. 
It  would  lliew  the  Catholics  in  general,  and  the  nation  at 
large,  who  was  their  true  friends  within  thefe  walls. 

For  my  part,  faid  Mr.  Fletcher,  I will  raife  my  voice, 
feeble  as  it  is,  in  fupport  of  the  meafure  ; and  if  but  three  or 
four  are  found  advocates  for  the  amendment,  it  fhall  be  the 
pride  of  my  life  to  appear,  on  the  divifion*  one  of  thefe 
four* 

Mr.  Arc Hb all  faid  the  charge  of  ineoilfiftency  brought 
by  an  Honourable  Member,  (Lord  Caftlerea)  a gain  ft  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman,  had  not  been  done  away  by  that  gentle- 
man’s learned  friend,  Mr.  G.  Ponfonby,  on  the  joint  fubje<5t 
of  the  war,  and  of  the  Catholic  queftion  ; on  which  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  were  not  the  fame,  at 
leaft  his  pra&ice  was  not*  now  when  out  of  power,  as  they 
had  been  once,  when  he  was  in  power;  He  alked  them 
for  fupplies  for  the  war  before  he  mentioned  the  Catholic 
queftion  ; but  now  he  would  have  the  Catholic  queftion  be- 
fore the  fupplies*  The  learned  Gentleman  fays  this  makes 
no  difference,  for  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  had  “ received  al- 
furances”  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  Catholic  queftion  (hould  be 
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brought  forward  with  that  of  the  fupplies.”  Mr.  Archdall 
afked  how  this  could  be,  fince  every  body  recolledts  certain 
letters  which  were  printed,  and  made  much  noife  at  that 
time,  in  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  wrote  them,  fays 
exprefsly  he  had  it  among  his  directions  “ to  keep  back”  the 
Catholic  queftion.  How  then  could  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man have  had  “ aflurances  for  bringing  it  forward?”  Mr. 
Archdall  laid  he  could  not  but  afk  another  queftion  of  ano- 
ther learned  Gentleman  on  the  fame  fide,  who  to  (hew  the 
difficulty  of  making  peace  with  France,  had  faid  the  Direc- 
tory would  probably  infift  on  the  dominion  of  certain  pofleft* 
ftons  he  named,  to  be  put  into  their  hands,  and  then,  per- 
haps, they  would  negotiate  about  peace.  Was  not  this  the 
true  fpirit  of  the  amendment  now  propofed  to  the  Houfe  ? 

It  infifted  that  you  fhould  firft  put  the  dominion  of  your  pof- 
ieflion  into  the  hands  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  then,  per- 
haps, they  may  negociate  about  loyalty  ! Flow  he  thought, 
in  allufton  to  negociation,  that  the  Catholics  would  have 
done  more  wifely  in  following  the  example  of  England,  and 
making  the  advances  to  it  themfelves,  for  the  crifis  was  in 
their  favour,  and  they  ought  to  have  made  ufe  of  it,  by 
making  the  moft  ample  and  earneft  declarations  of  loyalty 
they  could  ; by  this  they  muft  have  gained  and  could  not  have 
loft,  in  their  caufe ; for  there  will  either  be  an  invafion,  or 
there  will  not:  if  there  is  an  invafion,  they  fhew  themfelves 
loyal  of  courfe,  as  they  fay  they  are;  if  there  is  not  an  in- 
vafion, they  have  all  the  merit  of  making  loyal  declarations, 
without  the  rifque  of  making  any  proof  of  them ; and  their 
friends,  on  a future  occafion,  would  have  an  argument  in 
their  favour  not  eafy  to  be  oppofed.  He  faid,  it  was  indeed 
a crffis  when  all  fhould  unite  to  fupport  the  government, 
though  it  was  only  a government  of  Protejlants  and  of  the  con- 
ftitution  ; it  was  a moment  when  good  fubjedts  fhould  be  en- 
couraged, and  the  bad  difmayed.  But  this  was  not  an  effedfc 
which  could  not  be  expedited  from  what  had  been  infinuated 
bv  the  Right  Hon  Gentleman  about  the  county  of  Armagh, 
where  the  difturbances  were  fuch  as  every  man  laments,  and 
1:0  man  would  juftify,  but  where  after  all,  they  were  only 
the  difturbances  of  individuals  among  themfelves,  great  in  p 
their  extent,  and  melancholy  in  their  circumftances,  but  ori- 
ginating only  in  private  and  perfonal  antipathies.  Thofe 
individuals  were  the  adverfe  parties  of  Puritans  and  Papifts,. 
that  is,  certain  obftiiiate  Roman  Catholics  on  the  one  fide, 
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and  various  fe&aries,  perhaps  more  obflinate  ft  ill,  under  the 
name  of  Prefbyterians,  on  the  other.  From  the  unhappy 
temper  of  the  times,  which  feems  now  fo  prevalent  every 
where,  could  it  be  a matter  of  wonder,  that  in  the  North 
fuch  combuftible  materials  fhould  kindle  a warmth,  cfpecially 
when  contiguous  to  each  other  in  the  fame  neighbourhood, 
and  even  blaze  into  outrage,  without  what  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  call  the  cruel  connivance  of  the 
government?  But  how  did  this  connivance  appear  ? Had  af- 
fiftance  ever  been  afkcd,  and  had  it  been  withheld  ? — No. 
Had  means  of  prevention  ever  been  pointed  cut,  and  had 
they  been  negledted  ? — No.  Had  any  culpable  Magiftrates 
ever  been  particularized,  and  had  they  been  protected  ? — No. 
It  any  Magiftrate  fhall  be  hereafter  fentenced  as  culpable, 
will  he  not  be  punifhed  ? — Yes,  certainly,  and  exemplarily. 
Where  then  is  the  conniving  cruelty  of  the  government, 
and  what  end  can  fuch  language  anfvver  ? In  the  unlucky  dif- 
tridf  which  has  been  mentioned,  will  it  contribute  to  make 
thofe  Prefbyterians  more  moderate,  or  thofe  Roman  Catholics 
lefs  miferable  ? To  be  fure  it  might  anfwer  one  end,  and 
that  is  a bad  one;  becaufe,  if  it  could  be  believed,  it  might 
make  thofe  Prefbyterians  think  themfelves  above  controul, 
and  thofe  Roman  Catholics  think  themfelves  without  hope, 
and  both  might  become  not  the  better  for  fuch  a deception : 
but  no — both  parties  will  underfland  fuch  language  as  they 
ought ; they  will  fee  that  it  is  like  the  amendment  which 
occafioned  it,  not  calculated  to  benefit  the  Roman  Catholics, 
but  to  injure  the  government,  with  what  luccefs  v/ould  foon 
be  determined. 

Mr.  Stephen  Moore  rofe  to  make  a fhort  obfervation, 
with  refpedt  to  an  affertion  from  Mr.  Grattan.  That  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  faid  that  the  war  had  added  five  mil- 
lions to  our  debt  ! This  was  rather  extraordinary,  when  the 
whole  debt  at  prefent  did  not  amount  to  five  millions,  of 
which,  by  the  operation  of  the  loan  duties,  a part  was  paying 
off  every  day.  Mr.  Moore  then  went  into  a ftatement  of 
the  public  accounts,  from  which  he  proved  that  the  refources 
of  the  country  were  increafing  in  a very  great  degree. 

Mr.  Saunderson  animadverted  with  fome  feverity  on 
the  very  inflammatory  language  held  out  in  this  debate.  Was 
it  realonable,  he  faid,  admitting  what  gentlemen  laboured  to 
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prove,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  were  difaffecfed,  to  fuppofe 
that  the  privilege  of  fitting  in  Parliament,  (a  privilege  from 
which  perhaps  of  their  whole  number  forty  perfons  were  de- 
barred, and  a privilege,  the  meaning  of  which  the  great  ma- 
jority did  not  underhand)  could  excite  them  to  difioyalty  and 
difaffedtion  ? was  abfurd  ; and  to  raife  up  fuch  a difcuflion  at 
fuch  a moment  was,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  it,  extremely  impo- 
litic. 

Sir  Boyle  Roche.-t-THc  method  now  taken  to  intro- 
duce the  Catholic  claim,  as  an  amendment  to  the  King’s 
addrefs,  in  my  opinion  is  inimical  to  their  deareft  interefts  ; 
and  if  their  enemies  fhould  devife  n method  to  injure  them, 
nothing  could  more  effedtually  promote  their  purpofe  than  the 
prefent  mode.  What,  Sir!  to  bring  forward  this  fubjedt  as 
an  engine  of  oppoiltiqn  to  his  Majefty’s  government,  at  fuch 
a feafon  as  this — -is  that  friendly?  No;  it  is  the  work  of 
their  bittereft  enemies.  Is  not  this  to  make  them  the  balk- 
ing horfe  of  party  for  certain  political  views  ? Is  it  not  told 
11$  by  a Right  Hon.  Member,  that  the  Catholics  are  ready  to 
barter  their  loyalty  for  emancipation  ? Why,  Sir,  the  Ca- 
tholics were  loyal  in  the  worft  of  times,  when  they  had  nei- 
ther liberty  or  property ; and  now  that  they  enjoy  both,  and 
a certain  degree  of  political  power,  are  we  to  doubt  their 
fidelity  to  the  beft  of  Kings,  and  to  that  happy  conftitution 
in  which  they  have  fo  large  a part  ? 

Mr.  Grattan  (in  reply)  fa  id  he  was  told  that  he  was  at 
the  clofe  of  his  political  life.  He  would  borrow  a few 
moments  of  that  life  to  repeat  the  fentiment,  andre-affert 
a claim  dear  to  his  heart,  however  reduced  our  num- 
ber, however  foiitary  our  phalanx.  It  had  been  objedted, 
that  the  Catholic  claim  (houtd  not  have  been  made  the 

amendment  of  an  addrefs ; to  fuch  an  objection  it  was. 

neceffary  to  reply  very  little  : — claims  of  rigly,  liberties,  and 
franchifes,  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  removal  of  abufes, 
did  naturally  belong  to,  and  where  Parliaments  did  their 
duty,  were  infeparabie  from,  addrefles  prodigal  and  abun- 
dant with  the  offers  of  lives  and  fortunes  -That  to  the 
addrefs  under  their  confideration,  fuch  claim  did  more  parti- 
cularly belong,  becaufe  it  contained  a new  and  further  offer 
of  life,  in  the  enrolment  of  corps,  which,  if  exclufive, 
were  wicked,  and  if  inclufive,  unlefs  freedom  fhould  accom- 
pany 
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pany  arms,  were  hazardous : — that  it  was  particularly  becom- 
ing in  thole  who  were  conne&ed  with  Lord  Fitz william’s 
adminiftration  to  make  the  amendment,  becaufe  the  plan  of 
Catholic  emancipation  was  a part  of  their  plan  of  county  ar- 
mament  ; and  laftly,  it  was  peculiarly  feafonable  now  to  ad- 
vance the  claim  of  the  Catholic  to  fit  in  Parliament,  as  we 
are  on  the  eve  of  a general  election,  and  the  lofs  of  this  fef- 
fion  is  to  the  Catholic  the  lofs  of  nine  years That  he  did 
allow,  that  precedents,  where  the  rights  and  franchifes  of  the 
Jubje£t  were  made  any  part  of  an  addrefs  to  the  Crown,  were 
of  late  years  few  indeed: — that  addreUes  of  late  were  uncon- 
ditional furrender,  and  unqualified  fubmiflion  to  every  Minif- 
ter,  to  any  Minifter,  and  to  all  Miniifers  : — That  however,  in 
the  perilous  moments  of  the  (fate,  there  were  precedents  in 
favour  of  the  people  ; and  accordingly,  101793,  the  Throne 
came  a little  nearer  the  condition  of  the  people,  and  the 
fpeech  in  extremis , recommended  meafures  of  reconciliation  ; 
ijor  fhould  1 have  been  furprifed  that  the  fpeech  of  this  fef- 
fion  done  the  fame;  if  the  changes  of  war  were  not  to  the 
Minifter  of  thefe  countries,  the  change  of  fentiment  ; but 
that  now,  inftead  of  reconciliation,  gentlemen  called  for  una- 
nimity without  it  ; that  is,  for  a parliamentary  unanimity, 
inftead  of  a national  ope  ; that  there  might  be,  and  he  had 
often  been  a witnefs  to  two  unanimities  : — namely,  an  unani- 
mity in  parliament  for  loans — for  taxes — for  penal  laws- — for 
reje&ion  of  petitions — and  for  the  unqualified  furrender  of 
the  life,  fortunes,  and  liberty  of  thefubje£t — but  at  the  fame 
time,  without  doors,  an  unanimity  againft  thofe  meafures  ; — ? 
unanimity  for  privileges— r»for  emancipation— and  for  refor- 
mation ; that  is  to  fay,  unanimity  within  doors  for  the  Minif- 
ter,and  without  doors  unanimity  againft  him;  frightful  unanimi- 
ties thefe,  founded  on  one  fide  in  folly,  in  fear,  in  influence, in 
the  little  motive,  and  the  puny  gratification  in  influences 
vifible  and  invifible; — founded  on  the  other  fide  in  wounded 
pride,  public  principle,  and  public  indignation  ; and  left  the 
Minifter  too  ftrong  for  the  nation,  and  too  weak  for  the 
enemy. 

Gentlemen  complain  that  the  notes  of  this  Houfe  are 
changed : I rejoice  that  the  notes  of  this  Houfe  are  changed  ; 
—you  had  loft  the  tone  and  nerve  of  a parliament ; and  with 
them  the  confidence  and  the  ear  of  the  nation  ; — her  high  fpirit 
fickened  at  the  fight  of  her  tame  reprefentatives,  and  flie 
had  retired  from  thefe  walls  in  the  difappointed  mood  of  con- 
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fcious  pride,  and  inwardly  had  cried  fhame  upon  you  ? — devo- 
tion, probation,  deification,  abominations — preferred  in  the 
way  of  worfhip  to  Secretaries,  and  to  the  Secretaries  of 
Secretaries — invedlive,  obloquy,  fcorn,  contumely  and  vitu- 
peration uttered  againfi:  the  fubjedt  and  the  citizen,  the  pe- 
titioner deprived  the  parliament  of  the  attention  of  the 
public,  revolted  by  its  acrimony  and  dif'gufted  by  its  mean- 
nefe: — That  he  wifhed  much  to  accommodate  his  fpeech  to 
the  temper  of  majorities,  provided  he  did  not  at  the  fame 
time  furrender  his  principles  to  their  compliances,  but  at  pre- 
lent it  was  impoffibie  to  go  their  lengths  ; and  that  he  fhould 
not  give  up  a public  cauie  nor  the  zeal  and  fervour  necef- 
fary  in  his  humble  opinion  for  its  defence,  in  compliment 
even  to  majorities.  He  remembered  immenfe  majorities  on 
the  rejedhon  of  the  Catholic  petition — he  remembered  an 
immenfe  majority  for  a perpetual  mutiny  bill,  and  therefore 
he  would  not  bow  to  majorities — he  knew  of  what  ftrange 
and  trail  compofition  they  might  fometimes  be  conftituted, 
and  to  what  dreadful  lengths  they  might  be  led,  and  had 
been  in  many  inllances  led,  from  a want  of  thought  as  well 
as  a want  of  principle  ; that  he  muft  therefore  prefer  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  nation  to  felf-debafing  majorities  in  parliament, 
and  confole  himfelf  with  her  ear  as  his  auditrefs,  relying  on 
common  fenfe  as  the  beff  judge  of  common  intereft,  and 
landing  by  both  in  preference  to  any  other  authority. — 
Gentlemen  had  faid,  my  obfervations  were  more  fuited  to 
the  French  aiTembly  than  to  the  Irifh  parliament.  What 
may  be  fuited  to  the  French  afiembly  they  know  but  little, 
what  may  fuit  an  Irifh  parliament  they  know  too  well  ; — they 
explain  this  idle  talk,  and  fay  we  have  difcovered  to  France 
the  ffate  of  thefe  countries— -what,  is  not  our  fhame  public  ? 
—The  retreat  from  Dunkirk,  the  lofs  of  Holland,  the  depo- 
fition  of  the  Stadtholder,  the  lofs  of  Brabant,  the  exclulion 
from  the  ports  of  Europe,  the  defeats  in  Italy,  and  the  Dutch 
war  ? As  to  domeftic  proceedings,  are  they  not  equally  no- 
torious ? The  (ale of  the  peerage — the  creation  of  new  efiab- 
lifhments  to  purchafe  the  parliament — 'the  plunder  of  rever- 
ftons — and  your  intrigues  with  the  grand-juries  to  profcribe 
three-fourths  of  the  people.  The  folly  of  this  charge  has 
been  well  rouched  by  my  Kon.  Friend,  who  afies  whether 
the  Diredtory  muif  come  to  this  Houfe  to  know  that  Brabant 
is  annexed  to  France,  or  that  Buonaparte  has  conquered  in 
Italy  ? The  principle  of  fuch  an  objection  therefore,  is  folly 
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vn  the  extreme,  but  the  confequence  would  be  ruin  ; for  that 
obje&ion  goes  to  the  fupprelhon  of  all  freedom  of  fpeech, 
and  in  a debate  on  the  flate  of  the  nation,  defires  that  mem- 
bers may  not  touch  on  the  calamities  of  the  war,  or  the 
miferies  of  the  empire.  If,  indeed,  the  Mini  dry  had  only 
done  a little  mifchief,  then,  indeed,  it  had  been  fafe  to  con- 
demn them,  but  when  they  have  ruined  their  country,  then 
the  member  afks  for  ftlencp  and  fupport ; he  acknowledges 
the  recital  of  their  condudf  to  be  a recital  of  national  ruin, 
and  he  only  defires  that  we  fh all  conceal  what  we  know'  to 
be  notorious,  and  {hall  fupport  w'hat  he  confeffes  to  he  ruin- 
ous : They  mention  the  moderation  of  Mr.  Fox — I am  always 
happy  when  juftice  is  done  to  a great  and  much  injured 
name — I am  happy  that  they  bear  teftimony  to  his  modera- 
tion. In  victory  it  is  perfectly  confident  with  fuperior  natures 
to  decline  the  triumph,  and  reft  fatisfied  with  the  conqueft  ; 
but  I do  believe  that  Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  Chatham  never  con- 
cealed the  offences  of  Minifters,  under  the  pretence  of  con- 
cealing the  weaknefs  of  the  empire.  In  March,  95,  Mr. 
Fox  fpoke  on  the  date  of  the  nation,  when  he  went  at  large 
into  all  the  points,  commerce,  conqueft,  revenue  and  re- 
fources.  Lord  Chatham,  in  the  American  war,  exprefted 
hirnfelf  in  one  of  his  fpeeches  from  the  poet — u But  yefter- 
4‘  day  the  name  of  England  would  have  ftood  againft  the 
t(  world — now  lies  (he  there.”  If  a prophet  had  ftood  by 
his  fide,  and  had  predicted  that  the  day  was  not  far  off  when 
the  condition  of  his  country  would  become  fo  much  more 
degraded,  that  compared  with  it  the  date  of  which  he  then 
.fpoke  was  meridian  glory,  what  fhould  he  have  laid  ? Hi? 
fon  had  inveighed  at  the  degraded  and  ruinous  date  to  which 
Great- Britain  had  been  funk,  under  the  Minifter  of  the 
American  war;  that  Lord  may  now  come  forth  from  his 
grave,  and  from  that  of  the  empire,  and  fay,  art  thou  be- 
come like  unto  us?  However,  without  further  inftances  it 
has  been,  and  as  long  as  Liberty  lafts  mud  be  the  conftant 
practice  of  parliament,  to  date  openly  and  fully  the  crimes 
of  hisMajefty’s  Minifters,  tho’  connected  with  the  weaknefs 
of  the  empire  : That  fuch  ftatemem  makes  no  difeovery  to 
the  enemy  ; they  know'  the  progrefs  of  your  arms,  the  fall  of 
your  Hocks,  and  the  produce  of  your  revenue  ; but  the  want 
of  fuch  a ftatement,  the  fuppreffion  of  the  public  voice,  the 
atquiefcence  of  every  man  in  the  country  under  miicondudt 
at  home  and  abroad — that,  indeed,  would  be  to  the  enemy 
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a momentous  and  very  valuable  difcovery  : It  would  prove 
that  the  Miniftry  had  conquered  the  people,  as  the  French 
had  conquered  the  Minifter  : That  he  had  obtained  a victory 
over  the  conftitution,  as  they  had  obtained  a victory  over 
the  empire — That  you  were  not  only  beaten  but  contented— 
and  that  thefe  iflands  under  the  double  operation  of  external 
defeat  and  domeftic  corruption,  were  incapable  of  an  effort, 
had  loft  their  conftitutional,  their  national  and  their  military 
fuperiority  ; But  that  if  there  was  a language  that  could  be 
called  invitation,  if  it  were  poflible  for  an  Irifti  member  of 
parliament  to  invite  invafion,  if  it  were  poflible  for  a mem* 
ber  of  this  Houfe  to  give  encouragement  to  France  beyond 
all  example  or  imitation,  there  was  the  member  who  had 
done  it,  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s 
Secretary,  the  reprefentative  of  the  Englifli  cabinet  in  Ireland, 
who  had  fpoken  as  follows:  “ The  exclufion  of  Catholics 
from  parliament  and  the  ftate,  is  neceflary  for  the  crown  and 
the  connexion — that  he  is  ready  to  meet  the  queftion  now — 
that  he  was  ready  to  fupport  it  with  life  and  fortune.”  This 
dreadful,  this  deadly,  this  wild,  and  this  fatal  profcription, 
when  he  is  calling  for  Volunteers  to  enrol  in  the  fervice, 
what  language,  what  denunciation,  what  dilation  could 
France  have  fuggefted  more  opportune  in  time,  more  preg* 
nant  in  difaffe&ion,  or  more  authoritative  in  mifchief?  His 
pra&ical  logic  has  been,  that  in  times  of  apprehended  inva- 
sion it  is  perilous  to  hold  the  language  of  reconciliation,  and 
difcreet  to  hold  the  language  of  profcription — eternal  and 
indefeafible  profcription  ! denounced  by  a Minifter  of  the 
Crown,  fpeaking  to  three-fourths  of  his  Majefty's  fubje£ts. 
France  knew  perfedlly  well  that  fhe  had  gained  Brabant,  but 
fhe  did  not  know  till  now  that  fhe  had  gained  in  the  councils 
of  the  King  of  England,  that  fatal  partizan,  who,  with  the 
beft  intention  in  the  world,  could  thus  in  his  Majefty’s  do- 
minions, and  from  his  feat  in  parliament  recruit  for  the 
French  Republic  : The  member  may  rely  on  it,  the  Catholic 
— the  Irifh  will  not  long  fubmit  to  fuch  an  interdict ; they 
will  not  fuffer  a ftranger  (amiable  as  the  Right  Hon.  Member 
may  be,  he  is  but  a ftranger)  to  tell  us  on  what  proud  terms 
Englifh  government  will  confent  to  rule  in  Ireland,  ftili  lefs 
to  pronounce  and  di&ate  the  incapacity  of  the  natives,  as 
the  terms  of  her  dominion,  and  the  bafe  condition  of  our 
connexion  and  allegiance.  We  love  the  monarchy,  and  we 
love  the  conne&ion,  as  compatible  with,  and  inftrumental 
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to  the  prefervation  of  Irifh  liberties — preferring  our  own 
liberties  and  our  own  people  of  all  religions,  to  all  things, 
and  to  all  other  countries.  Rely  on  it,  the  Miniftry  mult 
retract  that  denunciation— I will  hazard  my  credit  that  they 
{hall  retraCt  that  denunciation — they  have  not  the  madnefs — 
they  have  not  the  audacity — they  have  not  the  power  to  abide 
by  it.  I would  appeal  to  their  own  country  againft  them, 
a#  J implore  that  her  deareft  intereff,  and  next  to  herfelf,  her 
lall  ftrength,  the  phyfical  force  of  Ireland,  may  not  be  loft 
to  Great-Britain  by  fuch  abominable,  unauthorifed,  fenfelefs, 
and  diabolic  profeription.  How  much  fafer  our  plan  of  op- 
pofition,  as  you  call  it,  our  amendment  of  conciliation  ? — the 
oniy  principle  of  peace  and  of  ftrength — -with  it  you  need 
not  tremble  at  the  fword  of  France,  nor  the  pen  of  Paine — 
without  it  you  will  become  a prey  to  any  enemy — “ You 
“ will  require,”  to  ufe  the  words  of  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
“ neither  the  valour  of  an  Achilles,  ncr  the  wifdom  of  a 
“ Neftor,  nor  the  eloquence  of  an  Ulyffes  to  undo  you  ;’f 
Therfites  himfelf  will  be  fufficient  for  the  purpofe. 

It  is,  he  faid,  of  lefs  moment  to  add  a few  obfervations  to  the 
objection  of  incOnftftency.  1 fupported  the  war  ?tis  true — I 
now  oppofe  the  Minifter  who  cannot  conduCt  the  war:  I op- 
pofe  the  Miniftry,  who,  giving  up  the  alledged  objects  of  the 
war,  give  no  promifing  hopes  of  their  capacity  to  negociate 
a peace,  and  who  are  the  lefs  likely  to  conclude  a peace 
with  honour,  becaufe  they  have  proved  themfelves  incompe- 
tent to  conduct  a war  with  fuccefs.  I now  oppofe  a Miniftry, 
who  in  the  courfe  of  the  war  had  obtained  from  Ireland  un- 
paralleled fupport,  and  who  had  requited  that  unparalleled 
fupport  by  unparalleled  duplicity,  and  had  neither  given  equa- 
lity to  her  trade,  nor  emancipation  to  her  Catholic;  two 
meafures  ftipulated  by  our  patriotifm,  and  withheld  by  their 
perfidy  : He  faid  further,  that  the  mifcoftduCt  of  the  Mi- 
niftry  in  Ireland  had  added  a new  dagger  to  the  war ; that 
by  their  mifconduCt  abroad  they  had,  as  they  alledged,  brought 
the  enemy  to  your  ifland ; and  by  their  mifconduCt  at  home, 
deprived  you  of  that  real  and  warm  heart,  which  ftiouid 
repel  it,  and  had  thus  by  their  difgraeeful  conduct  abroad, 
and  by  their  unconftitutiona!  conduct  at  home,  made  it 
tfecefTary  to  get  fid  of  the  war,  or  to  get  rid  of  the  admi- 
niftration.  He  faid,  he  could  not  fit  down  without  expref- 
fing  how  little  fatisfied  he  was  with  the  excufes  advanced 
for  neglecting  the  religious  war  of  Armagh  ; he  faid,  govern- 
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rtient  had  not  exerted  all  the  powers  which  the  law  gave  it ; 
had  government  dii'miffed  any  of  the  magiflrates  ? — Will 
government  fay  they  had  no  ground  for  fo  doing? — Will 
government  fay  that  in  a year  and  a half,  with  40,000  fol- 
diers,  and  with  fummary  laws,  that  would  have  enabled  them 
to  pull  down  the  liberties  of  the  whole  ifland,  that  they 
could  not  reduce  that  county  to  order  ? I cannot  but  think 
the  audacity  of  the  mob  arofe  from  a confidence  in  the 
connivance  of  government  ; under  an  adminiftration  fent 
here  to  defeat  a Catholic  bill,  a Proteftant  mob  very  natu- 
rally conceives  itfelf  a part  of  the  date,  and  exercifes  the 
power  of  life  and  death  and  tranfportation,  and  murder  and 
rape,  with  triumph  ; and,  with  the  Teeming  fympathy  of  the 
court  religion,  the  magiflrates  retire  from  the  feene  of  ac- 
tion, except  fuch  as  fecretly  foment,  or  openly  encourage  ; 
the  government  at  Jaft  comes  forward,  recites  and  claffes  all 
the  outrages  of  the  country,  that  outrage  only  excepted  : — 
the  prudent  mover  of  certain  refolutions  confined  himfelf 
merely  to  thofe  murders  which  are  unpopular  at  the  Caflle, 
and  provides  fuch  remedies  as  have  nothing  to  fay  to  the 
North  ; — the  claufe  of  compenfation  which  promifed  fome 
relief,  is  propofed  and  rejected  ; and  at  the  end  of  feven 
months,  are  we  furprized  to  find  in  fuch  a government,  that 
the  violence  which  affli&s  the  Catholic  has  been  fuffered  to 
continue?  Protefilion  and  proscription  are  incompatible — the 
government  that  proferibes  their  privilege  will  not  protect 
their  perfon.  He  faid,  there  were  other  objedlions  touching 
trade  and  revenue  and  the  debt  of  the  war,  in  which  he 
feared  he  was  right,  but  would  not  delay  the  night  to  difeufs, 
fave  only  to  obferve,  that  we  bad  voted  5,000,0001.  and  the 
member  tells  us  we  had  not  paid  off  one,  and  the  Mr- 
nifter  has  called  us  together  to  vote  more;  fo  that  his  account 
and  mine  will  differ  but  little,  nor  is  his  ftate  cf  the  revenue 
more  confoling,  when  it  makes  the  revenue  of  this  year  lefs 
than  the  former,  though  compofed  of  the  full  produce  of 
the  new  taxes  and  the  payment  of  the  arrearage  of  the  old 
revenue:  But  whatever  may  be  the  difference  of  quantity, 
his  conclufion  mud  he  mine,  namely,  that  our  our  exertions 
in  this  war  have  exceeded  the  ability  of  the  country,  or  the 
gratitude  of  her  adminiftration. 
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On  a divilion  the  numbers  were. 

Ayes,  for  the  amendment  - 

Noes,  - - 1 49J  J J J 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes,  MelT.  Grattan  and  W.  Ponfonby— 
Noes,  Mr.  Cuffe  and  Mr.  Vefey. 

The  Addrefs  then  pafied  in  the  affirmative. 

Lord  Jocelyn  moved  an  Addrefs  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, which  was  carried  nem>  con . 

The  Attorney  General  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a bill,  hmilar  to  fuch  as  have  been  enacted  on  like  occafions 
when  invafion  threatened  the  coafls  in  England,  to  empower 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  other  Chief  Governor  or  Gover- 
nors of  this  kingdom,  to  take  up  and  detain  all  fuch  perfons 
as  were  fufpected  ot  ireafonable  practices ; and  leave  being 
given,  the  bill  was  forthwith  prefented,  read  a firft  and  fe- 
cond  time,  and  committed  for  to-morrow. — After  which  the 
Houfe  adjourned,  being  half  paid  two  o’clock. 


FRIDAY OCTOBER  I 4. 

SUSPENSION  OF  THE  HABEAS  CORPUS  ACT, 


The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a committee  (agreeable  to 
the  order  of  the  day)  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£t, 
Mr.  Mafon  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  were  he  to 
ftand  alone  in  eppofing  fuch  a meafure,  he  jfhould  combat 
every  oppolition  in  refilling  it,  though  he  expofed  himfeif 
to  general  cenfure.  He  had  every  refpedt  for  his  Excellency, 
who  was  nominally  the  author  of  the  meafure,  while  it  really 
belonged  to  others.  He  was  aware  that  the  prefent  members 
of  adminiftration  in  this  country,  were  men  of  vindictive 
ipiiit,  and  he  did  not  wifh  to  entruft  the  whole  perfonaj 
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liberty  of  the  fubjedi  to  lovers  of  vengeance.  What,  after 
parting  of  the  bill  into  a law,  might  they  not  do  ? They 
might  apprehend  any  perlon  obnoxious  to  them,  without 
even  giving  reafons  for  fuch  arbitrary  condudfc,  and  leave 
them  to  languish  in  gaol  as  long  as  they  thought  proper.  He 
wiftied  the  Houfe  to  make  a material  diftindbion  with 
regard  to  words.  Minifters  confounded  the  words  Admi- 
yiiftration  and  Government ; they  wi fhed  to  {hew  all  who 
-qppofed  their  meafures  as  inimical  to  King  and  conftitution. 
He  was  convinced  there  was  a great  portion  of  difafFedtiqn 
to  the  prefent  adminiftration,  but  he  could  not  think  the 
quantum  of  difaffe&ion  to  the  conftitution  was  much  ; he 
4id  not  mean  to  fay  there  were  none  difaffedfed  to  the  confu- 
tation, but  he  was  aware  that  no  quantity  of  {edition  or 
treafon  exifted  fo  great  or  prevalent  as  to  jurtify  the  parting 
of  Juch  an  arbitrary  law.  What,  after  all,  was  the  end  pro- 
posed ? Was  it  meant  as  a greater  protedbion  to  the  King  and 
conftitution  ? No — it  was  defigned  as  an  inftrument  of  terror 
and  vengeance  in  the  hands  of  Minifters.  In  this  idea  he 
would  always  oppofe  it,  and  therefore  he  moved  that  the 
chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  Prime  Serjeant  faid,  if  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was 
jferious  in  his  difbelief  of  the  exiftence  of  treafonable  confpi- 
racies  in  this  country,  he  mu  ft  have  rejedled  the  evidence  of 
his  eyes  and  ears  ; he  himfelf  knew,  both  as  a private  gen- 
tleman and  a profeflional  man,  that  fpch  treafons  did  exift. — ■ 
Numberlefs  concurring  inftances  were  notorioufly  in  proof  of 
this  fadt,  from  the  trial  and  convidfion  of  Jackfon  to  that 
of  Weldon  and  his  accomplices  ; that  of  Traynor  and  other 
traitors,  who  were  convidfed  on  the  cleared:  evidence,  proved 
the  fadt  beyond  all  rational  doubt,  and  therefore  he  contended 
for  the  neceflity  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  D uqjjery  wifhed  to  excite  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tlemen to  a queftion  of  the  greeted  moment — -A  great  por- 
tion of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjett  was  to  be  facrificed  without 
any  evidence  to  juftify  fuch  a meafure.  He  was  aflonifhed 
on  hearing  that  the  Attorney  General,  at  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  of  fuch  a nature  ; 
— a bill  to  take  away  from  the  fubjedt  what  had  been  allowed 
by  all  conftitutional  lawyeis  the  bulwark  of  freedom,  the  nmil 
eflential  part  of  the  conftitution,  next  to  Magna  Charts.  fie 
a iked  the  Right  Hon  Gentleman  were  tv/o  days  enough  to 

repeal 


[ 53  ] 

repeal  this  act,  which  preferved  to  the  fubje£k  his  cleared: 
right,  his  perfonai  liberty.  If  the  people  of  this  country 
were  to  be  deprived  of  this  invaluable  blefling  till  the  firft  of 
Augufl  next,  heafked  the  Attorney  General  ought  the  bill  be 
prefled  forward  with  fuch  alarming  rapidity  ? Was  it  fair,  was 
it  decent  or  gentlemanly,  to  hurry  it  through  all  the  ftagesup 
to  the  committal  on  the  firft  night  of  the  feflion,  and  that  too 
after  attention  had  been  exhaufled  by  a long  and  important 
debate  ? 

In  England,  when  fuch  a law  had  been  reforted  to,  the 
Britifh  Minifler  had  given  fufficient  previous  notice,  and  col- 
lected a mafs  of  evidence  ; and  he  mud  wonder,  and  it  mud 
pierce  the  feelings  of  an  Irifhman,  to  perceive  ail  the  fhelter 
of  the  fubjefit  to  be  removed,  without  the  fmalleft  proof  that 
a confpiracy  exifted,  or  if  it  exifted,  without  allowing  time 
for  difcufling  the  expediency  of  the  fufpenfion.  It  waspreflf- 
ed  on  with  a hurry  that  was  ufual  in  mere  matters  of  courfe ; 
and  here  he  begged  leave  to  fay  that  the  Houfe  had  no  right 
to  take  the  bare  aflertion  of  men  in  office  as  any  plea  to  fa~ 
tisfy  the  meTure.  In  England  the  Minifler  made  abomina- 
ble ufe  of  the  fufpenfion  of  Habeas  Corpus , he  caufed  unfor- 
tunate men  to  be  arrefted,  thrown  into  prifon,  where  they 
were  left  to  pine,  fome  of  them  four,  fome  fix,  and  others 
nine  months — and  yet  the  whole  of  this  mighty  charge  ended, 
in  what  \—That  they  were  guilty  of  no  confpiracy — they  were 
tried  and  acquitted  by  a jury  ot  their  country.  What  was 
the  confequence  ? The  Britifh  Minifler  found  that  he  became 
odious,  and  relinquifhed  the  continuance  of  the  fufpenfion — ■ 
he  allowed  it  to  die  a natural  death,  and  fuffered  the  liberty 
of  the  fubjedt  to  furvive.  But  his  refentment  did  not  die 
with  the  adt  ; afhamed  however  of  profecuting  it  in  Eng- 
land, he  transferred  the  relics  of  his  refentment  to  this  de- 
voted country.  He  was  fatisfied  that  his  friends  on  this  fide 
the  water  would  acquiefce  and  help  him  to  fupprefs  the  fpirifc 
of  reform,  which  had  been  cherifhed  under  the  ffiade  of 
liberty.  But  ought  there  not  be  fome  ground  to  go  on  ! Was 
the  treafon  of  Jackfon  enough  to  juftify  the  fufpenfion  ? The 
correfpcndence  of  Jackfon  was  in  England  and  parts  abroad,, 
Jackfon  was  not  an  Irifhman.  Or  again,  for  the  fake  of  ar- 
gument, he  would  admit  that  Jackfon  had  a party  in  this 
country;  why  then  did  Minifters  wait  till  the  mifchief  was 
over;  why  did  they  apply  a poflhumous  remedy  when  the 
danger  was  no  more  ? 

He 
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He  favv  the  bill  was  dire£fly  pointed  againfi  the  lawful  and 
eonftitutional  efforts  of  the  Catholics  to  effedf  their  emanci- 
pation ; to  prevent  every  laudable  attempt  which  they  might 
refort  to.  And  it  was  alfo  meant  as  a bugbear  to  drive  the 

country  gentlemen  into  the  meafures  of  adminiftralion. 

Why  was  there  not  a fecret  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  or  not  fuch  a gonfpiracy  had  exified  ? Surely  the  Houfe 
■was  not  to  rely  on  a ffioit  fpeech  from  the  firff  law  officer  of 
the  crow  n,  as  fufficient  evidence  to  repeal  the  Habeas  Corpus. 
The  Engiiffi  minifiry  had  laid  on  the  table  a voluminous 
weight  of  evidence,  to  induce  the  Commons  to  repeal  the 
law  ; but  here  vve  were,  he  obferved,  called  on  to  give  up 
the  greeted  portion  of  our  prefen t liberty,  on  the  word  or 
a law  officer,  who  laid  that  a traitorous  confpiracy  exified. 
There  were  lately,  he  faid,  infignificant  perfons  apprehended 
in  the  North,  on  fufpicion  of  trealonable  practices;  was  it 
iufficient  to  induce  parliament  to  enact  fuch  a law  ? He  wifh- 
ed  minifters  to  confider  the  tendency  of  their  meafures;  they 
ought  rather  to  infpire  amongft  the  people  a love  of  their 
King  and  government,  than  to  goad  them  to  refinance.  There 
were  no  dangers  of  invafion  ; the  fleet  fent  abroad  to  New- 
foundland, and  elfewhere,  fhewed  that  no  invafion  was  ap- 
prehended ; and  the  late  fucceffies  of  the  Aufirian  arms,  were 
an  argument  in  point,  that  the  French  could  not  fpare  forces 
for  a defcent  on  thefe  kingdoms.  Mr.  Duquery  concluded 
an  excellent  fpeech,  by  faying  that  laft  feflions  the  trial  by 
jury  had  been  voted  away  ; and  this  was  to  be  made  memo- 
rable by  repealing  the  Habeas  Corpus. 

Attorney  General  combated  in  a long  fpeech,  the 
arguments  of  Mr.  Duquery,  and  mentioned  all  the  precedents 
which  had  been  reforted  to,  as  a juftification  of  the  bill. 
There  were  fifteen  perfons,  he  obferved,  lately  committed 
by  a warrant  from  the  King’s  Bench,  not  infignificant  per- 
fons, as  the  Hon.  and  Learned  Member  called  them,  but 
perfons  of  property  and  fome  influence,  who  joined  to  fow 
fedition  and  create  difaffefition  againfl  the  King  and  confuta- 
tion. Befide,  the  former  trials  fhewed  that  there  exified  a 
rooted  confpiracy  in  this  country,  which  called  aloud  for 
coercion  and  prevention.  Beiide,  it  was  notorious  that  there 
had  been  emiffaries  from  France,  to  open  the  way  to  an 
invafion;  and  the  members  of  the  Convention,  in  their 
fpeeches  talked  of  preparations  for  an  invafion.  This,  along 
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with  the  information  given  in  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne, 
was  enough  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  agree  to  the  bill. 

Col.  Blaqjjiere  faid  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  declare 
what  he  knew  ; but  if  the  bill  was  not  patted  into  a lav/,  he 
did  not  hefitate  to  fay,  the  nation  would  be  put  to  trouble. 

Mr.  Fletcher  faid, he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  animad- 
vert on  the  impropriety  of  obtruding  on  the  Houfe  this  morn- 
ing, at  an  unfeafonable  hour,  a meafure  of  fuch  magnitude 
as  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  law  ; he  too  mufc 
remark,  with  feme  degree  of  afperity,  upon  the  indecent 
fpeed  with  which  fuch  a bill,  fo  introduced,  was  now  fought 
to  be  hurried  through  the  Houfe.  It  had  been  truly  obferved 
by  the  great  elementary  writer  on  the  law  and  conflitution, 
that  attacks  on  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeCt  had  a more  dan- 
gerous tendency  than  direCt  violation  of  thole  laws,  which 
guarded  the  property  and  life  of  the  people.  Invafions  of 
thofe  laws  were  fo  alarming  in  their  nature,  fo  directly 
tended  to  deftroy  the  principles  of  a facial  (late,  and  of  every 
regular  government,  that  they  demanded,  and  almoft  gene- 
rally met  with,  an  immediate,  a general,  and,  of  courfe, 
an  effectual  refinance  on  the  part  of  the  people.  But  the 
unhappy  viCtirn  of  minifterial  vengeance,  w’ho  is  torn  from 
his  neareft  and  deareft  connections,  and  is  hurried  awav  from 
amidft  the  bofom  of  his  family,  and  immerfed  within  the 
walls  of  a dungeon  of  (late,  without  the  means  of  ascer- 
taining his  crime,  or  of  knowing  his  accufer,  lies  there  neg- 
lected and  forgotten.  It  is  known  to  every  perfon  but 
flightly  converfant  with  the  fubjeCt,  that  the  abufe  of  the 
power  of  iftuing  lettres  de  cachet , under  the  old  government 
of  France,  was  felt  to  be  more  intolerable  than  the  com- 
bined weight  of  all  the  other  grievances  under  which  the 
nation  groaned.  It  had  been  computed,  that  for  a feries  of 
years  antecedent  to  the  deftruClion  of  that  government,  upon 
an  average,  not  a letter  number  than  3000  lettres  de  cachet 
had  been  annually  iflued.  Thus,  there  had  occurred  in 
that  wretched  country,  under  the  ancient  government,  every 
year,  30CO  examples  of  minifterial  vengeance  ; or  what,  per- 
haps, was  ft  ill  more,  3000  opportunities  had  been  annually 
given  to  the  runners  and  jobbers  of  the  Minifter,  of  gratify- 
ing individual  malice,  and  private  rancour,  under  the  colour 
and  femblance  of  protecting  the  government.  The  prefent 
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bill  was  a law  to  legalize  lettres  de  cachet  in  this  kingdom, 
and  its  direct  operation  was  to  lay  under  the  feet,  not  of  the 
Englifh  Minifter,  but  of  the  agents  and  fadtors  of  an  Eng- 
lifh  Minifter,  the  perfonal  liberty  of  every  man  in  the 
country.  But  was  this  power  in  thefe  times  likely,  to  be 
abufed  ? let  the  conduct  of  the  Englifh  Minifter  in  the  lifter 
country,  and  his  agents,  jobbers  and  contradtors  here,  ftnce 
lince  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  calamitous  war,  an- 
fwer  the  quell  ion.  But  the  Right  Hon.  and  Learned  Gen- 
tleman, who  introduced  the  bill,  had  difcovered,  that  in 
times  of  public  danger  and  great  emergency,  the  operation 
of  this  lalutary  law,  the  Habeas  Corpus  adf  had  been  fuf- 
pended  ; and  he  had  faid  on  the  prefent  occafion,  that  he 
had  fought  no  more  than  the  application  of  this  principle. 
He  voted  againft  the  bill. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Stanley,  Sir  F.  Flood,  Mr.  Ormsby, 
and  Mr.  Holmes,  fupported  the  expediency  of  palling  the 
bill  into  a law. 

Mr.  W.  Ponsonby  voted  againft  it, 

Mr.  Ogle  and  Sir  E.  Newenham  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Curran  conjured  theHoufeto  refledfc  ferioufly  upon 
the  moment  that  had  been  chofen  by  adminiftration  for  the 
bringing  in  of  the  bill ; he  thought  it  a melancholy  proof  of 
their  want  of  temper,  and  their  want  of  judgment.  His 
Right  Hon.  Friend  had  moved  an  amendment  to  the  addrels 
in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics ; it  was  a motion  of  the 
very  utmoft  importance  ; in  the  debates  upon  that  motion 
the  rights  of  the  Roman  Catholics  had  been  ftrongly  urged, 
and  as  ftrongly  oppofed  ; the  difpofition  of  the  adminiftration 
towards  them  was  fully  manifefted,  and  the  motion  was  re- 
medied $ of  the  propriety  of  that  rejedlion  he  would  not 
fpeak,  he  could  not  but  lament  it ; he  lamented  ftill  more 
the  effedt  that  he  was  lure  the  making  of  the  prefent  bill 
the  immediate  fequel  to  that  rejedlion  would  have  on  the 
public  mind.  Mr.  Curran  dwelt  ftrongly  upon  the  indifcrc- 
tion  of  Minifters,  in  thus  appearing  to  make  the  bill  be  an 
attack  and  an  infult  upon  the  Catholics ; and  then  replied  to 
the  arguments  that  had  been  ufed  in  fupport  of  the  mealure  ; 
he  adverted  to  the  bills  of  the  laft  felTion,  and  declared  that 
the  Habeas  Corpus  adt  was  almoft  the  only  remaining  guar- 
dian 
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dian  of  our  liberties,  and  that  the  Miniftry  had  ftabbed  the 
guardian  upon  its  port  and  in  the  dark  ; the  Houfe  was  ex- 
handed  by  a long  debate  upon  a fubje<5t  of  the  laft  import- 
ance to  the  union  and  to  the  peace  of  the  country  ; thofe 
members  of  parliament  who  were  likely  to  defend  this  laft 
privilege  of  the  people  were  withdrawn,  and  it  was  not  till 
till  the  next  morning  that  they  were  told,  in  their  beds,  that 
the  Habeas  Corpus  bill  was  repealed  ; that  facred  palladium 
of  our  liberties,  he  faid,  which  was  never  fuffered  to  deep, 
ought  not  to  be  ftolen  from  us  while  we  {lumbered.  He  afk- 
ed,  why  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors  had  oppofed  fo  many 
checks  to  the  progrefs  of  a bill  through  parliament  ? He 
afked,  whether  thofe  checks  u>ere  intended  only  to  prevent 
the  precipitation  of  meafures  of  no  moment,  and  that  the 
deareft  interefts,  and  moft  facred  privileges  of  the  fubje£t, 
were  to  be  left  expofed  to  all  the  fatal  confequences  of  rafti- 
nefs  and  intemperance  ? He  faid,  before  a bill  could  be  laid 
before  the  Houfe,  its  leave  mud  be  afked  and  obtained,  for 
bringing  it  in — here  it  might  be  debated  and  oppofed  in  its 
very  firft  onfet ; it  was  then,  by  the  leave  of  the  Houfe,  to 
be  read  a firft  time,  and  upon  this  reading  its  principle  was 
to  be  difcuffed  ; a day  is  then  appointed  for  the  farther  dif- 
cuflion  of  its  principle  upon  a fecond  reading  ; it  is  then,  if 
fo  far  approved  of,  to  be  confidered,  and,  if  poffible,  to  be 
amended  by  a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe.  Had  the  con- 
ftitution,  he  afked,  no  object  in  all  thefe  provifions  for  deli- 
beration, or  was  fuch  deliberation  intended  to  be  only  upon 
trifles  ? 

He  then  dated  the  progrefs  of  this  bill  to  its  prefent 
dage  ; at  two  in  the  morning,  he  faid,  the  Houfe  was  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  repeal  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6t ; 
at  five  minutes  paft  two  in  the  morning  the  bill  was  read  a 
firft  time,  and  after  grave  and  mature  deliberation  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read,  and  was  accordingly  read  a fe- 
cond time  at  ten  minutes  after  two  in  the  morning ; 
irs  principle  was  then  fully  confidered  and  approved  of  ; 
and  at  fifteen  minutes  after  two  in  the  morning  it  was 
laid  before  a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe.  He  afked 
what  peculiar  and  extraordinary  urgency  had  been  ftated 
for  refuting  to  fuch  a bill  the  deliberation  of  eight  and 
forty  hours  ; and  he  infifted,  that  whatever  arguments  had 
been  offered  for  the  neceffity  of  paffing  fuch  a bill 
at  all,  not  one  had  been  even  infinuated  for  forcing  it 
into  a law,  without  examination  and  without  reflection  ; he 
believed  there  was  but  one  motive  for  it,  and  that  was  to 
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create  ail  unfounded  alarm  in  the  country,  and  if  pofiible  to 
Plence  the  murmurs  of  the  people.  If  MiniPers  wifhed  to 
excite  alarm,  he  faid,  they  might  lucceed,  they  had  already 
fucceeded  ; their  induPrious  reports  of  an  invalion,  of  which 
he  was  convinced  they  had  no  apprehenfion,  had  nearly  de- 
ployed public  credit  in  the  South  ; he  faid  he  had  it  from 
what  he  believed  the  beP  authority,  and  upon  fuch  matters 
he  could  only  fpeak  from  information,  that  in  Cork  and  at 
W aterford  difcount  was  wholly  Popped.  If  MiniPers  hoped  to 
difmay  the  people  with  Plence,  he  told  them  they  could  not 
terrify  them  into  apathy,  and  that  they  might  exafperate 
their  abhorrence  into  violence. 

He  then  examined  at  fome  length  the  nature  of  what 
had  been  adduced  as  evidence  of  a treafonable  confede- 
ration now  exiPing  in  the  country,  and  which  had  been 
urged  as  the  juPification  of  the  meafure  before  the 
Houfe.  It  could  not,  he  faid,  be  denied,  that  there  had 
been  treafon  in  the  country,  becaufe  feveral  men  had  been 
long  fince  tried  and  conviCted,  and  executed  as  traitors  : 
but  he  denied  that  there  was  any  evidence  whatever  before 
the  Houfe,  of  a treafonable  confederation  now  fubfiP- 
ing ; he  reprobated,  with  great  emotion,  the  confidering  a 
paffage  in  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne  as  evidence  upon 
which  to  pafs  a bill  of  attainder  againP  the  conPitution  ; and 
faid,  that  if  fuch  a dodlrine  were  to  be  endured,  it  would  be 
at  any  time  in  the  powrer  of  a corrupt  MiniPer  to  lay  the 
people  at  his  feet.  He  inilPed  that  the  affertions  of  the 
Attorney  General,  even  if  they  could  be  admitted  as  evidence, 
amounted  to  no  more  than  that  informations  had  been  fworn 
againP  them  for  crimes,  the  nature  of  which  had  not  been 
difclofed,  and  that  they  had  been  apprehended.  That  as  to 
the  late  imprifonment  of  pcrfons  from  the  North,  he  would 
not  fay  it  was  a mere  pretext  for  the  introduction  of  this 
bill,  he  difclaimed  the  idea  of  making  fo  horrid  a charge, 
but  he  could  not  but  fay  it  was  no  foundation  whatever  for 
fuch  a hill  ; to  fay  that  it  was,  would  be  to  fay  thofe  perfons 
were  guilty — to  pronounce  them  guilty  without  the  forms  of 
trial.  He  declared  that  whatever  fails  had  been  Pated  to 
the  Houle,  had  only  tended  to  (hew  that  the  bill  was  unne- 
ceiTary  ; that  men  fufpe&ed  of  treafon  againP  the  govern- 
ment might  be  apprehended  and  detained  without  the  bill  ; 
but  that  if  the  only  confederation,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtain- 
ing, by  conPitutional  means,  a reform  in  the  reprefentation, 
it  was  not  a circumPance  that  could  juPify  the  Houfe  in  aban- 
doning the  people,  and  laying  their  liberty  at  the  mercy  of 
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the  executive  power.  Mr.  Curran  concluded  by  declaring 
he  Should  vote  for  Mr.  M a Ton’s  leaving  the  chair. 

The  Solicitor-General  condoled  with  Mr.  Curran, 
who  had  juft  fat  down,  upon  what  he  had  Suffered  in  the 
Service  of  his  country,  to  which  he  wifhed  to  give  tranquil- 
lity by  other  means  than  the  learned  gentleman  and  his  friends 
had  purfued.  He  adverted  to  the  two  notable  reafons  which 
the  gentleman  who  laft  fpoke  had  urged  againft  the  bill, 
namely,  ftrft,  that  the  bills  of  fome  of  his  friends  would  not 
be  discounted  ; and  Secondly,  that  the  meafure  would  be  re- 
ftri6tive  of  the  perfonal  liberty  of  thofe  who  were  engaged 
in  the  arduous  work  of  purifying  the  representation  of  the 
people.  What  a lamentable  thing  it  is,  faid  he,  to  check  the 
ardour  of  fo  valuable  a fet  of  men,  and  that  the  credit  of 
one  part  of  his  friends  Should  be  rendered,  if  poftible,  more 
defperate,  and  that  another  portion  of  them  Should  have 
their  perfoual  liberty  endangered  whilft  they  are  inviting 
foreign  aid  to  work  a parliamentary  reform  ! The  gentlemen 
at  the  other  fide  have  alfo  urged  that  the  meafure  muft  hurt 
the  feelings  of  the  Catholics  after  the  proceedings  of  the  laft 
night,  when  their  claims  were  rejected  ; and  it  has  been 
urged  by  one  of  them  (Mr.  Ponfonby)  that  the  law  would 
prove  a dangerous  inftrument  of  oppreflion  in  the  hands  of 
the  Minifter,  and  that  the  ftate  of  the  country  did  not  call 
for  it,  as  the  difaffeeftion  which  exifted  was  merely  againft 
the  adminiftration,  although  the  laft  fpeaker  (Mr.  Curran) 
has  in  exprefs  terms  admitted  that  a traitorous  confederacy 
exifts  within  the  land.  Such  is  the  conhftency  on  which 
this  hill  is  oppofed. 

It  has  been  faid,  alfo,  that  fufficient  evidence  has  not  been 
laid  before  the  Houfe  to  warrant  the  ufual  courfe  of  parlia- 
mentary proceeding,  and  a learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Fletcher) 
lias  laboured  to  Shew’  that  JackSon’s  convi&ion  was  but  a 
fcintilla  of  evidence , he  has  argued  as  if  all  the  other  recorded 
convitftions  of  treafon  were  no  evidence  at  all  of  a traitorous 
confederacy  at  prefent  exifting,  and  has  endeavoured  to  Shew 
that  the  courfe  taken  in  England  on  a late  occafton  by  a com- 
mittee of  inquiry  ought  to  have  been  "adopted  here.  The 
lawyer  that  would  upon  light  grounds  fufpend  the  Habeas 
Corpus  a£t,  would  (hew  that  he  had  little  knowledge  of, 
and  little  regard  to  that  excellent  and  valuable  law.  That 
law  was  intended  and  has  proved  itfelf  to  be  the  Safeguard  of 
British  liberty,  but  it  never  was  intended  that  it  ougne  to  be 

1 2 a SanCluarv 

j 


[ 6°  ] 

a fan£tuary  for  ruffians  and  an  afylum  for  traitors,  who  in 
dangerous  times  might  put  the  executive  power  to  defiance, 
whild  they  were  engaged  in  dark  confpiracies  to  burd  upon 
the  date,  before  that  fufficient  proof  could  be  collected  that 
would  be  competent,  in  the  flow  and  ordinary  progrefs  of  the 
law,  to  bring  the  offenders  to  judice.  But  if  a cafe  is  made 
for  the  Houle  upon  fatisfa&ory  evidence,  it  would  be  crimi- 
nal to  podpone  the  proceeding  on  which  we  are  engaged. 
As  to  precedents,  immediately  after  the  revolution  of  1688, 
upon  a meffage  from  King  William  delivered  by  Mr.  Hamb- 
den  to  the  Commons,  and  dating  that  the  king  had  got  in- 
formation that  many  meeting s and  cabals  were  held  in  England 
for  the  purpofe  of  confpiring  againft  his  fafety  and  that  of 
the  exiding  government,  and  dating  the  difficulty  (under  a 
due  regard  to  the  law)  of  arrefting  fufpeCded  perfons ; on  this 
ground  only,  the  Commons  forthwith  bring  in  the  bill  fimilar 
to  the  prefent,  order  it  to  be  engroffed,  it  was  paffed  with 
the  utmod  fpeed  through  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  with- 
in a very  few  days  it  paffed  into  a law.  That  leading  pre- 
cedent has  been  condantly  adverted  to,  and  that  too,  in  times 
where  no  a&ual  rebellion  exided  at  the  moment.  What  is 
the  cafe  here  ? Why  here  we  have  had  through  fucceffive 
years  not  only  the  exiding  notoriety  of  affociated  confpirators, 
but  we  have  had  a feries  of  convidfions  of  recorded  treafon 
fomented  by  French  agents  preparatory  to  an  expedted  inva- 
fion.  We  have  the  adt  of  indemnity  paffed  a few  months 
ago  in  favour  of  thofe  who  wTith  a laudable  and  magnani- 
mous  exertion  faved  the  country,  and  gained  the  univerfal 
applaufe  of  all  good  men  of  every  religion,  by  the  appre- 
hending of  dangerous  and  fufpecfed  perfons  of  the  very  de- 
fcription  of  thofe  upon  whom  the  prefent  law  is  meant  to 
attach,  although  fuch  arreds  were  not  conformable  to  the 
letter  of  the  law  as  it  hands,  and  rendered  the  adling  ma- 
giftrates  liable  to  great  hazard.  If  fuch  a law  as  this  had 
exified,  much  danger  would  have  been  averted.  But  if  the 
times  are  dangerous,  the  executive  power  lhould  be  enabled, 
under  the  imperious  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  to  prote£f  the  in- 
nocent by  extraordinary  means,  to  which  the  law  has  attach- 
ed a fufficient  refponiibility.  As  to  the  exiftence  of  the 
treafon,  the  gentleman  who  has  jud  fat  down  (Mr.  Curran) 
expredy  acknowledges  its  exiftence  within  the  kingdom;  but 
then  (fays  he)  it  has  not  contaminated  the  great  body  of  the 
people.  Sir,  I agree  with  him  that  the  great  body  is  dill 
untainted  ; the  cafe  would  be  defperate  indeed,  were  it  fo, 
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and  our  cbjedk  is  to  prevent  the  mifchief  from  fpreading 
through  the  great  body  of  the  people,  from  the  unremitting 
exertions  of  thofe  who  might  a£t  uncontrouled,  however 
fufpected,  were  the  legiflature  to  remain  criminally  inac- 
tive. After  the  dreadful  precedent  that  modern  times  afford 
of  what  may  be  effected  by  a few  inconfiderable  men  of 
defperate  enterprize,  who  affetfted  to  meliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  man,  and  who,  through  the  neglect  and  pufillani- 
mity  of  thofe  who  fhould  have  coerced  them,  have  deluged 
Europe  in  blood,  and  have  fpread  horror  and  devaluation 
wherever  their  principles  and  their  arms  have  prevailed — it 
behoves  us  to  guard  againft  the  fimilar  mifehiefs.  Thank 
God  ! thefe  countries  have  been  preferved  hitherto,  amidft 
the  calamities  of  furrounding  nations,  and  they  have  been 
faved  by  the  vigour  of  thofe  meafures  which  were  necefTary 
to  guard  againft  the  infidious  and  dark  machinations  of  fome, 
and  the  prefumptuous  and  inflammatory  declamations  of 
others — fuch  declamations  as,  during  the  courfe  of  your  long 
parliamentary  experience,  have  never  before  been  offered  to 
a legiflative  affembly  in  thefe  kingdoms.  On  this  as  well  as 
on  a former  evening,  we  have  been  told  that  a great  pro- 
portion of  the  people  is  alienated  and  difafFe<5f ed,  and  the 
rafli  and  incautious,  who  have  arrogated  to  themfelves  the 
exclufive  right  of  being  the  advocates  for  the  Catholics  and 
the  fupporters  of  their  claims,  have  argued  as  if  that  body 
were  (if  notin  a flate  of  revolt)  at  leaft  cold  in  their  alle- 
giance, and  unwilling  to  arm  in  defence  of  their  country,  and 
of  that  King  of  whofe  gracious  difpofttion  towards  them 
they  have  had  fuch  repeated  proofs.  Give  me  leave,  faid 
he,  to  refeue  that  great  body  of  men  from  fuch  unfounded 
obloquy,  a calumny  that  never  could  have  iffued  from  the 
mouth  of  a judicious  friend,  though  fuch  has  been  the  lan- 
guage of  men,  who  arrogate  the  power  of  wielding  their 
ftrength  againft  the  government,  as  auxiliary  to  their  ambi- 
tion ; who  have  rifked  their  claims  and  pretenftons  in  a little, 
peevifh,  and  frippery  amendment,  from  an  angry  oppofiticn, 
introduced  at  the  tail  of  an  Addrefs,  without  notice  to  the 
public,  or  communication  with  the  parties. — Now,  Sir,  al- 
low me;  faid  he,  to  fay  a word  for  the  Catholics  : — When 
the  government  had  lately  wifhed  to  put  the  country  into  a 
ftate  of  defence  againft  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies,  it 
called  upon  the  loyal  fpirit  of  Ireland,  and  with  a manly  con- 
fidence which  became  it,  the  arms  of  the  ftate  have  been 
offered  to  all  refpe£tab!e  men  of  every  denomination  and 
religion  to  prote£t  themfelves,  their  property,  their  families, 
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and  their  country,  again  ft  the  common  enemy.  And  I have 
the  pride  to  fay,  faid  he,  that  in  the  province  of  Munfter  I 
have  found,  (as  other  gentlemen  have  found  elfe where)  that 
the  ardour  and  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholics  have  refuted  the 
calumny  that  has  been  put  upon  them,  to  render  them  ob- 
noxious to  the  ftate  and  the  legiflature  of  their  country. 
Such  calumny  might  well  accord  with  the  wifhes  of  that 
rlluftrious  body  of  men,  the  United Irijhmen^  who,  like  others, 
have  pretended  to  be  zealous  in  that  caufe  which  they  have 
injured  ; a fet  of  men  who,  conftfting  of  fome  nominally 
Proteftants — fome  nominally  Prefbyterians — fome  nominally 
Catholics — but  in  reality,  of  men  not  burthened  with  any 
religion  at  all,  have  elevated  themfelves  to  be  the  faviours  of 
their  country,  and  have  fraternized  difciples  in  the  metropo- 
lis to  diffeminate  their  dodlrines,  and  prefide  at  their  com- 
mittees of  fafety  in  the  various  diftridds  of  the  kingdom. — 
Such  is  this  olio  of  this  revolutionary  compolltion,  which  has 
been  Hiidibrafticallv  defer ibed  — 

“ And  here  is  this  Committee  of  Safety  compounded, 

Of  Knave  and  of  Fool,  of  Bigot  and  Roundhead, 

“ On  bafts  of  treaion  and  tyranny  founded.-’ 

I am  well  aware,  Sir,  what  indefatigable  pains  have  been 
taken  to  keep  the  Catholics  and  others  from  embarking  in 
the  new  yeomanry  corps,  and  from  arming  under  the  authority 
of  the  crown.  The  fpeeches  of  gentlemen  upon  this  and  the 
laid  evening,  can  have  hut  one  interpretation  on  that  fubjedl ; 
from  the  ftrft  who  fpoke  to  the  laid  fpeaker  (Mr.  Curran) 
who  like  a watchman,  has  tolled  out  in  doleful  repetition  till 
fifteen  minutes  paji  two  ! fifteen  minutes  pajl  two  / to  warn  us  of 
the  midnight  hour.  — Yes,  Sir,  faid  he,  his  well  to  be  a good 
watchman  of  the  ftate ; I call  upon  all  that  hear  me  to  be 
faithful  watchmen  ; and  now  that  danger  is  abroad,  let  us 
ring  the  alarm  to  our  countrymen,  that  they  may  not  be  ru fil- 
ed upon  whilft  afteep  by  the  murderer  and  aflaftin  ; by  men!, 
who  would  with  to  lull  them  into  (lumber,  that  they  might 
the  more  eafiiy  accomplifh  their  ruin  and  deftruifdion. 

Mr.  O’Hara  exprefted  the  unwillingnefs  he  ftiould  have 
had  to  the  pafting  of  this  bill,  if  extended  to  a repeal  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  a£d,  as  was  reported,  and  as  the  language  of 
the  debate  implied  But  though  he  had  not  heard  the  bill 
read,  he  had  juft  had  an  opportunity  of  looking  at  it,  and 
found  that  it  did  not  at  all  affedd  the  great  objedd  of  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus  adt ; which  was,  that  thofe  who  were  entitled  to 
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bail  fhould  be  bailed  without  delay.  The  Habeas  Corpus  as 
to  all  thofe  would  remain  in  full  force.  This  a6t  authorifes 
perfons  to  be  arrefled  and  detained  by  order  of  the  Privy 
Council,  my  Lord  Lieutenant  and  his  Secretary,  in  cafes  of 
high  treafon  againft  the  King  and  conftitution,  and  iurely 
that  was  no  improper  object  at  luch  a time  as  this. 

Mr.  Browne,  of  the  College,  exprefled  himfelf  much 
aftonifhed  at  the  indecent  hurry  ufed  in  preflmg  the  bill  thrc/ 
the  Houfe.  He  was  aware  that  an  inftdious  and  mifchievous 
party  in  this  country  would  deftroy,  if  they  could,  the  con- 
ftitution : but  it  was  his  duty  as  a member  of  parliament  to 
oppofe  violence,  whether  on  the  part  of  the  government  or 
the  people.  In  the  prefent  day  he  faw  danger  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  danger  from  the  encroachments  of  government. 
However,  if  the  danger,  as  it  was  afierted,  exifted,  why 
w7as  not  proof  adduced  ? He  thought  the  exifting  laws  ftrong 
enough — adequate  to  all  emergencies.  Since  the  bill  was 
urged  forward  w’ith  fuch  improper  rapidity,  he  begged  leave 
to  withdraw  himfelf  from  voting — not  becaufe  he  arrogated 
confequence  to  himfelf,  but  becaufe  he  wifhed  to  maintain 
the  confequence  of  that  Houfe.  Mr.  Browne  left  the 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Stanley  faid,  when  he  came  down  to  the 
Houfe,  he  did  not  intend,  nor  did  he  think  it  would  have 
been  neceflary  for  him  to  have  faid  a fyllable  upon  the  fubjedt 
of  the  bill  then  before  the  committee  ; but  when  he  heard 
gentlemen  of  profeflional  character  arraign  the  meafure  as 
unconftitutional ; when  he  heard  them  quote  the  authority 
of  the  great  writer  upon  the  law  and  conftitution  of  England 
(Judge  Blackftone)  to  juftify  their  refiftance  to  the  bill  ; 
when  he  heard  gentlemen  gravely  aflert  that  no  confpiracy 
exifted  in  the  country  to  render  it  neceflary  ; and  that  that 
adminiftration  with  which  he  had  the  honour  to  a£t,  wifhed 
to  obtain  it  as  an  inftrument  of  vengeance  and  refentmenr, 
he  could  not  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  give  a lilent  vote  upon 
the  queftion.  He  had  always  learnt  from  the  heft  writers 
upon  the  Englifh  government,  that  the  great  blefling  of  our 
conflitution,  and  the  corner  ftone  upon  which  it  iupported 
and  defended  itfelf  from  thofe  convuliions  which  have  dif- 
turbed  and  diftraCtcd  the  other  governments,  both  antient 
and  modern,  was,  that  it  contained  in  itfelf  a medicine  and 
a remedy  for  its  own  protection  and  prefervation : L^pon  this 
principle,  Blackftone,  that  great  writer,  tfpon  whofe  au- 
thority 
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thority  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe  have  founded  themfelves,  after  pronouncing  a high 
and  judly  merited  eulogium  upon  the  Habeas  Corpus  acf,  as 
the  great  palladium  of  the  liberties  of  England,  adds  thofe 
words,  which  he  had  drongly  impreded  upon  his  mind, 
though  the  gentlemen  who  cited  him  thought  proper  to  fup- 
prefs  them,  “ that  notwithdanding  the  great  bleffings  of 
“ that  a£f,  yet  the  legiflature  had  frequently  at  different 
“ periods  fmce  the  Revolution,  in  times  of  difficulty  and 
“ danger,  fufpended  it  for  a limited  time  ; and  in  doing  fo 
<£  they  affed  upon  the  fame  principle  that  the  antient  Re- 
4<  public  of  Rome  did,  when  they  wTere  obliged  to  have 
“ recourfe  to  a decree  of  the  Senate  upon  the  appointment 
“ of  a Didlator — 4 Dent  operam  confules  ne  quid  detriment i 
“ Rcspublica  capiat .’ — And  by  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus 
<c  a£t,  fays  Blackdone,  the  nation  only  parts  wTith  a portion 
“ of  its  liberty  for  a while,  in  order  to  preferve  the  entire 
il  for  ever.”  Such  is  the  opinion  of  that  great  writer,  to 
whole  authority  the  learned  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
have  appealed,  in  order  to  prove  that  this  meafure  is  repugnant 
to  the  principles  of  our  conditution  ; and  yet  in  his  concep- 
tion, that  authority  when  truly  cited  proves  the  diredt  re- 
verfe.  Bills  of  this  nature  had  been  palTed  by  the  legiflature 
of  England  in  the  bed  times,  and  under  the  mod  popular 
adminidrations.  Such  bills  had  been  adopted  fince  the  Re- 
volution in  the  years  1715  and  1727,  and  in  the  year  1744, 
at  the  time  of  the  Rebellion  in  Scotland.  He  maintained 
that  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a meafure  now  was  infinitely  more 
cogent,  the  reafons  to  judify  it  infinitely  dronger  than  they 
were  at  any  of  thofe  periods  to  which  he  alluded.  In  thofe 
times  a confpiracy  exided  in  the  kingdom  to  place  one  fa- 
mily upon  the  throne  in  preference  to  another  ; but  now  a 
dangerous  and  wicked  combination  has  been  entered  into 
with  the  enemies  of  thefe  kingdoms,  not  to  change  the 
pofleffor  of  the  Crown,  but  to  overthrow  Monarchy  itfelf, 
to  overturn  the  conditution  altogether,  and  to  level  in  the 
dud  all  the  facred  and  venerable  inditutions  of  our  ancedors. 
The  gentlemen  who  argue  againd  the  meafure  gravely,  afk, 
“ where  is  the  evidence  to  (hew  that  any  confpiracy  exids 
“ in  tire  date  to  call  for  this  extraordinary  meafure  ?”  He 
would  anfwer  them,  not  by  uniting  one  or  two  local  in- 
dances of  convi£tions  for  treafon,  but  by  referring  to  innu- 
merable judicial  records  to  be  found  in  all  the  Crown  Offices 
in  the  northern,  the  wellern,  and  the  eadern  parts  of  Ire- 
land ; there  they  would  find,  that  the  emiflaries  of  France 
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had  worked  To  fuccefsfullv  upon  the  deluded  minds  of  the 
lower  orders  of  people,  that  the  common  oath  for  which 
multitudes  of  perfons  have  been  tried  and  convitSted  for  three 
years  paft,  in  thofe  different  quarters  of  the  kingdom,  was, 
to  aid  and  affiff  the  French  (the  enemies  of  the  hate) 
when  they  fhould  invade  Ireland,  and  to  fight  under  the 
banners  of  General  Jourdan.”  That  was  the  common 
bond  of  union,  the  univerfal  tie  of  federation  ; and  fuch  was 
the  fyffematic  order  of  their  proceedings,  that  he  himfelf 
had  feen  in  his  official  fituation,  the  fame  facdts  and  the  fame 
oaths  proved  in  the  moft  diffant  parts  of  the  Well,  that 
appeared  in  evidence  before  him  in  the  moft  diftant  parts  of 
the  Eaft  and  North  ; and  it  now  appeared  from  the  inti- 
mation given  by  his  Majefty’s  Speech  from  the  Throne,  that 
thofe  wicked  emiflunes  had  executed  their  million  fo  effec- 
tually, that  the  Diredlory  of  France  had  now  actually  con- 
ceived the  bold  projedl  of  making  a defeent  upon  the  coafts 
of  this  kingdom.  He  thought  that  the  nation  was  much  in- 
debted to  the  vigilance  of  his  Majefty’s  Minifters,  and  that 
they  fhould  now  be  armed  with  powers  to  protect  the  con- 
ftitution  from  the  wicked  machinations  of  our  foreign  and 
domeftic  foes  ; and  he  conceived  it  was  much  more  confti- 
tutional  for  government  to  call  upon  parliament  for  a luf- 
penfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ac!,  fo  far  as  it  related  to  the 
crime  of  high  treafon,  than  to  run  the  rilk  of  being  obliged, 
when  parliament  was  not  fitting,  to  tranfgrefs  the  ordinary 
forms  and  boundaries  of  law,  and  afterwards  to  come  to 
parliament  for  an  a6t  of  indemnity.  It  had  been  laid  the 
bill  was  hurried  through  the  Houfe  with  an  unufual  degree 
of  precipitation  ; but  if  gentlemen  would  look  into  the  jour- 
nals of  the  Englifti  parliament,  they  would  find  inftances  in 
which  bills  of  this  kind  had  (in  times  of  emergency  ftnee 
the  Revolution)  been  prefented,  read  a firft  and  fecond  time, 
committed  and  pafted  in  one  day.  With  refpect  to  the 
charge  which  had  been  infmuated  againft  the  government, 
that  they  wiflied  to  obtain  this  bill  as  an  inftrument  of  ven- 
geance and  oppreftion,  he  challenged  thofe  gentlemen  to 
mention  a (ingle  inftance  in  which  our  Drefent  Chief  Go- 
vernor,  or  the  Right  Hon.  Secretary,  had  manifefted  fuch  a 
difpofttion  ; on  the  contrary  he  did  aftert,  from  the  obfer- 
vations  he  had  made,  and  the  experience  he  had  of  their 
condudl,  that  there  never  was  any  Viceroy  in  this  kingdom, 
who  in  the  adminiftration  of  criminal  juftice,  had  acled  with 
more  firmnefs,  but  at  the  fame  time  with  more  clemency, 
moderation  and  humanity. 
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Mr.  Grattan  faid,  that  the  Hon.  Member  who  had 
i'poken  fome  minutes  before,  had  faid,  that  we  had  a (turned 
with  great  arrogance  and  prefumption  the  office  of  intro- 
ducing a meafure  for  Catholic  emancipation  ; he  (hould  not- 
apply  fuch  terms  to  the  Hon.  Member,  they  were  unparlia- 
mentary and  idle  ; but  he  might  be  permitted  to  fay,  that 
what  had  fallen  from  him  had  been  rather  frivolous  and  weak, 
though  fomewhat  loud  and  very  vehement. — That  he  him- 
felf  had  not  affiumed  the  fituation  of  declaring  the  Catholic 
fentiments,  but  of  advancing  to  the  bed  of  his  power  the 
Catholic  intereft — indeed  the  national  intereft,  for  they  are 
infeparable — but  he  begged  to  a(k,  whether  the  member  had 
not  been  guilty  himfelf  of  that  affiumption  which  he  charged 
on  others  : — The  member  had  moved  in  95  the  rejection  of 
the  Catholic  bill  ; the  member  has  now  come  forward  as 
the  reprefentative  of  the  Catholic  fentiments,  and  affures  the 
Houfe  that  at  this  time  they  are  perfe6Uy  ready  to  come 
forth  in  fupport  of  the  adminiflration,  without  the  privileges 
of  the  conftitution,  and  notwithftanding  the  declaration  of 
the  Secretary,  that  he  is  now,  as  before,  ready  and  deter- 
mined to  refufe  them.  I incline  to  believe  that  the  Hon. 
Member  has  no  authority  from  them  for  making  fuch  a de- 
claration ; and  it  feems  extraordinary  that  a gentleman  (liould 
be  made  the  confidential  reprefentative  of  their  fentiments, 
who  a year  and  a half  ago  was  the  Minifter’s  confidential 
officer  to  propofe  a negative  on  their  juft  pretenfions.  He 
is  angry  at  our  zeal  of  language — 1 am  lorry  for  it,  yet 
more,  for  the  neceffity  of  upholding  fuch  a language,  even 
though  it  (hould  difpleafe  him.  I don’t  find  that  he  anfwers 
the  argument,  though  he  finds  it  eafy  to  rail  againft  the  ex- 
preffions.  Our  argument  has  appeared  to  him  in  the  (hape 
of  a giant  whom  he  can’t  encounter,  and  he  is  angry  there- 
fore.-—He  faid,  he  aftured  gentlemen,  there  was  nothing  more 
he  wiftied,  than  to  accommodate  his  expreffion  to  the  tem- 
per of  the  Houfe,  except  in  moments  where  a higher  duty 
called  on  him  to  give  offence  to  majorities — and  therefore 
that  fie  laughed  at  the  idea,  at  fuch  a moment,  of  attuning  his 
expreffion  to  the  temper  of  adminiflration,  or  even  of  the 
Houle  ; that  he  fpoke  not  for  them — not  for  the  Houfe,  but 
for  the  country — by  her  fenfe  he  would  abide  againft  place- 
men and  againft  majorities ; nor  (liould  he  be  induced  by 
any  obfervation  to  conceal  the  horror  he  entertained  at  their 
fyfteni — or  abate  the  fervor  of  his  mind,  exercifed  to  depre- 
cate the  continuation  of  that  fyftem  with  all  the  melancholy 
and  alarming  profpe<5h  which  is  afforded  to  the  country — s 
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that  he  knew  of  what  majorities  were  compofed,  and  on 
what  frivolous  motives,  not  to  lay  more,  they  fometimes  de- 
cide againft  the  bell  and  deareft  interefts  of  Ireland  ; — that 
it 'was  bv  refilling  majorities,  and  immenfe  majorities,  that 
whatever  this  country  had  gotten  had  been  obtained  j and 
thole  majorities  themfelves  had  come  over  to  minorities,  with 
recorded  acknowledgment  of  error,  and  precipitation,  and 
folly  ; — that  a new  reafon  has  been  advanced  in  fupport  of 
the  bill  before  you,  a molt  extraordinary  one  indeed.  It 
had  been  laid  that  the  fufpenlion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  had 
been  rendered  neceflary  in  confequence  of  the  ftrength  of  the 
the  debate  on  the  Catholic  queftion; — fee  the  ufe  to  which 
this  bill  may  be  applied — to  intimidate  freedom  of  fpeech — 
to  overawe  members  of  parliament,  fpeaking  for  the  liberty 
of  three-fourths  of  their  fellow-fubjedts  ; — what  then  will 
the  condition  of  the  citizen  be — of  the  man  who  is  no  mem- 
ber, but  who  is  not,  therefore,  in  my  mind,  the  lqfs  to  be 
regarded — what  will  his  fituation  be,  under  this  law,  if  he 
gives  offence  to  Government,  by  taking  a leading  part  for 
his  fellow-fubjeQs  and  his  brethren  ? You  have  refufed  in 
your  former  feflions,  under  internal  conviction  of  his  guilt, 
to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  the  condudt  of  a Minifler, 
and  now  you,  without  an  inquiry,  attaint  the  confti- 
tution.  Gentlemen  afk,  don’t  you  believe  that  there  are 
treafonable  pradtices  in  the  country  ? The  queftion  fhews 
how  little  they  have  confidered  the  fubjedl  which  involves 
the  liberty  of  their  country.  The  queftion  is  not,  whether 
treafonable  pradlices  exift,  for  there  was  hardly  any  time  in 
which  fuch  may  not  be  faid  to  exift  in  England,  in  Ireland, 
and  in  Scotland  ; but  the  queftion  is,  whether  a treafonable 
confpiracy  exifts,  and  to  a degree  as  to  become  dangerous  to 
the  ftate,  and  which,  coupled  with  the  alledged  probability 
of  invafton,  renders  the  fufpenlion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
neceflary  ? But  with  refpedl  to  an  invafton,  that  danger,  for 
the  prelent,  feems  removed  ; and  as  for  the  confpiracy, 
whatever  opinions  gentlemen  may  have,  fufficient  to  ground 
a Committee  of  Inquiry,  you  have  no  parliamentary  evi- 
dence before  you  at  prefent  to  pafs  fuch  a bill — that  the 
mover  of  the  bill  had  not  produced  any  parliamentary  evi- 
dence to  fupport  it — he  had  ftated  the  trial  of  Mr.  jackfon  ; 
but  then  he  very  properly  declaimed  what  appeared  on  that 
trial  as  the  ground  of  his  bill : — lie  mentioned  the  trial  of  the 
Defenders  ; but  then  he  foon  after  very  properly  declaimed 
what  appeared  on  their  trials  as  the  ground  of  their  bill — 
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very  properly,  I fay,  becaufe  the  trial  of  Jackfon  took  place 
two  years  ago,  and  cannot  be  a ground  for  the  hnfty  pro- 
ceeding of  laft  night ; and  with  refpe£t  to  the  Defenders, 
they  are  now  quiet,  and  you  did  in  their  cafe,  in  the  laft 
leffion,  pafs  certain  laws  as  fpecifics,  and  they  were  pretty 
ftrong  applications  for  that  diftemper.  The  member  then 
reduces  himfelf  to  two  grounds  of  evidence — one  is,  the 
fpeech  of  the  King,  and  the  other  ground  that  of  the  Attor- 
ney General  ; that  is  to  fay,  the  Minifter’s  fpeech  from  the 
Throne,  and  the  Minifter’s  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons— that  is  on  the  evidence  of  the  Minifter  only,  he  at- 
tempts to  fufpend  the  law  which  was  palled  to  fecure  the 
liberty  of  the  fubje£t  againft  the  Minifter.  It  is  the  right 
of  parliament  to  queftion  every  a {Text  ion  of  the  fpeech — it 
Is  the  right  of  the  members  of  parliament  to  fay,  if  they 
think  fo,  that  every  affertion  of  the  fpeech  is  falfe — and  yet 
on  the  a (Turned  infallibility  of  that  fpeech,  does  he  attaint 
the  liberty  of  every  fubjedt  in  Ireland. — Charles  the  ift  came 
in  perfon  to  accufe  certain  members  of  high  treafon,  and  loft 
Iiis  head  by  die  attempt.  The  Minifter  in  this  cafe  comes  to 
parliament  to  accufe  thefubjedd:  with  general  charges  of  trea- 
fon, and  the  fubjedt  lofes  his  liberty  by  the  attempt.  The  Right 
Hon.  Member  knows  he  can’t  (land  on  fuch  evidence,  he 
therefore  attempts  to  fupply  it  by  his  own  evidence.  The 
Attorney  General’s  teftimony  comes  in  aid  of  the  Minifter’s 
teftimony — the  Minifter  in  one  fhape  comes  in  aid  of  die 
Minifter  in  another  flhape,  againft  the  liberties  of  the  people  ; 

and  what  is  this  auxiliary  evidence  ? He  tells  you  that 

there  is  a treafonable  bufinefs  in  this  country,  the  nature  of 
which  is  a fecret  ! Thus  the  Minifter  of  the  Crown,  and 
tlie  fervant  of  the  Minifter  of  the  Crown,  are  received  by 
this  Houfe  as  complete  evidence  to  a (Tent  to  a bill  in  one  night, 
indeed  in  a few  minutes,  that  fufpends  for  a year  and  a 
half  the  perfonal  liberties  of  every  man  in  Ireland.  I ap- 
prehend they  had  in  Kngland  a fpecial  committee,  a very 
long  and  a very  minute  examination,  and  a very  full  re- 
port, before  they  attempted  a few  years  ago,  to  fufpend  the 
Habeas — -it  was  with  all  that  precaution  a very  bad  meafure, 
and  they  have  accordingly  dilcontinued  that  fufpenfion  in  a 
country  full  of  emigrants,  and  abounding  more  in  trealon- 
able  practices  than  Ireland — hut  here  the  rapidity  with  which 
we  demolifh  the  liberties  of  the  people  is  (hocking.  The 
member  feems  to  feel  the  weaknefs  of  his  witneffes,  and  en- 
deavours to  fupply  it  by  the  paffton  of  his  friends,  the  other 
fervants  of  trie  Crown— and  then  indeed,  they,  the  fervants 
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the  Crown  come  forth  with  their  declaration  to  bear  out  the 
Minifter  in  his  declaration?,  that  there  is  a confpiracy,  that 
is,  the  JVlinifter  hill  in  more  fhapes  and  in  more  forms — and 
country  gentlemen  catch  the  alarm,  and  are  taught  to  fear 
fo  much  about  their  property  and  their  religion,  that  they 
give  up  the  liberty  of  the  fubje£t  for  what  they  call  the  pre- 
fervation  of  both.  What  is  it  you  do  give  up?  you  give 
up  the  perfonal  liberty  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  you  do 
this  on  iuch  evidence  as  1 have  hated,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  hours.  You  give  fix  Privy  Counfellors  with  the  Loid 
Lieutenant — the  Lord  Lieutenant  without  the  Privy  Coun- 
fellors— and  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  Secretary,  without  either, 
to  fend  to  prifon  any  man  in  Ireland.  You  give  anEnglifh- 
man  without  rehdence  or  hake  in  Ireland,  and  therefore 
without  refponfibility,  a power  to  fend  the  Irifh  to  New- 
gate of  his  own  true  will  and  pleafure,  and  you  give  him 
this  power  for  eighteen  months,  that  is,  to  the  end  of  the 
next  ieffion  of  parliament.  Any  a&ive  citizen,  any  offenfive 
Catholic  or  Prefbyterian,  any  friend  to  parliamentary  reform 
and  enemy  to  the  abufes  of  government — any  of  that  body 
againft  whofe  claims  the  Secretary  has  declared  himfelf  a 
decided  enemy,  may,  by  that  Secretary,  be  committed  to 
Newgate  under  any  pretence  which  he  may  advance,  with- 
out the  fmalleft  truth  and  without  any  refponfibility — and 
you  do  this,  you  fay,  in  order  to  preferve  to  your  country 
the  bleflings  of  our  excellent  conftitution.  As  to  your  poli- 
tical liberty  the  influence  of  the  Crown  feems  to  have  cor- 
rected that  blefling — as  to  your  civil  liberty  this  bill  added  to 
the  bills  you  have  pafled  laft  feflion  feems  to  correCt  that 
blefling  alfo.  By  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  the  Minifter 
becomes  the  matter  of  your  legiflature,  and  by  thofe  bills  he 
becomes  matter  of  your  perfon  ; — now  after  this  where  are  the 
bleflings  of  your  conttitution  ? You  have  deprived  the  fubjeefc 
ot  political  liberty,  and  you  now  deprive  him  of  civil  liber- 
ty, left  he  fhould  exercife  that  liberty  to  reform  abufes — left 
lie  fhould  ufe  the  liberty  he  has  left  in  order  to  recover  the 
liberty  he  has  loft.  He  protefted  againft  the  fyftem — it  is 
abominable — you  feel  it  to  be  fo,  and  take  thefe  meafures  of 
power,  becaufe  you  know  the  people  can’t  be  reconciled  to 
it  but  by  power — becaufe  you  feel  you  have  loft  the  confi- 
dence ol  the  great  body  of  the  people.  Depend  on  it  you 
mutt  give  up  this  fyftem — you  have  gone  on  from  bad  to 
uorfc — from  corruption  to  coercion — from  the  bills  of  laft 
J feflion 
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feflion  which  were  to  have  quieted  the  country,  and  which 
the  fpeech  fays,  indeed,  has  tm  a great  meafure  been  render- 
ed quiet  by  them,  to  this  bill, — the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus,  introduced  on  an  affertion,  that  the  country, 
fo  far  from  being  rendered  quiet,  has,  under  the  operation 
of  your  fyftem,  proceeded  in  feme  cafes  to  a confpiracy  to 
f Lib  vert  the  laws  and  the  conftitution.  In  your  fituation  what 
would  men  of  fenfe  do  ? — Give  up  that  fyftem,  if  it  has 
had  fuch  a fatal  effect  on  the  public  mind  as  to  have  pro-  , 
duced  not  only  general  hatred  in  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  in  fome  cafes  as  the  preamble  of  the  bill  fets  forth, 
treasonable  confpiracy — why  then,  you  mud  change  your 
fyftem — you  have  force  finely  to  provide  for  your  immedi- 
ate iecurity,  and  for  your  ultimate  fettlement  and  final  peace  ; 
you  mull  heal— you  mull  harmonize— you  mud  reconcile. 

The  Solicitor  rofe,  after  Mr.  Grattan  * had  fpoken, 
for  the  purpofe  of  explaining  fome  expreffions,  which 
he  faid  Mr.  Grattan  had  mifunderllood,  when  he  Hated 
and  argued  as  if  the  Solicitor  had  urged  as  a reafon  for 
the  bill,  that  it  would  attach  upon  the  free  exereile  of 
parliamentary  difculfion.  No,  faid  the  Solicitor,  but  it  may 
tend  to  prevent  thofe  mifehiefs  and  difturbances  which  in- 
flammatory Ipeeches  would  countenance  and  excite  ; but  he 
well  knew,  that  under  the  fandfion  of  parliamentary  privi- 
lege, a man  may  utter  fentiments,  however  wicked  or  abfurd, 
though  they  mud  expect  to  meet  a little  wholefome  correc- 
tion. As  to  the  gentleman’s  jealoufy  of  his  (the  Solicitor) 
having  commended  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholics,  as  if  pre- 
fuming to  -be  their  representative,  he  had  never  been  fo  ar- 
rogant as  to  fet  himfeif  up  as  the  foie  reprefentative  of  the 
mafs  of  the  people,  or  the  people  at  mafs.  As  to  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Poni'onby)  who  fuppofed  he  meant  to  meet  his 
arguments  of  yefterday,  he  alfured  him  he  did  not  mean  to 
follow  him  through  Germany  anti  over  the  Alps,  when  he 
drew  fo  humiliating  a pidfure  of  his  own  country,,  and  fo 
captivating  a one  of  the  French  Republic,  of  its  glories,  and 
the  benefits  which  the  world  mult  derive  from  the  brilliancy 
of  its  example.  There  indeed  was  the  bright  expectation 
for  civilized  Europe  to  look  to,  in  the  improvement  to  be 
joined  to  civil  liberty,  in  fuch  things  as  the  Habeas  Corpus 
acts  of  the  French  Republic.  As  to  the  learned  gentleman’s 
reproaches  of  the  Miaifter,  by  involving  and  continuing 
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Great- Britain  in  the  war,  he  did  not  feel  it  necefTary  to  de- 
fend him,  however  he  might  congratulate  thefe  kingdoms, 
that  during  the  convulfions  of  the  ftorm,  the  conftitution,  as 
well  as  territories  of  Great-Britain,  had  been  prefcrved  en- 
tire and  unfhaken  ; and  with  the  afliftance  of  meafures 
falutary  as  the  prefent,  we  may  fecurely  hear 

“ The  raging  wind  howl  o’er  the  fleady  battlement.’* 

I 

Mr.  G.  Ponsoney  rofe  in  explanation  to  the  charge  of 
arrogance,  made  by  the  Solicitor  General.  A gentleman,  he 
faid,  who  taxed  others  with  being  arrogant, ought  to  be  more 
decorous  himfelf.  He  charged  gentlemen  on  this  fide  with 
being  bad  watchmen,  in  giving  up  their  caufe  becaufe  it 
was  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  ; but  if  the  found  of  his 
voice  could  recommend  the  Learned  Gentleman  to  the  place 
of  watchman,  he  deferved  it.  He  alfo  feemed  to  involve 
him  in  the  treafon  of  Mr.  Jackfou.  In  being  counfcl  for  a 
traitor  he  was  not  aware  that  he  partook  of  his  guilt  ; and 
he  begged  to  tell  the  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman,  that  if 
he  were  guilty  of  felony  or  treafon,  he  (Mr.  Ponfonby)  would 
be  his  counfel. 

The  queflion  being  then  called  for,  the  Houfe  divided  on 
Mr.  G.  Ponfonby ’$  motion,  “ that  the  Chairman  do  leave 
the  chair.’7 

Ayes  7 / 

Noes  - - 137 

Majority  - 130 
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MONDAY,  OCTOBER  I 7. 


CATHOLIC  EMANCIPATION. 


Mr.  Grattan.  We  have  gotten  clear  of  the  domeftic 
queftion — the  Catholic  queflion  is  now  made  by  government 
a matter  between  the  People  of  Ireland  and  the  Crown  of 
England.  It  has  been  faid  on  the  rejedtion  of  the  Catholic 
bdl,  by  thofe  who  reprefenl  the  Britilh  cabinet  in  Ireland, 
that  the  Catholics  muft  continue  under  difabilties  to  fit  in 
parliament  or  hold  offices  of  date,  tor  the  fecurity  of  the 
connection  and  the  Crown  ; — difabiiity  being  made  by  the' 
Minifter  the  price  of  allegiance  and  connection — I fuhmit 
that  it  now  remains  for  the  friends  of  both  to  reconcile,  not 
. the  freedom  of  the  fubjeCt  to  the  connection  and  the  Crown, 
but  the  continuance  of  both  to  the  freedom  of  the  fubjeCt. 

I beg  to  confider  for  a moment  how  far  the  Minifter  of 
the  Crown,  on  the  part  of  Great-Britain  in  her  prefent  fuu- 
ation,  is  judicious,  in  making  fuch  a point.  And  firft,  what 
are  her  colonies  ? Where  are  the  American  dominions — her 
Thirteen  Provinces? — but  of  that  no  moie.  Her  Ha  IP  India 
fettlements  indeed  remain,  and  they  are  wealth  moll  un- 
doubtedly, but  they  are  not  population;  {till  Ids  her  Well- 
Indies,  which  are,  in  the  greateft  degree,  and  of  your  bell 
officers  and  foldiers,  the  conftant  and  melancholy  depopulation 
and  death.  What  is  the  in  Europe  ? Where  is  her  confede- 
racy ? Where  are  the  Dutch — will  they  join  her  fleet?  No, 
they  have  joined  the  fleets  of  France  already — they  hate 
England,  becaufe  fhe  preferred  the  power  of  a family  and 
of  a party  to  that  of  a people.  The  Spaniard — will  he  join 
her  fleet  ? No,  he  is  in  treaty  offenflve  and  defenfive  with 
France,  and,  perhaps  at  war  with  England,  and  has  joined 
the  French  already.  The  King  of  Pruflia — will  he  fight 
for  her?  No,  he  took  your  money  indeed,  but  he  is  at  peace 
with  France — -prudent  Prince,  and  wifi  fcarcely  harbour  the 
Britifh  Envoy.  The  Sardinian — he  is  at  peace  with  France. 
Where  is  the  Duke  of  Parma — the  Princes  of  Germany — - 
the  Prince  of  liefle,  and  the  Elector  of  Hanover?  Such 
has  been  the  end  of  her  great  confederacy — fear,  flight,  and 
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■evaporation.  Now  let  us  confider  who  are  her  enemies? — 
And  firft,  her  old  allies,  in  conjun£tion  with  her  old  enemy, 
new  France,  whole  population,  with  its  acceflion  of  terri- 
tory, is  more  than  30,000,000  of  people,  oppofed  to  lefs 
than  15,000,000  in  thefe  iflands,  one-fifth  of  which  the 
Minifter  propofes  to  difqualify,  that  is,  in  the  end, 
to  difaffed,  and  of  courfe  he  propofes  to  diminifh 
in  effe£t  near  one-half  of  the  population  of  the  empire, 
at  a time  when  the,  from  the  comparative  dearth  of  popu- 
lation, was  obliged  to  fubfidize  all  Europe  ; — fubfidize  the 
Hefliar. — lubfidize  the  Auflrian — fubfidize  the  Sardinian — 
and  fubfidize  the  Hanoverian.  And  when  from  the  compa- 
rative fuperior  population. and  power  of  her  enemy,  thofe 
princes  are  no  longer  permitted  to  take  her  fubfidies,  fo  that 
fhe  had  no  refort  but  money,  and  now  has  no  refort  even 
there.  Here  he  begged  to  confider  the  treaties  of  Great- 
Britain — on  what  are  they  founded  ? a dearth  of  population. 

What  was  her  treaty  with  the  King  of  Pruflia  ? for 

i,8oo,oool.  the  Miniffer  tries  to  buy  32,000  men  of  the 
King  of  Pruflia ; failing  in  that  attempt,  he  proferibes 
3,000,000  of  fubje&s.  True  it  is,  “ England  is  exhaufled 
of  men — true  it  is,  England  has  been  refufed  the  aid  of 

<(  foreign  powers  by  perfidy let  us  refufe  ourfelves  the 

fi  hearty  fupport  of  native  force  by  infclence.”  The  Mi- 
nifler  makes  a defenfive  league  with  a faithlefs  ally,  and  he 
makes  an  ofFenfive  league  againfl  his  Majefty’s  faithful  and 
loyal  fubje&s.  With  a ftrange  and  contradi&ory  difplay  of 
infolence  and  imbecility,  with  a paucity  of  men,  and  a pro- 
digality of  fubjects,  and  with  a cataflrophical  defperation  that 
will  lead  him  and  his  country  to  ruin.  The  Miniflry  made 
alfo  a convention  with  the  Emperor,  founded  on  the  fame 
principle,  the  want  of  population  in  the  Britifh  empire. 
Without  entering  into  the  merit  of  thefe  treaties,  he  afked 
what  other  excufe  had  they,  fave  only  a dearth  of  popula^ 
lion,  and  whether  a Britifh  Miniflry  might  overlook  in  their 
allies,  diverfity  of  religion,  all  kind  of  enormities,  fraud  and 
perfidy,  gather  up  every  vice  on  Chriflian  ground,  and  ally 
and  incorporate  therewith  ? Forgive  the  King  of  Pruflia 
the  divifion  of  Poland — forgive  the  Emprefs  the  plunder  of 
that  country — forgive  the  Princes  of  Germany  the  treaty  of 
Pilnitz,  becaufe  the  Englifh  Miniftry  were  in  a fituation,  or 
becaufe  they  have  reduced  themfelves  to  a fituation  in  which 
they  nnift  not  prefume  to  invefligate  the  morals,  religion, 
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character  or  conduCl  of  their  alliances— and  fh  a 11  they  pie  - 
fume  to  fet  up  an  inquifition  at  home  over  the  religion  of 
their  fellow-fubje&s,  without  a foot  of  ground  to  Hand  on 
in  Europe?  Driven  out  of  every  port,  theMinifter,  fhall  he 
exclaim  like  a drunken  toaft-mafter,  6i  none  but  flout  Pro- 
teftants  1”  Having  conftdered  their  treaties,  he  begged  to 
know  who  were  their  allies  ? Proteflant  allies  they  have  none 
— the  American  might  have  been  more  than  their  ally,  now 
fhe  is  lefs — the  politics  of  England  have  lofl  her  warm  heart  by 
practices  vile  and  abominable ; they  have  loil  her  by  their  fpecu- 
lative  tyranny,  by  a fyflem  of  coercion  followed  up  by  a fyflem 
of  blood,  and  urged  fo  far  and  continued  lo  long,  as  to  leave 
in  the  bread  of  America  an  eternal  alienation.  The  Dutch, 
they  certainly  are  Proteflant,  but  they  are  hoflile — that  her 
alliances  are  Catholic,  and  fo  little  did  (he  regard  religion  in 
her  allies,  fo  little  was  fhe  able  to  regard  religion  in  her  al- 
liances, that  fhe  had  made  a league  with  the  mod  Holy 
Empire,  which  was  not  only  a part  of  the  great  confederacy, 
but  was  guarded  in  the  Pope’s  perlon  by  Britifh  troops;  the 
worfhip  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  the  real  prefence,  did  not 
interpofe  an  impediment  to  the  framers  of  that  confederacy; 
fuch  a pretence  would  have  been  laughed  at  between  Prince 
and  Prince,  and  is  only  reforted  to  when  a league  of  power 
is  to  be  formed  by  the  Prince  againft  the  fubje£t.  This 
league,  made  by  the  Britifh  Miniiler  with  the  Pope,  on  ac- 
count of  the  French,  and  this  league,  the  difquahfying  laws 
are  one,  made  by  the  fame  Minifters  againft  the  fubjedl,  on 
account  of  the  Pope,  hold  out  that  ridiculous  jargon  of 
prieft-craft  and  ftate-craft,  which  in  expreflion  is  nonfenfe, 
and  in  pra&ice  is  oppreflion — they  declare,  that  the  Pope 
is  fo  innoxious,  and  even  amical,  that  he  may  and  ought 
to  be  included  in  a league  of  amity,  and  at  the  fame  time 
fo  hoftile  and  poifonous,  that  the  Minifters  fhould  exclude 
from  the  capacities  of  citizens,  their  fellow-fubjects,  on  ac- 
count of  a connection  with  the  Pope,  incomparably  lefs  in- 
timate than  their  own  ; — they  bring  the  great  Catholic  head 
of  the  church  within  the  pale  of  their  confederacy,  and 
exclude  the  Catholic  fubjeCts  from  that  of  the  conftitution  ; 
they  at  once  difplay  the  triumph  of  necefiity  over  bigotry, 
and  of  bigotry  over  juftice  ; they  betray  the  fad  fymptom  of 
a weak  empire,  but  a tyrannic  government,  and,  finally, 
they  make  a public  and  Icandalrus  ackowledgment  of  the 
impudence  and  falfehoc.d  of  thofe  arguments  advanced  by 


[ 75  ] 

the  Minders,  of  a tottering  empire,  to  continue  difabi- 
lities  on  two-thirds  ot  our  people,  who  have  endea- 
voured to  interrupt  her  downfal.  After  having  confidered 
the  Mmider’s  connedlion  with  the  Pope,  and  his  reparation 
from  the  people  on  account  of  Popery,  and  after  confidering 
who  were  the  allies  of  England,  he  hegged  to  know  who 
were  the  component  parts  of  the  empire  ? that  he  did  not 
know  whether  Corfica  would  be  now  owned  as  fuch,  but  he 
recollected  that  the  Corficans  were(  Catholics.  Immediately 
before  the  Miniftry  refufed  the  bledings  of  the  Englifh  con- 
ititubon  to  the  Irifh,  they  gave  them  to  the  Corficans, 
acknowledging  thereby  that  the  grant  or  communication  of 
Britifh  privileges  to  Catholics,  and  on  a better  plan  too  than 
any  Irifh  Protedant  enjoys  them,  was  not  only  confident  with 
the  fecurity  of  the  connection,  but  effential  to  its  formation. 
One  would  afk  whet  he.  the  Italians  were  more  in  lov^  with 
that  conftitution,  underftood  it  better,  were  more  acquaint- 
ed with  Magna  Charta  and  the  adts  of  the  Edwards,  or 
whether  thefe  adts  were  trantlated  into  the  Italian  language, 
that  the  Minider  fhould  thus  exclaim, — “ Liberty  in  Church 
<<  and  State  for  the  Italian,  and  perpetual  incapacities 
“ for  the  Irifh  !”  Whether  the  Italian  underdood  the 
Britifh  conditution,  I cannot  fay  ; but  certainly  the  Mi- 
nidry did  not  underdand  the  Italian — they  gave  to  the 
Corficans  what  they  neither  comprehended  nor  regarded,  and 
refufed  to  the  Irifh  that  which  had  afeertained  their  affec- 
tion— they  offer  to  an  illegitimate  and  dolen  connection, 
what  fhe  rejedts  as  an  adulterous  gift,  and  what,  if  be- 
llowed to  the  partner  of  their  fortunes,  had  procured  domef- 
tic  tranquillity.  That  there  was  another  defeription  of 
fubiedts  to  whom  the  Minidry  had  given  the  conditution  of 
England,  the  people  of  Canada,  which  furnifhed  another 
indance  of  the  mockery  and  impudence  of  thofe  pretences 
which  prefumed  to  exclude  the  Iriflm  That  he  would  now 
come  a little  nearer  home,  and  afk  ot  what  was  the  national 
force  of  Ireland  compofed  ? Catholics  mod  certainly,  and 
fo  perfedtly  convinced  did  the  Minidry  appear  to  be,  that 
the  Catholics  poffeffed  of  the  franchifes  would  be  attached  to 
the  Crown  and  the  connedtion,  that  they  thought  it  fafe  to 
give  the  Catholics  arms  without  them.  Above  all  he  begged 
leave  to  confider  one  part  of  the  military  force  of  the  em- 
pire, namely,  the  Brigade — to  arm  6000  Irifh  Catholics  for 
the  Brigade  was  to  have  been  that — o put  them  under  the 
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command  of  French  Catholics — to  felccl  fuch  as  had  been 
originally  Irifh,  but  had  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  Houfe 
of  Stuart,  or  were  otherwife  connected  with  the  fame,  was 
on  the  part  of  the  Miniflry  the  moft  abfolute  and  complete 
triumph  which  a Proteilant  government  could  obtain  over 
all  its  prejudices.  He  approved  of  the  meafure  entirely, 
becaufe  he  was  for  giving  the  Catholics  complete  emanci- 
pation; he  had  no  jealoufy  of  them  whatfoever,  but  on  the 
contrary,  perfeCt  reliance  on  them  in  the  participation  of  all 
the  franchifes  of  the  conflitution,  and  no  reliance  on  any 
part  of  his  Majefly’s  fubjeCts  hearty  concurrence  and  fuppori 
on  any  inferior  conditions  ; but  if  there  was  any  thing  which 
he  would  have  refufed,  it  was  that  which  the  prefent  Mi- 
iiiilry  have  given,  viz.  fuch  an  eftablifhment  as  the  Brigade; 
that  he  would  have  given  them  that  too,  and  approved  of 
it,  becaufe  he  would  have  given  the  remainder — becaufe  he 
was  willing  to  give  every  thing  which  the  government  had 
refufed.  II  is  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  if  that  was  his 
meafure,  was  perfectly  right  in  procuring  that;  but  it  was 
becaufe  he  was  perfectly  wrong  in  refufing  the  remainder. 
That  if  he  could  conceive  with  the  government,  that  20  or  30 
Irifh  Catholic  gentlemen,  fitting  in  this  Houfe,  endangered 
the  throne,  he  fhould  think  he  betrayed  his  Majefty  if  he 
propofed  to  arm  a brigade  of  6000  Catholics  under  Catholic 
and  French  officers ; that  he  did  not  arraign  that  meafure, 
but  mentioned  it  only  to  difpfay  the  prefumptuous  incon- 
fiflency  of  adopting  fuch  a fpecial  meafure  of  incorporation, 
and  at  the  fame  time  a general  policy  of  excluhon  ; for 
either  the  Minifter  endangered  the  crown  by  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  brigade,  or  they  infulted  the  people  by  the 
argument ; and  if  it  were  poflible  to  make  the  fpecial  incor- 
poration dangerous,  it  was  by  accompanying  it  with  the  ge- 
neral policy  of  exclufion,  which  gives  the  ftrengih,  and 
gives  the  provocation — a policy  not  in  the  lead  new  to  the 
Englifh  cabinet.  The  injufiice  to  the  individual  as  well  as 
the  community,  by  fuch  a contradictory  policy,  he  begged 
to  obferve  on.  It  feems  Catholic  foreigners  may  have  the 
command  of  regiments — I think  fo,  and  Catholic  natives 
mull  not  fit  in  parliament  ; or  rather  it  feems  that  it  is  not 
Popery  which  excites  the  jealoufy  of  Miniflers,  but  the 
people,  the  Irifh  people;  Catholics  are  the  objects  of  confi- 
dence, if  they  do  not  belong  to  the  country,  of  trull,  and 
of  alliance;  the  Pope  is  protected  by  the  Britifiv arms,  the 
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Italian  endowed  with  Britifh  privileges,  French  officers  at 
the  head  of  regiments,  and  this  tor  the  plain  reafon,  that 
the  empire  is  fo  befet  and  environed  with  difficulties,  that 
(lie  has  not  a latitude  for  exercife  of  bigotry  and  folly,  ex- 
cept with  refpe£l  to  the  people  of  Ireland.  In  what  caufe 
do  the  Mini  dry  alledge  the  federacy  are  now  fighting?  The 
caufe  of  religion,  monarchy,  and  empire  ; and  yet  does  the 
Minidry  prefume  to  difqualify  the  Irifh  Catholics,  who  ate 
at  this  moment  fighting  in  that  caufe  (whatever  it  is) — who 
are  heavily  taxed  in  that  caufe,  and  without  whom  the  Bri- 
tifit  navy  could  not  keep  the  lea  in  that  caufe  ? What  is  the 
Britifh  navy  ? A number  of  planks — certainly  not  ! A number 
of  Britifh  men — certainly  not ! No,  but  a number  of  Britifh 
and  Ii ilia.  Transfer  the  Irifh  Teamen  to  the  French,  and 
where  is  the  Britifh  navy  ? How  comes  it  then  that  you 
truft  that  body  to  fight  this  caufe,  or  call  it  what  you  pleale, 
in  fuch  a proportion,  that  their  indifpofition  to  you  would  be 
fatal,  and  yet  tell  thefe  very  people,  after  they  have  bled  in 
that  caufe,  that  in  a proportion  in  which  they  can’t  be  mif- 
chievous,  and  have  every  reafon  to  be  amicai,  they  are  to 
be  fufpe&ed,  excluded,  and  incapacitated  ? What  is  this  in 
other  words  but  to  confefs,  that  the  Minidry  are  enemies  to 
the  popular  part  of  the  conftitution  in  Ireland  ? That  they 
are  very  willing  to  make  ufe  of  the  people  for  the  purpofe 
of  the  empire,  and  to  abufe  them  from  the  purpofe  of  the 
conftitulion ; and  therefore,  partly  by  per.al  laws,  and  partly 
by  boroughs,  they  exclude  from  parliament,  for  any  purpofe 
of  real  reprefentation,  the  people  of  Ireland  of  all  religions. 
That  confidering  the  great  power  and  united  force  of  the 
enemy,  confidering  the  reduetd  force  of  the  empire,  whe- 
ther her  phyfical  force  in  general,  or  the  force  of  that  de- 
feription  of  men  called  navy,  army  or  militia;  that  he  did 
not  hefitate  to  fay,  the  prefervation  of  the  empire  in  the  end 
muft  be  decided  by  its  unanimity,  and  that  unanimity,  if  the 
Minifter  feparated  the  Catholics  from  the  conftitution,  was 
by  that  leparation  rendered  impofiibk,  and  therefore  he  fub- 
mitted  this  tor  the  confideration  of  England,  that  the  Mtnif- 
ter  who  feparates  the  Roman  Catholics  from  the  conftitu- 
tion, feparates  them  from  the  empire.  That  he  begged  to 
confider  this  quefiion  not  only  with  reference  to  the  em- 
pire but  to  the  parliament,  for  vvhofe  authority  men  affc&ed 
fo  much  anxiety  ; and  whether  a Minifter,  who  endeavoured 
to  make  it  corrupt,  was  judicious  to  make  it  proferiptive, 
except  he  meant  to  invite  and  demand  its  reformation. — 
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He  obferved,  that  the  bankrupt  could  fit  in  parliament  and 
tax  the  Catholics,  though  he  cannot  fo  eafily  tax  hirnfelf; 
that  the  perfons  who  had  voted  that  the  parliament  of  ano- 
ther country  could  make  laws  for  Ireland,  can  fit  in  parlia- 
ment; they  may  legiflate  in  that  body  whofe  rights  they 
furrendered ; that  the  perfons  who  voted  that  the  privy 
councils  of  both  countries  might  interfere  in  your  legiflature, 
may  fit  in  parliament,  and  prefide  over  the  very  privileges 
they  betray  ; the  men  who  bought  the  peerage,  they  may 
fit  in  parliament ; the  man  who  fold  your  peerage,  may  fit 
in  parliament — he  may  be  your  Viceroy,  he  was  your  Vice- 
roy; in  fnort  deifm,  atheifm,  profligacy  and  penury,  may 
ft  in  parliament,  which  is  left  open  to  every  imaginable 
crime  by  ycur  laws,  and  ftudioufly  corrupted  by  your  Minif- 
ters.  Look  to  your  peerage.  How  many  Englifh  and  Scots 
are  daily  made  your  law-givers.  Have  you  remonftrated 
againft  this  periodical  lift,  which  the  breath  of  a Britifh 
Minifter  qualifies  to  give  law  and  judgment  in  Ireland,  with- 
out any  connection  with  this  country  whatever  ? The  per- 
fons who  think  they  would  be  difparaged,  if  their  country- 
men of  large  intereft  and  Irifh  intereft  fat  by  their  fide,  and 
whofe  empty  vanity  cries  out  as  againft  pollution,  do  they 
flhew  any  fpirit  on  this  periodical  provocation  ? Look  at  your 
bench  of  bifhops,  one  half  I believe  Englifh.  If  the  people 
tolerate  that  inundation,  fhall  not  they  tolerate  the  people  ? 
May  not  the  Minifter  fubmit  to  have  perfons  of  Irifh  nativity 
and  Irifh  intereft  ft  in  parliament,  notwithftanding  their  re- 
Sigion,  when  the  Irifh  fubmit  to  have  Englifhmen  ft  in  both 
Eloufes,  notwithftanding  the  abfence  of  Irifh  nativity,  Irifh 
property,  and  Irifh  intereft  ? If  he  infifts  that  the  Englifh  re- 
ligion fhall  be  a necelfary  qualification  to  fit  in  an  Irifh  par- 
liament, he  will  teach  us  to  infift,  that  Irifh  intereft  fhall  be 
a necefiary  qualification  alfo;  in  fhort,  if  the  Minifter  in- 
fifts on  a religious  teft,  we  muft  infift  on  a national  one  ; and 
if  it  is  held  to  be  necefiarv  for  our  connexion  with  England, 
that  Irifh  Catholics  of  Irifh  property  and  intereft,  fhall  not 
fit  in  parliament,  is  it  many  times  more  necefiary,  for  what 
is  of  more  confequence  to  us,  our  connection  with  our- 
felves,  that  Englifhmen  tho’  Proteftants,  having  no  Irifh 
intereft  or  property,  fhould  be  banifhed  out  of  parliament  ? 
That  he  begged  to  know  whether  it  was  dangerous  to  truft 
Catholics  in  the  ftate,  and  fafe  to  commit  the  ftate  to  a fet 
of  jobbers?  Whether  it  was  dangerous  to  make  a Catholic 
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a Peer,  and  fife  to  make  the  man  who  fold  the  peerage  a 
Viceroy  ? Whether  it  was  dangerous  to  admit  the  Catholic 
in  poft  of  truft,  and  fate  to  commit  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
jc6t  to  Scots  Fencibles  and  Englifh  commanders?  Whether 
it  was  juft  that  Englifh  abfentees  fliould  be  exempted  trom 
the  taxes  of  the  ftate,  and  the  Catholics  lhould  pay  the  taxes, 
and  lhould  not  be  entitled  to  its  privileges  ? r£  hat  he  begged 
to  put  this  queftion — were  they  a province  to  England  ? It 
fo,  let  the  dependance  on  the  Englifh  government  be  the 
qualification,  if  not,  don’t  make  the  religion  ot  the^  Irifh 
the  qualification  ; that  thefe  queftions  led  to  a dilcove- 
ry  of  our  real  fituation,  namely,  that  we  were  a province 
in  a malk,  and  that  the  Englifh  cabinet  fat  in  the  parliament 
of  Ireland,  and  as  the  parliament,  to  the  exclufion  not  only 
of  the  Catholics  but  the  country;  that  the  idea  that  an  Eng- 
lifh gentleman  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  cabinet,  fhould 
come  to  this  country  to  tell  us,  that  it  is  neceffary  for  his 
country  that  we  fhould  exclude  ours,  or  a principal  part  of 
ourfelves,  is  an  infult  fo  impudent  and  blafled,  that  it  could 
only  be  tolerated,  provided  Great-Britain  had  conquered 
France  and  Spain  and  America  ; that  to  import  thole  who 
would  export  the  natives,  that  is,  exclude  them  Irom  power 
and  privilege  in  their  own  country,  is  a proceeding  which 
the  Houle  and  the  country  will  have,  I hope,  too  much 
fpirit  long  to  fubmit  to;  that  an  argument  is  advanced  to 
excufe  their  injuflice,  which  he  wifhed  to  repeat,  more 
from  its  fingularity  than  its  llrength ; they  tell  the  Catholics 
that  the  things  they  withhold  are  nothing  ; the  patrons  of  bo- 
roughs, placemen  and  penfioners,  hold  out  this  language, 
that  feats  in  parliament  and  offices  in  the  ftate  are  nothing, 
and  that  it  is  of  no  confequence  to  the  Catholics  to  exclude 
all  their  leading  men  from  the  ftate  and  the  parliament. 
Suppofe  the  Minifter  fhould  take  thefe  men  at  their  word, 
and  fav  to  the  placemen,  you  can  have  no  obje£Iion,  after 
your  language  to  the  Catholics,  to  fupport  government  with- 
out office  ; or  fuppofe  the  reformer  fhould  now  fay  to  the 
borough  patron,  you  can  have  no  obje&ion  to  the  reform, 
a borough  can  be  no  object ; or  fuppofe  the  Catholic  elec- 
tor lhould  anfwer  the  candidate  on  the  next  general  eleftion, 
as  he  anfwers  the  Catholic  here,  I cannot  vote  for  you, 
but  you  don’t  regard  that,  a feat  in  parliament  is  nothing — 
no  ; ’tis  replied,  thefe  things  are  very  great  obje£ts  indeed, 
but  they  are  only  objects  to  us,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  pof- 
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fefting  them,  and  of  monopolizing  them  ; in  other  words, 
thele  men  prefcribe  for  thefe  things  as  the  old  natural  jobbers 
of  the  country,  they  demand  all  power  and  all  place,  in 
confideration  of  the  fuperior  purity  and  difintereftednefs  of 
their  religion; — “ Give  us  all  the  good  things  on  earth,  in 
“ the  name  of  God  ; and  in  God’s  mercy  give  nothing  to 
“ the  reft  of  our  fel!ow-fubjedls.,,  Thus  this  pure  and  pious 
paffion  tor  church  and  ftate,  turns  out  to  be  a fort  of  po- 
litical gluttony — an  afcendancy  hunger — a ftate  voracity — an 
inordinate  appetite  for  temporal  gratifications,  in  confidera- 
tion of  fpiritual  perfe&ion;  and  in  confequence  of  this  vile 
and  mean,  felfifh  and  beaftly  monopoly,  your  ftate  becomes 
an  oligarchy,  the  worft  fpecies  of  oligarchy,  a plebeian 
oligarchy.  1 love  the  Proteftants,  I love  the  Prefbvterian, 
and  I love  the  Catholics,  that  is,  I love  the  Irifh  ; if  ever 
my  affedfion  abates,  it  is  when  they  hate  one  another.  He 
faid  he  approved  of  the  Britifh  Miniftry,  when  they  libe- 
ralized towards  the  Catholic,  and  condemned  the  Miniftry 
in  95,  when  it  renounced  its  liberality  and  its  honour,  and 
returned  to  its  barbarity,  and  employed  Chriftian  fedfs,  like? 
hell-hounds,  to  hunt  down  one  another.  That  in  confe- 
quence of  this,  they  have  fet  up  in  Ireland  a profcriptive 
ftate — a profcriptive  parliament — a profcriptive  monarchy — ■ 
a profcriptive  connexion  ; they  have  done  fo  when  the  con- 
dition of  the  empire  is  in  a great  degree  feeble,  and  that 
of  the  conftitution  in  the  laft  degree  corrupt.  Thus  they 
make  the  empire  feeble,  and  the  conftituted  authorities  pro- 
fligate, and  after  purpofe  to  make  them  profcriptive  ; and 
do  this  when  they  are  to  encounter  abroad,  not  only  the  tri- 
umph of  arms  but  of  revolutions,  as  one  way  of  defeating 
both  and  fetting  them  at  defiance.  He  moved  the  following 
refolution  : 

“ Refolved  that  the  admiflibiiity  of  perfons  profefling  the 
“ Roman  Catholic  religion  to  feats  in  parliament,  is  confift- 
“ ent  with  the  fafety  of  the  crown,  and  the  connedlion  of 
“ Ireland  with  Gieat-Britain.” 

This  rerolution  was  feconded  by  Mr.  G.  Ponsonby. 
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Mr.  Knox  having  formerly  and  uniformly  been  the 
aflertor  of  Catholic  freedom,  ftill  retained  the  fame  fenti- 
inents  on  the  fubjedt  of  complete  emancipation.  Confidered 
abflra&edlv,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  fupported  by  juftice, 
and  recommended  by  promifing  very  cxtenfive  benefits  to  this 
country  and  to  the  empire  ; but  as  from  the  late  decifions  on 
that  queflion  it  mud  be  apparent,  that  there  was  at  prefent 
no  hope  of  carrying  that  meafure,  however  defirable,  and  as 
the  agitating  it  without  fuccefs,  mud  tend  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  both  Catholics  and  Proteftants  at  this  very  delicate 
crilis,  he  thought  it  wife  to  avoid  the  difcuflion.  He  therefore 
paved  the  order  of  the  day. 

Sir  Boyle  Roche.  Sir,  I confefs  that  I never  was  more 
aflonifhcd  than  I was  on  Thurfday  lafl,  when  I heard  the 
Right  Hon.  Member  introduce  the  claims  of  the  Catholics 
as  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs  to  his  Majefly.  At  that 
time,  in  as  flrong  expreflions  as  I could  find,  I marked  my 
difapprobation  of  fo  extraordinary  an  interference;  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  the  Catholics  had  an  enemy,  he  could  not 
devife  a more  effe&ual  means  to  injure  them.  In  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  all  his  Majefty’s  loyal  fubje&s  of  every 
defcripticn,  are  called  upon  to  arm  in  defence  of  the  conflitu- 
tion  ; and  this  is  the  occafion  which  the  Right  Hon.  Member 
feizes  upon  to  counteract  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  to  hold 
up  the  Catholic  people  in  oppofition  to  his  Majefty’s  govern- 
ment. His  motion  this  night  is  of  a piece  with  the  former  one, 
and  (hall  meet  with  my  decided  negative.  As  the  Right  Hon, 
Member  has  gone  fo  tar,  I fhould  wifli  he  would  inform  us 
what  Catholics  he  has  confulted  with,  that  we  may  be  judges 
of  the  honour  and  credit  of  thofe  who  have  inftigated  him 
to  do  the  whole  body  fo  much  injury.  To  this  queflion  I 
have  a right  to  expert  an  anfwer. — [Here  Sir  Boyle  paufed, 
and  no  reply  being  made,  he  proceeded]  : — As  no  anfwer  is 
made  to  me,  I have  a right  to  fuppofe,  that  a defcripticn  of 
people  under  the  denomination  of  United  Irifhmen,  pufhed 
on  by  Watt  Tyler  and  Jack  Straw,  the  leaders  of  the  mob 
in  this  capital,  have  confulted  with  the  Right  Hon.  Member 
on  this  occafion.  If  the  Right  Hon.  Member  had  flood 
forth  and  faid,  that  the  Catholic  body  was  prepared  to  arm 
in  defence  of  their  country  and  of  the  laws,  he  would  have 
done  them  juflice  ; but  to  introduce  them  in  the  light  of  the 
enemies  of  both,  has  a degree  of  temerity  in  it  difficult  to 
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explain.  About  the  beginning  of  1792,  the  Noblemen, 
Gentlemen  and  Clergy,  of  this  perfuafion,  the  men  of  pro- 
perty amongft  them,  their  natural  heads,  were  compelled  to 
the  difagreeable  neceflity  of  coming  forward,  to  difavow  the 
manifeftoes  of  the  mob  of  Dublin,  which  prefumed  to  fpeak 
in  their  name.  Thefe  honourable  men  fpoke  once  for  all, 
and  their  a&ions  have  proved,  and  will  prove  on  all  occafions, 
that  they  fpoke  truly.  To  my  certain  knowledge,  the  great 
body  of  the  Catholics  are  imprefled  with  gratitude  to  the 
beft  of  Kings — they  have  proved  their  loyalty  in  the  word:  of 
times,  and  they  are  all  fenfible,  that  from  the  reign  of  James 
the  Firft  to  the  prefent  day,  they  never  received  the  protec- 
tion and  folid  benefits  which  they  have  done  under  the  auf~ 
pices  of  his  prefent  Majeftv ; and  I am  convinced,  that  on 
this  critical  occafion  they  will  difappoint  their  enemies,  and 
evince  their  certain  attachment,  by  their  vigorous  exertions  in 
common  with  the  reft  of  the  nation. 

Colonel  Blaquiere  was  lor  conpng  to  a decifion  on  the 
main  queftion,  and  for  reje&ing  the  refolution,  exprefsly  in 
the  fame  ftrong  declarations  of  hoftility  to  the  Catholic  claim 
which  he  had  avowed  on  Thurfday  night. 

Sir  F.  Flood  agreed  in  the  principle  of  the  refolution  ; 
he  even  went  farther,  and  believed  the  full  admiffion  of  the 
Catholics  could  not  injure  even  what  was  vulgarly  called  the 
Proteftant  Afcendancy.  But  there  was  a time  for  every 
thing,  and  it  appeared  to  him  evident  that  this  was  not  the 
time  for  prefting  this  motion.  Indeed  though  he  would  fup- 
port  a refolution  of  this  kind  at  a proper  time,  yet  when 
that  time  was  come,  he  would  fhew  that  what  the  Catholics 
yet  wanted,  was  but  moonftfine  compared  with  what  they 
had  got. 

Mr.  Arch d all  faid  he  fhould  advert  only  to  two  parts 
of  Mr.  Grattan’s  fpeech,  one  was,  where  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  declared  he  loved  the  Proteftants,  while  he 
contended  for  the  Roman  Catholics;  this,  he  faid,  reminded 
him  of  another  declaration  he  had  fomewhere  feen,  which 
was,  I love  the  Roman  Catholic,  but  prefer  the  Proteftant  ; 
and  this  double  fort  of  affedlion  reminded  him  ftill  farther 
of  what  is  mentioned  in  feme  verfes  of  Lady  Mary  W. 

Montague, 
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Montague,  who,  ck fcribing  a man  of  fafhion  in  her  days, 
tells  us  he  kept 

**  A Mifs  for  pleafure,  and  a Wife  for  breed.” 

He  laid,  the  blandifhments  of  Reman  Catholic  popularity, 
were  however  not  to  be  compared  to  the  fettled  happinefs  of 
Proteflant  duty,  efpecially  when  it  is  recollected  what  ad- 
vantageous proofs  a Proteflant  Parliament,  like  the  good 
wife,  can  bring  forth  of  its  legalized  attachment,  in  the 
fhort  time  of  geflation  of  a Angle  feiTion.  The  other  part 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman’s  lpeech  was,  where  he  had 
obferved,  that  though  the  Roman  Catholics  were  loyal,  it 
could  not  in  the  prelent  pofture  of  things  be  expected  they 
fbould  be  warmly  fo,  or  come  cordially  forward  with  their 
efforts  at  this  crifis.  This,  he  laid,  reminded  him  of  the 
two  coufins  in  the  play,  where  one  tells  the  other,  “ if  ever 
he  fhould  want  money,  always  td  depend  on  him  for  affilt-  „ 
ance,  as  he  would  always  do  any  thing  for  him,  except 
three  things  ; he  v/ould  never  give  him  money,  and  he  wotild 
never  lend  him  money,  and  he  would  never  be  bound  for 
him.’5  Nov/,  was  not  this  a loyal  coufin  ? He  faid  he  fliould 
not  now  enter  at  large  into  the  Catholic  queftion,  as  it  had 
been  amply  debated  on  a former  occafion,  but  fhould  conff- 
der  this  motion,  as  offered  at  this  time,  merely  on  the  ground 
of  intimidation  ; and  in  this  refpect,  he  faid,  he  was  fure 
there  was  nothing  to  intimidate—nothing  of  that  nature  with- 
in thofe  wralls,  or  without.  He  was  indeed  aware  that  gen- 
tlemen had  long  been  uied,  tho’  not  to  be  intimidated,  yet 
certainly  to  be  influenced  by  the  voice  of  an  authority  of 
their  own  creating,  but  it  was  now  plain  that  the  authority 
he  alluded  to  could  influence  us  no  more*  He  inffanced  the 
two  divifions  of  Thurfday  laft  and  Friday,  when,  on  two 
great  national  fubjedts  the  experiment  had  been  tried,  and 
had  failed,  for  it  had  produced  two  minorities,  one  of  12, 
and  the  other  of  7,  which  fhould  be  a proof  that  the  expe- 
riment ought  not  to  be  repeated.  He  faid  it  was  in  vain  to 
make  the  common-place  objections,  fo  often  made,  but  never 
believed,  about  the  means  of  procuring  majorities  againffc 
conviction.  On  the  occafions  he  mentioned  they  were  par- 
ticularly inapplicable,  for  thefe  had  been  majorities  of  the 
country  gentlemen  ; and  it  was  as  vain  to  fay,  what  fome 
gentlemen  in  thofe  rriinorhies  had  faid  at  the  time,  that  they 
appealed  from  the  fentcnce  of  fuch  divifions  to  the  fenfe  of 
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the  people  ; the  fenfe  of  the  people  would  not  be  in  their 
favour,  for  he  looked  on  it  as  an  eftablifhed  truth,  that  they 
who  lofe  popularity  in  parliament,  will  foon  lofe  it  with  the 
public,  between  whom  there  was  always  (uch  a fympathy  in 
that  refpedt,  and  popularity  was  fo  much  identified  with 
them  both,  that  though  the  people  indeed  mull  twine  it 
round  a favourite’s  brows,  they  firfl  engraft  it  on  a parlia- 
mentary flock,  and  when  that  decays,  the  withering  laurel 
is  an  ever-green  no  longer : So  far,  therefore,  from  there 
being  any  thing  to  intimidate,  there  was  nothing  left  to  influ- 
ence ; for  the  fadt  was,  he  faid,  that  from  the  unhappy  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times,  or  perhaps  from  other  circum- 
ftances,  there  was  now  no  individual  in  the  Houfe  popular 
enough  to  do  much  either  of  good  or  of  evil,  and  he  was 
lorry  for  it,  becaufe,  as  to  evil,  he  well  knew  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  wilhed  not  that,  for  his  nature  was  not 
evil.  But  what  he  regretted  was,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman could  do  no  good,  which  he  would  prove  in  the 
bed  manner,  for  he  would  prove  it  from  the  words  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  himfelf.  But  here,  he  faid,  he 
would  fhortly  look  back  to  the  time  when  the  influence  of 
that  gentleman’s  popularity,  both  within  thofe  walls  and 
without,  was  at  its  height — the  time  when  Mr.  Pelham  came 
firfl  as  a Minifler  to  this  country.  Pie  faid,  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman’s  afcendancy  fhone  then  as  the  polar  flar  in  the 
hemifphere  of  the  political  world,  by  which  the  public  fleer- 
ed its  opinion,  observing  it  fixed  to  principles,  and  that  it 
then  never  declined  to  the  horizon  of  party  ; but  now,  he 
faid,  he  could  compare  its  brightnefs  only  to  that  of  a comer, 
which  indeed,  in  the  poet’s  language, 

— “ From  its  horrid  hair 

e*  Shakes  peftilence  and  death,”—  i r 

but  in  reality  has  no  influence  on  human  affairs,  and  though 
men  may  gaze  at  it,  it  is  a fign  of  nothing  but  its  own  An- 
gularity. He  faid,  fo  it  was  with  the  influence  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman’s  afcendancy,  which  had  been  gradually 
changing  through  fuccefTrve  parliaments,  till  it  had  now  ar- 
rived at  that  point  of  eccentricity  when  it  could  have  bo 
effedf  either  one  way  or  the  other,  and  he  fhould  prove  it 
from  his  own  words.  He  read  an  extradt  from  the  journik 
of  the  year  1793,  vvheri  the  elective  franchise  was  conceded  to 
the  Roman  Catholics,  and  when  an  amendment  was  made  to 
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the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  in 
which,  after  fome  expreffions  of  the  greated  duty  and  pro- 
priety, the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  moved  the  Houfe  to 
allure  his  Majeftv,  that  “ We  will  not  fail  to  imprefs  the 
minds  of  your  Majefty’s  Roman  Catholic  lubjedts  with  a 
fcnfe  of  the  lingular  and  eternal  obligations,  which  they  owe 
to  the  Throne*  and  to  your  Majell)’s  Royal  Perfon  and 
Family.’’ — Indeed  ! and  now  not  warm  in  their  loyalty — 
and  now  not  to  be  expedted  cordial  at  this  crifts  ? Had  lo 
fmall  an  interval  made  fo  great  an  alteration  ? Was  this  lin- 
gular and  eternal  obligation  fo  foon  forgot  ? Or  had  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  on  his  part  failed  to  imprefs  the  fenfe  oi  it 
on  the  minds  of  his  Majefty's  Roman  Catholic  fubjedts  ? No, 
for  in  his  well-known  addrefs  to  them  afterwards,  had  he 
not  done  his  belt  to  confirm  it  ? But  taking  all  together,  it 
was  the  proof  of  what  he  had  afferted,  that  the  Right  Horn 
Gentleman  could  do  nothing.  He  Paid,  that  when  not  only 
the  eledtive  franchife  had  beei;  conceded  to  them,  but  ad- 
miffion  to  the  Bench  of  Magiftracy, , to  the  Bar,  to  the 
Navy,  to  the  Army,  and  almoft  to  all  the  offices  of  the 
kingdom — more  than  their  requeft,  but  it  feems  not  enough 
for  their  fatisfadtion.  After  this,  to  hear  of  cool  loyalty  in 
the  prefent  ci  ifis,  or,  as  had  been  faid  before,  that  they  were 
even  affronted  and  alienated ; was  this  the  return  to  the 
Father  of  his  people  ? Was  this  the  return  from  that  part  of 
his  family  ? Fie  faid,  the  thought  was  fo  painful,  though 
improbable,  that  he  would  dilmifs  it  from  his  mind  with  a 
wiffi,  in  better  words  than  his  own,  that  their  common  Fa- 
ther might  never  feel,  “ how  fharper  than  a ferpent’s  tooth 
it  is  to  have  a thanklefs  child.”  Such  thoughts  might  be 
fuggefted  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  in  order  to  inti- 
midate, but  as  they  were  without  foundation,  they  would  be 
without  effedP  He  hoped  and  trufted  his  Majefty’s  Roman 
Catholic  fubjects  were  warmly  loyal,  and  neither  affronted 
nor  alienated  ; ior  was  not  this  the  fenfe  wTich  muff  be  im- 
preffed  on  their  minds  by  the  addrefs  to  them  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman,  which  he  had  mentioned,  and  in  which 
they  were  aavifed  by  no  means  to  pofipone  the  conlidera- 
tion  of  their  fortunes  till  after  the  war,  and  in  which  they 
were  inftru^ed  to  rely  on  it  that  their  Emancipation  Bill 
mufi  pais?  Mr.  Archdall  faid  he  would  give  his  own  inter- 
pretation to  thofe  words,  and  was  fure  they  were  intended 
to  convey  the  fame  advice,  which  he  had  himfelf  expreffed 
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on  a former  ofccfion  to  the  Houfe,  which  was,  that  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  fhould  indeed  avail  themfelves  of  the  prefent 
emergency  of  the  war,  but  it  fhould  be  by  coming  forward 
with  the  moft  explicit  declarations  of  loyalty  ; that  was  the 
proper  method  of  confidering  their  fortunes  : And  as  to  the 
afl'urance  that  their  bill  ; — was  not  that  only  exhorting 

them  to  remain  dutiful  and  quiet  till  the  time  when  it  fhould 
be  accompliftied  ? If  this  is  not  fo,  and  jf  an  argument  was 
true  which  had  been  adduced  on  the  other  fide,  from  their 
numbers;  if  it  was  true  that  their  force  was  three  millions, 
the  population  of  the  empire  fifteen,  and  that  of  the  enemy 
thirty  millions ; and  that  in  cafe  of  invafion,  fuch  an  accef- 
fion  to  them5  and  defe&ion  from  us,  would  make  a differ- 
ence of  fix  millions  to  our  difadvantage  ; an  argument  of 
all  others  the  moft  calculated  to  intimidate.— -See  at  laft  the 
real  amount  of  the  reafoning  for  what  is  called  Emancipa- 
tion. Give  us  our  Emancipation  and  we  will  not  thank  you ; 
refufe  it*  and  we  will  rebel  ! Was  it,  he  alked,  after  all 
come  to  this  ? No — He  denied  the  implication — it  would  be 
a libel  on  the  Catholic  body,  and  the  good  fenfe  and  good 
nature  of  a Proteftant  parliament  would  not  admit  fuch  a 
thought,  but  would  fhew  that,  though  it  might  give  much, 
as  it  has  already  given,  to  duty  and  fubmiflion,  it  would 
yield  nothing— nothing  whatever  to  threats  and  intimida- 
tion. 

Hon.  D.  Browne  faid,  that  as  far  as  the  ftatement  of 
the  Right  Horn  Gentleman  went  to  fupport  the  refolution  he 
bad  propofed,  he  adopted  it ; as  far  as  it  went  to  a general 
ftatement  of  the  fituation  of  the  empire,  he  difclaimed  it  ; 
as  far  as  it  went  to  ftate,  that  this  was  a queftion  between  the 
Englifh  and  Irifh  ration,  he  difclaimed  it.  He  knew  the 
difpcfition  of  the  Englifh  nation  was  favourable  to  the  Ca- 
tholic; he  confidefed  it  entirely  as  a queftion  of  internal 
policy,  and  as  fuch  he  would  debate  it.  He  could  not 
think  that  the  Zeal  of  the  Catholic  in  the  common  caufe 
would  be  lukewarm  ; if  he  thought  fo,  he  would  not  be, 
as  he  was  proud  of  being,  among  their  advocates.  He  could 
not  agree  to  the  motion  of  the  Elon.  Gentleman  for  the 
order  of  the  day,  becaufe  that  precluded  the  fair  confidera- 
tioii  the  queftion  deferved,  much  lefs  would  he  fubfcribe  to 
the  do&rine,  that  becaufe  this  queftion  was  not  called  for 
by  the  Catholic,  that  therefore  it  ought  not  to  be  brought 
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forward.  Clamorous  prayer,  in  times  of  public  trouble,  is 
a conftruCtive  threat ; there  were  very  wife  principles  of 
public  policy  that  made  conceflions  to  fuch  inexpedient ; the 
refolution  comes  before  you  conditionally  propofed  by  one 
of  your  members,  on  fuch  it  fhould  be  confidered  on  its  own 
principle.  Perhaps  there  was  fomething  in  the  times  that 
made  confideration  of  the  quedion  now  more  timely  and 
proper  than  fince  its  firft  agitation  in  this  parliament.  The 
common  enemy  of  all  religions,  of  all  fociety,  of  human 
happinefs  had  fpent  his  force  ; he  was  ai  reded  in  his  piogrefs 
by  the  protecting  hand  of  Providence.  Perfons  of  all  per- 
fuafions  in  this  country,  mud  look  to  the  wifdom  and  libe- 
rality of  their  own  legiflature,  for  alteration  or  ceflion  of 
political  privilege  ; to  this  fyftem  the  Catholic  may  fafely 
appeal,  his  caufe  was  a good  one  ; nothing  but  clamour  and 
intemperance  can  arreft  its  progrefs.  If  he  is  patient, 
loyal,  and  temperate,  truth  will  prevail,  and  prejudice 
mull:  fall  before  it.  Senfible  and  informed  men  ^gree 
in  the  general  principle  that  civil  didinCtions  were  ini- 
mical to  that  union  that  was  neceflary  for  the  general  har- 
mony and  profperity  of  a date ; but  fuch  is  the  weaknefs  of 
human  nature,  that  if  you  apply  a general  principle  to  a 
particular  cafe,  prejudice  clouds  the  judgment  and  difables 
the  reafon.  The  fpirit  of  the  reformation  and  the  principle 
of  civil  liberty  effected  in  England  the  revolution.  England 
had  to  war  in  this  country  with  a blinded  prejudice  of  reli- 
gion and  policy.  The  Irifh  Catholic  adhered  to  King  James, 
the  Protedant  to  the  Revolution  ; thus  religion  was  made 
the  dandard  of  party,  and  from  this  connection  of  principle 
arofe  the  penal  law  againd  the  Catholics.  From  the  reign 
of  George  II.  gradually,  the  pretenfion  of  the  abdicated  King 
was  forgot,  and  long  fince  it  has  been  lod  in  the  mild  rule  of 
the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick.  No  perfon  will  deny  that  reli- 
gious prejudice  dands  alone  now,  and  againd  fuch,  from  the 
edablifhment  of  Chridianity  to  this  day,  penal  law  or  redac- 
tion has  been  found  ineffectual  for  any  purpofe,but  todrengthen 
and  confirm  them.  I rather  wifh  the  refolution  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  gone  to  all  the  difabilities  of  Catholics 
in  Ireland,  it  could  have  been  debated  on  a broader  princi- 
ple ; but  as  it  dands,  I fubferibe  to  it ; it  is  perfectly  confid- 
ent with  the  connection  between  England  and  Ireland  ; and 
perfectly  confident  with  the  afcendancy  of  the  Protedant: 
Nothing  marks  more  drongly  the  variance  of  reafon  and  pre- 
judice 
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judice  than  it,  what  you  have  given  to  the  Catholic,  and 
what  you  have  kept  from  him.  You  (hould  not  have  allow- 
ed the  Catholic  to  acquire  property  in  Ireland,  if  you  dif- 
allowed  of  an  equality  of  civil  rights,  becaufe  equality  of 
property  and  inequality  of  civil  rights,  are  incompatible  with 
each  other.  You  Ihould  not  have  allowed  the  Catholic  to 
be  an  eledfor  of  your  parliament,  and  deny  him  the  power 
of  being  ele&ed,  becaufe  you  thereby  make  a feparate  in- 
tereft  between  the  elector  and  eledted  ; you  make  an  odten-r 
nial  commemoration,  not  of  your  liberality,  but  of  their  dis- 
ability, and  thereby  make  religious  factions  in  your  country 
and  in  your  parliament.  I have  heard  it  objedted  to  the 
removal  of  this  reftridlion,— if  you  do,  you  will  deflroy  the 
Proteftant  afcendancy  here  : The  landed  property  is  in  the 
proportion  of  fifty  no  one  in  the  hands  of  the  Proteftant  ; to 
the  local  knowledge  of  the  gentlemen  round  me,  1 appeal  for 
the  influence  this  privilege  would  have  on  the  county  re- 
presentation of  Ireland  ; in  Ulfter  it  would  have  none  ; in 
Connaught  it  would  not  influence  in  a Angle  inftance  ; the 
gentlemen  of  Leinfter  and  Munfter  know  how  far  it  would 
affedt  thofe  provinces.  As  the  representation  Hands  now, 
you  have  for  counties  64  members,  for  free  cities  and  clofe 
boroughs  236:— Would  the  religion  of  the  Catholic,  think 
you,  make  its  way  into  the  representation  of  the  boroughs  ? 
But,  fay  the  oppofers  of  the  principles  of  this  refolution,  if 
you  -admit  the  Catholic  he  will  force  a reform,  as  it  is  called, 
of  parliament,  that  is,  he  will  throw  the  reprefentation  from 
the  borough  into  the  county.  Without  going  into  the  quef- 
tion  of  the  means  by  which  he  could  do  this,  it  will  be 
eafy  to  prove  it  is  not  the  Catholic  intereft, — the  Catholic  is 
the  monied,  not  the  landed  interefl  of  Ireland.  As  the  re- 
prefentation (lands  now,  an  able  or  a rich  Catholic  could 
find  his  way  into  parliament;  but  if  you  throw  the  repre- 
fentation to  the  landed  interefl,  it  is  put  of  his  reach.  I 
have  heard  it  urged  againft  further  liberation  to  the  Catho- 
lics, that  he  was  ill -affected,  and  therefore  undeferving  of  it; 
civil  reftridtions  are  intended  as  barriers  lor  fecurity,  not  as 
punifhment  for  offences;  if  it  is  conftftent  with  Proteftant 
Security,  it  ought  to  be  admitted  ; — but  I have  another  an- 
fwer  to  give  to  that  charge,  it  is  unfounded.  If  gentlemen 
will  judge  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  from  turbulent  dema- 
gogues of  this  town,  or  from  their  inflammatory  publicati- 
ons, they  will  judge  wrongly  of  their  principle  and  charac- 
ter i 
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tef;  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  have  as  little  connexion  with 
fuel-!,  as  they  have  who  pretend  to  fufpect  them.  Among 
the  Catholics,  as  among  other  fe£ts,  there  are  good  and  bad 
men  ; but  their  principle,  their  intereft,  and  their  religion  is 
royal  ; they  (hewed  it  in  the  American  war;  they  will  fhew 
it  rOw  again!!  the  common  enemy;  they  will  put  down 
their  detra&ors,  they  will  arm  their  triends  with  unanfwera- 
bie  argument,  and  they  will  carry  their  obje6t.  Thus  they 
will  clofe  their  account  with  the  Hate#,  to  which  their  ffrength 
will  be  a bulwark,  and  their  -zeal  an  effectual  prote£tion. 

Dr.  Duigenan  faid,  he  was  led  to  obtrude  his  fenti- 
merits  oh  the  Houfe,  by  hearing  fuch  fentiments  thrown  out, 
and  fo  much  arrogance  difplayed,  as  rendered  it  impoftible 
for  any  man  to  abftain  from  reprobating  the  condu£t  which 
was  this  night  witneffed.  This  motion  had  been  made  on 
the  full  night  of  the  feflion  in  another  fhape,  and  then  mod 
defervcdly  reprobated  ; the  fame  arguments  had  been  urged 
which  had  been  heard  this  night,  with  fome  amplification 
indeed,  but  no  additional  ffrength.  He  would  not,  he  faid, 
advert  to  the  motives  which  might  influence  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman,  he  would  not  aferibe  ill  motives  to  him— 
let  his  motives  reft  in  his  own  heart  ; but  he  would  fay,  that 
this  refolution  could  not  be  complied  with  by  the  Houfe, 
without  producing  the  greatefl  mifehief  poflihle.  He  would 
confine  himfelf  tathe  repelling,  as  far  as  he  could,  the  effects 
of  thefe  defperate  motions.  The  two  motions  he  would 
confider  at  the  fame  time  ; they  were  in  effect  the  fame, 
and  by  them  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  decide  on  a 
great  political  queftion,  which  Ln  its  nature  mud  agitate  with 
the  ftrongeft  and  molt  convulfive  feeling  the  whole  body 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  Proteftants  and  Romani ft.s,  and 
drive  them  into  the  moil  frightful  and  latal  diffentions,  at 
the  very  moment  when  they  were  called  upon  by  the  Crown 
to  arm  in  the  common  caufe,  of  repelling  a foreign -invafion 
of  the  moll  cruel  and  implacable  enemies,  and  the  dark 
confpiracies  of  faogninary  traitors  at  home.  It  would  feem 
as  if  the  daemon  of  difeerd  hau  fuggefted  them  ; they  were 
calculated  to  arm  us  for  mutual  deftruction,  like  the  bloody 
crop  which  fprang  froth  the  dragon’s  teeih,  at  the  inftant 
when  we  were  exhorted  by  car  governors  to  lace  on  our 
helmets,  unfheath  our  fwords,  and  charge  the  common  ene- 
my— an  enemy  ready  to  affault  us,  and  involve  the  whole 
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country  in  general  {laughter.  The  probable  efFe£t  oF  thefe 
portentous  and  deferable  motions  would  be,  in  (lead  of  form- 
ing us  into  an  impregnable  phalanx  tor  mutual  prefervation, 
to  divide  us  into  furious  hottile  bands  for  mutual  carnage  and 
definition,  and  to  lave  the  French  the  trouble  of  cutting 
our  throats,  and  make  us  cur  own  executioners.  Every 
member  of  the  Hcufe  knew  that  this  meafure  had  been  al- 
ready, and  in  the  very  laft  year,  during  the  rage  and  tem- 
ped: of  the  furious  war  in  which  we  were  engaged,  rejeTed 
by  an  immente  majority  of  that  Houfc,  after  one  of  the 
longed  debates  ever  recorded  in  the  journals  of  parliament; 
and  every  member  of  the  Houfe,  and  particularly  the  Right 
Hon.  Mover,  knew  that  it  would  now  be  reprobated  by  the 
fame  decifive  majority  ; it  could  therefore  be  only  confidered 
as  a meafure  of  envenomed  and  implacable  difeord  and  di- 
vifion,  at  a moment  when  w'e  are  about  to  engage  the  mod 
cruel  and  barbarous  enemy  whofe  accurfed  exploits  ever  dif- 
graced  the  annals  of  hiilory  ; fo  that  the  motion  was  made 
-without  an  hope  of  fuccefs,  but  with  a certainty  of  alien- 
ating and  inflaming  the  country  at  fuch  a moment.  The 
motion  in  its  efFe&s  would  prove  a more  powerful  auxiliary 
to  the  French  murderers  and  aiTaflins,  than  the  treachery  of 
the  Dutch  and  Prulfians,  or  the  timidity  and  folly  of  the 
negotiating  Spaniards,  who  have  been  tranferred  and  fold  for 
money  to  the  French  regicides  by  a wretched  upftart,  who 
has  torn  the  feeptre  of  that  devoted  kingdom  from  the 
hands  of  his  deluded  matter  by  cunning  and  intrigue.  The 
Dc  £tor  then  faid  he  would  firtt  confider  the  arguments  by 
which  this  motion  was  iupported,  before  he  entered  into  the 
quettion  itfelf.  He  did  not  wifh  to  get  rid  of  it  by  any 
previous  quettion,  but  to  meet  it  fairly  on  the  merits,  with 
rtje&ion  and  reprobation;  for  he  would  fay,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  clamour  raifed  by  its  lupporters,  that  it  never  could 
he  (and,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  he  was  determined  it  never 
fhoulcf  be)  conceded  by  parliament,  confidently  wish  reafon 
and  good  fenfe.  The  principal  argument  on  which  thele 
flagitious  motions  were  iupported,  (for  flagitious  they  would 
be  in  their  effe&s)  wws  the  grand  one  of  terror  ! It  had 
been  fpecifically  ttated  by  the  mover,  that  the  Romanics  of 
Ireland  amount  to  three  millions;  that  the  whole  population 
of  Great-Britain  amounted  to  fifteen  millions  ; and  he  ttated, 
that  if  thefe  motions  were  not  complied  with,  then  thefe 
truee  millions  cf  Romanifls  would  rife  in  rebel  lion  againft 
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his  Majefty,  and  join  ihe  Gallic  murderers  and  robbers  on 
an  invafion.  His  words  bad  been  nearly  theft — “ It  will 
require  three  millions  of  the  population  of  Britain  to  oppofe 
rhefe  three  millions  of  I r i ill  Romanics,  which  will  be  a 
deduction  from  the  national  force  of  fix  millions,  and  the 
remainder  will  be  too  few  to  oppole  the  French.”  What 
elfe  was  the  obvious  pneaning  of  thefe  his  words?  IF  thefe 
three  millions  were  only  to  remain  neuter,  there  would  be 
only  a deduction  of  that  number  from  the  aggregate  mats  of 
rtfiftants  to  the  French,  even  upon  his  own  computation. 
In  a.nfwer  to  this  argument  oF  terror,  which  was  not  urged 
by  the  Right  Hon.  Mover  alone,  but  echoed  by  his  friends, 
the  Doctor  faid  lie  would  fit  it  deny  that  the  Romanics  of 
this  nation  amounted  to  three  millions  ; and  fecondlv,  that 
(unlefs  they  were  to  be  ftippofed  all  maniacks)  they  would 
join  with  the  French  aflafft ns,  although  this  motion  Ihould 
be  rejected  as  the  former  one  had  been  ; and  therefore  his 
rtatement,  that  fix  millions  would  be  deducted  from  the 
aggregate  force  of  the  empire,  was  fallacious  and  untrue. 
That  the  Romanics  amounted  to  three  millions,  was  an 
affertion  borrowed,  not  from  the  mod  refpe^able  fource, 
from  the  AfTembly  of  lad  year  of  Francis-dreet  Chapel,  to 
whom  the  Right  Hon.  Mover  had  made  a very  curious 
addrefs  at  the  time.  This  affertion  had  been  copied  into 
parliament,  and  bellowed  on  every  occafton  into  our  ears, 
though,  as  he  Ihould  fhew,  without  any  foundation  for  it  in 
fa£t.  In  1672,  that  mod  able  calculator,  Sir  William  Petty, 
who  had  made  the  furvey  of  all  Ireland,  calculated  the  pro* 
portion  of  Protedants  and  Romanids  as  three  to  eight.  The 
ratio  in  favour  of  Protedants  increafed  much  from  that  time 
to  the  Revolution,  a period,  during  which  the  Romanids  were 
much  reduced  in  numbers  by  the  fword,  by  famine,  pediience 
and  emigration.  Dr.  Swift,  in  his  2d  Drapier’s  letter,  pub- 
lished in  the  year  1724,  dates  thus : ‘‘  By  the  larged  com- 
putation, the  fouls  in  this  kingdom  are  computed  at  one 
million  and  a half.”  And  by  an  accurate  cenfus , taken  by 
order  af  government  in  the  year  1732,  when  the  numbers  of 
families  in  each  province  were  particularly  counted,  it  clearly 
appeared  that  the  dim  total  of  all  the  inhabitants  was  much 
under  two  millions,  and  the  ratio  of  Protedants  and  Roman- 
ids as  one  to  two  and  an  half,  or  two  to  five  ; and  he  thought 
it  utterly  incredible  that  the  Romanids  ihould  have  trebled 
their  population  in  the  fpace  of  fixty  years,  under  the  effects 
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of  the  Popery  laws,  of  migration  to  America,  and  the  many 
-fuiious  and  deflrudtive  wars  which  the  empire  had  fmce  been 
engaged  in  ; it  was  on  the  contrary,  rather  to  be  believed, 
that  the  ratio  in  favour  of  Proteftants  had  increafeci  fincc 
that  period  ; and  this  alone  would  be  fufficient  to  prove  that 
the  calculation  of  the  numher  of  the  fouis  in  this  kingdom* 
collected  by  the  late  Mr.  Bulhe  from  the  hearth-money  tax-, 
muff  have  been  proceeded  upon  under  great  error  and  m in- 
take. But  the  Right  Plon.  Mover  and  his  friends  were  not 
agreed  in  their  calculations  : One  of  the  heroes  of  Francis - 
Jireet  chapel  had  ftated  that  the  P.omanii.ts  amounted  to  three 
millions;  another,  following  him  in  the  fury  of  calculation, 
ffated  them  at  four  millions,  adding  a million  to  their  ftrength 
at  a word,  like  Falflaff  *s  men  in  buckram  ; and  thefe  three 
millions  and  four  millions  of  buckram-men , were  the  fount 
dation  on  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  built  his  argu- 
ment of  terror ! The  fecond  part  of  this  argument,  that  the 
whole  of  the  Irifh  Romanics  would  life  and  affifl  the  French 
murderers  and  affaffins  if  this  motion  were  rejected,  was 
equally  falfe : What  could  induce  them  fo  to  do  ? The  Ro- 
manifes  of  this  kingdom,  as  the  laws  hand  at  prefect,  enjoy 
more  real  and  political  liberty,  and  better  feeurity  for  their 
lives  and  properties,  than  the  molt  favoured  fubjedfs  of  any 
hate  in  all  Europe,  or,  he  might  add,  on  the  face  of  the 
globe.  Where  was  the  comparifon  between  their  fituation, 
and  that  of  the  fubje&s  of  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Ger- 
many, Holland,  Venice,  Italy,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Genoa, 
Ruffia,  &c-  &c.  ? They  were  governed  by  a reprefentation 
chofen  by  themfelves  ; they  enjoyed  the  trial  of  their  life 
and  property  by  a conftitutional  jury  ; not  fuch  a jury  as  in 
France,  where  one  fet  of  murderers  ccnitituting  a jury,  has 
tried  without  power  of  challenge,  thoufands  of  perfons  ; 
and  having  ferved  their  employers  to  the  utmoft,  have  been 
themfeives  delivered  over  to  execution  by  their  fuccefiors. 
The  Irifh  Romanics  enjoy  the  Habeas  Corpus  law  as  much 
as  any  other  fubjech  ; they  have  a (hare  in  the  magiftracy  ; 
they  are  grand  jurors ; they  may  acquire  anddifpofeof  pro- 
party as  fully  and  freely  as  Pi  etch  ants":  they  have  abfolute 
freedom  in  point  of  religion  ; they  have  the  law  and  the 
army  open  to  them,  and  are  on  a per  fed!  equality  with  the 
other  fubje&s  of  his  Muiefty,  have  that  they  are  ineligible 
to  feats  as  Commoners  in  parliament,  and  incapacitated 
from  enjoying  about  twenty  of  the  great  offices  of  frate  ; 
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yet  thefe  people  are  told  they  are  in  a date  of  flavery,  and 
the  word  Emancipation  is  fraudulently  made  ufe  of  to  convey 
the  idea  that  they  are  all  flaves,  becauie  they  do  not  lit  in 
parliament ; fo  that  the  whole  community  of  Ireland,  but 
three  hundred  perfons,  are  Haves  ! Under  fuch  circum dan- 
ces, were  we  to  fuppofe,  that  the  mats  of  lrilh  Romanics 
would  on  an  invafion  join  the  French  robbers  and  murderers, 
and  give  up  their  lives,  children,  wives  and  properties  to 
Gallic  tyranny,  to  requifition,  robbery  and  murder  ? It  would 
be  fuppofmg  them  maniacs,  and  if  it  could  be  true,  they 
would  merit  not  only  reftraint  but  extirpation  ; and  all  this 
becaufe  they  are  excluded  from  parliament  ! But  this  was 
not  the  fentiment  of  thofe  people  ; The  parochial  agitators, 
noify  as  they  were,  did  not  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  the  bulk 
of  the  Romanics — So  much  for  the  hrft  great  argument  of 
terror;  the  fecond  was,  he  laid,  founded  on  the  terrible  pow- 
er and  extenfive  conquehs  of  the  French,  and  the  preva- 
lence and  Tuccefsful  propagation  of  their  abominable  prin- 
ciples throughout  Europe  ; and  finally,  that  the  degraded 
ftate  of  the  Britilh  finances  is  fuch,  that  the  French  cannot 
be  refifted  without  the  joint  afTiftance  of  all  the  members  of 
the  hate,  Romanihs  as  well  as  Proteftants ; and  that  the 
nhiftance  of  the  Romanihs  can  only  be  procured  by  agreeing 
to  this  motion. — He  had,  he  laid,  fufficiently  fliewn  that  the 
body  of  the  Romanihs,  in  an  invafion  muh,  if  they  regard 
they  regard  the  prefervation  of  their  lives  and  properties, 
unite  with  their  fellow-fubje<hs  in  repelling  the  French. 
The  Right  Hon.  mover  and  his  friends,  had  laboured  to 
prove  the  irrehhible  power  of  the  French,  by  drawing  the 
moh  alarming  picture  of  theii;  victories  and  conquehs,  and 
had  in  the  courfe  of  their  fpeeches  laid  all  the  dilahers  of 
the  war,  its  commencement  and  continuance,  on  the  Britifh 
miniher  Their  fpeeches  indeed  in  this  particular,  were 
mere  retailings  of  Mr.  Charles  Fox’s  oration  in  the  Britifh 
Houfe  of  Commons ; and  their  detail  of  the  reduced  ftate 
of  the  finances,  was  purloined  from  the  libel  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Paine,  (a  member  of  the  French  Convention,  and  a hay- 
maker by  trade)  on  the  Britifh  nation.  From  the  declara- 
tions of  M.  Chciuvelin , “ that  the  French  were  not  bound 
by  treaties  from  the  evidence  of  Dumourier , who,  in  his 
Memoirs  hates,  that  he  was  negociating  with  Lord  Auckland 
at  the  Hague,  at  the  moment  that  the  French  declared  war 
againh  England  ; from  BriJJot' s account  of  himfelf ; from 
his  declaration  that  war  with  England  had  been  determined 
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on  nine  months  before  ; from  his  affertion  that  the  miniftcr 
of  marine  had  been  ordered  to  prepare  a number  of  fhips 
of  the  line  for  the  purpofe  ; and  from  the  chief  article  of 
accufation,  by  which  BriJJot  loft  his  life  ; the  declaration  of 
war  againft  England;  he  proved  that  France  had  determin- 
ed on  war  with  us,  and  that  to  her  alone  was  its  commence- 
ment to  be  attributed.  England  was  attacked,  and  obliged 
to  defend  herfelf.  Holland  was  attacked,  as  Dumouricr  tells 
us,  by  lurprize,  and  without  aggrehion  ; and  the  lofs  of  Hol- 
land was  to  be  attributed,  not  to  the  Britifh  minifter,  but  to 
the  treachery  of  perfons  calling  themfelves  “ Dutch  Patriots,*’ 
who,  like  fome  other  patriots,  thought  no  country  could 
be  free,  and  were  determined  it  fhoukl  not  be  quiet,  if  they 
did  not  domineer  over  it.  The  treaty  between  France  and 
Spain  was  effected,  not  by  the  conduit  of  the  Britifh  mi- 
niftrv,  but  by  the  treachery  of  the  upftarc  minifter  of  Spain, 
and  their  dread  of  the  power  of  Great-Britain.  Italy  had 
not  been  conquered,  though  this  affertion  was  fo  pofitively 
made.  Lombardy  had  been  over- run,  and  the  French  had 
feized  on  the  Port  of  Leghorn,  belonging  tc  their  ally  the 
Duke  of  Tufcany ; but  with  the  formidable  head  now  railed 
by  the  King  of  Naples,  they  were  verv  unlikely  to  retain 
the  plunder.  That  republican  principles  had  not  increafed 
in  their  extent,  but  were  rather  lohng  ground,  nobody  who 
looked  at  the  conduif  of  the  German  peafantry  could  deny. 
• — What  had  England  loft?  Nothing.  On  the  contrary,  her 
fleets  were  triumphant  over  the  ocean.  Was  fhe  in  the 
fituation  in  which  fhe  had  been  in  1688,  1745,  and  during 
the  American  war  ? Did  fhe  not  poftefs  the  Eaft-Indies  un- 
controuled,  and  all  the  Weft-Indies,  except  Guadaloupe  and 
the  leaft  valuable  part  of  St.  Domingo?  And  even  thofc  pof- 
fefiions  were  only  held  by  France,  until  General  Abercrombie 
arrived  from  Europe  to  retake  them — whilft  the  French  did 
not  dare  to  fhew  a veftel  upon  the  fea,  fave  now  and  then 
a miferable  privateer,  which  was  generally  t:*ken  as  foon  as 
it  left  the  port  ; vet  this  was  the  fituation  which  made  it 
neceftary  to  furrender  the  eonftitution  into  the  hands  of  the 
Romanics  ! Nor  was  England,  as  had  been  {aid,  excluded 
from  every  port  in  Europe  ; ail  the  northern'  powers  were, 
open  ; France  indeed  was  not,  nor  was  Leghorn,  but  every 
other  port  in  Europe  was  open.  The  commerce  of  Eng- 
land was  in  a high  degree  flourifhing  ; the  Austrian  armies* 
invigorated  by  Britifh  money,  were  ready  to  pour  into 
France,  aftifted  by  the  power  of  the  Ruffians;  the  enemy 
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in  the  moll  unheard-of  diftrefs — their,  armies  beaten — their 
rcfources  exhauded,  and  there  was  every  profpedt  of  their 
fpeedily  withdrawing  from  Italy.  Was  this  like  the  pic- 
ture of  the  Right  Hon.  gentleman  ? The  third  argument  of 
terror,  was'the  great  wealth  and  power  of  the  Romanics  ; 
liow  did  this  operate  ? Of  the  landed  property  they  were 
ccnr'efledly  not  poflefTed  of  the  fiftieth  part — their  monied 
intered:  was  equally  contemptible,  and  this  was  evident  from 
a well-known  fa£i  : When  a National  Bank  was  formed  hi 
this  country,  C- 00,0001.  were  to  he  fubferibed,  and  the  fpe- 
culation  was  known  to  be  an  advantageous  one  ; yet  the 
whole  body  of  Roman  ills  produced  amongft  them  but 
6o,oool.  of  that  fum.  If  any  number  of  Romanics  were 
admiflible  into  the  Houle  of  Commons,  they  cannot  come 
through  the  counties,  from  a want  of  landed  property*— the 
Protefiant  corporations  eredted  for  their  exclufion  would  not 
elect  them  ; what  then  muff  be  the  confequence  ? every  one 
of  the  Romanics  mud;  of  courfe  become  a reformer • — he 
muff  join  in  the  clamour  againft  borough  reprefentation,  and 
they  would  form  a moil  dangerous  phalanx  at  the  beck  of 
every  political  projedtor.  Their  numbers  increafing  every 
day  in  the  legiflature,  new  projedts  and  new  demands  would 
arife  every  day,  and  complaining  of  every  obftacle  to  their 
defigns  as  an  oppreffion,  they  would  at  length  feek  a repa- 
ration from  England,  and  the  formation  of  a republic  ; a 
civil  war  would  be  the  confequence  ; the  power  of  Great- 
Britain  would,  as  it  had  done  before,  oblige  them  to  bend, 
but  the  dbuntry  would  be  defolated,  and  Proteftants  and  Ro- 
manics both  undone.  When  France  rode  triumphant  on  the 
feas,  the  Britifh  fleet  defeated,  10,000  French  in  arms,  and 
the  whole  mafs  of  the  Romanids  in  rebellion,  the  Proteft- 
ants, feconded  by  England,  overcame  them  iu  two  cam- 
paigns ; and  was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  with  ineveafed 
ilrength  and  refources — the  fleets  of  England  every  where 
triumphant — the  armies  of  the  enemy  deftroyed,  the  Pro- 
teflants  of  Ireland  would  hand  tamely  to  he  llaup-hcered, 
inCead  of  repelling  both  foreign  and  domeflic  enemies?  So 
little  did  the  argument  of  intimidation  weigh — fo  little  was 
he  to  be  frighted  with  bugbears,  that  he  thought  we  were 
at  leaf!  in  a two-fold  degree  better  able  to  defend  ouiielves, 
and,  he  trufted,  equally  willing  with  our  forefathers. — Sup- 
pofe  a French  army  landed,  was  there  a man  in  the  coun- 
try, who  could  poife  a mulket,  or  draw  a {'word,  who  would 
not  march  againft  the  cotpmon  enemy  ? He  traded  the  Right 
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Hon.  mover  would  find  it  to  be  the  cafe,  if  the  rieCefKty 
fhould  come  ; but  if  the  Romanifts  did  not  chufe  to  defend 
the  country,  they  were  not  afked  to  do  fo  againft  their 
wills — no  requilition  was  made  to  urge  them,  as  the  loyal 
inhabitants  of  Ireland  were  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  ; and 
if  they  do  not  chufe  to  acknowledge  that  name,  no  man 
will  attempt  to  force  them.  What  did  their  agitators  in  this 
city? — for  in  this  city  they  are  to  a man  Republicans  and 
Democrats — The  Stuart  race  is  extindf,  and  with  it  their 
attachment  to  monarchy— their  hatred  to  England  and  the 
principles  of  the  revolution  only  remain.  They  fent  the 
children  of  one  of  the  Popifh  Schools  (eftablifhed  in  diredt 
oppofition  to  the  Charter  Schools)  round  ihe  city  with  a fe- 
ditious  hand  bill,  to  counteract  the  loyal  refolutions  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Church  Wardens.  In  fome  pariifhes  mobs 
of  them  afiembled,  and  palled  the  moft  defperate  refolutions. 
Mr.  Edward  Byrne  obtruded  himfelf  into  the  parifh  meeting 
of  St.  Thomas, , of  which  he  is  no  parifhioner,  in  order  to 
oppofe  the  loyal  aflbciation.  Another  of  them,  Mr.  John 
Keogh,  obtruded  himfelf  into  St.  Peters  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
with  a mob  at  his  heels.  Two  or  three  other  fellows  in  the 
Liberty  did  the  fame  thing  ; amohgft  others,  Oliver  Bond , 
who  lerved  his  apprenticefhip  to  Bdtriotifm,  for  fix  months 
in  Newgate.  And  what  Were  their  refolutions?  “ That 
they  would  not  aiTociate  to  defend  the  country,  but  that 
they  would  provide  themfelves  in  their  houfes  and  rooms 
with  arms  and  accoutrements. This,  indeed,  is  a part  of 
the  bufinefs  into  which  government  lhould  moft  ftriclly 
inquire,  and  prevent  by  a firidt  execution  of  th£  a6l  for 
regiftering  arms. — I have  not,  Paid  the  Do6tor,  confidered 
it  fufficienrly,  or  prepared  to  fay  how  much  this  differs  from 
high  treason— declaring  that  they  will  not  take  up  arms 
in  fupport  of  government,  and  plainly  implying  that  they 
will  take  arms  againft  it  ; but  I think  this  conduct  of  theirs 
requires  fome  effort  of  this  Houfe  to  countered!  it.  The 
fourth  argument  was,  he  Paid,  alfo  borrowed  from  Francis- 
ftreet  Chapel  : It  was,  that  “ England  wants  your  money 
and  your  men — and  will  you  deny  relief  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land ?’* — The  people  of  Ireland  ! What,  does  the  Right  Hon. 
gentleman  mean,  that  the  Romanifrs  are  exclufively  the 
people  ? Does  he  pretend  that  the  Proteftants  are  no  part 
of  the  people  ? He,  indeed,  fee  ms  to  think  fo  ; but  we,  the 
Proteftant  people  of  Ireland — not  indeed  the  mod  numerous, 
but  by  far  the  richcft  and  moft  powerful  paTt'of  the  nation, 
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do  moft  heartily  execrate  his  politics,  and  deprecate  the  fu* 
cefs  of  his  motions.  Do  not  ProteCants  ferve  in  our  fleets 
and  armies,  with  at  leaC  as  much  zeal  and  valour  as  Ro- 
manics? Do  they  not  as  chearfully  contribute  as  RomaniCs 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  Cate,  and  yet  does  the  Right  Hon. 
gentleman  exclude  us  from  being  any  part  of  the  nation  ? 
That  Right  Hon.  gentleman  was  ele<5ted  into  this  Houfe  by 
ProteCants  alone  ; he  was  elefted — profeCing  with  the  reC 
of  his  party  the  moC  profound  fubmifiion  to  the  will  of  his 
conCituents  ; and  yet,  no  Sooner  was  he  eledted  than  he 
forgot  that  his  conCituents,  or  that  any  ProteCants,  were 
part  of  the  nation  ; he  reje£led  not  only  with  arrogance  bufc 
with  infult  the  inCru6Hons  of  his  ProteCant  conCituents,  in 
a point  concerning  their  deareC  rights  ; he  is  in  defpair  of 
ever  conciliating  their  fupport  after  this  condudt,  and  he  finds 
it  now  neceflary  to  rely  entirely  on  the  RomaniCs.  For 
my  part,  as  one  of  his  ProteCant  conCituents,  1 do  inoft 
ferioufly  and  foiemnly  proteC  againC  his  condu£t,  politics 
and  principles,  and  with  other  ProteCants  difclaim  and  ab- 
jure them  with  the  utmoC  abhorrence.  The  argument  re- 
specting Corfica  remains  now  to  be  confidered  ; a fhort  an- 
fwer  will  Suffice  : To  fecure  a port  in  the  Mediterranean, 
the  King  of  England  has  accepted  a divided  empire — the 
temporal  fovereignty  of  Corfica.  The  Clergy  retain  the 
-ecclefiaCical  power,  but  this  was  in  conference  of  a folemn 
compa£t  on  both  fides,  for  mutual  convenience  ; and  though 
the  legiflature  of  Corfica  be  Romifh,  yet  as  all  the  people 
are  RomaniCs,  it  is  not  likely  to  produce  any  ill  effe6t. 

Having  confidered  the  arguments  for  the  motion,  I will 
now  proceed  to  give  my  reafons  againft  it.  The  RomaniCs 
formally  deny  the  fupremacy  of  the  Cate  in  ecclefiaCical  mat- 
ters ; they  aflert  that  it  reCs  in  the  Pope,  or  iu  general 
councils,  which  do  not  now,  and  never  will  meet.  The 
danger  of  this  do6trine  is  great  in  all  Cates,  but  particularly 
fo  in  a ProteCant  one,  where  the  Prince  cannot  enter  into 
a confederacy  with  the  Pope  in  religious  matters,  or  with 
the  Romifh  Clergy  of  his  realm.  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  the 
modern  apoCle  of  Popery,  faw  the  force  of  this  objection 
very  clearly,  and  endeavoured  to  turn  it  into  ridicule,  in  his 
pamphlet  entitled  “ A Letter  to  Sir  Hercules  Langrifhe,” 
by  representing  in  ludicrous  terms  the  impotence  of  the  Pope 
as  a temporal  Prince  ; and  the  jokes  of  this  arch  wag  have 
been  retailed  upon  this  Houfe,  with  great  affectation  of  plea- 
fantiy  by  the  Right  Hon.  mover,  although  it  does  notfignify 
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4>rte  ftraw  as  to  the  pernicious  effects  of  fuch  a dodlrine, 
whether  the  Pope  were  a temporal  Prince  or  a cobler;  nei- 
ther does  it  fignify  one  ftraw  whether  the  Romanifts  hold, 
that  this  fupremacy  is  lodged  in  the  Pope  or  in  their  own 
Clergy,  fo  long  as  they  deny  it  to  the  ftate  ; the  effect  of 
this  dodtrine  does  not  reft  with  the  Pope  or  Clergy,  but 
with  the  mafs  of  the  people  who  believe  it.  The  fting  of 
this  error  is  this  : — It  teaches  the  fubjedt  to  believe  that  the 
government  is  not  Cupreine,  but  that  this  power  is  lodged 
in  a foreigner  ; if  in  the  Pope,  or  if  in  their  Clergy  at 
home,  it  conftitutes  that  monftrous  folecifm  in  politics,  im- 
perium  in  impcrio , and  teaches  the  fubjedt  to  difobey  the  ftate 
in  matters  ecclefiaftica],  and  confequently  in  matters  tem- 
poral ; for  an  infinite  fhare  of  temporal  power  is  annexed 
to  ecclefiaftical  fupremacy,  and  cannot  by  any  ingenuity  be 
feparated  from  it,  and  what  is  ftill  worfe,  it  makes  this  dif- 
obedience  a matter  of  confcience — thus  clofely  allying  fuper- 
ftition  to  treafon,  and  fandtifying  rebellion.  Will  you  make 
legiflators  of  thofe  who  are  taught  by  their  religion  not 
only  to  renounce  and  difobey,  but  to  vilify  and  traduce  the 
fupremacy  of  the  legiflature.  It  is  impoflible  to  feparate  eccle- 
fiiaftical  fupremacy  from  temporal  power  ; the  jurifdiction 
over  marriages,  which,  as  the  Romanifts  hold  it  to  be  a 
facrament,  is  merely  ecclefiaftical,  would  throw  into  their 
hands  the  whole  jurifdidlion  of  the  fucceflion  to  property — 
of  adminiftrations — of  legitimacy — and  almoft  every  poflible 
combination  of  circumftance  under  which  fucceflion  might 
be  claimed  ; and  this  is  an  argument  not  originating  lately, 
even  in  Popiih  times  this  claim  diftradled  the  reigns  of 
Henry  the  Second,  of  John,  and  others  of  the  Britilh  Mo- 
narchs,  and  fhook  the  kingdom  to  the  bafe ; this  dodtrine 
originated  in  the  rebellions  of  Tyrone  and  Sir  Phelim  O’Neil, 
and  had  a powerful  Chare  in  the  revolution  war.  It  is  the 
practice  of  the  Right  Hon.  gentleman  and  his  friends,  to 
brand  all  thofe  who  oppofe  his  wild  projedls,  as  prejudiced 
fools  ; and  that  gentleman  has  undertaken  to  be  very  comical 
on  the  fubjedt  of  tranfubftantiation — his  jokes  on  this  point 
are  ftolen  from  the  arch  wag,  Mr.  Burke,  with  a little  ad- 
dition from  the  writings  of  Voltaire,  and  his  copyift  Gibbon, 
from  Price,  Prieftiey,  Paine  and  Kippis ; but  droll  as  they 
are,  they  have  no  eftedt  upon  me — for  if  the  Romanifts 
were  to  admit  the  fuprerrfacy  of  the  ftate,  they  might  enjoy 
their  opinions  on  this  fubjedt  with  my  ftearty  confent. — ■ 
Lord  Chejicrfield , whom  perhaps  the  gentlemen  will  not  call 
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a prejudiced  fool,  expreffes  himfelf  on  this  fubjecl  in  fuch  a 
way,  as  proves  that  the  argument  of  terror  had  little  weight 
with  him.  In  his  Speech  from  the  Throne  in  1745,  he 
fays, 

“ However,  1 leave  to  your  confideration  whether  nothing 
farther  can  be  done,  either  by  new  laws,  or  by  the  more  effec- 
tual execution  of  thofe  in  being,  to  fecure  this  nation  againft 
the  great  number  of  Papifts,  whole  fpeculative  errors  would 
only  deferve  pity,  did  not  their  pernicious  influence  on  civil 
fociety  require  and  authorize  reftraint.” 

This  influence,  which  Lord  Chefterfield — the  polite,  ele- 
gant Lord  Chefterfield,  calls  pernicious,  is  that  of  the  foreign 
lupremacy. — The  pradlice  of  all  wife  ftates  has  been  to  con- 
ned! temporal  and  ecclefiaftical  lupremacy.  The  Emperors 
of  Rome  were  always  the  Chief  Priefts — the  Pontifices  A!ax- 
imi ; the  Czar  Peter  of  Ruftia  found  it  neceflary  to  declare 
himfelf  Patriarch  of  the  Ruflian  empire,  and  the  great  king- 
dom of  England  found  it  neceffary  to  inveft  the  Monarch 
with  ecclefiaftical  fupremacy. 

The  Dodlor  then  reviewed  the  condudl  of  the  Irifh 
Romanifts  from  the  2d  of  Elizabeth,  when  they  were 
firft  excluded  from  corporations  and  the  offices  of  ftate : 
— He  contended  that  their  admiffion  into  Parliament  from 
that  period  had  been  the  caufe  of  all  the  rebellions,  of 
that  flagitious  one  of  1641,  and  of  the  Revolution  war  ; 
after  which,  fo  convinced  was  the  legiflature  of  the  im- 
propriety of  admitting  them,  that  the  oath  of  fupremacy 
was  impofetl  for  their  exclufion.  Rut  we  are  all,  faid 
the  Dodlor,  prejudiced  fools,  becaufe  we  differ  from  the 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  and  his  party — if  fo,  then,  Bur- 
leigh, Walfingham,  Hampden,  Southampton,  the  glorious 
and  excellent  Duke  of  Ormond,  their  great  favourite  Lord 
Ruffel,  Lord  Somers,  Lord  Hardwicke,  Lord  Camden — were 
all  prejudiced  fools  ! This  puts  me  in  mind  of  Lord  Peter, 
who  having  fet  a brown  loaf  before  his  brothers  Martin  and 
Jack,  invited  them  to  fhare  that  fine  ftioulder  of  mutton  ; on 
their  hefitation.  Lord  Peter  addreffed  them  thus : — “ Look 
ye,  gentlemen,  I will  convince  you  by  one  fhort  argument 
that  this  is  a fhoulder  of  mutton — for  if  you  do  not  believe 
that  it  is  as  good  a Ihoulder  of  mutton  as  ever  came  out 
of  Leadenhall-market,  G — Almighty  damn  you  and  yours 
to  all  eternity  he  might  have  added,  “ for  prejudiced 
fools.  ” 
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Mr.  William  Smith  faid  he  felt  hlmfelf,  from  indif- 
pofition,  peculiarly  ill  qualified  for  offering  any  observation 
to  the  Houfe  Sufficiently  important  to  juftify  him  in  tref- 
paffing  upon  their  time;  but  yet  he  could  not  perfuade  him- 
ielf  to  give  a filent  vote  upon  a queftion  of  fuch  moment  as 
was  then  before  them  ; the  more  eipecially,  becaufe  he 
thought  that  at  the  prefent  period,  when  the  principles  of 
regular  authority  were  ffiaken  to  their  foundations,  and  con- 
fequently  when  government  was  entitled  to  general  fupport, 
every  loyal  man  was  called  on  to  avoid  unneceffary  oppofi- 
tion,  and  when  forced  to  differ  from  the  government, 
fhouid  try  to  affign  fubftantial  reafons  for  the  difference.  On 
the  queftion  of  this  night  he  faid  he  could  colled!,  that  it 
would  be  his  lot  to  differ  from  the  fentiments  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  between  whofe  opinion  and  that  of  the  majority  of 
the  Houfe,  there  was  frequently  found  to  be  a Surprizing 
coincidence.  In  favour  of  that  unanimity,  for  which  he 
admitted  the  crifis  called,  he  had  on  the  firft  night  of  the 
prefent  feffion  voted  againfi:  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs, 
though  in  the  truth  of  the  propofition,  contained  in  that 
amendment,  he  felt  himfelr  obliged  completely  to  acquiefce. 
He  had  in  like  manner,  on  the  Second  night,  concurred  in 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  a£l,  notwiihfianding  the 
Speed  with  which  that  flrong  meafure  was  hurried  forward, 
(the  biil  introduced,  if  not  iecretly,  yet  without  notice  and 
unawares,  at  a late  hour  of  the  night,  and  read  a fecond 
time  in  a quarter  of  an  hour  after  it  had  been  read  a firft 
time.)  He  would  not  Say  that  the  meafure  was  not  called 
for,  or  that  the  emergency  which  demanded  it,  might  not 
alfo  require  its  being  rapidly  adopted  ; but  yet  he  doubted 
whether  his  wifh  to  fupport  government  at  the  prefent  crifis, 
had  not  led  him  to  join  in  a more  precipitate  furrender  of 
the  fubjeft’s  liberty,  than  a popular  reprefentative  could  juf- 
tify. Be  this  as  it  might,  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  by 
his  opinion  upon  the  queftion,  as  well  as  by  regard  to  con- 
fiftency  in  his  condu6t,  to  Support  the  refolution  now  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Houfe.  In  May,  1795,  he  had  Supported  the 
Catholic  bill.  Should  he  have  done  fo,  if  he  conceived 
their  poffeffing  feats  in  parliament  to  be  incompatible  with 
the  Security  ol  the  Crown,  or  unfavourable  to  the  connec- 
tion between  this  kingdom  and  Great-Britain  ? No  man  who 
was  acquainted  with  his  political  Sentiments,  would  fufpe& 
him  of  Supporting  meafures  which  he  conceived  to  have  Such* 
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a tendency  ; how  then  could  he  now  refufe  his  aiTent  to  a 
refolution  which  went  no  farther  than  to  declare,  that  there 
was  no  fuch  incompatibility  ? — An  Hon.  Friend  of  his,  it  was 
true,  had  fuggefted  a mode,  by  which  a friend  to  Catholic 
privilege  might,  without  furrendering  his  opinions,  vote 
againft  adopting  the  prefent  refolution.  That  Hon.  Friend 
had  moved  the  order  of  the  day  ; this,  he  admitted,  was  the 
mod,  nay  the  only,  correct  mode  of  getting  rid  of  the 
queftion.  Such  a motion  did  not  negative  the  truth  of  the 
refolution,  but  only  objected  to  its  introdu&ion  as  ill-timed; 
yet  with  every  reTpedt  tor  the  judgment  of  that  Hon.  Friend* 
he  could  not  feel  juftified  to  himfelf,  in  even  efcajring  from  a 
motion  like  the  prefent ; he  muft  meet  it  bold!},  and  with 
his  aiTent  to  the  truth  of  that  which  it  afierted.  The  courts 
and  turn  of  the  debate  ftrongly  confirmed  him  in  this  deter* 
ruination  ; for  who  (he  would  alk)  voted  now  for  the  order 
of  the  day  ? The  known  and  tried  enemies  of  Catholic  pri- 
vilege— thofe  who,  when  the  queftion  came  forward  folemnly 
and  diredfly,  encountered  it  with  zealous  and  determined 
oppofition.  It  was  plain  then  that  their  objection  was  eften- 
tially  to  the  meafure  itfelf,  and  not  merely  to  the  time,  or 
the  mode  of  its  introdudlion ; and  that  in  voting  for  the 
previous  queftion,  the  majority  of  them  gave  a virtual, 
though  evafive  negative  to  the  matter  and  fubftance  of  the 
refolution  ; indeed  they  had  candour  enough  not  to  difguife 
this.  Many  of  them  regretted  loudly,  that  incomplete  dis- 
play of  hoftility  to  Catholic  privilege,  to  which  in  voting 
for  the  previous  queftion  they  were  reftrained.  They  fain 
would  have  the  meafure  come  diredlly  forward,  in  order  to 
prove  that  their  intolerance  was  inflexible  and  perfevering. 
And  what  were  their  arguments  againft  conceftion  to  the 
Catholics  ? They  maintained  that  this  was  a conteft,  not 
for  liberty,  but  power;  but  he  would  tell  them  that  the 
fecond  part  of  the  propofition  did  not,  as  they  feemed  to 
think,  negative  the  firft: ; that,  on  the  contrary,  the  Catho- 
lics in  demanding  privilege,  might  be  in  fa£t  but  claiming 
ireedom.  He  would  tell  them  that,  without  political  power, 
civil  liberty  was  little  better  than  a name— *-it  was  unprotedf- 
ed  and  precarious,  held  at  the  caprice  of  thofe  who  were  m 
pofleftion  of  that  power,  which  is  of  force  to  crufn  and  de~ 
ftroy  it  in  a moment.  He  would  tell  them  that  political 
power  was  the  intreochment,  which  guarded  and  rendered 
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permanent  our  ci«vil  rights — the  foundation  on  which  the  edi- 
fice of  our  liberties  mud  ftand. 

He  had  formerly  fupported  the  claims  of  the  Catholics, 
upon  the  footing  of  their  juftice.  This  abftraft  ground  of 
argument  was  durable  in  its  nature,  and  would  now  there- 
fore ftand  him  in  the  fame  ftead  it  had  ever  done.  He  had 
alfo  fupported  them  upon  the  fcore,  of  its  being  expedient 
to  liften  favourably  to  thofe  claims,  confiriering  the  mo- 
mentous emergency  of  the  times  ; and  he  was  forry  to  fay, 
that  this  latter  ground  of  argument  had  been  lamentably  in- 
creafed  in  ftrength,  in  the  interval  between  the  difcuflion  of 
the  Catholic  bill,  and  the  prefent  period.  The  growth  of 
antipathy  and  difunion,  and  the  need  of  general  cordiality 
and  union,  had  both  augmented  in  that  dtfaftrous  interval, 
and  perhaps  in  the  fame  proportion;  infomuch  that  no  man 
would  in  point  of  awfulnefs,  compare  the  prefent  crifis  with 
that  of  May  1795. 

An  attachment  to  the  conftitution  under  which  we  lived, 
feemed  to  him,  he  faid  (however  excellent  that  conftitution 
might  be)  to  refult  moft  naturally  from  our  participation  in 
the  benefits  which  it  conferred,  and  to  be  in  the  precife 
degree  of  that  participation.  If,  for  inftance,  we  wifhed  to 
animate  the  zeal  and  patriotifm  of  a Proteftant,  fhould  we 
not  recount  to  him  the  noble  privileges  which  he  held  under 
that  conftitution,  which  we  were  calling  on  him  to  defend  } 
Should  we  not  remind  him,  that  with  the  blood  of  his  an~ 
ceftors  thefe  benefits  had  been  acquired,  and  that  with  his 
beft  blood  they  deferved  to  be  maintained  ? But  this  enume- 
ration, while  confined  to  privilege  enjoyed  exclufively  by 
the  Proteftant,  could  fcarcely  be  expected  to  excite  the 
ardour  of  a Catholic,  to  whom  it  w’ould  only  fuggeft  his 
incomplete  participation  in  the.  conftitution.  By  difpiaying 
benefits  to  him,  of  which  we  denied  him  the  enjoyment, 
though  we  might  not  abate  his  loyalty,  we  would  not  add  to 
bis  enthufiafm  ; in  fpite  of  the  invidious  enumeration,  he 
might  do  his  duty  ; but  where  is  the  man  that  would  fight 
as  defperately  to  defend  a conftitution,  which  was  the  pro- 
perty of  others,  as  he  would  to  preferve  a couftitution  which 
was  his  own  ? 

Doubtlefs  the  Roman  Catholic,  inftead  of  contrafting  his 
fjtuation  with  that  of  Proteftants,  ought  to  dwell  on  the 
many  benefits  which  our  conftitution  gives  himfelf  ; but  the 
queftion  is  rather  how  he  would,  than  how  he  ought  to  aft ; 
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and  the  nature  of  craving  and  afpiring  man,  is  to  forget  the 
valuable  pofTefTion  which  he  has,  in  his  longings  for  the  angle 
that  is  denied  him. 

He  had  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  Catholics  would  a£l 
loyally  ; he  only  prefumed  to  doubt,  whether  the  crifis  did 
not  demand  that  we  fhould  enlift  their  enthufiafm  in  our  de- 
fence, and  whether,  towards  atchieving  this,  we  muft  not 
offer  as  bounty — a full  fhare  in  the  conftitution  ? 

Government  thought  otherwife ; they  went  farther  in  their 
good  opinion  of  the  Catholics*  they  were  loud  in  their  afler- 
tions  of  the  loyalty  of  that  body,  and  treated  as  grofs  ca- 
lumnies, not  only  any  doubt  of  their  being  loyal,  but  of 
their  being  even  zealous  and  ardent  in  the  extreme.  Was 
it  not  ungracious  to  deny  all  further  benefit  to  men,  of  whofe 
eager  loyalty  they  were  thus  lavifh  in  the  praife?  Or  were 
they  apprehenfive  that  they  might  abate  this  zeal,  by  making 
Catholics  participate  more  largely  in  the  conffitution  ? But 
the  Catholics  were  to  feed  their  enthufiafm  with  their  hopes 
— hopes  which  they  were  to  found  on  our  good  opinion. 
,And  could  they  reafonably  hope,  that  the  conceffions  which 
in  the  hour  of  danger  we  refufed  them,  while  we  ftood  in 
need  of  their  hearty  co-operation  towards  our  own  fafety, 
we  fhould  grant  when  the  peril  had  ceafed  to  prefs,  when 
we  had  lefs  need  of  their  cordiality,  and  lefs  to  fear  from 
their  difaffe£tion?  Or  could  they  reafonably  confide  much 
in  the  good  opinion  of  men,  from  whom  even  common 
danger  could  not  extort  conceffion  in  their  favour,  and  who 
reje&ed  their  petitions  whillt  they  commended  thetr  loyalty, 
and  chofe  to  put  this  applauded  loyalty  yet  farther  to  the  teft  ? 
Oppofite  grounds  of  argument  had  been  taken  by  gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide;  fome  maintained  that  much , and  others  that 
little ) remained  unconceded  to  the  Catholics,  and  each,  on 
this  different  ground,  refifted  farther  conceffion.  He  would 
take  it  either  way;  if  much  remained,  then  by  conceding 
this  important  refidue,  we  acquired  a fund  of  that  enthufiafm 
for  which  the  period  called  ; if  little,  then  where  was  the 
prudence,  in  fitch  a crifis  as  the  prefent,  of  canvaffing  for 
difaffe&ion — by  difputing  about  that  little  ? 

Mr.  G.  Ogle  faid,  no  change  of  circumftances  could 
ever  occur,  which  would  induce  him  to  change  thofe  opi- 
nions on  this  fubje£t  which  he  had  fo  often  declared,  and 
which  he  fhould  carry  with  him  to  the  grave. — While  the 
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conflitution  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  continued  the  fame, 
the  Catholics  could  not  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  they 
now  fought;  and  if  a relaxation  took  place  in  our  country, 
and  not  in  the  other,  a reparation  of  the  two  countries  muft 
take  place.  He  voted  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Curran  began  by  declaring,  that  he  had  no  wolds 
to  exprefs  the  indignation  he  felt  at  the  defpicable  attempt  to 
fkulk  from  the  difcufTion  of  fo  important  and  fo  neceffary  a 
queflion,  by  the  affedlation  of  an  appeal  to  our  fecrecy  and 
our  difcretion  ; the  ludicrous,  the  ridiculous  fecrecy  of  a 
public  aflembly  ; the  nonfenfe  of  pretending  to  conceal  from 
the  world  what  they  know  as  well,  or  better,  than  our- 
felves  ; the  rare  difcretion  of  an  Irifh  Parliament  hiding 
from  the  Executive  Diredlory  of  the  French  Republic  the 
operations  of  their  own  armies  ; concealing  from  them  their 
vi&ories  in  Italy,  or  their  humiliation  of  Great-Britain  ; 
concealing  from  them  the  various  coquetry  of  her  negocia- 
tions,  and  her  now  avowed  folicitations  of  a peace.  As  ri- 
diculous and  as  empty  was  the  fenfelefs  parade  of  affedling 
to  keep  our  own  deliberations  a fecret.  Rely  upon  it,  Sir, 
faid  he,  if  our  enemies  condefcend  to  feel  any  curiofity  as  to 
our  difcufTion,  you  might  as  well  propofe  to  conceal  from 
them  the  courfe  of  the  Danube,  or  the  courfe  of  the 
Rhine,  as  the  courfe  of  a debate  in  this  aflembly,  as  wind- 
ing, perhaps,  and  perhaps  as  muddy  as  either.  But  the  folly 
of  the  prefent  advocates  for  (Hence  and  for  fecrecy  went 
ftill  farther, — it  propofed  to  keep  all  thefe  matters  a profound 
fecret  from  ourfeives  ; it  went  the  extravagant  length  of 
faying,  that  if  we  were  beaten  we  were  not  to  deliberate 
upon  the  means  of  repairing  our  difaflers,  becaufe  that  would 
be  to  own  that  we  were  beaten  ; that  if  the  enemy  was  at 
our  gates  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  acknowledge  fo  terrify- 
ing a facf,  even  in  confuiering  the  means  of  repelling  him  ; 
that  if  our  people  were  difaffedted,  we  ought  to  be  peculi- 
arly cautious  of  any  meafures  that  could  poflibly  tend  to 
conciliation  and  union,  becaufe  the  adoption,  or  even  the 
difcufTion,  of  fuch  meafures,  would  be  in  efTedt  to  tell  our- 
feives, and  to  tell  all  the  world,  that  the  people  were  dif- 
afFsdled.  He  faid  that  the  infatuation  or  the  preemption 
of  Miniflers  went  even  farther  than  this — that  it  infilled 
upon  the  denial  and  the  avowal  of  the  very  fame  fadts ; that 
we  were  to  be  alarmed  with  an  invafion,  for  the  purpofe  of 
making  us  obfequious  to  all  the  plans  of  Miniflers  for  in- 
trenching 
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trenching  themfelves  in  their  places ; that  we  were  to  be 
panic-ftruck  for  them,  but  difdainful  for  ourfclves  ; that  our 
people  were  to  be  difaffedle.d,  and  the  coniequences  of  that 
difaffeblion  to  be  the  moll  dangerous  and  the  moll  imminent, 
for  the  purpofe  of  deipoiling  ourfelves  of  our  bell  and  moll* 
facrcd  privileges.  So  imminent  was  this  danger,  that  it  was 
declared  by  Miniftcrs  and  by  their  adherents,  that  in  order 
to  preferve  our  liberties  for  ever,  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  furrerider  them  for  a time  ; the  fur  render  had  been  a£tu- 
ally  made.  So  frightfully  difunited  and  divided  were  we, 
that  we  could  not  venture  to  trull  ourfelves  with  the  poflef- 
fion  of  our  freedom,  but  we  were  all  united  as  one  man 
againll  redremng  the  grievances  of  the  great  majority  of 
ourfelves  ; we  were  all  united  as  one  man  againll  the  conci- 
liation of  our  animolities,  and  the  confolidation  of  our  ftrength. 
He  declared,  that,  for  one,  he  never  would  fubmit  to  be 
made  the  credulous  dupe  of  an  impollure  fo  grol's  and  fo  im- 
pudent; he  knew  that  the  times  were  critical  indeed  ; lie 
knew  that  it  was  neceflary  to  open  our  eyes  to  our  danger, 
and  to  meet  it  in  the  front  ; to  conflder  what  that  danger 
was,  and  to  confider  of  the  bell,  and  perhaps  the  only,  pof- 
lible  means  of  averting  it.  For  thefe  reafons  he  confidered 
the  refolution  not  only  a meafure  of  juftice  and  of  honelly, 
hut  of  the  moll  preliing  neceffity. 

Mr.  Curran  entered  largely  into  the  Hate  of  the  empire 
and  of  its  allies,  of  the  difpofition  of  our  enemies  towards 
Great-Britain,  of  the  nature  of  their  political  principles,  and 
of  the  rapid  diffemination  of  thofe  principles.  He  declared 
that  it  was  difficult  to  tell  whether  the  diffemination  of  thefe 
principles  was  likely  to  be  more  encouraged  by  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war  or  by  the  eftablilhment  of  a peace  ; and  if 
the  war  was,  as  had  been  repeatedly  infilled  on,  a war  on 
our  part  for  the  prefervation  of  focial  order  and  of  limited 
monarchy,  he  llrongly  urged  the  immediate  neceffity  of 
making  thofe  objedls  the  common  intereft  and  the  common 
caufe  of  every  man  in  the  nation.  He  reprobated  the  idea 
of  any  dilloyalty  in  the  Catholics,  an  idea  which,  he  faid, 
was  fometimes  more  than  intimated,  and  fometimes  as  ve- 
hemently difclaimed  by  the  enemies  of  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion ; but,  he  faid,  the  Catholics  were  men,  and  were,  of 
courfe,  fenfible  to  the  impreffion  of  kindnefs  and  injury,  and 
of  infult  ; that  they  knew  their  rights,  and  felt  their  wrongs, 
and  that  no'hing  but  the  groffiell  ignorance,  or  the  meaneft 
hypocrify  could  reprefent  them  as  cringing  with  a llavilh  fond- 
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nefs  to  thofe  who  opprelied  and  infulted  them.  He  fought* 
he  faid,.  to  remove  their  oppreffions,  in  order  to  make  the 
interefts  of  the  whole  nation  one  and  the  fame  ; to  that  great 
object,  the  refolution,  moved  by  his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  ma- 
nifeftly  tended  ; and  he  lamented  exceedingly,  that  fo  inde- 
cent and  fo  difingenuous  a way  of  evading  that  motion  had 
been  reforted  to,  as  paffing  to  the  order  of  the  day,  a con- 
clude, that,  however  fpecioufly  the  gentlemen  who  had  adopt- 
ed it  might  endeavour  to  excnfe,  he  declared,  could  be  re- 
garded by  the  Catholics,  and  by  the  public,  no  otherwife 
than  as  an  expreffion  of  diredt  hostility  to  the  Catholic  claims. 
He  animadverted,  with  much  feverity,  upon  an  obfervation 
from  the  other  lide  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  Catholics  were 
already  in  pofleffion  of  civil  liberty,  and  were  only  feeking 
for  political  power.  He  afked,  what  was  it  then  that  we 
were  fo  anxioully  withholding,  and  fo  greedily  monopoli- 
zing ; and  declared,  that  the  anfwer  which  had  been  given* 
to  that  obfervation,  by  a Learned  and  Hon.  Friend  near  him 
(Mr.  Win.  Smith)  was  that  of  a true  patriot,  and  of  a found 
conftitutional  lawyer  ; namely,  that  civil  liberty  was  a (hadow, 
without  a fufficient  portion  of  political  power  to  protect  it. 

Having  replied  to  the  arguments  of  feveral  members 
that  had  preceded  him  in  the  debate,  Mr.  Curran  came  to 
the  fpeech  that  had  been  delivered  by  Dr.  Duigenan,  and 
entertained  the  Floufe.,  for  about  half  an  hour,  with  one  of 
the  molt  lively  failles  of  wit  and  humour  that  we  remember 
to  have  heard.  Fie  faid,  that  the  Learned  DocStor  had 
made  himfelf  a very  prominent  figure  in  the  debate  ! — 
Furious  indeed  had  been  his  anger,  and  manifold  his 
attack  ; what  argument,  or  what  man,  or  what  thing, 
had  he  not  abuied  ? Half'  choaked  by  his  rage  in  re- 
futing thofe  who  had  fpoke,  he  had  relieved  himfelf  by 
attacking  thofe  who  had  not  fpoke  ; he  had  abufed  the  Ca- 
tholics, he  had  abufed  their  anCePtors,  he  had  abufed  the 
merchants  of  Ireland,  he  had  abufed  Mr.  Burke,  he  had 
abufed  thofe  who  voted  for  the  order  of  the  day.  1 do  not 
know,  faid  Mr.  Curran,  but  I ought  to  be  obliged  to  the 
Learned  Dodlor,  for  honouring  me  with  a place  in  the 
invedtive  ; he  has  called  me  the  Bottle-holder  of  my  Right 
Hon.  Friend  ; fure  I am,  faid  he,  that  if  I had  been  the 
Bottle-holder  of  both,  the  Learned  Dodlor  would  have  lefs 
reafcn  to  complain  of  me  than  my  Right  Hon.  Friend;  for 
him  I fhould  have  left  perfectly  fober,  whilft  it  would  very 
clearly  appear,  that  with  refpedl  to  the  Learned  Dodlor,  the 
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bottle  had  not  only  been  managed  fahly,  but  generoufly  ; and, 
that  if,  in  furnifhing  him  with  liquor,  J had  not  furniftied 
him  with  argument,  I had,  at  leaft,  furniflied  him  with  a 
good  excufe  for  wanting  it  ; wTith  the  befl  excufe,  for  that 
confuflon  of  hiftory  and  divinity,  and  civil  law,  and  canon 
law,  that  rollocking  mixture  of  politics  and  theology,  and 
antiquity,  with  which  he  has  overwhelmed  the  debate,  for 
the  havoc  and  carnage  he  has  made  of  the  population  of  the 
laft  acre,  and  the  furv  with  which  he  feemed  determined  to 
exterminate,  and  even  to  devour  the  population  of  this ; and 
which  urged  him,  after  tearing  and  gnawing  the  characters  of 
the  Catholics,  to  fpend  the  laft  efforts  of  his  rage  with  the 
v moft  unrelenting  ferocity,  in  adtually  gnawing  their  names, 

[alluding  to  Dr.  Duigenan’s  pronunciation  of  the  name  of 
Mr.  Keogh,  and  which,  Mr.  Curran  laid,  was  a kind  of 
pronuntiatory  defamation.]  In  truth,  Sir,  faid  he,  I felt 
fome  furprife,  and  fome  regret,  when  I heard  him  deferibe 
the  lceptre  of  lath,  and  the  tiara  of  flraw,  and  mimic  his 
bedlamite  Emperor  and  Pope  with  fuch  refined  and  happy 
gefliculation,  that  he  could  be  prevailed  on  to  quit  fo  conge- 
nial a company.  I fhould  not,  however,  faid  he,  be  dif- 
pofed  to  haften  his  return  to  them,  or  to  precipitate  the  ♦ 

accefs  of  his  lit,  if  by  a mod  unlucky  felicity  of  indifcretion, 
he  had  not  dropped  fome  doctrines  which  the  filent  approba- 
tion of  the  Minifter  feemed  to  have  adopted.  Mr.  Curran 
faid,  he  did  not  mean,  amongii  thefe  dodtrines,  to  place  the 
Learned  Dodtor’s  opinions,  touching  the  revolution,  nor  his 
wife  and  valorous  plan,  in  cafe  of  an  invafion,  of  arming 
the  beadles  and  the  fextons,  and  putting  himfelf  in  wind  for 
an  attack  upon  the  French,  by  a maflucre  of  the  Papifls  ; 
the  dodtrine  he  meant,  was,  that  Catholic  franchife  was  in- 
conftftent  with  Britilh  connexion.  Strong,  indeed,  faid  he, 
mu  ft  the  Minifter  be,  in  fo  wild  and  defperate  a prejudice, 
if  he  can  venture,  in  the  fallen  ftate  of  the  empire,  under 
the  difafters  of  the  war,  and  with  an  enemy  at  the  gate,  if 
he  can  dare  to  ftate  to  the  great  body  of  die  Irifh  nation, 
that  their  flavery  is  the  condition  of  their  connedtion  wirh 
England  ; that  lhe  is  more  afraid  of  yielding  to  Irifh  liberty 
than  of  lofing  I rifli  connection  ; and  the  denunciation,  he 
faid,  was  not  yet  upon  record,  it  might  yet  be  left  wdth  the 
Learned  Doctor,  who,  he  hoped,  had  embraced  it  only  to 
make  it  odious,  had  hugged  it  in  his  arms  with  the  gene- 
rous purpofe  of  plunging  with  it  into  the  deep,  and  txpofing 
it  to  merited  derifton,  even  at  the  hazard  of  the  character 
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of  his  own  fanity.  It  was  yet  in  the  power  of  the  MiniBer 
to  decide  whether  a blafphemy  of  this  kind  fliould  pafs  for 
the  mere  ravings  of  frenzy,  or  for  the  folemn  and  mifchiev- 
ous  lunacy  of  a Mini  her  ; he  called  therefore,  again,  to 
rouze  that  MiniBer  from  his  trance,  and  in  the  hearing  of 
the  two  countries,  to  put  that  queBion  to  him,  which  mult 
be  heard  by  a third,  Whether  at  no  period,  upon  no  event, 
at  no  extremity,  we  were  to  hope  for  any  connection  with 
Britain,  except  that  of  the  mafter  and  the  {lave,  and  this, 
even  without  the  afiertion  of  any  fadt,  that  could  fupport 
fuch  a profcription  ? It  was  neceffary,  he  found,  to  Bate  the 
terms  and  the  nature  of  the  connection ; it  had  been  grofsly 
mifreprefcnted  ; it  was  a great  federal  contraCt  between  per- 
fectly equal  nations,  pledging  themfelves  to  equal  fate,  upon 
the  terms  of  equal  liberty,  upon  perfectly  equal  liberty.  The 
inotive  to  that  contract  was  the  mutual  benefit  to  each,  the 
objeCt  of  it,* their  mutual  and  common  benefit;  the  con- 
dition of  the  compaCt  was,  the  honeft  and  fair  performance 
of  it,  and  from  that  honeft  and  fair  performance,  and  from 
that  only,  arofe  the  obligation  of  it.  If  England  fhewed  a 
decided  purpofe  of  invading  our  liberty,  the  compaCl  by  fuch 
an  aCt  of  foulnefs  and  perfidy,  was  broken,  and  the  connec- 
tion utterly  at  an  end  ; but,  he  faid,  the  refolution  moved 
for  by  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  to  the  tell  of  this  connection, 
to  invade  our  liberty,  was  a diffolution  of  it.  But  what  is  liberty, 
9s  known  to  our  conftitution  ? It  is  a portion  of  political  power 
neceffary  to  its  confervation  ; as  for  inftance,  the  liberty  of  the 
Commons  of  thofe  kingdoms  is  that  right,  accompanied  with 
a portion  of  political  power  to  preferve  it  againft  the  Crown 
and  againft  the  Ariffocracy.  It  is  by  invading  the  power 
that  the  right  is  attacked  in  any  of  its  conflituent  parts ; hence 
it  is,  that  if  the  Crown  fhews  a deliberate  defign  of  fo  de- 
Broying  it,  it  is  an  abdication  ; and  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
by  our  compaCt  we  have  given  up  no  conBitutional  right.  He 
laid,  therefore,  that  he  was  warranted,  as  a conBitutional 
lawyer,  in  Bating,  that  if  the  Crown  or  its  Miniflers,  by 
force  or  by  fraud,  deBroyed  that  fair  reprefentation  of  the 
people,  by  which  alone  they  could  be  protected  in  their 
liberty,  it  was  a direCc  breach  of  the  contraCt  of  connec- 
tion, and  lie  could  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  if  a Houfe  of 
Commons  could  he  fo  debauched  as  to  deny  the  right  Bated 
in  the  refolution,  it  was  out  of  their  own  mouths  conclu- 
Bve  evidence  of  the  fa£t.  He  infiBed,  that  the  claim  of  the 
Catholics  to  that  right,  was  direCtly  within  the  fpirit  of  the 
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compact ; and  what  had  been  the  arguments  advanced  againft 
tlie  claim  ? One  was  an  argument  which,  if  founded  in  fait, 
would  have  fome  weight  ; it  was,  that  the  Catholics  did 
not  make  the  claim  at  all.  Another  argument  was  ufed, 
which  he  thought  had  as  little  foundation  in  fa<5t,  and  was 
very  eafy  to  be  reconciled  to  the  ocher,  it  was,  that  the 
Catholics  made  their  claim  with  infolencc,  and  attempted 
to  carry  their  obje£f  by  intimidation.  Let  gentlemen  take 
this  fads  if  they  pleafe,  in  oppofition  to  their  own  denial  of 
it.  The  Catholics  then  do  make  the  demand  ; is  their  de- 
mand juft  ? Is  it  juft  that  they  fhould  be  free  ? Is  it  juft  that 
they  fhould  have  franchjfe  ? The  juftice  is  exprefsly  admit- 
ted ; why  not  give  it  then  ? The  anfwer  is,  they  demand 
it  with  infolence.  Suppofe  that  aflertion,  falfe  as  it  is  in 
fja£t,  to  be  true,  is  it  any  argument  with  a public  Afiembly, 
that  any  incivility  of  demand  can  cover  the  injuft  ice  of  re- 
fufal.  How  low7,  faid  Mr.  Curran,  mu  ft  that  Aflentbly  be 
fallen,  which  can  fuggeft  as  an  apology  for  the  refufal  of 
an  inconteftible  right,  the  anfwer  which  a bankrupt  buck 
might  give  to  the  demand  of  his  tailor  ; he  will  not  pay 
the  bill,  becaufe  “ the  rai'cal  had  dared  to  threaten  his 
honour.”  As  another  argument  againft  their  claims,  their 
principles  had  been  maligned  ; the  experience  of  a century 
was  the  refutation  of  the  afperfion.  The  articles  of  their 
faith  had  been  oppofed,  by  the  Learned  Do&or,  to  the  va- 
lidity of  their  claims.  Can  their  religion,  faid  he,  be  an 
objection,  where  a total  abfence  of  all  religion,  where  Athe- 
ifm  itfelf,  is  none  ? The  Learned  Do&or,  no  doubt,  thought 
he  was  praifing  the  mercy  with  which  they  had  been  go- 
verned, when  he  dilated  upon  their  poverty  ; but  can  poverty 
be  an  objedion  in  an  Aflembly,  whofe  humble  and  Chriftian 
condefcenfion  Unit  not  its  doors  even  againft  the  common 
beggar  ? He  had  traduced  fome  of  them  by  name  ; “ Mr. 
Byrne  and  Mr.  Keogh,  and  four  or  five  ruffians  from  .the 
Liberty  but,  faid  Mr.  Curran,  this  is  fomething  better 
than  frenzy  ; this  is  fomething  better  than  the  w?ant  of  mere 
feeling  and  decorum  ; there  could  not,  perhaps,  be  a better 
way  of  evincing  a further  and  more  important  want  of  the 
Irilh  nation,  the  want  of  a reformed  representation  of  the 
people  in  parliament.  For  what  can  imprefs  the  necefiity 
of  it  more  ftrongly  upon  the  juftice,  upon  the  humanity, 
the  indignation,  and  the  ftiame  of  an  afiembly  of  Irifti  gen- 
tlemen, than  to  find  the  people  fo  ftripped  of  all  fhare  in 
the  representation,  as  that  the  moft  refpe&able  clafs  of  our 
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fellow-citizens,  men  who  had  acquired  wealth  upon  the 
nobleft  principle,  the  pra&ice  of  commercial  induftry  and 
integrity,  could  be  made  the  butts  of  fuch  idle  and  unavail- 
ing, fuch  unworthy,  fuch  fhameful  abufe,  without  the  pof- 
fibility  of  having  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  themfelves  ; 
when  men  of  that  clafs  can  be  expofed  to  the  degradation 
of  unanfwered  calumny,  or  the  more  bitter  degradation  of 
eleemofynary  defence  ? Mr.  Curran  touched  upon  a variety 
of  other  topics,  and  concluded  with  the  moft  forcible  appeal 
to  the  Minifter,  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  country,  upon  the 
flate  of  public  affairs  at  home  and  abroad.  He  infilled  that 
the  meafure  was  not  as  it  had  been  dated  to  be,  a meafure 
of  mere  internal  policy  ; it  was  a meafure  that  involved  the 
queftion  of  right  and  wrong,  of  juft  and  unjuft  ; but  it  was 
more,  it  was  a meafure  of  the  moft  abfolute  neceflity,  which 
could  not  be  denied,  and  which  could  not  fafely  be  delayed. 
He  could  not,  he  faid,  forefee  future  events  ; he  could  not 
be  appalled  by  the  future,  for  he  could  not  fee  it  ; but  the 
prefent  he  could  fee,  and  he  could  not  but  fee  that  it  was  big 
with  danger  ; it  might  be  the  crifis  of  political  life,  or  po- 
litical extinction  ; it  was  a time  fairly  to  ftate  to  the  country, 
whether  they  had  any  thing,  and  what  to  fight  for  ; whether 
they  are  to  ftruggle  for  a connection  of  tyranny,  or  of  privi- 
lege ; whether  the  adminiftration  of  England  will  let  us  con- 
defcend  to  forgive  the  infolence  of  her  happier  days  ; or 
whether  as  the  beams  of  her  profperity  have  wafted  and 
confumed  us,  fo  even  the  froft  of  her  adverfity  fhall  perform 
the  deleterious  effects  of  fire,  and  burn  upon  our  privileges 
and  our  hopes  for  ever. 

■ ^ f 

Sir  H.  Langrishe  faid,  that  if  he  pofteffed  that  confi- 
dence ot  communication  with  his  Roman  Catholic  country- 
men, to  which  he  might  claim  fome  title  from  a zealous 
and  uniform  attachment  to  their  interefts  for  above  thirty 
years,  he  muft  be  induced  to  think,  that  this  propofition 
could  nor,  at  this  time,  be  brought  forward  with  their  concur- 
rence or  counlei ; and  that  fome  attachment  to  their  interefts, 
which  he  fhould  ever  retain,  induced  him  to  wilh  that  his 
Right  Hon.  Friend  had  not  thought  it  expedient  thus  to  have 
introduced  it  ; for  if  that  high  ardour  cf  mind,  with  which 
he  always  purfues  what  he  thinks  right,  had  fubmilted  to  a 
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moment  of  cool  confideration,  he  muO:  have  feen  that,  the 
prefent  interpofition  could  not  be  beneficial ; and  might  be  in- 
jurious— as  to  himfelf,  although  nothing  could  alter  his  fenti- 
ments  concerning  the  obje&  which  it  embraces;  although  his 
wifhes  were  unchangeable  to  fee  an  end  to  all  thofe  religious 
difcriminations,  real  ox  imaginary,  founded  ox  fictitious,  which 
have  fo  long  divided  and  fo  often  dillurbed  this  country,  yet 
the  ardour  of  his  wifhes  lhould  never  betray  him  into  a rafh- 
nefs  in  the  purfuit  of  them  ; nor  fhould  he  ever  hazard  the 
interefis,  to  flatter  the  pafiions  of  his  friends ; and  (as  he  had 
faid  on  a former  occaiion)  in  proportion  as  he  felt  a zeal  to 
promote  the  great  object,  he  fhould,  as  he  always  had  done, 
with  equal  perfeverance  referve  to  his  own  difcretion  to 
judge  and  to  choofe  the  time  mod  aufpicious,  and  to  the 
mode  mod:  practicable  for  its  accomplifhment  ; convinced  as 
he  was  by  long  experience,  that  unfeafonable  efforts  tend  but 
to  weaken  the  general  energy — that  the  impatience  of  im- 
portunity is  more  likely  to  alienate  than  reconcile , and  that  the 
intemperate  purfuit  of  one  great  object,  may  not  only  defeat 
itfclf , but  endanger  others.  Sir  Hercules  faid,  it  was  too  late 
in  life  for  him  to  alter  his  opinions  on  great  and  fettled  prin- 
ciples ; that  which  had  been  the  paffion  of  his  youth  and  the 
rcafon  of  his  maturity , would  probably  be  the  obfiinacy  of  his 
age  ; and  he  had  borne,  both  by  his  words  and  actions  fuch 
ample  teftimonies  concerning  the  fubjeCt  of  the  prefent 
queftion,  that  he  entertained  no  apprehenfion  that  any  part 
he  fhould  take  could  impeach  the  uniformity  of  his  princi- 
ples or  opinions.  In  the  year  1792,  a petition  was  prefented 
to  this  Houfe,  for  a repeal  of  all  reflriCtive  ftatutes  in  ex- 
igence againft  the  Roman  Catholics.”  The  Houfe  thought 
proper  by  a great  majority  to  rejeCt  that  petition,  and  he 
concurred  with  that  majority  ; but  he  was  at  that  time  en- 
gaged in  foliciting  a great  object  in  th t progrejjive  acquifiti- 
ons  of  the  Catholics,  and  he  well  knew  that  at  that  time,  to 
afpire  at  every  thing  would  be  to  gain  nothing ; but  that  by 
limiting  our  views,  we  lhould  be,  as  we  were,  fuccefsful. — 
In  the  next  feffion,  a proportion  to  the  fame  purpofe  was 
offered  by  an  Hon.  Friend  of  his  (Hon.  G.  Knox)  in  an 
amendment  to  a fcheme  of  further  progreffive  conceffion  to 
the  Catholics,  in  which  we  were  then  engaged  ; but  under 
fimilar  circumffances  and  motives  he  oppofed  it. — In  the  fef- 
fion  of  parliament  before  the  laft,  when  this  queftion  came 
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forward,  it  came  forward  as  a meafure  confidered  and  concerted, 
and  fubmitted  to  the  deliberative  wlfdom  of  parliament , with  ra- 
tional grounds  of  fuccefs  ; it  was  not  then  in  the  power  of 
milreprefentation  to  date,  “ that  it  went  to  folicit  popular 
“ d if  contents  in  times  of  public  danger , or  obflrud  the  general 
e‘  co-operation  in  defence  of  the  country He  came  forward 
unembarrafted  by  thofe  circumftances  which  make  compro- 
mize diferetion,  and  he  gave  it  hi?  unqualified  fupport ; — that 
at  prefent  he  thought  the  agitation  of  the  queftion  unfeafon - 
able , imprudent , and  unproductive — neither  decorum  nor  good 
policy  will  juftify  you  in  prefting  on  the  paffions  of  parlia- 
ment a queftion,  which  it  has  fo  recently  and  fo  foiemnly 
decided  ; when  folicitation  becomes  importunity , it  is  requifition , 
not  requefi , and  aliumes  the  tone  of  cohtroverfy , initead  of 
deference  to  the  pre-eminence  of  the  irate;  and  in  the  pre- 
fent temper  and  dilpofuion  of  the  world,  he  felt  it  fo  necef- 
-fary  to  hold  up  not  onlv  unfnaken  but  unqueft;oned  the 
fupreme  authority  of  parliament,  that  he  would  not  at  this 
time  contend  with  it  in  purfuit  of  the  obje£t  of  his  fondeft 
v/ifhes ; he  holds  it  fo  facred,  that  he  would  not  wrefile  with 
it,  even  to  obtain  a blefjing  from  it.  He  objected  to  the  in- 
troduction of  a queftion  which  involves  fo  much  of  paftion 
and  prejudice  and  controverfy,  at  a time  when  no  pafiion 
fhould  be  excited,  hut  that  of  loyalty  ; no  contention,  but 
t6  who  jhould  flcmd  for emojl  as  the  defender  of  his  country  l" 
Sir  Hercules  obferved,  the  queftion  of  this  night  comes  be- 
fore you  as  an  adjournment  of  the  queftion,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  other  night ; and  almoft  all  the  weighty  objecti- 
ons to  the  fubjedt  of  that  night  are  alio  adjourned  to  this — 
it  comes  before  you  with  the  fame  exceptionable  inferences 
of  a compromized  loyalty , and  a conditional  defence  of  your 
country — it  comes  before  you  as  it  were  with  a flag  of  truce , 
.to  negociate  with  you  on  terms  of  peace — it  comes  as  if  it 
had  entered  into  an  alliance  with  your  dangers , in  order  to 
capitulate  with  your  fears ; and  certainly  conceifton  under 
any  appearance  of  intimidation  is  not  amity,  but  fubverlion 
— an  idea  fo  abominable  in  his  mind,  that  if  he  were  a 
citizen  of  Rome  when  Hannibal  was  at  her  gates,  he  would 
rather  yield  to  the  arms  of  the  conqueror,  than  to  the  do- 
mination of  thofe  citizens  who  made  his  approaches  the  ar- 
gument of  their  demands. 

But  above  all,  he  laid,  he  ohjeCted  to  the  prefent  interpo- 
lation, as  it*  tends  to  defeat  its  own  cbjedh — to  place  at  a 
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farther  diftance  that  union  of  pafticns  and  intercfts,  which 
wild  cm  and  moderation  muft:  in  time  yield  to  brotherly  love 
and  the  general  contentment. -J*-In  the  courle  of  the  laft  20 
years,  the  magnanimity  of  parliament  has  made  great  con- 
ceilions  to  our  Catholic  brethren  ; no  lefs  than  an  entirely 
equal  condition  of  property , and  olmoft  entirely  an  equal  mea- 
fure  of  privilege , and,  a-  to  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
total  equality; — what  little  of  conceiTion  ftill  remains  behind 
{which  is  little  more  than  pride  and  punctilio)  muft  be  the 
work  of  conciliation  and  not  contention — it  will  not  be  at- 
chieved  by  carrying  on  a little  war  of  paftions  or  of  party,, 
by  keeping  alive  the  heat  of  controverfy,  or  the  wafting  em- 
bers of  prejudice,  which  muft  expire  if  they  be  not  agitated. 
-Leave  a good  caufe  for  fome  time  to  the  operation  of  reafon 
and  retiring  paftion,  and  do  not  by  premature  efforts  unite 
your  opponents  by  new  bonds  of  confederacy,  by  the  pride 
of  confiftcncy,  or  the  obligation  of  engagements  repeatedly 
interchanged.  If  an  opinion  be  embraced  that  is  not  well 
founded,  leave  it  to  the  uncontroverted  arbitration  of  human, 
reafon,  and  it  may  wear  away  ; oppofe  to  it  controverfy, 
and  you  may  confirm  it  for  ever.  He  concluded  with  ob- 
ferving  the  peculiar  propriety  of  his  Hon.  Friend’s  motion 
for  the  order  of  the  day  ; which  was  only,  that  we  fhould 
poftpone  a qutftion  of  difputation  and  divifion,  and  proceed 
to  the  bill  that  lies  before  you  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Duquery  exprefted  the  real  concern  which  he  felt 
at  the  line  of  argument,  or  rather  the  unbounded  fcope  of 
animadverfion  upon  characters,  in  which  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  indulged  theinfelves  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debate.  He  obferved,  that  it  was  be- 
come the  common  fafhion  of  adminiftration  and  its  ad- 
herents, to  attribute  every  adlion  and  every  word  of  mem* 
bers  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfe,  to  fome  factious  motive,  to 
fome  improper  view  of  agitating  the  minds  of  the  people 
upon  fubjedte,  which  ought  to  he  left  tranquil  and  in  filence. 
It  is  now  become  the  common  artifice  of  Mjnifters  to  decry 
the  charadters  which  they  cannot  purchafe,  and  fink  the 
reputation  of  thofe  men  who  are  too  firm  to  bend  to  their 
meafures.  “ If  any  men  {land  in  oppofition  to  our  mea- 
fures,”  Minifters  feem  every  where  to  fay,  il  Let  us  call 
them  factious  agitators  of  the  people,  wifhing  to  difturb  the 
public  tranquillity,  in  order  to  force  themfelves  into  power  ; 

and 


and  as  foon  as  we  have  defamed  their  character,  we  ihabi 
deftroy  their  effeCt.” 

This  is  a moft  excellent  ftroke  of  policy,  and  does  high 
honour  to  modern  Mini  hers  ! It  reminds  us  of  thofe  heroes 
in  gallantry,  who  when  they  cannot  feduce  female  virtue, 
will  blaft  the  female  character  : but  if  the  people  have  any 
ftrength  of  mind,  if  they  will  exercife  their  difcernment  up- 
on any  public  queftion,  they  will  fee  that  we  are  acting,  on 
this  fide  of  the  Houfe,  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation';  and 
they  will  not  allow  themfelves  to  be  influenced,  in  their  opi- 
nion of  the  members  in  oppofition,  by  any  interefled  affault 
which  may  be  made  upon  the  characters  and  motives  of 
thofe  who  fiand  forth  to  proteCt  the  people,  whom  the 
people  ought  to  uphold  and  fupport  ; for  let  us  be  affured, 
that  if  ever  the  Minifler  fhall  be  fortunate  enough  to  buy 
the  majority  with  the  public  money,  and  to  fink  the  oppo- 
fition by  defamation,  that  the  liberties  of  the  people  will 
not  long  furvive  ; let  the  nation  judge  of  us  by  our  aflions, 
and  not  by  corrupt  and  unfounded  aflertions  from  any  claft 
of  men  whatfoever. — And  now  let  me  afk,  what  are  our 
aClions — what  is  the  line  of  our  conduCt  ? We  feek  for  a 
a refolution  in  favor  of  our  Catholic  brethren,  at  a period 
when  we  want  all  their  aid,  and  look  for  all  their  fervices. 
We  pray  the  Houfe  to  adopt  a refolution,  juft:  in  its  prin- 
ciple, affectionate  in  its  terms,  and  pointed  to  the  exigency 
of  the  tirrtes.  We  entreat  the  Houfe  to  come  to  a refolu- 
tion, which,  let  me  aflure  them,  will  call  forth  more  hearts 
and  hands  in  the  general  caufe,  than  all  the  fupplies  that  you 
will  vote,  or  all  the  penal  laws  that  you  will  enaCt  during 
the  courfe  of  the  prefent  feflions;  and  yet  this  has  been  called 
a dangerous,  leditious,  and  even  wicked  motion  ; expreffi- 
ons  of  no  light  import,  and  which  lhould  not  at  leaft  be 
haftily  advanced. — In  order  to  judge  of  its  danger,  its  Sedi- 
tion, and  its  wickednefs : Let  us  juft  read  the  motion  again* 

Refolved  that  the  admiflibility  of  perfons  profefling  the 
“ Roman  Catholic  religion  to  feats  in  parliament,  is  confift- 
“ ent  with  the  .Safety  of  the  crown,  and  the  conneClion  of 
“ Ireland  with  Great'Britain.^, 

* 

Let  the  Houfe  he  affured  that  calling  fuch  a refolution 
dangerous,  feditious,  and  wicked,  may  get  many  plaudits 
within  thefe  walls,  but  will  gain  very  little  approbation  with- 
out. I would  entreat  thefe  Hon.  Gentlemen,  who  affix  to 

this 
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this  motion  fueh  fevere  and  unfounded  obloquy,  to  remem- 
ber, that  it  is  the  very  fame  meafure  in  fubftance  and  im- 
port, for  which  many  of  them  voted  two  years  ago  ; it  is 
the  very  fame' meafure  for  which  eighty-four  members  of 
this  Houfe  voted  in  the  laft  feflion  but  one  ; the  only  dif- 
ference is,  that  this  is  a Refolution , and  the  other  was  a 
Bill.  This  is  a refolution  comprizing  the  whole  fpirit  and 
eflence  of  that  bill,  tending  to  pour  animation  into  the 
Catholic  mind,  and  to  infufe  an  order  in  our  caufe,  which 
finely  if  ever  we  wanted  at  any  period,  we  want  at  this 
crifis.  I am  not  holding  arguments  of  intimidation,  becaufe 
I always  take  them  to  be  improper  and  injudicious  in  parli- 
ment  ; and  happy  fnould  I be  to  fee  the  mind  of  parliament 
fuperior  to  every  influence  whatfoever  ; that  it  never  liften- 
ed  to  any  argument  drawn  from  motives  of  fear,  or  from 
the  arts  of  fedudlion.  Some  gentlemen  feem  proud  of  af- 
ferting,  that  they  will  not  be  intimidated  ; the  fame  fpirit  I 
truft  will  carry  them  through,  and  make  them  refolve,  that 
they  will  not  be  influenced.  It  is  but  of  little  value  to  boaft  of 
our  courage,  if  we««cannot  fpeak  of  our  virtue  ; when  we 
fay  in  this  Houfe  that  the  people  fhall  not  frighten  us,  I 
fhould  wifli  to  add  one  laurel  to  our  triumph,  and  fay,  that 
the  ATinifler  /hall  not  buy  us  ! ! The  refolution  propofed  to 
you  is  conciliatory  in  its  principle,  temperate  in  its  lan- 
guage, and  incontrovertible  in  the  great  maxims  of  general 
juftice.  We  may  put  it  off  as  we  pleafe  by  little  tempo- 
rary expedients,  by  orders  of  the  day,  and  by  previous 
queflions  ; but  it  will  rife  to  its  natural  level  in  fpite  of 
every  parliamentary  device,  and  this  queflion  will  finally  fuc- 
ceed  ; the  queftion  which  we  agitate  this  night  will  carry 
itfelf  through,  and  work  out  its  own  accomplifhment  ; it 
will  be  defeated  to-night,  but  you  will  fee  the  fpirit  of  this 
refolution  become  the  law  of  the  land  ! It  is  really  fomewhat 
extraordinary  to  obferve,  upon  what  very  different  grounds 
this  motion  is  oppofed,  and  upon  what  a contrariety  of  ar- 
guments that  oppofition  is  fupported.  The  Hon.  Member 
who  has  moved  the  order  of  the  day  upon  the  queftion,  for 
the  purpofe  of  getting  rid  of  it  without  a diredt  negative,  has 
thought  fit  to  call  this  a moft  wicked  motion.  Will  that 
Hon.  Member  pleafe  to  recoiled!,  that  he  himfelf  brought  in 
a meafure  into  this  Houfe,  founded  on  the  very  fame  prin- 
ciple— diredled  to  the  very  fame  point,  that  is,  the  entire 
emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  a fubjedt  which,  if  I miftake 
not,  that  gentleman  has  ftrongly  and  ably  fupported  on 
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former  occafions.  I fhould  beg  leave  to  affine  the  Hon. 
Member,  that  the  morality  or  wickednefs  of  a meafure,  does 
not  depend  upon  the  year,  or  upon  the  hour,  in  which  it 
is  introduced.  He  once  thought  this  meafure  not  only  right, 
but  wife  ; not  only  wife,  but  highly  necefTary  and  expedi- 
ent. What  is  it  that  has  changed  the  whole  nature  and 
complexion  of  the  queftion  in  fo  fhort  a period?  Are  the 
Catholics  lels  fond  of  emancipation  now  than  before  ? Is 
their  claim  lefs  juft,  or  are  their  fervices  lefs  valuable  to 
the  empire  now,  than  when  he  moved  for  their  emancipa- 
tion ? Perhaps  he  will  find  on  confutation,  that  every  ar- 
gument gathers  ftrength  as  we  advance  towards  our  diffi- 
culties, and  that  if  he  was  a friend  to  the  total  emancipa- 
tion of  the  Catholics  formerly,  he  ought  to  be  much  more 
fo  now.  A Right  Hon.  Member  (Sir  Hercules  Langriihe, 
for  whom  every  man  mull;  feel  the  warmeft  affeclion  and 
refpeci)  has  teftified  his  regard  for  the  Catholics,  has  enume- 
rated his  fervices  in  their  caufe,  and  concluded  by  hating  to 
us  that  he  cannot  go  farther,  and  muft  oppofe  this  motion. 
With  refpe£t  to  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  let  me  fay, 
that  whatever  part  he  may  take  to-night,  the  Catholics 
ought  to  love  and  eftcem  him.  The  Right  Hon.  Baronet 
has  a6led  many  a kind  part  by  them  in  times,  when  pofli- 
bly  friends  to  their  caufe  were  but  few  in  number,  and 
and  yet  I cannot  help  obferving,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet 
did  fupport  the  entire  principle  of  the  prefent  refolution  in 
a molt  bold  and  explicit  manner,  and  in  the  very  prefence 
of  th  is  adminiftration,  from  whom  lie  differed,  and  againft 
whom  he  divided,  on  the  fubftance  and  point  of  this  very 
queftion  ; but  I wifh  not  to  recall  to  his  recolledlion  any 
thing  unpleafing  to  him  ; there  is  no  man  who  knows  him 
that  would  defire  to  hurt  his  feelings  by  refrelhing  his  me- 
mory ; and  as  he  fcems  to  have  written  the  epitaph  of 
his  departed  virtues,  I wifh  not  to  plant  any  nettle  near 
his  tomb.  Indeed  another  Hon.  Baronet  (Mr  Frederick 
Flood)  has  taken  up  a new  and  very  different  ground  for 
opposing  this  refolution  ; be  has  been  pleafed  to  tell  us3 
that,  if  hereafter  in  times  to  come,  this  fhall  appear  to  be 
a proper  meafure,  he  will  fupport  it,  he  will  give  it  his 
moft  cordial  affiftance  then , but  that  at  prefent  be  thinks  it 
ought  to  reft  afteep.  This  promife  of  future  affiftance,  this 
pledge  of  aid  yet  in  the  womb  of  time,  muft  be  extremely 
cheering  and  confolatory  to  the  Catholics.  We  fhall  be 
entitled  to  his  affiftance,  whenever  die  lights  of  the  Ca- 
tholics 
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tholics  fhall  be  able  to  awaken  him  from  that  deep  to  which 
he  wiihes  to  confign  them  i whenever  they  can  rife  from  the 
grave,  he  will  be  the  trumpeter  of  their  refurreftion . — What 
invaluable  kindnefs,  what  prophetic  zeal,  the  Hon.  Member 
clifplavs  in  the  caufe  ! ! 

There  is  a third  fet  of  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  who 
neither  appeal  to  the  pad,  nor  promife  their  future  fervices  , 
there  are  gentlemen  who  have  publicly  declared  that  they 
have  oppoled,  and  will  at  all  times  oppoje  the  emancipation  of 
the  Catholics  ; and  if  I millake  not,  the  Right  Hon.  Member 
who  afts  as  Afinijler  in  this  Houfe,  avows  boldly  and  dif- 
tindlly  that  fentiment,  (with  what  prudence  I leave  to  his 
own  reflections)  ; he  has  declared,  that  whenever  the  quef- 
tion  lhall  be  brought  forward,  he  is  ready  to  meet  it,  and 
to  adhere  to  the  fentiments  he  has  formerly  exprefled  on 
this  fubjedt.  It  now  comes  forward  fully  and  fairly,  and 
it  challenges  difeuflion,  and  calls  for  his  decided  fentiments. 
Does  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  fay,  that  the 
Cabinet  of  England  has  pledged  itfelf  againft  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  Catholics  ? I hope  not ; it  would  be  a formidable 
declaration  of  the  mofl  hoflile  difpofition,  in  a quarter  where 
a wife  Minifter  would  not  with  to  have  it  underflood  there. 
exifted  any  hoffcility  whatfoever  : Let  me  affure  the  Houfe, 
that  we  are  not  fo  very  great  or  numerous  a nation  that  we 
cannot  live  together  quietly  within  this  ifland  ; there  is  room 
enough  for  as  all ! — for  Catholics  as  well  as  Proteflants  ; and 
our  inability  to  make  Ireland  comfortable  and  dear  to  all  our 
countrymen,  only  proves  the  narrownefs  of  our  politics  and 
the  partiality  of  our  meafures.  This  kingdom  could  contain 
and  fupport  double  the  number  of  its  prefent  inhabitants,  and 
double  the  number  would  it  actually  have  at  this  time,  had 
our  trade  been  left  free,  our  manufactures  encouraged,  and 
our  religious  animohtios  been  done  away  ; the  good  effects 
of  fuch  a policy  would  now  be  felt  and  acknowledged,  when 
in  this  period  of  general  alarm  we  could  offer  to  his  Ma- 
jelly  double  the  ftrength  which  we  now  poffefs,  animated 
by  the  fpirit  of  a people  devoted  to  their  Sovereign,  and 
affectionately  attached  to  each  other.  The  Catholics  of 
Ireland  conl'ift  of  three  millions  of  good  and  loyal  fubjc&s, 
ready  to  defend  their  country  againlf  all  its  enemies  ; — I 
may  well  fa y good  and  loyal  fubjefts,  for  they  have  been  put 
to  fevere  trials,  and  they  have  borne  them  with  the  mofl 
humble  patience.  They  have  been  called  on  often  for  their 
affiflance,  and  they  have  flood  forth  with  the  mofl  ardent 
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fpirit ; they  ever  manifefted  that  patience  and  that  fpirit, 
before  the  legiflature  relaxed  any  of  the  penal  laws  againfl 
them,  demonftrating  to  the  world,  that  all  the  feverity  of  our 
legiflative  a£ls  fhould  not  weaken  their  attachment  to  their 
country,  or  their  fidelity  to  their  Sovereign.  Surely  then 
we  may  fairly  conclude  that  at  this  period,  after  what  the 
parliament  has  done  of  late  years  in  their  favour,  their  at- 
tachment and  fidelity  have  not  been  weakened  or  relaxed. — 
Yet  the  great  obje6l  of  the  prelent  refolution  is  to  fliew  to 
the  Catholics,  that  we  no  longer  wiih  that  any  invidious 
difiindlions  fhould  fubiift  between  us — that  we  are  ready  to 
admit  them  into  the  legiflature  as  freely  as  Frotefiants,  and 
that'  we  hold  them  not  in  any  degree  of  diftruft:  whatfoever. 
It  appears  a prudent  meafure  to  prove  to  the  Catholics  (above 
all  at  this  crilis)  that  they  poflefs  our  entire  confidence  and 
good  will  ; that  if  we  are  to  be  overwhelmed  by  the  dan- 
gers in  which  Minifiers  have  involved  us,  we  fhall  fall 
together  ; and  that  if  our  exertions  fhall  deliver  us  from  our 
enemies,  we  fhall  all  equally  participate  in  the  bleflings  and 
franchifes  of  the  conflitution.  This  is  the  fcope,  the  object, 
* and  would  be  the  confequence  of  this  refolution,  which  has 
been  branded  by  its  opponents  with  the  epithets  of  danger- 
ous and  wicked,  but  which  every  caudid  man  would  affix 
to  the  rejection  of  this  refolution,  and  not  to  its  adoption , as 
in  its  adoption  I can  fee  fafety,  juftice,  unanimity,  and  even 
the  excitement  of  general  ardour — yes,  an  ardour  in  every 
quarter  of  the  kingdom,  equal  to  meet  the  fury  of  our  ene- 
mies, whenever  that  fury  mufl  be  encountered.  It  was  by 
infpiring  that  martial  and  univerfal  ardour  into  the  bofom  of 
the  French  armies,  that  France  owes  her  victories  ; it  is 
by  infpiring  the  fame  animated  feeling  into  all  ranks  of  our 
countrymen,  that  this  nation  mufl;  look  for  its  fafety.  When 
therefore  fome  gentlemen  fay,  “ not  now  I anfwerto  them, 
that  this  is  the  very  time  in  which  to  do  it,  when  we  are 
anxious  to  fee  the  arm  of  the  Sovereign  nerved  with  the 
ftrength  of  his  people.  The  minds  of  men  are  too  much 
enlightened,  not  to  underhand  what  is  meant  by  getting  rid 
of  great  queftions  on  the  obje&ions  of  time  ; the  people  per- 
fectly comprehend  the  parliamentary  “not  now*' — they  know  it 
means  never  ! f And  lurely  we  are  not  prepared  to  come  to 
fo  fatal  a decifion  as  to  fay,  that  our  Catholic  brethren  fhall 
never  be  admitted  to  all  the  franchifes  of  our  conflitution  / — I 
am  fure  they  ought , and  I believe  they  will  foon  be  admitted 
to  everv  bleffins  our  conflitution  can  bellow. 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fupported  the 
motion  tor  the  order  of  the  day  : He  declared  he  could  not 
underdand  what  was  meant  by  loyalty  that  would  (land  inac- 
tive in  time  of  public  danger,  until  put  into  operation  by 
promife  of  reward.  He  faid  there  was  at  prefent  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Catholic  from  fitting  in  Parliament,  but  the 
oaths  which  the  Protedant  is  obliged  to  take  ; in  this  in- 
dance they  are  on  a perfectly  equal  footing — not  only  here 
but  in  England  alfo.  He  was  againd  the  refolution,  becaufe 
he  knew  that  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholics  was  not  of  1 hat 
cold  kind;  they  were  already  coming  forward  with  zeal  to 
arm  in  defence  of  their  property  and  themfelves,  againd  the 
common  entmy  ; and  if  both  Protedants  and  Catholics  would 
unite  on  this  occafion,  with  the  warmth  of  affection,  each 
man  in  defence  of  his  neighbour,  itw'ould  jorm  fuch  a bond 
of  union  as  mud  dilfipate  the  prejudices  which  might  dill 
exid  on  either  fide,  much  more  effectually  than  a thoufand 
refolutions  fuch  as  this. 

Mr.  Fletcher  fupported  the  refolution  by  a variety  of 
arguments.  He  faid,  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  when  they 
talked  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholic,  confounded  loyalty  to 
the  Sovereign,  (at  the  mention  of  whofe  name  every  man  in 
the  kingdom  felt  himfelf  imprefied  with  fentiments  of  reve- 
rence and  affection)  with  loyalty  to  the  Minider,  and  in 
many  cafes  not  nvrtHv  with  loyalty  to  the  Minider,  but  loy- 
alty to  his  deputy  ht^e,  and  even  to  thofe  on  whom  he 
lavifhes  the  $ood  things  of  the  Irifh  government.  It  was 
ungracious , geitlemen  urged,  to  bring  forward  this  new'  claim, 
after  all  that  bad  been  already  granted  to  the  Catholics  with- 
in a few  yean.  When  the  right  of  the  Catholics  to  wh2t 
they  had  received,  and  indeed  to  what  w>as  now  claimed, 
was  indubitably  and  uncontroverted,  who  would  talk  of  the 
demand  being  ungracious?  It  was  the  language  of  the  tyrant, 
who  after  havingkept  them  down  for  years,  redores  at  length 
fome  part  of  what  he  had  fo  long  fraudulently  withheld,  and 
then  calls  for  gratitude ! The  Catholic  redri£tions  w^ere  ah 
w'ays  a quedion  of  power,  jud,  perhaps,  at  the  time  when 
they  were  impofed,  but  unjud  and  impolitic  now,  becaufe 
the  circumdances  which  judificd  them  have  Jong  Once  va- 
nifhed.  Gentlemen  had  argued  too,  that  the  Catholics  in 
England  labour  under  the  fame  difqualifications  of  the  Irifh 
Catholics,  yet  then  it  was  not  faicj  that  men  were  flaves. 
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This  was  abfurd  reafoning,  becaufe  the  Catholics  in  England 
are  but  fe&aries — here  they  form  the  great  body  of  the  na- 
tion. But  the  Right  Hon.  Bart,  had  hud,  let  them  take  the 
oaths  and  they  may  fit  in  parliament  ; they  are  as  free  in 
that  refpeft  as  the  Proteftant ; that  is,  if  they  pleafe  to  ab- 
jure their  religion,  to  renounce  an  oath,  all  the  difcrimi- 
nating  tenets  by  which  their  religion  is  diflinguifhed  from 
that  of  a Protertant — they  may  fit  in  parliament.  They,  no 
doubt,  were  much  obliged  to  the  Right  Hon.  Bart,  for  this 
boon. 

Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  replied  very  ably  to  Dodor  DuR 
genan,  and  fpoke  to  the  queftion  at  large.  He  faid  the 
Learned  Gentleman’s  fpeech  had  but  one  fault — that  it  was 
a century  too  old.  He  was,  indeed,  artonifhed  to  find  any 
man,  at  the  prefent  day,  afraid  of  the  Papal  power.  If  the 
Learned  Doctor  could  divert  himfelf  for  a moment,  of  pre- 
judice, and  look  at  what  was  going  on  in  the  world,  he  would 
foon  be  convinced,  by  the  operation  of  his  own  underftand- 
ing,  that  there  was  no  room  now  for  fear  on  that  fubjeft, 
whatever  there  might  have  been  formerly.  He  denied  that 
any  argument  had  been  drawn  from  terror — gentlemen  had 
only  adviied  attention  to  the  dictates  of  prudence  ; as  little 
could  it  be  faid  that  they  had  endeavoured  to  intimidate.— 
What  mifchief  had  followed  the  reje&ion  of  this  meafure 
lart  year,  or  their  more  recent  reje&irn'aT"  it  on  Monday 
3art  ? Of  all  thofe  who  oppofed  thif1  refolntion,  only  two 
gentlemen  oppofed  it  on  its  merits— the  reft  acknowledged 
the  propriety  of  the  meaiure,  arj  objected  orMy  to  the  time 
of  bringing  it  forward.  The  meaning  of  thbfe  gentlemen 
mud  be,  that  at  a future  day  they  would  give  this  principle 
their  fupport:  He  would  b*  glad  to  hear  riven  this  from 
thofe  who  reprefented  his  Majerty’s  government,  but  even 
this  has  been  faid  only  by  pnvate  individuals.  After  advert- 
ing to  thofe  parts  of  the  Do&or’s  fpeech,  in  which  he  talks 
of  the  probable  fuccefs  of  the  Proteftants  agairjft  the  Catho- 
lics in  cafe  of  a contert,  and  making  fome  pointed  remarks  on 
this  language  of  civil  war,  he  proceeded  to  confider  the 
boarted  fucceftes  and  prefent  fituation  of  Gre^  Britain,  and 
afked,  Are  not  the  confequences  of  her  ill  fuccefies  bla- 
zoned to  the  world  by  her  recent  meafures?” — What  made 
Mr.  Pitt  fue  for  peace  to  the  French  Directory  ? What  made 
him  apply  to  the  King  of  Prurtia  for  his  mediation,  which 
was  refufed  ? What  made  him  afterwards  apply  to  the  Danilh 
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A n b.dddor  for  the  mediation  of  his  Court,  which  was  re- 
fufed  alfu  ? Wiut  made  him,  in  fine,  accept  of  a paflport 
for  his  Envoy,  fitch  ns  would  be  given  to  a poftiHion,  which 
made  it  r.ecelTary  for  him  to  fubmit  to  examination  by  the 
Mayor  of  every  town  he  came  to,  to  prove  that  his  perfon 
agreed  with  the  marks  in  his  paffpoi:  ? — Was  it  the  (uccefTes 
or  the  profperity  of  Great-Britain  that  made  her  Minifter 
lubmit  to  this?  Was  it  not  her  humiliation  rather,  or  her 
misfortunes?  Invafion  was  not,  however,  what  in  the  pre- 
sent circumftances  was  mod  to  be  dreaded-Mhe  fear  was  from 
the  fpreading  power  and  fpreading  principles  of  France. — 
Againft  thele  principles  he  would  take  all  precautions,  by  re- 
moving all  grounds  of  com  plaint.  Was  this  fedition  ? The 
lime  he  feared  would  fhortly  come*  which  would  but  too  well 
evince  the  neceffity  of  this  conduct.  We  are  at  prefent, 
faid  he,  only  beginning  a race  of  terrible  difficulties;  before 
fix  months  you  will  fee  all  Europe  neutralized,  or  in  arms 
againft  you  ; as  for  peace,  there  is  nothing  fo  far  from  us  ! If 
a man  had  predicted  this  a year  ago,  be  would  have  been 
counted  an  incendiary.  Is  it  not  poffibie  that  the  word  is 
not  yet  arrived  ? 

Mr.  Grattan.  To  anfwer  the  learned  Doctor  (Dui- 
genan)  would  be  to  go  back  into  a former  century,  from 
whence  he  feems  Co  iffue,  with  whatever  prejudice  or  bi- 
gotry were  to  be  found  in  the  mod  unenlightened  and 
barbarous  age  ; — enough  to  tell  him,  if  indeed  any  thing  is 
neceffary  to  fay  to  him,  after  the  plentiful  and  finking  mea- 
fure  heaped  on  him  by  my  Hon.  Friend’s  reply-*-enough  to 
tell  him,  that  he  totally  midakes  the  principles  of  human 
a&ion  at  this  day — that  religious  controverfy,  or  the  con- 
troverted points  of  religion,  are  a principle  of  human  adlion 
no  longer,  and  lead  of  all  the  points  in  quedion,  and  which 
are  renounced  in  the  disqualifying  oath — the  wordiip  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  and  the  belief  in  the  real  prefence.  He 
begged  to  know,  whether  the  controverted  points  of  religion, 
were  the  principle  of  action  that  united  the  prelent  confede- 
racy, or  what  was  the  preient  confederacy  ? The  King  of 
thefe  countries,  at  the  head  of  the  Catholic  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, with  the  Pope  among  others,  to  redore  monarchy  in. 
France,  and  eventually  the  Popifh  religion  in  full  fplendour ; 
Why  ? Eecaule  the  liritifh  Court  did  not  fear  Popery,  but 
Republicanifm,  and  preferred  a Catholic  monarchy  to  an 
Un-catholic,  or  to  any  fpecies  or  fort  of  Republic.  The 
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King  of  England  was  attempting  to  <lo  in  Europe,  that 
which  the  Minifter  falfely  furmiles  the  Cathol ic  with  to  do 
ih  Ireland — to  reftore  Popery  in  full  fplendour  ; becaufe  re- 
ligion is  no  longer  a fubjeQt  of  alarm  or  difpute,  and  the 
dangers  of  Popery  are  loft  in  the  dangers  of  democracy, 
and  in  order  to  guard  againft  the  luccefs  of  the  latter,  he 
iTtuft  give  up  his  fears  of  the  former.  When  therefore  his 
Majefty  is  advifed  to  profcnbe  that  religion  in  Ireland,  he 
is  advifed  to  depart  from  the  prefent  necelfary  pradice  of  Iris 
reign,  and  from  a fundamental  maxim  of  his  fafety.  He 
begged  to  know  what  was  the  caufe  of  the  American  war? 
Was  it  religious  controverfy  ? — No;  but  the  principle  of 
religious  controverfy  was  over-ruled,  and  borne  down  by  the 
principle  of  political  controverfy,  power  diftinL  from  reli- 
gion, and  in  contempt  of  it,  of  every  principle  of  religion 
and  of  morals.  Proteftant  England  makes  war  on  Proteftant 
America  for  power,  and  Proteftant  America  unites  with 
Catholic  France  againft  Proteftant  England  for  liberty. — 
There  were  men  at  that  time  who  did  idly  and  wickedly 
rely  on  the  di.fcord  of  religion,  hut  they  found  that  an  op- 
preflfed  people  has  hut  one  religion,  and  that  their  religion 
is  to  turn  out  the  opnreflor.  Let  us  come  back  to  the  pre- 
fent haplefs  confederacy.  The  Britifh  Court  wifhed  to 
make  America  a party  of  it  ; but  .very  far  from  being  dif- 
pofed  by  the  fimilarity  of  religion  to  ally  with  England, 
America,  under  the  influence  of  a degree  of  fimilarity  of 
conftitution,  was  difpofed  to  ally  with  France.  Let  us 
turn  to  Ireland — in  92  the  Minifter  endeavoured  to  detach 
the  Catholic  from  their  attachment  to  their  franehifes  by  the 
influence  of  their  clergy,  aided  by  that  of  fome  of  their 
landed  proprietors.  What  did  the  Catholics?  It  was  a pious 
attempt  on  the  part  of  our  Court  to  fet  the  paftor  againft 
the  flock.  But  what  did  the  Catholics  ? They  paid  as  little 
attention  to  tire  Prieft  as  they  had  done  to  the  Minifter. 
What  induced  the  Minifter  of  England  to  authorize  the 
Viceroy  to  promife  the  Catholic  bill — was  it  religion?  No. 
What  was  it  induced  him  to  break  his  promife  and  to 
refufe  the  Catholic  bill  ? Indeed  the  religion  of  Minifters 
would  be  only  matter  of  amuiement,  if  it  was  not  called  in 
as  a cheat  to  alienate  three-fourths  of  the.,  people.  What 
induced  great  powers  here  to  make  up  their  confciences  to 
vote  for  tire  Catholic  bill  with  one  adrainiftration,.  and  made 
them  change  their  confciences  with  the  change  of  admini- 
ftration — was  it  religion  ? — No  ; they  a Led  on  the  tempo- 
ral. 
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rrfi,  not  the  fpi ritual  conlklcration,  to  keep  their  fituation 
under  one  adminiftration,  to  keep  the  monopoly  of  fituation 
under  another  ; dilguifing  interefted  politics,  as  is  common, 
under  the  fnlfe  colours  of  religion.  He  faid,  that  though 
religious  controvcrfy  is  no  longer  a principle  of  addion,  po- 
litical controverfy  is  one,  a very  prevailing  principle  of  adli- 
on  ; new  fpirit,  the  fpirit  of  reformation  has  gone  forth, 
and  the  objedls  of  its  wrath  are,  the  abufes  of  the  European 
governments,  abufes  in  their  churches,  and  abufes  in  their 
ftates.  The  proferiptive  genius  of  their  church,  the  defpo- 
tic  genius  of  their  monarchies  : In  other  countries  it  is  the 
(lefpotifru — in  thefe  the  corruption  of  monarchical  govern- 
ment that  is  complained  of. 

How  ought  you  to  oppofe  this  new  principle  of  adlion, 
and  this  fpreading  fpirit  of  reformation? — by  reforming  and 
rejecting  the  abufes  by  which  it  is  attracted.  How  do  von 
oppofe  it  r ]>y  increafing  them,  by  allying  with  them — almoit 
the  only  allies  now  left  you  are  your  abufes; — by  felling  the 
peerage,  creating  namelcfs  offices  to  purchafe  the  parliament, 
influencing  the  corporations,  intimidating  popular  meetings, 
and  making  all  the  con  (muted  authorities  as  corrupt  as  it  is 
pofiibie,  and  afterwards  by  making  them  proferiptive. 

This  is  the  method  your  wifdom  fuggefts  to  quell  and 
baffle,  and  difcountenance  the  prefent  fpirit  of  reformation — 
you  make  boroughs  your  conftitution,  and  profeription  your 
religion.  To  prevent  the  people  from  fpeaking  on  the  fubjedd, 
and  to  force  them  into  clandelfine  meetings,  you  pal's  a 
Convention  bill  ; and  finally,  to  fubdue  the  people  to  fuch 
a political  confidtution,  you  take  away  their  civil  liberty  that 
might  reform  it  ; you  accordingly  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus 
for  a year  and  a half,  and  take  away  the  freedom  of  the 
perfon,  with  a view  to  guarantee  the  abufes  of  the  ftate,  and 
with  an  argument  approaching  to  nonfenfe,  and  to  fome- 
thing  much  worfe  than  nonfenfe,  that  you  muff  furrender 
the  bleffiups  of  vour  confutation  for  their  continuance  and 
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prefer  vat  ion.  Thus,  when  you  are  to  rally  your  fellow- 
iubjects,  they  have  nothing  about  which  they  can  aflfemble, 
you  may  command  their  tame  duty;  but  where  is  the  (land- 
ard  to  kindle  their  enthufiafm  ? The  Proteftant  afcendancy 
is  no  popular  ftandard,  venal  boroughs  none,  nor  a pro- 
feriptive church — no,  nor  a fyftem  of  coercion — no,  no  more 
than  the  gallows  ! The  old  founds  of  our  “ mold  excellent 
conftitution,  and  our  moll  mild  government;”  the  hackneyed 
chaunting  of  your  add  relies  arc  fo  ground  and  ground,  and 
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ftrummed  and  drammed,  that  they  have  not  the  novelty  or 
the  fire  to  fet  the  nerves  of  the  weakeft  brain  a dancing  ; 
you  mu(l  give  the  people  to  underhand  for  what  they  are 
really  contending,  whether  it  is  for  a conftitution  which  you 
profefs  to  give,  but  don’t  give, — where  the  Commons  may- 
fit,  and  the  community  are  reprefented,  or  for  a conftitution 
which  you  disclaim  ; but  do  give  them  an  Englifh  Cabinet, 
a Court  majority,  and  a prolcriptive  eftablifhment.  How 
are  we  to  combat  the  enemy  ? Namely,  by  tire  means  by 
which  llie  has  defeated  you — by  the  people.  How  are  you 
to  get  the  people  ? By  privileges,  not  new  and  fantnftic  pri- 
vileges, but  the  privileges  you  profefs  to  give.  What  are 
they  ? They  are  the  privileges  which  you  refufe— -the  rights 
of  eligibility,  and  the  rights  of  election  ; your  bigotry  has 
refufed  the  former,  your  venal  boroughs  the  latter.  Do  you 
imagine  there  is  any  man  that  would  prefer  the  wild  fchemes 
of  republicanifm  to  the  foher  Heflin  gs  of  the  Englifh  con- 
ftitution, if  he  enjoyed  them  ? What  is  the  T ree  of  Liberty  ? 
It  is  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  Kings  and  of  nobles,  fome 
of  the  bed  blood  in  Europe  ; but  if  you  force  your  fellow- 
fubjects  from  under  the  hofpi  table  roof  of  the  con  dilution, 
you  will  leave  them  like  a weary  traveller,  at  length  to  re- 
pofe  under  the  {hade  of  the  dreadful  Tree  of  Liberty  ; give 
them  therefore  a fafer  dwelling,  the  goodly  old  fabric  of- 
the  conftitution,  with  its  doors  open  to  the  community.. 
You  have  thought  another  plan  fafer,  you  have  thought 
proper  to  fupport  the  Monarch,  not  on  the  principles  of 
monarchy,  but  of  corruption,  and  you  have  added  thofe  of 
bigotry;  you  fupport  monarchy  by  kingcraft,  and  kingcraft 
bv  prieftcraft ; you  fupport  the  King  by  the  abufes  of  the 
ftate,  and  the  abufes  of  the  ftate  by  the  abufes  of  the  church  ; 
and  while  you  think  you  are  withholding  reforms,  you  are 
the  fecret  and  unconlcious  miniffers  of  revolutions.  I am 
forry  I cannot  go  along  with  you — -1  know  not  where  you 
are  leading  rne,  from  one  ftrong  bill  co  another,  until  I fee 
a gulph  before  me  at-  whofe  abyfs  I recoil  ; in  it,  he  faid, 
he  faw  no  fafety,  nothing  but  the  abfence  of  our  deareft 
rights — the  abfence  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act — the  abfence 
of  civil  liberty.  The  Minifters  of  the  Crown  feera  of  late 
to  have  reforttd  to  the  conftitution,  only  to  dig  up  the  foun- 
dations of  the  buildings,  and  to  pelt  and.  overwhelm  the 
people  with  tire  ruins  of  their  own  inheritance ; every  feftion 
they  come  for  new  a£ts  of  power,  and  thereby  confefs  the 
original  errQr  of  their  unfortunate  plans  of  coercion  and  pro- 
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fcription  ; anti  they  have  got  fo  much  unconftitutional  power 
in  law,  that  nothing  is  now  further  neceflary  hut  unconfti- 
tutional  force — Scotch  or  Engl i ill  fencibles,  in  dead  of  our 
native  force,  to  enflave  totally  and  entirely  the  people  of 
Ireland. 

Perhaps  if  the  bufinefs  was  to  begin  again,  they  would 
n otundertake  it ; but  it  has  become  a queftion  of  pafTion  as 
well  as  of  power,  and  they  are  afhained  to  adopt  thofe  plans 
which  they  wifh  they  had  never  refifted  ; it  is  not  how- 
ever too  late,  they  may  yet  recover  the  confidence  of  their 
country,  but  it  is  by  a change  of  maxims  and  meafures, 
and  by  adopting  our  humble  offering — the  bed:  tribute  we 
can  make  to  our  country  and  to  the  government — the  plans 
of  conciliation,  which  wdll  place  their  ftrength  upon  a lefs 
paradoxical  fecurity,  than  the  enthufiaftic  exertions  of  a 
prol'cribcd  people,  and  the  gratuitous  and  eleemofynarv  fuc- 
cour  of  an  interdicted  and  an  infulted  community.  Where 
are  the  petitions  of  the  Catholics  ? fay  certain  gentlemen  : — 
You  kicked  them  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Where 
are  the  petitioners  ? they  demand  : — They  were  fo  vilified 
on  a former  occafion,  they  are  afraid  to  come  nigh  you. 
He  laid,  he  was  glad  gentlemen  now  difeovered  a diipoiition 
to  pay  refpedl  to  the  petitions  of  the  Catholics  ; formerly 
they  abominated  their  perfons,  their  petitions,  and  their 
claims  ; they  now  afFebt  to  refpebt  their  perfons  and  peti- 
tions, and  only  now  direct  hofiility  againft  their  rights  and 
liberties.  If  they  wifh  for  Catholic  petitions,  they  are  to 
be  found  in  abundance — petitions  of  92  to  this  Houfe — of  9a 
to  his  Majefty — and  of  95  to  this  Houfe,  and  of  the  fame 
year  ro  his  Majefty  again,  all  on  the  fame  fubject.  I do 
not  imagine  that  they  have  departed  from  the  objeefts  of  thofe 
petitions,  and  therefore,  if  gentlemen  are  ready  to  lupport 
their  claims  on  a knowledge  of  their  fentiments,  they  have 
that  knowledge  abundantly. 

That  the  parliament  was  aftembled  at  this  early  period 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  ; that  as  far  as  granting  away 
money,  granting  away  civil  liberty,  and  voting  voluntary 
affociations,  were  meafures  of  defence,  the  country  had  been 
greatly  defended  ; but  that  as  far  as  uniting,  reconciling  or 
animating  their  people,  were  means  of  defence,  fbe  had 
been  entirely  and  moll  deplorably  neglebted  ; they  had  over- 
looked union,  and  remained  fatisfied  with  coercion.  That 
he  did  not  believe  there  would  be  an  invafion — that  if  there 
were,  he  made  no  doubt  it  would  prove  wholly  uufuccefs- 
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ful ; but  if  there  were  the  remoteft  chance  of  its  fuccefs, 
that  chance  aroie  from  the  condu6t  of  government.  That 
they  have  the  lei's  excufe,  bccaufe  by  this  time  they  muft  be 
perfefifcly  apprifed  of  the  melancholy  and  extenftve  conse- 
quences of  their  meafures.  They  had  fouixl  their  projedt  of 
armament  rejected  by  the  parifhes  of  Dublin,  and  they  had 
recent  proofs  of  the  hatred  of  the  North.  They  had  de- 
clared in  the  bill  of  the  other  day,  that  a confpiracy  exifts, 
they  would  fnggeft,  in  the  North,  and  they  accompany  that 
information  by  profcribing  the  reft  of  the  kingdom; — that 
tocorrecb  the  evil  ccnfequences  of  fuch  a fyftem  of  adminif- 
tration  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  they  had  refolded  to  the 
aid  of  certain  Caftle  inftruments,  that  might  be  ' termed  the- 
trumpeters  of  the  conftitution — that  thefe  trumpeters,  to  ad- 
vance their  private  and  pecuniary  traffic,  proclaimed  the 
mildnefs  of  the  government,,  and  the  bleiiings  of  the  confti- 
tution ; but  that  their  logic  appeared  to  be  little  more,  than 
that  in  confideration  of  a mild  government  you  fhould  fuf- 
pend  civil  liberty,  and  in  confideration  of  the  bkffings  of 
our  conftitution,  you  ought  to  deprive  three-fourths  of  the 
inhabitants  of  its  franchifes  ; in  other  words,  that  in  grati- 
tude for  the  bleiiings  of  the  conftitution,  von  are  to  furren- 
der  it  to  the  Crown  : the  fophifm  is  extremely  glaring,  hut 
profoundly  wicked; — itmiftakes  the conftitutional  checks  on 
government,  for  the  natural  mildnefs  of  its  character,  and- 
infers  that  we  fhould  give  up  thofe  checks  to  fortify  that 
government ; — it  propofes  to  put  down  the  conftitution  to 
ilrengthen  the  government,  and  then — the  people  will  reform 
the  government  to  recover  the  conftitution. 

The  Hoflfe  divided  at  half  paft  three,  on  the  queftion  for 
the  order  of  the  day,  which  was  carried, 

Ayes  - - 1 43 

Noes  - - 19 

Majority  - 124 
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THURSDAY,  MARCH  1 6,  1 797. 

GENERAL  LAKE’S  PROCLAMATION. 

Mr.  Grattan  called  the  attention  of  the  Houle  to  a 
fubjcct  which  deeply  involved  the  peace  and  fafety  of  this 
country,  and  was  in  itfelf  a complete  fubverfion  of  the  con- 
Aitution.  He  alluded  to  a paper  which  had  been  puhliflietl 
by  General  Lake,  in  I»elfah,  profeffedly  as  the  mere  inftru- 
ment  of  government ; a paper,  which  went  to  lu'oftitute  mi- 
litary government  for  the  law  of  the  land,  and  committed  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  King’s  fubjedls  to  the  diferetion  of 
the  military.  He  then  gave  a general  flatement  of  the  con- 
tents of  General  Lake's  Manitefto.  He  could  not  indeed 
believe  that  this  paper  had  been  publifned  with  the  counte- 
nance, or  by  the  direction  of  Miniflers  ; it  was  a meafure 
leading  toTuch  momentous  and  dreadful  confequences,  that 
die  would  not  fuppofe  the  Minifter  was  chargeable  with  it, 
until  he  fbould  avow  it  : he  fhould  wait  therefore  until  he 
received  an  anfwer  on  that  head,  before  he  propoied  any 
fpecihc  meafure. 

Mr.  Pelham  fa  id,  if  General  Lake  had  published  any 
paper,  or  taken  any  Pep  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
-thought  cleferved  the  notice  of  Parliament,  he  had  it  in  his 
power  to  bring  the  fubjedl  before  the  Houfe,  and  take  their 
fenfe  upon  it.  At  prefent  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  he 
fhould  give  a diredl  anfwer  as  to  the  authenticity  of  a Joofe 
paper,  which  the  Right  Lion.  Gentleman  held  in  his  hand, 
and  had  not  even  read  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Grattan  replied,  that  he  had  extracted  the  paper 
from  a Belfaft  newfpaper,  which  he  had  this  morning  read  ; 
he  had  read  the  date  and  figt.ature  of  it*,  and  could  not  at 
that  moment  read  the  whole,  from  the  weaknefs  of  his  light. 
He  could  eafily  enough  perceive,  however,  from  the  Right 
Hon.  Member’s  anfwer,  that  the  letter  had  been  publifned 
by  his  command,  therefore  he  fhould  take  that  fa£t  tor  grant- 
ed. On  Monday,  therefore,  in  order  to  bring  the  matter 
fairly  before  Parliament,  he  fhould  move  for  a copy  of  that 
publication,  and  alfo  for  Inch  orders  and  inftrudlions  as  had 
been  given  to  General  Lake,  relative  to  that  meafure. 
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Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  gave  notice,  that  on  Wednefday  next 
he  would  move  for  a repeal  of  the  Infurrection  Bill  ; a bill 
which,  in  his  opinion,  had  been  in  a great  meafure  the 
caule  of  that  difaffedtion  and  difturbance,  which  now  agi- 
tated a great  part  of  the  country.  It  was  unnecefTary  for 
him  to  hate  his  fentiments  on  the  bill  more  at  large  at  pre- 
fent ; he  fhouid  referve  what  he  had  to  fay  for  W ednefday, 
when  he  would  not  confine  himfelf  merely  to  the  fubjedt  of 
the  bill,  but  would  alfo  go  pretty  much  at  large  into  the  con- 
dudt  of  Minifters  in  this  country,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  war. 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  1 7. 

Mr.  Grattan  moved,  “ That  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Excellency,  praying  that  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  order,  that  a copy  of  a paper  publifhed  in  the  Belfaft 
News-Letter,  and  purported  to  be  figned  by  General  Lake, 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  as  alfo  a copy  of  the  inftrudtions 
of  srovernment  on  that  occafion  to  General  Lake.” 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that 
his  Right  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Pelham)  had  declined  coming 
down  to  the  Houfe  this  day,  in  the  idea  that  no  public  bufi- 
nefs  would  be  tranfadled.  The  abfence  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman,  together  with  the  thinnefs  of  the  Houfe,  would, 
he  hoped,  induce  the  Hon.  Member  to  poftpone  his  motion. 
He  took  the  liberty  to  fay,  without  any  authority  on  .this 
occafion  but  what  he  knew  of  the  general  intentions  of  go- 
vernment, that  they  never  purfued  any  fteps  of  fuch  a na- 
ture, which  they  did  not  intend  to  communicate  to  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  Grattan  agreed  to  defer  his  motion  till  to-morrow, 
but  gave  notice  that  he  would  repeat  it  then,  preparatory  to 
a motion  for  inquiry  refpe£ting  the  aforefaid  publication  on 
Monday,  Adjourned. 

. SATURDAY 


SATURDAY,  MARCH  I 8. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORD  LIEUTENANT. 

Mr.  Secretary  Pelh  am  delivered  to  the  Houfe  a meflage 
ft om  his  Excellency,  Rating  that  the  inlurredtionary  fpirit 
which  had  manifefled  itfelf  in  certain  diftridts  in  the  province 
of  Ulfler,  had  rendered  it  neccflary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  Council  to  ifliie  a Proclamation,  declaring  thofe  diRridts 
in  a Rate  of  difturbance  ; and  his  Excellency  had  in  confe- 
quence  conveyed  inflrudlions  to  General  Lake,  to  aflifl  the 
magiRrates  in  difarming  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  diflridts,  in 
which  the  General  had  already  fucceeded  in  a conftderable 
extent. 

Mr.  Pelham  then  moved  that  the  Houfe  do  on  Monday 
refolve  itfelfinto  a committee,  in  order  to  take  his  Excellency’s 
meflage  into  consideration.  Ordered  accordingly. 


The  following  is  a copy  of  General  Lake’s  proclamation,, 
in  confequence  of  the  inflruch’ons  above  alluded  to, 
addrefled  to  the  people  of  the  province  of  Ulfler  : . 

“ Belfast,  March  13,  1797. 

“ WHEREAS  the  daring  and  horrid  outrages  in  many  parts 
*l  of  this  province,  evidently  perpetrated  with  a view  to  fuper- 
4f  fede  the  laws  and  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  by  an  organifed 
4 4 fyftem  of  murder  andi  robbery,  have  increafed  to  fuch  an 
“ alarming  degree,  as  from  their  atrocity  and  extent  to  bid  defi- 
44  ance  to  the  civil  power,  and  to  endanger  the  lives  and  proper- 
44  ties  of  his  Majefty’s  faithful  fubjedfs.  And  whereas  the  better 
44  to  effect  their  traitorous  purpofes,  feveral  perfons  who  have 
44  been  enrolled  under  the  authority  of  his  Majefty’s  Commiffi- 
44  ons,  and  others,  have  been  forcibly  and  traitoroufiy  deprived  of 
44  their  arms;  it  is  therefore  become  indifpenfably  neceffary  for 
44  the  fafety  and  protediion  of  the  well-difpofed,  to  interpofe  the 
“ King’s  troops  under  my  command  : And  I do  hereby  give 
44  notice,  that  I have  received  authority  and  diredlions  to  adt  in 
44  fuch  manner  as  the  public'  fafety  may  require. 

44  1 do  therefore  hereby  enjoin  and  require  all  perfons  in  this 
**  diftridt,  ( peace  officers  and  thofe  ferving  in  a military  capacity 
44  excepted)  forthwith  to  bring  in  and  furrender  up  all  arms  and 
44  ammunition  which  they  may  have  in  their  pofleffion,  to  the 
44  officer  commanding  the  King's  troops  in  their  neighbourhood. 

44  I truft  that  an  immediate  compliance  with  this  order'may 
c<  render  any  adt  of  mine  to  enforce  it  unneceftary, 
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“ Let 


81  Let  tlie  people  ferioufly  refl'edl,  before  it  is  too  late,  on  the 
6i  ruin  into  which  they  are  rufhrng  ; let  them  reftedt  on  their 
e(  prefent  profperity,  and  the  miferies  into  which  they  will  ine- 
<s  vitably  be  involved  by  perfifling  in  a-fts  of  pofitive  rebellion  ; 
**  let  them  inftantly,  by  furrendering  up  their  arms,  and  by  re- 
“ boring  thofe  traitoroufiy  taken  from  the  King's  forces,  refcue 
t(  themfelves  from  the  feverity  of  military  authority.  Let  all  the 
“ loyal  and  well-intentioned  a6ti  together  with  energy  and  fpirit, 
€t  in  enforcing  fubordination  to  the  lav/s,  and  rehoring  tranquil- 
“ lity  in  their  refpe&ive  neighbourhoods,  and  they  may  be  af- 
M fured  of  protection  and  fupport  from  me. 

“ And  I do  hereby  invite  all  perfons  who  are  enabled  to  give 
81  information  touching  arms  and  ammunition  which  may  be  con- 
ct  cealed,  immediately  to  communicate  the  fame  to  the  feveral 
®‘  officers  commanding  his  Majeily’s  forces  in  their  refpedtive 
diilridfs  £ and  for  their  encouragement  and  reward,  I do  hereby 
**  promife  and  engage  that  llrfdt  and  inviolate  fecrefy  brail  be 
lt  obferved,  with  refpedt  to  all  perfons  who  {hall  make  fuch  conrs- 
f‘  munication  ; and  that  every  perfon  who  {hail  make  it,  {hall  re* 
ceive  as  a reward  the  full  value  of  all  fuch  arms  and  amnmni- 
tion  as  {hall  be  feized  in  confeqnence  thereof. 

“ G.  LAKE,  Lieut.  Gen. 
u Commanding  the  Northern  Dfbri&A 


on 


MONDAY,  MARCH  20. 

DISARMING  OF  ULSTER. 

The  Hotife  refolved  into  a committee,  to  take  into  confl- 
deration  the  meffage  from  his  Excellency,  Mr.  Annesley 
in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Ogle  delivered  a fhprt  prefatory  fpeech,  in  which  lie 
{fated  the  erterticns  he  had  made  throughout  the  whole  or 
his  political  career  for  the  liberties  of  Ireland  ; his  convic- 
tion of  the  propriety  and  rieceflity  of  the  meafure  which  he 
now  meant  to  defend,  a meafure  which  every  man  lBiilt 
fupport  who  valued  eflablilhed  government,  peace,  or  the 
advantages  of  civil  fociety,  all  which  France  was  endea- 
vouring 
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Touring  to  deftroy,  by  promoting  an  organized  fyftem  <3t 
rebellion  and  treafon  in  the  North  of  this  kingdom. 

He  dwelt  all'o  on  the  excellence  of  the  Britifti  conftitutioh, 
which  excellence  it  was  that  attracted  the  peculiar  envy  and 
enmity  of  the  Republic,  and  again  if  which  they  had  long 
been  exerting  thcmfelves,  by  bribing  our  people  and  pradtif* 
ing  upon  them,  by  every  means  which  might  tend  to 
elf  range  them  from  the  belt  of  governments : and  concluded 
by  leading  die  attention  of  the  iioufe  to  the  confluences  of 
not  crulliing  thole  machinations  in  the  bud,  and  finally 
moved  an  Addrefs  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
in  which  the  purport  of  the  mellage  was  re-echoed,  and  a 
hearty  and  cordial  co-opcration  in  the  meai'ure  which  had 
been  adopted  by  his  Excellency  for  di farming  the  northern 
diftria,  was  prom i fed  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Grattan  obferv^d,  that  the  worft  news  he  had 
hoard  of  late,  .and  he  had  heard  much  bad  newsof  jate,  W3S 
the  melTage  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  attainting  one  entire 
province  of  Irciand  of  ’nigh  treafon.  That  Parliament  was 
defired  to  afTent  tb  that  attainder  forthwith,  and  to  put  the 
province  of  Ulfter  under  military  execution.  Wewere called 
to  do  this  without  inquiry  of  any  fort  ; and,  without  the  delay 
of  a moment,  we  were  called  upon  to  do  that  with  refpedl  to 
the  moll  floufiftiing  part  of  our  country,  which  could  not  be 
done  in  the  cafe  of  an  individual ; we  were  called  upon  to  attaint 
a people — 'to  attaint  a people  for  high  treafon,  on  the  charge  pre- 
ferred by  a mihifter  ; we  were  called  upon  to  do  this  without 
evidence,  inquiry,  trial,  or  the  delay  of  a moment,  to  proceed 
again  ft  our  own  country  with  lefs  juftice  or  ceremony  thaii 
were  obferved  by  the  revolutionary  tribunals  of  France.  An 
Irifh  Parliament  was  called  on  to  take  the  word  of  a minifter, 
and  on  that  word  to  attaint  their  country  of  treafon.  Who  are 
the  people  whom  they  attaint  of  trealbn,  and  confign  to 
military  execution  ? They  are  the  men  who  placed  William 
III.  on  the  throne  of  this  kingdom  ; they  are  the  men  who 
when  the  Engiifh  Parliament  had  trampled  on  your  rights, 
enabled  you  to  claim  tliofe  rights,  and  armed  as  Volunteers 
to  defend  their  country  againft  foreign  enemies  and  domeflic 
tyrants,  and  carried  you  on  their  back  while  you  preferred 
your  claim  of  right  : Yes,  you  were  carried  on  the  back  of 
an  armed  people  to  the  founding  of  martial  muftc— better 
harmony  than  fuch  addreftes  as  thefe  ; you  were  carried  on 
the  back  of  an  armed  people,  and  forced  or  indeed  ravilhed 
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into  the  Temple  of  Freedom  ! And  now  you  are  to  “ fell 
your  redeemer,  and  deliver  him  up  to  bondage  !”  You  are  now 
to  deprive  of  their  arms  thofe  very  men  at  the  defire  of 
fome  of  thofe  who  would  have  hanged  you  for  difputing  the 
ufurpations  of  the  Britilh  Parliament  but  for  thofe  arms — for 
what  caufe  ? They  tell  you,  treafon  ! but  I tell  them  they  are 
not  to  be  credited.  Who  charge  the  province  of  Ulfter  with 
treafon  ? Some  of  thofe  men  who  called  the  claim  of  rwht 
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in  8o  treafon  ; fome  of  them  who  called  the  meeting  at  Dun- 
gannon, in  1 782,  treafon  ; fome  of  them  who  called  the  beft  and 
moft  conflitutional  exertions  of  this  country  at  the  period 
when  (he  ftruggled  againfl  the  commercial  reflections  im- 
pofed  by  the  parliamentary  power  exercifed  by  Great-Britain 
over  this  country,  treafon.  He  had,  he  faid,  in  his  pofteffion  a 
paper  drawn  up  by  a confidential  fervant  of  government 
at  that  time,  and  at  this  time  in  confidence,  containing  30  or 
40  articles  of  high  treafon,  faid  to  have  been  committed  (in 
the  opinion  of  the  framer)  by  tljie  old  Volunteers  ; and  there- 
fore he  did  apprehend  that  now  a minifier  might  call  confti- 
tutional  rneafures,  fuch  as  the  Reform  of  Parliament,  treafon  ; 
and  indeed  if  that  were  treafon  he. did  belieye  it  was  a trea- 
fon of  which  the  North  was  guilty,  but  he  would  add  that  he 
believed  every  other  part  of  the  kingdom  as  well  as  the 
North  was  guilty  of  wifbing  well  to  that  fpecies  of  treafon: 
and  he  further  acknowledged  that  if  the  Reform  of  Parlia- 
ment was  treafon,  he  mud  plead  guilty  to  that  treafon.  That 
it  was  faid  there  were  in  fome  parts  of  the  North  difaftedted 
focieties. — Have  you  inquired  how  far  the  miiconduct  of  go- 
vernment might  have  caufed  that  difatFedtion  ? — But  fuppofe 
the  fadt — Does  it  follow  from  thence  that  you  fhould  outlaw 
the  whole  province  ?— That  he  knew  no  method  fo  likely  to 
extend  thofe  focieties  and  increafe  difalfedtion,  as  by  fuch  an 
extenfive  and  indifcriminate  outlawry  ? — That  the  difconlents 
and  jealoufies  of  the  North  originally  in  his  opinion  proceeded 
from  an  unconftitutional  fyftem  of  government,  and  they 
would  be  now  increafed  by  a conduct  that  renounced  any  fyf- 
tem of  the  confiitution  whatfoever. — That  he  believed  there 
was  in  this  country  very  great  diftatisfadtion  ; that  the  rneafures 
of  government  had  caufed  it;  that  the  fame  fyftem  of  mea- 
fures  would  continue  to  produce  it,  and  every  new  violence  on 
the  part  of  government  would  be  new  diicontent  on,  the  part 
of  the  people  ; that  he  conceived  the  prefent  meafure  to  be 
a ftep  for  fpreading  thro’  the  province  of  Ulfter  more  difeon- 
tent,  more  refentment,  and  more  feuds  than  ever. 
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He  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  order  of  his  Excellency 
to  General  Lake,  to  feize  on  the  arms  of  the  people  of  the 
North  of  Ireland.  He  obferved  that  beyond  any  queftion 
whatever,  it  was  in  face  of  law  : he  apprehended  the  law- 
yers did  not  attempt  to  defend  its  legality,  hut  that  it  was 
not  only  illegal,  but  fo  illegal  and  fo  violent  that  it  could 
not  be  enforced  againft  the  individual  without  committing  an 
a£t  of  felony  ; or  againft  the  province  at  large,  without 
committing  an  a£t  of  high  treafon  : That  he  apprehended 
any  perfon  who  broke  into  a houfe  and  took  out  arms  under 
this  order,  was  guilty  of  felony,  and  that  thofe  who  advanced 
with  an  armed  force,  breaking  into  houfes  generally,  and  profef- 
fing  that  purpofe,  and  taking  arms  thereout,  might  perhaps 
fugged  a quedion,  whether  they  were  not  guilty  of  high  trea- 
fon ; that  the  order  of  the  King  could  not  difeharge  the  crime 
of  treafon.  The  exercife  of  the  power  of  houfe-breaking 
and  robbery  by  an  armed  force  generally,  perhaps  might  be 
condrued,  levying  war  againd  the  King,  and  comes  under  the 
a£l  of  Edw.  III.  and  he  obferved,  it  was  dngular  that  the 
mini  dry,  while  they  attainted  the  province  of  Ulder  for 
high  treafon,  they  appeared  to  be  fomething  little  fhort  of  it 
in  the  a£t  of  committing  it  themfelves.  He  laid  he  had  read 
of  a£ls  of  power ; he  did  not  forget  the  reign  of  Charles,  nor 
that  of  James  the  2d.  He  remembered  to  have  read  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court  of  High  Commiffion,  of  the  Court  of 
Star  Chamber  ; he  recollected  to  have  read  of  (hip-money — 
of  the  arred  of  the  five  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
by  Charles  the  I. — -the  difpenfing  power  by  James  the  II. — 
and  of  the  imprifonment  of  the  Bi diops  by  the  fame  Prince  ; 
but  thefe  proceedings,  illegal  as  they  undoubtedly  were — 
outrageous  as  they  undoubtedly  were,  contrary  as  they  un- 
doubtedly were  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  land,  and 
fubverfive  of  thofe  lawTs,  were,  when  compared  to  the  mea- 
fure  under  vour  confideration,  a£ls  of  innocence.  Thev 
fet  the  law  at  defiance,  ’tis  true — they  deprived  the  individual 
of  his  property  by  order  of  the  King,  ’tis  true — they  deprived 
the  individual  of  his  liberty,  ’tis  true  ; but  what  is  all  that  to 
an  order  of  a Minifter  depriving  a great  province  of  its  arms, 
and  fubjecling,  on  refufal,  that  province  to  military  execu- 
tion ? I afk  you  now,  will  you  fubrnit  to  fuch  an  ad:  ? Will 
you  lit  by  with  folded  arms,  and  fuffer  the  deputy  of  an  Eng- 
lifti  Minifter  to  difarm  the  Irifti  ? Will  you  fuffer  him  to  en- 
flave  your  country  ? Will  you  fuffer  him  to  difgrace  her  r Will 
you  furrender  to  him  her  character,  her  conftitution,  her 
arms,  and  in  that  word  every  thing  dear  to  lrilhmen  ? Will 
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the  Reprefentatives  of  an  Irifh  people  do  this  ? What,  with- 
out inquiry — in  the  courfe  of  a few  hours — without  any  evi- 
dence but  the  word  of  a Minifler,  who,  in  fuch  a calc,  is  no 
judge,  and  in  this  cafe  is  a party  againft  the  people  who  have 
been  mfulted  by  his  meafures  ? He  obferved,  if  this  mea- 
fure  be  a blow  to  your  liberty,  furely  it  is  no  lefs  a blow  to 
your  fecurity.  What  will  the  fafety  of  the  individual  be 
when  all  the  people  of  the  North  are  d harmed,  favc  thofe 
who  have  arms  concealed?  1 fay,  what  will  be  their  fituation', 
if  the  army  fhall  be  removed,  and  the  French  land  ? ’Tis  faid, 
when  you  have  di fanned  the  people  of  the  North,  you  may 
withdraw  the  troops  ; but  I lay  that  after  you  have  dilarined 
all  thofe  of  the  North  who  do  not  hide  their  arms,  you  may 
hud  thoic  troops  ftilf  more  neceffary  to  defend  the  partisans 
of  an  obnoxious  government,  and  frill  more  obnoxious 
from  this  iaff  meafure.  So  far  you  appear  to  have  refigri- 
ed  the  perlonal  fafety  of  the  friends  -of  government  in 
the  North  of  Ireland ; and  let  me-  here , oblerve,  that 
a man’s  beft  fecurity  is  the  love  of  his  fellow-citizens. — 
Nothing  in  my  mind  is  fo  filly  or  hazardous  as  to  difeover  an 
extraordinary  zeal  to  trample  upon  the  people,  in  order  to 
gratify  the  government  ; — nothing  fo  filly,  fo  unworthy,  or 
fo  hazardous,  as  to  fupport  the  court  by  infui.ting  the  people. 
So  much  may  be  faid  touching  private  fafety,  as  affected  by 
this  meafure,  but  as  to  public  fafety,  as  to  national  fecurity, 
Father  of  Mercy  ! how  do  you  dimini  ih  that  by  this  meafure? 
Your  army,  militia  and  yeomanry  are  fufficient  to  defend 
the  country  againft  the  French,  if  the  people  are  with  you  ; 
but  are  they  equal  to  the  two  wars — the  French  war,  and  the 
civil  war?  however  brave  and  gallant  thofe  yeomen  troops,  the 
latter  is  not  the  fervice  they  would  prefer.  Confider  again, 
what  is  the  Fate  of  your  credit  at  this  time,  when  you  accu- 
mulate fuch  difficulties  upon  yourfelves  : the  meffage  of  the 
former  week  told  us  that  government  had  flopped  the  cir- 
culation of  money,  and  the  meflage  of  this  day  tells  us  go- 
vernment has  put  the  North  under  military  execution  ; in 
the  mean  time  they  have  not  added  to  their  militia,  notwich- 
ilanding  your  vote  : nor  to  their  army  ; nor  have  they  railed 
the  new  regiments;  nor  have  they  given  commiffions  to  raife 
them  : thus  the  railing  men  don’t  go  on  ; the  iffue  of  money 
don?t  go  on  : the  government  have  declared  they  will  perfiff 
to  proferihe  the  Catholics,  and  they  now  confign  the  Pro- 
fellants  to  military  execution,  and  thefe  are  the  great  mea- 
ftires  they  are  taking  againfi:  the  French.  I am  aftonifhed 
the  people  of  England  are  not  alarmed.  While  you  afieci  to 
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difarm  the  inhabitants  of  the  North,  you  are  arming  their 
minds  againft  the  Government — you  are  arming  their  minds 
with  a hoft  of  refentments,  &c.  &c..  &c.  The  iiiih  Govern- 
ment can’t  recruit  for  themfelves,  but  they  are  recruiting  for 
the  French,  their  proclamations  are  invitations  to  the  French 
to  come — their  orders,  and  the  execution  under  thofe  orders, 
are  preparations  for  a fpirit  to  receive  and  welcome  the  French. 
If  the  people  of  the  North,  as  1 hope  and  make  no  doubt 
they  will  do,  remain  good  and  loyal  iubjetSls,  notwithstand- 
ing fuch  a conduct  in  Government,  it  is  bee  aide  their  alle- 
giance is  too  fixed  and  noble  to  be  vanqoifhed  even  by  the 
meafures  of  their  Miniflers.  You  have  read  General 
Hoche’s  proclamation  ; 1 hope  he  has  not  read  your’s:— De- 
pend upon  it  your  meafures  are  irreconcileable  tc>  the  genius 
of  a free  people,  and  are  more  likely  to  give  fpirits  to  France 
titan  to  iubdue  the  fpirit  of  Ireland.  Rely  on  it  the  North 
will  not  be  fubdued — the  people  of  the  North  will  not  be 
fjaves — they  may  be  fufierers  for  fome  time,  but  they  will 
not  be  Haves; — if  they  are  fubdued,  Ireland  is  fubdued ; — if 
liberty  is  put  down  there,  it  is  put  down  here: — if  a Minifter 
fhall  be  permitted  to  bieak  the  fpirit  of  that  people,  he  has 
conquered  the  free  fpirit  of  the  ifland,  and  therefore'  their 
caufe  is  our  caufe,  their  difgrace  is  our  difgrace — and  an 
order  to  difarm  them,  is  an  order  to  handcuff  Ireland.  When 
1 fay  this,  I don’t  think  you  will  ultimately  fucceed  in  ers- 
flaving  either  Ireland  or  any  part  of  it;  my  apprehenfion 
is,  left  by  your  meafures  in.  general,  and  this  laid  mea- 
fure  in  particular,  which  I cannot  contemplate  without 
horror,  nor  read  without  aftoni  fitment,  you  may  fret  and 
irritate  to  a ftate  of  difafFe£tion  a people  determined  to  be 
free,  and  who  will  not  furrender  their  freedom  either  to 
Miniflers  or  to  Kings.  1 fear,  I fay,  left  by  pra£tices  of 
this  fort  you  may  make  enemies  to  Royalty,  when  you  only 
intend  to  make  Haves  for  Miniflers.;  but  when  Minifters  only 
mean  that  the  people  fhou Id  be  deprived  of  their  arms  and 
their  liberty,  they  would  deprive  the  King  of  the  affedftions 
of  the  People,  and  equally  ruin  their  Sovereign,  by  their 
own  vi6lories  c*ver  the  laws,  as  by  the  vi£tories  of  the  enemy 
over  their  arms.  Would  a Mmiftry,  capable  of  laving r this 
country  in  the  hour  of  danger,  have  begun  their  career  by 
declaring  againft  the  Catholics,  and  have  proceeded  to  an 
outlawry  of  the  Proteftants — thiough  a progrefs  of  defeat 
abroad,  and  as  faT  as  cafti  is  concerned,  infolvency  at  home  } 
the  country,  however,  may  yet  be  laved  ; had  the  Britifti 
Parliament  interpofed  in  time,  it  could  have  prevented  the 
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American  war  if  the  Irilh  Parliament  interpofes  in  time,  it 
will  prevent  the  Irilh  war.  If  it  can’t  or  won’t  look  to 
peace  with  France,  it  can  and  ought  to  look  to,  and  may, 
if  it  pleafes,  command  peace  with  Ireland  ; it  may  prevent 
the  lowing  thofe  fe£ds  of  hoftility,  the  rancour,  the  difafFec- 
tion,  and  the  revenge  that  naturally  belong  to  fuch  meafures 
as  thefe.  Away  with  the  fyftem  of  coercion — the  Jacobi- 
nical fyftem — what  is  the  Jacobinical  fyftem  ? it  is  a contempt 
for  human  rights,  and  a violent  encroachment  on  the  laws. 
What  has  been  our  fyltem  of  coercion,  but  a violent  con- 

t 

tempt  of  the  rights  and  franchifes  of  our  fellow  fubjedts,  and 
a violent  outrage  on  the  laws ; it  has  been  law-making  in  the 
fpirit  of  law-breaking ; until  now  indeed,  our  Government 
fnds  that  iuch  an  idea  of  law-making  is  too  flow  and  limited 
for  their  rapid  views,  and  therefore  they  refort  to  law-break- 
ing in  its  own  true  name,  without  even  the  affectation  of 
law-making.  Believe  me,  this  will  not  do ; neither  legal 
tyranny,  nor  military  execution  ; why  do  you  refort  to 
military  execution  now  ? hecaufe  legal  tyranny  has  failed — 
becaufe  coercion  by  adt  of  Parliament  will  not  be  tolerated 
by  the  people  of  Ireland.  You  pafied  a gunpowder  bill ; 
what  did  you  get  by  it  ? Strength  and  tranquillity  ! no, 
general  difcontent.  That  bill  was  to  have  quieted  every 
thing — the  value  of  land  was  to  have  rifen  upon  it  ; every 
man’s  title  was  faid  to  have  been  ftrengtherred  by  it ; that 
bill,  however,  failed  ; and  becaule  it  failed,  you  reforted  to 
a more  powerful  meafure ; what  was  that  more  powerful 
meafure  ? tranfporting  the  peafantry  without  Judge  or  Jury  ! 
What  did  this  meafure  produce?  much  more  difcontent! 
You  padPed  to  another  meafure — an  indemnity  bill  for  thofe 
who  had  broken  the  law  to  quiet  the  country. — You  paffed 
to  another  meafure: — an  infur  re  dti  on  bill;  it  deprived  the 
fubjedt  in  proclaimed  diftridts,  of  his  liberty  ; but  it  was  to 
be  peace  and  compofure,  and  liberty  was  faid  to  be  wifely 
facrificed  for  fecurity:  what  was  the  confequence  of  this  bill  ? 
much  more  difturbance  and  difcontent;  and  becaufe  this  bill 
had  failed,  another  bill,  more  powerful,  was  reforted  to:  the 
fuipenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  adt,  this  was  the  great  mea- 
lure  to  quiet  every  thing ; accordingly,  numbers  were  arrefted  ; 
the  middling  man,  who  is  mere  one  of  the  people,  and 
therefore  whofe  imprifonment  was  moll  likely  to  affedt  the 
people,  was  difpofed  of  in  gaols,  individuals  in  vaft  numbers 
were  arrefted  ; you  had  not  then  proceeded  to  indidt  pro- 
vinces; the  gaols  were  filled  with  every  thing  faid  to  be  dan- 
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gercus  or  fruitions ; now,  furely,  every  thing  muft  be  quiet, 
at  leaf},  though  not  free  ; what  is  the  fad?  a meflage  comes 
from  the  Lonl  Lieutenant,  ftating  the  whole  province  to  be 
in  a iTate  of  rebellion.  I don’t  enquire  into  the  principle  of 
thefe  ails  of  Parliament,  and  ails  of  power  ; indeed  they 
are  now  nearly  the  fame  thing.  I enquire  into  their  policy  ; 
and  you  mull  perceive,  the  ftronger  you  grow  in  the 
ftatute  book,  the  weaker  you  grow  in  the  country ; the 
more  devoted  your  majorities,  the  more  averfe  your  peo- 
ple;— the  more  penal  laws  you  obtained,  the  more  difturbance 
you  created  ; the  more  liberties  you  deftroyed,  the  more 
power  you  loft  ; the  more  you  hang,  and  the  more  yon  tranf- 
port,  the  more  you  inflame,  difturb,  and  difafFed ; 'the 
more  you  ruin  the  conftitution,  the  more  you  undermine 
the  government ; and  now,  having  completed  your  fyftem, 
which  is  nothing  lefs  than  a ftatute-war,  waged  againft  the 
people,  the  Minifter  comes  to  Parliament,  and  honeftly 
owns,  that  his  fyftem  of  coercive  law  won’t  do  ; that  law  in 
any  poflible  form  won’t  do  ; and  that  military  execution,  in 
place  of  law,  is  now  the  only  thing,  on  their  principles,  to 
fecure  the  peace  and  the  happinels  of  Ireland.  Remember 
America — remember  America  ! Ihe  complained  that  fhe  was 
taxed  by  the  Parliament  ; the  North  complain  that  Ireland 
is  legiflated  for  by  the  Britifh  cabinet.  America  complained 
that  Bofton  was  perfecuted,  condemned,  and  ftned,  to  prompt 
her  to  excefies  ; the  NortLcom  plains  that  Belfaft  is  perfecuted 
and  goaded  to  work  her  up  and  fting  her  to  madnefs.  America 
complained  that  the  miniftry  proceeded  againft  her  by  the  irri- 
tation of  ftatute  and  repeated  volliesof  intemperate  ads,  fired 
like  lo  many  hot  balls  upon  the  people  ; fhe  complained  pirr- 
ticula  ly  of  four  ads  of  Parliament  : One,  fihutting  up  the 
port  of  Bofton,  another  altering  the  chartered  conftitution  of 
Maflachufets  bay  : You  have  lecn  the  chartered  right  of 

your  citizens  fuperfeded  without  even  an  ad  : (lie  complained 
ol  another,  depriving  her,  in  all  cafes  of  violence  committed 
by  the  army  on  the  people,  of  the  benefit  of  an  American 
jury  ; and  a fourth,  eftabli lliing  a defpotic  government  in 
Canada  to  keep  in  check  North  America  : on  each  and  all  of 
thefe  ads  the  Britifti  Parliament  applauded  its  moderation,  and 
at  the  clofe  of  that  fatal  code  which  leparated  America — the 
King  is  made  to  felicitate  himtelf  on  the  proipcd  of  tranquility 
in  America,  fecured  by  the  vigour  of  his  laws  and  the  pacific 
dilpolitions  of  the  French:  thus  came  on  or  courfe  the  Ame- 
rican war  ; a war  of  arms  w as  the  confcquence  of  a w ar  of 
laws— -and  reparation  was  the  refult  of  both  wars— of  violent 
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_ laws  ana  military  execution — furious  Patutes  and  furious 
orders.  General  Gage’s  proclamation  was  not  wanting,  neither 
was  it  emitted,  to  feize  on  the  American  arms  and  ammunition. 
America  complained  of  the  bills  above  mentioned,  the  North 
complains  of  Pmrlar  bills: — of  a Gunpowder  A61, — of  a Con- 
vention Adi, — of  an  Infurre6Hon  Bill, — of  a fufpenfion  of  the 
Habeas  porpus  bill,  and  of  acts  of  violence  committed  by  thole 
employed  by  government,  without  any  bill  or  law  what- 
soever. Are  thel'e  proceedings  and  laws  more  mild  or 
more  confiitutional  with  regard  to  Ireland,  than  the  proceed- 
ings committed,  or  a£ts  pafTed  againft  America  ? or  do  you 
imagine  they  are  more  agreeable  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, becaufe  impofed,  not  like  the  American  bills,  by  a Prange 
Parliament,  but  by  their  own  Parliament — their  native  Par- 
liament ; — who,  they  think,  fhould,  inPead  of  opprefling, 
defend  their  fellow-citizens,  and  thofe  they  are  fuppofed 
to  reprefent,  againft  fuch  orfuch  like  a£ts  of  power  and  op- 
prePion  ? To  return  to  America,  the  enemies  of  the  (lamp 
a£t  were  held  out  as  the  enemies  of  England  ; the  friends  of 
American  liberty  were  reprefented  as  the  friends  of  fepara- 
tion  ; the  MiniPers  of  England  anticipated  the  feparation  of 
America,  by  prefuppofing  her  difaPeHion  ; and  created  the 
refentment  by  advancing  the  punifhment  They  made  penal 
laws  under  pretence  of  prevention  ; that  is,  they  deprived 
the  people  of  their  liberty,  pretending  to  prevent  the  commiffi- 
on  of  any  excefles. — They  abandoned  America  to  councils 
fimilar  to  thofe  to  which  they  have  abandoned  you ; they 
rebelled  againh:  the  rights  of  America  and  were  conquered; 
and  America  has  left  their  country  a folitary  parent  in  the 
midft  of  enemies.  With  refpe£t  to  Ireland,  they  will  avoid 
rhe  lafl:  error,  but  to  avoid  the  lap  error  thev  mull  abandon 
their  preient  fyPem,  they  have  'advanced  to  the  brink  ; I 
would  Pop  them  on  the  precipice  and  appeal  to  the  King, 
“ Sire,  time  prefTes : your  kingdom  of  Ireland  confiPs  of 
ProtePants  and  Catholics  ; your  MiniPers  have  proferibed 
the  one  and  outlawed  the  other  ; and  have  brought  about  this 
Pate  of  things  to  repel  an  invaPon  ; your  MajePy  Piould 
therefore  interpofe  for  the  fafety  of  your  crown  : you  Piould 
interpofe  for  the.  inheritance  of  your  fon.?>  I would  appeal 
to  the  people  of  England,  as  they  tendered  the  connection, 
that  tiiey  will  not  forfeit  every  principle  of  their  own  con- 
Pitution,  and  every  maxim  which  lias  characterized  them  as 
an  honeP  and  free  people  ; thofe  great  maxims  which  their 
authors  have  taught,  and  for  which  their  worthies  have  bled  ; 
and  which  gave  to  their  country  glory  and  renown  ; that 
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they  will  not  forfeit  thofe  maxims,  and  hazard  their  conne&iori 
with  this  country,  by  fupporting  in  violence  and  outrage  a 
miniftry  which  thus  conligns  Ireland  to  military  execution. 
If  the  court  of  England  are  fenfeiefs  to  its  danger,  I would 
appeal  to  the  oppolition,  to  Lord  Moira,  who  has  a great 
intereft  in  this  country  : Fame  he  has  every  where,  to  exert 

his  noble  efforts,  and  lend  the  power  of  his  great  name  to  a 
caule  fo  interefting  to  the  connection  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and 
of  courfe  to  the  exigence  of  the  empire,  and  indeed  to 
himielf.  I appeal  to  Mr.  Fox — he  couid  not  preferve  Ame- 
rica to  England,  he  may  preferve  Ireland — he  may  preferve 
her  love  and  'aiTe£tion  to  the  Britifh  nation  by  oppofing  gi- 
gantic abilities  to  gigantic  defpotilm,  which  the  Minifters  of 
his  own  country  have  permitted  to  eftablifh  itfelf,  and  to 
make  immenfe  advances  in  Ireland  ; thofe,  indeed,  who  are 
authors  of  our  grievances,  and  the  advifers  of  them,  depre- 
cate l'uch  interpolation  ; they  deprecate  any  enquiry  which 
may  publilh  their  own  delinquency  ; they  will  ltate  the  un- 
conhitutionality  of  an  enquiry  by  a Britiih  Parliament  into  a 
conduct  which  tends  to  bring  the  connexion  into  danger, 
and  which  derives  its  principle  of  motion  from  the  Britiih 
miniftry,  as  if  the  connection  were  not  a queftion  of  empire, 
or  that  a quehion  of  empire  were  not  a quehion  for  a Britiih 
Parliament  : Let  this  queftion  be  fairly  difeufled,  and  the 
lyftem  of  coercion  and  military  execution  muft  fall ; nothing  can 
fave  it  but  a partial  infurreclion.  If  the  people  of  the  North 
fuffer  themfeives  to  be  provoked  into  violence,  they  will  lofe 
that  fupenority  which  law  and  fufferings  give  them  over  their 
oppreflors;  their  violence  is  what  thofe  oppreftors  moft  deftre  ; 
it  would  gratify  revenge  ; it  would  give  colour  to  perfecti- 
on. Many  of  their  eneifiies  do  not  fcruple  to  exprel's  a wifh 
for  a rebellion  in  the  North  : as  far  as  the  chief  governor 
or  his  fecretary  are  concerned,  I am  far  from  making  fuch  a 
charge  ; but  certain  it  is  that  the  friends  of  military  execu- 
tion in  the  North  of  Ireland  are  afraid  of  nothing  fo  much 
as  her  patience  and  good  order ; for  patience  and  good  order 
muft  prevail.  Were  the  North  of  Ireland  to  draw  up  a 
Statement  of  her  Cale  for  the  people  of  Ireland  and  England, 
I Ihould  hope  it  would  have  great  efte£I ; for  the  province 
of  Ulftcr  may  depend  on  it,  that  the  prefent  fyftem  of  vio- 
lence and  military  government  can’t  laft  : the  only  chance 
of  its  continuance  is  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  miniftry 
— he  laid,  their  continuance  was  Improbable  ; and  that  it  was 
impoftible  that  any  new  miniftry  would  not  reverie  their 
plans,  and  totally  and  entirely  abandon  their  principles,  their 
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maxims,  their  fyftem  of  coercion,  terror  and  anarchy  ; that 
were  he  to  point  his  recommendation  of  a legal  and  peaceful: 
deportment  to  the  people  of  the  North,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  he  could  frame  none  ftronger  than  to  advife  them  to 
avoid  the  example  of  violence  afforded  them  by  the  agents 
of  government : — that  Ulfter  would  recover  her  liberty,  he 
wifhed  and  believed,  the  fame  Providence, that  led  by  the  hand 
through  the  defart  another  perfecuted  tribe,  will  condudt  them, 
through  the  horrors  by  which  they  are  iurrounded.  He  then 
moved  the  following  amendment. 

“ That  we  cannot  avoid  exprefling  our  profound,  heartfelt 

concern,  that  his  Excellency  lhould  have  been  adviftd  to 
66  iffue  an  oider  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  land  and  the 
“ principles  of  the  conflitution  ; which  cannot  be  enforced 
<c  without  violating  every  thing  which  is  dear  to  a free  people, 
46  and  without  the  imrodudtion  of  military  government,  and 
6(  military  execution.  We  do  therefore,  moft  humbly  en- 
“ treat  his  Excellency  to  recall  the  fame.  We  lh/M,  on 
“ our  parts,  inquire  into  the  prefent  hate  of  the  country,  to 
**  enable  us  to  take  fuch  rciealures  as  her  interefl  may  re«< 
6C  quire/’ 

Col.  Blaquiere  could  not  bear  fuch  inflammatory 
language  and  remain  blent.— The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman 
argued  that  the  order  of  the  council  was  unprecedented  ; but 
he  could  inflance  precedents  of  martial  law.  In  the  reigns 
of  Edward  the  Sixth  and  of  Elizabeth,  fimilar  meafures  had 
been  refer  ted  to.  What,  he  afked  the  Hon.  Gentleman,, 
was  the  Viceroy  to  take  no  fleps  to  fave  the  lives  and  pro- 
perties of  his  Majefff’s  faithful  fubjedts— to  prevent  the 
horrid  machinations  of  individuals,  who  bid  defiance  to  law 
and  civil  power  ? There  was  fcarcely  a day  which  did  not 
furnifh  news  of  the  daring  outrages  of  Northern  traitors : out- 
rages that'  endangered  the  very  exiltence  of  the  conflitution. 
This  being  the  cafe,  he  did  not  confider  the  Hon.  Member  a 
friend  to  his  country  in  preventing  the  punifbment  of  fuch 
abandoned  individuals,  and  the  fuppreflion  of  fuch  attrocioua 
crimes.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  great  abilities,  which 
inftead  of  encouraging  fubmifflon  to  conducted  authority* 
created  confubon  and  anarchy  in  the  country.. 

Mr.  Alexander  obferved,  that  as  long  as  he  had  a 
ray  of  fpirit  he  would  refjfl  the  tendency  of  arguments  that 
excited  di  flat  kfad  ion  &nd  <J;f*fle<5tion.  Men  excited  to  re- 
bellion 
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hellion  and  treafon,  trained  to  the  ufe  of  arms  againft  the 
conffitution  and  government  under  which  they  live,  were  not 
to  be  refilled  ! He  was  lenfible  that  fuch  abandoned  wretches 
compofed  but  a finall  portion  of  the  people  in  the  North  : he 
did  not  include  the  hordes  of  aftociated  traitors  with  rhe  bulk 
of  the  people  ; but  the  difaffeded  ought  to  be  fcparated  from 
the  well-affeded.  The  loyal  people  of  the  Noith  were 
expoled  to  aflalfmation  if  they  uttered  their  lentirnents. — 
Gentlemen  were  in  that  Houle  delegated  to  important  duties ; 
and  he  called  on  them  to  confider  well  the  public  confidence 
repofeef  in  them.  They  were' not  to  abandon  the  iafety  of 
the  nation  through  an  ill-judged  lenity  to  a tew  defperate  in- 
dividuals. The  queftion  before  the  Houfe  naturally  divided 
itlelf  into  heads:  Whether  government  were  warranted 

under  any  circumflances  to  diiarm  the  people  ; and  if  lo, 
w hether  fuch  circumflances  at  prefent  exifl  ? In  the  year 
1780,  an  enthufiatlic  mob,  under  the  conduct  or  Lord 
George  Gordon,  afiembled  in  London,  and  perpetrated 
various  outrages,  in  defiance  to  civil  magiftracy.  What  was 
the  confequence  ? The  executive  government  commanded 
the  mi’itary  to  proceed  againll  them;  and  when  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  inquired  into  the  neceflity  of  the  meafure,  Lord 
AmherfL  who  headed  the  military,  difdained  to  apologife, 
but  appealed  to  the  lenle  of  the  Houfe  ; the  decifion  was, 
that  the  neceflity  which  impofed  it  fufficiently  juftified  the 
meafure.  The  Hon.  Member  faid,  that  a Bill  of  Attainder 
was  paffed  on  the  North:  he  denied  the  affertion.  The 
meafure  was  only  ufed  as  a prevention,  to  prevent  the  rights 
of  individuals  being  injured  by  fadious  and  feditious  men ; 
and  hence,  the  only  queltion  that  remained  was,  whether  the 
means  ufed  to  effect  this  were  judicious.  The  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman allowed  that  fome  rebellion  exifled;  but  was  he  ac- 
quainted with  the  extent  ? He  landed  that  in  arguing  fo,  he 
could  have  no  idea  of  its  alarming  progrefs.  He  mentioned 
the  following  fad  as  one  among  many,  to  advife  Gentlemen 
of  the  peril  and  jeopardy  into  which  we  are  thrown  : In 
Derry,  a garrifon  of  500  men  were  attacked  by  a party  of 
thofe  traitors,  and  obliged  to  draw  up  the  bridge  to  fecure 
themfelves.  What  therefore,  ought  we  calculate  the  extent 
of  the  mifehief  to  be,  when  fuch  daring  ads  were  committed? 
He  was  forry  to  hear  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  againft 
every  meafure  of  government.  The  fentiments  of  oppofitiori 
tended  to  divide  us  from  Great-Britain ; the  people  v'ere 
tnade  to  believe  the  Britifh  Miniftcr  is  the  greateft  enemy  of 
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this  country  ; but  33  long  as  he  could  raile  his  voice  he 
would  re-echo  againft  fuch  mifehievous  harangues.  He  faw 
a new  order  of  things  arifing;  a fpirit  prevailed,  which 
tmlefs  counteradted,  would  be  fatal  to  fociety.  We  muft 
either  Gbmit  to  inevitable  ruin,  or  manfully  refill  the  grow- 
ing evil.  If  we  waited  till  the  gunpowder  was  ready  to  burfi: 
upon  us,  refinance  would  be  late.  He  heatd  the  Hon. 
Member  make  an  appeal  to  the  South  to  rife  in  aid  of  the 
North  ; an  appeal  to  England  to  co-operate  with  the  cl  1 fa f- 
fedted  of  Ireland.  This  was  a French  fentiment — a fpeci.es 
of  preliminary  preparation  for  revolution,  which  ! * would 
ever  refill  with  all  his  powers,  and  which  required  deter- 
mined conduct  to  iupprefs  it. 

Sir  T.  Osborne  declared  himfelf  adverfe  to  the  mca- 
fures  adopted  in  the  North,  and  profeffed  that  he  would  ever 
zealoufly  defend  the  Conftitution,  as  well  againft  thole  inno- 
vations of  it  which  arofe  with  the  Government,  as  thole 
which  originated  with  the  people. 

Mr.  W Smith  requeued  the  committee  to  confider  what, 
in  agreeing  to  this  Addrefs,  they  were  called  upon  to  do — 
.To  sanction  the  attainder  of  an  entire  province  of  the  king- 
dom, and  the  expofing  its  inhabitants  to  the  terrors  of  martial 
law:  Ought  a meafure  of  thus  magnitude  to  be  taken  with- 
out deliberation  ? could  we,  who  afire  died  to  be  popular 
feprefentatives,  thus  precipitately  furrender  the  hefi  rights  of 
the  people,  whofe  interefts  the  Houfe  ol  Commons  was 
peculiarly  bound  to  w'atch  ? Could  we  jollify  ourfelves  in 
dooming,  without  a moment’s  refiedtion,  one-fouith  of  our 
country  to  military  execution ; and  this  carelelsly,  incidentally, 
and  while  we  were  performing  the  common  ceremonial  of 
an  Addrefs  to  government  in  anlwer  to  their  meflage  ? Such 
conduct  would  fpeak  more  the  necefTitv  of  reform,  than 
all  that  could  be  Hid  by  oppofition  in  that  Houfe.  On  what 
grounds  were  we  called  -upon  thus  precipitately  to  put  our 
countrymen  out  of  the  King’s  peace  ? On  grounds  at  once 
evidently  vague  and  inefficient — infufficient,  becaufe  con- 
tained in  a meflage  which  the  conftitution  regarded  merely  as 
the  language  of  the  Minifter— vague,  becaufe,  admitting 
ail  the  ftatements  of  this  meflage,  it  only  announced  dif- 
turbances  in  parts  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  while  the  Addrefs 
which  was  no  w propofed  called  on  the  Houle  of  Commons 

concur  in  the  inference  (as  unjufl  as  illogical,)  which  the 

md'fage 


t ‘43  1 

mefFagfc  drew;  that  therefore  a whole  province  fnould  be  ev-' 
pokdto  military  rigour. — Mr.  Smith,  therefore,  difapproved 
entirely  of  the  Addrefs.  He  had  alfo,  however,  objections 
to  the  amendment  fuggeded  by  a Right  Hon.  Gentleman  : 
he  doubted  whether  it  was  not  of  an  inflammatory  tendency; 
though  of  the  motives  of  the  propofer  he  had  not  the  flighted 
doubt:  for  he  was  not  ufmg  the  language  of  empty  compli- 
ment, when  he  faid  that  he  had  the  higheft  refpeCt  for  the 
virtues  as  well  as  the  talents  of  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman. 
Mr.  Smith  faid  he  would  not  take  upon  him  to  pronounce 
that  government  had  aCled  wrong  in  the  conduct  which 
the  mediate  dated  them  to  have  purfued  ; or  that  the  North 
was  not  in  the  fituation  which  the  meffage  deferibed : He 
only  conjured  the  Houfe  to  recollect  the  iefpeCl  which  they 
owed  the  people  and  themfeives ; not  to  wave,  on  fuch  an 
occaficn,  their  great  privilege  of  erquiry ; nor  put  their 
countrymen,  without  deliberation,  under  the  dominion  of 
the  fword.  He  was  far  from  faying  that  the  communications 
of  government  did  not  deferve  attention  : He  admitted  even 
that  they  carried  with  them  great  authority  ; and  this  becaufe 
of  the  opportunities  which  government  had  of  obtaining  exaCt 
information  on  fuch  matters  as  the  meffage  dated:  He  only 
called  upon  the  Houfe  to  take  a little  time  for  enquiry  and 
reflection,  and  not  hadily  to  fport  away  the  fecurity  of  the 
people.  If  government  fhould  be  prompt  and  vigorous  in 
their  deps,  it  was  as  incumbent  on  Parliament  to  be  deli- 
berate in  theirs.  Mr.  Smith  therefore  apprized  the  Houfe 
of  an  amendment  more  agreeable  to  his  own  fentiments  than 
the  one  propofed : He  did  fo,  in  cafe  the  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man fhould  pleafe  to  adept  it  indead  of  that  which  he  had 
moved  If  not,  and  that  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman’s 
amendment  fhould  be  negatived,  he  then  would  fubmit  his 
to  the  confideration  of  the  committee. — The  amendment 
which  Mr.  Smith  intended  to  propofe,  fhouid  dale  “ that 
it  was  with  deep  concern  we  learned  from  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant’s meffage  the  dtuation  of  parts  of  the  Province  of 
Ulder,  and  the  necedity  which  government  conceived,  to 
exiftof  therefore  lubje&ing  the  whole  province  to  military 
controul.  That  we  returned  his  Excellency  our  fincered 
thanks  for  this  very  necedary,  though  very  painful  commu- 
nication ; and  that  we  fhould  pay  to  it  that  refpeC.  ul  atten- 
tion which  it  deferved,  by  forthwith  taking  into  our  mod 
ferious  confideration  the  date  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  the 
caufes  which  might  have  confpired  to  reduce  it  to  that  date 
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2nd  the  mea  Hires  moft  likely  to  refcue  it  from  its  prefect 
Situation.  That  we  befought  his  Excellency,  as  far  as 
confidently  with  public  welfare  might  be  done,  to  order  the 
documents  which  had  induced  him  to  take  the  heps  an- 
nounced by  his  melTage,  to  be  laid  before  the  Houle;  and 
that,  meantime,  we  humbly  luggefted  the  expedience  of  con- 
fining the  effects  of  military  controul  to  thofe  parts  of  the 
province  which  were  dated  to  be  difturbed.” 

Mr.  Serjeant  Stanley  faid,  that  the  meafure  which 
was  the  fubjedt  matter  of  difcudion,  was  of  fo  great  and 
general  importance,  fo  deeply  involved  the  peace  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  kingdom,  and  was  fo  connedted  with  the 
law  and  conditution,  that  he  thought  every  man  judified,  if 
not  called  upon,  to  deliver  his  fentiments ; and  he  felt  hitn- 
felf  the  more  difpofed  to  do  fo,  as,  in  his  opinions,  the 
order  iflued  by  his  Excellency  to  General  Lake,  had  been 
very  much  mifreprefented  or  grofsly  mifunderdood ; they 
were  not  iflued  to  him  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  the  in- 
habitants of  the  North  out  of  the  King’s  peace,  or  in  order 
to  fubvert  the  civil  power,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  fuppref- 
fing  treafon  and  rebellion,  and  of  reftoring  the  civil  power 
to  its  proper  and  conftitutional  authority.  Upon  the  mod 
mature  conflderation  ; he  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  a wife, 
a falutary  and  neceflary  meafure,  a meafure  founded  in 
prudence,  and  judified  by  principles  interwoven  in  the  ori- 
ginal frame  of  our  conditution.  He  then  went  through 
a hidory  of  the  North  of  Ireland  fince  the  year  1791,  and 
fhewed  that  treafon  and  rebellion  had  made  fuch  a gigantic 
progrefs  in  that  part  of  Ireland,  that  it  could  not  now  be 
reprefled  by  the  flow  and  gradual  progrefs  of  ordinary  juf- 
tice : all  civil  authority  was  overborne  ; and  that  it  required  ' 
fome  flrong,  vigorous,  and  energetic  meafure  to  fave  the 
conflitution  and  reftore  public  tranquillity. 

He  infilled  that  it  was  perfectly  legal  for  the  Executive 
Authority  to  call  forth  the  military  power,  to  fupprefs 
treafon  and  rebellion,  when  the  civil  power  was  overborne, 
and  the  magistrates  were  either  intimidated,  or  unwilling  to 
do  their  duty  ; and  he  quoted  the  opinion  of  Lord  Mansfield 
in  the  Houle  of  Lords  of  Great  Britain,  upon  the  fubjedt 
of  the  riots  in  London  in  1780,  to  juftify  the  aflertion. 
That  part  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  order,  which  went  to 
authorize  the  military  to  feize  upon  the  arms,  was  a meafure 
fully  warranted  by  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe,  and  the  ftate 
of  the  country ; it  was  an  exertion  of  prerogative  for  the 
public  fafety,  and  could  only  operate  upon  the  traitors  who 
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refuted  to  join  the  yeomanry  corps,  and  were  only  waiting 
an  opportunity  to  bury  their  arms  in  the  bofom  of  the  con- 
ftitution ; and  fo  far  as  it  operated  on  the  well  affected,  it 
was  a meafure  of  prevention, — a meafure  for  their  own  pro- 
tection, to  prevent  their  arms  falling  into  the  hands  of  rebels 
and  murderers,  and  to  protect  them  from  murder  and  out- 
rage. He  thought  his  Excellency  deferved  the  thanks  of 
the  Houle,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  nation,  for  adopting  fo 
vigorous  and  necelTary  a meafure  ; when  he  came  to  the 
adminiftration  of  Ireland,  he  found  this  kingdom  in  the 
mot  critical  lituation,  torn  by  domeftic  factions,  and  threat- 
ened with  foreign  invalion.  He  had  purfued  the  mot  firm 
and  prudent  meafures  to  reftore  happinefs  and  peace  to  the 
country  ; he  had  eftablifhed  yeomanry  corps  for  our  pro- 
tection againft  foreign  invafion,  and  domeftic  infurrection ; 
he  had  adopted  every  other  meafure  to  fecure  the  public 
tranquillity  ; and  his  name  ftiould  be,  and  he  trufted  would 
be,  ever  remembered  in  this  kingdom  with  honour  and 
regard. 

Mr.  Archdall  faid,  he  would  give  every  Gentleman 
credit  for  good  motives,  becaufe  every  Gentleman  muft  be 
intcrefted,  as  well  as  inclined  to  preferve  good  Government ; 
but  though  he  was  fure,  no  man  in  that  Houfe  would  en- 
courage the  caufe  of  the  United  Irifhmen,  and  of  murder, 
and  of  treafon,  ftill  he  thought  the  purport  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  of  fome  things  that  had  been  faid  in  fupport  of 
it,  would  not  difeourage  them.  He  faid,  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  introduced,  on  this  occafion,  the  fubjedt  of 
the  Catholic  Emancipation  and  Reform  of  Parliament;  he 
therefore,  hoped  thele  fubjedts  would  not  be  introduced 
again  for  the  remainder  of  the  Seflion  ; that  as  to  the  fubjedt 
before  the  Committee,  two  confiderations  naturally  arofe 
from  it : firft,  did  the  fadts  exift  as  ftated  in  the  Meflage  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant?  and,  fecondly,  had  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant" deferved  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  for  having 
applied  the  military  force  in  the  manner  which  was  declared? 
As  to  the  firft,  the  fadls,  he  faid,  were  too  notorious  to 
be  denied  or  difguifed,  for  it  muft  be  owned  they  were  trea- 
sonable ; if  the  opinion  of  Hawkins  about  treafon  was  true, 
who  fays,  that  taking  up  arms  under  the  pretence  of  reform- 
ing the  law,  is  levying  war  againft  the  King  in  his  realm  : 
That  this  is  done  by  the  United  Irishmen,  he  would  fhow 
from  their  own  words.  He  then  read  the  Refolutions  of 
fome  of  thefe  people  who  called  themfelves  a Reform 
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Society,  lately  clifperfed  by  a Magiftrate  and -a  military  fefce* 
who  bad  feizecl  their  papers  • by  which  it  appeared  they 
were  determined  to  abolifh  all  taxes  and  tythes,  and  reduce 
all  rents  to  a certain  ilandard,  ten  (hillings  an  acre  for  the 
heft  land,  and  fo  downwards — and  to  continue  in  arms , and 
Hold  iogdher , till  tJicfe  things  were  accompli (hed. — As  to  the 
fecond  confederation  respecting  the  meflage  which  had  been 
delivered,  he  would  afk,  what  was  the  meaning  and  nature 
of  the  prerogative  ? Locke,  who  could  not  be  fufpedled  of 
notions  too  high  on  fuch  a fubjetfl,  had  defined  prerogative 
to  be  a power  to  a£t,  according  to  difcretion,  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  without  the  dire£lion  of  the  law,  and  fometimes 
even  againft  it : Now,  when  every  body  admitted  that  the 
law  in  the  province  of  Ulfter  could  not  be  executed,  how 
could  the  prerogative  be  better  exerted  than  by  ufing  the 
military  force  entrufted  to  it,  fo  as  to  take  from  all  parties 
the  means  of  mifchief,  thus  making  them  all  equally 
amenable  to  the  civil  power ; — in  fhort,  by  doing  what  the 
law  could  not  do.  He  fait!  he  thought  the  queftion  fo  plain 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  conduct,  that 
the  only  contention  among  gentlemen  ought  to  be,  who 
fhould  moft  earneftly  exprefs  their  approbation  of  it. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  obferved,  that  the  gentlemen  op- 
pofite  always  made  melancholy  pictures  of  the  ftate  of  the 
nation  ; and  inftead  of  co-operating  with  Adminiftration  to 
defend  the  country,  menaced  as  it  is  by  foreign,  and  endan- 
gered by  internal  enemies,  they  founded  the  alarm  and  weak- 
ened the  hands  of  the  executive  government.  What  did 
the  government  do  ? Nothing  but  what  they  fhould  have 
done  long  ago,  when  it  was  notorious  that  a regular  fyftem 
of  rebellion  prevailed,  and  has  gained  much  ftrength  in  the 
North.  The  amendment  propofed  by  the  Hon.  Member 
was  of  a piece  with  the  reft  of  his  conduct  ; he  and  his  aiTo- 
ciates  made  harangues  which  inflamed  the  public  mind.  On 
all  occaftons  they  fought  to  calumniate  Minifters,  while  they 
neglect  their  duty  in  that  Houfe.  When  the  budget  was 
opened,  when  the  taxes  of  the  current  year  were  to  be 
propofed,  they  did  not  attend  in  their  places.  The  Hon. 
Member  now  endeavoured  to  roufe  the  whole  country  to 
jbin  the  difafletfled  in  the  North.  When  the  Yeomanry 
A£t  was  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe,  he  oppofed  the  meafure  ; 
he  got  up  with  energy,  and  called  on  the  Catholics  not  fo 
arm  in  defence  of  their  country : he  made  a tool  of  the 
Catholic  caufe  : In  confcquence  of  that  many  of  them  re- 
futed 
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fufed  to  go  into  the  Yeomanry  Corps.  Now,  the  Hon. 
Member  Birred  up  the  Prouftants,  by  telling  them  that  they 
were  dragooned  : he  introduced  every  lore  queBion — what- 
ever is  calculated  to  divide,  when  every  lover  of  his  King 
and  Country  ought  to  unite  the  people.  For  his  part,  he 
wifhed  that  lefs  money  went  to  absentees  ; but  this  was  not 
the  moment  to  agitate  the  queBion  ; — he  did  not  wifh  by 
rnifchievous  fpeecbes  to  inflame  the  people.  The  Hon. 
Member  faid  that  Belfaft  was  perfecuted,  and  that  the  Lord 
would  bring  it  out  of  trouble:  but  what  was  the  fadl  ? 
BeifaB  was  a perfecuting,  not  a perfecuted  town  ; at  the 
time  of  invafion,  they  refufed  aflfociating  to  defend  the 
country,  till  their  imaginary  grievances  would  be  red-relied. 
The  Hon.  Gentleman  faid,  that  government  were  recruiting 
for  F ranee: — But  after  all  our  penal  laws  have  been  re- 
pealed, after  many  conciliatory  measures  have  been  of  late 
years  reforted  to,  could  the  people  be  difaffedted  ? Were  it 
not  for  the  rnifchievous  harangues  of  the  Hon.  Member 
and  his  friends,  the  people  were  ready  to  defend  the  con- 
Bitution  and  government  under  which  they  have  profpered. 
It  was  not  unknown  to  France,  and  to  Europe,  that  the 
North  is  in  a Bate  of  concealed  rebellion.  The  United  Irifh- 
men,  it  was  notorious,  had  more  influence  there  than  govern- 
ment.— The  Hon  Member  faid  that  the  Convention  Bill  had 
failed  of  producing  any  good  effect  ; but  the  cafe  was  other- 
wife — the  Convention  Bill  hindered  the  United  Irifhmen 
from  overawing  Parliament.  By  the  Habeas  Corpus  Sufpen- 
hon,  audacious  libellers,  who  Prove  to  feparate  England  and 
Ireland,  were  imprifoned.  But  if  all  the  meafures  of  govern- 
ment had  failed,  what  were  government  to  do  ? They  muft 
have  recourfe  to  arms. — He  hoped  the  ♦Yeomanry  Corps 
would  be  fent  to  quell  the  North.  He  wifhed  they  were 
in  open  rebellion — then  they  might  be  oppofed  face  to  face. 
The  government  had  been  tardy,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
now  follow  up  the  order  of  council  with  fpirit. 

The  Attorney  General  faid,  that  fhould  all  the 
Houfe  be  influenced  by  party,  he  was  determined  to  be  a 
free  man.  He  confeQed  that  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
was  flretched  by  the  order  of  council.  The  Houfe  were 
bound  to  examine  whether  the  prerogativewas  improperly 
extended.  If  it  fnould  appear  that  arms  had  been  taken 
from  individuals,  then  the  next  enquiry  would  be,  whether  the 
neceflit.y  of  the  cafe  juflified  the  Bretch  of  prerogative.  This 
was  a&ually  fo.  The  executive  government  had  interpofed 

U 2 military 


[ 148  ] 

military  law  for  the  proteQion  of  the  country;  and  if  Gen- 
tlemen called  for  proofs,  he  would  fay  that  public  notoriety 
was  fufficient  evidence.  He  trufled  that  every  Gentleman 
from  that  part  of  the  country  would  rife  in  his  place,  and 
bear  teftimony  to  the  fa£ts  which  fell  under  their  own 
obfervation,  and  what  they  knew  concerning  the  (late  of  the 
North.  He  in  his  profeflional  capacity  had  opportunity  of 
knowing,  by  the  trials  of  two  years  part,  that  a confpiracy 
exifted  in  the  North,  avowedly  to  reform  the  reprefentation* 
but  really  todettroy  the  conJlitution.  They  did  not  allociate 
to  repair  the  decayed  parts  of  the  conftitution,  but  to 
overthrow  monarchy.  There  was  nobody  ignorant  that  fuch 
a confpiracy  exifred,  and  was  daily  gaining  ground  : — it  was 
notorious  that  it  fpreads  wider  and  wider — that  it  is  extending 
from  North  to  South.  In  the  counties  of  Donegal  and 
Antrim,  where  the  Magiftrates  had  done  their  duties,  they 
have  been  aflaffinated  or  forced  to  fly  : the  peaceable  and 
loyal  inhabitants  through  Ulfler  were  deprived  of  their  arms  ; 
or  fo  terrified  that  they  were  obliged  to  give  them  up.  In 
all  thefe  parts  there  were  many  loyal  and  well-affedted  peo- 
ple; but  if  they  uttered  their  fentiments  they  were  afTaffi- 
rated  ; and  led  they  fhould  ufe  their  arms  in  defence  of 
the  country,  they  were  deprived  of  them.  Was  government 
then  to  fufrer  fuch  outrages  ? were  they  to  delay  till  the 
confpiracy  arrived  to  a fatal  height  ? If  they  had  fent  a 
meffage  to  the  Houfe  before  they  took  coercive  meafures, 
they  would  give  the  confpirators  notice,  and  hence  have 
defeated  their  own  purpofe. — He  was  free  to  allow,, 
that  the  prerogative  was  extended  beyond  the  letter  of 
the  law;  but  was  it  not  juflified  by  the  mod  pow- 
erful necefiity  ? He  heard  gentlemen  fpeak  againfl  the 
conduct  of  government,  whole  merits  he  admired  : he  fhould 
not  attribute  to  them  bad  motives,  but  he  contended  that 
their  fpeecnes  were  calculated  to  inflame  and  difunite  the 
people — calculated  to  divide  the  Catholic  from  the  Pro- 
tefianr,  and  England  from  Ireland.  The  people  were  told 
that  that  the  Irifh  Parliament  is  entirely  governed  by  the 
Britifh  Minifler — that  the  Britifh  Miniller  patted  a Bill  of 
Attainder  againfl;  the  Irifh  Proteflants:  this  fort  of  language 
was  inflammatory;  but  was  it  probable  that  the  Britifh 
Minifter  would  difarm  the  Proteftant  of  Ireland  when  his 
afliftance  is  wanted.  The  Catholics  were  not  abandoned  by 
government,  they  participate  in  all  places*  except  in  Church 
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, preferment,  high  offices  of  Sia'te,  and  Seats  in  Parliament 
The  Hon.  Member  had  called  on  the  heads  of  parties  in 
the  filter  kingdom  to  agitate  the  affairs  of  Ireland  in  the 
Brinfh  Parliament  : he  thought  it  highly  improper  for  the 
Lords  or  Commons  of  England  to  debate  on  the  internal 
regulations  of  the  Irifh  government,  or  prejudge  the  deli- 
berations of  an  Irifh  Senate.  The  Attorney  General  con- 
cluded by  giving  his  hearty  fuppott  to  the  Addrefs. 

Mr.  Jephson  thought  the  order  illegal,  unconflitutional, 
and  dangerous. 

Mr.  Fletcher  faid,  that  when  he  fird  read  General 
Lake’s  proclamation,  he  had  fuppofed  that  the  Province  had 
been  fubflituted,  by  an  error  of  the  prefs,  for  the  <i  county 
of  Down,”  and  he  had  been  for  fome  time  confirmed  in  that 
opinion  by  the  filence  of  the  Minider  on  that  fubjedt,  and 
his  refufal  to  acknowledge  the  publication  when  called  on 
by  his  Right  Hon.  Friend.  He  agreed  perfedlly  with  the 
Attorney  General,  in  the  complete  illegality  of  the  order, 
and  in  the  propriety  of  confidering  the  neceffity  of  it,  but 
he  could  not  help  expreffing  his  regret,  that  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  given  the  fame  opinion  in  the  Cabinet 
which  he  had  now  avowed  in  the  Houfe ; fince  if  he  had, 
there  could  rot  be  a doubt  but  it  mud  have  been  relinquifhed 
by  government.  He  believed  the  order  mud  have  been  iffued, 
as  it  was,  with  a view  to  accudom  the  Houfe  and  the  country 
to  a violation  of  the  conflitution  ; becaufe  Parliament  was 
fitting  and  it  might  have  been  previoufly  fubmitted  for  their 
fandtion,  and  then  carried  into  execution,  without  any  delay 
that  could  frudrate  its  effedt.  To  call  it  a “ Jlrctch  of  the 
prerogative ,**  was  in  his  mind  a very  gentle  phrafe  for  a 
meaiure  which  was  mod  undoubtedly  a daring  violation  of 
the  conditution;  a violation  which  nothing  fhort  of  an  open 
rebellion,  carried  on  in  the  face  of  day  with  force  and  arms 
could  judify.  Private  meetings  for  feditious  purpofes  could 
not  ferioudy  be  urged  as  a judification  of  fuch  a meafure, 
unlefs  by  men  who  carried  treafons  unknown  to  the  ftatute 
book,  and  were  willing  to  let  loofe  the  army  for  fanguinary 
purpofes,  without  any  colour  of  law  or  of  neceffity.  It  was 
a curious  precedent  the  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  had  found  to 
fandlion  this  enormity. — Lord  Gordon’s  mob!  When  the 
city  was  in  flames,  and  blood  and  confufion  filled  every  flreet, 
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this  was  made  a parallel  to  the  Hate  of  IMer,  where  there 
might  be  fonie  feditious  perfons  and  tre'afonable  practices, 
but  where  there  was  no  open  array  of  war  or  violence! — Yet 
even  in  the  cafe  of  Lord  Gordon’s  mob,  which  threatened 
inffant  deftrudtion  to  the  property  and  lives  of  the  people  of 
London,  it  was  doubted  whether  the  eflablifhment  of  military 
law  was  legal,  and  it  required  all  the  abilities  of  a Mansfield, 
and  a Loughborough  to  juflify  it ; while  here  a whole  pro- 
vince is  put  under  military  execution,  becaufe  there,  are 
trealonab’iC  meetings ! It  was  a melancholy  confufton  of  ideas 
which  could  pretend  to  draw  a precedent  from  one  cafe  to 
the  other.  With  regard  to  the  evidence  for  the  nereffity  of 
this  order,  gentlemen  had  faid,  it  was  a matter  known  Jo 
every  man  ; it  was  ftrange,  then,  that  of  tadls  fo  notorious 
no  proofs  could  be  given,  and  certainly  not  one  fadt  had 
been  Hated  to  the  Honfe.  The  arguments  on  which  the 
Houfe  were  called  on  to  thank  his  Excellency  for  putting  a 
whole  province  out  of  the  King’s  peace,  were  the  afifertions 
which  were  contained  in  the  Lord  Lieutenants  roeiTage  ! 

He  then  took  a view  of  the  condudf  of  government  lor  fome 
time  back,  in  palling  a Convention  Bill,  Infurreclion  Bill, 
fufperJion  cf  the  Habeas  Corpus,  &c.  it  was  a regular  pro- 
greffion  from  one  bad  meafure  to  a worfe,  until  now  they 
have  at  length  come  to  a complete  and  total  fubverfiori  of  law 
and  conflitution.  It  was  time,  at  1 aft,  he  faid,  to  try  con- 
ciliation ; coercion  had  been  long  enough  tried,  and  found 
ineffectual  ; it  was  time  at  laft  for  gentlemen  to  confider  feri* 
oully  their  fituation  ; England  was  now  now  on  the  brink 
of  bankruptcy,  her  funds  falling,  notwithftanding  her  naval 
victory,  and  her  credit  gone  ; let  gentlemen  then  look  to 
their  own  country;  the  Irifh  are  a generous  people,  though 
they  had  been  ill-treated  they  might  yet  forgive  ; it  was  not 
too  late  yet  to  conciliate,  but  who  could  anfwer  how  long  it 
might  be  till  the  hour  fhouid  come  when  conciliation  would 
be  ineffectual. 

The  Prime  Serjeant  adverted  to  the  arguments  of 
Mr.  Fietcher.  The  learned  gentleman  pledged  his  profef- 
fional  character,  that  no  proofs  of  treafon  or  rebellion  exifted 
to  juft ify  the  order  of  government.  He,  alfo,  flood  on  the 
ground  of  profeflional  credit,  and  contended  that  there  was 
fufficient  evidence.  The  treasonable  practices  and  infidious 
machinations  of  the  North  were  notorious,  and  defied  the 
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civil  power.  The  necoffity  -then  jullihed  the  ttieafure  ; am! 
the  precaution  and  prevention  ufed  by  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment had  already  produced  good  effects  ; and  there  was 
every  reafon  to  hope  would  lliortly  rdlore  that  province  to 
peace.  Convinced  therefore,  that  nothing  but  the  immediate 
interpolation  of  military  force  could  quiet  the  North,  he 
could  not  withhold  his  thanks  from  government  for  the  falu- 
tary  ftep  they  had  taken.  If  Charles  the  Firft  had  ufed 
fpeedv  and  efficient  raeafures,  he  had  not  forfeited  his  crown 
and  his  life.  It  was  at  all  times  the  bounden  duty  of 
government  to  meet  defperate  cales  with  drong  coercive 
remedies.  P.irliament  were  now  called  on  by  fome  gentle- 
men to  revoke  the  order  which  had  already  effedted  much 
good  in  the  North,  and  to  leave  the  province  expofed  to 
the  outrage,  plunder  and  mafTacre  of  defperate  and  deluded 
men.  For  three  months  paft  every  perfon  he  converfed  with 
on  the  fuhjedf,  lamented  the  difaffe&ed  date  of  that  province, 
ready  to  rile  in  fupport  of  an  invading  enemy,  and  inffefled 
by  perfons  who  vvere  fpreading  fedition  and  treafon  over  the 
country,  and  guilty  of  the  mod  horrid  outrages.  It  was 
notorious  that  if  we  were  invaded  in  the  South,  while  our 
military  marched  to  that  quarter,  they  would  he  attacked 
in  the  rere  by  numbers  of  Northern  traitors.  When  this 
was  the  cafe,  when  we  are  obliged  at  this  moment  to  keep 
14,000  men  quartered  there,  was  it  wife  to  leave  them 
arms  ? 

• % 

Mr.  Egan  obferved,  that  if  there  was  a man  who  in  the 
prefent  critical  lituation  of  the  empire,  overlooked  the  danger 
of  his  country,  who  looked  more  to  his  own  diminifhed 
influence,  his  difappointed  power,  that  man  deferved  the 
guillotine.  Such  a perfon  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  crawl  on 
the  earth.  He  was  actuated  by  no  party  prejudices ; What 
was  it  to  him  who  the  dodtor  is,  provided  a remedy  be 
found  to  cure  publick  diforder.  Gentlemen  in  opposition, 
feemed  to  forget  that  they  are  on  board  the  fame  veffel  with 
others  ; if  they  did  not  give  their  affiiflance  to  the  pump, 
they  ihould  be  cautious  how  they  encreafed  the  leak.  He 
was  ffruck  with  adonifhment  that  the  Meffage  and  the 
Addrefs  fhould  meet  a lingle  negative : He  thought  nothing 
but  the  moft  inveterate,  the  mod  fatal  party  prejudices, 
could  render  gentlemen  fo  blind  and  infatuate.  What  cared 
he  who  compofed  the  government,  when  his  country  was  in 
peril ; his  anxieties  were  all  embarked  to  defend  his  country. 
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He  heard  learned  gentlemen  on  the  fame  fide  with  him 
allow,  that  the  order  was  illegal,  hat  juftifted  by  neceffity: 
He  im poled  much  on  his  own  mind,  if  he  would  not  prove 
that  (he  order  was  not  illegal.  It  was  certainly  the  written 
law  of  the  land,  that  every  freeman  jfhould  be  allowed  arms 
for  his  individual  protection,  but  if  it  became  necelfary  to 
take  away  thofe  arms,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  for  which  they 
were  originally  given,  the  meafure  was  only  fetting  up  the 
unwritten  law — Salus  popull  fuprema  lex , and  giving  it  the 
effect  and  the  power  of  pofitive  regulation.  This  was  the 
cafe  in  the  prefent  inftance ; that  law  which  is  imprinted 
on  the  heart  of  every  man,  namely,  that  government  were 
to  take  meafures  to  fecure  common  fafety,  got  the  force  of 
a ftatute  on  parchment.- — He  would  try  to  anfwer  fome 
arguments  that  were  ufed  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Grattan)  ; for  when  he  coniidered  his  abilities,  he  knew 
that  his  arguments  carried  much  weight.  The  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman afferted  that  there  were  no  fadls  to  fhew  the  order  of 
government  neceffary.  But,  faid  Mr.  E.  we  have  that 
grofs,  that  unqueftionable  notoriety  which  cannot  be  con- 
tradicted. He  aiked  the  Hon.  Gentleman  to  lay  his  hand 
on  his  heart  and  declare,  that  there  is  not  fuch  notoriety, 
and  he  would  vote  with  him. 

The  Hon.  Gentleman,  had  charged  government  early  in 
the  feffion,  with  not  emancipating  the  Catholics,  to  put 
them  in  the  balance  againft  the  Proteftants  of  the  North  ; 
and  now  he  himfelf  weighs  both  Catholics  and  Proteftants 
againft  his  country.  If  the  dodtrines  of  the  Hon.  Member 
went  abroad,  they  would  do  much  mifchief:  he  contended 
that  the  order  was  arbitrary  and  delpotick — but  were  not  the 
freeft  governments  obliged  to  refort  at  times  to  fuch  mea- 
fures? It  was  that  fupreme  law  which  frequently  gave  Rome 
a Didtatcr,  it  was  that  law  of  neceffity  which  fuperfedes 
all  particular  laws — it  was  the  juftice  of  facriiicing  a part  to 
fecure  the  whole.  Supoofe  General  Lake,  under  the  orders 
of  government,  was  obliged  to  ftioot  refradlory  men,  it  would 
not  be  murder,  as  ftated  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman — the 
General  was  only  executing  the  commands  of  government. 
When  Governor  M‘Kenzie  was  tried  for  blowing  a man 
from  the  mouth  of  a cannon,  the  judge  told  the  jury,  that 
they  were  bound  to  acquit  him  if  fuch  an  a dt  were  necef- 
fary for  the  fafety  of  his  garrifon.  He  would  fuppofe  go- 
vernment on  trial  for  the  order:  the  judge  would  charge 
the  jury  thus — “ Gentlemen,  if  you  are  fatisfied  that  the 
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tteceflity  cxifltd,  you  are  bound  to  acquit  them.’5  He 
heard  the  Hon.  Gentleman  make  a pathetic  apoftrophe  to 
Mr.  Fox  and  the  people  of  England.  He  was  ready  to 
give  Mr.  Fox  praife,  though  he  never  could  find  that  Adr. 
Pox  took  occafion  to  praife  him  in  the  Britifh  Commons. 
But  did  Mr.  Fox  know  the  fiate  of  Ireland  better  than 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland — or  what  had  the  people  of 
London  to  do  with  us  ? The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  argued 
that  all  tiie  former  meafures  of  government  had  failed  ; and 
what  then  fhould  be  done  ? If  the  people  of  the  North  were 
able  to  rife  againfi:  all  the  laws  which  had  been  impofed 
on  them,  were  we  not  to  feek  means  of  fupprefiing  them  ? 
Were  we  to  wait  till  they  difarmed  and  defiroyed  the  mili- 
tary ? Were  we  to  ufe  no  mealures  of  prevention?  Were 
we  to  let  them  proceed  till  they  were  able  to  mow  down 
the  military  by  thoufands  ? The  Hon.  Member  had  faid 
that  government  were  recruiting  for  France  ; but  thofe  who 
voted  againft  the  addrefs  were  the  men  who  recruited  for 
France  ; who  by  their  inflammatory  fpeeches  were  attaching 
the  people  of  Ireland  to  the  caufe  of  France.  He  conjured 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  to  re-coniider  his  arguments  and  his 
late  conduct  in  Parliament.  He  remembered  when  out  of 
that  Houfe  he  aflented  to  the  vote  of  granting  him  50,000!. 
for  his  fervices. — Were  he  not  even  an  Irifliman,  he  was 
under  the  greatefi:  obligations  to  this  country — he  was  the 
adopted  child  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Ho  are  denied  the  legality  of  the  order  in  any 
point  of  view.  If  that  order  was  legal,  it  was  legal  for 
government  to  order  a General  to  furround  the  houfe  of  any 
man  in  the  community,  and  pillage  it  at  his  dire&ion. 
Government  had  no  power  to  iffue  fuch  an  order;  it  was 
therefore  void  ab  initio,  and  refinance  to  it  would  have  been 
legal,  if  not  praife-worthy.  As  for  the  neceffity  of  the 
meafure,  no  fuch  necelfity  had  been  proved,  and  for  his 
own  part,  he  knew  of  none.  If  there  were  treafonable  or 
feditious  men  in  the  North,  and  if  murders  had  been  com- 
mitted, let  the  vengeance  of  the  law  be  inflicted  on  the 
offenders ; but  if  it  were  not  becaufe  there  was  treafon  in 
the  North,  or  becaufe  a murder  had  been  committed,  but 
becaufe  the  North  had  avowed  itfelf  for  the  noble  ohje£l  of 
reform,  that  government  had  put  the  North  under  mili- 
tary execution — what  mull:  the  country,  what  mud  Europe 
think  of  fuch  a government  ? The  people  of  England  had 

X avowed 


[ *54  j 

avowed  themfelves  friends  to  a Reform,  every  county  ire 
that  country  had  exprefied  their  opinion  that  fuch  a mea- 
fure  was  neceflary  ; were  any  of  the  counties  of  England 
put  out  of  the  King’s  peace  for  that  avowal  of  their  fenti- 
ments  ? No  ! for  the  people  of  England  would  not  bear  fuch 
a meafure.  It  wTas  more  than  a dictatorial  power  that 
government  had  afi'umed.  The  Dictator  of  Rome  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  but  the  government  of  Ireland  have 
affumed  that  office — they' have  put  their  will  in  the  place  of 
law,  liberty  and  conftitution,  without  confuiting  Parliament  ; 
and  then  come  to  Parliament  to  thank  them  for  doing  fo. 
For  himfelf,  he  declared  he  confidered  this  meafure,  as  but 
a prelude  to  putting  the  whole  of  the  country  under  mili- 
tary government,  and  therefore  he  would  give  it  the  ftrongeft: 
marks  of  his  difapprobation  ; he  would  not  agree  at  any  time 
to  trull  an  individual  with  the  lives  and  property  of  his  coun- 
trymen— but  he  was  peculiarly  adverfe  to  fuch  a meafure 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  hecaufe  he  believed  it  to  be  a fore- 
runner of  a general  fufpenfton  of  law  and  liberty  throughout 
the  kingdom. 

f . v , 

Mr.  Maxwell  faid,  that  the  queftion  had  been  widely 
.wandered  from  : it  naturally  divided  itfelf  into  two  heads. 
Was  there  an  exifting  neceffitv  for  a ftrong  coercive  mea- 
fure, and  if  fo,  did  government  ufe  the  proper  means  ? Gen- 
tlemen had  faid  that  no  good  arofe  from  the  Convention 
Bill ; but  were  it  not  for  the  enactment  of  it,  the  Parliament 
would  be  overawed.  If,  however,  all  our  law;s  have  been 
found- inadequate,  we  were  bound  to  refort  to  new  meafures. 
When  the  ordinary  proceedings  of  law  failed,  when  Magis- 
trates have  been  fhot  fordoing  their  duty,  what  cpurfe  was 
to  be  followed  ? Mr.  M.  wiihed  that  the  North  was  in 
open  rebellion,  which  might  be  more  eaftly  fupprefted  than1' 
concealed,  and  growing  treafon.  The  Seven  Wife  Men 
on  the  other  fide  could  fee  no  danger,  and  would  make  no 
allowance  for  the  juft  apprehenftons  of  others : all  the 

wifdom  of  the  Houfe  forfooth  was  concentrated  in  them  ! 
Was  the  danger  caufed  by  a London  mob  in  the  year 
1780,  equal  to  the  prefent?  Certainly  not — Yet  the  mili- 
tary wrere  called  in  ; and  after  the  fuppreffion  of  the  riots, 
when  an  acldrefs  to  his  Majeftv  was  moved  in  the  Houfe, 
praying  him  to  ftcp  the  exercife  of  military  power,  it  was 
negatived.  The  government  deferved  the  confidence  and 
approbation  of  Parliament  for  the  meafure.  Did  not  the 
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Yeomanry  fet  their  face  againft  the  outrages  of  the  North  j 
and  did  any  one  fuppole  the  Yeomanry  to  be  influenced  by 
government?  Mr.  Maxwell  concluded  by  faying,  that  he 
confidered  Mr.  Smith’s  amendment  to  have  the  lame  ten- 
dency with  Mr.  Grattan’s. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  faid  he  ftrongly  condemned  the  meafure, 
and  yet  was  fo  much  afraid  of  faying  any  thing  to  exaiperate 
the  dilcontents  which  already  exifled,  that  he  could  fcarcely 
find  words  to  convey  his  teelings  as  he  wiilied. — It  was  laid 
that  outrages  had  been  committed,  and  that  thefe  juftified 
the  meafure  that  had  been  taken. — Heconfeffed  and  lamenred 
that  outrages  had  been  committed — that  perfons  in  Ulfter 
had  been  guilty  of  illegal  aCts  which  had  degraded  the  cha- 
racter of  the  province,  and  had  given  an  opportunity  to  a 
malicious  Adminiftratton  to  improve  their  excefles  into  a 
jollification  or  their  own  defigns  a gain  ft  the  liberty  ot  the 
people.  The  fi rft  law  officer  of  the  Crown  in  the  Houfe  had 
faid  that  the  order  was  a ftretch  of  prerogative- — another  law 
officer  had  made  the  fame  confeifion;  he  fhould  have  been 
a lliamed  for  the  character  of  the  country  if  they  had  denied 
the  illegality  of  the  mealure.  But  what  was  the  prerogative 
which  was  thus  ftretched  ? The  King  of  thefe  countries  knew 
no  prerogative  above  the  law  of  the  land,  there  was  no 
power,  or  prerogative  in  the  King  to  act  againft  law  ; nor 
had  any  fuch  prerogative  been  claimed  by  any  King  of  Great- 
Britain  fince  the  expulfion  of  James  lid.  who  for  affuming 
fuch  prerogative  had  loft  his  Crown.  Prerogative  in  the 
Englifh  conftitution,  w as  but  a high  legal  power  entrufted  to 
the  Monarch,  to  be  exercifed  for  the  good  of  the  people  ac- 
cording to  the  known  law  of  the  land.  The  Kings  of  the  Houfe 
of  Hanover  had  enjoyed  no  /other,  nor  had  any  other  ever 
been  claimed  by  them.  Tojuftify,  therefore,  a violation  of 
law  by  pleading  prerogative,  was  to  ufe  an  argument  iuggefted 
by  ignorance  ol  the  law  and  conftitution  of  the  country. — 
But  another  argument  had  been  ufed,  the  order  was  given 
to  a military  officer,  commanding  him  to  do  what  was  con- 
trary to  law,  and  it  was  faid,  that  this  order  was  legal, 
becaufe  falus  populi  eft  fuprema  lex.  The  law  of  England, 
he  would  inlorm  the  Hon.  Gentleman  knew  no  fuch  maxim, 
the  law  of-  England  did  not  recognize  any  fuch  general  and 
indefinite  rule  of  a&ion. — It  knew  nothing  but  what  was 
defined  and  limited,  and  gave  to  the  Crown  no  diferetionary 
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power.  When,  therefore,  fuch  an  order  was  iffued,  it 
might  be  wife,  it  might  be  neceffary,  but  it  could  not  be 
legal.  The  old  governments  of  Europe  indeed  recognized 
fuch  a principle  as  the  falus  populi  ejl  fuprema  lex , but  thofe 
who  had  ftudied  the  conftitrtion  ot  our  country  compared 
with  thofe,  attributed  the  fuperiority  of  our  conftitution  to 
the  exclufion  of  that  principle;  and  every  man  converfant  in 
biftory  knew  that  nothing  contributed  fo  much  to  overturn 
thofe  old  governments  as  the  operation  of  that  vague 
maxim. — The  Hen  Gentleman  had  faid  that  it  was  incon- 
fiftent  to  charge  the  Minifter  with  dragooning  the  Proteftants 
after  having  formerly  blamed  him  with  attending  too  much 
to  their  interefts. — It  was  not  true  that  his  Right  Hon.  Friend 
had  complimented  the  Minifler  by  faying  he  gave  too  much 
attention  to  the  intereft  of  the  Proteftants,  he  had  charged 
him  not  with  promoting  the  intereft  of  the  Proteftants,  but 
with  opprefling  the  Catholics.  Gentlemen  had  faid  it  was 
a breach  of  Irifh  independence  in  Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  Moira 
to  appeal  to  the  Parliament  of  England,  but  that  application 
was  made  on  the  ground  that  the  power  of  Adminiftration 
here  had  been  exercifed  badly  for  the  interefts  of  the  Empire, 
and  what  could  be  more  natural  than  that  an  Englifh  Peer 
fhould  call  on  Parliament  to  folicit  his  Majefty  to  check  the 
mifeondudt  of  Irifh  Minifters  which  threatened  to  lofe  the 
beft  member  of  the  Britifh  Empire?  If  a Viceroy  mifeon- 
duefed  himfelf  in  the  Adminiftration  of  this  country,  every 
body  knew  that  his  mifconduct  was  liable  to  animadverfion 
and  cenfure  in  the  Piritifti  Parliament;  what,  therefore,  could 
there  be  illegal  in  the  interference  of  that  Parliament  to 
prevent  that  mifeondudf  ? For  his  own  part  he  thought  that 
both  England  and  Ireland  were  very  much  obliged  to  that 
Noble  Lord  for  calling  the  attention  of  that  country  to  what 
was  doing  in  this,— It  had  been  too  much  the  cuftom  with 
even  the  mod  enlightened  and  philofophic  minds  of  Great- 
Biitain  to  treat  the  concerns  of  Ireland  as  beneath  attention, 
a very  ftriking  inflance  of  this  had  been  exhibited  in  a work 
lately  publifhed  under  the  dirtdfion  of  Lord  Sheffield  ; it  was 
a paflage  in  a letter  of  Mr.  Gibbon  who  when  writing  to 
his  friend  while  he  was  composing  the  hiftory  of  the  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  faid,  “ While  I am  engaged  in 
writing  the  hillory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  a great  Em- 
pire, 1 have  rot  leifure  nor  inclination  to  attend  to  the  affairs 
of  a remote  petty  province, — remote  l ju RJl.xty  miles  diftant— 
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petty  ! as  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland. — And  in  another  place 
fpeaking  of  the  fucceistul  refiftance  which  had  been  made  to 
the  proportions  in  85  he  fays. — “ Could  not  the  Miniftcr 
have  found  means  previoufly  to  colledi  the  feni'e,  or  the  non- 
/enfe,  of  the  Iri/h  Parliament.,,  It  was  ufetul  to  cure  this 
habit  in  the  people  of  England. 

But  are  not  the  outrages  committed  in  the  North,  very 
alarming?  Yes,  but  he  was  very  much  inclined  to  believe 
that  thole  outrages  had  been  in  a great  meafure  produced  by 
the  meafures  which  Parliament  had  lately  adopted.  This  was 
a lubject  on  which  he  wifhed  anxioufly  to  unbofom  himlelf 
to  the  Houfe,  he  would  do  fo  on  Wednefday ; and  in  order 
to  do  fo  freely  and  without  referve,  he  believed  he  would 
clear  the  Houfe  of  Grangers.  Whether,  however,  his  opi- 
nion on  this  fubjedf  was  right  or  wrong,  whether  the  evils 
had  relulted  from  the  meafures  of  that  Houfe,  or  from  other 
caul'es  ; he  was  certain  that  all  attempts  to  bring  back  the 
country,  by  violent  means,  would  be  fruitlefs  ; violence  would 
do  more  harm  than  good,  and  fuch  he  thought  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  prefent  meafure.  It  was  not  only  illegal,  as  had 
been- confefied,  it  was  impolitic  ; it  would  be  inadequate  to 
its  object,  becaufe,  no  doubt,  the  difaffedted  would  find  means 
tQ  conceal  their  arms  in  many  places,  and  then  by  difarming 
the  well-difpofed,  it  gave  them  an  occafion  of  difeont^nt, 
while  it  left  them  expofed  to  the  violence  of  the  turbulent, 
without  means  to  refill  them.  It  was  therefore  a meafure 
which  was  illegal,  which  violated  law,  added  to  difeontent, 
and  weakened  that  force,  by  which  treafon  and  infurredfion 
might  be  refitted  ; he  therefore  was  fo  far  from  voting  thanks 
for  fuch  a meafure,  that  he  was  not  fine  he  would  agree  to  a 
bill  of  indemnity  for  thofe  who  advifed  it. 

It  was  but  lately,  heobferved,  that  it  had  become  the  falhion 
in  a Proteftant  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  abufe  the  province  of 
Ultter  ; that  province,  by  whole  exertions  William  had  been 
fecured  in  the  throne,  whofe  people  had  bled  at  the  Boyne, 
and  who  had  defended,  for  a Protettant  King  and  Parliament, 
the  walls  of  Derry.  But  thofe  people  have  committed  two 
great  crimes  ; in  the  laple  of  a century  they  have  fuffered  reli- 
gious prejudices  to  wear  away,  and  they  have  buried  religious 
bigotry  and  religious  animofity  in  oblivion.  They  have 
committed  another  crime  ; they  have  found  out  that  the  re- 
prefentation  of  Ireland,  after  having  been  mangled  and  muti- 
lated and  corrupted  by  a long  fucceffion  of  Engl i (h  Viceroys,  is 
not,  at  the  clofe  of  the  eighteenth  century,  fuch  as  a people 
cabling  themfelves  free,  have  a right  to  expedt.  Both  theie 
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crimes  have  they  committed,  and  for  thefe  crimes  it  is,  that 
much  of  that  perlecution  which  they  have  fuffered,  has  been 
directed  againft  them.  He  honoured  and  applauded  them 
for  their  conduct  and  principles  in  both  thofe  instances,-  and 
begged  to  lhare  in  their  criminality.  What ! condemn  the. 
Proteflants  of  Ireland  for  giving  up  thofe  religious  prejudices, 
which  have  furnifhed  a handle  to  enilave  them  ! Condemn 
the  Proteflants  of  Ireland  for  feeking  a Reform  ! He  would 
perifh  firll  I Pie  would  fupport  them  in  their  purfuit  of  that 
object,  with  every  power  he  poflfefifed  ! and  he  would 
advife  them  to  make  every  refiltance  which  the  law  and 
conftitution  would  juftify,  to  the  exercife  of  a difpenling 
power,  and  the  execution  of  illegal  orders ; but  he  would 
guard  them  againfi  being  betrayed  into  any  violence,  which 
might  furnifh  their  enemies  wirh  advantages  against  them. 
Their  demands  were  lo  reaionable  that  they  mufl  fucceed,  if 
not  friift rated  by  illegal  conduit ; no  adminillration  could 
prevent  their  fuccels ; it  depended  only  on  themfelves,  on 
their  heady,  perfevering,  and  conftitutronal  exertions.  If 
they  continued  temperate  and  firm,  their  efforts  would,  in 
the  end,  not  only  expofe  the  malicious  deligns  of  their  berfe- 
cutors,  but  raife  them,  from  fuffering  under  a military  execu- 
tion, instituted  by  the  worft  of  adminifirations,  to  be  the 
Winder  and  admiration  of  Europe  ! 

Mr  Egan  took  the  advantage  which  a committee  allowed 
him,  to  rife  again,  and  advert  to  fome  of  Mr.  Ponfonby’s 
arguments. — Pie  had  this  day  read  all  the  conftitutional  argu- 
ments of  that  conilitutional  gentleman,  in  the  Northern  Star. 
What ! were  ali  the  gentlemen  who  conflituted  that  Houfe 
dupes  and  fools,  except  the  Seven  Wile  Men  who  oppofed 
every  meafure  which  tended  to  fave  the  country  ? He  was 
lorry  to  lee  the  learned  and  able  member  reduced  to  the 
ihift  of  borrowing  arguments  from  the  Northern  Star.  He 
was  a friend  to  Catholic  Emancipation  ; and  when  a late 
Viceroy  was  rendered  a dupe  to  a family  compadl,  he  told  his 
confidential  friends  that  they  were  going  too  far  in  tireir  pro- 
mifes ; and  that  unlefs  they  flopped,  he  would  protefl  their 
promiflfory  notes.  He  confefied  he  was  then  enthufiaftic  in 
the  idea  of  reform,  but  he  was  not  mad  enough  to  prels  it  in 
the  prelent  dangerous  criiis.  Pie  defer  ted  no  party  ; he  iup- 
ported  always  in  that  Houfe,  not  minifters,  but  ineafures. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  declared  that  he  never  read  the  Northern 
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Mr.  Pelham  faid , tbr.t  though  he  was  confident  when 
he  advifed  the  meafure,  that  neceffity  jultified  it,  yet  he 
would  feel  great  anxiety  if  the  Houfe  maintained  a differ- 
ent opinion.  Ho  might  fay  for  himfelf,  that  if  Parliament 
held  a contrary  judgment,  he  would  hardlv  have  any  confu- 
tation. He  was  fufficiently  confoled,  indeed,  in  the  courle 
of  the  difeuifian,  by  the  general  fentiments  which  prevailed 
in  favour  of  the  meafure  of  government  ; and  to  oblerve 
that  gentlemen  of  learning,  of  genius,  and  high  talents,  who 
differed  with  him,  were  unable  to  make  any  impreffion  on 
the  Houfe,  or  even  to  preferve  their  ufual  level  of  ability. 
There  was  a general  mifunderftanding  refpefting.  the  order  ; 
feme  called  it  illegal,  while  others  contended  it  was  legal. 
He  agreed  with  an  Hon.  and  Learned  Member  (Mr.  E.) 
that  it  was  what  he  contended,  that  fupreme  taw  (jalus  po- 
puli  fuprema  lex ) that  extreme  neceffity  which  lunerfedes 
every  particular  obligation.  The  fafety  of  the  community 
was  certainly  the  end  of  all  law  ; and  when  ex  tiling  taws 
were  unable  to  maintain  common  fafety,  it  became  indif- 
penfably  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  other  means.  The 
cjueflion  then  was,  whether  fuch  neceffity  exifled  ; and  if 
fo,  could  government  take  any  other  method  but  military 
coercion  ? It  was  the  bounden  duty  of  government  to  ufe 
the  power  committed  to  them  for  the  fafety  of  the  ftate ; 
and  they  were  refponfible  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  for 
its  exercife,  or  for  neglecting  to  enforce  it.  An  Plon.  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  P<)  fa i cl  the  powers  of  the  Crown  were  defined,— 
Here  he  begged  to  fet  the  Learned  Member  right.  The 
powers  of  the  Crown,  are  not  defined,  but  controuled.  The 
Parliament  has  a controul  over  the  Executive  Government, 
as  unlimited  as  the  power  of  the  Crown  is  unlimited.  Our 
ancefiors  wifely  in  the  petition  of  rights  limited,  that  is, 
confronted  the  kingly  power,  but  they  did  not  define  it  ; 
they  did  not  determine  what  it  is,  they  merely  faid  what  it  is 
riot.  By  this  controul  the  governments  c.f  both  countries 
have  been- at  once  rendered  efficient  and  refponfible.  When 
King  William  was  placed  on  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms. 
Parliament  declared  where  the  popular  privileges  had 
been  infringed,  but  they  cjid  not  define  the  extent  of  the 
kingjy  prerogative  ; they  did  not  tell  him  -what  he  fnould 
do,  but  what  he  fhould  not  do.  The  order  of  government 
had  been  ifTued  during  the  fitting  of  Parliament  ; and  he 
conlefied  that  government  were  refponfible  in  bluing  it.  The 
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Houfc  then  were  to  confider , whether  the  meafure  was  jus- 
tifiable ; and  whether  the  Safety  of  the  country  was  intended 
throughout.  It  was  reforted  to  as  a mode  of  prevention,  to 
hinder  the  fedttious  and  dilaffeCled  from  ufing  their  arms 
againft  the  peaceable  and  well-affe£ted.  Government  in 
this  way  were  unable  to  diftinguifh  the  good  from  the  bad  ; 
if  they  were,  they  could  difarm  the  difaffe&ed  at  once,  and 
leave  their  arms  with  the  well-difpoled.  The  order  had 
been  fent  to  General  Lake  two  or  three  weeks  previous  to 
its  execution  ; the  greateft  fecrefy  was  neceffary  to  have  the 
troops  ready  and  difpofed  in  different  places  to  feize  the 
arms  at  the  fame  time,  and  render  all  refinance  ineffectual. 
The  arms  were  taken  without  lofs,  and  there  was  reafon  to 
think  that  the  North  would  be  much  quieted  by  the  mea- 
fure.  If  the  Houfe  were  fufficiently  fatisfied  of  the  noto- 
riety, there  could  be  little  difference  of  opinion  refpedting 
the  propriety  of  the  order  of  government.  It  was  urged, 
that  it  ought  to  be  confined  to  particular  places;  but  the 
fyftem  of  terror  had  fpread  fo  widely,  that  it  was  neceffary 
to  extend  the  meafure  over  the  province.  The  feditious 
otherwife  need  only  leave  a fingle  diftrict  of  a county,  and 
fpread  their  outrages  with  the  fame  mifehievous  fuccefs.  To 
fatisfy  the  minds  of  gentlemen  that  the  General  had  made 
no  improper  ufe  of  the  authority  confided  to  him,  he  begged 
to  tell  them,  that  there  were  parifhes  in  the  county  of 
Antrim  where  it  was  judged  unReceffary  to  deprive  the 
people  of  their  arms.  Even  in  Belfaft  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants wifhed  General  Lake  to  take  the  town  entirely  under 
his  protection ; but  he  encouraged  them  to  defend  them- 
felves,  and  promifed  them  every  a Affiance.  Gentlemen 
would  then  fee  that  it  was  impoffible  to  limit  the  order  to 
particular  places;  and  that  it  was  highly  neceffary  to  give 
the  General  unlimited  authority  over  the  province.  Mr. 
Pelham  concluded  by  faying,  that  the  meafure  juftified  by 
neceffity  was  right  of  government,  but  government  were  re- 
fponfible,  for  its  conftitutional  exercife,  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Curran  faid,  the  weaknefs  of  his  health  had  kept 
him  filent  in  the  early  ftage  of  the  debate.  As  it  advanced 
he  felt  lefs  inclination  to  rife,  becaufe  he  faw  clearly  what- 
ever a majority  might  think,  how  it  was  refolved  to  vote. — 
The  fpeech  however,  of  the  la  ft  fpeaker  made  it  impoftible 
for  him  to  fit  filent  or  to  withhold  his  reprobation  of  the 
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doctrines  which  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pelham) 
had  advanced.  That  gentleman  had  Hated,  that  the  preroga- 
tive was  wifely  k.ft  undefined  and  unlimited,  and  warranted 
ihe  disarming  the  North,  if  fuch  an  a£t  was  expedient.  Mr. 
Curran  laid,  that  before  the  Hon.  Member  became  a teacher 
in  Conftitution,  he  would  do  well  to  begin  by  becoming  a 
learner,  and  he  would  eafily  learn  that  his  idea  was  an  utter 
miftake.  A prerogative  without  limit  he  faid,  was  a depen- 
ding power ; he  would  learn  that  for  having  affirmed  fuch  a 
power  James  the  II.  loft  his  crown.  It  was  the  great  merit 
of  the  Britifh  conftitution  that  no  fuch  power  exifted.  It  was 
on  the  contrary  the  limitation  of  the  prerogative  by  law  that 
diftinguifhes  a lawful  magiftrate  from  a tyrant,  and  a fub- 
je£t  from  a Have.  Mr.  Cutran  here  went  into  a detail  of 
argument,  (hewing  that  every  prerogative  was  defined  in  its 
nature  and  extent,  though  the  exercife  of  it  fo  defined  and 
limited,  was  very  properly  left  to  the  dilcretion  of  the  Ciown. 
The  King  for  example  had  the  prerogative  of  making  peace 
or  war,  or  calling  or  diffolving  a Parliament  ; this  preroga- 
tive refted  merely  on  the  authority  of  U\v,  but  the  time  or 
manner  of  doing  any  of  thefe  things  was  wifely  left  to  the 
diferetion  of  the  Crown,  nor  was  that  diferetion  wild  and 
arbitrary,  but  the  Mini  Her  was  refponfible  with  his  head.  The 
Hon.  Gentleman  has  made  two  affertions,  faid  Mr.  Curran  : 
firH,  that  the  Crown  has  the  power  of  difarming  the  peo- 
ple by  his  prerogative  ; and  next,  that  in  the  prelent  hi- 
Hance  the  a£t  wasjull  and  neceflary.  In  fa£I,  faid  Mr.  Cur- 
ran, the  fecond  polition  of  the  Hon.  Member  is  a comp  eat 
abandonment  of  his  hrH  ; for  if  the  people  are  difarmed  by 
virtue  of  the  prerogative,  why  come  to  this  Houfe  ? The 
truth  is,  the  gentleman’s  conduct  fhews  he  did  not  know 
the  conhitution  on  this  fubjecl.  The  Right  Hon.  Attorney 
General  has  done  right  in  declaring  that  the  Viceroy  has 
broken  tnc  law  in  the  order  to  difarm  the  people.  The 
order,  as  to  any  man  acting  under  it  was  a perfect  nullity, 
and  any  man  was  anfwerabie  for  what  he  might  commit  un- 
der fuch  an  order  as  a mere  common  offender.  But  examine 
faid  he  tiie  fecond  polition  itfelf,  that  at  this  time  it  was  juft 
and  necefiarv — nv  ? Becaufe  the  North  was  in  a Hate 
of  rebellion,  and  rebellion  may  be  refilled  by  an  armed  force. 
Are  they  in  open  arrayed  rebellion?  Not  fo  ; but  they  are 
in  fecret  and  organized  rebellion,  and  the  prevention  was  ne- 
ccfl^ry.  See,  faid  Mr.  Curran,  the  horrors  that  remit  when 
government  are  fuftVred  to  defeit  the  known  laws,  and  to 
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wander  into  their  own  flupid  and  fantaftic  analogies.  We 
find  the  fame  exa£lnefsof  knowlege  which  the  Minifter  has 
fhewn  in  the  do&rine  of  prerogative  difplayed  in  his  curious 
tliftin&ion  in  the  law  of  treafon  ; — he  thinks  a fecret  fyftem 
of  treafon,  unattended  by  any  a8\,  the  fame  with  treafon  ar- 
rayed in  arms.  Having  affumed  fo  monftrous  a pofition  in 
defiance  of  the  known  law,  that  calls  nothing  treafon  that  is 
not  proveable  by  overt  a£t,  fee  whither  his  own  reafoning 
muft  lead  him.  If  open  rebellion,  and  this  mere  treafon  in 
intention,  be  the  fame,  then  the  fame  remedies  muft  be  law- 
ful in  both  cafes.  You  may  aftift  and  refift  open  rebellion, 
by  armed  force  ; you  may  mow  it  down  in  the  field  ; you 
may  burn  in  its  camp.  By  the  gentleman’s  own  dotftrine, 
having  firft  affumed  this  intentional  treafon,  he  would  be 
juftified  in  covering  the  North  with  maffacre  and  conflagra- 
tion. On  this  part  of  the  fubjedf  Mr.  Curran  went  into  a 
variety  of  obfervations.  He  next  examined  the  evidence 
on  which  we  were  to  publifh  to  the  world,  to  the  enemy,  that 
the  inoft  valuable  and  enlightened  part  of  the  nation  was  in 
rebellion,  without  inquiry,  without  even  the  affertion  of  any 
fpecific  fa£t ! How  could  we  look  the  public  in  the  face,  if 
we  furrendered  ourfelves  fo  meanly  to  a Britifh  agent,  or  to 
furrender  our  country  to  military  law,  without  evidence  or 
inquiry  ? He  would  put  a ferious  queftion — if  the  govern- 
ment thought  fit  to  fuperfede  all  law,  and  to  fubftitute  the 
bayonet,  what  muft  be  the  confequence  ? It  froze  his  blood 
to  think  of  it ; he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  ftate  it  in  a pub- 
lic affembly.  But  the  government  was  loud  in  their  invec- 
tives on  the  North.  Is  it  poftible,  faid  he,  that  the  detection 
of  their  folly  can  drive  Minifters,  not  into  feif-convi£tion  or 
amendment,  but  into  fury  ? The  North,  faid  he,  I am 
iure  is  deeply  difeontented  ; but  owing  to  what  eaufe  ? to 
your  own  laws,  to  your  Convention  a6t,  to  your  Gunpowder 
a£t,  to  your  lnfurre£tion  afit.  The  firft  denied  the  natural 
right  of  fuffering  the  right  of  petition  or  complaint,  the  fe- 
cond  the  power  of  felf-defence  by  arms  againft  brutal  force, 
and  the  defence  of  a jury  againft  the  attempts  of  power. 
What  elfe,  faid  he,  could  you  expedf  ? You  were  in  vain 
warned  that  you  would  at  laft  bring  the  nation  to  the  ftate 
in  which  it  is  faid  to  be.  Such  laws  can  only  deprave  and 
infen  the  people.;  put  a fpaniel  in  the  chain  and  you  cor- 
rupt the  gentienefs  of  his  nature,  and  make  him  fierce  and 
ferocious.  Put  a people  in  the  chain,  and  you  do  the  fame. 
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And  what  is  the  remedy  ? Only  one.  Set  them  both  at  large, 
and  liberty  will  infallibly  effe&^a  cure.  Repeal  your  cruel 
and  foolifh  laws,  reftore  the  conttitution  to  its  natural  mild- 
nefs,  and  you  will  loon  find  the  natural  effects.  Gentlemen, 
he  laid,  had  condemned  the  idea  of  an  appeal  to  the  fitter 
nation  for  attittance,  and  condemned  the  interference  of  Lord 
Moira  and  Mr.  Fox,  as  trenching  on  our  independence.  He 
commended  their  conduct  as  that  of  the  mott  generous  fym- 
pathy  to  our  finking  fituation,  and  the  mott  patriotic  to  their 
own  country.  It  was  not,  he  faid,  an  interference  with  the 
freedom  of  our  legillation  ; but  with  the  ruinous  corruption  of 
our  own  government,  in  which  as  fubjetts  of  the  empire  they 
had  an  interett,  and  therefore  a right  of  faying  to  their  Sove- 
reign, Sir,  your  Minitters  are  degrading  the  common  contti-r 
tution  of  Ireland  ; they  are  enflaving  the  people,  debauching 
its  Parliament,  and  driving  the  country  to  madnefs.  To  cen- 
fure  fuch  a conduct,  he  faid,  ttruck  his  mind  as  the  laft  and 
lowett  extreme  of  degeneracy  and  fhame.  To  bark  at  thofe 
who  had  virtue  to  make  a ft ruggle  for  our  fafety  which  we 
had  not  virtue  to  make  for  ourfelves.  Rare  pride  ! Oh  rare 
and  proud  fpirit  of  independence  ! Oh  pure  and  jealous  re- 
prefentatives  of  of  your  country  ! Oh  dignified  alTertion  of  a 
right  of  filicide  ! Oh  glorious  afiertion  of  your  facred  right 
of  abandoning  your  country,  and  felling  its  reprefentation  ! 
Oh  high  foul’d  declaration,  worthy  to  be  recorded,  and  wor- 
thy of  thofe  that  make  it.  We  will  be  drowned,  and  nobody 
jhall  fave  us.  A gentleman  faid  fneeringly,  he  was  pleafed 
we  were  reduced  to  feven — I now  thank  him  for  his  taunt, 

I am  grateful  for  the  reproach — never  did  I feel  it  as  a charge 
— I now  feel  it  as  an  acquittal  from  all  participation  of  fuch 
perverfenefs  and  degradation.  Mr.  Curran  declared  his  fen- 
timents  decidedly  in  fupport  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Pi.lham  explained  what  he  had  faid  relative  to  the 
prerogative  : he  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  the  prerogative  was 
entirely  undefined,  but  that  it  had  been  determined  by  law 
what  exercife  of  the  prerogative  was  injurious  and  illegal — - 
leaving  the  prerogative  as  io  other  inftances  free  and  unli- 
mited, to  be  exercifed  for  the  benefit  of  the  fubje£t,  and  the 
perfons  who  advifed  any  opprettive  or  unconftitutional  exer- 
cife  of  it  refponfible  to  Parliament  for  that  advice. 


Mr.  Bagwell  net  only  thought  the  meafure  excufable, 
but  that  government  would  have  been  criminally  negligent 
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had  they  not  adopted  it.  In  fupport  of  this  opinion  he  men- 
tioned a fa£t  : that  fuch  was  the  audacity  of  the  United  Irifh- 
men  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Derry,  that  Lord  Cavan 
■who  commanded  there,  was  obliged  to  order  the  garrifon  men 
to  depofit  their  arms  every  night  in  the  Court-houfe,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  taken  by  force.  Above  400  families 
had  been  robbed  of  their  arms  in  that  neighbourhood  in  one 
night. 

Mr.  Grattan  in  reply,  obferved,  that,  he  had  expedl- 
ed  fome  detail  of  the  crimes  with  which  the  whole  North 
was  charged — fome  fadls  produced  to  prove  that  the  diftur- 
bances  exifted  fo  generally  as  the  Northern  diftrict  compre- 
hended in  the  proclamation.  He  did  expe6l  to  hear  the 
gentlemen  of  the  North  rife  and  fet  forth  the  ftate  of  their 
counties.  He  did  not  expedt  to  find  fo  little  information  of 
that  fort,  or  indeed  of  any  fort  afforded  on  the  fubje0:. — * 
That  the  Houfe  feemed  to  know  neither  the  particular  ftate 
of  the  Northern  counties  nor  the  extent  of  the  Northern 
dilfridl ; in tfead  of  knowledge  or  information,  there  was  a 
cry,  a charge,  and  a predetermination — much  general  invec-- 
tive,  much  indifcriminate  accufation  ; a murder  in  one  county 
made  a reafon  for  outlawing  a province.  Particular  crimes 
made  proofs  of  univerfal  offence,  and  the  argument  from  the 
particular  to  the  univerfal,  which  would  be  falfe  in  logic, 
held  found  in  juftice.  He  obferved  that  the  legality  of  the 
meafure  had  not  been  defended,  and  yet  he  afked,  whether 
it  was  not  extraordinary  that  a meafure  admitted  to  be  illegal. 
Parliament  fitting,  fhould  have  been  adopted  and  carried  into 
execution,  not  merely  without  its  advice,  but  without  any 
communication  with  Parliament,  until  a week  after  General 
Lake  had  ifiued  out  his  order  to  have  the  determination  of 
the  government  carried  into  execution.  That  the  neceffity 
of  fecrecy  might  have  been  a reafon  why  Parliament  fhould 
not  have  been  consulted  before  the  execution,  hut  could  he 
no  reafon  for  delaying  the  communication  till  a week  after  the 
execution  of  the  meafure.  He  obferved,  that  the  cafe  of 
Lord  G.  Gordon’s  mob,  as  it  was  termed,  did  not  apply  to  the 
prefent,  for  there  was  no  order  -to  difarm  generally — none 
to  diiarm  the  county  of  Middlefex — none  to  difarm  Surry. — 
The  proceedings  in  that  cafe  applied  to  a particular  a6t  and 
the  place  of  that  act  ; but  the  cafe  before  you  is  an  order 
of  general  difarmamcnt ; but  why  refort  to  that  cafe  to  prove 
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the  legality  of  an  a£l  which  the  lawyers  of  the  Crown  ac- 
knowledge to  he  illegal  ? 

He  obferved  that  the  arguments  on  the  other  fide  were 
little  more  rhan  invefiUves  againft  conftitutional  dotStrines  in 
* general,  and  againft  the  fpeeches  of  thofe  who  would  defend 
the  liberties  of  the  people  ; — fuch  fpeeches  they  had  called 
inflammatory  ; tor  inftance,  we  deprecated  their  iyttem  of 
corruption — we  deprecated  their  fyftem  of  coercion — and 
we  now  deprecate  their  military  execution — we  deprecated 
the  fufpention  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  bill — we  deprecated  a 
Convention  bill,  and  the  other  a£ts  of  power.  Among  the 
many — many  obje£tions  that  lay  againft  thofe  acts,  we  hated 
this  one  great  objedtion,  that  they  would  inflame  the  people 
— that  they  would  render  the  government  odious — that 
they  would  render  the  law  odious.  What  do  the  Minifters 
themfelves  now  fay  of  the  etFe6t  of  thoie  bills  ? They  fay 
that  they  have  fo  inflamed  the  people,  they  can  govern  no 
longer  according  to  law,  and  they  muft  now  refort  to  the  bay- 
onet ; they  tell  you  by  the  meffage  before  you  that  they  have 
fo  worked  up  the  people  by  operation  of  their  laws  as  to  make 
them  diftraCted.  This  is  not  an  aflertion  of  one  iicle  or  of 
the  other,  hut  a practical  acknowledgment  of  the  efFe£ts  of 
their  fyftem,  coming  from  Miniftry  itfeif  in  their  meftage 
•o  Parliament;  but  when  gentlemen  come  to  defend  this 
fyftem,  they  fay  the  diffatisfa&ion  has  proceeded  from  the 
Ityle  of  debate  ; they  fay  that  the  aftual  oppreftion  is  not  un- 
derftoed — is  it  the  fpeech  or  the  comment  that  makes  it  in- 
tolerable to  the  people  ? No  man  would,  it  fceins,  know  that 
he  was  put  in  prifon  under  the  fufpention  of  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus, if  fome  member  of  Parliament  did  not  tell  him  fo — no 
man  would  know  that  he  was  fent  aboard  a tender,  if  he  were 
not  to  learn  that  he  was  there  from  our  fpeeches ! The  North, 
for  inftance,  would  not  difcern  a file  of  men  breaking  into 
their  houles  and  taking  their  arms,  but  for  the  intelligence 
which  they  receive  from  the  fpeeches  in  Dublin  ! Alas,  we 
know  but  little  of  the  people,  if  we  talk  in  this  \vay-— 
Inch  talk  is  founded  in  great  weaknefs  and  great  prelumpti- 
on — it  fuppofes  that  the  people  neither  think  nor  feel  for 
themfelves — it  fuppofes  that  they  entertain  that  idolatry  for 
Parliament,  that  if  this  Houfe  were  unanimous  in  their  op- 
prefiion,  they  would  think  oppreftion  and  militarv  execution 
mild  government ; but  in  my  opinion  the  contrary  is  the 
[ apprehend  that  if  the  people  perceived  this  Houfe 
unanimous  orfilent  upon  the  fubje£l  of  their  grievances,  they 
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would  be  more  difcontented  and  more  inflamed  ; they  would 
conceive  that  they  were  wholly  abandoned,  that  there  was  a 
combination  of  the  higher  order  againft  them  without  an  ex- 
ception, and  therefore  when  they  looked  for  Yedrefs  they 
would  look  to  themfelves : It  is  therefore  for  the  peace  of  the 
country,  or  rather  for  the  reftoration  of  its  peace,  and  for  the 
better  fecuring  the  connexion,  that  I wifh  the  gentlemen 
here  in  this  prefent  moment  would  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  the 
people  ; and  that  I rejoice  fome  gentlemen  in  England  have 
brought  it  forward,  and  that  I wifh  to  di reel  and  intereft  in 
that  caufe  the  attention  of  the  people  of  England.  Indirect 
opposition  to  the  charge  of  inflammation,  is  another  charge 
we  have  this  night  encountered,  viz.  the  crime  of  recom- 
mending peace  to  the  people  ; it  has  been  faid  that  it  were  bet- 
ter they  Should  proceed  to  violence  ; nay,  it  has  been  faid  in  fo 
many  words : It  were  to  be  wifhed  they’d  rebel  ! Good  God  ! 
Willi  they  would  rebel  ! Here  is  the  fyftem  and  the  principle 
of  the  fyftem  ; from  a fyftem  of  corruption  to  a fyftem  of  co- 
ercion, and  fo  on  to  military  execution,  accompanied  with 
a declaration  that  it  were  to  be  wifhed  the  people  would  go 
into  rebellion ; they  tell  you  they  are  in  a ftate  of  rebellion 
already,  in  order  to  juftify  government  to  put  them  under  a 
ftate  of  military  execution  ; and  they  add  no,  they  are  not 
yet  in  rebellion  ; but  ’tis  wifhed  they  were ; for  what  pur- 
pofe  ? To  ride  over  them  ! We  have  been  cenfured  by  a 
charge  of  inflaming  the  people,  by  thofe  who  condemn  us 
alfo  for  recommending  good  order  to  the  people,  and  ex- 
prefs  a willi,  on  their  part,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  peo- 
ple would  rife  in  rebellion.  Thus  the  fyftem  difplays  it- 
felf ; — to  fuch  a pal's  has  it  come  ! The  Miniftry  enter  into 
a conteft  with  the  people  ; they  did  fo  with  the  Catholics, 
and  they  do  fo  now  with  the  Proteftants ; — their  pafiions  be- 
come furioufly  engaged  ; they  proceed  from  violence  to  vio- 
lence, until  they  precipitate  themfelves  on  the  laft  a£t,  which 
fo  far  tranfeends  all  other  a£b  of  fury  and  violence,  that  they 
call  for  a rebellion  in  order  to  juftify  it.  Rebellion  ! and 
what’s  to  be  the  eonfequence  ? carnage  ! They  are  to  a£l 
upon  the  people.  Surely  his  Majefty  is  called  upon  to  inter- 
fere to  change  this  fyftem  ; . ’tis  impoftible  but  that  every 
fenfible  man  in  England  as  well  as  Ireland,  except  thofe 
whofe  paflions  are  inflamed  in  the  ftruggle  with  the  peo- 
ple, muft  fee  fuch  a thing  can’t  go  on  ; ’tis  impoftible.  What, 
the  French  threatening  to  invade  you,  the  Catholics  refufed 
their  claims,  and  the  Proteftants  of  the  North  informed  that 
fv  ' it 
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it  is  wiflied  they  diould  rife  in  rebellion,  that  government 
might  acd  upon  them  at  once  ! From  this,  however,  the  Nor- 
therns may  learn  a prudent  leflon  ; they  may  be  aware  of  tire 
fnare  that  is  laid  for  them  ; they  may  lee  that  their  good  or- 
der is  their  lafety,  and  their  infurreCtion  their  dedru&ion. 

I fee  therefore  the  neceflity  of  their  good  order  in  a dronger 
point  of  view  than  I did  before,  and  I fee  the  propriety  of 
repeating  the  recommendation  of  it.  They  are  now  fully 
apprized  of  their  danger. 

I cannot  lit  down  without  adverting  to  another  argu- 
ment in  fupport  of  this  meafure,  which  comes  under 
the  head  of  Folly,  more  than  mod  of  the  things  I have 
often  heard  faid,  and  fupported  ; I mean  that  argument 
which  defends  the  meafure  of  putting  the  North  under 
military  government  as  the  mod  likely  means  to  enable 
the  government  to  withdraw  the  troops  to  oppofe  the 
French  if  they  land  : Military  government  will  enable  you 
to  do  it  without  the  army,  fo  it  is  argued  : It  is  gravely  faid, 
when  you  have  put  the  North  under  military  government, 
you  may  withdraw  the  troops  to  meet  the  French  in  cafe  of 
an  invafion  ; in  the  fame  way  the  fame  perfons  argued  for 
an  Indirection  bill  ; it  wras  to  fecure  tranquillity  ; they  itn- 
prifoned  the  traders  of  the  North  to  fecure  tranquillity,  and 
now  they  put  the  province  under  military  government,  to 
enable  them  to  withdraw  the  army.  In  this  kind  of  way, 
have  they  uniformly  argued  in  fupport  of  this  kind  of  fydem, 
and  it  is  by  arguing  in  this  way,  and  fupporting  this  kind 
of  fydem,  they  have  brought  themfelves  into  their  prefent 
fituation  ; it  is  impodible  it  can  lad  ; the  thing  to  be  wiflied 
that  it  may  be  put  an  end  to  with  as  little  didurbance  as  pof- 
iible  ; but  to  fuppofe  that  a fydem  of  this  fort  can  go  on,  or 
that  it  is  framed  for  the  temper  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
is  frenzy. 

He  concluded  with  obferving,  that  a gentleman  had 
fpoken  as  if  he  himfelf  was  not  originally,  when  the  Ca- 
tholic petition  in  1792,  a friend  to  their  entire  emancipation, 
or  uniformly  a friend  to  the  Reform  of  Parliament  ; he 
requeded  to  correct  that  error,  by  a during  the  Houle  he  was 
then  as  now,  a friend  to  the  whole  and  entire  emancipation 
of  the  Catholics  ; and  was  then,  as  now,  and  at  all  times,  a 
friend  to  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  had  voted  for  k in 
every  fhape  in  which  it  had  appeared  in  Parliament.  The 
gentleman  feems  to  think  that  on  thefe  fubjecSts  we  cannot, 
on  the  fuppofuion  of  coming  into  power,  if  that  were  likely, 
* v perform 
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perform  oar  engagement.  I thank  him  for  an  obfefvfltion, 
which  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  I can 
never  agree  to  have  any  connection  with  a Minifrry  that 
i liall  not  in  the  moft  full  and  ample  manner  concede  to  the 
people  of  Ireland  thefe  two  great  objects. 

Another  Honourable  PTember  (Mr.  Egan)  was  pleafed  to 
fay  much  to  the  prejudice  of  my  Lord  Fitzwilliairds  admi- 
niftration  ; to  that  1 have  only  to  anfwer,  it  was  a little  un- 
fortunate for  the  Honourable  Gentleman’s  political  confiften- 
cy,  that  he  did  not  much  fooner  difcover  the  errors  of  that 
adminiftration,  which,  while  in  power,  was  the  obje6t  of 
his  ftrenuous  fuppoit,  and  the  fubje6t  of  his  warm  panegyric. 
At  the  fame  time  that  I am  to  thank  that  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman for  the  fupport,  I would  fay,  the  unfolicited  fupport 
which  he  gave  to  that  adminiftration,  no  doubt,  with  the 
pureft  intentions,  and  without  any  view  to  patronage  ; for 
the  Hon.  Member  is  his  own  patron  ; I own,  I am  not  much 
furprized  at  his  language.  A Minifter  in  the  zenith  of  pow- 
er feldom  wants  the  lupport  of  very  warm  friends,  though 
when  he  is  out  of  that  power  he  muft  endeavour  to  confole 
himfelf  for  the  defertion  of  thofe  friends.  The  Hon.  Mem- 
ber has  faid  a good  deal  of  the  bad  intentions,  by  which 
he  thinks  proper  to  alledge  I and  my  friends  are  a&uated,  in 
a ftyle  of  moderation  peculiar  to  himfelf ; the  Hon.  Member, 
to  be  fure,  has  odd  methods  of  making  the  Houfe  laugh. — 
— He  has  talked  much  of  French  principles  and  of  in- 
furredbion,  and  I believe,  amongft  other  things  faid  fomething 
of  cutting  off  my  head  ! and  this  in  a manner  fo  peculiarly 
his  own,  in  the  fury  and  whirlwind  of  his  paflion,  that 
though  I did  not  actually  behold  the  guillotine , of  which  he 
fpoke,  1 thought  I law  the  executioner.  However,  as  to  the 
kind  of  imputation  thrown  out  againft  me  in  this  kind  of 
way,  1 regard  them  with  utter  contempt.  The  Hon.  Mem- 
ber has  faid,  that  I and  my  friends  are  mortgaged  to  the 
country  for  certain  meafures,  which  we  have  always  pro- 
fefted — we  are  fo  ; and  I thank  the  Hon.  Member  for  the 
opportunity  he  has  given  me  on  this  occafion,  of  declaring 
once  for  all,  mv  hrm  refolution  that  the  total  Emancipation  of 
the  Catholic,  and  a radical  Reform  of  the  Reprefentation 
of  the  people,  which  he  may  have  a good  caufe  for  oppo- 
sing, but  which  1 have  a much  better  caufe  for  fupporting, 
are  the  indifpenfable  conditions  upon  which  1 can  ever  be 
conne&ed  with  any  authority  in  the  government  of  this 
country, 


Mr.  Barrington,  Mr.  Rochfort,  and  Sir  John 
Blaqjjiere,  fupported  the  original  addrcfs. 

Mr.  Egan  rofe  with  great  heat  and  vehemence  in 
reply  to  fome  words  in  Mr.  Grattan’s  fpeech,  probably  the 
allufion  to  an  Executioner.  As  he  was  attacked  in  that  way, 
he  would  now  lhevv  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  that  he  did 
not  want  bbttom  to  retort  fuch  attacks— they  might  blame 
themlelves  tor  any  thing  which  their  allufions  to  him  would 
provoke  him  to  difclofe  ; but  he  would  let  them  feel  that, 
no  man  fhould  prefume  to  make  alperated  allufions  to  him 
with  impunity.  Fie  would  teach  them,  that  no  little  Duo de~ 
cimo  Volume , (glancing  towards  Mr.  Grattan)  fhould  dilcharge 
its  rancorous  contents  at  his  character  or  his  perfon,  without 
meeting  the  treatment  it  deferved.  He  would  have  that 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  to  know,  that  no  part  ot  the  fupport 
he  had  given  to  the  adminitlration  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  was 
diredted  to  him  ; — he  difdained  to  make  him  the  idol  of  his 
adulation,  for  when  he  was  in  the  zenith  of  his  power,  and 
ftrutted  in  pigmy  confequence  about  the  Cattle,  he,  (Mr, 
Egan)  had  avoided  his  intimacy  ; and  though  he  believed 
Earl  Fitzwilliam  to  be  a Nobleman  of  the  pureft  intentions*, 
and  on  that  opinion  did  vue  in  fupport  of  his  Adminiftration, 
yet  he  foon  faw  that  the  Noble  Earl  was  made  the  dupe  of 
a Family  Compact  and  the  tool  of  little  men*  who,  while 
they  fought  to  fwell  themfelves  into  gigantic  confequence,  and 
and  Coluflus  like,  beftride  the  country,  the  gentlemanhood 
cf  Ireland  were  to  be  haughtily  excluded  from  the  Court  of 
the  Viceroy.  He  had  deferred  no  party  in  thit  Houfe — die 
voted  with  no  fet  of  men  from  party  motives — he  had  no 
views  of  ambition  to  gratify,  in  fupporting  the  admin iflration 
of  Lord  Camden — he  had  no  promifes  or  expectations  from 
them — he  had,  it  was  true,  voted  for  fome  meafures  with 
the  Seven  J-Vife  Men  upon  the  Oppofirion  Bench— but  he  now 
had  more  experience,  and  he  faw  thofe  meafures  in  a very 
different  afpeCt— he  faw  the  oppofition  given  to  the  neceflTary 
meafures  of  Lord  Camden’s  adminiftration — fthe  Conven* 
don  bill,  the  InfurreCtion  bill,  the  Habeas  Corpus  bill,  Sec. 
meafures  which  no  honeft  man  could  now  fay,  were  not 
called  for  and  juflified  by  the  necetTity  of  the  times)  was 
the  mere  refult  of  difappointed  party — the  mere  malevolence 
of  defeated  ambition.  The  Right  Hon,  Gentleman  owed 
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to  the  liberality  of  his  country  the  means  of  independence 
and  a vote  in  that  Houfe,  (alluding  to  the  national  donation 
of  50,000!.)  and  he,  when  a boy , and  not  a member  of 
that  Houfe,  heartily  affented  to  the  mealure,  becaufe  he 
thought  he  deferved  it;  but  when  he  reflected  on  the  acri- 
mony and  inflammation  that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
fince  poured  out  upon  the  popular  mind,  when  he  reflected 
on  the  mifehiefs  his  do£lrines  had  excited,  he  faw  that  he 
had  fince  done  away  all  his  former  fervices,  and  betrayed 
the  country,  as  a victim  to  his  own  difappointed  ambition  ; 
and  he  fhould  not  be  amazed  if  the  Right  Hon.  Member 
could  never  recline  on  his  pillow,  without  having  his  ima- 
gination, like  Macbeth’s,  feared  with  the  ghofts  of  thofe 
unfortunate  perfons,  vvhofe  lives  had  been  facrificed  to  his 
do&rines,  palling  before  him  in  melancholy  proceflion. 

Mr.  Grattan  rofe  with  an  air  of  much  good  humour. 
I beg  pardon  for  again  trefpafling  on  the  Houfe  at  fo  late  an 
hour,  (half  paft  four)  but  what  has  fallen  from  an  Hon. 
Member,  renders  it  neceflfary  I fhould  fet  his  feelings  right, 
in  relation  to  what  I had  faid.  I fpoke  in  mere  planfantry, 
and  I thought  the  Houfe  received  it  in  a good  humoured 
way  ; but  the  Hon.  Gentleman  feems  to  take  it  up  with  a 
fury  peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  in  that  fort  of  /daggering  way, 
which,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  is  neither  in  my  mind  an  indi- 
cation of  talents  or  fpirit.  If  the  Hon.  Gentleman  means  to 
life  that  mode  of  fwaggering  by  way  of  intimidation,  give 
me  leave  to  tell  him  he  is  miffaken  in  its  application — it  is  a 
very  bad  fubftitute  for  abilities,  and  a very  fufpicious  indica- 
tion of  courage — it  is  like  the  artifice  of  a timid  bully,  endea- 
vouring to  frighten  away  fear — I have  read  fomewhere  in 
fome  poet — that 

“ An  angry  fool’s  a very  harmlefs  thing.” 

I really  think  fo  ; and  I confider  the  rage  of  the  Hon.  Mem- 
ber perfectly  innocent.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  fays,  no  man 
(hall  allude  to  him  with  impunity.  Why,  I have  no  wifh 
to  go  out  of  my  road  to  allude  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman  ; but 
if  he  will  throw  himfelf  acrofs  my  way,  1 have  no  objec- 
tion to  tread  upon  him.  If,  however,  he  imagines  that  any 
thing  like  vulgar  ruflianifm,  or  paroxifms  of  fury,  are  to 
intimidate— he  will  find  himfelf  miflaken  ; for  the  manner  of 
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that  ruffianifm,  the  folly  of  thofe  paroxifms,  and  the  block- 
headifm  of  that  fury,  are  too  ridiculous  to  excite  ferious  no- 
tice : I ftnile  at  them.  The  Hon.  Member  in  his  contorfions, 
reprefented  to  my  mind  the  idea  of  a black  foul  writhing  in 
torments ; — and  his  language  very  forcibly  aflociates  with  the 
idea  of  a certain  defeription  of  the  fair  fex — whom  in  man- 
ner, and  in  dialed,  he  feems  zealous  to  affimilate.  As  to 
the  menaces  of  the  Hon.  Member  to  difclofe  any  confidence, 
he  ever  enjoyed  from  me — I feel  them  in  the  fort  of  difregard 
they  merit,  and  I anfwer  in  the  words  of  the  poet — 

“ There  is  no  terror,  Caflius,  in  your  threats, 

“ For  I am  arm’d  fo  ftrong  in  honefty, 

44  That  they  pafs  by  me  as  the  idle  wind, 

“ Which  I refpedt  not.” 

Mr.  Ogle  fhortly  replied  in  fupport  of  his  motion,  after 
which  the  committee  then  divided  on  Mr.  Grattan’s  amend- 
ment. 

Ayes ' - - 1 6 

Noes  - - - 127 

Mr.  Smith  then  put  his  amendment,  which  was  nega- 
tived by  the  following  divifion, 

Ayes  ~ - - 12 

Noes  - - - 1 16 

A committee  was  appointed  to  meet  forthwith  to  draw  up 
the  Addrefs — which  being  done,  the  Addrefs  was  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency. 

At  fix  in  the  morning  the  gallery  was  cleared,  for  the 
purpofe,  as  we  fince  underftood,  of  the  Speaker’s  interfering 
to  reconcile  any  animofity  which  might  have  arifen,  from 
the  altercatory  allufions  between  Mr.  Grattan  and  Mr.  Egan, 
both  thofe  gentlemen  having  left  the  Houfe,  were  fent  for 
to  their  refpective  homes,  and  being  returned,  we  under- 
hand a mutual  reconciliation  was  honourably  effected. 
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TUESDAY — MARCH  21. 

The  Speaker  read  the  following  anfwer  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe  : 

“It  affords  me  the  highefi  fatisfadlion  to  receive  from  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  fo  cordial  a concurrence  in  the  meafures 
which  my  duty  to  his  Majefty  and  to  his  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land has  prompted  me  to  take.  I fliali  think  it  incumbent  on 
me,  to  omit  no  exertions  to  preferve  the  public  fafety,  to 
fecure  a reverence  for  the  civil  power,  and  obedience  to  the 
laws,  and  to  reflore  that  confidence  and  eflabliih  that  autho- 
rity in  the  diflurbed  parts  of  the  province  of  Ulfler,  which 
may  enable  his  Majefly’s  numerous  and  loyal  fnbjedls  to 
refill  the  fyfiem  of  terror  which  the  crimes  of  the  difaffecled 
are  calculated  to  imprefs,  to  call  forth  with  efFedl  that  fpirit 
which  they  fo  eminently  poffefs,  and  to  mark  that  attach- 
ment which  I am  confident  they  feel  to  his  Majefly’s 
perfon  and  government.” 

Ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

Mr.  Ponsonby,  in  eonfequence  of  feeling  himfelf  much 
exhaufled  by  the  late  fitting  of  the  lafl  night,  begged  leave 
to  poilpone  his  motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  Infurredtion  bill 
to  Friday  next. 


FRIDAY-—  MARCH  24.. 


REPEAL  OF  THE  INSURRECTION  ACT. 

Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  mufl  requefl 
that  indulgence  from  the  Houfe,  which  he  had  fo  often  ex- 
perienced. For  that  indulgence  he  had,  at  that  time,  more 
than  ordinary  occaficn,  {ince  he  rofe  in  a critical  and  trying 
fituation.  When  he  had  given  notice  that  he  would  move 
for  a repeal  of  the  Infurre&ion  adl,  he  mentioned  that  it 
was  his  intention  not  to  confine  his  obferv.ations  to  that  a£l, 
as  he  confidered  it  no  more  than  a part  of  the  fyfiem  under 
which  this  country  had  been  governed  for  years ; but  to  go 
at  length  into  an  examination  of  that  fyfiem,  and  from  the 
prefent  (late  of  things  in  England,  in  France,  and  in  Europe, 
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ro  afcertain  whether  it  was  prudent  to  attempt  to  govern. 
Ireland  longer  upon  that  fyftem.  This  was  the  fifth  year  of 
the  war  with  France.  Every  year  lince  the  commencement 
of  the  conteft,  had  brought  with  it  new  difafters.  Every 
year  had  given  alliances  to  the  enemy,  and  difadvantages  to 
the  hoftile  powers.  Lad  year  particularly  had  been  didin- 
gui flied  by  an  enormous  and  prodigious  encreale  of  cxpence, 
an  encreale  fo  enormous  and  prodigious,  that,  in  his  mind, 
it  was  impoflible  for  this  country,  or  the  empire,  long  to 
fuftain  it.  In  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  it  was  to  be 
recollected  that  France  hood  fingle  and  unfupported,  and  that 
file  had  againft  her,  a confederacy  of  powers,  amounting  to 
almoft  all  Europe.  She  had  furvived  that  combination,  and 
feen  the  confederacy  melt  away  to  two  p6\vers.  She  had, 
helides,  acquired  the  affections,  and  complete  incorporation 
with  her  Republic,  ot  an  important  part  of  Europe,  he 
meant  Brabant;  fhe  had  acquired  an  afcendancy  in  another 
very  important  country,  Holland.  She  had  made  an  alliance, 
ofFenfive  and  defenfive,  with  Spain  ; and  had  concluded  trea- 
ties highly  advantageous  to  her,  with  feveral  of  the  German 
Princes.*  The  King  of  Pruffia  could  only  he  confulered  in 
the  light  of  a general,  at  the  head  of  a great  military  force 
in  the  north  ot  Europe,  adting  with  a view  to  preferve  the 
intereds  of  France.  Thus  fhe  acquired  dominions  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  the  redoration  of  which  was  now  become 
the  caufe  of  contention,  and  dominions  in  the  fouth  of 
Italy,  in  the  polFe/Fion  of  which  the  was  not  to  be  lhaken, 
even  in  the  opinion  of  the  allies.  He  was  confirmed  in  this 
idea,  from  the  fact,  that  in  the  negociation  of  Lord  Malmef- 
bury,  no  equivalent  had  been  demanded  on  die  part  of  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  although  the  French  demanded  from  him 
the  keys  of  that  country  ; and  becaufe  this  conceffion  was 
recognized  in  the  datement  publifhed  by  that  nobleman,  and 
in  one  of  the  paflages  marked  in  Italics.  In  the  profecution 
of  the  war,  England  had  loft  the  advantages,  political  and 
martial,  which  die  pofieffed  over  France.  In  the  Ead 
Indies,  Great  Britain  was  all,  France  was  nothing.  France 
now  poffefTed  two  of  the  greateft  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
with  the  exception  of  a few  towns  in  St  Domingo.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  we  poftefled  an  advantage,  which  no 
power  ever  had  in  an  eqyal  degree  ; we  were  fuppofed  to  have 
great  wealth,  and  financial  refources  inexhauftible ; and 
thole  were  to  be  oppofed  to  a government,  which  began  its 
exertions  under  the  prelfure  of  a public  bankruptcy.  In  the 
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courfe  cf  the  druggie,  however,  the  French  have  been 
feen  to  get  through  their  difficulties.  They  have  not  only 
got  rid  of  their  paper,  but  they  have  brought  money  enough 
mto  circulation,  to  anfwer  all  their  demands.  The  world 
has  feen  the  bank  of  England  fall  before  the  French  arms  ; — 
it  had  feen  that  great  depofitory  of  wealth  diut,  and  the 
credit  of  the  nation,  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  very  nearly 
dedroyed.  At  this  moment,  England  daggers  under  the 
weight  of  her  debt.  If  France  were  not  to  fit  out  a fingle 
fhip  of  war,  if  fhe  were  not  to  land  a fingle  foldier  on  our 
coad,  (he  had  only  to  put  her  troops  into  encampment,  and 
frown  on  us,  and  the  expence  neceflary  not  to  leave  ourfelves 
at  her  mercy,  would  as  effectually  ruin  us,  as  the  mod 
fucceisful  exertion  poffibly  could.  The  conduct:  of  that 
great  and  formidable  power,  he  called  upon  them  to 
cbferve,  had  entirely  changed  from  all  the  forms  and  modes 
of  carrying  on  war  againd  Great  Britain,  under  the  Monar- 
chical fydem  of  government.  Formerly  it  was  in  the  re- 
mote poffedions  of  England  that  (he  was  attacked  by  France. 
Her  expeditions  were  confined  to  the  Ead  or  Wed  Indies; 
fhe  never  perceived  the  bold,  the  adoni thing  notion  of  ren- 
dering thefe  idands  the  feat  of  war,  and  immediate  objeCI  of 
hodility.  The  ancient  practice  was  to  drike  at  our  extre- 
mities— the  modern  practice  is  to  aim  at  our  vitals.  France 
aims  but  one  blow,  and  that  is  at  the  exidence  of  one  of 
thofe  two  idands.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  expence 
of  former  wars  in  defence  of  our  colonies,  they  were  to 
be  fuperadded  to  the  expences  attached  to  the  prefent  compli- 
cated war  ; for  England  depends  upon  her  commerce,  and 
if  fhe  negle&s  her  foreign  podedions,  her  refources  mud 
very  foon  experience  diminution.  What  aggravated  the  cala- 
mity of  our  dtuation  was,  that  while  there  was  a prodigious 
increafe  of  expence,  there  was  a prodigious  lofs  of  indudry  ; 
and  the  evil  ran  in  two  directions  at  the  heart  of  the  empire. 
This  was  a ferious  condderation,  and  one  which  it  behoved 
gentlemen  to  weigh  deliberately.  He  defired  them  to  look 
at  the  refources  of  the  two  countries.  The  European  domi- 
mions  of  France  contained  double  the  number  of  inhabitants 
of  the  European  dominions  of  Great  Britain.  In  point  of 
fertility  of  foil,  goodnefs  of  climate,  and  happinefs  of  fitua- 
tion  for  every  martial  purpofe,  France  was  not  to  be  exceeded. 
The  advantages  of  England  on  the  other  hand,  lay  entirely 
in  her  infular  fituations.  She  could  only  be  attacked  by  fea, 
and  on  that  element,  die  was  able  to  preclude  attack.  But 
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with  a population  double  of  ours,  and  refources  which  had 
hitherto  baffled  all  calculation,  he  very  much  feared  that  we 
mud  fail,  if  placed  long  in  competition  with  France.  He 
would  afk  any  man  of  common  fenfe,  if  there  was  a pofti- 
bility  of  preferving  ourfelves,  unlefs  in  the  home-dominion  of 
the  empire  there  was  complete  harmony  ? He  would  afk, 
whether  it  was  reafonable  to  think  that  any  thing  fhort  of 
the  joint  and  heroic  exertions  of  all,  exertions  greatly  and 
cordially  made,  could  fave  us  ? In  this  country,  the  people 
did  not  enjoy  thofe  common  rights  and  privileges  which  were 
allowed  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  Every  thing  they 
dehred,  however  juft,  was  rejedted.  For  four  years,  govern- 
ment  had  gone  on  backing  penal  law  with  penal  law,  and 
each  fucceeding  law  more  fevere  than  the  former  ; yet,  after 
all,  in  the  moment  of  his  addrefflng  them,  what  was  the 
confequence?  In  the  country  there  was  more  internal  difeord 
and  weaknefs,  than  before  the  war. 

If  the  fyftem  of  France  was,  to  attack  Auftria  in  Brabant ; 
if  the  fyftem  of  France  was,  to  attack  England  in  what  had 
beerr  called  part  of  herfelf,  in  Holland  ; muft  it  not  occur 
to  every  thinking  man,  that  if  there  was  another  country 
more  dear  and  more  valuable  to  England,  that  it  muft  be  the 
natural  objedt  of  defire  ? Would  it  not  be  feen  that  Ireland 
was  the  obvious  place  for  the  French  to  take  their  ground, 
where  if  they  fucceeded,  they  muft  reduce  England  herfelf 
to  a ftate  of  fubjedlion  ? Was  it  not  likely,  that  to  weaken 
England  in  Ireland  would  become  the  fettled  and  invariable 
policy  of  France  ? that  it  would  be  the  plan  moft  conducive 
to  her  interefts  and  ambition  ? If  this  ftiould  be  denied,  he 
would  afk,  what  reafon  there  was  to  fuppofe  the  contrary  ? 
Has  that  admin iftration,  faid  Mr.  Ponfonby,  which  has 
brought  us  into  our  calamities,  the  capacity  to  difeover,  or 
the  honefty  to  acknowledge  its  ignorance  ? Has  that  adminif- 
tration  the  virtue  to  retradt  its  mifehievous  meafures,  or  com- 
pundtion  enough  to  be  forry  for  the  afflidtions  which  they 
have  brought  upon  their  country  ? If  they  had  not,  it  became 
their  duty  to  Ihew  what  reafon  there  exifted  why  the 
French  would  not  make  the  projedt,  he  had  ftated  the  final 
and  fundamental  axiom  of  their  policy. 

I confefs  (continued  Mr.  Ponfonby)  that  I did  not  expedt 
the  late  French  invafton.  It  was  a matter  in  which  I was 
taken  by  furprife  ; for  I never  could  have  imagined,  that  at 
fo  early  a period,  they  would  have  ventured  upon  a ferious 
attack.  But  it  was  always  my  opinion,  which  opinion  I 
pretty  freely  exprefled,  in  all  circles,  public  and  private, 
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that  if  the  TriHi  people  fhould  continue  in  a date  of  difcon- 
tent,  in  the  next  French  war,  Ireland  would  be  made  the 
feat  of  contention.  It  appears  that  my  calculations  on  that 
fubjedt  were  erroneous.  I hope  that  my  prefent  calculations 
may  prove  equally  unfounded.  But  feeling  as  I do,  it  is 
my  duty  to  warn  gentlemen  to  refledf  upon  fo  awful  and  im- 
portant a fubjedt.  I may  therefore  edimate  that  even  during 
this  war,  die  may,  by  great  exertions,  throw  a military 
force  into  this  country.  And  although  I rely  on  the  loyalty 
of  the  people,  I mud  have  my  apprehenfions*  Every  one 
who  knows  any  thing  of  the  human  mind  mud  know*  that 
difcontent  has  a powerful  effedt  in  dimini  filing  the  energies 
of  a people  to  refid  the  introdudtion  of  a foreign  force.  It 
is  liable  to  do  worfe.  It  may  difpole  them  to  not  only 
forget  their  allegiance,  but  to  become  adtive  partizans  of  the 
invader.” 

He  then  obferved,  that  all  the  mealures  which  had  been 
reforted  to,  for  keeping  down  the  turbulent  fpirit  of  Ireland 
had  failed,  all  the  refinements  and  coercion  had  failed, 
and  of  them  all,  no  one  was  more  galling  or  ofFenfive 
than  the  Infurredtion  Adt,  which  then  occupied  their 
attention  ; becaufe  its  provifion  went  further  than  any  of 
the  preceding  laws : It  outraged  as  well  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  people,  as  the  mod  beloved  of  their  pre- 
judices. It  abolifhed  the  trial  by  jury,  and  enabled  magidrates 
appointed  by  the  Minider  of  the  crown  to  decide  upon  the 
life,  liberty  and  property,  of  every  man  in  the  land.  It  had 
a tendency  only  to  aggravate  and  inflame  the  public  mind* 
The  people  of  Ireland,  but  particularly  the  inhabitants  of 
the  North,  were  a high- fplrited  people.  Than  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  North  there  did  not  exid  men  of  more  intrepid 
minds,  or  of  more  inflexible  relolution.  Parliament  in  taking 
haifh  meafures  againd  them,  kindled  all  the  fire  of  their 
difpofitions,  and  caufed  them  to  confider  them'.elves,  as  pur- 
fuing;  the  fame  courfe  againd  arbitrary  power,  which  has 
immortalized  fo  many  names  in  the  Englifh  hidory.  This 
fpirit  of  enthufiafm  could  effedt  what,  according  to  ordinary 
calculation,  might  feem  impoflible.  They  had  feen  what 
it  was  capable  of  producing  in  America,  and  they  had  but 
too  much  reafon  to  dread  the  confequences  of  what  it  had 
accomplidied  in  France. 

This  was  one  of  the  countries,  he  would  readily  admit, 
which  in  Europe  had  lad  received  the  rudiments  of  civiliza- 
tion. But  it  would  be  a great  wildnefs  to  think  of  treating 
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w Hpottthe  fame  principles  upon  which  it  had  been  governed* 
when  it  had  been  considered  as  a barbarous  and  unenlight- 
ened Province,  and  when  it  had  been  overrun  by  the  Fngliih 
domination.  There  was  no  midake  into  which  a ftatefman 
could  fail,  more  dangerous  than  to  apply  an  oid  iydem  to 
new  principles,  and  to  new  fu nations.  A few  civilized  men 
could  accomplish  wonders,  and  thole  who  calculated  upon 
having  to  deal  with  them  as  with  barbarians,  would  too  late 
find  their  error.  He  indanced  the  cafe  of  South  America* 
(and  what  had  been  achieved  by  a few  Spaniards)  China* 
and  finally  of  France,  the  revolution  of  which  had  been 
brought  about  by  a few  enlightened  men.  The  force  of  man 
was  in  his  mind  ; and  he  was  certain  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  at  the  prefent  day  bore  no  more  affinity  to  the  gene- 
ration that  had  gone  before  them,  than  the  prefent  rulers  of 
France  did  to  the  nobility  and  gentry  who  had  become 
emigrants  and  outcads.  The  fpirit  of  liberty  was  high  and 
daring,  it  was  that  which  called  the  foul  of  man  into  a£tion, 
and  it  would  never  yield  to  force.  It  would  fubmit  to  no- 
thing but  rtaion. 

Rely,  upon  it  (fays  he)  coercion  will  never  do,  to  defend 
the  country  againft  the  French,  or  your  fydem  againft  the 
people.  You  may  hang  home,  you  may  tranfport  others* 
and  you  may  imprifon  more.  But  remember,  that  the  pur- 
pole  of  the  people  of  Ireland  istopurfue  liberty , and  fomehow 
or  other  they  will  accompiifh  it.  He  had  often  and  ferioufly 
confidered  our  fituation,  and  he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
a fcederal  union  with  Great-Britain,  grounded  upon  an  equa- 
lity of  commerce  and  confiitution,  would  be  the  bed  flake 
which  Ireland  could  hold.  He  wifhed  that  the  public  were 
of  the  fame  opinion.  But  he  v.'as  convinced,  that  uniefs 
other  modes  of  government  were  reforted  to,  than  have  pre- 
vailed of  late  years,  that  the  unceafing  and  perfevering 
enemy  who  are  placed  oppofite  to  us,  would  in  feme  evil 
hour  t-ake  advantage  of  our  difeontenis  to  make  Ireland  a 
party  againft  England,  and  thus  to  render  both  a prey  to 
herlelf.  In  order  to  prevent  misfortunes  fo  dreadful,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  freely  to  deliver  his  refentments.  In 
doing  fo,  he  had  been  careful  to  rrv.ngle  nothing  with  them 
of  a party  or  perfonal  nature.  He  imputed  no  bad  motive 
to  the  authors  of  late  meafures,  but  he  would  fay,  that  their 
fydem  was  a mifehievous  fydem,  and  that  if  perfevered  in* 
it  mud  prove  fatal*  He  wifhed  that  the  c-yes  of  the  people 
(hould  not  be  turned  to  Fiance.  lie  wifhed  to  fee  Great- 
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Britain  and  Ii eland  connected  by  the  ties  of  mutual  advantage. 
To  eflett  this  the  legiflature  and  the  government  muft 
depart  from  their  former  principles  and  pra&ices.  That 
foolifh  pride,  which  would  be  deterred  from  altering  its 
meafures  from  a regard  to  a confiftency  of  conduct,  muft  be 
given  up.  The  confiftency  of  a ftatefman  was  to  govern 
countries  according  to  the  circumftances  in  which  they  might 
fall,  and  according  to  the  fealons  which  might  occur.  To 
perfevere  in  adfing  upon  old  ufage  and  eftablifhed  maxims, 
without  a regard  to  the  changes  which  take  place  in  the 
world,  did  not  deferve  the  name  of  confiftency,  it  was  a 
blind  obftinacy  and  confirmation  in  error.  The  people  com- 
plained of  defeats  in  their  conftitution,  they  complained  juftly, 
they  complained  of  labouring  under  political  difabilities  on 
account  of  religion,  they  complained  v/ith  reafon.  To  fatisfy 
them  they  ought  at  lead:  to  depart  from  their  fyftem  of  coer- 
cion, they  ought  to  take  fiepsto  foothe  and  aftuage.  Parlia- 
ment fhould  mitigate  its  prejudices,  that  the  people  might 
mitigate  their  refentments.  That  they  would  never  aban- 
don the  purfuit  in  which  they  were  engaged,  he  was  fure  ; 
that  they  fhould  feek  for  alii  fiance  of  foreign  force  was  an 
idea  of  all  others  that  he  deprecated.  “ Give  (fays  he)  to 
the  people  the  conftitution  of  England  upon  its  genuine  prin- 
ciples. Take  away  all  odious  and  invidious  pretences  of 
religious  diftinftion. — Let  the  nation  look  to  the  advantage  of 
equal  commerce  and  equal  fr  eedom,  as  the  bond  of  mutual 
connection.  Do  this,  and  I am  fatisfied  that  they  will  give 
to  government  all  their  energies,  and  a full  co- operation. 
They  will  contemplate  with  pride  the  glory  of  a native 
liberty,  a joint  profperity,  and  the  bleflings  of  a domeftic 
peace.” 

Mr.  Ponfonby  then  moved, — “ That  leave  be  given  to 
((  bring  in  a bill  to  repeal  an  A£t  pafted  in  the  30th  year  of 
il  his  prefent  Majefty,  entitled  an  a6t  for  preventing  and 
4<  fupprdTing  InfurreCtions  and  Difturbances  of  the  public 
s<  peace.” 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  with  ref- 
peft  to  the  dilaffection  exifting  in  the  country,  was  it  to  be 
removed  by  making  the  difaffe£ted  look  to  the  fuccefi'es  of 
the  enemy  ? Was  the  prefervation  of  the  law  and  property 
to  deftroy  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedl  ? In  the  formation  of  all 
focieties,  the  individual  cedes  a portion  of  his  liberty  to  the 
general  good,  and  to  maintain  it  the  turbulent  muft  be  re- 
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drained  by  penal  laws,  proportioned  in  drenglh  to  the 
necedity  of  the  occafion.  However,  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  although  fully  fenfible  of  this,  are 
fure  to  dileover  that  every  meafure  which  they  themfelves 
are  not  the  advifers  of,  are  unfuited  to  its  object ; if  adminiftra- 
tion  a£t  promptly,  it  is  rafh  ; if  with  deliberation,  it  is 
blameabty  flow;  in  fine,  inconfidency  is  always  the  compa- 
nion of  their  cerifure.  Than  the  motion  now  before  the 
Houfe  there  could  not  be  a drongtr  indance  : three  daysfince 
the  Houfe  fan£tioned  military  law,  and  now  it  is  moved  to 
repeal  a law  jndituted  for  the  protection  of  the  fubject  and 
of  the  date.  As  to  what  fell  from  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
refpecling  the  connexion  of  penal  laws  with  religious  didinc- 
tions,  he  truded  there  could  not  he  found  in  that  Houfe  a 
man  fo  baJ  as  to  be  tuled  for  a moment  by  fuch  a principle. 
The  IufurreCtion  Act  was  only  applicable  to  guilt,  its  object 
civil  efficacy,  not  religious  intolerance,  and  one  of  the  lad 
meafures  to  fecure  this  country  from  dedruCtion. — In  anfwer 
fo  an  equalization  of  the  conditution,  he,  for  his  part,  had 
no  objection  to  give  the  Catholic  every  thing  he  ought  to 
leceive.  The  Catholic  had  found  that  his  demands  were  not 
in  the  habit  of  being  rejected  : let  him  then  afk  as  he  fhould 
do,  but  not  carry  the  requed  in  one  hand,  and  his  conditi- 
onal allegiance  in  the  other: — be  would  repeat  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  concede  to  the  Catholic,  for  he  believed  that 
too  much  could  could  not  be  given,  confident  with  the  reli- 
gious conditution  of  the  country. 

Sir  H.  Cavendish  faid,  that  however  oppofitethe  learn- 
ed gentleman’s  fentiments  were  to  his,  he  gave  him  credit 
for  virtuous  intentions,  and  admired  his  abilities : He  fhould 
not  proceed  to  anfwer  his  eloquent  fpeech  ; he  fhould  .con- 
fine hinfelf  to  a few  obfervations.  He  had  read  in  a late  pub- 
lication, the  produ£tion  of  a gentleman  (Mr.  Erfkine)  who 
could  not  be  confidered  partial  to  government : “ that  how- 
ever you  give  the  people  credit  for  their  motives,  you  mud  be 
often  forry  for  their  actions.”  When  he  confidered  the  tur- 
bulent date  of  the  public  mind,  he  could  not  confent  to  the 
repeal  of  the  Infurrection  a£t,  unlefs  a dronger  one,  the 
Englifh  aft  for  the  fuppredion  of  fedition  and  treafons,  were 
fubdituted.  He  contended,  that  every  honed  man  in  the 
country  enjoyed  the  true  fpirit  of  liberty,  and  that  the  tumui- 
tuofum  genus  hominum , the  turbulent  perfons  of  the  North, 
who  wilhed  to  legidate  for  the  country,  wanted  to  e-ftablifh 
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licerjtioufnefs.  That  riotous  defcription  of  perfoas  had  difTe- 
minated  their  dodlrines  with  induftry  through  the  province, 
and  corrupted  the  minds,  not  merely  of  the  lower  claffes,  but 
even  of  the  better  fort,  with  French  principles  He  was 
allured  on  the  bed:  authority,  that  it  was  cuftomary  in  fome 
Northern  families  of  distinction,  to  introduce  a mvrtle  or 
flowering  fhrub  to  table,  and  iprinkle  it  with  red  wine  ; the 
ihrub  the  Tree  of  Liberty  ; and  the  libation,  the  Blood  of 
Ariftocracy.  Such  people  were  enemies  to  all  regular  go- 
vernments, and  fome  fuch  difcontented  fpirits  dilgraced  every 
country.  Thefe  perfons,  faid  he,  you  muft  coerce,  or  they 
will  coerce  you  ; their  wicked  Speeches  and  writings  had  in- 
flamed the  North  ; and  there  are,  he  obferved,  at  this  day, 
upwards  of  three  thoufand  widows  and  orphans,  mourning, 
that  their  hufbands  and  fathers  were  thus  deluded  to  expofe 
themfeives  to  the  vengeance  of  the  law.  He  could  not  agree 
to  the  propofed  repeal,  except  for  the  fubflitution  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  adt  he  before  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Coote  obferved,  that  'the  lowed:  Catholic  in  the 
country  was  fenfible,  that  by  the  conflitution  he  could  not 
participate  in  all  political  advantages ; perfons,  therefore, 
who  ftimuiated  the  Catholics  to  urge  unconftitutional  claims, 
wanted  to  deftroy the  conflitution,  It  was  not  a moment  for 
conceflion.  The  mod:  vigorous  meafures  are,  he  contended, 
neceflary  to  fuppprt  the  conflitution,  which  could  not  be 
maintained,  except  by  the  mofl  decided  fupport  of  govern- 
ment. As  long  as  it  was  thus  openly  attacked,  the  ftrongefl 
coercive  means  were  neceflary  to  flop  the  growth  of  anar- 
chy and  rebellion. 

Lord  C.  Fitzgerald  thought  that  government  were 
juftified  in  adopting  a fyftem  of  coercion,  which  alone  was 
calculated  to  maintain  the  conflitution  again  ft  the  infldious  and 
open  attacks  of  traitors  and  rebels.  Government  deferved 
his  thanks,  and  they  had  them  for  difarming  the  villains  of 
the  North. 

Colonel  Blaquiere  faid,  that  there  never  was  a period  in 
the  Britifh  annals,  which  more  required  the  energy  of  govern- 
ment, to  fave  the  country  from  the  efFedl  of  treafonable  con- 
fpiracies  and  pradlices,  which  tended  to  overturn  our  happy 
conflitution  in  church  and  {late.  He  put  it  to  the  breaft  of 
the  learned  member,  whether  his  motion  was  not  again  ft  the 
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general  feeling  of  the  Houfe.  Was  it  a moment  to  repeal 
the  Inlur region  a&,  when  a petition  was  before  the  Houfe, 
praying  a provision  for  the  widow  and  orphans  of  a magif- 
trare  murdered  for  doing  his  duty,  for  preserving  the  public 
peace  ? The  learned  gentleman  was  himfelf  lenbble,  that  he 
would  not  have  many  Supporters,  and  therefore  he  begged  of 
him  to  withdraw  his  motion,  which  was  calculated  to  diftratSfc 
the  public  mind,  when  the  efforts  of  every  gentleman  hiould 
be  to  make  the  whole  mafs  of  the  people  think  alike. 

Sir  Hercules  Langrishe  faid,  that  as  the  Hon.  and 
Learned  Member  had  Stated  it  as  his  opinion  “ that  the  dis- 
turbances in  the  North  have  been  much  owing  to  ourj elves , and 
that  certain  penal  Statutes  have  been  operating  cauSes  of 
them,”  he  naturally  is  induced  to  move  the  repeal  of  them  ; 
but  Sir  Hercules  faid,  as  he  differed  from  the  Hon.  Member 
as  to  the  caufcs  of  thefe  diforders,  he  muh  naturally  differ  from 
him  as  to  the  remedies  he  proppfes. 

As  thefe  law  s were  made  progreffively,  to  controul  the  pro- 
greffive  growth  of  crimes,  and  as  they  were  fubfequent  to  the 
offences  again  ft  which  they  were  directed,  they  certainly 
could  not  have  produced  them. 

Tlie  Hon.  Member  has  hated  a variety  of  matter,  in  which 
I am  unable  to  follow  him,  and  has  detailed  many  things 
which  relate  more  to  foreign  war , than  the  internal Jlaie  of  the 
country,  which  is  the  object  of  the  prefent  question,  and  to 
which  I Shall  confine  mySelf.  The  two  Statutes  which  hand 
moh  conSpicuous  in  the  code  which  the  Hon.  Member  repro- 
bates, are  th  z Convention  bill,  and  the  Infur  region  bill.  To 
theSe  I Shall  Say  a few  words — and  hrh  as  to  the  Convention 
bill,  (which  I mention  as  introductory  to  the  other.) 

It  paffed  in  the  year  1793,  and  I muh  Say,  I cannot  con- 
ceive, nor  could  i ever  underhand,  upon  what  ground  of 
conhitutional  jealoufy,  objections  have  been  made  to  that  bill. 
There  never  was  So  mild  a medicine  applied  to  So  malignant  a 
difeafi , as  it  had  to  encounter  ; nor  one,  which  in  its  opera- 
tion w'as  S©  little  likely  to  injure  the  constitution.  The  law 
appears  to  me  to  be  declaratory,  rather  than  novel ; to  be  rather 
admonition,  than  penalty  ; and  I’ll  venture  to  Say,  does  not 
go  as  far  as  Some  of  the  brighteh  luminaries  of  the  law  have 
gone,  on  the  fubje£t  of  popular  afjemblies  convened  Jor  redrefs 
of  grievances , whether  real  or  imaginary. 

Before  this  law  w-as  paffed,  this  country  was  infefted  by 
little  cabals,  little  debating  Seminaries  of  Sedition,  little  Par- 
liaments 
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liaments,  affeiSting  to  dictate  to,  and  overawe  the  condituted' 
authorities  of  the  date.  They  aflumed  to  a£t  as  a Reprefenta- 
tive  Body , to  fpeak  the  fentiments,  and  enforce  the  will  of 
the  people  ; and  they  had  their  Primary  Affemblies  for  the 
purpofe  of  their  election  ; differing  however  from  the  Primary 
Affemblies  of  France  (which  they  imitated),  inasmuch  as 
in  Franee  the  elective  franchife  was  confined  to  men  of  cer- 
tain qualifications  ; here  it  was  liberally  bellowed  on  the 
whole  mafs  of  the  people. 

To  put  an  end  to  this  great  evil,  this  law  pafied  ; and  ob- 
ferve  what  it  enadts,  “ That  all  affemblies,  committees,  or 
other  bodies  of  perfons,  eledted,  or  in  any  other  manner 
confirmed,  or  appointed  to  reprefent,  or  affuming,  or  ex- 
erciling  a right  or  authority  to  reprefent  the  people,  &c. 
“ &c.  undet  pretence  of  petitioning  for,  or  in  any  oter  man- 
i(  tier  procuring  an  alteration  of  matters,  edablifhed  by  law 
“ in  Church  and  State”  (with  a faving  that  nothing  therein 
{hall  prevent  the  undoubted  rights  of  his  Majedy’s  fubjetts  to 
petition  his  Majedy,  or  either  Houfe  hf  Parliament,  for  re- 
clrefs  of  any  public  or  private  grievance) — “ are  unlawful 
“ affemblies .” 

Now,  Sir,  if  it  were  not  for  what  I heard  in  Parliament, 
I fhould  have  thought  it  impoflible,  that  any  man  of  fenfe  or 
fcience  would  controvert  that  pofition  i a i cl  down  in  the  ftatute. 
If  the  authors  of  Magna  Charta,  if  the  framers  of  the  Bill 
of  Rights  were  living — If  Algernon  Sydney  ; If  Mr.  Locke 
were  alive,  I am  convinced  they  would  fubfcribe  to  this  doc- 
trine— neither  Lord  Coke,  Lord  Somers,  Lord  Camden, 
Judge  Forfter,  or  Judge  Blackftone,  could,  confident  with 
their  profeffed  principles,  and  veneration  for  ancient  eftablifti- 
ment,  controvert  it. 

And  yet,  this  is  the  ftatute  fo  reprobated  by  a learned  mem  - 
ber.— This  is  a part  of  that  code,  the  repeal  of  which  the 
Hon.  Member  contends  for  this  day — This  is  the  law  that 
has  been  dated  as  “ one  of  thofe  grievances  under  which 
we  labour.” — This  is  one  of  thofe  obnoxious  laws,  the  re- 
peal of  which,  has  been  dated  bv  one  of  thefe  aggregate 
meetings,  as  the  condition  of  their  allegiance , and  the  price  for 
arming  in  defence  of  their  country. — The  next  was  the  Infur- 
reftion  bill — certainly  a frong  meafure , but  warranted  by  the 
occadon  ; it  grew  with  the  growth  of  accumulated  offence — 
traitorous  confpiracies  had  been  prompted  by  unlawful  oaths . 

Arms  had  been  collected  for  treafonable  purpofes,  no  diurnal 
meetings  had  dedroyed  the  fecurity  of  the  fubjeit. 
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PVitneJfes  were  murdered. — To  thefe  violent  evils,  ftrong 
remedies  were  applied  ; but  fuch  as  the  occafion  juft ified — and 
the  ftrongeft  meafure  in  the  whole  ftatute  “ that  which  ena- 
“ bles  magiftrates  to  fend  perfons,  under  certain  circumflan- 
“ ces,  to  ferve  in  the  navy” — is  exa£lly  copied  from  a ftatute 
now  in  force  in  England  ; with  this  difference,  that  here  it 
cannot  be  done  except  in  places  previoufly  proclaimed  to  be  in 
a ft  ate  of  difturbance — there  it  has  no  limitation. 

Now  Sir,  will  you  tell  me,  that  any  man  who  is  a good 
fubjedt,  could  be  betraved  into  adts  of  abominable  outrage, 
becaufe  he  was  offended  that  thefe  ft rong  laws  had  been  made 
to  punijh  the  guilty,  which  laws  cannot  affect  him,  unlefs  he 
be  of  that  defeription — the  thing  is  utterly  impoffible  ! Neither 
can  I give  my  belief  to  thofe  who  refolve  “ That  nothing 
“ will  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people  but  Parliamentary  Re- 
form, having  for  its  balls  Catholic  Emancipation.' ' Although 
thefe  topics  are  every  day  introduced  as  amongft  the  caufes  of 
popular  difeontent,  I fhall  not  debate  them  at  prefent ; I (hall 
only  fay,  that  whatever  any  man  may  think  of  Parliamentary 
Reform  abftraficdly,  every  man  muft  admit,  at  leaft,  that  it  is 
a problematical  experiment,  and  the  man  that  makes  the  at- 
tainment of  it  the  condition  of  his  allegiance , is  a bad  and  a 
dangerous  fubjedf. 

And  as  to  Catholic  Emancipation,  I fliould  think  it  impoflible 
to  fuppofe,  that  a ftrong  prepoffeffion  in  favour  of  the  Catho- 
lics, which  I have  felt  for  near  forty  years,  muft  not  have 
infpired  me  with  more  ardent  wishes  for  their  privileges,  than 
their  new  advocates  in  the  North  can  feel,  whole  prepoffeffions 
perhaps,  have  been  accuftomed  to  take  a different  direction. 

Yet  what  would  you  think  of  me  if  I told  you,  “ I would 
“ not  be  a peaceable  or  loyal  fubjedt,  or  arm  in  defence  of  my 
1 4 country,  until  the  few  remaining  privileges  lhail  be  confer- 
“ red  upon  them.”  You  would  think  rne  an  impofior  or  a 
traitor. 

And  how  peculiarly  ridiculous  muft  this  chivalry  appear  in 
their  Northern  champions , when  we  know,  one  ftriking  part 
of  their  outrages  has  been,  the  carrying  on  a war  of  extermi- 
nation againft  thofe  very  Catholics  in  whofe  caufe  they  are 
become  fuch  devoted  enthuftafts.  ' 

I know  very  well,  thefe  men  have  been  for  fome  time  fob- 
citing  a treaty  offenftve  and  defenfire  with  the  Catholics,  the 
bafts  of  which  was,  “ We  will  give  you  our  clamour  for 
“ Emancipation , and  do  you  give  us  your  numbers  for  our 
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45  Revolutionary  Purpofes But  the  Catholics  had  too  much 
loyalty  to  be  thu-s  leduccd. 

In  ihort.  Sir,  all  tbefe  caufes  of  difeontent  are  projects  and 
pretences  of  men  whom  your  conceffions  would  not  fatisfy. 

Betides,  when  men  are  in  arms  againft  tlie  laws  and  the 
conftitution,  the  conftitution  will  not  allow  you  to  capitulate 
with  them  ; in  that  cafe,  compromife  is  imbecility ; ccncejjiort 
would  be  but  the  parent  of  new  demands , and  the  redrefs  of 
grievances , but  the  renovation  of  difeontent. 

Conlider  how  prepofterous  it  would  be,  if  any  of  thofe 
infurgents  were  to  utter  the  fentiments  attributed  to  them  ; if 
they  were  to  fay  : 

44  ’Tis  true,  we  live  under  the  moft  benignant  fovereign  in 
44  the  world — ’Tistrue,  our  commerce  and  our  conflitution 
“ haVe  every  year,  feffion  after fefion>  for  twenty  years,  been 
“ receiving  fome  new  cxtenfion , fome  new  confirmation — ’Tis 
44  true,  our  great  manufacture  has  been  every  year  improving? 

4 4 no  bounty , on  which  it  had  grown  and  flourifhed,  abridged 
44  — no  regulation  for  its  benefit  neglected  by  the  legifiature^ — • 

44  ’Tis  true,  our  comforts , our  affluence , onr  profperity , have 
44  rapidly  encreafed — ’Tistrue,  the  fpirit  of  toleration  has  ex- 
44  tended  over,  and  enlightened  the  country*  ' 

44  And  yet,  unlefs  there  he  a fundamental  change  made  in 
44  the  conftitution  of  that  legislature,  which  ha % produced  thofe 
44  benefits  ; — unlefs  the  few  remaining  privileges  be  conferred 
44  on  the  Catholics,  (whom  we  lately  perfecuted) — unlefs  the 
44  penal  laws  be  abolifhed,  which  our  offences  produced? 
44  (and  that  too,  before  thefe  offences  have  ceafed,)  we  will 
44  renounce  our  allegiance,  we  will  murder  our  countrymen? 
44  we  will  abjure  the  defence  of  our  country,  we  will  publifh 
44  manifeftoes  to  the  enemy,  and  embrace  French  fraternity? 
44  in  preference  to  Britifh  connection.” 

The  people  whom  the  repeal  of  thefe  laws  is  to  fatisfy? 
have  fpoken  pretty  explicitly  ; they  have  told  you,  when  a 
ferocious  enemy  was  on  the  coaft,  44  They  will  not  arm  in 
44  defence  of  the  country,  until  certain  fpeculative projects  are 
44  conceded,  certain  obnoxious  fatutes  repealed — certain  imagi - 
44  nary  grievances  red  re  fled,  and  that  even  then ? they  would 
44  not  arm  under  the  countroul  of  government,  or  under  the 
44  authority  of  the  laws.” 

Do  you  think  conceffion  would  fatisfy  thefe  people? — No, 
Sir  l.  Nothing  would  fatisfy  them  but  French  fraternity — you 
read  publications,  ftating  their  preference  of  French  to  Eng- 
iiih  connexion — they  have  defined  their  ultimatum,  perfonal 
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reprtfcntationy  independent  of  property,  umverfal  fuff  rage  and 
pure  democracy — and  although  i hold  it  to  be  the  indifpenfable 
duty  of  Government  and  of  Parliament,  to  remove,  as  far 
as  poffible,  every  grievance  that  really  affeCts  the  people,  yet  I 
repeat  what  l laid  the  other  night,  ‘ That  all  the  conceffions, 
“ for  which  you  contend,  taken  together,  would  not  add  one 
“ good  or  loyal  lubject  to  the  Royal  Standard For,  if 
there  be  any  man  in  the  community,  fo  bad  a [ubjefl,  or  fo  bad 
a citizen , as  not  to  think  his  King,  his  Country , and  its  Conjli - 
iutiony  under  the  pTefent  circumftances,  worth  his  defending, 
he  would  not  be  reclaimed  to  do  his  duty  by  any  conceftion. 

I therefore  do  not  fee  any  thing  in  the  temper  of  the  times, 
■or  the  condition  of  the  country,  to  juftify  a repeal  of  thefe  laws. 

The  outrages  which  have  difgraced  a part  of  this  country, 
are  too  notorious  to  require  a recital — and  as  to  popular  meet- 
ings, I never  heard  of  one,  the  tendency  of  which  was  not, 
to  divide  the  people  from  the  Executive  Government — to  tell  the 
people  they  were  difeontented.  in  order  to  make  them  fo . 
Thereby  to  convert  the  national  flrength , into  national  weak- 
v.ejs,  and  invite  the  enemies  of  the  country. 

Thefe  penal  ftatutes  are  not  laws  again  ft  the  people  in  gene- 
ral, but  only  againft  a fmall  part  of  the  people,  whole  pro- 
jects and  practices  are  directed  to  the  fubverlion  of  the  ftare. 

If  that  j mall  part  of  the  people  will  embrace  and  follow 
the  falutary  advice  given  by  the  learned  member,  the  other 
night,  “ to  depart  from  their  evil prafliceSy ” they  will  remove 
themfelves  from  the  pale  and  comprehenfton'of  thefe  laws— 
and  then  you  may,  and  you  ought  to  expunge  them  from  your 
Statute-book  ; — until  that  (hall  happen,  neither  juftice  demands, 
nor  the  public  1’afety  will  juftify  you,  to  repeal  them. 

Sir  E.  Newenham  oppofed  the  motion,  and  faid,  that 
if  this  bill  were  now  repealed,  the  ghofts  of  Dr.  Hamilton 
and  of  the  other  men  who  had  been  maffacred  by  thefe  bar- 
barians, would  appear  before  them. 

Mr.  Fletcher,  notwithftanding  the  apparitions  threat- 
ened by  the  Hon.  Knight,  declared  himfclf  for  the  motion, 
as  it  went  to  repeal  a bill  which  conftituted  the  word  part 
of  a fyftem  of  coercion  ; a fyftem  which  had  been  adopted 
to  reprefs  difeontent,  and  prevent  crimes,  but  had  produced 
effeCts  diametrically  oppofice  to  thofe  intended,  and  which, 
had  increaied  diicontent,  and  multiplied  offences  to  that 
degree,  that  his  Majefty's  Mini fters  now  thought  it  neceffary 
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to  put  under  military  execution  the  faired  province  in  Ire- 
land. He  defended  the  propriety  of  his  Hon.  Friend’s  allu- 
sions to  the  date  of  France,  of  Britain,  and  of  Europe  ; and 
contended  that  it  would  have  been  abfurd  to  propofe  the 
repeal  of  a fydem  of  laws  operating  extensively,  without 
considering  how  this  change  in  domedic  policy,  would  in- 
fluence foreign  concerns.  In  every  point  of  view,  he  faidy 
In  which  this  country  could  be  considered,  a change  of  the 
fydem  of  coercion,  for  a conciliatory  fydem,  appeared  necef- 
S'ary.  Had  the  government  fird  tried  lenient  meafures,  and 
found  it  inefFedSual,  they  might  then  have  Some  reafon  for 
going  back  to  coercion  ; but  as  yet  they  have  tried  no  remedy 
but  that  of  heaping  datute  on  datute,  each  more  opprel- 
flve  and  unconditutional  than  the  other,  while  the  effe£t 
or  thefe  Severe  meafures  have  been  the  diredt  contrary  of 
what  they  had  expecled.  Every  man  admitted,  that  the 
circumdances  of  France  were  new  ; yet  no  inference  was 
drawn  from  this  novelty  in  our  Situation — but  that  the  old 
remedy  of  coercion  Should  be  dill  applied.  We  fee  Great 
Britain  reduced  below  the  example  of  any  former  period, 
but  yet  the  Houfe  were  called  on  dill  to  go  on,  following 
the  Minister,  who  lias  levelled  the  glories  of  the  empire, 
and  brought  it  to  the  brink  of  annihilation.  New  and  porten- 
tous, indeed,  were  the  prefeat  times  ! What  had  hitherto 
Supported  Britain  againd  the  world  ? W hat  had  enabled  her 
• to  bear  thole  dedru6live  and  exhauding  continental  wars, 
in  which  her  Miniders  had  fo  often  engaged,  to  fupport  the 
phantom  of  a balance  of  power  r What  had  enabled  her  to 
Survive  the  war  with  America,  and  hitherto  bear  up  againd 
the  new  and  unexampled  exertion  of  France  ? Her  credit. 
What  was  now  become  of  that  credit  ? The  main  pillar 
.of  it  levelled  to  the  dull ! The  bank  of  England,  the  hope 
of  the  nation,  the  repository  of  inexhaudible  wealth,  the 
prop  of  English  commerce,  had  faded.  A fecret  committee 
had  been  appointed  to  enquire  into  its  affairs;  but  fo  conlci- 
ous  was  tire  Minider  of  rottennels,  that  the  only  man  in 
whom  the  nation  had  confidence,  was  excluded  from  that 
committee  What  h^s  been  the  confequence  of  thefe  mea- 
fures? that  the  paper  money  of  England,  is  no  longer  con- 
sidered a Sign  of  fpecie,  and  is  therefore  Sinking  in  its  value. 
Were  not  thefe  circumdances  enough  to  appall  any  man? 
and  yet  the  placed  and  pensioned  followers  of  the  Minider, 
had  the  confidence  to  call  on  the  houfe  and  the  country,  dill 
to  follow  him  in  the  fydem  which  has  done  all  this,  and 
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which,  if  continued,  muft  diffolve  the  empire.  If  any  man 
could  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  fay,  it  was  not  wife  to 
^ry  other  meafures,  after  thofe  whicli  had  been  tried  had 
produced  fuch  effects,  he  would  fay,  he  laboured  under  the 
moft  deplorable  and  hopelefs  infanity. 

As  to  the  Convention  Bill,  it  had  been  the  root  of  all  the 
evil  which  was  now  complained  of.  In  the  ill-omened  and 
ijiaufpicious  hour  in  which  that  bill  was  palled,  it  was  made 
a coiner  Hone  of  a fyftem  that  has  uniformly  operated  to 
produce  tumult  and  infuneflion.  No  man  had  a Wronger 
diflike  of,  or  would  more  firmly  refift  an  invafion  of  the 
rights  of  Parliament  ; but  tliat  diflike  fhotfld  never  have  in- 
duced him  to  take  fuch  a meafure  as  the  Convention  Bill, 
to  protect  the  rights  of  Parliament.  The  arguments  for  the 
bil  was,  a convention  is  to  meet,  pretending  to  by  re-* 
presentation  for  the  people  ; if  von  do  not  prevent  their 
meeting,  your  power  is  gone  !”  If  fuch  a meeting  was  to 
take  place,  it  would  have  been  eafy  to  pafs  an  acl  appli- 
cable to  that  particular  cafe;  inflead  of  that  a law  was 
paITed  which  went  generally  to  prevent  popular  meetings  of 
all  kinds.  The  moment  that  was  done,  the  moment  the 
people  loft  the  power  of  meeting  to  confider  of  their  griev- 
ances, and  of  application  of  redrefs,  that  moment  they 
were  made  to  look  for  other  modes  of  redrefs,  and  no  mode 
offers  itielf  fo  readily  to  the  mind  of  a multitude,  as  turbu- 
lence and  infurredtion.  Nothing  could  be  more  unwife 
than  to  prevent  a people  from  complaint  by  flopping  their 
mouth.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  man  to  derive  confolation 
under  buffering,  from  an  opportunity  of  complaining,  and  it 
was  his  firm  convidtion,  that  had  the  people  been  buffered, 
as  formerly,  to  meet  and  fpeak  their  fentiments,  either  per- 
fonally  or  by  deputy,  they  would  have  remained  quiet  even 
though  they  had  not  been  ledreffed.  The  want  of  this 
liberty  had  been  found,  in  every  country,  to  be  the  C3ufe 
of  infurredlion.  In  Turky  no  complaint  could  find  its 
way  to  the  Sovereign,  accordingly,  there,  when  any  grie- 
vance became  great,  the  people  were  obliged  to  rife  in  a 
tremendous  mafs  which  fwept  away  the  defpot  and  the 
grievance  together  ! It  was  policy,  therefore,  to  let  the 
people  fpeak  out.  An  intention  to  legiflate  for  the  country 
by  any  power  but  Parliament  fhould  be  refilled,  but  this 
bill  went  too  far,  and  overftepped  the  limits  of  prudence 
as  well  as  the  conftitution. 
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After  this  favourite  meafure  had  been  carried,  this  meafure 
which  was  to  quiet  the  country  and  raife  the  value 
of  land,  what  followed  ? Penal  Hatute  was  added  to 
penal  ftatute,  until  there  remained  no  other  penalty  to  be 
indited  on  the  people,  but  an  abrogation  of  all  law,  and- 
an  infli61ion  of  military  execution.  Murder,  and  fedition, 
and  treafon,  were  heard  of  every  day,  but  no  inquiry  was 
made  into  the  caufes  of  thefe  crimes,  No  ! the  Houfe  had 
followed  that  Ignis  fatuus  which  dire&ed  them  into  every 
meafure  of  punifhment,  but  into  no  meafure  of  inquiry  or 
prevention. 

Gentlemen  had  Hated  particular  enormities,  and  hence 
the  padions  of  the  Houfe  had  been  agitated,  but  nothing 
had  been  advanced  to  guide  its  judgment,  as  to  the  caufes 
which  had  produced  them.  Would  it  not  have  been  wife? 
to  have  entered  into  an  enquiry,  even  by  a fecret  com- 
mittee if  that  were  neceffary — how  far  thefe  enormities 
have  arifen  from  treafonable  confpiracy,  or  how  far  there 
juay  exitt  a correfpondence  between  certain  focieties  and 
France?  At  prefent  what  ground  had  the  Houfe  to  believe 
the  exigence  of  this  connexion  and  correfpondence  with 
the  enemy  ? They  had  the  affertions  of  his  Excellency’s 
Meffage  ; and  thofe  only,  and  upon  fuch  evidence  only  had 
they  gone  to  the  laid  extremity  of  coercion.  Gentlemen 
had  laid,  God  forbid  that  all  the  North  fhould  be 
guilty  !” — Why  then  had  they  confounded  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty,  and  why  involve  all  in  a common  punilh- 
ment  ? Why  had  they  fanddioned,  by  their  addrefs  a mea- 
fure which  deprived  of  the  law  and  the  contditutron  a whole 
province,  the  greater  part  of  which  they  believed  to  be 
innocent?  But  that  meafure  was  in  itfelf  illegal,  and  the 
addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  would  not  give  it  lega- 
lity. At  what  point,  he  alked,  did  the  Houfe  intend  to 
flop  in  this  career  ? When  another  province  fhould  be  put 
under  martial  law  ? — How  could  they  expedd  that,  in  fuch 
circumfdances,  effedduai  refffdance  could  be  made  to  an  invad- 
ing enemy.  Were  they  a match  for  the  French  on  one 
hand,  and  the  people  on  the  other?  Or  did  they  believe  that 
Ulfter  was  the  only  part  of  the  country  that  was  at  all  dif- 
contented  ? — If  they  did,  they  would  find  themfelves  fatally 
miftaken — if  they  believed  that  the  lower  order  of  the  people 
in  any  of  the  provinces  were  contented  and  happy,  it  was 
an  opinion  which  prejudice  only  could  have  engendered,  and 
which  a little  time  would  fet  right.  As  to  the  protedlion  of 
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England  againtt  an  enemy,  he  believed  there  were  few  who 
could  now  depend  much  on  it — for  where  was  the  power  of 
England  at  this  moment  ? It  retted  on  her  credit — that  is 
fallen — her  war  minifter  had  pulled  it  down,  and  if  the  foun- 
dation were  removed,  what  mutt  become  of  the  fuper- 
ftru&ure. 

Sir  F.  Flood  contended,  that  there  was  no  grounds  for 
the  repeal  of  the  law,  which  had  been  reforted  to  from  the 
greateft  neceflity.  Previous  to  the  introdu&ion  of  the  bill 
a committee  fat  to  inquire  into  exitting  grievances,  and  after 
they  bad  reported,  a motion  for  re-commitment  met  only  a 
Tingle  negative.  He  attended  all  the  ttages  of  the  bill,  and 
he  was  convinced  that  it  could  operate  only  againtt  perfons 
who  di Rur bed  public  tranquillity.  The  quettions  of  Catholic 
Emancipation  and  Reform,  which  were  blended  with  the 
fubjeft,  were  entirely  irrevalent,  and  he  fhould  therefore 
be  ttlent  about  them.  The  (imple  quettion  was,  whether 
the  repeal  would  tend  to  promote  tranquil'ity,  he  was  fenfible 
it  would  have  a contrary  effect.  He  never  could  agree  in 
patting  a vote  of  cenfure  on  an  adminittration  which  did  more 
for  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  country  than  any  former 
one.  The  a<51  would  die  a natural  death  the  ift  of  January, 
1798  ; and  as  he  was  fatisfied  that  repealing  it  fooner  would 
be  injurious  to  public  peace,  he  gave  the  motion  his  moil 
hearty  negative. 

Mr.  Osborne  was  ttrongly  againtt  the  motion.  He  afked 
if  the  Hon.  Member,  by  moving  for  a bill  againtt  infurrec- 
tion,  at  a moment  when  infurreflion  was  mott  prevalent  in 
the  country,  meant  that  all  the  criminal  laws  of  the  country 
were  to  be  abrogated  ; for  if  laws  were  not  to  combat  crimes, 
what  mutt  be  the  neceffary  confequences  to  the  country  ? 
This  new-fangled  fyftem  of  conciliation  was  not  the  do&rine 
of  the  day  in  which  this  bill  had  patted,  for  the  Houfe  were 
almott  unanimous  at  the  time  in  its  necettity,  and  how  had 
that  necettity  decreafed  r— Not  at  all.  Was  it  becaufe  crime 
had  wrettled  with  the  law  and  overcame  it?  Was  it  becaufe 
crime  had  dettroyed  all  focial  duties,  that  Parliament  was  to 
enter  into  parley  and  compromife  with  criminals  ? For  his 
own  part  he  would  never  confent  to  compromife  with  men 
who  were  (harpening  daggers  for  the  bofoms  of  thofe  who 
furrounded  him,  preparing  anarchy  for  the  country,  and 
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/ perpetrating  the  mod.  horrid  murders  upon  the  perfonS  of 
his  Majefty’s  loyal  fubjedts. 

Mr.  Grattan  rofe,  merely  to  declare  his  convj&ion, 
that  the  repeal  of  this  law  was  a meafure  necefiary  for  the 
peace  of  the  country. — The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpeke. 
la#,  faid  he  had  given  a melancholy  afl'ent  to  thefe  bills  lad 
year ; his  affent  was  melancholy  only,  becaufe  he  knew  thev 
were  inconflilent  with  the  conftitutional  liberty  of  the  fubjedf, 
and  conid  be  juftified  only  by  the  lie  C£  flit  y of  the  times. 
Experience  had  now  (hewn,  that  they  had  not  anfwcred  the 
end  for  which  they  were  defigned,  and  therefore,  as  thev 
were  both  inefficient  and  unconflituriona),  the  repeal  of  them 
appeared  to  be  a neceffary  and  jufl  meafure. 

Sir  L.  Parsons-  though  lie  certainly  thought  the  meafure 
of  the  bill  utterly  unconfliiutional,  was  again#  the  repeal 
row,  becaufe  it  would  look  like  conceflton  to  men  armed 
again#  the  date,  if  conciliation  was  their  objeef,  let  the  bill 
go  on  to  die  a natural  death,  which  it  would  do  at  the  end 
of  the  next  feflion  Parliament,  and  if  they  wifhed  its  difeon- 
tinuance,  let  it  be  the  reward  of  their  return  to  good  be- 
haviour. 

Mr.  S.  Moore  felt  di Appointed  in  the  fpeech  of  the 
Learned  Member,  and  was  fenfible  that  it  made  no  impreflion 
on  the  Houfe.  While  the  learned  gentleman  condemned 
coercive  meafures,  he  fhould  have  confldered  the  temper  and 
difpofition  of  the  times.  Civil  fociety  was  in  danger  from 
the  projects  of  mifehievous  men  who  endeavoured  to  fubvert 
all  regular  governments,  whofe  abominable  machinations 
appeared  in  overt-adls  of  treafort  and  murder.  Adminiftra- 
tion  were  bound  to  meet  and  defeat  firch  fuch  infidious  and 
rebellious  attempts  ; and  he  agreed  with  the  Learned  Mem- 
ber, that  the  wdfdom  of  Statefmen  was  in  nothing  more 
confpicuous  than  in  fuiting  their  conduct  to  circum dances  and 
times;  but  he  begged  to  tell  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
coercive  meafures  he  complained  of  were  evidences  that 
government  had  adopted  fuch  wife  policy,  that  they  had 
watched,  and  applied  ftrong  remedies  to  defperate  cafes 
for  the  fafety  of  the  flate.  He  begged  to  obierve  to  him, 
that  the  meafures  were  not  inefFedtual  to  a certain  degree; 
government  went  on  flep  by  flep,  and  applied  remedies  to 
difeafes  as  they  appeared. — The  Repeal  called  for  would  be 
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fatuity  itfelf,  and  would  be  an  encouragement  and  incitement 
to  diilurbers  and  murderers. 

Mr.  Ogle  faid,  he  did  not  wifh  to  gve  a filent  negative 
to  the  motion,  as  he  on  a former  day  moved  an  Addrefs  of 
Thanks  to  government  for  their  late  vigorous  proceedings 
refpe&ing  the  North,  which  met  the  unanimous  approbation 
and  fupport  of  all  the  country  gentlemen.  Was  the  Houfe, 
he  afked,  to  capitulate  to  trealon  and  rebellion?  If  the 
difturbecs  of  public  peace  wifhed  for  conciliation  inftead  of 
coercion,  let  them  leave  feditious  practices  and  lay  down 
their  arms.  Were  they  not  fraternized  with  the  enemy? 
were  not  they  organized  to  cut  our  throais  ? and  would  any 
any  gentleman  talk  of  conciliation  and  concefTion  to  fuch 
perfons  ? 

Mr.  Crmsby  obferved,  that  the  queftion  in  the  courfe 
cf  debate  bad  been  narrowed  to  a point,  namely,  whether 
coercion  was  to  be  relinquifhed,  or  conciliation  adopted  ? 
The  Learned  Gentleman  who  moved  the  Repeal  had  argued, 
that  crime  and  outrage  were  the  confequence  of  the 
intlead  of  the  A6t  being  called  for  in  confequence  of  the 
exigence  of  crime  and  outrage  which  prevailed  at  its  palling. 
The  bill  had  been  ena&ed,  becaufe  the  people  of  the  North 
were  in  general  Republicans;  and  it  was  only  pointed  at: 
particular  diftridts,  where  dill  it  could  not  be  enforced  till 
the  particular  didridf  was  certified  to  the  Privy  Council  by 
feven  Magiflrates  to  be  out  of  the  peace.  The  fpirit  of  in- 
furredlion  would  not  yield  to  the  fame  fyftem  of  mild  laws 
which  preceded  the  adl  ; and  if  the  legiflature  did  not  firmly 
refill:  and  conquer  treafon,  it  would  conquer  the  legiflature. 

Mr.  Bus  he  faid,  that  even  if  he  were  to  acquiefce  in  the 
deplorable  picture  which  the  Hon.  Mover  had  drawn  of  the 
{late  of  the  empire,  he  fbould  by  no  means  fubroit  to  the 
inference  which  another  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Fletcher)  had  deduced  from  it,  or  even  liilen,  except  with 
reprobation  and  indignation,  to  a fuggeftion  of  that  mean 
and  ungenerous  policy,  that  if  England  was  a ruined  nation, 
bankrupt  in  treafure  and  exhaufled  by  defeat  (as  theie  Hon. 
Gentlemen  had  reprefented  her)  that  Ireland  was,  with  a 
Telfifh  and  cefpicable  caution,  to  defert  the  finking  -caufe,  and 
abandon  the  valuable  and  ancient  connection.— [Here  Mr. 
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Fletcher  rofb,  and  explained  his  words ; and  Mr.  Bttfhe  pro- 
ceeded.] Sir,  I did  not  wilfully  mifreprefent  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, and  it  I mifconceived  him,  I am  forry  for  it.  Bui, 

Sir,  if  I had  not  a drong  feeling  and  a ferious  conviction  on 
this  night’s  quedion;  if  I was  obliged  to  argue  it  in  the  mer- 
cenary and  unfeeling  character  of  an  advocate,  I could  not 
wifh  for  flronger  pofitions  on  which  to  ground  my  oppofition 
to  the  repeal  of  the  InfurreCtion  aCt,  than  thofe  which  have 
been  laid  down  by  the  Hon.  Mover  and  the  Hon.  and  Learned 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Fletcher.)  The  fird  of  thefe  gentlemen 
has  laid  down  as  an  undeniable  principle,  in  which  I alto- 
gether concur  with  him,  that  the  duty  of  Jlatefmen  and  legijla~ 
tors , is  to  adminifler  public  affairs  according  to  the  peculiar  cir  * 
cumftances  of  particular  times  ; and  the  other  Hon.  Gentleman,  , , 
with  that  ftr'ength  of  language  which  he  fo  eminently  pof- 
feffes,  has  defcribed  the  prefent  times  to  be  mo,  Jlrange , por * 
tentous  and  formidable.  After  fuch  admiflions,  from  fuch  high 
authority,  I lhould  go  out  my  way,  if  I argued  whether  the 
InfurreCtion  a£t  was  ftriCtly  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
conditution  or  not;  for  conceding  for  a moment  that  it  was 
not  fo,  I learn  from  the  fird  of  thefe  pofitions,  that  the  legif- 
lature  are  completely  j uffcifi ed  in  enaCting  and  continuing  this 
meafure  of  coercion,  as  it  has  been  called,  provided  the  ne- 
cetTity  exifted  for  it ; and  I learn  from  the  other  Hon.  and 
Learned  Gentleman,  that  the  neceffity  does  exift  for  it, 
for  that  the  prefent  times  are  ftrange,  portentous  and  for- 
midable. But,  Sir,  I did  not  expect  that  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man who  drew  this  (Liking  picture  of  the  novelty  and  danger 
of  the  prefent  times,  fhould  call  with  fo  much  triumph  and 
fo  much  doubt  for  the  proof  of  his  own  propofition. — Jndi- 
vidual  murders,  as  he  lightly  called  them,  have  been  com- 
mitted, fays  he ; but  where  is  the  evidence  of  that  public 
danger  which  neceffitates  coercion  ? Where  are  the  docu- 
ments— when  was  the  inquiry  ? I really  do  not  know  what 
evidence  the  Hon.  Gentleman  can  require  of  any  fact,  be- 
yond the  evidence  of  a man’s  own  fenfes,  and  the  deducti- 
ons of  his  own  underdanding.  To  my  fenfes  and  to  my  un- 
demanding the  demondration  is  complete  ; and  if  the  Hon. 

G entleman  has  the  fame  organs  and  the  fame  intellects  as 
other  men,  I know  nothing  left  for  him  to  doubt  of,  but  the 
tedimony  of  his  own  experience.  The  pad  and  padlng  hif* 
toiy  of  the  country  evinces,  beyond  controverfy,  the  truth  of 
his  affertion,  that  the  times  are  portentous  and  formidable ; 
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ft*  the  fame  time  that  they  contradift  his  inference,  by  ad- 
mitting his  pofition  ; and  refute  his  conclufion,  that  the  dan- 
ger does  not  create  the  neceflity.  it  is  upon  this  high  and 
paramount  fpecies  of  evidence  that  a High  Court  of  Legifla- 
ture  grounds  its  proceedings,  and  I am  fure  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man does  not  vviih  to  throw  us  into  a Court  of  Niji  Prius , 
and  to  produce  witnelles  on  the  table  by  fubpcena  ad  tejiifi- 
candunty  to  demonftrate  the  deductions  of  every  man’s  rea- 
i'on,  and  the  obfervations  of  every  man’s  experience.  Togo 
beyond  fuch  evidence,  and  call  for  documents,  appears  to 
me  the  height  of  Icepticifm,  and  feems  to  revive  the  inge- 
nious loll v of  that  fanciful  philofophy,  which  aiTerted,  that 
all  which  isy  is  not , and  ptoved  the  non  exigence  oi  matter 
by  the  evidence  of  ourfenfes;  and  what  is  that  truth,  what 
is  that  danger,  Sir,  to  which  my  lenfes  and  underftanding 
thus  te ft  if y in  fupportof  the  Hon.  Gentleman’s  delcriotion  of 
of  thole  portentous  times?  It  is  a danger,  Sir,  nothing  fhort 
or  this,  that  there  exifls  in  this  country  a formidable  faction, 
whole  deliberate  and  fettled  plan  is  to  difmembei  his  ancient 
empire  and  proftrate  this  ancient  conftilution,  a plan  organ- 
ized and  regulated,  in  which  murder  and  rapine  and  piliage 
and  violence,  are  but  fecondary,  fubordinate  and  inftru- 
mental  ; and  which  diidains  a meaner  object  than  the  repa- 
ration of  thefe  two  countries,  and  the  erection  of  a Repub- 
lic on  the  ruins  of  the  Britifh  conftitution.  And,  Sir,  this 
enterprize,  high  and  profligate  as  its  aim  is,  looks  for  its 
accomplifhment  to  means  of  proportionate  enormity  ; and 
this  complicated  fyfiem  of  calamities  is  to  be  inflicted  upon 
this  wretched  country  by  the  hoftile  interference  of  a foreign 
invafion.  II  this  be  true,  Sir,  are  not  the  times  (to  ufe  the 
Kon.  Gentleman’s  words)  portentous  and  formidable,  are 
they  not  fuch  as  call  for  the  application  of  the  Hon.  Mover’s 
pofition,  and  demand  by  their  peculiar  urgency,  a peculiar 
vigilance  from  the  legiflature  ; and  are  they  fuch  times  as 
that  the  legiflature  fhould  be  called  on  to  repeal  its  own  vi- 
gilance, and  fruftrate  its  own  a£tivity  ? But  this,  fays  the 
Hon.  Gentleman,  is  mere  alfertion ; and  where  are  your 
documents  ? Documents,  Sir  ; what  fort  of  a document  is 
the  late  invafion  of  this  kingdom  by  the  French,  upon  the 
avowed  invitation  of  the  difafrefted  Irifn  ? How  does  the 
French  government  now  excufe  and  juflify  to  their  own  na- 
tion the  vanity  and  defperation  of  that  adventurous  enter- 
prize ? By  proving  that  it  was  upon  the  invitation  of  the 
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Irifh  themfelves'!  Who  were  the  principal  officers  in  the? 
navy  in  Bantry  Bay,  that  urged  the  defeent  of  the  troops* 
without  waiting  lor  the  junCIion  of  General  Hoche  ? The 
Irifh  officers  on  board  ! To  whom  does  that  General  appeal 
in  his  Proclamation  ? To  the  good  Republicans  whom  he 
knew  to  be  in  Ireland.  Sir,  in  the  year  1793  or  J794> 
long  before  we  felt  our  own  danger,  Briffot,  a man  of  fin- 
gular  ability,  and  the  head  of  a party  who  fell  under  the 
tyranny  of  Robefpierre,  publiffied  an  aodrefs  to  his  conffi- 
tuents,  from  one  paffage  of  which  we  may  learn  the  perfe- 
verance  and  the  extent  of  this  fyflem.  He  there  reproaches 
his  former  colleagues  in  office  with  their  fatuity  and  ilups- 
dity  in  delaying  the  invafion  of  Ireland,  after  the  repeated 
and  anxious  invitations  of  the  Irifh  Republicans.  This, 
Sir,  was  publiffied  in  17 94.;  we  were  invaded  in  1796. — 
Pot  the  two  fa£ts  together,  and  how  is  it  poffible  for  any  man 
to,  doubt  the  reality  and  the  extent  of  our  danger?  Does 
the  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman  forget  the  evidence  which 
appeared  at  the  different  flate  trials  in  this  country,  in  fome 
of  which  he  difplayed  his  ufual  proieffional  ability  ? I pafs 
by  the  inferior  trials  of  the  Defenders,  though  pregnant  with 
proof  in  fupport  of  this  fadl,  and  I recall  his  recollection 
to  that  evidence  which  has  driven  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Rowan 
into  exile  and  difgrace  ; to  that  evidence  which  introduced 
the  tragedy  of  Jackfon  ; and  to  that  by  which,  and  by  the 
lenity  of  government,  an  unhappy  gentleman  now  wades 
upon  the  defart  air  of  an  American  plantation,  the  bright- 
er talents  that  I ever  knew  a man  to  be  gifted  with.  Who 
is  acquainted  with  the  fate  and  melancholy  hiflory  of  this 
gentleman,  that  can  doubt  the  deliberate  plan  which  was 
well  laid  and  nearly  executed,,  cf  invading  this  country  by 
a French  army,  diifeverine;  it  Iron:  Great-Britain,  and  effab- 
li thing  a democracy  ? I am  ferry  Inch  a fa<5t  is  fo  decidedly 
proved,  and  I am  forry  that  it  is  proved  in  fuch  a manner  5 
for  I never  ffiall  fpeak  or  think  of  the  unhappy  gentleman 
to  whom  I allude,  with  acrimony  or  feverity.  I knew  him 
from  early  infancy  as  the  friend  of  rny  youth  and  companion 
of  my  Trudies  ; and  while  I bear  teflimony  to  the  greatnefs  of 
his  abilities,  1 (hall  alfo  fay  of  him,  that  he  had  a heart 
which  nothing  but  the  accmfed  fpirit  of  perverted  politics 
could  miflead  or  deprave ; and  I ffiall  ever  lament  his  fate 
with  companion  for  his  errors,  admiration  for  his  talents,  and 
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abhorrence  for  his  political  opinions*.  If  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman ftill  alks  for  documents,  I will  afk  him  did  he  never 
fee  that  document  which  iflfued  from  a Northern  prefs,  and 
which  has  been  circulated  with  fuch  induftrious  activity,  that 
even  in  this  town  it  has  been  flung  from  the  galleries  of 
the  play-houfe,  to  fupply  the  ordinary  induftry  of  its  dif- 
perfion  ? Sir,  this  paper,  written  in  the  higheft  flrain  of  per- 
verted abilities,  contains  nothing  but  the  moA  inflammatory 
topics;  but  thefe  are  trifling  compared  to  the  grand  object 
of  the  publication  ; it  boldly  and  plainly  narrows  and  finks 
the  great  cardinal  and  imperial  queflion  of  Britifli  connec- 
tion, into  a doubtful  queflion  of  convenient  alliance ; inflfls 
upon  our  freedom  of  election  to  chufe  between  an  Englifli 
and  a French  alliance;  argues  and  moots  the  comparative 
advantages  of  both,  and  inflnuates  the  preference  of  the 
French.  Is  this  paper,  Sir,  written  at  the  moment  that  it 
wa£,  when  the  enemy  had  fcarcely  diiappeared  from  our 
coalts,  and  their  return  was  daily  expected — is  this  paper  no 
document  of  the  public  danger?  and  will  the  Hon.  and 
Learned  Gentleman  flill  afk  for  our  evidence  ? Perhaps,  Sir, 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  never  heard  of  a meeting  held  not 
very  long  fince  in  this  metropolis  (at  the  invitation,  I admit, 
of  fome  very  refpe£table  men,  and  attended  by  other  refpe£t- 
able  men,  but  which  was  open  to  all  the  householders  in  Dub- 
lin, by  fpecial  defeription)  to  which  every  man  who  had  a 
roof  over  his  head  was  made  welcome,  and  every  man, 
whether  he  had  or  not,  was  admitted  ; this  meeting,  Sir 
aflembled  at  a moment  of  the  utmoft  public  anxiety,  frefli 
after  the  invafion,  and  when  all  the  energies  of  the  country 
were  on  the  flrain  to  prote£t  it  from  a return  of  the  danger  ; 
This  meeting  publifhed  a refolution,  declaring  that  there 
was  no  defence  for  this  country,  except  two  political  quef- 
tions  w’ere  carried  in  Parliament; — telling  the  French,  that 
the  country  would  not  be  fought  for,  unlefs  thefe  two  quef- 
tions  were  carried  ; telling  the  Irifh,  that  the  country  fhould 
not  be  fought  for,  unlefs  thefe  two  queftions  were  carried  ; 
difeouraging,  interdicting,  paralyzing  the  fpirit  of  Ireland  ; 
encouraging,  inspiriting,  goading  the  exertions  of  France.  Is 
this,  Sir,  no  document  ? Is  this  no  feature  in  that  picture  of 
the  times  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  fo  juftly  painted, 
as  ftrange,  portentous,  and  formidable?  Sir,  I do  not  intend 
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any  thing  difrepe&ful  to  the  Right  Hon.  and  Hon.  Gentle- 
men of  the  Oppofition  Bench,  for  the  fhare  they  might  have 
had  in  this  Aggregate  Meeting  ; they,  and  other  refpeCt- 
able  men  out  of  doors  might  have  had  a fhare  in  it ; and 
it  is  not  my  bufmcfs  nor  my  inclination  to  impute  bad 
motives  to  any  man.  I am  convinced  that  many  of  the 
Right  Hon.  and  Hon.  Gentlemen  are  (what  I hope  they  all 
are)  the  friends  and  advocates  of  a conftitutional  patriotifm  ; 
but  l am  lure  they  are  the  dupes  of  Republican  artifice, 
and  that  the  men  whom  they  aCt  with  out  of  doors,  laugh 
at  and  deride  the  moderation  of  thofe  meafures,  which  they 
conhder  the  mere  introductory  preliminaries  of  Democracy, 
while  the  Right  Hon.  and  Hon.  Gentlemen  look  to  them  as 
the  ultimata  of  Reform.  But  I will  take  the  liberty  to  afk 
the  Right  Hon.  and  Hon.  Gentlemen,  are  they  not  fenfihle 
of  the  ridicule,  which  this  Aggregate  Meeting  threw  upon 
their  own  queftion  of  Parliamentary  Reform  ? Good  God  ! 
Sir,  if  this  Houle  be  impure,  if  thefe  gentlemen  can  con- 
vince me  that  we  do  not  reprefent  the  people  ; that  fo  much 
of  the  property,  education  and  talents  of  the  country,  are 
unequal  to  that  truft ; can  they  perfuade  me  that  the  motley 
afi'emblage  at  the  Royal  Exchange  is  equal  to  it  ? And  are 
the  rational  people  of  this  lfland  to  be  perfuaded,  that  they  cart 
only  be  reprefented  by  this  felt-created  delegation  of  promif- 
euous  and  cafual  representatives  ? Is  the  Altar  of  the  Con- 
ftitution  fo  deferted  by  thole  who  are  bidden  to  its  folemni- 
ties,  that  we  mu  ft  lend  into  the  highways  and  hedges,  and 
invite  the  vagrant  and  the  mendicant  to  the  honour  of  its 
guefls  ? But,  Sir,  the  Hen.  Gentleman  and  his  friends  par- 
ticularly objeCt  to  the  InfurreCtion  bill,  and  the  fyftem  of 
coercion,  as  they  call  it,  becaule  ks  operation  will  be  direct- 
ed againft  the  Northern  parts  of  this  kingdom.  T1  e in- 
duftry  and  population  of  this  fair  province,  have  of  late 
become  a theme  of  the  moft  unwearied  panegyric  with  thofe 
gentlemen;  and,  as  if  the  perfona!  merits  of  the  Northerns 
were  not  fufficient,  the  merits  of  their  anceftors  have  been 
recalled  from  hiftorv  ; and  nothing  is  thought  too  extravagant 
for  the  defendants  of  the  defenders  of  Derry,  and  the  heroes 
of  the  Boyne.  Sir,  I wifh  not  to  meet  this  unqualified 
eulo^ium  by  unqualified  and  illiberal  blame.  When  1 fpeak 
of  a whole  province,  it  is  with  the  exception  of  many  parts 
of  it,  and  with  the  exception  of  many,  very  many  relpeCt- 
able  and  worthy  perfons,  even  in  the  worft  parts  of  it.  But, 
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furely,  Sir,  indifcriminate  eulogium  is  not  very  difcreet, 
while  the  North  ts  notorioufly  the  feat  of  that  political 
phrenzy  and  republican  fury  which  dilfurb  and  threaten  the 
land,  and  the  ftene  of  thole  political  outrages  and  individual 
murders — (I  ul'e  .the  Hon.  Gentleman’s  phrafe)  which  my 
memory  nor  mv  feelings  would  not  fuffer  me  to  recapitu- 
late r At  the  moment  of  public  danger  and  public  exertion, 
when  the  Yeomanry  armament  was  popular  throughout  the 
kingdom,  (the  North  excepted)  did  not  Belfafl  hang  back 
upon  the  public  caufe?  Have  not  the  United  lriihmen  mur- 
dered a gentleman  of  Lord  Caftlerea’s  Yeomanry,  tor  no 
other  reafon  but  becaufe  he  was  a Yeoman?  and  has  not 
the  confequence  been,  that  all  the  members  of  that  corps, 
who  lived  detached  in  country  houfes,  and  were  not  within 
the  protection  of  towns  and  villages,  have  been  obliged  to 
fend  in  their  arms,  and  refign  the  defence  of  their  country, 
under  the  perils  ot  midnight  afiafTi nation  ? Are  not  the  me- 
rits of  the  North  written  in  the  blood  of  the  learned,  the 
pious  and  public-fpirited  DoCtor  Hamilton,  who  was  mafia* 
cred  with  circumflances  of  fuch  favage  ferocity,  as  would 
dilgrace  the  barbarifm  of  the  back  fettlements,  or  the  civi- 
lization of  France? — Is  there  no  document  of  this,  Sir, 
when  it  is  but  laft  night  that  the  Houfe  vied  with  each 
other,  in  faintly  repairing  the  lofs  which  the  widow  of  this 
unhappy  gentleman  has  fuflained  ? Are  the!e  feenes,  and  thefe 
men,  the  objeCt  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman’s  eulogy  ? Is 
this  the  indujlry  of  the  North?  Are  thefe  barbarians  the  de- 
feendants  of  the  defenders  of  Derry,  and  the  heroes  of  the 
Boyne  ? I would  as  foon,  Sir,  trace  back  the  brutal  Janifla- 
ries  of  Conffantinople  to  the  anceftry  of  Athens  and  Sparta, 
or  connect  the  recreant  and  degenerate  blood  which  flag- 
nates  in  the  veins  of  the  Ottoman  (lave,  with  that  generous 
tide  which  ftained  Marathon  and  immortalized  Thermo- 
pylae.— Government  was  called  on.  Sir,  for  its  docu- 
ments of  the  necefTity  of  the  times,  and  I think  I have  fur- 
nifhed  fome.  Thefe  inflances  in  our  hiilory  taken  fingly 
are  flrong — taken  together  they  are  infurmountable  ; — they 
eflabiifn  to  my  conviction  the  proportion  I began  with,  that 
it  is  deliberately  planned  to  dilTever  this  country  from  Eng- 
land, and  to  eflablifh  a democratic  government,  by  a French 
invafion.  I have  no  doubt  of  this  melancholy  truth,  that 
there  is  a fa&ion  now  at  iffue  with  Parliament  upon  the  ele~ 
merits  of  the  conftitution,  and  that  we  are  put  to  our  elec- 
tion 
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t'on  between  the  Britifli  confHtution  and  a French  demo- 
cracy. On  this  eie&ion  I have  made  my  choice,  and  I am 
anxious  to  declare  it — I make  no  referve,  I fecure  no  retreat 
againft  the  evil  day  of  the  word:  contingency  that  can  hap- 
pen— I fcorn  to  capitulate  for  fafety  with  the  enemies  of 
my  country  and  of  my  liberty,  and  whatever  may  be  the 
conferences  of  a zealous  and  fincere  attachment  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  limited  Monarchy,  an  attachment  which  no 
event  nor  no  defeat  fhail  abate  or  extinguish,  to  thofe  confe- 
rences I devote  myfelf ; and  I wiSh,  Sir,  that  every  man 
would  thus  fpeak  out  ; I with,  Sir,  I could  Ihame  that  timid 
fagacity,  too  prevalent  abroad,  which  dreads  to  commit  ill  elf, 
and  purchafes  the  chance  of  private  fafety  in  the  hour  of 
public  danger,  by  an  abandonment  of  that  fpirit,  and  a re- 
laxation of  that  nerve,  which  alone  can  refill  the  danger. 
For,  Sir,  if  this  crooked  policy,  if  this  cowardly  left-handed 
wiidom  prevails,  if  it  be  not  reprobated  and  dildained,  I del- 
pair  of  the  falvation  of  this  country,  and  this  only  could 
make  me  defpair  of  it. — It  has  been  idly  faid,  that  this 
Infurredtion  a£t,  and  this  coercive  fyllem,  have  no  prece- 
dent; which  I anfwer  by  faying,  that  the  neceflity  has  no 
precedent  ; and  that  as  it  is  without  example,  I trull  it  will  be 
without  imitation.  The  cafes  of  the  Right  Boys  and  White 
Boys,  and  the  riots  in  London  under  Lord  George  Gordon, 
have  been  weakly  mentioned  as  precedents  ; but  what  ana- 
logy is  there  between  the  difmemberment  of  a great  empire, 
the  everfion  of  a great  conft itution,  and  fome  petty  rufric 
wrangles  about  tythes,  the  partial  outrages  of  local  violence, 
the  fhort-livcd  fury  of  a hafty  mob,  and  the  extravagance  of 
a fanatic  ? No,  Sir,  the  thing  has  no  precedent — it  is  a new 
cafe  : Had  the  wort!  of  thefe  outrages  been  fuccefsful  in  the 
extreme — had  London  bh’-zed  from  Hyde  Park  to  White- 
chapel, London  might,  <\s  once  before  fhe  did,  have  rifen 
like  a phcenix  from  her  own  afhes,  the  revived  and  perma- 
nent admiration  of  the  world.  But  if  this  mighty  empire 
falls,  if  this  chofen  conftitution,  this  paragon  of  moral  and 
political  beauty,  limited,  monarchical  and  free,  withers  be- 
neath the  infedlious  blaft  of  that  defolating  Republican  in- 
novation, which,  like  a peflilence,  fweeps  the  world,  I know 
of  no  redivival  principle  from  which  I can  prediT  its  rello- 
ration — I know  of  no  confolation  for  the  wretched  and  ab- 
ject men,  (for  wretched  and  abje£t  will  they  be)  who  furvive 
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this  ruin;  they  will  bemoan  their  lofs  without  a profpeft  of 
hs  return,  and  look  back  with  vain  regret  upon  the  me- 
mory of  thofc  bleflings,  of  uhofe  revival  they  mud  defpair  : 

“ Nil  oriturum  alias,  nil  ortum  tale fatentts” 

Mr.  Tig  he  fpoke  a few  words  in  fupport  of  the  motion, 
as  did 

Mr.  Knox  of  Dungannon,  againd  it. 

Mr.  Alexander  obferved,  that  he  this  morning  read  a 
paragraph  in  the  Derry  Journal,  dating  that  Lord  Cavan, 
who  is  Commander  there,  had  been  under  the  neceflity  of 
putting  the  city  into  a date  of  blockade  ; and  therefore  there 
was  no  doubt,  that  the  United  Irifhmen  and  afiadins  of  the 
North  were  too  formidable  to  be  neglected.  The  wifer  part 
of  the  Province  deteded  them,  but  their  drength  and  influ- 
ence required  the  mod  prompt  and  powerful  coercion. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  replied.— He  faid  he  thought  himfelf 
hardly  treated  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  fome  of  whom 
blamed  him  for  faying  too  much,  and  entering  too  largely 
into  a detail  of  the  victories  of  France,  while  others  con- 
feflfed  themfelves  greatly  difappointed  that  he  had  not  made 
a more  brilliant  dilplay.  He  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  debates  in  that  houfe  not  to  know,  that 
when  a man  made  fuch  .a  fpeech  as  gentlemen  did  not  find  it 
convenient  to  anfwer  in  a way  of  argument,  they  generally 
fubdituted  an  attack  on  the  man. 

He  had  propofed  the  repeal  of  the  law  but  as  a preliminary, 
as  an  harbinger  of  peace  and  conciliation,  on  which,  he  was 
convinced,  the  falvation  of  this  country  depended.  He  did 
not,  however,  conceive  it  to  be  a law  of  fuch  fupernatural 
powers,  as  one  Hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  E.  Newenham)  had 
delcribed  it  to  be  ; for  the  Hon.  Knight  told  the  Houfe, 
that  if  they  repealed  this  a£t  to-night,  they  would  fee  the 
ghods  of  Dr.  Hamilton  and  a great  many  other  murdered 
men  before  morning.  He  had  conceived  it  to  be  a bill 
merely  to  prevent  corporeal  infurreeftions,  and  did  not  think 
that  the  repeal  of  it  would  have  affrighted  the  Houfe  with  a 
view  of  fo  many  departed  friends. 

• An 
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An  Hon.  Bart.  (Sir  H Langrifhe)  replied  to  him  on  this 
occ^fion  as  he  ufuaily  did,  not  bv  anfwering  the  fpeech  which 
he  had  delivered,  but  one  which  he  would  have  delivered — or 
rather  one  he  had  fpoken  on  a former  night.  The  Hon. 
Bart.’s  mode  of  anfwering,  brought  to  his  mind  the  Irifh 
mode  of  paying  rent,  one  half-year  within  the  other  ; the 
anfwer  of  to-night  was  a reply  to  the  fpeech  of  laft  night, 
and  he  fuppofed  that  the  fpeech  which  he  now  made  on 
Lady-day,  the  Hon.  Bart,  would  anfwer  at  Michaelmas 
next. 

It  was  faid  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  repeal  the  law 
until  the  people  (hewed  fome  difpofition  to  return  to  obedi- 
ence,— that  it  was  mean  to  crouch  to  treafon,  and  pernicious 
to  capitulate  with  rebellion.  If  this  means,  that  is  at  all 
times  unwife  in  government  to  repeal  obnoxious  laws,  which 
have  created  great  difcontent,  and  have  produced  no  bene- 
ficial effecft,  he  could  not  agree  in  the  reafoning  ; — if  it  was 
meant  that  this  particular  law7  was  not  that  which  fhould  be 
facrihced  to  conciliation,  he  would  obferve  that  the  Catholic 
queftion  had  been  propofed  by  gentlemen,  difcufTed,  and 
rejected  ; — a Reform  was  propofed,  and  fcouted  without  dif- 
cuffion  ; — the  repeal  of  the  prefent  law,  one  of  the  moft: 
fertile  of  difcontent  and  tumult,  was  now  propofed  ; if  that 
too  was  to  be  rejected  as  an  improper  conceffion,  he  knew 
not  on  what  elfe  to  fix  with  a probability  of  fuccefs. — -Other 
gentlemen  had  argued  that  this  law  was  inefficient,  that  there- 
fore, it  was  not  l'ufficiently  ftrong,  and  of  courfe  could  not 
be  objectionable  for  being  too  ftrong.  Would  not  gentle- 
men,'then,  give  up  one  law  which  was  confefled  to  be  a 
ufelefs  incumbrance  of  the  ftatute  book  to  conciliate  the  minds 
of  the  people?  The  government  have  not  only  faid  that  this 
law  is  inefficacious,  but  they  have  proved  it  to  be  fo,  by 
reforting  to  their  laft  meafure  of  putting  the  beft  part  of  the 
country  under  martial  law.  To  facrifice  to  popular  preju- 
dice a law  of  fo  little  ufe  could  not  therefore,  be  a capitulation 
■with  treafon  or  a furrender  to  rebellion,  it  was  a meafure 
which  the  moft  high-minded  government  might  fubmit  to, 
even  if  prudence  lefs  ftrongly  called  on  them  to  adopt  it. 

He  wras  called  inconfiftent  for  now  urging  the  repeal  of 
this  law  which  laft  year  he  had  agreed  to  be  neceftary  ; the 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  ufed  that  argument  was  miftaken  in 
point  of  fa£f  ; if  he  had  done  him  the  honour  of  attending  to 
what  he  had  faid  on  the  palling  of  this  bill  laft  year  he  would 
have  known  that  he  had  taken  up  above  an  hour  in  fpeaki ng 

againft 
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agaitift  the  bill — nay,  he  went  fo  far  on  that  occafion,  as  to 
predict  that  if  the  bill  became  law,  the  neceflary  confequence 
would  be  the  introdu&ion  of  aflaflination — he  knew  it  well, 
and  every  man  mud:  know  it,  who  had  considered  how  the 
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human  paffions  work.  It  was  human  nature,  that  if  the 
tide  of  complaint  or  of  fullering,  be  kept  from  vent  in  one 
way,  it  will  find  an  open  in  fome  other  ; if  an  unwife  law 
prevents  the  difcontent  of  a people  from  fpending  itfelf  in 
declamatory  complaint  in  popular  aflemblies,  that  difcontent 
will  operate  in  another  way,  and  inftead  of  evaporating  in  a 
fpeech,  will  vent  itfelf  in  aflaflination  or  murder.  He  pre- 
di6ted  this  at  the  time  when  this  a6I  was  firft  palled ; he 
faw  and  predicted  that  if  this  law  were  continued,  Ireland 
would  foon  become  as  ftrongly  marked  by  the  number  of  its 
afTallinations,  as  Italy  now  was  or  ever  had  been.  But  gen- 
tlemen alked,  are  not  thefe  horrid  crimes  which  are  com- 
mitted, and  will  you  not  continue  a ftrong  law  to  punidi 
them?  They  were  indeed  horrid  crimes,  but  it  was  worth 
while  to  confider  who  firft  fet  the  example  of  violating  the 
laws ; who  firft  took  the  lead  in  treating  with  contempt  the 
lives  and  liberties  of  individuals?  Was  it  not  they  who, 
contrary  to  law,  contrary  to  Magna  Charta,  contrary  to  the 
moll  indefealible  right  of  man,  entered  into  the  jails,  took 
from  thence  the  unhappy  and  perhaps  innocent  prisoners,  and, 
like  felons  and  convi6ts,  tranfported  them  without  law,  with- 
out trial,  from  their  native  country,  their  friends,  and  their 
families  ? He  had  forefeen  what  would  be  the  confequence 
of  this  meafure ; he  now  warned  the  gentlemen  of  that 
Houfe  that  the  continuance  of  this  law  would  continue  to 
produce  the  fame  confequences  ; it  was  not  the  man  of  pro- 
perty who  fhould  firft  venture  on  a violation  of  law  ; to  the 
man  of  property  law  is  peculiarly  neceflary  to  protect  that 
property  as  well  as  his  perfon  ; to  the  poor  man  law  is  not 
fo  neceflary,  for  he  poflefles  nothing  which  law  is  wanted 
to  protect.  If  gentlemen  will  venture  to  deprive  a people 
of  thofe  rights  which  their  anceftors  bequeathed  them,  if 
they  will  inculcate  on  the  people  that  might  conftitutes  right , 
the  time  will  come,  perhaps,  when  the  multitude  would 
Ihevv  them  a terrible  retaliation  ! 

But  it  was  afked,  will  you  repeal  a law  calculated  to 
punilli  thofe  very  crimes  by  which  your  country  is  at  this 
very  moment  difgraced  ? Has  the  law  prevented  thefe  crimes? 
Have  not  the  crimes  been  more  numerous  and  black  fince 
this  law  was  enacted?  and  if  fo,  what  argument  can  be 
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drawn  from  thofe  crimes  for  the  continuation  of  the  law  ? In 
his  mind,  that  law  was  one  of  the  caufes  which  produced 
thole  crimes,  and  therefore  he  was  for  repealing  it.  He 
lamented  as  much  as  man  could  do,  the  prevalence  of  thefe 
offences,  they  were  not  only  difgraceful  to  the  national  cha- 
racter, but  they  tended  to  defeat  thofe  very  claims,  in  furthe- 
rance of  which  perhaps  they  were  made.  He  admitted, 
that  there  might  be  perions,  or  focieties,  who  had  organized 
themfelves  againft  the  conftitution  ; but  fo  far  from  making 
that  an  argument  againft  the  meafure,  he  would  on  that 
account  alone  give  up  this  fyftem  of  coercion  ; he  would 
deprive  the  enemies  of  our  government,  of  what  perhaps 
was  one  of  their  ftrongeft  arguments  with  the  people  ; the 
harftmefs  of  the  laws  by  which  they  were  now  governed, 
and  the  fe verities  to  which  they  were  expofed.  With  ref- 
pedl  to  another  Hon.  Member,  (Mr.  Bufhe)  whole  talents 
he  was  happy  to  witnefs,  and  who  had  animadverted  on  the 
late  aggregate  meeting,  he  could  not  help  faying,  that  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  carried  his  argument  a little  too  far. 
He  had  alked,  had  we  not  feen  within  thefe  fifteen  days,  an 
aftembly  in  the  metropolis,  telling  to  France  that  this  country 
could  not  be  defended  againft  an  enemy,  unlefs  two  fpecu- 
Jative  propofttions  were  adopted  by  the  legiflature.  For  his 
own  part,  he  knew  that  meeting  well ; he  aflifted  at  it,  and 
had  agreed  in  calling  it ; and  he  could  inform  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman  that  the  meeting  had  exprefied  no  fuch  fentiment ; 
they  had  indeed  expreffed  their  opinion,  that  the  adoption  of 
thefe  two  fpeculative  opinions,  as  he  had  called  them,  would 
he  the  beft  means  of  defencing  the  country  ; but  they  had 
not  faid,  that  if  thefe  were  not  adopted,  the  country  would 
be  defeneelefs  ; fo  far  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was  miftaken. 
The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  talked  lightly  of  the  perfons  who 
com  poled  the  meeting,  as  being  merely  houfeholders,  and 
fome  of  them  not  fo  much.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  poflefied 
parts  which  were  fitted  to  grace  a popular  affemblv ; it  was 
not  wile  in  him,  therefore,  to  undervalue  meetings  of  that 
kind  ; it  was  not  wife  in  any  man  to  treat  with  difrefpedfc 
large  bodies  of  the  people  from  which  that  Houfe  fprings, 
and  bv  which  it  is  iupported ; but  its\as  peculiarly  impoli- 
tic m the  Hon.  Gentleman.  But  he  faid  they  were  not  free- 
men. Did  the  Hon.  Gentleman  know  the  nature  of  the 
conteft  in  which  we  were  engaged  ? Did  he  know  the  kind 
of  power  we  had  to  oppofe  ? Has  France  conquered  Europe 
by  tier  gentlemen  l Were  they  the  landlords  of  France  who 
- . beat 
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beat  the  joint  force  of  all  the  Princes  of  Europe  ? Bold  as 
our  gentry  are,  and  he  believed  there  was  no  where  a more 
gallant  gentry  to  be  found,  little  would  they  lignify  before 
the  power  of  France,  if  not  feconded  by  that  population  of 
the  country  of  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  talked  fo  flight- 
ingly.  For  his  part,  he  would  rather  invite  the  people  of 
this  country  to  exert  their  privileges ; he  would  rather  teach 
them  to  love  and  to  value  them,  and  thus  attach  them  ftill 
more  to  the  conftitution  under  which  they  live,  than  treat 
them  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  like  men  who  had  no  rights, 
no  privileges,  or  in  whom  it  was  ridiculous  and  criminal  to 
exert  them. 

He  was  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  {hocking  crimes  which 
had  been  perpetrated  by  a few  individuals  in  this  country, 
had  made  rather  too  deep  an  impreflion  on  the  minds  of 
gentlemen,  and  had  given  fuch  a bias  to  their  minds,  as,  in 
fome  degree,  to  miflead  their  judgment.  This  was  one  of 
the  milchiefs  which  always  resulted  from  crimes  marked  by 
eircumftances  of  cruelty.  France  had  felt  this  efFedl,  and 
perhaps  nothing  contributed  fo  much  to  raife  againfl;  her  a 
hoft  ot  enemies,  and  particularly  Great-Britain,  as  the  mur- 
ders by  which  the  revolution  was  early  ftained.  The  feeling 
heart,  when  an  adt  of  cruelty  was  committed,  forgot,  that 
to  reftore  the  dead  was  beyond  the  limit  of  human  power, 
and  adted  under  the  error,  as  if  an  adt  of  vengeance  could 
undo  the  evil.  The  prefent  government  of  France  was  the 
more  formidable,  from  the  circumftance  that  it  was  now 
mild — it  was  not  now  the  government  of  Robefpiere,  of 
which  the  firft  principle  was  terror.  At  prefent  the  govern- 
ment of  France  aimed  at  conciliating  the  minds  of  men  by 
gentlenefs,  inftead  of  influencing  by  fear.  This  principle  it 
was,  which  overcame  Holland  without  the  death  of  one 
man,  and  which  even  turned  the  Magiftrates  out  of  prifon 
without  trial,  after  a confinement  of  a few  days.  Italy  had 
experienced  the  fame  mild  treatment ; and  in  his  opinion, 
there  was  nothing  connedted  with  the  government  of 
France,  from  which  we  had  more  reafon  to  fear — for,  as 
Dr.  Young  truly  fays,  “ wonder  is  involuntary  praife,” 
and  it  was  not  unnatural,  that  people,  at  firft  furprifed  by 
this  mildnefs  in  a government,  which  they  had  been  taught 
to  look  on  as  ferocious  and  cruel,  fhould  in  the  next  inftance 
come  to  admire,  and  then  to  imitate  it. 

He  had  been  reproached  with  aggravating  the  power  of 
Fra»ce.  Did  not  France  know  her  power,  and  Europe  feel 
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it,  without  receiving  information  from  his  ftatements  ? Gen- 
tlemen were  wrong  therefore  for  blaming  him,  for  dating 
the  force  of  that  power,  when  his  view  was  to  warn  the 
country  to  guard  againft  it.  But  great  as  the  power  of 
France  at  this  moment  was,  it  was  not  what  France  might 
now  do  that  he  feared,  but  what  fhe  would  do  at  a future 
period.  If  peace  was  made  to-morrow,  what  had  thefe 
countries  to  expect  ? Will  not  France  always  look  on  Great 
Britam  as  on  a powerful  rival?  Will  fhe  not  confider  her 
as  the  only  date  which  hands  in  her  way,  and  of  courfe 
entertain  againft  her,  that  hoftile  mind  which  will  ever  be 
watchful  ro  crufh  her  power  ? If  fo,  would  it  not  be  natu- 
ral to  expedt,  that  her  hoftile  attempts  will  be  turned  againft 
this  country,  in  which  Great-Britain,  may,  perhaps,  be 
moft  deeply  injured  ? Would  it  not,  then,  ftnce  this  country, 
is  likely  to  be  ftrft  eflayed  by  French  arts,  or  French  arms, 
be  wife  to  call  the  attentions  of  the  people  to  bleffings  at 
home,  rather  than  let  them  turn  their  eyes  to  the  enemy  ? 
At  prefent,  he  did  not  believe  there  were  many  who  looked 
that  way,  he  had  made  the  moft  careful  refearches  on  this 
fubjed  that  his  opportunities  fuffered,  and  he  declared  it  to 
be  the  firm  convidlion  of  his  mind,  that  by  far  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  would  be  content  with  a 
fair  reform,  and  that,  if  that  were  granted,  they  would 
be  fo  firmly  attached  to  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  that  no 
power  or  promifes  could  make  them  forego  it.  He  might 
be  wrong  in  his  opinion — the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
might  be  right — but  they  took  upon  themfelves  a terrible 
refponfibility  in  refting  fo  confidential  on  their  own  opinion. 
If  his  opinion  on  this  fubjedf,  and  on  the  repeal  of  the  fyf- 
tem  of  coercion  were  adopted,  and  fhould  prove  to  be  wrong, 
no  evil  could  refult  from  the  miftake  ; but  if  their  opinion 
be  erroneous,  he  would  leave  the  houfe  to  judge  for  itfelf, 
what  maft  be  the  fatal  conferences.  On  the  whole  he  had 
difcharged  his  duty. — If  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  did  not 
do  theirs,  it  would  he  but  fmall  confolation  to  him,  that 
they,  as  well  as  he,  and  thofe  he  faw  around  him  muft 
ftnk  in  the  common  ruin  ! 


Mr.  M.  Beresford  felt  hitnfelf  called  upon  to  fay  a few 
words.  He  maintained  that  the  lnfurre£tion  a S.  had  produc- 
ed the  moft  falutary  eonfequences,  except  where  the  people 
were  organized  into  a fettled  fyftem  of  treafon  and  rebellion. 
The  jails  in  the  counties  of  Meath  and  Louth,  inftead  of 
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being  filled  as  before,  were  now  empty  of  Defenders.  As 
to  the  eulogium  of  the  learned  member,  on  the  enemy,  for 
mildnefs,  it  was  contradicted  by  their  conduct,  in  all  the 
Hates  they  entered.  Did  the  learned  member  read  their  pro- 
clamations, and  confider  their  conduct  in  Italy  ? Did  he  give 
them  credit  for  mildnefs  in  doing  a deed,  blacker  than  even 
Robefpierre  reforted  to,  the  pouring  in  hordes  of  afl'affins  on 
the  coafts  of  England  ? Mr.  Beresford  obferved,  on  the  Ag- 
gregate Meeting,  that  the  learned  member  knew,  that  except 
himfelf  and  his  co-adjutors,  no  gentleman,  or  decent  perfon 
attended  at  the  Royal  Exchange.  A motley  ragged  group 
attended,  who,  on  hearing  that  the  Peace  Officers  were  com- 
ing, burft  through  the  doors  of  the  Exchange,  in  confufion 
and  terror.  This  wretched  affembly,  he  was  pleafed  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  and  people.  The  learned  member 
had  intimated  to  the  Houfe,  when  he  gave  notice  of  his 
motion,  that  he  would , exclude  Grangers  from  Jhe  gallery; 
but  Mr.  Beresford  thought,  this  looked  like  procuring  a more 
crouded  audience. 

Mr.  Johnson  obferved,  that  the  learned  member  had  pro- 
perly inculcated  the  propriety  of  temporifing,  to  fcreen  his 
own  inconfiftency.  He  begged  to  bring  to  his  recolle&ion 
what  he  faid,  when  a motion  for  reform,  in  1783,  had  been 
made  in  that  Houfe.  He  then  declared,  he  would  lupport 
the  Conftitution,  with  his  life  and  fortune,  againft  two  de» 
fcriptions  of  the  people,  who  combined  tooveiawe  Parlia- 
ment— the  Catholics  of  the  South,  and  the  Prefbyterians  of 
the  North;  they  enjoyed  every  bleffing  while  the  learned 
member  was  in  place,  but  as  foon  as  he  left  office,  they  were 
oppreffed.  The  learned  member,  with  his  ufual  confiftency, 
fupported  the  war,  (which  he  now  inveighed  againft)  while 
a late  Viceroy  directed  the  affairs  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  {hewed  that  his  meaning  had  been  mif- 
tated. 

The  motion  for  the  Repeal  was  then  negatived  by  the 
following  divifion. 

Ayes,  ...  15 

Noes,  - 127 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


THURSDAY — MARCH  23d,  1 797- 

STATE  OF  IRELAND. 

MR.  Fox  rofe  to  make  his  promifed  motion,  and  fpoke 
in  fubftance,  as  follows : 

The  bufinefs  to  which  I now  rife  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe,  is  not  only  critical  in  its  importance,  but  urgent  in 
point  of  time.  I do  not  wifh  to  go  into  all  thecaufes  which 
have  produced  in  Ireland,  that  ferious  difcontent  and  difturb- 
ance,  which  has  communicated  a well  grounded  alarm  in 
every  reflecting  man  in  this  country.  It  is  my  purpofe,  how- 
ever, to  refer  to  a period  fomewhat  diftant,  in  order  to  ac- 
count for  that  unfortunate  fituation  of  the  After  country,  as 
well  to  demonftrate  the  reafons  of  duty  which  ought  to  induce 
the  Houfe  to  agree  to  an  enquiry  which  I mean  to  propofe, 
as  to  explain  the  motives  by  which  I am  actuated  on  the 
prefent  occafion.  In  the  year  1782,  great  and  general  dif- 
content prevailed  in  Ireland,  on  account  of  the  dependance  of 
the  lrifh  Legiflature  upon  the  Parliament  of  this  country, 
and  the  judicial  authority,  which  was  exercifed  in  matters  of 
appeal  from  that  country.  At  this  period,  it  was  deemed 
prudent  by  the  Britilh  Parliament,  to  remove  this  ground  of 
difcontent,  and  to  pafs  an  ad  of  complete  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  the  Irifh  Legiflature.  I am  not  now  toconfider 
whether  this  ad  is  to  be  viewed,  as  a boon,  as  fome  contend- 
ed, or  as  a recognition  of  a right,  as  was  maintained  by 
others.  For  my  own  part  indeed,  I always  considered  it  as 
the  recognition  of  a right,  not  the  exercife  of  an  indulgence ; 
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having  propofed  that  meafure,  however,  whether  taken  as  a 
boon,  or  held  as  the  recognition  of  a right,  I think  myfelf 
bound  to  follow  up  the  principle  on  which  it  proceeded, 
which  was,  to  make  Ireland  fubftantiaily,  and  in  effedt,  in- 
dependent of  this  country  ; to  give  her,  not  on  paper,  or  in 
theory,  but  in  real  poffeflion  and  enjoyment,  the  advantages 
of  a free  Conftitution — to  adopt  thofe  meafures,  which  can 
alone  reftore  tranquillity,  and  promote  that  fincere  and  com- 
plete good  underftanding,  which  ought  to  fubftft  between  the 
twocountries.  To  thofe,  who confider  the  meafure  to  which 
I allude,  as  the  recognition  of  a right,  much  more  thofe  who 
confuler  it  as  a boon,  it  muft  feem  extraordinary,  that  fince 
that  ftep  has  been  taken,  which  on  all  hands  was  held  to  be 
prudent  and  falutary  ; the  feeds  of  diffatisfadtion  have  conti- 
nued to  encreafe,  till  the  difcontents  which  have  long  been 
brooding,  have  at  length  terminated  in  that  hate,  which  no  man 
can  contemplate  without  alarm  and  difmay.  A circumftance 
which  fhould  have  been  fo  litttle  expedted,  loudly  calls  upon 
the  Britifh  Parliament,  who  paffed  the  adt,  to  enquire,  how 
it  has  not  been  attended  with  thofe  beneficial  effects  which  it 
was  fitted  to  produce.  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  of 
inveftigate  the  caufes  of  this  extraordinary  phenomenon,  and 
I feel  it  peculiarly  incumbent  upon  me,  to  draw  their  atten- 
tion to  the  fubjedt,  and  to  promote  the  difcufiion  of  it. 
Without  going  into  minute  details  of  thofe  difcontents,  which 
I have  flated  to  exift,  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  the  fituation 
of  Ireland  is  one  of  great  peril  and  danger.  From  the  lateft 
accounts  which  have  been  received  from  that  country,  it  appears 
that  meafures  of  extreme  rigour  have  already  been  employed 
againft  thofe  which  are  moft  difcontented,  or  as  fome  chofe  to 
reprefent  it,  moft  difaffedted.  In  fuch  a ferious  and  important 
fituation,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  advert  to  the 
ftate  of  the  ftfter  kingdom,  fo  connedfed  with  the  interefts 
and  profperity  of  Great-Britain,  and  approach  the  Throne 
with  that  advice,  which  may  be  calculated  to  avert  the  dan- 
gers which  threaten,  and  to  remedy  the  diftradtions,  which 
prevail.  It  is  fufficient  for  this  purpofe,  to  fhew,  that  Ireland 
is  in  a ftate  of  difturbance  and  difcontent,  and  it  is  materia! 
to  enquire,  how  this  fituation  of  things  has  been  occaftoned. 
Although  a variety  of  circumftances  have  combined  to  produce 
this  ftate,  there  are  two  or  three  leading  points,  to  which  I 
propofe  chiefly  to  diredt  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and  into 
which  they  ought  ferioufly  to  enquire.  Thefe  are,  how 
far,  in  confequence  of  the  conceffions  which  have  been 
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made  to  Ireland,  {lie  has  in  faeft  and  in  fubftafice,  enjoyed  tlic 
advantages  of  an  independent  Legiflature  ; and  whether,  in 
that  form  of  a Free  Conftitution  which  they  obtained,  the 
people  pofiefc  that  political  weight  to  which  they  are  entitled  ; 
and  whether  their  juft  voice  and  influence  have  been  pro- 
moted, far  lefs  perfected,  by  the  alteration  which  was  ef- 
fected ? Other  points  there  may  be,  perhaps  nearly  as  im- 
portant, but  thefe  certainly  are  objetts  of  moft  eflential  con- 
sideration. In  viewing  the  Inhabitants  of  Ireland,  we  find 
that  a very  great  proportion,  about  five-lixths,  as  it  has  ge- 
nerally been  calculated,  are  Roman  Catholics.  It  is  true, 
that  conftderablc  conceflions  have  been  made  in  their  favour, 
and  feveral  of  the  grievances  under  which  they  laboured 
have  apparently  been  removed.  The  queftion,  however,  is, 
whether  in  point  of  fa£I,  thefe  conceflions  have  tended  to  re- 
move difiatisfaiftion,  and  to  conciliate  attachment  ? If  upon 
enquiry  it  (hall  appear,  that  the  mode  in  which  thefe  con- 
ceflions were  made,  and  the  acls  of  the  executive  power  with 
which  they  wrere  accompanied,  have  produced  fevereft  profe- 
cutions  of  a political  nature  ; thofe  who  do, not  miftake  paper 
regulations  and  theoretical  privileges,  for  practical  govern- 
ment, will  be  convinced,  that  in  fa£t  and  in  fubftance,  the 
grounds  of  difeontent  of  the  Roman  Catholics  have  not  been 
redreflfed  ; and  that  in  point  of  right  and  real  pofleflion,  they 
have  been  kept  in  a fituation  worfe  than  that  in  which  they 
previoufly  flood.  Thefe  are  the  principal  points  which  the 
enquiry  muft  embrace,  but  there  are  others  unconnected 
with  the  ftate  of  the  Catholics.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
Northern  part  of  Ireland  are,  by  fome,  confidered  in  a lefs 
favourable  light  and  their  grounds  of  complaint  are  heard 
with  a lefs  favourable  ear.  The  difeontents  of  no  clafs  of 
men  whatever,  ought  to  be  viewed  with  that  averfion,  which 
will  not  fubmit  to  impartial  examination,  and  1 cannot  much 
admire  the  wifdom  of  thofe  by  whom  fuch  prejudices  are 
made  rules  of  conduct.  The  difeontents  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Northern  parts  of  Ireland,  ariie  from  two  caufes  ; one 
of  them  is  the  temporary  preflure  of  a war,  in  which  they 
were  involved  without  intereft  in  the  conteft,  and  the  dif- 
trefles  which  the  calamities  with  which  it  lias  been  attended, 
have  entailed  upon  their  trade  and  commerce  ; the  other 
has  been,  the  abufes  which  they  conceived  to  exift  in  the 
Conftitution  by  which  they  are  governed.  The  Conftitu- 
tion of  Ireland,  they  complain,  does  not  refemble  that  of  Great 
Britain ; they  have  not  a legiflature,  by  which  the  people 
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are  even  virtually  reprefented  ; — and  as  to  political  libertv, 
they  enjoy  as  finall  a portion  of  it,  as  thofe  who  live  under 
monarchies,  in  which  the  principles  of  freedom  have  never 
been  introduced.  As  to  the  fir  11  point,  the  efficacy  of  the 
recognition  in  1782,  an  opinion  prevails  in  Ireland,  that 
whatever  may  have  been  the  intention  with  which  that  mea- 
fure  was  adopted,  it  has  not,  in  fa  Sc  or  in  fubdance,  produced 
a free  and  independent  iegiflature  ; but  that  the  advantages, 
which  the  form  of  a free  Con  dilution  feemed  to  promife, 
have  been  counteracted  by  the  influence  of  the  executive 
government,  and  of  the  Britilli  cabinet.  It  would  be  fortu- 
nate if  this  were  merely  the  language  of  difeontent ; it  would 
be  fortunate  if  this  were  an  opinion,  not  fupported  by  that 
unequivocal  confirmation  it  has  derived  from  the  meafures  of 
government ; it  would  be  fortunate  if  the  fydem  which 
has  been  uniformly  afiled  upon,  did  not  give  to  the  com- 
plaint fo  much  countenance  and  validity.  Without  going 
into  particular  details,  it  is  impoffible  not  to  mention  a few 
c f the  mod  Unking  events  which  eftablith  its  truth.  At  the 
time  of  the  unfortunate  event  of  his  majedy’s  indifpofition, 
the  Iegiflature  of  Ireland  took  a very  decided  part ; the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  did  cenfure  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  the 
eonduCl  he  had  puriued,  and  exprefled  a decided  opinion  on 
the  date  of  public  affairs  at  that  period.  Immediately  after 
this,  however,  and  during  the  adminidration  of  the  fame 
Lord  Lieutenant,  a great  acceffion  of  influence  was  gained 
by  the  crown,  and  the  Parliament  was  prevailed  upon  to 
unfay  all  they  had  laid,  and  to  retrafif  every  opinion  thev 
had  given.  Thefe  are  matters  fo  notorious,  that  they  mud 
be  leen  through  by  all  wdio  e'xercife  their  faculties,  and  the 
conclufion  which  they  prefs,  mud  be  felt  by  all,  but  thofe  who 
will  not  open  their  eyes  to  difeover  the  fubdance  through  the 
form.  It  is  even  matter  of  notoriety  too,  that  a regular  fyf- 
tem  wras  then  devifed  for  enflaving  Ireland.  A perfon  of 
high  confideration  was  known  to  fay,  that  500,000  had  been 
expended  to  quell  an  oppofitidn  in  Ireland,  and  that  as  much 
more  mu  it  be  expended  to  bring  the  Legidature  of  that  coun- 
try to  a proper  temper.  This  fydematical  plan  of  corruption 
upon  principle,  was  followed  up  by  a fui  table  fydem  of  me  a- 
Cures.  It  was  afferted,  and  ottered  to  be  proved  in  the  Irifh 
Parliament,  by  men  of  the  fird  character  and  the  higheft  ta- 
lents, and  when  1 mention  the  name  of  Grattan,  I need  add 
nothing  more  ; that  it  had  been  the  fydem  of  government 
by  fale  of  Peerages,  to  raife  a purfe  to  purchafe  the  re  prefen - 
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tation,  or  rather  die  mifreprefentation  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  1 ’he  charge  was  brought  by  men  of  as  great  abili- 
ties, of  as  unimpcached  honour,  of  as  high  public  character 
and  private  virtue,  ns  ever  appeared  either  in  that  country  or 
in  this  ; by  men  too,  who  feel  as  fincere  an  attachment  to 
Great  Britain,  who  cherifh  the  connection  which  fubfifts, 
and  who  would  be  as  much  alarmed  as  any  men  whatever, 
at  any  cirtumftanccs  which  might  threaten  to  involve  a re- 
paration. It  was  offered  to  be  proved,  that  an  equality,  or 
even  a majority  of  the  Hcufe  of  Commons,  were  creatures  of 
the  Crown.  Their  language  was,  that  in  form,  and  upon 
paper  thev  poffeffed  an  independent  Conftifution,  which  the 
influence -of  the  Executive  Government,  completely  controul-^ 
ed,  totally  counteracted.  Another  proof  of  this  fub- 
' ffantial  dependence  upon  the  Executive  Government  was 
evinced,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  demands  of  the  Catho- 
I cs  had  at  different  times  been  treated.  Their  fir  If  petition 
merely  prayed  for  a remedy  to  iome  of  the  mo  ft  oppreftive 
grievances  under  which  they  laboured,  and  in  the  humbieft 
ftiie  folicited  indulgence  and  conccffion.  An  immenfe  ma^ 
jority  of  the  Hcufe  of  Commons  were  not  content  with  re- 
fufing  the  defire  of  the  petition,  but  they  refolved  to  fix  upon 
it  a mark  of  particular  infult,  by  voting  its  rejection.  In  this 
haughty  and  infulting  vote  every  Member  under  the  influ- 
ence of  government  concurred.  The  very  next  Seftion, 
however,  when  the  War  was  begun,  and  when  a more  conci- 
liatory conduCt  was  deemed  prudent,  a petition  comprehend- 
ing claims  much  more  extenfive,  obtained  a reception  very 
(different  from  their  former  modeft  pretenfions.  The  Crown 
•recommended  the  claim,  and  the  fame  Minifters  who  had 
■caufed  it  to  be  indignantly  1 ejeCted,  now  carried  the  vote  by 
which  pretenfions  far  more  important  were  fanCtioned,  Of 
tins  oppoiite  conduct,  which  the  Executive  Government  thus 
tihpiayed,  I moft  certainly  approve  the  latter  part ; but  it  is 
not  as  deferving  approbation  that  I now  infill:  upon  it,  but  I 
■mention  it  to  (hew  that  it  is  not  the  representation  of  a fac- 
tious deolaimer,  that  it  is  not  mere  cant  and  nonfenfe  to  aflert, 
.that  the  independence  of  the  Irith  Legiflature  is  a delufion, 
and  that  their  freedom  vanilhes  before  the  breath  of  the  Mf- 
nifter.  How  can  fuch  contrariety  of  conduCl  be  accounted 
for,  but  upon  the  conclufion  that  the  influence  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government  is  the  caufe  from  which  it  proceeds  ? when 
Earl  Fitzwiiliam  went  to  Ireland  in  the  capacity  of  Lord 
Lieutenant,  it  was  under ftood  that  he  left  London  with  the 
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approbation  of  Minifters,  in  favour  of  the  complete  Eman- 
cipation of  the  Catholics,  and  though  no  fuch  vote  ever  pair- 
ed the  Legiflature,  no  doubt  was  entertained  that  the  mea- 
fure  was  to  take  effect,  and  that  it  would  have  experienced 
the  mod  complete  fupport  from  Parliament.  However  1 
differ  with  my  Noble  Friend,  upon  much  of  his  fyftem  of  po- 
litics, it  cannot  be  denied  that  he  was  the  moft  popular  Lord 
Lieutenant,  with  all  ranks  of  men,  that  had  ever  been  fent  to 
govern  Ireland  ; but  after  the  hopes  which  had  been  raifed, 
after  the  known  preparation  of  Parliament  to  vote  the  complete 
Emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  he  is  fuddenly  difmiffed,  the 
whole  fyftem  is  reverled,  and  thequelfion  which  a few  weeks 
before  would  have  been  carried  with  unanimity,  is  rejedied 
by  a vad  majority.  What  was  this  but  the  inoft  infultirfg  dis- 
play of  the  dependance  of  the  Irifh  Legiflature  ? was  it  not 
a proof  beyohd  a thoufand  demon (Irations,  that  the  meafure 
of  1782,  had  been  rendered  completely  inefficacious ; that  m 
fadl  Ireland  had  gained  nothing,  that  they  were  placed  in  a 
Pate  of  degradation  beyond  any  former  period  ? The  effedls 
of  this  perievering  and  avowed  fyftem  of  duplicity,  might  in- 
deed he  different,  according  to  the  charadler  and  htuation  of 
thofe  on  whom  it  operated.  The  lower  claffes  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  unfortunately  not  more  enlightened,  not  better  in- 
formed, nor  perhaps  fo  well  ns  the  peafantry  in  other  coun- 
tries, might  be  unable  to  fpcculate  upon  political  circum- 
ftances,  and  to  reafon  upon  events,  might  yet  feel  its  effedls. 
The  Inhabitants  of  the  Northern  parts,  as  well  informed,  as 
intelligent,  as  enlightened  as  the  middling  claffes  in  Great 
Britain,  or  any  other  counti  v,  would  view  the  fyftem  with  a 
more  diferiminating  glance  ; they  would  be  able  to  combine 
the  difpohtion  which  they  law  man  Hefted  with  the  conftitu- 
tional  grievances  under  which  they  laboured,  and  it  would 
at  once  heighten  their  fenfc  of  abufes,  and  their  defire  of  Re- 
form— but  even  the  conceffions  which  were  extended  to  the 
Catholics,  were  eondudted  upon  a plan  which  feemed  ftndi- 
oufly  intended  by  government  to  damp  the  joy  of  their  fuc- 
cels.  Before  I proceed,  I muft  nauft  here  beg  leave  pointedly 
to  exprefs  my  abhorrence  of  the  maxim  divide  et  impera , 
and  efpecially,  that  by  Inch  a maxim  the  government  of  Ire- 
land fhould  be  regulated ; on  the  contrary,  I am  convinc- 
ed that  in  order  to  render  Ireland  happy  in  itlelf,  and  ufeful 
in  its  connedlion  with  this  country,  every  idea  of  fubfift- 
ing  by  divifion  ought  to  be  relinquished,  and  that  the  objedfc 
of  government  fhould  be  to  effedl  a compleat  union  of  all 
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ranks  of  men.  Difapproving,  as  1 do  inoft  heartily,  the  prin- 
ciple 1 have  mentioned,  I cannot  help  being  furprized  that 
a government  fo  littie  diipoied  to  adt  upon  the  principles 
of  juftice  or  of  liberty,  had  acted  as  if  it  had  been  their  aim 
to  undo  every  party.  So  little  was  it  the  objedt  to  infpire 
the  Catholics  with  gratitude  for  what  had  been  conceded, 
that  opinions  were  given  without  concealment,  which  left 
little  room  for  exultation  in  what  had  been  obtained,  it  was 
ufual  for  men  of  confideration  in  Ireland,  to  talk  as  if  what 
had  been  done  was  an  act  of  necedity,  which  on  a lit  occa- 
fion  would  be  recalled;  hodile  fufpicions  were  infinuated,  not 
merely  againft  the  lower  order  of  Catholics,  whom  it 
feemed  to  be  the  policy  of  government,  weakly  and  wicked- 
ly to  divide  from  the  higher  rank,  but  againb  men  of  the  hi  ll 
rel'pedfability,  of  conliderable  property,  and  unimpeached 
character,  and  undoubted  loyalty ; numbers  were  taken  up 
under  charges  of  high  treafon,  and  when  acquitted  it  appear- 
ed that  no  ground  of  fufpicion  could  ever  have  been  enter- 
tained againll  them.  What  could  be  the  object  of  fuch  pro- 
ceedings, but  to  convince  the  Catholics  that  the  concefl’ions 
in  their  lavour  were  extorted,  that  the  hodile  mind  hill  ex- 
ited, and  that  they  were  ft  ill  marked  out  as  the  vidtims  of 
the  mod;  cruel  proferiptions  and  oppredion  ? Private  animo- 
iities  too  arofe,  and  produced  thofe  different  claffes  of  dif- 
turbers  of  the  public  peace,  about  which  lo  much  has  been 
laid.  The  remedies  applied  tended  to  foment  the  evil.  The 
authority  of  the  laws  was  fuperfeded.  Thofe  againft  whom 
conviftions,  it  was  thought,  could  be  procured,  were  taken 
up,  and  thofe  whom  it  would  be  impoffiblc  to  convidt,  were 
traniported  in  great  numbers,  without  the  ceremony  of  a trial, 
or  the  form  of  c©nvi£lion. — To  enable  the  government  to 
purfue  thefe  violent  meafures,  the  infurredtion  law  was 
paffed.  Thofe  who  delight  in  violent  meafures,  and  there 
are  many  in  thofe  times,  with  whom  it  is  a favourite  policy, 
was  ravilhed  to  think  how  ealily  quiet  was  reilored  by  this 
remedy,  and  rejoiced  in  the  effedt  of  their  application'.  But 
the  lapfe  of  a very  few  years,  has  Ihewn  them  the  conle- 
quence  of  their  conduct,  and  the  miierable  fallacy  of  their 
realonings.  Let  them  now  look  to  the  operation  of  violent 
meafures,  and  reap  the  hal  ved  of  the  feeds  which  then  were 
lown.  Other  laws  nearly  as  objedtionable  as  the  iniurrec- 
tion  la\V  were  alfo  adopted,  and  to  one  of  thofe  I mud  parti- 
cularly call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  in  order  to  Ihe\v  the 
iuefficacy  of  violent  remedies,  to  fupport  a fydem  againd  the 
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will  of  the  people.  It  was  thought  a point  of  the  firft  necef- 
fity,  to  prevent  the  people  who  were  the  objedts  of  jealoufy 
from  procuring  arms.  Conlulering  the  ftrength  which  the 
government  in  Ireland  pofTeffed,  it  might  have  been  fuppof- 
ed,  that  none  could  have  obtained  arms,  but  thofe  who  were 
armed  by  the  licence  or  command  of  the  Executive  Power. 
Such,  however,  has  been  confidered  the  extent  of  the  danger, 
that  a rigour  beyond  any  former  meafure,  has  been  employed 
in  difarming  the  people.  From  one  violent  meafure  to  ano- 
ther, the  exercife  of  one  inordinate  authority,  has  continued 
the  demand  for  iricreafed  powers,  while  remedies  have 
ftrengthened  the  difeafe,  and  the  alarms  magnified  the  dan- 
gers. Thus  every  one  of  their  fchemes  has  produced  the  very 
effedts  againft  which  they  wifhed  to  guard,  and  lucli  is  con- 
fidered the  danger  of  the  people  having  arms  in  their  power, 
that  to  difarm  them  is  again  thought  an  object  of  the  frit 
neceffity,  to  be  accomplifhed  by  any  means.  1 know,  how- 
ever, that  there  are  fome  who  are  free  from  any  apprehensi- 
on of  danger  to  government  from  an  union  of  different  reli- 
gious parties,  and  who  imagine  that  old  prejudices  will  form 
an  infuperable  bar  to  inch  a union.  For  my  own  part,  I 
fhould  be  ferry  if  this  idea  were  well  founded.  But  fuiely, 
while  on  the  one  hand  government  were  difarming  the 
Prefbyterians,  and  inflaming  the  rdentments  of  the  Catho- 
lics, they  could  not  hope  for  the  abidance  of  the  latter  in 
cafe  they  were  obliged  to  depend  upon  that  sffl dance  to  keep 
the  other  part  in  fubjedtion.  I am  aware,  however,  that 
opinions  are  held  out,  that  the  Catholics  have  no  fubdantial 
claims  upon  the  government,  and  the  Prefbyterians  lefs  than 
the  former,  who  now  enjoy  every  privilege,  except  the  ac- 
cefs  to  high  offices,  and  the  capacity  of  ferving  in  Parliament. 
But  I would  afk,  on  what  principle ^of  right,  on  what  prin- 
ciple of  juft  ice,  ought  the  legiflature  to  exclude  hve-fixths 
of  the  whole  inhabitants  of  the  country  from  all  (hare  of  po- 
litical power  ? But  it  is  invidioufly  objected  by  the  govern- 
ment, that  to  the  Catholics  it  is  not  civil  liberty  which  they 
wifhed,  but  it  is  power  and  emolument  which  they  purine. 
To  this  I would  anfwer  for  the  Catholics,  yes,  nor  is  it  any 
diferedit  that  they  fhould  be  adluated  by  inch  defire.  But 
to  deliver  my  opinion,  I would  lay,  that  civil  liberty  can 
have  no  fecurity  with  political  power.  To  afk  civil  liberty 
without  political  power,  would  be  to  act  like  weak  men, 
and  to  afk  the  pofleflion  of  a right  for  the  enjoyment  of 
which  they  could  have  no  fecurity.  I know  that  diftindtions 

have 


[ 2I7  ] 

have  been  made  between  civil  and  political  liberty,  and  I 
admit  that  it  is  poflible  for  whole  clafles,  whole  calls  and 
deferiptions  of  men  to  enjoy  the  one  without  po  lie  fling  the 
other.  Still,  however,  1 uffert,  that  it  can  be  only  by  fuffer- 
ance.  I admit  that  civil  liberty  is  of  a higher  kind,  but  this 
1 contend,  that  political  power  is  the  only  fecurity  for  the 
enjoyment  of  the  other.  The  Catholics  may  juftly  fay, 
therefore,  that  it  is  not  this  or  that  conceflion  that  will  f^isfy 
us,  but  give  ns  that  which  alone  can  give  us  fecurity  for 
its  continuance.  It  is  objected  to,  that  the  Catholics  are  not 
merely  ambitious  of  power,  but  adluated  by  means  of  private 
emolument.  But  if  this  were  true,  is  it  improper  that  the 
Catholics,  contributing  fo  largely  to  the  fupport  of  govern- 
ment, fhould  be  defirous  to  fit are  the  emoluments  which  it 
bellows,  as  a compenfation  for  what  they  fncrifice?  The 
compenfation  indeed  is  trifling:  but  Hill  fhould  they  in  point 
of  right  he  excluded  from  their  proportion  ? Yet  how  ftroag- 
iy  will  their  claim  be,  when  it  is  confidered  who  are  the 
difputants  ? Are  the  Catholics  to  be  told  by  a few  mono- 
poliflng  politicians,  who  engrofs  all  places,  all  reverfions,  all 
emoluments,  all  patronages,  by  which  they  fecure  to  them- 
felves  thefe  advantages,  “ O ! you  bafe  Catholics,  you  think 
of  nothing  but  your  private  emolument.  You  perverfe 
generation,  who  have  already  been  permitted  to  vote  for 
members  to  fit  in  Parliament,  are  ;-u  fo  bafe  as  to  urge  the 
difgraceful  demand  of  a fhare  in  perfonal  emoluments  ? — 
The  Catholics  are  men,  and  are  to  be  governed  as  human 
nature  requires  to  be  governed. — The  expence  of  maintaining 
all  governments  mufl  be  confiderable,  and  that  of  Ireland  is 
cerainlv  not  a model  of  economy.  Of  the  emoluments 
aritiug  out  of  the  ellablifhments  of  government,  the  Catho- 
lics have  a juft  right  to  participate  ; and  for  a frnall  and  in- 
terefted  minority  to  imagine  that  they  can  monopoiife  all 
thefe  advantages  to  themfelves,  is  a p re  ten  (ion  which  will 
not  be  admitted  ; mankind  are  not  to  be  treated  in  this  man- 
ner, and  it  is  not  now-a-days  that  fuch  claims  will  pafs 
current  in  the  world.  The  loyalty  and  adlivity  of  the 
Catholics  upon  the  late  attempted  invafon,  is  now  the  theme 
of  the  higheft  panegyric  ; hut  it  is  empty  unavailing  praife, 
Laudatur  et  alget  is  the  ftuation  of  the  Catholic  loyalty.  The 
qualities  which  are  fo  much  extolled,  ought  to  be  rewarded 
by  conferring  upon  their  pofteflbrs  thofe  juft  claims  which 
are  yet  denied  them,  the  total  abolition  of  all  diftindtion  ; to 
remove  every  mark  by  which  religious  difference  could  b© 
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k nown,  is  a condition  which  the  minority,  one  fhould  chink* 
would  be  glad  to  accept  vvith  a joy  bordering  on  gratitude.  [ 
know  that  the  meaning  of  the  word  Proteftant,  is  much 
limited  in  its  fignffication  by  fome,  and  that  the  Prefbyterian 
Di (Tenters  do  not  receive  even  the  name  of  Proteftants  ; (till, 
however,  I am  de (irons  to  retain  the  word,  as  I do  not  ex- 
actly coincide  with  the  zealous  diftinftion  of  thofe  to  whom 
I aljjjde.  What  have  the  Proteftant  Diflenters  to  complain 
of?  It  is  ftfid  ; they  may  1'ervc  in  Parliament,  and  as  the  Teft 
Aft  which  here  has  been  held  fo  neceffary  to  the  fecurity  of 
the  Church  and  the  defence  of  the  Monarchy  is  no  longer 
thought  requifite,  they  may  hold  offices  without  any  obftacle 
or  difficulty.  Before  I proceed  to  confider  the  fttuation  of 
the  Proteftants,  there  is  one  point  relative  to  the  Catholics 
which  I ought  to  explain  ; it  has  been  Paid  that  the  Catholics 
are  entitled  to  vote  for  Members  of  Parliament,  and  the  fal- 
lacy of  this  boafted  privilege  ought  to  be  expofed  ; except 
in  the  counties,  the  reprefentation  of  Ireland  was,  in  what  is 
here  known  by  the  name  of  clofe  Corporations.  The  animo- 
(ities  which  formerly  fubfifted  are  anxioufly  kept  up  by  the 
executive  government,  and  they  favour  the  determination 
to  exclude  the  Catholics  from  the  Corporations,  fo  that  their 
privilege  is  thus  almoft  entirely  evaded.  Thus  they  confer 
in  theory  a power,  which  they  are  careful  to  defeat  in  prac- 
tice. Thofe  who  efteemed  this  privilege  then  muft  be  very 
fond  of  theories  upon  paper,  and  very  unconcerned  about 
their  practical  effeft  ; yet  , however  good  theorifts  they  may 
be  upon  fuch  principles,  they  are  not  likely  aft  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  afford  much  latis^aftion,  or  produce  much  be- 
nefit to  mankind.  The  Prefbyterians  confider  their  griev- 
ances to  confift  in  the  abufes  of  the  government,  which 
they  have  not  means  to  remedy.  They  wifli  for  the  fubftan- 
tial  bleffings  of  the  Englifh  conftitution  ; they  wi(h  for  the 
political  principles  on  which  that  conftitution  is  founded. — 
Whoever  imagines  that  a practical  refemblance  exifted  be- 
tween the  government  of  Ireland  and  the  Englifh  conftitu- 
tion, would  find  that  the  Irifh  government  is  a mirror  in 
which  the  abules  of  this  conftitution  are  ftrongly  reflefled.  I 
will  not  fpeak  of  the  abufes  of  which  we  have  been  ufed  to 
complain,  but  if  I were  defirous  to  reconcile  any  one  to  the 
abufes  of  the  once  celebrated  and  admirable  Britifh  con- 
ftitution, it  would  be  by  a comparifon  with  thofe  of  Ire- 
land. Whatever  may  have  been  thought  of  the  plans  of 
Parliameniry  Reform  which  have  been  agitated  here,  (till 
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ft  were  always  admitted  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  Should 
be  at  leaft  a virtual  reprefentation  of  the  people.  It  cer- 
tainly was  ftating  the  point  of  virtual  reprefentation  very 
high,  when  it  was  afferted  in  this  Houfe,  that  though  all  the 
v reprefentatives  of  England  were  chofen  by  the  county  of 
h/litldlefex,  it  would  be  no  reafon  for  reform,  fo  long  as  luch 
a Parliament  difeharged  its  duty  as  a Parliament.  But  are 
the  people  of  Ireland  unreasonable,  when  they  complain 
that  they  have  not  the  advantage  even  of  virtual  reprefenta- 
tion— when  they  complain  that  the  jobbing  iyftem  of  influ- 
ence and  patronage  for  purpofes  of  perfonal  advantage,  is 
an  abufe  that  totally  deffroys  the  fpirit  of  their  form  of  go- 
vernment, and  a practical  nuifance  which  cannot  be  endur- 
ed ? To  fuppofe  that  a large,  induftrious,  a£tive,.and  intelli- 
gent body  of  men  can  be  governed  againft  the  principles 
they  have  imbibed,  and  the  prejudices  by  which  they  are 
guided,  is  an  idea  which  hiftory  and  human  nature  prove  to 
be  abfurd.  In  fa£t,  we  now  are  precifely  at  the  point  ia 
which  we  flood  in  1774  with  America,  and  the  question  is, 
whether  we  are  to  attempt  to  retain  Ireland  by  force,  inflead 
of  endeavouring  to  gain  by  conceffions,  and  to  conciliate  by 
conferring  the  full  and  fubftantial  blelTings  of  a free  conftitu- 
tion  ? The  circumflances  in  fome  refpedts  are  different,  and 
it  may  be  discovered  that  the  di fiance  of  America,  and  its 
population  extended  over  an  immenfe  tra£I  of  country,  were 
disadvantages  peculiar  to  that  conteft.  I remember,  how- 
ever, that  the  extent  of  the  population  of  America  was  dated 
as  an  advantage,  as  it  would  prevent  fudden  collections  of 
people.  So  favourable  was  circumftances  conceived  to  be, 
that  an  officer  boafted  that  with  a fingle  company  of  grena- 
diers, or  a fingle  regiment,  I do  not  remember  which,  he 
would  march  from  one  end  of  America  to  the  other,  and 
though  he  had  been  able  to  realize  his  boaft,  I know  not  what 
mighty  advantage  it  could  have  produced  I well  remember 
that  at  that  period  to  which  Tallude,  the  expreffion  of  the 
American  war,  which  I was  the  hill  in  the  Houfe  to  ufe,  was 
treated  with  the  utmoft  ridicule,  and  to  call  fome  riots  at 
Bofton  by  the  appellation  of  a war,  was  confidered  as  a great 
abfurdity.  Some  may  treat  the  idea  of  a war  with  Ireland 
with  the  fame  contempt  and  lidicule,  and  I fincerely  hope 
that  experience  will  not  decide  fo  triumphantly  in  my  favour 
as  on  the  former  occafion.  Whenever  I fee  a government 
defirous  to  decide  by  torce  againft  the  will  of  the  majority,  in 
thefe  circumflances  I fee  the  danger  of  civil  war.  There  is 
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this  difference  now  in  our  fituation,  that  the  ftate  of  cuf 
finances  may  deter  us  from  encountering  fuch  hazardous  en- 
terprizes.  In  the  other  cafe  we  were  right  and  profperous, 
Stultitiam  patiuntur  epes  might  then  be  faid  of  our  fituation; — 
but  now  the  critical  ftate  of  affairs,  and  the  embarraffed 
ftate  of  our  finances,  forbade  that  prodigality  of  refource, 
and  fimilar  dangers  ot  experiment.  In  circumftances  like  the 
prefent,  I believe  no  man  who  was  in  his  Majefty’s  Councils 
at  the  beginning  of  the  American  war,  would  have  been  mad 
enough  to  have  embarked  in  the  conteft.  I hope  and  truft 
that  the  difeontents  which  threaten  the  feparation  of  Ireland, 
will  be  diffipated  without  the  neceffity  of  a war.  But  now 
the  extremity  of  rigour  has  been  tried,  the  feverity  of  def- 
potifm  has  been  let  loofe,  and  the  government  is  driven  to 
that  ftate  when  the  laws  were  not  to  be  put  in  execution, 
but  to  be  fuperfeded.  Ireland  was  in  that  ftate  which  a 
perfon  well  acquainted  with  the  fubject,  defined  to  be  def- 
potifm — “ Where  the  executive  power  is  every  thing,  and 
the  rights  of  the  people  nothing.”  At  the  beginning 
of  the  American  conteft,  the  province  of  Maffachufets  Bay 
was  difarmed,  but  1 do  not  think  that  if  this  province  had 
been  left  armed  the  feparation  of  the  American  Colonies 
would  have  been  accelerated.  The  people  of  Ireland  are 
now  in  that  ftate  when  if  they  fhould  chule  to  refift,  a conteft: 
mull  enfue,  the  iffue  of  which  nuift  be  doubtful.  In  the  com- 
mencement of  the  American  war  I had  made  fuch  an  obser- 
vation of  the  difpofition  of  the  regular  governments  of  Eu- 
rope, that  I was  convinced  that  France  would  aid  America. 
In  the  prefent,  there  can  be  no  room  for  doubt  that  the  French 
would  make  it  a chief  point  of  their  policy  to  give  aftiftance 
to  the  infurgents.  But  fuppofe  you  were  to  fucceed  in  dif- 
arming the  whole  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  you  muft  keep 
them  in  that  ftate  by  force.  If  you  do  not  allay  their  difeontents, 
there  is  no  way  but  force  to  keep  them  in  obedience.  Can 
you  convince  them  by  the  muffed  that  their  principles  are 
falfe  ? Can  you  prove  to  them  by  the  bayonet  that  their 
pretenfions  are  unjuft  ? Can  you  demonftrate  to  them  by 
martial  law  that  they  enjoy  the  bleffmgs  of  a free  conftitu- 
tution  ? No.  It  is  faid,  but  they  may  be  deterred  from  the 
profecution  of  the  objects  which  you  have  determined  to  re- 
fufe.  But  on  what  hiftory  is  this  founded  ? On  the  hiftory 
of  Ireland  itfelf?  No — for  the  hiftory  of  Ireland  proves,  that 
tho’  repeatedly  fubdued  it  could  not  be  kept  in  awe  by  force 
; - ■ — and 
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— and  the  late  examples  will  prove  the  effeCt  which  feverity 
inay  be  expeCted  to  produce.  The  character  of  the  people 
who  inhabit  the  North  of  Ireland  has  been  feverely  fligma- 
tized.  For  my  own  part,  it  is  not  my  habit  to  admit  a fixed 
dilhke  againft  any  bodies  of  men,  nor  do  I fee  any  thing  in 
thefe  to  jultify  iuch  diilike.  But  it  is  faid  thefe  men  are  of 
the  old  leaven.  They  are  indeed  of  the  old  leaven,  that  ref- 
cued  the  country  from  the  tyranny  of  Charles  I.  and  James  II. 
— they  are  of  that  leaven  which  afferted  and  defended  the 
principles  of  liberty — they  are  of  that  leaven  which  ferment- 
ed, which  kneaded  together  the  freedom  of  the  Britifh  con- 
Ititufion.  If  thefe  principles  were  carried  to  excefs,  it  is  an  ex- 
cefs  to  which  I am  more  paitial  than  to  the  oppofite  extreme 
— The  oppi'tftions  they  have  fufft red  is  lome  apology.  They 
have  been  provokef — they  have  been  declared  out  of  the 
King’s  peace — they  have  feen  their  friends’  taken  up  on  ac- 
cusations of  high  treafon,  and  I have  feen  too  much  of  the 
fpecies  of  charges  of  high  treafon  which  Minifters  can  bring, 
to  infer  guilt  from  acculation.  Their  acts  of  kindnefs  to  their 
neighbours,  who  were  taken  up  on  theie  charges,  have  been 
conflrued  into  breach  of  the  peace — and  to  attend  the  funeral 
of  a companion  killed  by  the  unnecefTary  interference  of  the 
military,  has  been  deemed  an  aflembly  to  be  difperfed  by  the 
bayonet.  It  it  faid  they  are  Republicans — but  the  vigour 
with  which  the  adminifiration  of  a Monarchy  can  be  con- 
ducted, may  realize  the  accufation,  and  compel  them  to  be- 
come in  reality  what  they  have  been  reprefented  on  the  ur- 
gent fuipicion  of  having  been.  But  could  they  be  kept  in 
awe  without  continued  force,  and  then  could  they  be  truffed 
Ihould  the  force  be  withdrawn  ? People  of  their  imputed 
character  will  only  fubmit  fo  long  as  they  can  be  compelled. 
For  that  objeCt  the  afliftance  of  the  Catholics  cannot  be  ex- 
peCted,  and  military  force  mult  be  the  only  dependance. — 
What  then  was  to  be  done  ? I wili  anfwer  on  the  principles 
of  the  eloquent  and  philofophic  fpeech  of  Mr.  Burke,  on 
American  Conciliation.  “ You  mu  ft  concede  and  conciliate. 
Liberty,  faid  Mr.  Burke,  in  a paflage  of  feme  other  part  of 
his  works,  tor  any  practical  purpofe,  is  that  which  the  people 
think  fo  ; you  muft  give  them  that  government  which  they 
wi  fh  ; you  muft  give  them  the  Britifh  conftitution  in  its  fub- 
(tance  and  fpirit.  The  conceftion  to  be  made  to  the  differ- 
ent parties  are  not  inconfiltent ; the  one  party  will  not  repine 
at  th«  latisfaCtion  which  the  other  obtains.  Who  then  would 
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be  diffatisfied  by  fuch  conceffions ! Not  the  Ariftocracy— 
for  I will  not  call  it  by  fo  refpe&able  a name  ; and  is  that  mi- 
ferablc,  monopolizing  minority  to  be  pur  in  the  balance  with 
the  prdervation  ot  the  empire,  and  the  happinets  of  a whole 
people  ? I will  repeat,  therefore,  that  you  muff  employ  con- 
ceflion,  and  thefe  conceffions  v x\\  effeft  the  object  you  pro- 
propofe  Arms  can  onl  be  the  lad  reforr.  The  people  of 
Ireland  have  been  ridiculed  for  the  blunders  they  are  faid  to 
commit,  and  which  in  reality  are  exprefltons  of  (hong  fenfe 
and  great  acuienefs.  I uili  therefore  fav,  that  in  the  fame 
manner  you  can  only  govern  Ireland  by  letting  her  have  her 
own  way.  The  conk-quences  of  a war  with  Ireland  are 
dreadful  to  contemplate  ; public  horrors  would  be  fo  increafed 
by. private  feelings,  as  to  fpread  univerfal  mifery  thro*  both 
countries  ; the  connection  is  fo  interwoven  between  the  indi- 
viduals ot  the  two  countries,  that  no  rupture  can  happen 
without  wounding  the  mod  tender  friendthips  and  the  mod 
facred  ties  ; rigour  has  already  been  attempted,  let  concdlion 
and  conciliation  then  be  tried  before  the  lad  appeal  is  hazard- 
ed. I fcarce  can  conceive  that  any  objection  can  be  urged 
againft  .the  prefent  motion  in  point  of  form.  The  intererts 
of  this  country  and  of  Ireland  are  the  fame;  its  aff.iirs  are 
condudkd  by  Minifters  and  the  Britifn  Cabinet,  and  it  is  the 
privilege  of  this  Houfe  to  advife  his  Majedy  If  I were  to 
juftify  the  meafure  bv  precedent,  I might  quote  ihe  cafe  of 
an  impeachmen  oftheEailof  Lauderdale  by  the  Englifh  Par- 
liament before  the  Union,  for  his  conduct  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Scotland.  But  why  fh  uid  I Epeak  of  forms  when 
the  confequence  of  the  difcontenls  in  Ireland  may  be  a conted 
to  be  fupported  by  Englifh  men  and  Englifh  money.  I (ball 
theiefore  move, 

“ Tliat  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
e<  to  intreat  his  Majefty  that  he  will  be  gracioufty  pleafed  to 
« lake  into  his  Royal  confideration  the  difturbed  ftate  of  Ire- 
<<  land,  and  to  adopt  fuch  heaiin?  and  lenient  meafures  as 
« n ay  appear  to  his  Majefty  to  be  bed  calculated  to  rtftore 
<<  tranquillity  and  to  conciliate  the  differences  that  at  prelent 
“ fuTift  in  that  country 

Sir  Francis  BrTRDETT.  Mr.  Speaker,  I rife  in  order 
to  fecund  the  motion  brought  forward  by  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  below  me.  Whoever  has  the  flighted  infor- 
mation concerning  the  fituation  of  Ireland,  mud  concur  as 
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to  the  propriety  of  that  motion  ; hut  without  having  been  an 
eye-witnefs  to  the  efFe£Is  produced  by  the  meafures  of  the 
Minifler  in  that  country,  it  is  impoflible  to  have  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  evils  anting  from  them.  Who- 
ever has  teen  Ireland,  has  feen  a country  where  the  fields 
are  delolated,  and  the  prifons  overflowing  with  the  vi£litns 
of  oppreflion — has  feen  the  Blocking  contrail;  between  a pro- 
fligate, extravagant  government,  and  an  entlaved  and  impove- 
rished People. — One  perlon  now  immured  within  the  walls 
of  a dungeon  in  Dublin  Caflie,  I have  the  honour  of  being 
conne&ed  with — for  honour  as  well  as  happineis  I fhall 
ever  efteem  it,  by  the  ftrongefl;  ties  of  frien  fhip  and  affec- 
tion, who  l know  to  be  as  incapable  of  treafon  to  his  country, 
(Good  Gdd  ! that  treafon  to  Ireland  and  the  name  of 
O’Connor  fliould  be  prepofleroufly  coupled  together  !) — as 
he  is  capable  of  every  thing  that  is  great,  generous,  and 
noble  for  his  country ’s  good  ; — a man  wdiole  whole  conduit 
delineates  the  exait  line  of  rectitude  and  honour — wnofe  pri- 
vate virtues  equal,  they  cannot  furpals,  the  integrity  of  his 
public  conduit,  who  is  indeed  endowed  with  every  good 
as  well  as  every  great  qualification,  and  of  whom  it  may 
fairly  be  faid, 

Nil  non  laudandum,  aut  dixit,  aut  fenfit,  aut  fecit. 

When  fuch  men  become  the  objeils  of  fear  and  hatred  to 
government,  it  is  not  difficult  to  afeertain  the  nature  of  their 
government.  But  perhaps,  Sir,  it  may  be  faid,  that  I fpeak 
more  like  a difeontented  Jriliiman,  than  like  a true  friend  to 
the  interefts  of  England.  Sir,  1 fpeak  like  a friend  to  huma- 
nity and  liberty,  and  like  an  enemy  tocrueity  and  oppreflion. 
Sir,  1 believe  the  intereflsof  Ireland  and  of  this  country  to  be  the 
fame,  I believe  it  the  interefl:  of  both  countries,  that  both  fhould 
be  free.  What  was  laid  by  a great  man.  concerning  America,  is, 
I think,  (fill  more  applicable  with  re  1 peel  to  Ireland.  “ I rejoice, 
(faid  Ld.  Chatham)  in  the  refi  fiance  of  America,  becaufe  I be- 
lieve three  millions  of  men  enflaved  in  that  country,  would  be- 
come the  properefl;  inftruments  or  e:. Having  this.”  There  is. 
Sir,  in  my  opinion,  one  way,  and  only  one,  for  laving  Ireland, 
for  laving  England  ; that  is,  to  dived:  the  prelent  Minifler  of 
that  power,  he  has  fo  long  and  fo  fatally  abufed  ; and  to  call 
him  to  a ftri£l  account  for  his  cnndudt.  at  the  tribunal  of  his 
country.  If  we  have  not  resolution,  if  we  have  not  energy, 
if  we  have  not  the  means  to  accomplish  this,  I know  not  whe- 
ther the  country  can  be  faved  j but  this  I know,  that  it  is  not 
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worth  the  faving.  After  the  able  fpeech  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, 1 fhall  content  myfelf  with  feconding  the  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer- — Sir,  of  fo  ge- 
neral a nature  are  the  terms  of  the  Addrefs  juft  moved,  that 
it  is  impoftible  for  any  man,  forming  a judgment  of  the  vote 
he  ought  to  give  on  fuch  a queftion,  to  fupport  that  judgment 
without  a reference  to  thofe  topics  which  made  fo  confiderable 
a part  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman’s  fpeech.  None  of  thofe 
topics  appear  on  the  face  of  the  addrefs  * and  therefore,  with- 
out a reference  to  the  fpeech  by  which  the  Hon.  Mover  in- 
troduced the  motion,  the  addrefs  itfelf  would  be  not  only  in- 
diftindf , vague  and  indefinite,  but  in  a great  degree  nugatory. 
The  Hon.  Gentleman  has  made  a fpeech,  founded  on  a re- 
view of  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  Irifh  legiflat lire,  from  the 
period  when  the  exclufive  right  of  making  laws  for  Ireland 
was  recognifed  to  belong  to  the  Irifh  Parliament ; and  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  confidersthe  Irifh  legiflature  at  that  period, 
when  it  ceafed  to  be,  both  by  the  principles  and  letter  of 
the  conflitution,  fubjedt  to  the  controul  of  the  Parliament  of 
this  country,  he  recommends  that  an  alteration  from  that  prin- 
ciple fhculd  be  adopted.  It  was  natural  enough,  when  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  came  to  ftate  thofe  diftindt  lubjedls  which 
call  for  the  interference  of  the  Parliament  of  this  country,  to 
have  recourfe  to  that  period  when  we  recognifed  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.  That  we  did,  at  the 
period  to  which  he  has  referred,  recognife  the  principle  that 
the  foie  power  of  legiflating  for  Ireland  was  in  that  country 
cxclufively,  is  a point  fo  clear  that  it  is  unneceffary  for 
me  to  dwell  upon  it.  I think  no  one  will  difpute  the  truth 
of  that  principle  ; and  if  we  did  then  recognife  fuch  a prin- 
ciple, the  queftion,  whether  we  gave  the  privilege  as  a boon, 
or  recognifed  it  as  a matter  of  right — whether  it  was  a con- 
ceffion  or  a recognition  ? can  make  no  difference  on  the  fub- 
jecf.  There  was,  however,  one  point,  of  which  thofe  who 
propofed  the  meafure,  whether  it  was  a meafure  of  recogni- 
tion or  acceftion,  were  fully  fatisfied,  namely,  that  it  was  a 
meafure,  the  adoption  of  which  had  the  effedt  of  putting 
Ireland  in  poffeffion  of  the  moft  important  acquifition  in  point 
of  fad!,  even  though  it  was  previoufty  their  right,  that  could 
poflibly  be  gained  by  any  nation.  I am  perfuaded  that  there 
was  no  one  more  than  the  Hon.  Gentleman  himfelf,  who  at 
that  time  felt  how  much  the  fituation  and  ftate  of  Ireland 
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was  ameliorated,  and  how  great  an  acceffion  of  civil  and 
political  liberty  they  acquired,  by  fuch  a recognition  on  our 
part.  Was  the  Parliament  by  which  the  independence  of 
Ireland,  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  feels  fo  indifpenfable,  was 
recosmi fed,  a Parliament  more  accommodating  to  the  wifhes 
of  the  Difl'enters  of  the  North  ? or  did  it  include  more  that 
were  well  difpofed  towards  the  Catholics  of  the  South,  than 
thofe  of  a fubfequent  period  ? So.  much  the  contrary,  that 
whatever  alteration  has  fince  taken  place,  has  been  an  altera- 
tion tending  to  include  both  Diflenters  and  Catholics  in  a 
greater  proportion  than  the  principle  firft  recognifed  extend- 
ed. The  Parliament  of  Ireland  was  confidered  to  be  the  na- 
tural fource  of  the  kusof  that  country  ; it  was  confidered 
proper  to  entiuft  to  its  care  and  protection  the  interefl;  of 
the  country.  And  furely  the  Hon.  Gentleman  cannot  mean 
to  fay,  that  when  we  gave  Ireland  a Parliament  of  its  own, 
we  only  gave  it  nominally  ; he  did  not  mean,  that  we  had 
put  them  in  poffelTion  of  a conflitution  which  was  like  the 
Britifh  conflitution,  but  was  at  the  fame  time  wholly  unfit 
for  the  exercife  of  exclufive  legiflation;  he  will  not  fay,  that 
the  conceflion  of  1782  was  not  intended  to  make  the  Parlia- 
ment completely  independent  of  controul,  or  that,  if  its  fun- 
damental principles  are  the  fame,  he  neverthelefs  confiders 
it  defective  in  point  of  rational,  real  and  folid  power.  If 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  thinks  it  was  a conceflion  on  our  part 
to  the  well-founded  claims  of  the  Irifh  nation,  on  what 
ground,  then,  can  he  expect  that  this  Houfe  ought  to  af- 
lume  it  as  a principle,  that  fuppofing  there  are  diforders  ex- 
iting in  Ireland,  we  ought  to  remedy  thofe  diforders  by  an 
alteration  in  the  fundamental  form  of  its  legiflation  ? How 
can  fuch  an  interference  be  admitted,  after  we  have  declared 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland  independent,  and  placed  it  beyond 
our  reach  and  controul.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  will,  I truft, 
find  it  difficult  to  convince  the  Houfe,  that  the  only  way  to 
remedy  thofe  diforders,  is  to  alter  the  legiflature  of  the 
country,  which,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  laws,  is  rendered 
independent  and  exclufive  of  this  country.  If  we  have  given 
up  the  right  of  interfering  in  the  internal  policy,  we  have 
alio  given  up  the  power  of  fo  interfering  ; and  any  interfe- 
rence with  refpe£t  to  the  internal  laws  or  regulations  of  Ire- 
land, would  be  an  invafion  of  thofe  very  fundamental  princi- 
ples which,  in  1782,  we  recognifed  ; and  on  that  ground  I 
am  authorifed  in  confidering,  that  the  addrefs  propofed 
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would  be  an  addrefs  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  violating 
thofe  fundamental  principles.  The  addrefs,  then,  appears  to 
convey  too  much  by  implication,  if  explained  oy  referring 
to  the  fpeech  of  the  mover  : it  conveys  that  by  implication 
which,  if  proper  to  be  conveyed  at  all,  ought  to  he  conveyed 
fairly,  candidly  and  openly.  It  is  an  addrefs  affedling  to 
give  advice  to  the  executive  government  of  this  country,  on 
points  not  within  the  province  of  that  government  : if  the 
addrefs  dated  the  reafons  for  fitch  interference,  it  would  be 
different.  It  is  an  advice  to  his  Majeffy  to  interpofe  his 
parental  authority  to  prevent  the  difturbances  faid  to  exift  in 
Ireland  : this  general  fort  of  advice,  without  dating  fome 
fpeci'fic  opinion,  appears  to  me  fuperficial  and  nugatory. — 
His  Majefly’s  difpofition  individually,  as  well  as  the  difpofi- 
tion of  the  executive  government)  without  reierence  to  any 
cue  of  his  Majedy’s  Miniders  in  particular,  has  been,  during 
the  whole  courie  of  his  Majefty’s  reign,  to  confer  on  Ireland 
a fucceffion  of  commercial  benefits  and  peculiar  advantages. 
The  refult  has  been,  that  Ireland  has  arrived  to  a pitch  of 
growing  wealth,  flour  idling  date  of  commerce,  and  improve- 
ment in  manufactures  and  agriculture,  unknown  in  former 
times.  The  fucceffion  of  conceffions  towards  the  Catholics, 
in  which  his  Majefiy  has  concurred,  have  been  fuch  as  to 
leave  them  only  that  one  point  of  fitting  in  Parliament,  and 
holding  offices.  During  the  thirty-fix  years  of  his  Majedy’s 
Teign,  conceffions  have  been  made  which  exceed  every  thing 
elfe  which  had  been  done  in  favour  of  Ireland  fince  the 
Revolution  : thefe  have  been  the  proofs  which  his  Majefty 
has  given  of  his  difpofition  to  conciliate  the  affections  of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  by  the  mod  lenient  line  of  policy.  Put 
if  conciliations  of  a different  nature  are  wanted,  the  addrefs 
does  not  point  out  what  thofe  are  ; and  as  it  does  not,  how 
is  to  be  collected  what  is  required,  unlefs  the  deficiency  is 
fupplied  by  referring  to  the  fpeech  of  the  Hon.  Mover?  But 
may  there  not  be  circumffances  which  juftify  the  interference 
of  the  executive  government  with  Ireland  ? Granted.  Can 
it  not  interfere  in  and  controul  the  conduct  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  or  with  refpedt  to  the  impeachment  of  his  Mi- 
niders ? Granted,  that  as  to  the  Lord  I .ieutenant  and  his 
Miniders,  the  power  remains  in  this  country  to  controul  them, 
and  advice  may  be  offered  to  the  executive  government  on 
on  that  point  ; and  if  fuch  had  been  the  nature  of  the  mo- 
tion, it  might  have  juftifkd  the  feconder  in  the  ©Nervations 
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he  made.  ' If  this  was  a queftion  of  difrciiflal,  or  of  bringing 
to  trial  any  of  his  Majefty’s  Minifters,  advice,  in  fuch  cafes, 
tm^ht  be  proper;  but  the  object  of  the  addrels  is  that,  which 
is  no  more  within  the  province  of  his  Majefty  or  the  execu- 
tive  government,  than  it  is  within  the  province  of  ihe  execu- 
tive government  of  Ireland  to  interfere  with  refpedt  to  a 
matter  which  may  be  remedied  by  the  legiflature  of  this  coun- 
try. Can  you,  under  pretence  of  advifimg  his  Majefty,  in- 
duce him  to  give  effect  to  thofe  meafures  which  can, 
conftitutionally*  only  owe  their  effedt  to  the  Irifh  legiflature, 
— meafures,  too,  which  are  not  only  the  fubjedt  of  Irifh 
legillation,  but  which  reft  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  Irifh. 
independence  ? This  point  alone  includes  the  whole  of  the 
pradtical  queftion  for  our  confideration  ; and  I {hall,  there- 
fore, not  trouble  the  Houfe  with  entering  at  length  into  the 
fubjedt.  There  are,  befides,  reafons  which  render  it  far 
from  wife  to  be  difeufling  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  or  of  agitat- 
ing the  queftion  of  their  internal  policy  ; therefore,  I am 
far  from  wifhingto  f How  the  Hon  Gentleman,  through  all 
his  wide  field  of  obfervation  : But  fuppofing  the  wn  ie  of 
what  he  has  ftated,  to  be  the  truth,  I leave  come  H ufe  to 
confider,  whether  any  remedy  can  He  adopted,  or  the  fubjedt 
affected  by  any  power,  except  the  law  or  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland  1 think  the  Hon.  Gentleman’s  fpeech  is  divided  into 
an  hiftorical  narration  of  thole  fadts,  on  which  he  has  endea- 
voured to  advife  this  Parliament  to  interfere  with  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  ; and  to  fhevv,  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
is  not  equal  to  the  tafk,  nor  pofTefTed  of  the  power  of  protedting 
the  people,  or  of  performing  its  due  fudtions.  Firft  of  all,  he 
admits  that  the  Parliament  oi  this  country  has  declared  the 
legiflature  of  Ireland  independent  of  that  authority  which  for 
ages  we  had  exercifed  over  it.  How  then  can  we,  after  we 
have  rendered  them  as  independent  of  us  as  we  are  of  them — * 
fo  much  fo,  that  they  have  the  fame  riglit  to  didtate  to 
us  as  we  have  to  them — how  can  it  appear  to  the  Houfe 
shat  this  is  either  a prudent,  a juft,  a reafonable  or  a 
• pradticable  difeuflion,  confiftent  with  that  refpedt  which 
/ we  ought  to  entertain  for  a legiflature  whole  independence 
we  have  folemnly  recognized  ? How  can  we  poflefs  the 
right  of  examining  and  reviling  the  laws  made  by  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland,  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  faying  to 
that  Parliament,  that  they  were  not  entitled  to  the  confidence 
of  thofe  whom  we  told,  fourteen  years  ago,  to  look  up  to 
them  for  protection  and  fupport  ? Can  we  fay  to  the  Parlia- 
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rnent,  you  are  an  independent  legillative  body,  but  how  you 
iliall  exercife  your  functions,  we,  the  Parliament  of  Eng- 
land, (hall,  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years,  revife  and  fcrutiny, 
and  afterwards  feel  it  our  duty  to  tell  the  people  of  Ireland, 
you  are  no  longer  entitled  to  their  confidence,  you  are  no 
longer  the  Parliament  poffefied  of  thofe  unalienable  rights  to 
independent  legiilation  which  we  conceded  to  you  ? It  does 
indeed  feem  extraordinary  to  me,  for  one  independent  Parlia- 
ment to  interfere  with  the  independent  Parliament  of  a dif- 
ferent part  of  one  common  empire.  I fhall  not,  as  I«  have 
already  obferved,  enter  minutely  into  the  different  topics  of 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  ; but  let  us  fee,  whether  what  he  ad- 
vanced does  not  lead  to  fomething  which  ought  to  be  more 
fully  ftated  than  is  done  by  the  general  Addrefs  which  he  has 
moved.  It  certainly  does  not  feem  to  be  within  the  power  of 
the  Englifli  Government  to  controul  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land, on  a fubjedt  which  is  peculiarly  within  their  province  ; 
and  does  feem  extraordinary  that,  that  independence,  which 
the  Hon.  Gentleman,  and  thofe  who  propofed  it,  were  fo 
fanguine  as  to  think  would  be  of  fuch  importance — that  inde- 
pendence which  he  confidered  fo  valuable,  that  he  thought  it 
rendered  them  competent  to  every  objedt — it  does  feem  ex- 
traordinary, he  fihould  now,  with  that  independence,  confi- 
der  them  as  incompetent:  and  what  the  remedy  is  to  be,  he 
does  not  tell  ns  diftindlly  ; in  this  refpeS,  his  fpeech  is  as  in- 
diltind:,  as  the  Addrefs  he  has  propofed.  It  is  by  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  alone,  that  the  law  can  be  extended  or  limit- 
ed ; vet  in  his  fpeech  lie  has  hardly  hinted  at  the  laws  of 
Ireland.  Does  he  mean  that  the  laws  fhouid  be  redlified 
practically  ? Is  that  to  be  the  objeCt  of  the  Addrefs  ? This, 
however,  is  a part  of  the  fubjdft  I with  not  to  enter  into. 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  has  divided  his  confiderations  with 
rcfpeCi:  to  the  flare  of  Ireland,  into  two  parts  ; the  one,  with 
regard  to  the  demands  of  the  Catholics  in  the  South  ; and  the 
other,  the  (late  of  the  North  ; with  a view  of  proving,  that  fur- 
ther conceffionson  our  part,  confonantto  their  wifhes,  would 
be  prudent,  and  are  abfolutely  neceffary  With  refpedt  to  both 
the  Carbolics  of  the  South,  and  the  people  of  the  North,  I am 
penuaded,  that  no  remedy  could  be  rendered  ferviceable  to  them, 
by  a meafure,  which  would  operate  as  an  entire  alteration  of  the 
form  of  the  Parliament ; an  alteration,  which,  as  far  as  it  would 
a rife  from  the  remaining  claims  of  the  Catholics  of  the  South, 
and  the  wifhes  of  the  people  of  the  North,  would  be 
particularly  dangerous.  Thefe  ate  ahnofl  the*  only  points  : 

there 
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there  afe  other  collateral  circumfiances  which  he  has  thrown 
into  his  fpeech,  which  I do  not  confider  it  proper  to  give  dif- 
tinifl  attention  to,  nor  do  I mean  to  comment  upon  them. 
The  remedy  at  which  lie  hinted,  at  leafi  as  far  as  he  Hated 
any  thing  explicit,  was  confined  to  the  foie  points  which  I 
have  now  Hated,  with  the  addition  of  one  other,  on  which 
will  fay  a few  words.  It  is  a fuhjedt,  which,  though  not  fo 
high  in  point  of  legiflation,  is  yet  one,  which  could  only- 
fall  within  the  province  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland — I mean 
that  alteration  of  the  laws,  which,  if  carried  into  efFeft, 
might  not  only  afFe£I  the  right  to  a great  mafs  of  property, 
but  alfo  affe6I  the  Church,  as  to  the  prefent  efiablifhed  mode 
of  worHiip.  1 do  not  recollect  any  other  point  referred  to, 
which,  under  the  term  lenient  mcafurcs , might  be  luppoled, 
by  t lie  Hon.  Genrleman,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  future  v 
peace  of  Ireland. 

Not  thinking  it  neceffary  to  trouble  the  Houfe  long,  let  me 
juH  fhortly  advert  to  what  has  been  the  condudt  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland.  The  firH  to  confider  is,  the  Catholic  claim 
to  fit  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  and  to  fill  offices  in  the 
government.  lam  not  going  to  difeufs  the  propriety  of  one 
line  of  condu6I,  with  refpeQ;  to  them  or  another  ; and  there- 
fore without  meaning  to  dwell  on  the  fubjedl,  I do  wilh  to 
Hate,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  Catholics,  that  I confider  their 
fituation,  as  equal,  in  point  of  Liberty,  to  the  moH  favoured 
part  of  his  majeHy’s  fubjecls  ; and  to  lay,  that  nothing  has 
been  done  to  conciliate  their  affe6tions — that  nothing  has  been 
done  towards  giving  them  a Hake  in  the  country,  of  which 
they  form  fo  confiderable  a part,  in  point  of  loyalty  and 
merit,  are  equally  mif-flatements.  Being,  as  they  were, 
prevented  from  even  voting  at  all,  at  the  commencement  of 
his  majefiy7s  reign,  and  labouring  alfo  under  many  difabilities, 
all  of  which  have  been  in  this  reign  removed  ; can  it  be 
fairly  brought  forward,  that  no  pledge  has  been  given  by  the 
crown,  to  extend  to  that  People  the  benefits  enjoyed  by  the 
other  parts  of  the  community  ? 1 think  it  can  hardly  be  fia*-ed. 

But  then  it  is  faid,  it  is  pofiible  to  fatisfv  the  Catholics  : if 
it  was  fo,  it  might  be  made  the  fubje<£?t  of  advice  to  the 
executive  government  ? I underhand  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
would  fatisfy  the  Catholics,  by  giving  them  the  privilege  of 
fitting  in  Parliament ; but  this  could  not  be  done,  without  re- 
verfing  the  whole  of  its  prefent  form — without  new-model- 
ling the  whole  Confiitution  of  Ireland,  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  ; and  to  make  fuch  an  alteration,  at  a period  when 
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{uch  principles  are  abroad  in  the  world,  I leave  it  to  the 
Houle  to  fay,  whether  or  no,  it  would  he  attended  with  dan* 
ger  ? I afk  the  Houfe,  whether  it  would  he  right,  to  make 
{uch  an  experiment  at  this  time  ? whether  we  ought  to  re- 
commend to  Ireland,  to  adt  contrary  to  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland?  whether  we  hold  ourfelves  to  be  judges,  equal  to 
deciding  upon  the  confequences  of  departing  from  fuch  a 
fundamental  principle  ? whether  we  are  fo  fatisfted  of  the 
propriety  of  the  meaiure,  of  its  urgency,  or  of  its  being  a 
rnealure  political,  as  to  the  time,  fo  as  to  juftify  us  in  offer- 
ing the  advice  propofed  by  the  Addrefs  ? in  my  opinion,  the 
meaiures  neceffary  to  he  adopted,  can  only  be  done  by  the 
Irifh  Parliament ; they  never  can,  by  Britifh  authority.  The 
fubjedt  does  not  come  under  our  controul : it  is  a fubjedt  of  a 
delicate  nature,  and  at  which  we  ought  to  look  with  circum- 
fpedtion.  We  ought,  if  we  were  to  give  advice,  to  point 
it  out  in  a way  not  likely  to  be  miftaken  as  to  what  is  meant:, 
but  which  could  not  be  colledted,  either  from  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman’s fpeech  or  his  Addrefs. 

With  refpedt  to  the  wifh.es  of  the  Catholics,  and  the  people 
of  the  North,  the  granting  of  which,  implies  fuch  an  altera- 
tion in  the  form  of  Parliament ; if  we  were  to  enter  upon 
the  fubjedt,  it  would  lead  to  difcuffions,  which,  whether  they 
would  be  decided  upon  thofe  old  Englifh  principles,  alluded 
to  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman, . is  doubtful.  I know  not  but 
there  would  be  a mixture  of  thole  new7  principles,  which  I 
will  maintain,  ought  to  be  contrary  to  the  principles  of  Engiilh- 
men  , which  are  mod  unfit  to  receive  the  countenance  of  the 
Parliament  of  Great-Britain  ; and  which  are  moil:  injurious 
to  recommend  to  the  people  of  Ireland.  I rear,  the  modern 
notions  of  French  liberty,  would  be  mixed  with  the  ancient 
fturdy  principles  of  this  country.  If  it  is  meant  to  include 
thofe  principles,  founded  on  the  French  underfianding  of  the 
dodlrine  of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  1 eople  ; l will  not,  in  that 
ca-e,  take  up  time  by  arguing,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  duty 
of  Parliament,  to  give  any,  the  leaf!  fandtion,  to  fuch  a 
meafure.  If  we  are  determined  to  tread  on  tnis  delicate  ground, 
which  includes  fome  of  thofe  dodtrines,  that  leem  to  come 
near  thofe  principles  to  which  ) have  alluded,  we  ought  to 
be  extremely  cautious  how  vve  proceed  • but  I once  again 
repe-.t,  that  the  fuojedt  is  not  within  our  province  ; that  the 
motion  is  not  one,  with  which  we  can  prudently  and  lately 
comply,  it  is  not  one,  on  which  vve  have  any  power  to  decide ; 
or  which  can  come  within  the  controul  of  jtnglilh  authority. 
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It  is  a fubjeCt  of  that  nature  which  requires  the  utmoft 
deliberation,  and  the  niceft  and  moft  accurate  detail.  The 
particular  circumftances  hinted  at  in  the  Hon.  Gentleman’s 
fpeech,  are  not  fufficiently  deferibed  in  the  Addrefs  to  give 
that  light  to  the  executive  government,  requifite  to  the  full 
understanding  of  the  remedy  intended  to  be  recommended. 
Thefe  are  the  fhort  and  finiple  grounds  on  which  I particu- 
larly oppofe  this  meafure,  declining  to  go  now  at  large  into 
the  queftion  ; for  the  reafons  I have  dated,  I do  think  that 
with  reference  to  the  general  intereft  of  the  empire,  with  a 
fenfe  of  duty  towards  the  filler  kingdom  ; which  I trufl  ever 
will  be  a filler  kingdom  ; with  a fenfe  alfo  of  that  duty  we  owe 
to  ourfelves  and  our  country,  I hope  the  Engiifh  Houfe  of 
Parliament  cannot  for  a moment  hefitate  in  rejecting  a motion 
calculated  to  alter  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  inde- 
pendnee  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  in  an  able  fpeech,  replied  to  the  observa- 
tions of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  declared  he  was 
entirely  unconvinced  by  them,  and  that  he  was  called  upon, 
in  duty  to  the  Public,  to  vote  tor  the  Addrels. 

Colonel  Fullakton  faid,  whatever  ideas  any  one  may 
entertain  refpe&ing  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  prefent 
motion,  it  cannot  fail  to  appear  extraordinary,  that  in  the 
aCtual  circumllances  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  thisfhould 
be  the  firft  queftion  brought  before  the  Houle,  which  has 
anv  connection  with  invafion,  preparation  or  -.ommotion,  as 
applicable  to  either  country.  In  this  capital  we  are  fo  be- 
wildered with  the  diminfhed  dignity  of  Abraham  Newland's 
fignature,  fo  overwhelmed  with  the  calamity  which  has  be- 
fallen the  Bank,  that  we  feem  entirely  to  have  forgotten  all 
idea  of  invafion  or  commotion,  as  if  the  whole  body  of 
United  Irifhmen  were  fuddenly  transformed  into  a genera- 
tion of  lambs,  or  as  if  the  whole  French  nation  were  not  lefs 
miraculoufly  transformed  into  a peaceful  race,  like  the  people 
called  Quakers.  But  let  me  afk,  are  we,  or  are  we  not  on 
the  eve,  and  in  the  crifis  ot  impending  invafion  and  com- 
motion, as  refpe&ing  Ireland  ? If  we  are  not,  I fh all  beg 
pardon,  and  fit  down.  But  if  we  are,  how  prepofterous  is 
the  conduCl  of  thofe  who  have  wafted  the  precious  moments 
that  ought  to  have  been  dedicated  to  purpofes  of  urgent  pre- 
paration ; who  have  wafted  them  in  an  idle  and  pernicious 
war  of  words,  on  fubjeCls,  neither  connected  with  invafion, 
preparation,  or  precaution  ! We  feem  to  emulate  the  moft 

difeordant 


[ 23*  1 

difcordant  periods  of  the  Roman  Hiftory,  defcribed  by  Quintus 
Capitolinus,  when  diffentions  between  ariftocrats  and  demo- 
crats, between  debtors  and  creditors  concerning  non-payments 
and  infolvency,  although  there  were  no  Abraham  Newlands 
in  thofe  days,  rofe  to  fuch  a height,  that  the  enemy  was  at 
the  gate,  and  no  one  would  flir  to  repel  the  invader.  I beg 
to  know  where  is  the  difference  between  our  conduct  and 
that  of  the  Dutch  Burgomafters  in  1794,  when  they  paffively 
fuffered  the  French  to  invade  and  occupy  Their  territory? 
The  Dutch  Burgomafters  fat  with  tobacco  pipes  in  their 
mouths;  they  (aid  little,  and  did  nothing,  except  to  coun- 
teract each  other.  We,  it  is  true,  lit  without  tobacco-pipes 
in  our  mouths,  and  we  fay  a great  deal ; but  as  for  doinpt, 
aCting  or  exerting,  there  we  are  exactly  on  a par  with 
the  Burgomafters  of  Amsterdam — and  r.nlefs  we  change 
our  conduCt,  we  final  1 dcferve  to  jfhare  their  fate,  i came 
lately  from  a diftant  part  of  the  country,  nearly  and  locally 
interefted  in  the  fate  of  Ireland.  - There,  things  are  feen 
through  a very  different  medium  from  that  which  is  looked 
through  by  thcfe  who  have  loft  their  way  in  the  fogs  of  Lon- 
don. When  I come  into  this  Houfe,  it  appears  to  me  as  if 
I'came  into  an  affembly  w here  a number  of  peifons  had  been 
benumbed  by  a torpedo,  or  {truck  by  a paralytic  affeCtion, 
which  palfies  all  their  limbs,  cripples  their  energies  and 
powers  of  aCtion,  and  leaves  nothing  tree  and  vigorous  about 
them  but  their  tongues.  Thefe  we-feem  to  ule,  not  for  the 
purpofes  of  conciliation  and  preparation,  fo  effential  on  the 
prelent  emergency,  but  to  ufe  them,  like  the  degenerate  and 
loquacious  Greeks,  in  the  lower  and  corrupt  ages,  in  the  days 
of  the  Comneans  and  Porphyrogeniti,  who  were  fo  intent  on 
idle  difputarion,  that  they  perfilfed  in  it  at  the  very  moment 
when  defperate  invaders  were  actually  in  morion  to  attack 
Byzantium  and  occupy  the  Empire.  I final!  only  add,  that 
if  this  Houfe  perfifts  in  its  prefent  fyftem — if  one  fide  of  the 
Houfe  maintains  that  invafion  is  a bugbear,  and  the  other 
fide  maintains  that  it  is  an  exaggerated  apprehenfion — if  one 
fide  negleds  all  efficient  preparation  and  precaution  as  a 
work  of  fupererogation,  and  the  other  treats  all  ideas  of  in- 
ternal difatfeCfion  and  commotion  as  a chimera,  then  both 
fides  will  forfeit  all  confidence  with  the  public  ; then  the 
calamity  which  has  befallen  the  Bank  of  England  will  ceafe 
to  be  a primary  confederation  ; then  General  Hoche,  with 
one  or  two  hundred  thoufand  Carmagnob,  will  find  no  diffi- 
culty in  making  good  their  lodgments  in  different  quarters  of 
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thef-e  kingdoms.  General  Hoche  will  find,  in  the  province 
of  Ulfttr  alone,  above  fifty  thoufand  Iiilhmen  united,  with 
pikes  in  their  hands,  and  with  arms  concealed,  bufily  em- 
ployed in  lecret  dilpline  and  nightly  drills,  in  order  to  quality 
themfelves  to  reinforce  the  French  army.  This  is  no  fecret ; 
it  can  be  none,  except  in  London.  Thefe  people  have  longago 
communicated  their  force,  their  numbers  and  intention,  to  the 
government  of  France  ; while  we  fit  here,  like  filly  pheafants 
who  hide  their  heads  under  a bufh,  and  then  think  that 
their  whole  bodies  are  protedfed.  It  is  time  to  put  an  end  to 
palliatives  and  felf- deceptions  ; it  is  time  to  put  thefe  king- 
doms on  a footing  of  impervious  defence,  while  the  delay 
of  the  French  fiill  offers  us  the  opportunity.  Let  this  be 
done,  and  I will  venture  to  become  refponfible  that  this 
country  lhall  obtain  from  France  fuch  terms  of  accommoda- 
tion as  it  will  not  become  this  country  to  refufe.  But  the 
people  of  England  mull  make  up  their  minds  on  two  points. 
The  firft  is,  that  Belgium  will  not  be  rellored  to  the  Em- 
peror; and  the  fecond,  that  the  Rhine  will  be  the  boundary 
of  France.  Otherwife  this  country  muft  prepare  to  wage  a 
war  ad  internecionem . You  muft  prepare,  like  Pyrrhus,  to 
wage  perpetual  war. 

Lord  Wycombe  declared,  that  feeing  how  things  were 
carried  on,  he  never  entered  the  Houfe,  without  a wifii  that 
he  was  relieved  from  the  duty  of  attending  it,  and  that  wifh 
was  encreafed  by  a fpeech  which  he  had  heard  to  night.  He 
muft  declare  alfo,  that  with  regard  to  the  prefent  fituatioi* 
oi  Ireland,  which  was  owing,  he  had  no  doubt,  to  the  roea- 
fures  oi  his  Majefty’s  Miniffers  towards  it,  that  he  thought 
hi.  .It  cJled  upon  to  fupport  the  propofition  which  was 
now  b.fore  the  Houfe,  and  which  was  fubmitted  by  his  Right 
'on.  Fiiend  this  night.  The  fituation  of  Ireland  at  this 
i.ent,  was  fuch  as  to  claim  the  utmoft  regard,  and  merit 
the  attention  of  the  Britifh  legiflature,  becaufe  it  was  a 
fercus  and  alarming  fituation  ; that  was  the  firft  reafon  he 
had  tor  Supporting  the  motion.  The  next  was,  that  he  did 
not  expert  that  ativ  remedy  could  be  expected  to  be  applied 
to  . e evil  by  the  Irifh  legiflature,  and  becaufe  it  did  not 
appear  to  him  that  the  Irifh  claimed  any  more  than  was  their 
doe  and  what  was  juft  and  reafonable  in  itfelf.  It  was  with 
Homo  degree  of  ftiame,  and  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  regret, 
ih  t he  telt  he  could  not  fay  any  thing  of  Ireland  from  per- 
mit:. obiervation,  but  he  thought  it  was  impoflible  for  any 
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man,  however  ignorant  of  the  country,  to  doubt  of  the  dif- 
turbances  that  iiave  taken  place  there  ; this  proved  a manifefl 
difarfection  to  the  government  of  this  country.— This  was 
manifed:  in  the  abatement  of  the  rents  in  fome  places,  and 
fupprelTion  of  them  in  others.  It  was  enough,  however,  to 
know  what  had  been  done  in  the  great  county  of  Down, 
which  was  declared  by  the  Proclamation  of  General  Lake  to 
be  in  a ftate  of  inlurrection,  and  out  of  the  King’s  peace. 
He  thought,  inftead  of  rigour,  conciliation  ought  to  be  tried 
in  Ireland  ; for  it  was  time  enough  to  employ  force  when 
mildnefs  failed.  He  fhould  have  wifhed  that  the  lrifn  Par- 
liament had  been  left  to  themfelves  to  fettle  this,  but  that  he 
knew  the  IRISH  PARLIAMENT  HAD  ENTIRELY 
LOST  THE  CONFIDENCE  OF  THE  PEOPLE,  and 

theiefore  the  Minitier’s  obfervations  on  the  independence  of 
the  Irifh  Parliament  were  thrown  away. — Indeed  he  had 
omitted  to  prove,  becaufe  it  could  not,  that  the  Irifh  Par- 
liament was  independent ; the  truth  was  well  known  to  be, 
THAT  A MAJORITY  OF  THAT  PARLIAMENT 
WAS  AT  THE  WILL  OF  THE  CABINET  OF 
ENGLAND. 

With  regard  to  the  fear  of  the  religious  fenti merits 
of  the  Irifh  Catholics,  he  thought  it  lingular  that  any  fhould 
be  entertained,  while  we  knew  that  religion  was  fo  much 
on  the  decline  all  over  Europe  He  really  dreaded,  that  if 
we  did  not  foon  interfere,  we  might  lofe  Ireland  altogether, 
a lofs  that  would  be  more  fevere  to  us  than  the  lofs  of 
America. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  confidered  the  motion  now  before 
the  Houle  as  one  which  could  not  be  productive  of  any  good 
consequence,  but  which  might  be  productive  of  every  fpecies 
of  calamity.  The  Irifh  legiflature  were  entirely  independent 
of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  and  of  courfe  the  Britifh  Houfe 
of  Commons  had  no  right  whatever  to  interfere  in  the  inter- 
nal policy  of  the  filler  kingdom.  What  ! were  they  fo  igno- 
rant of  human  nature  as  not  to  know  that  though  the  mea- 
fures  fuggeiled  were  proper  to  he  taken,  our  interference 
would  be  a fufficient  reafon  for  the  Irifh  Parliament  reject- 
ing them.  He  would  put  either  cafe — were  the  meafures  to 
betaken  in  confequence  of  our  interference,  the  Irifh  legif- 
lature would  lole  the  whole  credit  of  taking  them.  And  if 
they  fhould  be  rejected,  the  Houfe  by  adopting  the  motion, 
would  throw  a ftigma  on  the  Irifh  Parliament,  and  pronounce 
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that  that  independent  legiflature  was  not  qualified  to  dif- 
charge  its  funflions.  Upon  this  head  he  fnould  even  appeal 
to  t he  gentlemen  on  the  oppofue  fide  of  the  Houfe,  who  were 
fo  forward  to  cry  out  againfl  any  meafure,  which  though 
it  was  even  proper  in  itfelf,  it  it  was  taken  by  the  crown 
without  confulting  the  Parliament  when  it  lay  within  the  pro- 
vince of  the  latter.  If  this  was  the  jealous  principle  by 
which  they  were  influenced  in  judging  ot  the  conduct  of  the 
different  branches  of  the  fame  legiflature,  ought  they  not, 
upon  their  own  principles,  to  exefeife  the  greatefl  caution 
in  fariutioning  any  interference  between  two  feparate  and 
diffmet  legislatures  ? With  refpect  to  Ireland,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  its  government  was  perfectly  capable  of  manag- 
ing the  concerns  of  the  nation,  and  that  there  was  not  the 
fmalleff  neceffity  for  our  interference,  fuppofmg  it  could  be 
done  with  propriety. 

Mr.  Curwen  faid,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laff,  objedted  to  the 
motion  of  his  Hon.  Friend,  upon  very  different,  and  not  very 
confident  grounds.  The  one  complained  that  his  Hon. 
Friend  had  not  been  more  explicit  in  dating  the  meafures 
which  ought  to  be  taken,  whereas  the  other  had  objedted  to 
what  he  had  propofed,  on  the  ground  that  every  interference 
on  our  part,  was  inconfiftent  with  the  rights  of  the  exclufive 
and  independent  Legiflature  of  Ireland.  The  fa6t  was,  that 
the  motion,  as  it  flood,  was  not  liable  to  the  charge  of  an 
improper  interference  with  the  Irifh  Parliament,  but  it  would 
have  jufily  incurred  the  imputation,  had  it  defeended  to  that 
particularity  of  detail,  which  was  required  hy  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Mr.  Curwen  contended, 
that  it  was  not  the  motion  of  his  Hon.  Friend,  but  the  obfer- 
vations  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  which  were  really  mif- 
chievous.  It  was  far  from  being  wife  in  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  fix  a charge  of  jacobinrfm  upon  any  body 
of  his  Majefly’s  fubjetfs,  much  more  fo  in  the  prelent  cafe, 
where  it  was  fo  little  deferved.  So  far  was  lie  from  thinking 
the  prefent  motion  mifehievous,  that  he  was  of  opinion 
the  difcuffion  would  do  good,  if  even  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived, inafmuch  as  it  would  fhew  the  trilh  nation,  that  there 
was  a part,  at  lead,  of  the  Britifli  Parliament,  who  was  not 
unmindful  of  their  intetefls. 
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Mr.  Courtenay  rofe,  to  make  forae  obfervaffons  an 
what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  faid,  refpedling 
the  County  Down.  He  underflood  that  he  had  ffigmatized 
that  refpedlable  county,  with  a charge  of  holding  Jacobi- 
nical principles.  He  denied  the  charge,  and  aflerted  that  it 
was  Jacobinifm  which  was  purfued  againfl  them,  and  that 
they  were  fubje6led  to  a government  of  terror.  The  pro- 
clamation of  General  Lake  (not  that  he  meant  to  throw  the 
fmatlefl  imputation  againft  that  gallant  officer)  was  fucli  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  Buonaparte,  or  Moreau,  in 

the  Palatinate. He  adverted  to  what  Colonel  Fullarton 

had  faid,  about  there  being  50,000  men  in  the  province  of 
Uifter,  with  arms  in  their  hands  prepared  to  receive  the 
French. — He  believed  that  there  were,  but  not  to  fupport 
them  ; on  the  contrary,  he  believed  that  they  were  pre- 
pared to  refill  an  invafion,  if  ever  it  fhould  be  attempted. 
He  knew  the  people  in  that  province,  to  have  a ffrong  fpirit 
of  liberty,  and  to  be  much  attached  to  the  popular,  or  what 
had  been  called  the  Republican  branch  of  the  Conftitution  , 
but  was  this  a reafon  why  they  ought  to  be  ftigmatized  as 
Jacobins  ? Mr.  Courtenay  Hated,  that  many  refpedtable  per- 
fons  had  been  taken  up  at  Belfaff,.  and  were  now  languifhing 
in  gaol,  without  being  brought  to  a trial.  And  what  was 
the  reafon  ? — Becaufe  government  dared  not  bring  them  to  a 
trial,  knowing  that  they  could  not  eftablilh  their  guilt,  and 
that  their  acquittal  might  tend  to  difconcert  the  plan  on 
which  they  were  at  prefent  adling. 

Mr.  Hoehouse  fuppoited  the  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  fhew  the  people  of  Ireland,  that  we  both  ffm- 
pathized  with  their  fftuation,  and  were  not  infenfible  to  our 
own  intereffs. 

General  Egerton  faid  a few  words,  which  we  did  not 
hear  dillinclly,  but  which  we  under ffood  to  be  in  defence  of 
General  Lake. 

Lord  F.  Campbell  gave  Mr.  Fox  credit  for  the  inte- 
grity of  his  motives  in  bringing  forward  the  prefent  motion, 
but  he  was  convinced,  that  even  the’'  difcuffion  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  mofl  dangerous  confequences.  He  fpoke  in 
the  higheft  terms  of  the  prefent  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
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and  aflertcd,  that  he  poflefled  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
nation,  and  that  Ireland,  till  within  a very  fhort  period,  had 
been  one  of  the  moft  improved,  peaceable,  and  flourifhing 
countries  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Fox  availed  himfelf  of  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe, 
to  make  a few  obfervations  in  reply  to  the  arguments  which 
had  been  advanced  againft  his  motion.  The  fubftance  was 
as  follows : the  noble  Lord  is  certainly  at  liberty  to  confider 
the  motion  which  1 have  had  the  honour  to  propofe,  as 
having  a very  inifchievous  tendency.  I think  not  only  chat 
the  motion  is  not  inifchievous,  but  that  even  the  difcuffion, 
though  the  motion  is  not  carried;  will  do  good.  Another 
noble  Lord  [Hawkefbury]  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  an  in- 
fringement upon  the  independent  rights  of  the  Irifli  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  that  Parliament,  from  motives  of  jealoufy, 
would  refufe  to  accord  to  the  meafures,  even  though  they 
were  proper  to  be  adopted.  • For  my  part  I have  no  fuch 
fufpicions.  It  is  in  the  recolledlion  of  every  one,  that  when 
a petition  was  prefented  by  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
to  the  Irifh  Parliament,  the  petition  was  reje£led  with  indig- 
nation, but  when  the  fubjeFt  of  the  petition  came  recom- 
mended to  them  from  the  Crown,  at  the  inhance  of  the  Britifli 
Houfe  of  Commons,  even  that  proud  and  jealous  Parliament, 
as  it  was  reprefented  to  be,  went  in  their  conceflions  far 
beyond  the  demands  of  the  petition,  which  they  had  ipurned 
before.  It  is  afked,  are  we  to  revife  and  controul  the  condu£t 
of  the  independent  Legiflature  of  Ireland  ? There  is  no  man 
who  would  with  to  put  the  independence  of  the  Irilh  Parlia- 
ment higher  tlian  I would. — But  is  Ireland  at  prefent  in  ex- 
traordinary circu enhances,  or  is  it  not  ? It  is  not  indeed,  by 
the  account  of  the  noble  Lord  [F.  Campbell],  who  reprelcnts 
it  as  prolperous  and  quiet  beyond  example,  and  as  repofing 
unbounded  confidence  in  the  prefent  Lord  Lieutenant. — 
Confidering  the  noble  Lord  who  is  at  prefent  Viceroy  of 
Ireland,  as  a private  individual,  I believe  that  his  charadler  is 
good,  amiable,  worthy,  and  fuch  as  very  one  would  delight 
to  praile.  But,  I fuppofe  the  noble  Lord  meant  that  his 
government  commanded  the  confidence  of  the  nation.  Hew 
then  am  I to  reconcile  this  univerfal  confidence  with  the  ac- 
counts, to  which  the  noble  Lord  cannot  be  a flranger,  that  a 
confulerable  diftri£t  of  the  country  is  declared  to  be  out  of 
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the  King’s  peace  ; and  with  what  we  have  heard  this  even- 
ing, of  there  being  50,000  men  in  one  province  prepared  to 
join  the  Fiench,  in  cafe  an  invafion  fhould  be  attempted.  In 
fuch  circumftances,  it  is  an  infult  upon  the  good  fenfe  of  the 
couni ry,  to  lay  that  the  government  of  Ireland  at  the  prefent 
moment  is  popular*  But  hill  it  is  improper  in  the  Britifh 
Parliament  to  interfere.  Suppofe  that  this  country  were  re- 
duced to  that  difaftrous  fituation,  in  which  the  counties  of 
York  and  Lancafter  fhould  be  declared  out  of  the  King’s 
peace,  which  would  bear  pretty  nearly  the  fame  proportion 
to  England,  that  the  county  of  Down  does  to  Ireland — 
would  any  man  confider  it  as  an  unwarrantable  interference 
in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  addrefs  our  common 
Sovereign  on  the  occafion  ? I declare  for  one,  that  fo  far 
from  being  indignant,  I fhould  feel  grateful  to  that  branch  of 
the  Irifh  Legiflature,  was  it  to  addrefs  the  King  to  employ 
lenient  meafures  in  healing  the  diffentions  of  the  nation. — 
Even,  as  1 faid  before,  however,  though  the  motion  be  loir,  I 
think  the  difcuflion  will  be  attended  with  beneficial  confe- 
qvences,  becaufe  it  will  Ihew  the  People  of  Ireland,  that  it  is 
not  to  the  French  alone  to  whom  they  may  look  for  a re- 
drefs  of  their  grievances,  but  there  is  at  leaff  a proportion  of 
the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  feel  for  them  under 
oppreflfions,  and  who  are  defirous  to  minifter  to  their  relief. 
In  this  view  of  the  fubject,  I have  no  hefitntion  in  faying, 
that  every  additional  vote  which  is  given  for  the  motion, 
gives  an  additional  chance  for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace 
of  Ireland.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  [the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer]  aftced  why  I,  who  moved  the  independence  of 
the  Irifh  Parliament  in  j 7 8 2 , fhould  now  afk  to  exercife  a 
controuling  power  over  that  Legiflature  ? My  anfwer  is — in 
1782  1 was  tor  giving  the  Irifh  nation  what  they  afked,  be- 
cause they  thought  it  was  befl  for  them.  In  like  manner  I 
do  not  now  propole  the  meafures  which  I have  recommended 
on  this  evening,  becaufe  i approve  them,  but  becaufe  the 
people  of  Ireland  requeff  and  defire  them,  becaufe  they  aie 
unhappy  for  the  want  of  them,  and  becaufe,  if  we  perfift 
in  denying  them,  a rebellion  may  be  the  confequence. 
And  this  I give  as  an  anfwer,  not  only  to  that  queflion,  but 
alfo  to  the  objection,  that  I had  not  fpeeihed  the  mode  in 
which  Parliamentary  Reform  and  Catholic  Emancipation 
ought  to  be  carried  into  execution.  I did  not  do  it,  becaufe 
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thefe  meafuies  ought  to  be  taken  in  Ireland,  and  executed 
in  a way  molt  agreeable  to  the  tafte  of  the  IriSh  nation. 
But  there  are  other  things  which  his  Majefty  might  do 
to  quiet  the  discontents  at  prefent  existing  in  that  part  of  his 
dominions. — Might  he  notdifmifs  from  places  of  public  truft, 
many  perfons  who  are  now  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  that 
kingdom,  men  who  libelled  the  character  of  a nation,  at  a 
moment,  when  its  zeal,  patriotifm  and  courage,  were  moft 
eminently  displayed  ; men,  in  ihort,  whole  Administration 
may  be  confidered  as  the  Source  of  thole  calamities  with  which 
the  country  is  afflidted  ? With  relpedt  to  the  Proclamation 
iffued  by  the  gallant  officer  who  has  been  referred  to,  1 profefs 
perlonally  to  have  the  greatest  eSteem  for  the  charadter  of 
that  officer,  and  do  not  confider  him  as  at  all  iefponlibie 
for  its  contents.  There  is  only  one  other  topic  to  which  1 
lhall  advert.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  alledged,  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  liberty  for  which  I have  contended,  are  not  English 
but  French.  Be  it  So  ; but  if  they  are  Irifh,  they  are  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  the  government  of  that  country.  But 
even  allowing  them  to  be  French,  (and  I certainly  will  not 
recommend  the  introdudlion  of  French  principles  into  this 
country),  dill  it  is  better  to  countenance  them  than  to  goto 
war  with  them.  The  Hon.  Gentleman,  however,  is  not 
yet  tired  of  fighting  with  French  principles.  Are  the  Houle 
tired  then?  Are  they  prepared  to  begin  another  four  years 
war,  to  Squander  millions  of  treafure,  and  to  lhed  rivers  of 
blood?  If  they  are,  then  let  them  go  on  with  their  noble 
enterprife.  1 will  warn  them,  how'ever,  tiiat  if  they  war 
fo  much  againft:  French  principles  in  Ireland,  they  may  in 
the  end,  be  introduced  into  Great  Britain  itielf.  Unfortu- 
nately I have  been  a long  time  deprecating  coercive  mealures. 
1 deprecated  the  adoption  of  them  againft  America,  in 
1774.  In  1793,  I deprecated  their  being  employed  againft 
France.  And  l now  deprecate  the  fame  fyftem  being  fol- 
lowed with  Ireland.  Though  my  advice  has  not  hitherto 
been  followed,  it  is  Some  confofation  to  me  individually 
that  it  was  not  withheld;  and  whatever  conlequences  may 
refult  from  the  conduct  that  is  now  purfuing  towards  Ireland, 
I lhall  not  have  to  reproach  myfelf  with  no  having  remon- 
strated againft  it.  | All  thefe  mealures  of  coercion  flow  from 
the  lame  Source.  War  has  been  preferred  to  negociation, 
and  force  to  conciliation,  becaufe,  in  this  age  of  philofophy, 
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inflead  of  regulating  our  plan  by  a mild  and  enlightened 
policy,  we  have  a6ted  upon  the  maxims  of  barbarous  times. 
I fhall  now  conclude  with  quoting  the  words  of  an  ancient 
orator,  (Cicero)  which  I recommend  to  the  ferious  confide- 
ration  of  every  perfon  to  whom  is  aligned  the  important 
talk  of  Legiflation. — 

“ Carum  effe  civibus,  bene  de  republica  mereri,  laudari, 

“ coli  diligi  gloriofum  eft  ; metui  vero  et  in  odio  effe, 
u invidiofum,  deteftabile,  imbecillum,  caducum.” 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  Motion, 

Ayes  - 84 

Noes  - 220 


The  following  Members  joined  Oppofition , on  Mr . Fox's 
Motion  concerning  Ireland. 


Sir  J.  Leicefter 
Mr.  Bryan  Edwards 
Sir  G.  Shuckborough 
Mr.  T.  Tyrwhitt 
Mr.  R.  Pavne  Knight 
Sir  C.  Hawkins 


Dr.  Lawrence 
Mr.  B.  P.obfon 
Sir  H.  W.  Dafhwood 
Mr.  L.  Dundas 
Mr.  C.  Dundas. 
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FINIS. 


TOR  the  interefting  Debate  which  took  place  on 
Mr.  Grattan’s  Amendment,  on  the  Addrefs  to 
his  Majefty  on  opening  this  Sefiion,  Oftober  13, 
1796,  the  Reader  is  referred  to  the  Firlt  Part  of 
this  Volume,  Page  i. 

For  the  Debate  on  the  Attorney  GeneraPs  Bill  for 
fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad:,  October  14, 
1796,  he  is  likewife  referred  to  the  Fir  ft  Part, 
Page  51. 

For  the  Debate,  alfo,  on  Mr.  Grattan’s  Motion 
for  Catholic  Emancipation,  October  17,  1796, 
fee  the  Firft  Part,  Page  72. 

For  the  Debate  on  the  Difarming  of  Ulfler, 
March  16,  1797,  Page  127. 

For  the  Debate  on  Mr.  Ponfonby’s  Motion  for  the 
Repeal  of  the  Infurreddon  Bill.  March  24,  1797* 
Page  174. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER. 


PART  II. 


Saturday,  October  15,  1796. 

rp 

JL  HE  Houfe  having  met  about  four  o’clock,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  having  taken  the  Chair,  a motion  was  made,  and 
the  queftion  put,  that  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s 
Speech  be  now  read  ; and  the  fame  being  read  accordingly, 
it  was  refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  on  Monday  next,  re- 
folve  itfclf  into  a Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take 
into  confideration  fuch  parts  of  his  Excellency’s  Speech  as 
relates  to  the  expences  not  included  in  the  ehimates  for  the 
current  year. 

A Bill  for  encouraging  and  difciplining  fuch  corps  of  men, 
as  fhall  voluntarily  enroll  themfelves  under  officers  tobecom- 
miffioned  by  his  Majelty  for  the  defence  of  this  kingdom, 
during  the  prefent  war,  according  to  order,  was  read  a 
fecond  time  and  committed  for  Monday. 

♦ 

The  Houfe  now  adjourned  for  half  an  hour,  to  go  up 
with  the  Addreffies  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant ; and  having  afterwards  met  purfuant. 
to  faid  adjournment,  Mr.  Speaker  reported,  that  the  Houfe 
had  attended  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  with  the 
Addrefs  of  this  Houfe  to  his  Majefty,  and  that  thereupon 
his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  return  the  Anfwer  following  : 
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€t  I will  immediately  tranfmit  this  loyal  and  dutiful 
Addrefs  to  be  laid  before  his  Majedy.” 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  alfo,  that  he  had  prefented  the 
Addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
fc  r Ids  mod  excellent  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
and  that  thereupon  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  return  the 
Anfwer  following  : 

I return  you  my  warmed  thanks  for  this  Addrefs  y 
and  it  affords  me  the  highelt  fatisfadlion  to  receive 
fo  flattering  a proof  of  your  good  opinion,  the  con- 
tinuance of  which  I (hall  endeavour  to  deferve  by 
faithfully  reprefenting  to  his  Majedy,  the  loyalty, 
firmnefs  and  fpirit  of  the  Commons  of  Ireland,  and 
by  a conftant  attention  to  whatever  may  mod  effec- 
tually tend  to  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  this  king- 
dom.” 

\ ' . r‘  , 

Ordered,  That  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  An- 
fwers  be  entered  in  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


October  18,  1796. 

The  Speaker  took  the  Chair  at  five  o’clock. 

On  a motion  being  made  that  a new  writ  be  iffued  for 
the  eledlion  of  a Member  for  Drogheda,  in  room  of  Mr. 
Forbes,  who  had  accepted  the  government  of  the  Bahama 
Iflands  : after  fome  converfation  upon  the  fubjedt,  Mr. 
Speaker  gave  his  opinion,  that  as  Mr.  Forbes’s  acceptance 
of  the  place  had  not  been  formally  announced,  it  would  be 
premature  to  proceed  to  a new  election ; but  as  probably  in 
a few  days  letters  v/ould  be  received  from  Mr.  Forbes,  it 
would  be  well  to  wait  that  time. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

After  which  the  Houfe  adjourned  to  Tuefday  next. 

Tuesday, 


» 
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October  25,  1796. 

The  honourable  William  Elliot  took  his  feat  for  the  bo- 
rough of  St.  Canice,  in  the  room  of  the  right  honourable 
Sylvefter  Douglas,  who  had  vacated,  by  accepting  the  ef- 
cheatorfhip  of  Munfter. 

< ' l 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lodge  Morres,  that  the 
Speaker  do  iffue  his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  to 
make  out  a new  writ  for  a Member  to  ferve  in  Parliament 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Butler,  for  the  city  of  Kilkenny. 

A mefTage  was  received  from  the  Lords,  by  two  matters 
in  chancery,  acquainting  the  Commons  with  their  concur- 
rence in  the  Bill  for  embodying  and  arming  voluntary  affo- 
ciations,  for  the  internal  defence  of  the  country  : and  further 
requiring  their  concurrence  in  an  engroiTed  Bill  for  diiTolv- 
ing  the  marriage  of  lord  Weftmeath,  and  enabling  his  lord- 
fhip  to  marry  again  ; which  Bill,  having  been  read  a fir  ft 
time,  and  a motion  having  been  made  for  a fecond  read- 
ing, 

Colonel  Blaquiere  expreffed  his  disapprobation  of  the 
Bill  being  fo  much  hurried.  He  faid  he  did  not  think  a 
verdidt  in  the  court  of  Exchequer  a proper  ground  for  the 
Houfe  to  proceed  on  ; he  thought  that  evidence  fhould  be 
brought  before  them.  He  had  heard,  and  had  fome  reafon 
to  believe,  that  there  were  fome  failings  on  the  part  of  the 
lady,  but  it  was  not  impoffible  but  her  friends  might,  if  time 
were  allowed,  bring  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  evidence  fa- 
vourable to  her.  He  had  heard  it  faid,  alfq,  that  there 
were  fome  deficiencies  in  conjugal  duty  on  the  noble  Lord’s 
part  *,  all  this  might  be  explained  by  evidence,  which  he 
thought  fhould  be  brought  before  the  Houfe. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendish  called  on  the  Speaker  to  declare, 
whether  it  were  not  the  ufual  form  of  the  Houfe  in  fuch 
cafes,  to  call  evidence  to  the  bar,  to  juftify  their  concur- 
rence. 

The  Speaker  declared  that  the  Houfe  did  in  all  fuch 
caies  require  evidence  to  be  adduced,  but  that  the  proper 
time  was  when  the  Houfe  went  into  committee  on  the  Bill. 

Sir 
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Sir  H.  Cavendish  faid,  that  he  had  defigned  to  bring 
fome  evidence  which  he  thought  would  render  it  impoffible 
for  the  Houfe  to  concur  in  the  bill  now  propofed  ; but  that, 
from  the  fuddennefs  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  and  fome 
other  circumftances,  he  had  been  prevented  ; and  as  he 
could  not  be  certain  of  his  being  able  to  procure  this  evi- 
dence, he  would  wave  any  oppofition  to  the  Bill. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a fecond  time,  and  it  was  order- 
ed that  the  Houfe  do,  to-morrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a com- 
mittee to  take  this  Bill  into  confideration. 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned  till  next  day. 


Wednesday,  October  26,  1796. 

A Meffage  from  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  re- 
quiring the  attendance  of  the  Commons  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers. 

The  Speaker  and  Houfe  having  attended,  his  Excellency 
gave  the  royal  affient  to  the  Bill  for  fufpending  the  Habeas 
Corpus  A£t. 

Mr.  Croseie  and  Secretary  Cooke  took  the  oaths  and  their 
feats,  having  been  re-eleCted  after  the  acceptance  of  office. 

Houfe  in  committee  on  lord  Weftmeath’s  divorce  Bill, 
heard  counfel  and  evidence  in  fupport  of  the  allegations  on 
which  the  Bill  is  founded.  The  witneffies  were  the  fame  as 
thofe  who  had  been  adduced  in  the  court  of  Exchequer  and 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  to  prove  the  criminal  converfation  of 
her  ladyihip  with  Mr.  Bradffiaw. 

The  evidence  being  clofed,  Colonel  Blaquiere  declared, 
that  to  him  the  teffiimony  of  the  witneffies  did  not  appear 
fufficient  to  juftifv  the  Houfe  in  fixing  a ftigma  on  the  cha- 
racter of  fo  high  a perfonage.  He  appealed  to  the  feelings 
of  every  gentleman  prefent,  whether,  if  it  was  his  own 
wife  or  daughter  whofe  cafe  was  now  before  them,  they 
would  confider  the  evidence  fufficient  to  fubftantiate  the 
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charge ; and  concluded  by  faying,  that  as  they  were  ccm~ 
verfant  in  affairs  of  this  kind,  they  fhould  look  for  fu^  and 
direct  proof  before  they  agreed  in  the  Bill. 

The  Bill,  however,  went  through  the  Committee,  with- 
out any  other  oppofition  than  that  of  the  Colonel.  The 
report  was  prefented  forthwith  and  agreed  to  *,  and  the  Bill 
then  read  a third  time  and  palled. 

Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  moved  that  the  Houfe,  on  its 
rifing,  do  adjourn  until  Monday  fe’nnight. 

Mr.  Curran  faid,  he  hoped  the  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman would  not  prefs  a motion  for  adjourning  the  Houfe 
fo  unexpe£fed,  at  a moment  fo  critical  as  the  prefent,  when 
[the  public  mind  was  bleeding  through  fo  many  wounds,  and 
twhen  a fenfe  of  humanity,  and  juftice  to  the  public,  as  well 
,as  of  feeling  for  the  Parliament  itfelf,  required  fo  different 
a condu£f  from  the  King’s  minifter.  He  begged  the  Houfe 
to  confider  what  had  been  done  during  this  SelTion  ; they 
had  tranfaffed  a midnight  repeal  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
A£t ; they  had  at  the  fame  time  flung  another  half  million 
upon  the  poverty  of  the  people.  Did  they  confider  themfelves 
as  an  alfembly  met  -to  do  what  was  called  the  King’s  bufi- 
nefs,  that  is,  to  lay  the  property  and  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
je£t  at  the  feet  of  government?  If  they  ever  confidered 
themfelves  not  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  but  of  the 
minifter,  they  ought  to  remember  that  the  Speech  recom- 
mended to  them  a duty  which  they  had  not  yet  performed, 
namely,  to  enquire  into  the  atrocities  and  difgraceful  dis- 
turbances of  the  North,  in  one  county  of  which,  Armagh, 
thefe  outrages  had  furpafted  in  horror  every  thing  he  had 
ever  heard  or  read  ! Here  Mr.  Curran  went  into  a very  de- 
tailed and  pathetic  defeription  of  the  Sufferings  of  thofe  un- 
happy people  •,  public  notice,  he  faid,  was  ported  by  an  ar- 
rayed and  armedbanditti,  requiring  the  fathers  of  families  to 
abandon  their  property  and  their  habitation  by  a certain  hour,'! 
If  the  miferable  convidrt  of  ruftianly  barbarity  delays  beyond 
the  appointed  moment ; if  he  prefumes  to  linger  while  he 
{beds  the  laft  tear  upon  his  threlhold  *,  if  he  dares  to  fhiver 
upon  the  brink  before  he  plunges  into  the  abyfs,  the  execu* 
tioner  arrives  : no  age,  no  fex,  no  infirmity  is  fpared  ; no 
-outrage  ‘hat  can  be  committed  upon  either  fex  is  forborne. 

Sir, 
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Sir,  faid  he,  on  the  fir  ft  day  of  the  Seflion,  I Bated  the 
number  of  families  that  had  become  the  viftims  of  this  in- 
fernal barbarity  at  feven  hundred  $ it  is  with  great  pain  I 
have  now  to  mention,  that  upon  more  minute  inquiry,  I 
find  as  many  more  muft  be  added  to  the  miferahle  catalogue  ! 

I am  now  in  poffefiion  of  evidence,  ready  to  be  examined  at 
your  bar,  and  whom  I hope  you  will  hear,  and  hear  now, 
who  will  fatisfy  you  upon  oath,  that  not  lei's  than  fourteen 
hundred  families  have  been  tnus  barbaroufly  expelled  from 
their  houfes,  and  are  now  wandering  about  the  neighbour- 
ing counties,  fave  fuch  of  them  as  rnay  have  been  murdered, 
or  burnt  in  their  cottages,  or  perifhed  in  the  fields,  or  high- 
ways, by  fatigue  and  famine,  and  defpair  } and  this  horrid 
feene.  has  been  tranfa&ed,  and  is  ftill  continuing  in  the 
open  day,  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  without  any  effectual 
interference  whatfoever.  A penal  lav/  had  been  made,  and 
pointed  at  the  mifehiefj  its  want  of  wifdom  had  rendered 
it  abortive  *,  the  extravagant  fury  of  a penal  law  for  ever 
difappoints  it  \ it  is  a wild  bead  that  even  the  keeper  is 
afraid  to  roufe.  A remedial  law  was  paffed,  to  give  redrefs 
to  fufferers,  by  application  to  grand  juries.  A Noble  Lord 
had  dated  that  one  hundred  and  fifty -had  aftually  got  corn- 
pen  fa  tion  \ the  very  Bill  is  the  drongeft  proof  of  the  extent 
of  the  calamity,  of  the  inadequatenefs  of  the  remedy,  and 
of  the  necefihy  of  a parliamentary  inquiry.  What  is  a 
compenfation  of  that  kind  but  a mockery  of  differing ; — 
what  compenfation  for  crimes  by  which  the  viftims  have 
perifhed  — what  a piGure  of  barbarity  in  a country,  to  a fi- 
fe mble  a grand  jury  gravely  afTefiing  the  civil  equivalent  of 
rape  or  murder ; did  not  Gentlemen,  he  faid,  feel  a little 
for  the  fneering  and  ironical  charity  of  a law,  which  offered 
compenfation  to  the  abfenc  and  banifhed,  who  they  know 
dare  not  return  to  demand  it  No,  Sir,  faid  he,  there  is 
one,  and  only  one  mode  of  redrefs,  and  that  is,  a parliamen- 
tary Committee,  who  {hall  have  two  objeGs  of  inquiry  , 
one  to  invefligate  the  full  extent  of  the  criminality,  in  or- 
der that  the  offenders  may  be  punifhed  to  the  full  extent 
of  tlieir  crimes  ; the  other  objeGr  fiiould  be,  a fair  and 
diligent  inquiry  into  the  extent  of  the  foiFering,  an  effectual 
protection  and  encouragement  to  complainants,  to  lay  their 
cafe  before  you,  in  order  that  every  poor  perfon  who  has 
fullered,  and  who  yet  fives  to  receive  compenfation,  may  be 
compenfated  to  the  laft  fhilling  \ this  is  a meafure  due  to  the 
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tights  of  injured  humanity.  I expefted  that  the  rmhlftcr 
would  have  fee n the  neceflity  of  it,  and  have  been  anxious 
to  have  been  the  mover  *,  1 waited  in  that  hope  ; finding  my- 
felf  difappointed,  I came  down  la  it  week,  determined  to 
befeech  your  attention  to  the  fubje£l  ; I was  prevented  by 
the  adjournment ; I came  down  to  day  in  order  to  move  for 
a refolution  which  I have  in  my  hand,  for  a Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  caufrs  of  the  difturbances  in  the  county  of 
Armagh,  and  what  Iteps  have  been  taken  by  government 
for  fupprefling  the  fame  ; and  1 would  now'  with  to  befeech 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  not  to  preclude  fuch  an 
inquiry  \ let  him  be  pleafed  to  refledl  that  it  is  not  a motion 
of  u-nkindnefs  or  difrefpe£l  to  him  that'  it  is  not  a motion 
of  cenfure  upon  the  government  : bn  the  contrary  to  inquire 
is  to  vindicate  them,  if  upon  inquiry  they  (hall  be  juftified  ; 
it  is  not  a motion  of  opnofition,  unlefs  the  minifter  is 
pleafed  to  place  the  government  on  one  fide,  and  on  the 
other  the  duty  ‘and  independence  of  Parliament,  and  the 
rights  of  juftice  and  common  humanity.  But,  he  faid,  there 
were  confiderations  of  a higher  nature  than  thofe  which 
commonly  f-.vaycd  a minifler,  which  ought  to  recommend 
this  motion,  at  this  time,  to  this  Afiembly  *,  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjedfl  had  been  taken  away  with  a mod  extraordinary, 
he  would  not  fay  indecent  and  unbecoming  precipitation  ; 
the  money  of  the  people  had  been  granted  in  a manner  more 
refembling  the  midnight  predatory  incurfion  of  an  enemy, 
than  the  iober  abb  of  deliberate  legiflation.  He  could  not 
but  fay,  he  thought  it  rather  unwife  to  adjourn  by  a kind  of 
flight,  and  to  leave  the  hurry  of  the  retreat  as  the  only  com- 
ment to  explain  the  motive  of  the  defeent.  The  prefent  flats 
of  your  laves  make  men  afraid  of  fpeaking  for  themfelves, 
they  ought,  therefore,  when  they  are  gagged  without,  to 
have  a voice  in  Parliament  *,  a poor  image  indeed  of  the  peo- 
ple fhould  we  become,  if  we  were  to  be  only  the  authors 
of  their  grievances  and  the  representatives  of  their  filence. 
Let  me  add  another  motive,  faid  he  : you  have  enabled 
law's  of  ftrong  coercion,  and  you  called  them  laws,  for  the 
fecurity  of  property  ; they  were  laws  not  for  the  fecurity 
of  property,  but  of  wealth  *,  it  was  natural  that  you  fhould 
have  been  anxious  for  the  fecurity  of  your  po  fie  loons  •,  but 
it  now  remains  to  you  to  (hew  that  you  feel  as  anxioufly  for 
the  poor  man's  pittance,  as  for  the  proud  (lore  of  the  opu- 
lent. 1 would  now  therefore  entreat  permiflion  of  the 
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Houfe,  to  go  Into  this  inquiry,  and  not  to  poflpone  it  to  a 
diftant  day,  at  which  we  may  not  be  prepared  to  bring  it 
forward  with  fo  much  efFedh  As  to  his  part,  he  faid,  he 
had  thus  far  done  what  he  conceived  his  duty  ; for  that  on- 
ly and  not  for  fuccefs  was  he  anfwerable  to  himfelf  or  to 
others  ; it  was  a fubjeft  which  he  might  have  the  grief  of 
feeing  poftponed,  and  perhaps  finally  defeated;  but  he  was 
determined  to  mifs  no  opportunity  of  bringing  it  forward 
again  ; it  ought  not,  and  he  would  fay,  with  great  refpeft 
to  the  Houfe,  it  fhould  not  be  eluded  or  overlaid  by  an  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  Pelham  faid,  that  he  certainly  mud  perfift  in  his 
motion  for  adjournment,  and  that  he  thought  it  incumbent 
on  him,  to  give  his  reafons  for  fo  doing,  to  prevent,  on 
the  one  hand,  an  idea  that  government  were  averfe  to  the 
invedigation  of  the  exceflcs  that  had  been  dated  by  the 
honourable  Gentleman ; and  on  the  other,  that  his  motive 
for  not  oppofing  that  invedigation,  fnould  not  be  mifunder- 
dood.  He  certainly  neither  wiihed  to  evade,  or  to  podpone 
fuch  an  invedigation  ; but  as  what  palled  within  thofe  walls* 
was  not  always  confined  to  them,  he  begged  to  proted 
againd  this  conceflion  to  an  invedigation,  being  considered 
as  an  atonement  to  the  people  for  the  neglect  of  govern- 
ment ; on  the  contrary  he  faid,  he  was  firmly  convinced* 
that  when  fuch  an  inquiry  fhould  be  indituted,  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  government  had  ufed  the  utmoft  vigilance  and 
diligence  in  their  endeavours  to  allay  and  quell  the  difcrders 
that  had  been  fo  much  complained  of,  and  fo  drongly  paint- 
ed by  the  honourable  Gentleman  : he  could  not,  however* 
help  remarking,  that  all  his  eloquence  had  been  employed 
in  the  defeription  of  the  outrages  committed  by  one  clafs  of 
offenders,  and  that  he  had  been  totally  filent,  as  to  thofe 
(certainly  equally  atrocious)  committed  by  another  clafs  : 
and  he  hoped  that  if  it  diould  be  thought  proper  to  go  into 
the  inquiry  fought  by  the  honourable  Gentleman,  that  in- 
quiry might  be  extended  to  thofe  enormities  praefifed  by 
mobs  raifed  for  the  purpofe  of  exciting  fedition,  and  bear- 
ing the  ftandard  of  difaffedtion.  But  he  faid  it  would  not 
be  fair  to  prefs  the  motion  for  a committee  of  inquiry  in  fq 
thin  a Houfe,  and  when  fo  many  gentlemen  had  retired  to 
the  country  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  the  A£t  for  raifing 
and  difeiplining  men  for  the  internal  defence  of  the  king- 
dom 
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<lom  into  execution,  and  more  particularly  as  no  notice  had 
been  given  of  the  motion.  He  further  faid  that  he  thought 
the  Committee  ought  to  be  a feleCf  one  : but  that  at  prefent, 
circumftanced  as  the  Houfe  then  was,  he  mull  perfift  in  his 
motion  for  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  Grattan  thought  that  his  honourable  Friend  could 
not  have  any  objection  to  extend  the  objeCf  of  the  inquiry 
as  far  as  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  had  mentioned  •, — 
where  exifted  difturbances,  they  were  a fit  objeCf  for  inquiry  ; 
— he  recollected  that  when  the  Right-boys  difturbed  the 
peace  of  the  country,  he  had  moved  fomething  of  an  inquiry- 
like  this,  and  it  was  general — and  there  could  be  no  good 
j-eafon  for  not  making  inquiry  in  the  prefent  cafe  general 
alfo.  He  recommended  it  to  his  honourable  Friend  not  at 
this  time  to  prefs  his  motion. 

i 

Mr.  Pelham’s  motion  pafled  in  the  affirmative. 

Colonel  Blaquiere  hoped  that  the  Houfe  would  inquire 
into  the  diftrefl'es  of  a number  of  unfortunate  people  whofe 
fituation  was  truly  deplorable — the  Infolvent  Debtors  con- 
fined in  the  Marfhalfea,  whofe  number  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  1200.  He  would  himfeif  propofe  that  a Bill  for 
their  relief  fhould  be  adopted,  to  include  all  thofe  arrefted 
fince  the  operation  of  the  lalt  ACl  had  ceaied,  and  whofe 
debts  did  not  amount  to  ioo/. 

i 

Ordered,  that  a new  writ  be  ilTued  for  the  ele&ion  of  a 
Member  for  Drogheda,  in  the  room  of  John  Forbes,  Efq; 
who  had  accepted  the  government  of  the  Bahama  Iflands. 

Houfe  adjourned  to  Monday  fe’nnight. 


November  y,  179*. 

The  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Pelham  prefenterl  to  the 
Houfe  his  Majefty’s  Meffage  of  thanks  in  anfwer  to  the  Ad- 
drefs  of  the  Houfe,  which  was  read  and  ordered  on  the 
Journals. 

A Meffage 

1 ■ 
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A meiTage  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  delivered  by  the 
yeoman-ufher  of  the  black  rod,  requiring  the  attendance  of 
the  Commons  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 

The  Speaker  and  members  repaired  thither,  2nd  heard  the 
royal  afient  given  to  the  yeomanry  bill  and  Lord  Weftmeath’s 
divorce  bill. 

Two  new  members,  one  of  whom  was  counfellor  Bufhe, 
were  introduced,  and  took  the  ufual  oaths  and  their  feats. 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Pelham  moved,  “That  the  Houfe 
do  adjourn,  at  its  riling,  to  the  21ft  of  November.” 

Mr.  Curran  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  adjourn- 
ment, he  knew  it  would  he  fruitlefs- — he  had  expected  that 
the  inquiry  into  the  difturbances  in  the  county  of  Armagh 
had  met  the  approbation  of  government,  particularly  when 
the  minifier  had  expreffed  a wifh  to  extend  the  fubjedt  of 
the  inquiry— he  had  hoped  that  government  would  have  taken 
up  the  fubject  themfelves,  or  have  fullered  him  to  proceed 
upon  it  this  clay  , he  had  therefore  taken  fome  pains  to  keep 
the  proofs  in  readinefs  to  be  produced  on  this  day ; he  felt, 
he  faid,  great  concern  at  the  pofiponement — -evidence  of  that 
kind  could  not  be  eafily  preferved — he  did  not  wifh  to  fay 
that  pod poriement  for  a fortnight  was  an  evafion  of  the  in- 
quiry,  but  he  was  fure  that  much  poilpcnemenl  muft  render 
it  abortive  : and  he  alluded  to  fome  of  the  topics  infilled 
upon  bv  him  on  a former  occafioo  for  the  necefhty  of  fuch 
an  invelligation. 

Mr.  Yerner  begged  leave  to  trouble  the  Houfe  in  con- 
fequence  of  fome  thing  which  had  fallen  in  the  lafl  debate 
Dn  this  fubjefl.  Connected  as  he  was  with  the  county  of 
Armagh,  he  felt  that  he  would  be  culpable  were  he  not  to  at- 
tempt doing  away  that  imprefHon,  which,  originating  in 
newfpapers,  had  been  circulated  in  the  parochial  meetings 
of  this  citv,  and  had  /even  in  that  .Houfe  been  retailed  with 
the  confidence  of  truth.  It  had  been  at  fir ix  hated  that 
lever*  hundred  Hmilies  of  Roman  Catholics  had  been  ba- 
rn :Y  1 oy  toe  Or;,  age  men  from  that  county  % and  in  a fub- 
faquen.  ne  -u.  the  number  had  been  increafed  to  fourteen 
hundred  : this,  upon  a moderate  calculation  of  five  to  a 

family  * 


[ >53  ] 

family,  amounted  to  feven  thoufand  perfons — a very  enor- 
mous proportion  of  the  population  of  that  very  fmall  county; 
but  he  would  allure  gentlemen  that  thofe  who  believed  this 
aflertion  were  impofed  upon  exceedingly. 

For  the  information  of  the  Houfe,  he  Aatgd,  that  the 
Orangemen  as  they  were  called,  were  members  of  the  tfta- 
blilhed  church  *,  they  were  unconnected  with  Defenders , Li- 
bertymen , or  United  Irijhmen — they  were  as  loyal  to  their 
king,  and  well  afFe&ed  to  the  conllitution  as  any  members 
in  that  Houfe.  The  county  of  Armagh,  had,  indeed,  been 
much  agitated  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  by  their  contell 
with  the  Roman  Catholics,  but  whatever  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics had  fullered,  they  had  brought  upon  themfelves.  In 
September  1795,  t‘iey  deprived  the  Protellants  of  their 
arms,  and  aflembled,  in  their  own  language,  u to  ddlroy 
man,  woman,  and  child  of  them  in  order  to  deceive  them 
they  came  with  propofais  of  peace,  and  on  the  day  lubfe- 
quent  to  this  propofa!,  fell  upon  the  Protellants  without  the 
. leafl  notice,  but  luckily  for  the  latter  without  fuccefs.  for 
they  were  beaten  : and  though  they  have  often  fince  attempt- 
ed to  excite  new  tumults,  they  have  always  been  fupprefled. 
Of  thofe  who  fled  from  the  county,  many  were  thofe  who 
had  been  moll  adlive  in  outrage  and  difturhance* — thefe  fled 
from  the  laws,  others  fled  with  the  idea  of  getting  cheap 
land  in  the  well  of  Ireland  : — thefe  perfons  fold  the  interefts 
of  their  farms  at  a high  price,  and  emigrated  to  the 
well,  at  the  inltance  of  perfons  there  who  had  large  trails 
of  wafle  land,  and  employed  agents  to  invite  people  to  take 
farms  from  them.  Of  late  the  county  of  Armagh  had  been 
perfectly  quiet.  Fie  fa  id  this  in  the  hearing  cf  the  high  law- 
officer  who  could  atteil  the  conduit  of  the  grand  and  petty 
juries  of  the  county  of  Armagh — a conduit  which  gave  fa- 
tistaclion  to  all  parties,  and  in  confequence  of  which,  as 
that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  knew,  not  .oik-’  new  charge  or 
information  was  made  again  11  any  of  the  Orangemen  from 
the  la  ft  fpring  to  the  fummer  aflizes.  Much  too  was  roving 

to  the  clear  and  mar.lv  manner  in  which  that  Rh’ht  lion. 
. . i e> 

Gentleman  had  explained  the  law  to  the  whole-  country, 
and  the  excellent  advice  which  he  had  given  to  them  at  the 
lail  Spring  aflizes.  The  county  of  Armagh,  \va  - new  per- 
feilly  quiet,  and  had  been  i’o  ever  fmee,  in  fo  much  that  he 
might  boldly  fay,  that  more  mifehief  had  been  done  in  one 
hour  in  other  counties  in  the  north,  in  confequence  ot  the 
atrocious  fy Hem  of  combination  which  prevailed  in  feme  of 
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the  towns,  than  had  been  heard  of  in  Armagh  for  the  1 aft 
fix  months.  Many  crimes  had  been  attributed  to  the  Orange- 
men, but  amongd  them  he  never  had  heard  of  fuch  crimes 
as  were  known  to  exil'd  in  other  counties. — Notices  that 
they  would  take  off  the  heads  of  thefe  loyaliits  who  fhould 
dare  to  enlift  in  the  yeomanry  corps,  had  not  been  heard  of 
among  them  ; they  had  not  threatened  the  lives  of  the  ma- 
gidrates  •,  they  had  not  deftroyed  cattle  or  the  houfes  of  thofe 
who  had  wiihed  to  inforce  the  laws  ; — they  had  done  much 
improperly  and  illegally,  but  they  bad  been  goaded  beyond 
the  forbearance  of  human  nature  : they  had  been  roudd  to 
indignation,  by  hearing  themfelves  proclaimed  and  rewards 
offered  for  their  heads;  they  had  burd  out  into  adds  of  out- 
rage, it  was  true,  but  if  fuch  ac?ts  could  be  at  all  excufed, 
they  had  feme  provocation* 

Mr.  Curran  faid,  he  felt  he  was  precluded  by  the  forms  of 
the  Houfe  from  adverting  at  any  length  to  what  had  been  juft 
faid,  but  he  could  not  avoid,  if  the  Houfe  would  indulge  him, 
faying  a word  or  two  ; he  fhould  a£l  diihonedly  by  the  inquiry 
which  he  had  himfeif  propofed,  were  he  to  pafs  by  fo  unan- 
fwerable  an  argument  in  favour  of  its  necelfity;  the  Hon. 
Member  who  has  deferibed  the  adverfe  parties,  had  admitted 
the  excefs  of  their  hodility,  had  differed  from  him  only  upon 
the  number  of  the  fulferers,  and  has  only  doubted  whether  fo 
many  thoufand  perfons  had  been  murdered  or  exterminated  ; 
had  the  Hon.  Gent,  ldopped  there  he  would  have  given  unan^ 
fwerable  reafons  for  the  neceffity  of  the  inquiry  ; upon  fuch  a 
ftatement  it  would  be  fcandalous  in  the  Houfe  and  in  Govern- 
ment not  to  inquire,  particularly  when  the  ftatement  had 
been  made  by  a member  of  the  Houfe  who  was  an  inhabitant 
of  the  county  in  queltion  ; but  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  in- 
filled upon  another  topic,  very  fhocking  in  its  nature,  but 
conclufive;  at  lead  to  government  ior  the  neceffity  of  an 
inquiry  ; the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  praifed  the  attachment  of 
the  Orange  boys  to  the  Protedant  religion,  and  their  love  to 
their  king  ; he  expreifed  the  dronged  abhorrence  for  fuch  a 
panegyric  at  fuch  a time — the  King,  he  faid,  mud  fhrink 
with  abhorrence  from  the  loyalty  of  a murderer;  the  Pro- 
tedant religion,  he  faid,  was  blafphemed  when  it  was  urged 
as  the  fanGion  for  fuch  atrocities  ; he  faid  it  was  for  govern- 
ment to  confider  whether  they  ought  to  deny  an  inquiry  into 
atrocities  of  the  mod  barbarous  kind  committed  upon  the 
fubjeef,  where  thofe  atrocities  are  judified  upon  a principle 
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of  loyalty  to  the  King.  Mr.  Curran  concluded  with  faying, 
that  he  urged  the  necefiity  of  this  inquiry  upon  the  fulleifc 
conviction,  as  a meafure  of  indifpenfable  necefiity:  that 
every  thing  which  had  pafled  confirmed  him  in  his  opinion  : 
that  he  would  perfevere  in  it  to  the  laft,  and  that  whether 
it  fiiould  finally  prevail  or  not,  that  whether  the  fufferers 
fiiould  be  redrefied  or  the  guilty  punifiied,  he  would  take 
care  to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  confcioufnefs  of  having  dif- 
charged  his  duty. 

, \ 

The  queltion  was  then  put  and  carried  without  a divifion. 

Adjourned  to  this  day  fortnight. 


November,  21,  1796. 

This  day,  agreeable  to  adjournment,  the  IToufe  met, 
and  the  Speaker  having  taken  the  chair,  Mr.  Secretry  Pel- 
ham moved  an  adjournment  to  this  day  fortnight 

On  the  queftion  being  put* 

Mr.  Curran  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
the  inquiry  which  he  had  propofed  on  two  former  nights  ru- 
fpe&ing  the  difturbances  in  the  north.  He  trufted  nobody 
would  impute  to  him  improper  motives  for  his  anxiety  to 
bring  the  fubjeCl  forward — he  had  no  idea  of  embarralling 
government.  When  firft  he  mentioned  his  wifli  of  inveiti- 
gation,  the  Right  Hon.  Gent.  (Air.  Pelham}  intimated  that 
the  inquiry  might  take  place  in  a fuller  manner  than  called 
for  by  him — if  the  Right  Hon.  Gent,  pleafed  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  go  into  it  in  that  extenfive  manner.  On  the  feveral 
occafions  when  he  prefied  gentlemen  to  take  up  fo  important 
a quefiion,  he  was  forry  to  perceive  a general  fiience  : he 
v/ifhed  gentlemen  to  confider  what  application  (if  he  was 
allowed  fuch  an  exprefiion)  might  be  made  abroad  of  fuch 
a conduCt  ; he  begged  of  them  to  confider  what  dangerous 
conclufion  might  be  drawn  by  the  public  from  that  fiience. 
At  the  prefent  momentous  crifis  how  might  it  operate  on 
the  public  mind,  if  the  people  were  taught  to  believe  that 
members  of  that  Houfe  were  relapfed  into  a total  indiffer- 
ence with  regard  to  their  grievances  and  their  interefls  ? If 
the  people  were  taught  to  believe  that  their  reprefentatives 
had  iurreridered  all  inquifitorial  power  to  the  delegate  of  the 
Britilh  cabinet,  at  a moment  when  national  fafety  w as  at 
flake,  when  the  private  property  of  every  individual  was  in 

peril, 
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peril,  mud  they  not  think  that  they  were  given  up  to  the 
mercy  of  government  ? He  entreated  gentlemen  to  reflet 
that  on  them  refted  the  hopes  of  the  people — with  them 
originated,  or  ought  to  originate,  every  redrefs — if  the  pub- 
lic were  difappointed  in  their  juft  expectations,  if  their 
caufes  met  fuch  indifference,  they  might  be  rendered  def- 
perate  ; and  what  in  fuch  a wretched  cafe  would  be  the  con- 
sequence ? 

He  truffed  gentlemen  would  be  more  alive  to  their  duty  ; 
and  he  entreated  the  Right  Hon.  Secretary  to  name  a day 
when  he  would  agree  to  the  inveftigation  •,  he  requefled 
that  he  would  lay  whether  or  not  he  was  inclined  to  agree  to 
it  at  any  time.  If  it  met  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  he 
would  fix  the  next  day  of  meeting  for  his  motion  ; and  he 
then  gave  notice,  unlefs  he  heard  fome  reafon  from  the 
other  fide  to  make  him  change  his  mind,  that  he  would  on 
that  day  bring  it  forward. 

Col.  Blaquiere  faid,  that  fince  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
perfifted  in  obtruding  fuch  an  improper  bufinefs  on  the 
Houfe,  he  rofe  to  oppofe  him. 

Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  colonel  that  there  was  no  mo- 
tion before  the  Houfe. 

The  queftion  of  adjournment  was  then  put  and  carried 
without  a divifion. 

Adjourned  to  this  day  fortnight. 


Monday,  January  6,  1797. 

This  day,  both  Houfes  metpurfuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe  that  he  had  ifTued 
his  writ  for  the  election  of  a member  for  the  borough  of 
Harriftown,  vacant  by  the  refignation  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Syivefter  Douglas. 

a • 1 

A new  member  introduced  took  the  oaths  and  his  feat. 


Several 
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Several  official  papers  prefented  at  the  bar  by  the  proper 
officers.  Ordered  to  lie  oil  the  table. 

Mr.  Secretary  Pelham,  in  his  place,  read  to  the  Houfe 
a meflage  from  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  pur- 
port, That  his  Excellency  was  commanded  by  his  Majefty  to 
acquaint  his  faithful  Parliament,  with  deep  concern  on  the 
part  of  his  Majefty,  that  his  exertions  to  prevent  a farther 
extenfion  of  the  miferies  of  warfare  in  Europe,  by  an  ami- 
cable adjuftment  of  the  matters  lately  pending  in  difcuffion 
with  the  court  of  Spain,  had  failed  of  fuccefs,  and  termi- 
nated, on  the  part  of  Spain,  by  an  abrupt  and  aggreluve  de- 
claration of  war  again  ft  Great  Britain  •,  adding  his  iVlajelty’s 
expreffions  of  reliance  on  the  fupport  of  his  faithful  Parlia- 
ment, the  valour  of  his  fleets  and  armies,  and  the  loyalty 
and  attachment  of  his  faithful  fubjedts,  to  repel  this  wanton 
and  unprovoked  aggreffion,  and  to  maintain  and  defend  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the  welfare  of  his 
Kingdom. 

The  meffase  next  adverted  to  the  failure  of  the  negoti- 
ation  with  the  power  executing  the  government  ot  France, 
which  was  alfo  abruptly  broken  off  by  that  power,  without 
any  difcuffion  of  the  principle  or  objedtspropofed  as  a ground 
of  peace,  with  peremptory  orders  for  his  Majefty’ s ambaffa- 
dor  to  quit  the  French  territory  within  forty-eight  hours. 
On  this  point  his  Majefty’s  defire  is  to  intimate,  that  copies 
of  the  feveral  notes,  officially  paffed  in  covrefpondence  be- 
tween his  Majefty’s  ambaflador  and  the  minifter  of  the 
French  Diredforv  at  Paris,  upon  the  fubj-edl  of  a pacific  ne- 
gociation,  dial!  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and  to  exprefshis 
Majefty’s  reliance  on  the  fupport  of  his  faithful  Parliament 
and  loyal  people,  in  a war,  firft  aggreffively  commenced 
againfthim,  and  now  obftinately  perfifted  in  by  the  enemy  ; 
a war  which  it  did  not  depend  foiely  on  his  Majelty  to  ter- 
minate, but  neverthelefs  which  his  Majefty  fhould  leave 
no  means  unexerted,  confident  with  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  his  crown  and  welfare  of  the  Britifh  empire,  to  bring 
to  a fpeedy  conclufion. 

The  meffage  next  recurs  to  the  recent  attempt  of  an 
enemy’s  fquadron  to  invade  the  (bores  of  this  country  ; and 
while  his  Excellency  exprefles  the  deep  fenfe  of  the  fpirit, 
the  alaci.jy,  and  the  loyalty  manifelted  on  that  occafion, 
he  avows  his  Majefty’s  command  to  declare  in  his  royal 
name  the  mod  favourable  fenfe  and  highefl  approbation  to 
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the  general  fpirit  of  loyalty  and  alacrity  which  on  that  occa- 
fion  univerfally  actuated  his  Majefty’s  regular  troops,  miiitia, 
yeomanry  corps,  and  every  clais  of  his  faithful  fubjeets  ; 
expreffing  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  fame  tempeft,  which, 
providentially  for  Ireland,  proved  fo  deftruclive  to  the 
enemv’s  fquadron,  had  prevented  his  fleets  from  coming 
time  enough  to  our  coafts  to  complete  their  ruin,  but  which, 
it  was  hoped,  would  (ae  effected  before  they  could  reach 
France, 

His  M a jelly,  ever  zealous  for  the  fafety  of  his  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  had  in  readinefs  to  embark  for  her  aid 'an  ample 
force,  had  the  landing  of  an  enemy  rendered  it  necefiary. 

Ris  Majeftyat  the  fame  time  defires  to  recommend  to  his 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  fuch  due  confideration  of  the  ftrength 
and  refources  of  the  country,  as  may  enable  them  to  make 
preparation  for  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  adequate  to  the 
defperation  of  a daring  enemy. 

This  meflage  being  again  read  from  the  chair,  was  or- 
dered to  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  then  prefented  official  copies  of 
the  correfpondence  at  Paris  between  Lord  Malmfbury  and 
M.  de  la  Croix,  the  titles  of  which  being  read,  they  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  then  gave  notice  that  he  fhould  to-morrow,  move  for 
a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  take  his  Excellency’s 
meflage  into  confideration. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  for  feveral 
documents,  refpecling the  public  accounts,  which  were  or- 
dered to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  by  the  proper  officer. — 
Adjourned. 


Tuesday,  January  17,  1797. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  a committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  to  take  into  confideration  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant’s  meflage. 

Mr.  Secretary  Pelham  moved  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
for  his  gracious  communication — which  addrefs  he  read  in 

his- 
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/is  place,  and  which,  as  ufual,  re-echoed  the  feveral  parts 
of  the  meflage. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  thought  the 
manner  in  which  his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  Iloufe,  the  important  information  which  the 
melfage  contained,  appeared  to  him  to  call  for  a very  grate- 
ful anfwer.  He  obferved,  that  the  Houfe  mull,  he  was 
convinced,  feel  that  they  and  the  country  were  deeply  in- 
debted to  his  Majefty’s  paternal  care,  of  their  fafety,  mani- 
fefted  by  the  ready  and  effectual  afliftance  which  had  been 
defigned  for  the  country  on  the  late  arduous  crifis.  He  men- 
tioned the  force  under  Admiral  Colpoys,  Bridport,  Sec. 
which,  had  it  not  been  retarded  by  the  adverfe  winds,  n.uft 
have  annihilated  the  force  of  the  enemy.  After  fome  further 
preliminary  matter,  he  moved,  that  an  addrefs  be  prefented 
to  his  Majeffy,  which,  as  ufual,  was  an  exaCt  echo  of  the 
meffage,  except  the  laft  paragraph,  which  expreffed  the  gra- 
titude of  the  Houfe  for  the  continuation  of  Lord  Camden  in 
the  government  of  this  country,  and  their  high  approbati- 
on of  his  adminiftration,  &c. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,,  that  the  addrefs  comprehended  a 
variety  of  fubjeCts,  on  many  of  which  there  would  proba- 
bly be  no  difference  of  opinion,  but  to  feveral  he  could  not, 
for  one,  perfectly  agree.  That  part,  for  inftancr,  which  re- 
lated to  the  failure  of  the  negociation  with  France,  and  that 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  his  Majefty’s  minifters,  fo  far  as 
it  concerned  the  invafion,  would  certainly  not  meet  a unani- 
mous approbation.  With  refpecl  to  the  invafion,  all  would 
indeed  agree,  that  the  loyalty,  the  zeal,  and  the  promptnefs 
of  the  country  deferved  even  more  panegyric,  than  the  ad- 
drefs beftowed  upon  it ; but  why  then  combine  that  quefti- 
on,  on  which  all  were  agreed,  with  that  of  the  queftion, 
whether  the  adminiftration  of  Great  Britain  has  been  equal- 
ly zealous  in  affording  to  Ireland  the  protection  of  the  Britifh 
navy  ? Why  combine  it  with  the  negociation  for  peace,  in 
which  the  fincerity  of  the  minifter  is  at  leaft  queftionblc  ? 

— He  thought  it  therefore  neceftary  to  amend  the  addrefs  in 
thefe  inftances.  He  ccnfefted,  for  himfelf,  that  he  did  not 
think  the  Britifh  minifter  was  fincere  in  his  negociation  ; he 
might  perhapsbewrong,  butthere  were  certainly  many  others 
who  entertained  the  fame  opinion  on  that  fubjeCL  He  might 
indeed  have  been  fincere  when  he  firft  propofed  the  treaty, 

K k 2 becaufe  \ 


r *60  j 

hecauie  at  that  time  the  circumRances  in  which  Great  Britain 
flood,  w.re  to  the  laid  degree  diRrefsful. — But  when  the  tide 
cf  fortune  was  turned,  and  the  valour  of  the  AuRrianshad 
driven  back  the  French,  there  was  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  niiniRer’s  inclination  for  peace  ended.  The  manner  in 
which  the  negotiation  was  commenced  and  carried  on,  evinc- 
ed his  Lnfineerity.  Mr.  Grattan  then  drew  a very  {hiking 
picture  of  the  inccnfiRency  and  incompetency  of  Lord 
Maimfburv’s  powers,  ccc.  Not  believing,  therefore,  that 
the  Britiih  minifter  was  actuated  by  that  honeft  and  fincere 
defire  for  peace  which  the  addrefs  afierted.  he  mud  dilient 
from  it — for  he  never  could  degrade  the  dignity  of  truth,  or 
'u  rong  the  reverence  with  which  he  approached  the  throne, 
bv  declaring  to  his  fovereign,  that  he  was  convinced  that  was 
true,  which  he  believed  to  be  falfe.  He  muR  all'o  difient 
from  that  part  of  the  addrefs  which  went  to  juftify  the 
Britifh  adminiRration,  in  their  Riameful  and  criminal  negledl 
of  tiie  defence  of  Ireland,  which  left  the  fatety  of  this,  the 
belt  limb  of  the  BritiRi  empire  to  the  accident  of  the  wind, 
or  the  hazard  of  the  Rorm  ? There  was  not  a man  in  the 
country  who  did  not  cry  out  againR  their  conduct,  and  there 
was  not  one  who  did  not  feel  that  they  were  loR  to  all  con- 
cern for  the  fafety  of  Ireland  when  they  left  it  to  be  a prey 
to  its  own  diRractioas,  or  to  be  defended  by  its  own  valour  ! 
Fir.  Grattan  dwelt  long  on  this  topic.  Did  the  Parliament 
oi  Ireland  pafs  by.  this  flagrant  dereliction  of  duty,  and 
i iflead  of  inquiring,  prop  it  up  by  a compliment.  Ireland 
could  never,  in  future,  hope  for  the  fupport  of  a BritiRi 
navy,  however  imminent  might  be  ks  danger.  Could  it  be 
faid  that  the  thing  was  impofubie,  that  the  Englifh  fleet 
fhould  have  prevented  the  defcent-  of  that  of  France,  while 
her  naval  fame  was  boaRed  to  be,  as  he  was  proud  to  believe 
it  was,  fo  much  fuperior  to  that  of  its  enemies  r — Or,  was. 
it  impofhbie  that  the  fagacky  of  the  BritiRi  adminiRration 
could  find  out  the  deRination  of  the  BreR  armament  when  it 
was  publicly  talked  of  for  three  months  before  ; when  the 
Paris  papers  were  full  cf  it,  and  when  they  might  have 
Lamed  it  from  every  prifoner  which  had  been  taken  within- 
that  tin  e ; and  yet  with  all  this  fuperiority  of  force,  and 
fuch  publicity  of  the  deRination  of  the  French  fleet,  our 
coaRs  hac:  been  left  for  16  days  at  the  mercy  of  its  enemy  ! 
Where  was  tiie  BritiRi  navy  during  this  period  ? Abfent. 
To  whit  had  our  defence  been  committed  ? To  the  wind. 
It  was  the  more  neceiTary  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  this 
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negleft,  becaufe  it  was  a common  principle  of  action,  an 
old  habit  of  the  Britifh  minifter.  In  7;)  your  army  was  fent 
away>  and  you  had  no  naval  protection  from  England,  and 
yet  then,  as  now,  you  voted  large  films,  and  poured  out 
your  population  to  man  the  fleets,  and  armies  or  Great 
Britain.  Your  volunteers  then,  as  your  yeomen  now,  were 
afligned  as  your  foie  prote&ors  ! Two  years  back  the  Bmifh 
minilter  played  the  fame  game  in  Ireland*,  by  a difpenfi ng 
power  he  withdrew  from  the  kingdom  the  troops  allotted  by 
law  for  your  defence,  and  left  you  but  7000  men,  and  that 
too,  at  a time,  when  you  had  no  volunteers.  Is  this  aban- 
donment to  be  continued,  and  is  it  not  only  to  be  luffered,  but 
to  meet  thepofitive  function  of  the  lrifh  Parliament  ? Will 
you  for  ever  be  ready  to  fupport  the  minifter,  and  never  to 
condemn  his  crimes  ? If  France  had  been  fuccefsful  in  over- 
running your  country,  you  lhould  have  looked  for  vengeance 
to  the  head  of  that  minifter  ; and  will  you  now  when  the 
winds  of  Heaven  have  faved  you  from  the  deftrudlion  which 
he  had  been  fo  near  drawing  upon  you  by  his  infolent,  his 
contumelious,  his  criminal  negligence  of  you  and  your  fafe- 
ty,  will  you  thank  that  minifter  for  the  zeal  with  which  he 
has  defended  you  ? If  you  do,  you  lay  a ground  for  diftruft 
and  feparation  from  Great  Britain,  which  may  produce  mif- 
chiefs  you  cannot  forefee  *,  you  plunge  a poifoned  dagger 
into  the  bofom  of  your  country,  which  tbofe  who  have  flood 
up  for  that  country  in  oppofition  to  the  abufes  of  its  govern- 
ment have  been  fo  often  charged  with  doing. 

Had  Hoche  and  his  28,000  men  landed  in  your  country 
and  had  reached  Cork,  even  though  he  there  met  a fin^l  de- 
feat, yet  this  event  would  have  thrown  back  the  profperity 
of  your  country  beyond  calculation  ; who  would  have  been 
the  caufe  of  this  ? That  Parliament,  furely,  who  thanks  him 
now  for  not  having  fent  the  Britifh  fleet  to  your  protection, 
and  who  have  ever  been  prompt  to  adulate,  never  to  cenfure 
him.  The  Britifh  minifter,  culpable  ih  any  cafe  for  neglect- 
ing the  fafety  of  Ireland,  becomes  infinitely  more  culpable, 
when  it  is  confidered,  how  much  Ireland  contributes  to 
the  fupport  of  that  navy  and  of  the  empire,  by  her  purfe 
and  by  her  people  ; what  document,  he  alked,  had  the  Houfe 
before  them,  on  which  they  could  determine  that  the  mi- 
nifter  had  not  been  culpably  negligent  ? Did  they  wifh  to  de- 
termine it  as  a rule,  by  which  lrifh  ferviecs  lhould  be  reward- 
ed— that  the  more  fhe  gave,  the  lefs  ihe  ftiould  receive  ; or 
would  they  {hew  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  that  its  Parlia- 
ment 
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ment  was  in  all  cafes,  even  where  life,  family,  and  fortune 
were  at  hake,  equally  on  its  back,  for  the  Britilh  minider 
to  trample  on  their  neck  ! that  they  were  equaiiy  ferviie  in 
cafes  where  public  liberty,  and  where  vital  fafety  were  con- 
cerned. 

With  relpeft  to  the  negociation,  he  again  repeated,  he 
did  not  believe  the  minider  had  been  fuicere : he  was  not 
furprifed  at  the  refult. — For  what,  indeed,  could  have  been 
expe&ed  from  a negotiation  in  which  the  negociator  went 
not  commiflioned  bv  the  allies  to  treat  for  a general  peace, 
nor  by  Great  Britain  to  treat  for  a particular  one?  If  it 
were  right  for  the  minider  to  propoft  terms  of  peace,  it  was 
not  right  for  him  to  propofe  fallacious  terms.  Mr  Grattan 
then  dated,  very  forcibly,  the  abfurdity  of  expe&ing  that 
the  French  fhould  give  up  Belgium  for  the  infigmficant  con- 
sideration of  St.  Lucia  or  St.  Tobago. — I with,  faid  he,  that 
the  French  could  be  perfuaded  or  compelled  to  give  it  up  ; 
but  he  mud  be  as  drivelling  a politician  as  ever  bedaubed  an 
addrefs  with  panegyric,  who  could  hope  they  would,  in  ne- 
gotiation, agree  to  fuch  a requifition. 

But  this  requifition  not  only  required  France  to  give  up 
all  her  acquifitions,  but  alfo,  to  break  faith  with  all  her 
allies. — In  the  progrefs  of  the  war  Ihe  had  acquired  feveral 
of  thefe,  and  is  related  to  them,  ccndituled  as  they  are  ; but 
had  ihe  ceded  all  her  conqueds,  thefe  mud  have  been  given 
up.  Lord  Malmefbury’s  demand  then  required  France  to 
verify  all  thofe  charges  ufually  laid  againd  her  of  inability  to 
beep  treaties,  and  maintain  the  rational  relations  of  amity 
and  peace.  Now,  though  the  terms  ufed  by  the  Englilh  mi- 
ni dry  be  propofed  in  fincerity,  they  were  fuch,  as  he  mud 
be  fure  the  French  nation,  in  exiding  circumdances,  would 
certainly  rejecL  It  might  be  right  and  defirable,  that  the 
French  nation  be  humbled,  that  Belgium,  that  Holland,  that 
their  acquifitions  in  Italy  be  wrededfrom  them  ; but  could 
that  perfon  fincerely  defire  peace,  who  would  infid  on  the 
abdication  of  the  fe  as  indifpenfible  ? The  true  date  o f the 
cafe  feemed  to  be,  the  minider  knew  that  peace  was  not  at- 
tainable by  him,  and  that  be  could  not,  without  the  utmod 
difgrace  conclude  it,  lie  therefore,  infids  on  terms  which 
cannot  be,  and  he  knows  cannot  be  admitted. 

But  even  granting  that  this  negociation  was  a mere  ob- 
lique meafure,  adopted  to  facilitate  the  obtaining  oflupplies: 
and  granting  that  fuch  a meafure  is  judifiable  by  the  preflure 
©f  the  cafe,  it  dill  ought  to  be  inquired,  how  came  we  into 

fuch 
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fuch  extremities?  If  a minifter,  by  a train  of  flagrant  mif- 
conduX  and  incapacity,  bring  a nation  into  extremities  that 
would  render  fuch  a meafure  neceflary,  is  it  proper  that 
Parliament  fhould  further  him,  and  function  fimilar  mea- 
fures ; that  they  fhould  not  rather  check  him,  and  ailume 
a part  of  the  naticnal  direction. 

Why  fhould  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  give  him  its  fanXi- 
on  in  all  its  meafures  ? Whv  fhould  the  nation  afford  him  a 

J 

boundlefs  confidence?  He  had  no  new  ground  of  encourage- 
ment to  prefent,  no  new  bankruptcy  in  France,  no  new 
mafia  ere  there  to  encourage  our  hopes. 

And  if  he  had  topics  of  encouragement  to  hold  out,  what 
ground  of  confidence  can  he  prefent.  His  afiurances  of  the 
zeal  of  Ruflja,  of  the  (teadinefs  of  Pruffia,  of  the  {lability  of 
Sardinia,  have  all  proved  fallacious ; and  after  fo  frequent 
difappointment,  will  the  nation  yield  him  implicit  confi- 
dence.— Becaufe  he  has  loft  the  body  all  to  a limb,  muft  he 
be  implicitly  trufled  with  what  remains  ? Is  our  lofs  of  fo 
much  in  a veflel,  thereafon  why  we  fhould  commit  the  little 
remainder  to  the  wreck  ? Without  any  reflexions  on  the 
mental  abilities  of  the  man,  it  may  be  afierted,  that  the  mi- 
nifter  ought  in  wifdom,  to  purfue  a peace,  becaufe  his  ca- 
pacity is  not  calculated  for  conducting  a war. — Thus  it 
would  have  been  wife  and  proper  in  Lord  Chatham,  to  have 
continued  a war,  in  the  fame  circumftanccs  in  which  Lord 
Bute  was  in  duty  bound  to  court  a peace. 

But  why  did  the  minifter  refufe  to  makepeace  with  France? 
Becaufe  the  government  is  democratic.  On  this  principle, 
the  minifter  refufed  to  treat  with  France  in  1793.  In  1796, 
he  furmounts  the  objeXionof  democracy,  and  fends  an  am- 
baflador  j but  he  is  difmiffed.  Have  we  obtained  any  favour- 
able change  by  the  continuance  of  the  war  or  is  a farther 
continuance  more  promifing  r 

Still  farther,  what  advantage  can  the  minifter  propofe 
from  a continuance  of  the  war  ? what  afjturances  can  he  give, 
that  he  is  able  to  profecute  it  ? No  new  lofs  has  been  fuffer- 
ed  b)L  France  \ no  new  gain  has  accrued  to  Britain.  Can  a 
defertion  by  all  our  allies,  render  us  more  equal  to  combat 
the  enemy,  than  when' all  were  on  our  fide  ? Can  they,  when 
not  only  deferred  by  us,  but  thrown  a weight  into  the  eppo- 
fite  fcale,  augment  our  relative  importance  ? 

It  is  not  then  from  any  want  of  wifh,  that  France  be 
humbled,  and  that  all  her  conquefts  be  wrefted  from  her  : 
but  from  the  imperious  date  of  matters,  and  the  obvious  in- 
capacity 
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capacity  of  the  mini  flier,  that  it  appears  proper  to  exprefs  a 
model!  referve  with  refpeCt  to  his  fupport  in  the  profecuti- 
on  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Grattan  then  proceeded  to  afk  what  are  now  the  ob- 
jects of  the  war,  in  fupport  of  which  we  are  called  to  pledge 
ourfelves  ? at  one  time  the  abolition  of  anarchy  in  France 
was  aliedged  *,  afterwards  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt  *, 
then  the  dereliction  of  Belgium  was  held  out  as  the  objeCt  ; 
afterwards  the  reliitution  of  Holland.  Of  thefe  four,  three 
objects  are  given  up.  't  he  democracy  of  France  can  now 
be  tolerated.  The  Scheldt  is  not  longer  enquired  after  *, 
Holland  is  abandoned.  The  objeCt  'now  demanded,  is  the 
refliitution  of  Belgium,  and  to  exaCt  this  is  impoflible  for  us. 
It  is  for  this  impoflibi !i ty  that  the  war  mult  be  continued  ; 
for  this  the  horrors  of  war  mult  continue  ; for  this  the  very 
exigence  of  the  nation  mult  be  hazarded.  For  thefe  reafons 
Mr.  Grattan  could  not  agree  to  the  addrefs  as  it  flood,  and 
accordingly  moved  as  an  amendment,  to  this  efFeCb^  6i  That 
this  Houfe  feel  the  higheft  confidence  in  his  Majelty’s  wifh- 
es  for  the  reiteration  of  peace,  and  his  folicitude,  for  the 
fafety  of  thiskingdom;  butcould  not  implicitly  concur,  that  his 
Majelty’s  minifters  had  been  ferious  in  their  negociations  for 
that  objeCt  with  France  ; or  that  the  naval  force  of  Great 
Britain  had  been  exerted  on  the  late  alarming  occafion  with 
clue  vigilance  or  aCtiviry  for  the  protection  of  this  kingdom.” 

The  amendment  was  feconded  by  the  Right  Hon.  W.  B. 

PONSONBY.  ' 

Hon.  Capt.  Packenham  juftified  the  conduCt  of  the 
admiralty,  by  ihewingthat  they  had  made  every  exertion  to 
lend  a naval  lorce  to  Ireland.  Admiral  Colpoys  was  actu- 
ally in  the  port  of  Brtlt  when  the  French  fleet  failed,  but 
the  weather  was  fo  thick  that  they  got  out  unobferved.  The 
thicknefs  of  the  weather  occafioned  the  lots  of  one  of  the 
French  {hips,  which  went  aground  through  miltake  in  getting 
out  of  the  harbour  \ and  the  fame  caufe  prevented  Admiral 
Cclpoys,  for  loir*  days,  from  communicating  with  his  ad- 
vanced frigates.  When  he  learned  that  the  fleet  had  got 
out,  the  hazinefs  of  the  weather  continuing,  rendered  it  im- 
poflible  for  him  to  purfue  them,  and  obliged  him  to  remain 
id  his  Ration,  and  to  wait  for  inch  intelligence  as  might  be 
brought  him  of  their  deftination.  In  the  mean  time  the 
French  leached  Bantry  bay  5 Government  received  intelli- 
gence 
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gence  of  this  on  the  25th,  but  on  account  of  the  adverfe 
winds, it  was  fix  days  after,  before  they  could  fend  the  news  to 
London  : as  foon,  however,  as  the  danger  was  known  at  the 
other  fide,  an  order  was  immediately  difpatched  to  Lord 
Bridport  at  Portfmouth  to  fail,  which  he  did  immediately, 
but  the  wind  becoming  directly  contrary,  obliged  him  to  reft 
at  St.  Helens,  after  having  fuffered  confiderably.  Thefe 
circumftances  he  hoped  would  be  thought  a full  juftification 
of  the  admiralty — they  fliewed  that  they  had  done  every 
thing  that  could  be  done  for  the  defence  cf  Ireland,  by 
fending  one  of  the  beft  fleets,  and  the  moft  capable  officers 
in  the  navy  of  Great  Britain  to  its  avfiftance,  and  though  the 
bad  weather  prevented  the  arrival  of  this  afhftance  as  foon  as 
might  be  wifhed,  yet  it  was  not  true  that  Ireland  had  been 
defended  only  by  the  wind — in  fa£t,  the  failing  of  Lord 
Bridport  cleared  the  coaft  of  the  enemy,  for  when  they 
learned  that  he  was  approaching,  the  French  were  too  wife 
to  ftay  any  longer. 

Mr.  Pelham  defended  the  addrefs.  The  meflage  had 
been  faid  to  comprehend  fubjects,  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  united,  but  it  would,  he  believed,  be  impoflible  to  name 
any  one  fubjedt  contained  in  it,  on  which  it  was  not  necef- 
fary  that  Parliament  fhouid  be  informed.  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  who  moved  the  amendment,  had  notfhewn  that 
any  one  of  them  could  have  been  omitted  in  the  meflage, 
and  if  not,  it  was  neceiTary  they  fhouid  be  noticed  in  the 
addrefs. — He  had  applied  the  words  infolent  and  contumelious 
to  the  Rritifh  adminiftration,  but  he  could  riot  learn  that 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had  (hewn  that  their  condudt 
towards  Ireland  deferved  either  of  thofe  epithets,  uiBefs  it 
were  infolent  and  contumelious  in  the  Britifh  adminiftration  to 
be  unable  to  control  the  elements.  He  relied  on  the  tefti- 
inony  of  Capt.  Packenham  as  to  the  impoflibility  of  the 
Britifh  fleet  arriving  fooner  on  the  coaft,  and  declared  his 
conviction  that  the  admiralty  had  done  every  thing  in  their 
power  for  our  defence. 

The  Right  Hon.  Gent,  had  a (Ter  ted  that  the  Britifh  mi- 
ni iff  cr  was  infincere  in  the  negotiation  for  peace,  and  his 
reafon  for  that  aflertion  was,  that  Lord  Malmeftiury  had  in- 
fifted  on  having  fome  preliminary  principles  agreed  on  as 
the  bafis  of  negociation,  a conduct  that  had  been  uniformly 
adopted  between  belligerent  powers.  In  order  to  (hew  that 
this  was  a proof  of  want  of  fincerity  in  the  Britifh  minifter, 
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the  Right  Hon.  Gent,  fhould  have  fhewn  that  there  was 
Something  in  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  which  made  it  neceffary  in  the  prefent  inftance 
to  depart  from  the  ufual  principles  of  negociation— this  he 
had  not  attempted  to  do  *,  and  on  the  contrary  it  was  plain 
to  every  one  who  confidered  how  Great  Britain  was  circum- 
ftanced  with  refpec!  to  her  allies,  that  if  there  was  any  cafe 
in  which  it  was  more  neceffary  than  another  to  eftablilb  the 
uti  pojjideiis  or  jlaius  quo  as  a bafe  for  future  negociation, 
here  was  that  cafe.  The  French  had  fabricated  for  them- 
felves  a new*  fyftem  of  politics,  or  jus  publicum , which  had 
been  before  unknown.  France,  when  fhe  made  a conqueft, 
impofed  her  conftitution  on  the  conquered,  and  thus  incor- 
porating her  new  acquihtions  with  her  proper  territory,  ihe 
pretended  that  all  attempts  to  negotiate  for  the  feffion  of 
thofe  conquefts,  were  attempts  to  interfere  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  her  domeftic  policy.  It  was  impoffible  to  treat  with 
fuch  a nation,  without  eftablilhing  as  a preliminary  feme 
departure  from  this  principle,  ff  the  objedt  of  Great  Bri- 
tain had  been  merely  to  obtain  one  particular  objedt  as  an 
equivalent  for  another,  the  treaty  might  indeed  be  entered 
on  without  any  previous  arrangement  *,  but  while  her  objedl 
continues  to  be  what  our  anceitors  fo  anxioufiy  guarded,  the 
balance  of  power  between  the  different  Bates  of  Europe, 
thofe  flops,  which  the  minifter  is  now  blamed  for  infilling 
on,  are  indifpenfabfe.  Had  the  negociation  with  France 
bee?i  now  pending  however,  it  might  be  within  the  power  of 
Parliament  to  confute  or  approve  the  fleps  taken  by  the 
miniffer  : but  it  did  not  appear  to  him  very  timely  or  proper 
to  agitate  the  queflion,  whether  or  not  the  propofals  of  the 
miniiter  were  made  in  good  faith,  after  our  ambaffador  had 
been  turned  out  of  France,  and  when  all  the  world  had 
witneffed  the  inhneerity  of  the  governing  power  in  that 
country,  in  difpatching  an  armament  to  invade  us,  while  they 
were  amufing  our  minifter  with  negociation.  Mr.  Pelham 
next  adverted  to  that  part  of  the  addrefs  which  related  to 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  and  contended  that  the  Houfe 
were  bound  to  agree  to  it  by  a regard  for  conhffency,  and 
becaufe  it  was  in  fad!  nothing  more  than  an  engagement  to, 
defend  ourfelves  again!!  an  infolent  and  perfevering  enemy. 

Mr.  Pelham  concluded  his  fpeech  by  a very  energetical 
encomium  of  the  univerfal  loyalty,  unanimity,  fpirit,  and 
bravery  of  every  clafs  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  during  the 
late  alarm  of  invafioa  , a fpirit  which  he  owned  both  fur- 
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prized  him,  rejoiced  him,  and  which  lie  could  not  have 
fuppofed  to  exid  in  fuch  extent  and  excellence,  even  from 
the  reprefentation  of  gentlemen  refident  in  fhe  country,  and 
alfo  mult  be  fuppofed  to  know  it  much  better  than  he  did. 
Such  a ready  and  diftinguifhed  loyalty  wl*!e  they  could  not 
fail  to  attach  to  the  people  of  Ireland  the  molt  confidential 
efteemand  reliance  of  his  Majefty's  government,  mult  evince 
(till  farther  to  our  enemies  the  folly  of  any  further  attempt 
to  invade,  or  hope  of  meeting  a favourable  reception  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  defired  that  the  Addrefs  might  be  read  ; 
which  the  clerk  having  done,  Mr.  Ponfonby  faid  he  had  de- 
fired the  Addrefs  to  be  read  in  order  to  learn  whether  it 
contained  exprefiions  of  fuch  ftrange  import  as  he  had  been 
informed,  not  having  been,  in  the  Houfe  when  it  was  fird 
read  *,  he  now  found  it  was  rather  a more  curious  compofi- 
tion  than  he  had  expecled.  It  confided  of  three  parts — * 
the  firlt  relating  to  the  war  with  Spain — the  fecond  to  the 
negociation  w ith  France — and  the  third  to  the  invafion  of 
Ireland  : — as  to  the  firlt  of  thefe,  the  war  with  Spain,  he 
believed  miuifters  were  fo  far  guiltlefs  as  not  to  have  done 
any  thing  direStiy  ofFenfive  to  that  court  *,  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  inclined  to  believe  they  had  rather  been  in  fome  mea- 
fure  fupplicant.  But  though  he  believed  the  minifters  were 
fo  far  innocent  as  not  to  give  direct  offence  to  Spain,  he 
would  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fay  they  had  not  by  the  general 
tenor  of  their  meafuies  tended  to  bring  about  that  event ; 
the  lyftem  of  the  war,  for  the  laft  three  years,  tended  cer- 
tainly to  difguft  the  court  of  Spain,  by  aiming  at  a mono- 
poly of  all  the  great  commercial  dations  in  the  Ead  and  Wed 
Indies — a fubje£I  on  which  Spain,  from  a confcioufnefs  of 
its  own  weaknefs,  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  eafily  irritable. 
On  this  fubje£t,  however,  he  could  not  fay  pofitively  that 
miniders  were  culpable — he  confeffed  he  was  not  fufiicient- 
ly  informed  to  decide  how  far  they  were  in  this  indance,  * 
right  or  wrong. 

On  the  fecond  head  of  the  Addrefs,  the  negotiation — 
he  confeffed  he  did  not  think  it  very  important  whether  the 
minider  was  fincere  or  not  in  propofir.g  to  treat ; for  his 
own  part  he  believed  he  was  not  fincere — but  it  was  of  more 
moment  to  confider  the  tendency  of  the  exprtffions  which 
the  Addrefs  ufes  on  this  fubjeft.  It  was  evident,  he  faid, 
that  the  import  of  this  paflage  was  to  pledge  the  nation  to 
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Support  the  war  t(  until  France  fhould  be  brought  to  cede 
the  Low  Countries  for  the  Addrefs  declares  the  Houfe 
has  no  doubt  of  his  Majefty’ s inclination  to  renew  the  ne- 
gociation,  as  foon  as  France  on  her  part  (hall  {hew  a difpo- 
fition  to  change  her  condu£t,  and  put  an  end  to  a war, 
*'  the  continuance  of  which  does  noi  depend  upon  his  Ma- 
jefty.” Had  theHoufe  confidered  the  tendencyof  thefe  words? 
and  did  they  not  fee  that  it  is  an  avowal  on  the  part  of  the 
Houfe  that  they  expe£t  his  Majefty  will  not  thinkof  peace  un- 
til France  {hail  cede  the  Netherlands  ? The  power  of  mak- 
ing war  and  peace  was  part  of  the  Royal  prerogative — how 
then  could  it  be  faid  that  “ the  continuance  of  the  war  did 
not  depend  upon  his  Majefty  — unlefs  it  was  meant  that 
his  Majefty  ought  not  to  make  peace  until  France  complied 
with  the  terms  which  {he  has  now  rejected  ? If  this  was 
not  the  meaning  of  the  pafiage,  it  could  have  no  meaning. 
He  acknowledged  it  was  very  deurable  that  France  {hould 
be  made  to  give  up  the  Netherlands  ; but  the  queftion  was 
not  whether  it  would  be  eligible  that  France  fhould  part 
with  her  conquefts,  but  whether  there  was  any  probability 
that  we  {hould  be  able  to  force  them  from  her?  Was  there 
at  prefent  any  fueh  probability  ? and  if  not,  was  it  wife  to 
advile  his  Majefty  to  carry  on  a war  fo  calamitous  as  this  has 
been,  until,  contrary  to  all  human  probability,  this  {hall  be 
effected  ? W as  it  not  the  extreme  of  folly  to  fay  that  his 
Majefty  iftouid  perfevere  in  a war,  in  which  our  exiftence 
was  endangered,  until  we  obtain  from  a victorious  enemy  a 
ceffion  of  all  their  conquefts  ? Did  the  Houfe  fee  that  there 
was  even  a remote  probability  that  this  defirable  event  {hould 
be  obtained  ? Had  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  who 
defended  the  Addrefs,  and  whofe  fituation  and  whofe  abili- 
ties may  be  fuppofed  to  put  him  in  pofleffion  of  the  refources 
of  the  country,  has  he  hated  to  the  Houfe  that  they  have 
reafon  to  hope  we  {hall  be  able  to  compel  France  to  ftrip 
herfelf  of  her  comquefts  ? He  has  told  the  Houfe  no  fuch 
thing;  and  yet  no  man  would  have  been  more  able  to  have 
done  fo  did  the  probability  exift.  It  did,  therefore,  not  exift. 
It  would,  indeed,  be  abfurd  in  the  higheft  degree  to  hope, 
that  Great  Britain,  when  fhe  is  ftript  of  all  her  allies,  ex- 
cept one  which  fhe  fubfidizes,  after  Ihe  has  loft  fo  many  mil- 
lions of  money,  and  is  obliged  to  fight  for  her  exiftence, 
fhalJ  he  enabled  to  effect  that  which  fhe  was  fo  far  from 
effecting  when  all  Europe  was  with  her,  when  her  refources 
were  frefh,  and  the  hope  of  victory  was  rational.  If  he 
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were  to  aflc  the  private  opinion  of  any  gentleman  in  that 
Iloufe,  whether  he  believed  England  could  wreft  the  Ne- 
therlands from  France  by  force  ? he  would  anfwer  in  the 
negative  -,  how  abfurd  then  in  thofe  very  men,  again  ft  their 
own  conviction,  to  urge  his  Majefty  to  continue  the  war 
for  ends  which  they  know  are  unattainable  •,  modefty  in 
fuch  circumftances  would  be  wil'dom  •,  for  how  aukward 
would  it  appear  if  after  talking  of  war  in  fuch  high  terms, 
we  fhould  be  obliged  to  feek  peace  in  circumftances  ftill 
more  humiliating  than  we  have  experienced. 

With  refpect  to  the  invafion — the  third  head  of  the  Ad- 
drefs — he  confefled  he  was  never  more  miftaken  than  he 
now  found  he  had  been  on  this  fubjedl  *,  for  until  this  even- 
ing he  did  not  know  or  believe  that  the  force  of  Great  Bri- 
tain  had  been  exerted  at  all  in  the  defence  of  Ireland.  He 
heard,  that  a French  fleet  had  appeared  on  our  coaft,  that 
the  country  was  thrown  into  alarm,  that  all  commercial 
confidence  and  intercourfe  had  been  interrupted,  and  that 
the  fpirit  of  loyalty  of  the  people  had  ftepped  forward  to 
defend  the  country  againft  the  impending  danger  : he  had 
heard  too,  that  the  winds,  co-operating  with  the  courage 
and  zeal  of  the  people,  had  difperfed  our  enemies,  and  that 
when  the  coafts  were  cleared  and  the  enemy  gone,  a Britifn 
fleet  came  to  Ireland  to  fee  where  the  enemy  had  been — but 
he  never  learned  until  this  hour  that  Ireland  was  indebted  to 
Great  Britain  for  a hearty,  zealous,  and  fpeedy  fupport  in 
the  hour  of  danger.  The  wifdom  of  Parliament,  however, 
was  equal  to  great  things — it  had  taught  him  that  by  a fort 
of  inviftble  agency  Great  Britain  had  faved  Ireland  ; yet  he 
confefled  he  w’as  not  quite  convinced  on  this  fubjeH.  A 
very  refpecfable  profeflional  gentleman  had  told  the  Houfe 
that  admiral  Colpoys  with  his  fleet  was  in  the  port  of  Breft 
(I  fuppofe  faid  Mr.  Ponfonby  he  meant  off  the  port)  when 
the  French  fleet  failed,  that  they  efcapcd  him  in  the  fog — 
that  the  admiral  thought,  in  thefe  circumftances,  the  bell 
way  to  defend  Ireland  after  the  French  fleet  had  gone  to 
invade  it,  was  to  remain  in  his  ftation  at  Breft.  But  were 
the  admiralty  of  Great  Britain  to  wait  for  the  failing  of  the 
French  fleet  before  they  learned  its  deftination  ? Was  it 
impofiible  for  them  to  learn  what  had  been  publicly  talked  of 
for  three  months  before — that  the  Breft  armament  was  de- 
figned  againft  Ireland  ? Were  they  to  wait  until  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  when  the  enemy  was  on  the  coaft,  and 
perhaps  their  troops  difembarked,  fend  to  England  to  inform 
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them  of  the  event,  and  fupplicate  their  afliftance  ? And  is 
the  admiralty  of  Great  Britain  entitled  to  the  thanks  and 
gratitude  of  an  Irifh  Parliament  for  fuch  a fingular  difplay 
of  vigilance,  a&ivity,  and  fagacity.  He  did  not  mean  to 
criminate  either  admiral  Colpoys  or  lord  Bridport — an  ad- 
miral muft  obey  his  orders  ■,  but  he  confefled  he  thought  it 
firange  that  with  all  the  boafted  and  real  fuperiority  of  the 
Britilh  navy  they  fhould  have  only  one  fleet  at  fea  to  guard 
the  coatl,  and  watch  an  enemy.  On  the  whole,  he  was  very 
far  indeed  from  aflenting  to  that  part  of  the  Addrefs  which  af- 
lerted  that  the  Britilh  fleet  had  been  ufeful  in  the  defence  of  Ire- 
land. An  honourable  Gentleman  had  faid,  indeed,  that  the 
French  fleet  were  too  wife  to  ftay  when  they  learned  that  the 
Englilh  fleet  were  at  fea.  He  needed  not  the  information  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  learn  that  a fleet  of  17  fail  of  French 
ihips  would  be  afraid  of  15  fail  of  Englilh.  He  knew’  this 
was,  and  he  hoped  would  ever  be  the  cafe ; but  what  could 
be  inferred  from  this  but  that  if  Ireland  was  to  have  no  bet- 
ter protection  from  the  navy  of  England  than  fhe  had  in  this 
inflance,  France  may  land  her  troops  on  our  Ihores  when- 
ever the  wind  and  the  weather  may  favour  the  attempt. — • 
On  the  fubjeft  of  invafion  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
[Mr.  Pelham]  had  dwelt  with  fomething  approaching  to  ex- 
tacy  on  the  loyalty  of  the  people  and  the  zeal  and  energy 
which  had  been  every  where  difplayed  on  this  occafion.  He 
was  forry  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  had  accompanied 
his  obfcrvation  on  this  head  with  a fort  of  fneer  at  his  right 
honourable  friend  [Grattan]  as  if  he  had  not  early  added  to 
the  number  of  the  atlive  and  zealous  defenders  of  the  coun- 
try on  that  occafion.  The  infatuation  might  be  anfwered, 
if  another  anfvver  were  wanting,  by  alking  the  right  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  why  the  adminiftration  which  he  ferves 
did  not  bring  forward  the  fpirit  of  the  country  in  this  man- 
ner two  years  ago,  when  it  was  fuggefted  by  his  right  ho- 
nourable Friend  ? An  anfwer  could  be  found  to  this  quef- 
tion  only  in  the  doubts  which  the  right  honourable  Gentle- 
man ahd  his  party  entertained  of  the  loyalty  of  thofe  very 
people  who,  thank  God,  had  now  made  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  acknowledge  with  gratitude  their  loyalty 
and  their  fervices.  The  right  honourable  Gentleman  has 
been  delighted  with  this  part  of  the  fubje£t,  and  talked  high- 
ly, but  certainly  not  too  highly  of  the  merits  of  our  coun- 
trymen. He  rejoiced  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
had  at  lafl.  found  his  error— but  what  kind  of  an  adminiftra- 
tion 
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tion  mud  that  be  which  mud  have  an  invafion  of  their  coun- 
try in  order  to  give  them  an  infight  into  the  nature  of  their 
people  ? But  at  all  events  ’twas  happy  the  eyes  of  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  and  of  adminiftration  were  opened — 
it  would  probably  teach  them  that  this  country  might  be  go- 
verned lately  without  unconditional  Adfs  of  Parliament — 
without  laws  which  diveded  them  of  every  valuable  right, 
for  which  their  anceftors  had  ftruggled,  and  left  them  only 
not  fo  badly  circumltanccd  as  the  Haves  of  a defpot.  The 
invafion  then  had  been  fo  far  lucky  as  it  had  (hewn  that 
even  the  lowed  of  the  people  might  be  relied  on,  that  even 
the  Catholics  of  the  South  were  good  fubjedts,  that  they 
were  ready  to  rilk  their  lives  and  their  property  in  defence 
of  their  King  and  the  conftitution,  and  therefore  were  wor- 
thy of  being  admitted  to  all  its  privileges.  The  invafion  fo 
far  was  lucky — but  Ireland  was  very  unlucky  in  a n admini- 
flration  who  could  not  learn  that  the  people  were  thus  zeal- 
ous and  thus  loyal  until  the  French  DireOory  fern  general 
Hoche  to  inftrudt  them.  I rejoice  faid  Mr.  Pcnfonby  that 
adminidration  are  taught,  but  I confcfs  I think  the  country 
would  be  more  fafe  under  men  who  could  be  taught  by  the 
conditution  and  a true  knowledge  of  their  own  interefts- 
French  troops  are  very  dangerous  tutors.  On  the  whole  he 
was  againft  agreeing  in  the  Addrefs  fo  far  as  it  acknowledg- 
ed that  we  had  been  defended  by  the  navy  of  England,  be- 
caufe  he  thought  that  in  the  courfe  of  fixteen  days  that  the 
enemy  were  on  our  coaft,  forne  {hips  might  have  been  em- 
ployed for  us  out  of  the  107  {hips  of  the  line  which  are  now 
in  comraiffion  : he  was  rather  for  an  inquiry  into  this  quef- 
tion — “'How  far  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britain  had  been 
employed  for  the  defence  of  this  country  during  the  late 
invafion 

Sir  Her.  Langrishe  w'as  for  the  original  Addrefs  and 
againft  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Barrington  [in  full  uniform]  was  alfo  againft  the 
amendment  literally  vi  is9 armis.  He  repeated  thofe  argu- 
ments which  he  generally  ufes,  drawn  from  the  tendency 
of  oppofition  fpeeches  to  inflame  the  pubi  c mind  and  en- 
courage the  difciplmed  banditti  of  France  again  to  attack  us. 
He  informed  the  Houfe  that  on  the  prefent  occafion  he  talk- 
ed to  them  only  as  an  Irijh  foldier -when  he  fhould  have 
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taken  off  his  uniform  he  would  talk  to  them  in  his  other 
capacity . He  confeffed  his  furprize  that  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  who  moved  the  amendment  did  not  at  this 
time  of  danger  become  an  IriJJj  foldier — he  was  aftonifhed 
that  at  fuch  a crilis  the  light  honourable  Gentleman’s  hand 
hid  its  head . 

Mr.  Duqitery  thought  that  the  perfonal  reflexions  which 
gentlemen  had  attempted  to  throw  on  his  right  honourable 
Friend,  [Mr.  GrattanJ  did  them  very  little  honour  indeed — ■ 
they  arofe  from  ignorance,  if  from  no  worfe  notion.  Gen- 
tlemen fhould  know  that  his  right  honourable  Friend  was 
early  among  thofe  who  enrolled  themfelves  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  and  that  he  is  at  this  moment  a private  in 
a corps,  which  was  formed  principally  at  his  inftanee.  He 
profeffed  himfelf  glad  that  this  debate  had  taken  place,  as  it 
elicited  from  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  on  the  other 
fide  fo  ftrong  teflimony  to  the  loyalty  of  the  country,  and 
particularly  of  that  part  of  it  which  had  been  fo  often  be- 
lieved by  bold  affertions  that  they  were  not  fit  to  be  trufted 
with  the  benefits  of  the  conflitution — he  alluded  to  the  Ca- 
tholics. As  to  the  Addrefs,  he  agreed  to  many  parts  of  it  ; 
to  fome  he  would  not  agree — particularly  to  that  part  of  it 
which  pledges  the  Houfe  to  the  continuance  of  the  war  at 
all  hazards.  It  was  vain  for  Gentlemen  to  expeX  unani- 
mity while  they  fluffed  into  an  Addrefs  fubjeXs  fo  diflimilar 
as  were  to  be  found  in  this.  There  were  fome  points  on 
which  ail  good  fubjeXs  were  agreed — one  of  thefe  was  a 
flrenuous  defence  of  the  country  againfl  the  enemies,  in 
fupport  of  a gracious  Sovereign  and  the  conflitution.  Let 
Gentlemen  confine  themfelves  to  this  fubjeX,  and  they  will 
have  unanimity — but  what  do  they  defire  ? — not  merely  to 
unite  for  thefe  glorious  purpofes  for  which  every  man  in  the 
Houfe,  and  in  the  country,  he  believed,  would  venture  his 
fortune  and  his  life*,  but  the  Houfe  is  called  on  alio  as  if  it 
were  a neceffary  confequence  of  the  other,  to  vote  an  Ad- 
drefs, advifing  his  Majefty  to  continue  the  war. 

On  this  fubjeX  no  man  in  his  fenfes  could  expeX  una- 
nimity, for  among  a confiderable  number  of  men  it  was  un- 
reafonable  to  expeX  that  there  fhould  not  be  any  who  would 
fee  that  a war,  which  had  brought  us  almofl  to  the  verge  of 
annihilation,  ought  not  to  be  too  pertinacioufly  followed. 
The  Houfe  was  called  on  alfo  to  tell  his  Majefty,  what  every 
man  knew  tc  be  falfe,  that  the  navy  of  Great  Britain  had 
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been  exerted  for  our  defence.  But  laying  out  of  the  quef- 
tion  the  private  convi<£lion  of  gentlemen,  what  documents 
had  the  Houfe  confidered,  to  induce  them  to  agree  in  this 
propofition  ? — None  certainiy.  That  part  of  tlie  AcMrefs 
which  dated  the  loyalty  and  merits  of  the  people  would 
indeed  be  admitted  unanimouily — their  fervices  had  been 
too  confpicuous  to  be  denied — when  they  offered  themfelves, 
with  the  difeipline  of  a month,  to  face  the  veteran  and  def- 
perate  troops  of  France — not  at  a time  when  the  enemy 
were  expected  only,  but  when  they  rode  triumphant  and 
infolent  on  our  coafts  and  in  our  rivers,  while  the  Britifh 
flag  was  no  where  to  be  fecn.  'This  was  a time  to  try  loy- 
alty and  courage,  and  the  people  of  Ireland  have  proved 
both.  Happy  was  he  to  fee  their  zeal  and  their  loyalty  lo 
loudly  proclaimed  from  that  very  quarter,  whence  came 
thofe  dreadful  laws,  which  configned  the  liberty  of  th**  fub* 
je£t  to  the  will  of  the  Crown,  and  dripped  the  whole  k.  lg- 
dom  of  Ireland  of  the  benefit  of  the  cenditution. 

With  regard  to  the  war  with  Spain — a mod  important 
concern — what  documents  had  the  Houfe  confidered  ? wnat 
papers  had  they  before  them  ? With  refpeCt  to  the  nego- 
ciation,  papers  had  indeed  been  laid  on  the  table  yederday 
evening — and  this  evening  the  Houfe  was  called  on  to  de- 
cide the  qneftion  before  a man  in  the  Houfe  had  read  one 
of  them.  Parliament,  he  thought,  if  it  did  not  really  de- 
liberate, ought  at  lead  to  put  on  the  appearances  of  delibe- 
ration. There  were  feveral  confiderations  neceffary  to  be 
had  before  they  could  finally  decide  on  the  negotiation — it 
would  be  neceffary,  for  inftance,  to  learn  whether  my  lord 
Malmefburv  had  gone  out  with  proper  powers — whether  he 
had  ufed  thefe  powers  direCtly — and  whether  the  failure 
arofe  from  the  infolence  of  the  French  Directory  or  the  mif- 
management  and  incapacity  of  the  Britilh  ambaliador.  He 
did  not  fay  that  there  was  either  infincerity,  incapacity,  or 
rnifmanagement  in  the  bufinefs — but  he  was  furc  that  if  he 
did  fay  fo,  there  was  not  a man  in  the  Houfe  who  could  at 
that  moment  contradict  him.  But  when  Gentlemen  call  on 
the  Houfe  to  compliment  the  minilter  on  his  aCtivity  in  our 
defence,  they  bring  an  argument — they  tell  the  Houfe  it  is 
a clear  cafe  that  Great  Britain  is  deeply  fenfible  of  the  im- 
portance of  Ireland  *,  how  then  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the 
Britifh  minilter  would  negleCt  its  fafety  ? Granting  that  it 
is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  he  would  not,  what  does  this  argu- 
ment amount  to  ? that  no  enquiry  is  ever  to  take  place  into 
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the  conduct  of  a Britifti  minifter  towards  this  country,  how- 
ever flagrantly  negligent  he  may  be  of  our  fafety.  It  is  an 
eternal  j unification  of  every  minifter,  and  an  eternal  bar 
to  all  inveftigation  of  his  conduct.  He  could  not  fay  where 
lav  the  fault  on  this  occafion,  but  he  was  fure  that  if  the 

j 

minifter  fufEciently  difcharged  his  duty  at  thiscrifis,  former 
minifters  muft  have  been  very  alert  indeed.  It  was  not  thus 
we  were  defended  in  1759 — at  that  time  admiral  Hawke 
had  a line  of  frigates  ftationed  along  the  coafts,  by  which 
intelligence  was  rapidly  conveyed  to  him  whenever  danger 
occurred.  In  confequencc  of  this,  admiral  Hawke  intercept- 
ed the  fleet  of  France,  which  was  deftined  againft  Ireland, 
almoft  as  foon  as  it  left  the  harbour.  Yet  here,  all  Europe 
has  notice  of  an  expedition  defigned  againft  us  ; the  arma-  » 
ment  is  fuftered  to  get  out  of  port  unobferved,  to  fail  round 
our  coafts,  and  for  fifteen  days  keep  their  fituation,  while 
an  Englifti  {hip  of  war  was  not  within  view  of  Ireland. 
Should  the  Houfe  tell  his  Majefty,  that  they  confider  this  as 
adequate  protection  ? He  thought  it  more  became  them  to 
petition  for  a detachment  of  the  Britifh  fleet  to  be  perma- 
nently ftationed  on  the  coaft  for  our  protedlion — that  wc  may 
be  no  more  trufted  to  the  wind  and  the  weather.  This 
would  not  be  an  unreafonable  requeft.  Every  little  ifland 
in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Weft  Indies  were  protected 
by  a Britifh  fleet.  Should  Ireland  be  the  only  Britifh  ifland 
which  (hould  be  left  deftitute  ? He  expedled  fome  fuch  at- 
tention from  Great  Britain — even  12  fhips  of  the  line  would 
protect  us  from  the  repetition  of  fuch  infults.  He  expend- 
ed we  fhould  receive  fome  troops  to  {hew  that  {he  knew  how 
to  value  our  fervices,  and  that  inftead  of  excluding  our  ma- 
nufactures from  her  ports  like  aliens,  flic  would  admit  us 
to  a full  participation  of  ail  the  advantages  of  commerce 
and  conftitution. 

Captain  Packenham  faid  12  fail  of  the  line,  had  they 
been  in  the  harbour  of  Cork  when  the  French  were  in  Ban- 
try  would  have  done  us  no  fervice  in  the  world.  A good 
fleet,  lying  at  Spithead,  fafe  from  the  accidents  of  the  wea- 
ther, and  ready  to  come  forth  on  any  appearance  of  danger, 
was  the  moft  effectual  defence  for  Ireland. 

Sir  L.  Parsons  had  hoped  that  the  Addrefs  woukt  pafs 
unnnimoufly.  He  was  fure,  however,  that  the  amendment, 
though  he  could  not  agree  in  it,  originated  in  the  pureft  mo- 
tives \ 
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tives  ; but  he  was  convinced  that  at  this  time  there  ought  not 
to  be  any  difference  ofopinion  in  the  Houfe  ; the  country  was 
{till  in  an  arduous  fituation  ; we  know  now  what  kind  of  a 
nation  we  have  to  contend  with — a nation  whole  favourite 
object  it  feems  to  be  to  make  this  country  the  theatre  of  war; 
it  was  therefore  incumbent  on  the  lloufe  to  fhew  that  they 
were  united  as  one  man  to  refill  them.  On  the  Spanilh  war 
he  laid  there  feemed  to  be  but  one  opinion,  to  give  his  Ma- 
jelty  the  molt  effectual  aid,  to  bring  it  to  a happy  and  glo- 
rious ifTue.  With  refpedt  to  the  war  with  France,  he  ori- 
ginally difapproved  of  it — he  had  thought  on  the  fubjedl 
fince  its  commencement  with  the  utmoft  coolnefs  and  im- 
partiality, and  he  Hill  remained  of  the  fame  opinion  ; but 
as  the  country  is  now  involved,  it  remains  only  that  we 
fhouid  get  ourfelves  out  with  honour,  and  bring  it  to  a glo- 
rious termination.  For  himfelf  he  was  not  afraid  of  the  war  ; 
he  was  fure  the  zeal,  courage,  and  loyalty  of  the  nation 
would  effectually  repel  any  force  which  the  enemy  could 
bring  againlt  us.  He  had  juft  come  from  the  army,  where 
he  had  been  a witnefs  of  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  the  people. 
At  times  when  the  drifts  of  fnow  obftructed  the  artillery, 
the  peafants,  he  faid,  had  laboured  inceffantly  in  clearing 
the  paffages ; had  furnifhed  their  carts  and  horfes  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  army,  and  chearfully  {hared  their 
provifions  with  the  foldiery,  and  accompanied  thefe  proofs 
of  their  attachment  by  prayers  and  good  wifhes  for  its  fuc- 
cefs.  He  depended  on  thefe  indications,  and  was  confident 
that  let  the  French  come  when  they  might,  they  would 
meet  a total  and  immediate  defeat.  As  to  the  negotiation 
he  thought  the  minifter  was  fincere — and  he  thought  fo  bc- 
caufe  he  faw  that  this  is  now  the  third  time  that  England  has 
made  advances  towards  peace  when  did  France  make  ad- 
vances ? not  once. — The  requeft  of  France  in  the  negotia- 
tion was  unreafonable ; it  was  contrary  to  the  eftablifhed 
practice  of  negotiations  between  nations  to  give  an  ultimatum 
at  the  firft  interview.  Had  Great  Britain  complied  with 
this  requeft,  what  would  have  been  the  confequence  ? The 
Directory  would  immediately  have  fent  it  to  the  Emperor, 
who  fuppofing  himfelf  betrayed,  would  have  concluded  a 
peace  as  he  could — and  then  what  would  have  been  the 
confequence  ? the  whole  force  of  F’rance  turned  againft  thefe 
iflands.  « hi  thefe  grounds  alone  therefore,  he  thought  the 
want  of  fincerity  was  chargeable  on  the  French  Directory  : 
— but  when  he  remedied  that  at  the  verv  moment  when 
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they  were  amuGng  lord  Malmefbury  with  negociatiort,  they 
were  aiming  a biow  at  this  country — his  blood  boiled  in 
him,  and  he  felt  as  an  Irifhman  ought  to  feel  ! 

With  regard  to  the  ftate’  of  the  country  and  the  neglect 
of  the  minuter,  he  thought  that  if  the  ordinary  means  of 
flrength  which  were  in  our  power  were  exerted,  this  ifland 
might  be  put  into  a ftate  of  impregnable  and  in  a flail  able  de- 
fence. And  he  recommended  that  this  ffiould  be  done,  and 
no  expence  fpared  in  fortification,  gun-boats,  &c.  The  de- 
lude n of  our  being  protected  by  a Britifh  fleet  was  now  at 
amend,  and  he  hoped  measures  would  be  taken  accordingly. 
It  was  furely  the  higheft  pitch  of  folly  to  reft  for  our  de- 
fence on  the  Britifti  fleet.  The  Britifti  fleet  is  not  always 
adequate  to  the  defence  of  every  part  of  the  Britifti  coaft. 
Why  elfe  was  Portfmouth  fortified,  but  becaufe  a fleet  may 
fometimes  be  wind  bound  and  cannot  be  brought  in  to  fervice  ? 
No  man  could  ferioufly  believe  that  Great  Britain  would 
negleft  us — but  it  was  as  unreafonable  to  expert  that  fhe 
fhould  in  all  cafes  be  able  to  afford  us  afliftance.  Let  Gen- 
tlemen look  back  to  the  period  of  the  revolution  : they  would 
find  it  was  becaufe  the  fleet  of  England  was  detained  by  ad- 
verfe  winds  that  the  prince  of  Orange  was  able  to  effect  a 
landing  in  England.  The  cafe  of  admiral  Hawke  had  been 
mentioned  ; but  it  was  miftaken.  The  truth  was  that  when 
the  French  fleet  came  out,  admiral  Hawke  was  driven  by  a 
jftrong  eafterly  wind  far  into  the  Atlantic — fortunately  the 
wind  fhifted  to  the  weft  and  brought  him  back  into  the 
Channel,  or  Conflans  might  have  effe£led  his  purpofe.  He 
concluded  by  declaring  himfelf  againft  the  amendment. 

Sir  J.  Blaquiere  oppofed  the  amendment,  and  read  a 
letter  from  an  officer  on  board  lord  Bridport’s  fleet  account- 
ing for  the  delay  of  it,  &c. 

Mr.  Arckdall  alfo  oppofed  the  amendment. 

'Mr.  Curran  ftrongly  reprobated-  the  mode  ufed  to 
hurry  the  Houfc  into  a decifion  on  fubjeefts  which  requir- 
ed to  be  very  maturely  conlidered.  He  took  a general  view 
of  the  Addrefs  as  it  related  to  the  defence  of  the  country 
by  the  Britifti  fleet,  on  the  negociation  with  France,  and  as 
pledging  the  country  to  continue  the  war.  With  refpe£t  to 
the  firft  nothing  was  more  clear  than  that  it  was  a fubjeFt 
which  deferved  enquiry,  and  which  the  Houle  could  not  as. 
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yet  have  examined.  All  that  was  yet  known  on  the  fub- 
je£t  was  that  it  had  been  underhood  for  three  months  palt 
that  a defign  was  entertained  to  invade  Ireland.  The  lhi- 
tifli  minifter  aflefled  indeed  not  to  believe  this,  and  went  fo 
far  as  to  fay,  on  the  very  day  when  the  French  fleet  were  in 
Bantry  Bay,  that  the  report  was  but  the  phrenetic  rumour  of 
the  day.  The  armament,  however,  arrived,  and  on  the 
whole  coaft  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  a Britifh  line  of 
battle  fhip  was  not  to  be  feen.  Why  was  this  ? Fie  did 
not  mean  to  criminate  the  admirals  who  commanded,  nor 
the  Britifh  cabinet — but  he  would  contend  for  it,  the  affair 
at  firft  view  appeared  fuch  as  deferved  to  be  enquired  into , 
and  he  would  fay  more,  that  if  Parliament  did  not  enquire, 
they  would  abandon  their  duty  to  their  country  and  to  them- 
felves.  Ireland  had  a right  to  prote&ion  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  if  it  was  not  given,  it  became  her  Parliament  to 
enquire.  Fie  knew,  indeed,  that  the  contributions  of  Ire- 
land in  a pecuniary  way  were  laughed  at  by  the  great  mo- 
nied intereft  of  Great  Britain — but  if  the  proportion  of  our 
wealth  to  her’s  were  confidered,  it  would  be  found,  we 
contributed  a full  ffiare  *,  but  befides  our  wealth  we  contri- 
buted what;  to  Britain  was  more  eflenrial  than  wealth — we 
contributed  that,  without  which  wealth  would  be  ufeiefsto 
her — we  gave  100,000  men  to  her  navy  and  to  her  armies. 
Ireland  was  entitled  then  to  protection,  but  (he  received  it 
not.  If  Parliament  negledl,  or  refufe  to  enquire  why  fire 
did  not  receive  it,  let  them  anfwer  it  to  their  country. 

The  Houfe  were  alfo  called  to  decide  on  the  negotiation  ; 
to  fay  that  it  was  broken  off  by  the  arrogance  of  France. — 
What  proofs  are  there  of  that  ? The  Floufe  mufl  be  cmnif- 
cient  if  they  can  determine,  without  having  read  any  one 
paper  in  fupport  of,  or  againfl  that  proportion.  To  him 
it  feenred  that  the  cafe  was  far  from  being  a clear  one,  that 
the  fault  was  in  the  French.  Lord  Mai  me  (bury  goes  to  Pa- 
ris, and  tells  the  Directory  that  he  is  come  to  negociate  for 
peace — they  afle  liim  had  he  a power  to  treat  for  the  allies  ? 
Oh  no — he  had  no  power  to  treat  for  the  allies.  Had  he 
any  powers  to  treat  for  a feparate  peace  ? No — he  had  no 
power  to  treat  for  a feparate  peace ; but  he  came  to  treat 
for  peace — hut  whether  a genera!  or  a feparate  peace  he  could 
not  fay.  It  was  exactly  fuch  a cafe,  toule  a profefiional  il- 
luftration,  as  if  a man  came  to  eompromife  a fait  between 
two  parties  without  having  powers  from  either.  So  bung- 
ling a contrivance  was  never  before  made  ufe  of  to  attempt 
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deceit,  and  gam  a colourable  pretext  for  continuing  a quar- 
rel ! The  French  are  charged  in  the  Addrefs  with  terminat- 
ing the  negociation  arrogantly.  He  did  not  exaftly  know 
in  what  that  arrogance  appeared.  If  it  was  arrogant  in 
France  to  infill  on  a fine  qua  nony  the  retaining  of  Holland,  it 
■was  furely  equally  arrogant  in  England  to  infill  on  the  ceffion 
of  Floliand  as  a fine  qua  non.  He  could  not  therefore,  un- 
prepared as  he  was,  determine  at  the  moment  that  the  ne- 
gociation was  broken  by  the  fault  of  France  : fo  far  as  he  was 
yet  informed,  he  thought  the  contrary.  On  the  fubjedt  of 
the  war,  he  reprefented  very  forcibly  the  danger  and  the  mif- 
chief  of  pledging  the  country  to  fupport  it  until  the  Nether- 
lands were  reftored.  He  confefled  he  was  of  the  number 
of  thofe  who  originally  agreed  to  fupport  the  war  : he  never 
approved  of  its  principle,  but  when  once  Great  Britain  had 
embarked  in  it,  he  feared  it  might  damp  her  ardor  and  give 
vigor  to  her  enemies  if  it  were  oppofed  in  Ireland.  Of  the 
merits  of  the  war  his  opinion  had  never  changed — lie  had 
always  thought  it,  and  would  always  think  it,  a war  begun  in 
interested  ambition,  and  carried  on  againlt  the  liberty  of 
mankind — but  had  a powerful  oppofuion  rifen  againfl  it  in 
the  Irifh  Parliament,  it  might  have  rather  been  taken  by  the 
enemies  as  a fignal  for  turning  the  tide  of  war  upon  our 
illand,  than  been  looked  on  by  the  minilterof  Great  Britain 
as  a falutary  admonition  to  his  folly.  Now  the  circumftances 
are  changed — the  minifter  has  been  taught  wifdom,  had  he 
been  capable  of  inftrudlion,  by  four  years  calamities,  and 
France  is  now  too  well  acquainted  with  our  fituation  to  fear 
that  any  new  information  may  be  conveyed  to  them  by  what 
paffes  in  this  Houfe — how  France  came  to  know  our  fup- 
pofed  weaknefs  and  diftradtion — let  them  anfwer  who  paffecj 
a Gunpowder  Bill  and  a Convention  Adi,  as  if  the  people 
of  Ireland  were  too  ill  affedled  to  be  trufted  with  arms  or 
fullered  to  fpeak  their  fentiments.  Let  them  anfwer  who  at 
midnight  came  to  this  Houfe,  and,  as  if  in  the  tumult  of  a 
rebellion,  palled  an  Habeas  Corpus  Adi,  making  the  Crown 
the  arbiter  of  the  fubjedPs  liberty,  and  fufpending,  as  if 
treafon  ftalked  through  the  land,  every  privilege  of  the  laws 
and  the  confcirution.  What  are  the  feelings  of  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen at  this  hour  when  after  thus  treating  the  people  of 
Ireland  as  traitors  and  rebels,  by  Adis  which  reduced  them 
as  to  fullering  and  difqualification,  to  a level  with  the  rebel, 
&c. — what  are  now',  I alk,  the  fetlings  of  thofe  men  when 
they  are  now  forced  to  come  forward  and  declare,  that  to  the 
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loyalty,  the  zeal,  and  afFe&ion  of  thofe  very  men  they  owe 
the  fafety  and  the  exigence  of  the  country  which  the  ncgle£t 
of  his  Majefty’s  miniiters  had  left  expofed  to  the  enemy 
during  a fpace  of  twenty  days  ? — The  people  have  faved  the 
country — the  adminift ration  have  deftroyed  the  conftitution 
— what  is  there  left  of  Irifh  freedom  ? What  is  there  left 
in  Ireland  of  the  Britifh  conftitution  ? Have  not  the  peo- 
ple been  deprived  of  every  valuable  privilege  ot  Ipeaking 
and  adfing  in  a public  way  ? — have  they  not  been  fubjefled 
to  prifon  and  maflacre  ? If  any  gentleman  thinks  I am 
declaiming,  let  him  fit  down  and  tell  me  in  written  charac- 
ters what  remains  to  Ireland  of  her  conftitution — he  will 
find  on  that  examination  that  I am  fpeaking  truth  without 
exaggeration.  Ireland  has  loft  her  freedom — England  has 
partly  loft  it — (be  has  miftaken  wealth  for  power,  and  pow- 
er for  liberty.  She  is  now  beginning  to  learn  the  lefion  of 
adverfity — her  blood  is  flowing,  and  when  the  wound  ftiff- 
ens  Ihe  will  feel  it — Ihe  will  then  learn  that  there  are  phyfical 
bounds  to  the  wealth  of  a nation  as  well  as  that  of  individuals 
— flie  will  find  that  with  her  burthen  of  400,000,0001.  of 
debt,  her  fmall  remains  of  liberty  will  be  unable  to  fupport: 
her.  What  is  the  force  of  Britain  ? France  has  natural 
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ftrength — fhe  lias  extenfive  territory — fhe  reckons  climates 
under  her  dominion,  and  exults  in  her  thirty  millions  of 
population.  The  force  of  Britain  is  her  fpirit  of  liberty, 
her  commercial  enterprize,  and  her  commercial  connexion. 
Her  liberty  is  gone — her  commerce  is  bending  under  an 
accumulated  load  of  debt — (trip  her  of  her  commercial  ter- 
ritory, and  comprefs  her  within  her- natural  dimenfions,  and 
where  is  Ihe  ? The  calamities  of  Great  Britain  are  the  ca- 
lamities of  Ireland,  though  unhappily  her  benefits  and  her 
advantages  Ihe  has  not  Ihared  with  us.  But  as  Ireland  is  at 
leaft  to  fuffer  with  Great  Britain,  it  is  wife  to  itop  her  in 
her  race  towards  ruin  *,  therefore  it  is  that  he  would  rather 
reprefs  than  encourage  her  rage  for  a war  which  evidently 
tends  to  involve  her  itill  more  deeply  in  deftrudlion.  Gen- 
tlemen are  encouraged  to  be  libera!  in  fupport  of  the.  war — 
why  ? Becaufe  the  martial  fpirit  of  the  people  is  up.  We 
have  fo  manTr  thoufands  brave  loyal  fubjedls  in  arms.  He 
would  afk  gentlemen  did  they  think  that  the  compliments 
of  a Lord  Lieutenant’s  Secretary  or  of  a Houfe  of  Com- 
mons could  continue  to  fupport  thefe  men  in  negletSling 
their  ordinary  and  indifpenfable  avocations.  Could  thole 
men  live  in  idlenefs,  or  feed  their  families  by  the  produce 
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of  their  military  exhibitions  ? Gentlemen  were  too  wife  to 
think  fo  ; they  muft  know  that  a country  in  arms  will  foon 
be  a ruined  countiy  *,  indutlry  alone  can  produce  wealth,  or 
the  necefiaries  of  lire,  and  a military  life  is  incompatible 
with  induftry.  But  the  refources  of  the  country  flonrifli — 
where  are  they? — You  have  already  laid  a fhiiiing  on  the 
brogue  of  your  beggar  peafants — will  you  impofe  another 
flailing  on  them — or  if  you  do,  who  will  be  able  to  pur- 
chafe  ? — fhofe  peafants,  already  fo  rich  in  loyalty,  and  zeal 
for  the  oonftitution,  what  other  wealth  have  they  ? Seven 
pence  per  day!  Can  they,  with  all  their  loyalty,  and  loyal 
they  are,  bear  any  diminution*  of  this  fcarcity  ? This  has 
been  a war  for  religion — has  the  church  contributed — or 
will  it  contribute — if  not,  it  behoves  you  to  look  out  for 
your  refources,  before  you  pledge  yourfelves  fill  farther  to 
fupport  the  war. 

Mr.  Egan  replied  to  Mr.  Curran,  and  oppofed  the  amend- 
ment. 


Mr  Grattan  replied  to  thefe  points,  the  defence  of  the 
Country  ihe  overtures  for  peace,  and  the  continuation  of  the  cwar. 
He  laid,  a Right  Hon.  Member  had  mentioned,  that  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  had  not  been  negleffed  by  the  Britifh 
minillry,  and  he  has  had  the  fupport,  in  that  afifertion,  of 
a very  refpectable  fea  officer.  However,  this  Koufe  and 
this  Nation  require  fomething  more  fatisla&ory.  'I  he  French 
fleet  failed  from  the  port  of  Brelt  on  the  19th  of  December, 
came  to  Bantry  Bayou  the  22d,  and  remained  there  till  the 
3d  of  January  without  any  kind  of  moleftation  from  the 
Britilh  fleet  •,  it  remained  to  be  ihewn  that  this  did  not  arife 
from  any  negledl  in  victualling,  or  from  any  caufe  but  the 
weather-,  it  remains  to  be  Ihewn  how  it  happened  that  the 
mini  fry  fliould  not  have  known  the  deflination  of  the  French 
fleet,  and  have  been  fo  extremely  ignorant  on  that  fubjedf  , 
that  one  cf  them  in  his  own  paper  is  reported  to  have  fa  id, 
that  a French  fleet  in  Bantry  Bay  was  the  frency  o*  idle  re- 
port, at  the  very  moment  when  they  were  aHualiy  there. 
He  obferved,  that  he  did  affirm,  appearances  were  fo  ftrong- 
jy  againfl  the  miniftry  in  this  cafe,  that  we  ought  at  leaft 
to  inquire — that  we  ought  befldes  to  know  how  we  flood  in 
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Lift  three  years  dilatory,  and  even  criminal  on  this  fubje£l — * 

that  it  was  the  more  incumbent  on  us  to  make  fuch  enquiry 

• * 

as  it  had  been  the  habit  of  the  Englith  court  to  negledl; 
Ireland — that  this  was  the  fecond  war  in  which,  within, 
thefe  fifteen  years,  lhe  had  been  involved  by  England,  and 
entirely  abandoned — that  in  the  American  war,  the  Erhiih 
miniftry  had  taken  away  her  army,  and  left  her  defenedefs, 
und  in  1779  the  Secretary  informed  the  people  of  Ireland, 
they  muft  take  the  defence  of  the  country  into  their  own 
hands*,  hence  the  volunteers! — that  in  the  prtiei  t v.  i, 
when  an  invafion  was  apprehended, and  aconfiderable  Freis  Ji 
fleet  in  thofe  leas,  the  Britifli  miniftry  had  taken  away  our 
army,  and  though  we  had  voted  1 7,000  regulars  for  our  in- 
ternal defence,  had,  by  difpenfmg  with  law,  left  us  ; ot 
8,000  regulars  in  the  kingdom — and,  now  a third  time  h • ... 
they  left  us  without  the  protection  of  the  Britiih  fleet,  vx.  . 
raw  troops,  and  to  the  accident  of  wind  and  weather  :or 
fafety.  He  had  called  this  negledf  of  Ireland,  manifested 
in  more  inftances  than  one,  infolence  on  the  part  of  the 
Britiih  miniltiy,  growing  into  the  h bit  of  contumely,  and 
refented  everywhere  in  this  country  except  in  her  ? * - 

ment.  The  Rt.  lion.  Member  had  objedfed  to  the  exp.uiT 
ons.  but  he  was  forry  he  could  not  foften  them  ; on  the 
trarv,  he  believed  it  was  ufeful,as  well  as  juft,  to  ring  in 
ears  of  the  Britifh  Cabinet  fuch  terms  of  reprobatio  : — ha- 
had  it  been  for  them  and  their  country  that  they  had  btex 
lefs  flattered  by  addrefs  and  more  ccnfured  by  Tailiament. 
In  the  American  war  had  the  Britiih  miniftry  be  xi  ftigma- 
tized,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  what  a deiuficn  had  been 
ftopped,  and  an  empire  faved  ! but  wc  flatter  arid  deceive 
minifters  until  the  mifehief  is  done,  and  we  find  out  the 
truth  in  the  ruin  of  the  empire.  With  refpeci  to  Ireland,  it 
is  peculiarly  neceflary  to  fpeak  to  minifters  a plain  language; 
that  they  have  in  general,  with  regard  to  this  country,  >eeri 
faucy,  and  exercifed  cm  impudent  contempt  without  any 
foundation  in  fuccefs  or  glory — that  we  had  taught  them  to 
defpife  us,  by  defpifing  our  elves,  and  made  them  forget 
that  they  were  not  nowin  a fituatfon  to  defpife  any  thin;;-  - 
that  this  was  owing  partly  to  parliamentary,  partly  to  pt  - 
lonal  meannefs.  The  gentlemen  of  this  country  depend  too 
much  to  a Britiih  Cabinet,  which,  at  the  moft  flburiihii  g 
time,  was  compofed  of  men,  who,  as  fdlow  fubjedlo,  were 
at  beft  but  our  equals,  and,  at  the  prefent  time,  as  > my 
inifehievous  fellow-fubje&s,  our  inferiors ; and  even  if  t • 
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were  to  familiarize  the  ears  of  the  Irifh  fecret ary  to  fome- 
thing  much  below  dictation — if  we  were  to  fall  lefs  often  at 
his  feet,  and  to  afiert  Irifh  fuperiority  againft  his  high  pre- 
tenfions  more  frequently,  we  fhould  do  him  lefs  prejudice, 
and  ourfelves  more  honour. 

Having  repeated  all  thefe  terms,  however  unpalatable,  of 
infolence  and  contumely  appropriate  to  the  Britifh  minidry  re- 
garding this  country,  he  begged  to  obferve  on  that  part  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman’s  fpeech,  which  defended  the 
fincerity  of  his  Majedy’s  miniders  in  their  late  overture  » for 
peace.  The  member  had  affumed  that  the  Fren^  were’ 
Infincere,  and  therefore  he  affumed  that  the  Englii&  mfnif- 
ters  were  fin  cere  ; but  might  not  they  both  have  been  infin- 
cere  ? Proofs  of  the  fincerity  of  his  friends  were  marveloufly 
deficient— not  one,  not  a fmgle  one  does  the  Right  Hon. 
Member  attempt  to  advance.  He  has  dwelt  on  t ho  ambiti- 
on of  France — much  on  the  arrogance  of  France — much  on 
her  pride— and  as  far  as  inveterate  hodility  and  offenGve 
language  were  proofs  of  a pacific  difpofition  in  thofe  con- 
nebled  with  his  Majedy,  he  proved  that  difpofition  mod 
abundantly.  He  dates  that  the  propofal  of  the  Britifh  envoy 
did  not  go  to  the  diflblution  of  treaties  and  engagements 
made  already  by  the  French  republic — and  Belgium,  he 
faid,  was  not  connedted  tjy  treaty  but  by  Conftitution.  Is 
that  a fair  datement  of  the  propofal  ? Certainly  it  did  not 
go  to  a difiblufion  of  a treaty  which  did  not  exid  with  Bel- 
gium, but  it  did  go  to  the  diffolution  Gf  thofe  treaties  en- 
tered into  with  other  powers  *,  with  the  princes  of  Germa- 
31  y — and  alfo,  to  tfie  diflblution  of  all  faith  with  the  Italian 
dates  republicanized  in  concert  with  France.  It  propofed 
that  France  (hould  pronounce  herfelf  to  all  Europe,  a 
country  incapable  of  maintaining  the  relationfbip  of  peace 
and  amity — -and  that  die  fbould  furrender  back  to  their  old 
maders,  thofe  extenfive  countries  which  five  had  detached 
from  thofe  maders.  Thefe  were  ter  pis  which  only  could  be 
propofed  to  a conquered  country  ; and  therefore  when  fuch 
y/ere  propofed  to  France  in  her  fituation,  it  was  a propoiiti- 
cn  of  rupture,  and  not  of  peace.  To  prove  this,  it  is  only 
neceffary  to  confider  the  fine  qua  non  of  the  Britiih  envoy  *,  he 
makes  as  a fine  qua  non  of  peace  the  furrender  of  Belgium, 
the  annexation  of  which,  France  has  made  a fine  qua  non 
of  conditution  , and  which  he  was  apprized  to  be  fo  by  her 
publication  declaring  her  fenfe  and  determination  on  that  ar- 
ticle of  her  conduction  : he  thus  nropofes  as  a fne  qua  non, 
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of  peace  a condition  impoffible,  except  it  can  be  obtained 
by  arms,  and  therefore  propofes  a rupture  for  the  prelent, 
not  a peace;  and  then  comes  to  Parliament  and  defires the 
benefit  of  two  propofitions — that  in  propofing  fuch  a condi- 
tion, he  had  a view  to  the  balance  of  power,  and  had  alfo  a 
view  to  peace  In  thispropofal  he  had  retraced  the  princi- 
ple of  his  own  balls-,  his  balls  propofes  compenfation,  and 
when  that  principle  is  agreed  on,  he  offers  a few  Welt  India 
jflands  for  a confiderable  part  of  Europe,  including  in  that, 
a certain  portion  which  the  French  Directory  could  not  cede, 
even  though  adequate  compenfation  had  been  offered — thus, 
if  an  agent  (hould  for  his  employer  offer  iool.  for  an  effate 
of  ioool.avear,  and  defire  to  be  included  in  the  tale  a 
certain  defeription  of  land  which  was  under  fettlement  and 
unalienable;  you  never  furely  could  allow  that  he  was  fin- 
cere  in  the  offer.  The  cafe  is  obvious;  it  was  an  objeO, 
when  the  Aultrians  retired  to  the  Danube,  to  put  matters 
in  a train  of  peace  ; it  was  a great  object  to  throw  on  France 
the  odium  of  the  war;  it  was  an  object  when  the  Aultrians 
returned  to  the  Rhine,  to  break  off  thofe  overtures  when 
the  fupply  fhould  be  obtained;  and  the  means  were  obvious — - 
to  propofe  impoffible  conditions.  In  truth,  it  is  known, 
that  the  fituation  of  the  miniilry  was  fuch,  that  they  could 
not  make  peace,  becaufe  they  could  not  make  wav  ; they 
were  fo  unfortunate  in  every  campaign,  that  any  peace  they 
could  make  would  have  been  difgracefu! — would  have  been 
an  acknowledgement  of  all  their  defeats — would  have  been 
their  difmiffal,  and  probably  their  punilhment.  They  therefore 
fufpended  the  evil  hour,  by  continuation  of  the  war;  they 
thought  it  better  to  try  and  gamble  in  politics  a little  longer: 
their  apology  to-night  has  amounted  to  this,  that  they  had 
reduced  their  country  to  fuch  a fituation,  that  they  could 
not  makepeace — that  they  had  loll  every  thing  in  Europe — 
that  they  were  obliged  to  make  certain  political  manoeuvres 
that  affumed  a difpofition  to  peace  ; but  that  they  could  not 
make  any  peace  which  did  not  link  England.  This  amounts 
to  a complete  practical  confeffion  of  having  ruined  their 
country.  Such  has  been,  by  their  own  acknowledgement, 
the  event  of  the  war. 

A queftion  naturally  arifes — how  came  they  'repeatedly  to 
decline  opportunities  of  peace  hitherto  ? Why  did  they, 
under  the  repeated  experience  of  their  own  failure  and  inca- 
pacity, perfilt  in  the  war  ? a conduct  juflifiable  in  fuch 
a minilter  as  Lord  Chatham,  is  inexcusable  iu  fuch  a mi- 
niitry  as  they  are*— in  fuch  a fituation,  a minilter  has 
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only  to  go  out,  or  to  make  peace ; but  here  he  is  incor- 
rigible in  perfifting  to  fight  down  the  country  under  the 
pretence  of  feeking — What  ? Indemnification  for  the 
pail,  fecurity  for  the  future  1 However*  excufing  this* 
which  is  going  pretty  far*  why  delude  the  country  with 
falfe  affurances  ? Why  hold  out  the  faith  of  faffe  allies  ? 
Why  hold  out  the  failure  of  French  refources  ? The  coun- 
try may  have  an  exeufe  for  continuing  a war  for  a certain 
time,  from  a confidence  in  the  ability  and  the  affurances  of 
her  minifters  ; but  minifters  mult  know  their  own  infuffici- 
ency  and  their  own  fallacy.  Faffing  over  both*  let  us  afk 
this-  queftion— What  reafon  do  they  give  that  they  will  con- 
duct the  war  with  more  fuccefs  hereafter  ? What  new  re- 
fources ? What  new  allies  l The  Right  Honourable  Mem- 
ber has  not  thought  fit  to  mention  one  ; no— you  have  loft: 
your  allies*  and  have  kept  your  minifters— you  are  to  perfiffi 
in  the  war  with  a view  to  recover  Belgium  for  the  Emperor* 
with  one  ally  only*  which  Belgium  you  loft*  though  f up- 
ported  by  the  confederacy  of  Europe.  In  the  defeat  of  al- 
lies* the  diminution  of  refourees*  and  the  converfion  of  old 
allies  into  new  enemies*  does  the  gentleman  find  his  only 
hope  and  refource.  It  is  not  dated  now,  that  France  is  in 
the  gtilph  of  bankruptcy— -he  is  afbamed  to  retail  that  non- 
fenfe;  it  is  not  ftated  now  that  the  French  are  proceeding- 
to  a date  of  revolution-— it  is  not  ftated  that  Belgium  is 
difpofed  to  detach  herfelf  from  the  French  Republic,  and 
go  back  to  the  yoke  of  Auftria  5 we  remember  (lie  twice 
ill 00k  offi  that  yoke  within  a few  years  laic  pail— it  is  not 
hated,  fuppofe  you  could  detach,  hov/  you  could  detain  for 
Auftria  her  provinces*  liable  to  the  inroads  of  France,  and 
now  without  any  fortified  town*.  No— nothing  whatfoever 
is  ftated  to  give  any  new  hope  on  the  fubjefb  : and  you  are* 
on  the  credit  of  paft  defeat*  and  on  the  affiurance  of  diicre- 
dited  tmderftanding*  to  throw  after  what  you  have  little 
probability  to  recover*  the  relicts,  which  minifters  have  left 
of  British  Empire-  In  making  this  eppofition,  and  thus 
refuting  to  encourage  thp  profecution  of  the  war,  it  was  not 
that  he  did  not  wifb  to  recover  Belgium,  but  he  did  nor 
with  to  hazard  Ireland— the  minifter  was  now  gambling* 
not  with  diftant  fettiements,  or  Weft  India  KLinds*  but  with 
the  home  part  and  parcel  of  the  British  Empire.  It  ha-s  been 
fuid,  won’t  you  fupport  England  in  the  war  ? It  is  notfup- 
porting  Eu-g End  m the  war*  It  Yzas,  laid  fame  time  ago* 
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won’t  you  approve  of  overtures  of  peace  ? It  was  not  ap- 
proving of  overtures  of  peace,  but  of  the  miniftry  playing 
tricks  about  war  and  peace  ! 

Having  relinquifhed  the  obje&s  of  the  war  then,  and 
now  all  hopes  and  fincere  difpofitions  towards  obtaining  a 
peace,  and  trying  to  fufpend  their  deftiny  by  making  the 
lituation  of  the  Empire  as  defperate  as  their  own — he 
begged  the  Houfe  to  confider,  the  queftion  was  not  whether 
it  was  deftrabie,  but  poftible,  to  recover  Belgium— r-whether 
you  were  not  more  likely  to  lofe  part  of  what  you  have,  than 
to  recover  part  of  what  you  have  loft.  He  begged  to  re- 
mind them  that  as  the  old  allies  had  fallen  off,  fo  new  dan- 
gers had  preiented  themfeives  ; that  it  was  no  longer  a quef- 
tion,  whether  you  would  be  in  Paris,  but  it  was  a few 
days  a queftion,  whether  the  French  would  not  take  Cork. 
He  obferved  that  the  argument  urged  in  favour  of  an  Ad- 
el refs  encouraging  England  to  profecute  the  war,  ar.d  found- 
ed on  former  fupport,  was  in  point  againft  that  encourage- 
ment, for  in  fa£I  it  amounted  to  this-— you  fhould  encou- 
rage England  to  perfift  in  a war,  in  which  you  have  fup- 
ported  her  with  conftderable  damage  to  yourfeif,  and  with 
fuch  effect  on  her  as  has  not  prevented  the  defeat  of  her 
allies  and  the  ruin  of  her  power.  As  the  dangers  of  the 
war  increafed,  its  obje£ls  have  vani(hed  ; the  hcheit,  that 
is  no  more  a contefted  point-— the  French  Republic,  that  is 
recognized;  Holland,  Ihe  is  furrendered  to  France,  and  her 
colonies  plundered  by  England  ! One  objeff  only  remains  ; 
Belgium,  which,  for  any  hope  afforded  by  minifters,  feems 
unattainable  ; all  the  objects  of  them  are  then  given  up  by 
the  miniftry,  except  that  object  which  they  have  no  chance 
to  recover.  Thofe  who  vote  for  fuch  Addreffes  as  this, 
don’t  appear  to  me  to  fupport  the  war,  but  the  miniftry  in  all 
their  changes — who,  whether  they  chcofe  to  treat  with  the 
French  Republic,  or  choofe  to  acknowledge  the  French  Re- 
public, or  choofe  to  make  overtures  of  peace,  or  pronounce 
peace  unattainable,  equally  meet  with  the  lame  cry  and  the 
fame  fupport,  and  obtain  the  fame  confidence,  or  the  fame 
furrender  of  all  judgment  enquiry  or  check,  on  the  part  of 
Parliament.  This  country  was  the  more  interefted  to  inter- 
pofe  between  England  and  her  fate,  if  Ireland  were  to  par- 
take of  it — if  fhe  were  to  fall  along  with  her,  fhe  fhould 
endeavour  to  prevent  that  fall ; whereas  in  the  prefect  cafe, 
file  appeared  to  him  to  join  with  the  defpair  of  minifters 
againft  the  JBritifh  Empire,  and  to  fupport,  not  that  Empire, 
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but  that  cabinet  againfl  that  Empire,  and,  in.  combination 
with  a fet  of  minifters,  to  precipitate  England,  by  the  profe-* 
cution  of  a fyftem  which  but  this  moment  threatened  the 
fafety  of  one  country  and  had  near  funk  the  power  of  the 
other.  If  Ireland  were  the  natural  enemy  to  Great  Britain, 
fhe  fhould  now  enter  with  zeal  in  fupport  of  that  fyftem — 
fhe  Ihould  endeavour  to  perfuade  Great  Britain  to  fpend 
more  money  and  more  men  in  purfuit  of  fome  object  which1 
fhe. did  not  believe  fhe  could  obtain,  untii  her  debt  became 
fo  immenfe,  and  her  continental  influence  fo  reduced,  that 
ibe  fhould  ceafe  to  be  a leading  nation  in  Europe,  and  have 
in  her  own  territory  to  encounter  bankruptcy  or  revolution. 
The  queftion  before  the  Houfe  was  not,  whether  this  coun- 
try fhould  go  on  with  England  in  the  war,  but  whether  fhe 
fhould  give  her  an  extraordinary  encouragement  and  exhor- 
tation to  perfift  in  it — whether  we  fhould  fay  what  we  did 
not  believe  to  be  true,  that  we  thought  the  miniftry  were 
lincere  in  their  overtures  for  peace,  and  likely  to  be  fuccefs- 
ful  in  the  profecution  of  the  war. 

The  Plight  Honourable  Member  had,  in  the  train  of  his  * 
fpeech,  alluded  to  the  yeoman  corps,  and  had  faid  that  he 
had  given  that  project  but  little  afliftance — the  Member  is 
totally  and  grofsly  miftaken  *,  that  project  was  a meafure  of 
the  adminiftration  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  and  defeated  by 
the  miniftry  to  which  that  Member  belongs — it  was  planned 
and  propofed  to  the  Englifh  miniftry  in  1795,  and  was  ren- 
dered abortive  by  that  miniftry  who  thought  it  better  to  re- 
call the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  rejedt  the  Catholic  Bill ; it 
was  his  friends  who  betrayed  that  government,  and  forfeit- 
ed their  own  honour,  that  prevented  the  yeomanry  corps  at 
that  time  ; who,  had  they  then  taken  place,  would  have 
had  this  advantage  over  his  project,  that  they  would  have 
been  formed  on  a principle  of  conftitutional  communication 
and  equality,  without  diftinction  of  religion,  inftead  of  the 
fparing  introduction  of  fome  few  catholics*,  and  alfo  with 
this  other  advantage,  that  they  would  have  had  the  fuperior- 
ity  of  two  years  inllead  of  two  months  difeipline.  On  this 
fame  principle,  he  had  wiflied  to  extend  the  fervice,  by  pro- 
pofing,  at  the  opening  of  the  Seflion,  the  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation, a National  Communication  of  Privileges,  as  the 
belt  ground-work  for  a national  communication  of  arms. 

If  there  were  any  referve  among  the  catholics  on  the  firfl: 
eftabliihment  of  thefe  corps,  it  mud  be  attributed  to  the 
principle  of  government  in  the  rejedlion  of  that  propofition  ; 
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the  exiftence  of  fuch  a plan  is  therefore  due  to  his  prede- 
cefibrs,  the  limitation  and  the  procraftination  of  it,  to  him- 
felf. 

The  Member  has,  with  great  truth  and  juflice,  entered 
into  a panegyric  on  the  loyalty,  the  fervices,  and  the  zeal  of 
thofe  very  Roman  catholics  *,  and  he  has  extended  his  praife 
very  jullly  to  the  lower  orders  among  them — we  thank  him 
— he  does  them  no  more  than  »uliice.  It  was  on  that  con- 
viction we  thought  it  perfectly  fafe  to  give  them  the  blefs- 
ings  of  the  constitution,  and  introduced  a Bill  in  1795  f°r 
that  purpofe  *,  in  doing  which,  we,  together  with  that  mi- 
niltry,  were  difmifled  from'  power  and  confutation  by  the 
friends  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  fent  him  over  to  op- 
pofe  that  Bill — which  he  did  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  as  to 
throw  out  that  Bill,  with  a memorable  declaration — that  he 
would  refill  with  life  and  fortune  the  clamours  of  the  ca- 
tholics, thofe  very  people  on  whom  he  has  this  day  poured 
out  fo  juft  and  unbounded  an  encomium.  He  anfwers  the 
fhallow  charge  of  that  fervant  of  government,  who  faid,  the 
catholics,  as  long  as  they  retained  the  feelings  of  men, 
could  never  be  loyal  to  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  but  rauft  al- 
ways wifti  for  a Popilh  government,  and  the  fubverfion  of 
the  proieftant  religion  Such  a panegyric,  coming  from  the 
minifter,  is  not  only  a reprobation  of  the  vile  and  impudent 
feurriility  uttered  by  fuch  fervants,  but  it  is  on  his  part  a 
recantation  and  a public  renunciation  of  the  juftlce  of  the 
proferiptive  principle  which  brought  him  to  this  country  j 
and  it  is  alfo  an  involuntary,  and  therefore  the  more  accept- 
able praife  of  thofe  men,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  be  op- 
pofed  by  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  in  their  endea- 
vours to  reward  with  privileges  thofe  fubje£ts  whofe  merits 
he  has  pronounced,  though  he  has  not  as  yet  agreed  to  con- 
fider  or  reward. 

Mr.  Grattan  concluded  by  obferving,  that  he  concurred 
with  thofe  who  exprefied  their  wilh  to  apply  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  to  the  defence  of  the  country — and  one  way  of 
defending  the  country  was,  not  to  expofe  her  ; that  there- 
fore he  thought  it  fomewhat  inadvifeable  to  prompt  England 
to  proiecute  her  fyftem  of  war,  which  had  brought  the 
French  to  our  coaft,  without  a fleet  to  oppofe  them.  He 
thought  another  very  natural  way  of  defending  the  country, 
was  to  inquire  what  fteps  had  been  taken  for  that  purpofe, 
of  defence,  naval  or  military,  for  the  iaft  three  years — we 
knew  that  in  point  of  £3  61,  we  had  not  been  protected  *, 
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we  knew  that  of  the  different  fleets,  in  different  pofitions, 
none  came  to  Ireland,  though  the  French  had  left  their  har- 
bour on  the  19th  of  December,  and  had  continued  in  the 
Iriih  harbour  till  the  3d  or  4th  of  January.  For  this,  it  re- 
mains for  us  to  demand  a fatisfadlory  explanation- — it  is 
idle  to  talk  of  defending  the  country,  if  you  do  not  inquire 
into  the  conduit  of  minifters,  when  they  appear  to  negleit 
it.  Another  way  of  defending  the  kingdom,  is  to  unite  her 
as  much  as  poflible  ; but  that  union  is  befl  to  be  procured, 
by. giving  the  people  what  they  juftly  claim  ; and  the  minifter 
in  this  Houfe  allows  they  deferve  rights  and  privileges — but 
a very  different  method  has  been  taken  in  order  to  defend 
this  country;  and  therefore  it  is  that  we  are  now  to  thank 
the  wind  and  the  weather.  The  method  taken  has  been  to 
facrifice  her  privileges  to  her  defence,  and  her  defence  to 
her  minifters — that  is,  to  facrifice  every  thing  to  minifters, 
who  appear  to  be  more  fortunate  in  defending  themfeives  by 
a fyfiem  of  arbitrary  laws  againfl  the  conflitution  of  the 
country,  than  in  defending  the  country  by  the  Britifh  navy 
againfl  the  French. 

After  a fhort  reply  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, 

The  Houfe  divided,  (atone  o'clock)  when  there  appeared 
For  the  Ayes,  7 

Tellers — Right  Hon.  Henry  Grattan, 

Mr.  George  Fonfonby. 

For  the  Noes,  90 

Hon.  Captain  Packenham. 

A Committee  was  then  appointed  to  prepare  the  Addrefs, 
who  was  to  meet  ro-morrow  in  the  Speaker’s  chamber. 

Mr.  Stuart,  ofKillymoon,  moved  an  Addrefs  to  his  Ex- 
cellency, which  was  feconded  by  Captain  Packenham  ; and 
a Committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  it  on  to-morrow. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  a fupply 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Houfe  are  to  refolve  into  a Committee  on  to-morrow,  to 
confider  of  it. 

Adjourned  to  next  day. 

February 
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January  27,  1797* 

Mr.  T ighe  prefented  the  report  ofthelmpreft  Accounts. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Solicitor.  General  moved  that  the  order  of  the 
clay  for  the  (econd  reading  of  the  Slane  county  Meath  road 
Bill  be  difcharged. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  fecond  reading  fixed 
for  to-morrow. 

p 

Mr.  Rochford  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill  for 
amending  the  Jaws  refpefting  game. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ; and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be 
prepared,  & c. 

Adjournfed. 


January  28,  1797 . 

The  Right  Honourable  J.  Monck  Mason  moved,  that 
the  order  for  a Committee  of  the  Houfe  for  granting  fup- 
plies  to  his  Majefty  to  meet  on  Tuefday  next  be  difcharged, 
and  that  faid  Committee  be  ordered  for  Saturday  follow- 

ing. 

% 

Ordered. 

Lord  Castlereagh  rofe  to  give  notice  of  his  intention, 
on  a future  day,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill  tending 
to  put  this  country  in  a better  ftate  of  defence.  His  Lord- 
fhip  ftated,  that  as  the  time  for  which  the  militia  prefently 
embodied  is  to  ferve,  is  well  nigh  elapfed,  it  is  neceflary  that: 
Parliament  (hould  be  prepared  for  the  event.  He  alledged, 
that  though  the  A3  for  embodying  the  militia  provided  both 
for  the  firft  levy  and  for  an  augmentation,  a meafure  cal- 
culated to  render  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  more  gene- 
rally operative , than  they  were  rendered  by  either  the  pro- 
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vlfion  tor  the  original  levy  of  the  militia,  or  by  the  augment 
ration,  or  by  both  together,  would  be  proper.  His  Lord-- 
fhip  intimated  that  the  Bill  he  intended  to  move  for,  fhctild 
involve  to  me  ideas  to  found  the  plan  of  fuch  a meafure  , and 
that  the  honourable  Members  might  have  opportunity  to  ma- 
ture their  ideas  ori  the  fubjedb,  he  would  defer  his  intended 
motion  until  Thurfday  next,  when  he  would  introduce  it. 

Sir  T.  Blaqtjie re  declared  his  entire  agreement  with  thfe 
Nob!  c Lord  in  all  particulars,  fuve  one.  He  thought  that  a 
meafure  oi  fuch  vaft  importance,  as  the  augmentation  of  the 
iutrinfic  power  of  Ireland  for  felf-defcnce,.  ought  ter  he 
taken  into  confideration  immediately. 

Sir  L Parsons  fpoke  to  the  fame  purpofe,  with  refpe£l  to 
what  the  Noble  Lord  had  faid  relative  to  the  propriety  of 
providing  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  He  faid  he  was 
far  from  fuppofrng  that  Ireland  is  not  at  prefent  in  a ftate  of 
defence  fufficient  to  oppofe  and  overcome  all  the  attempts  cf 
foreign  enemies  or  domeftic  fadlion  ; but  yet  he  would  fay, 
it  ought  to  he  put  in  a ftate  of  defence  ftill  more  refpedlabie, 
and  in  doing  this  no  time  fhould  be  loft,  and  he  would  add, 
no  expence  fhould  be  fparedv 

Lord  Castlereagh  rofe  to  explain. 

Mr.  G.  Ponsgndy  gave  notice,  that  as  foon  as  an  Hon. 
Member,  now  ablent,  (Mr.  Pdham)  Ihould  return  to  the 
Houfe,  he  would  move  for  a refolution  of  the  Houfe- to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  adminiftratioif  in  the  meafures 
taken  for  the  defence  of  this  country  on  the  late  occafion 
of  threatened  invafion. 

Mr.  Cornwall’s  Bill,  relative  to  the  game  laws,  was 
read  a fir  ft  time,  arid  appointed  to  be  read  again  on  Tuef- 
day  next.  * ' / 

Mr.  Vandlleur  moved  for  leave  to  bring,  in  a Bill  for  the 
more  efte&ual  preventing  of  fraud  in  thefale  of  commodities 
by  weight  and  meafure. 

Ordered. 

Adjourned  till  Tuefday. 

January 
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January  3*>  l79J- 

The  accounts  of  corn  premiums,  and  feveral  other  of  the 
public  accounts,  were  prefented,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Vandeleur’s  Bill  for  preventing  frauds  in  the  fale  of 
commodities  by  weight  and  meafure,  was  prefented  and 
read.  * ~ 

Ordered  to  be  read  a fecond  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cornwall’s  Game  Bill  was  read  a fecond  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a third  time  on  Friday. 

Adjourned  til!  to-morrow. 


February  i,  i 797 . 

Mr.  MooRe  moved  for  feveral  of  the  public  account*. 

r \ 

Captain  Packenham  prefented  papers  and  eftimates  frot^i 
the  ordnance. 

1 • * 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

,r 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  that  the 
Committee  of  fupply,  which  ftood  for  Saturday,  be  dif< 
charged. 

O 

1 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Committee  fixed  for 
ruefday  next. 

Mr.  Rochford  moved  fox  feveral  eftimates  from  the  pub- 
lic offices. 

Ordered. 

Mr.  Vandeleur’s  Bill  for  regulating  weights  and  meafures 
was  read  a fecond  time,  and  committtd  for  Friday. 
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February  3,  1797. 

The  Speaker  having  taken  the  Chair, 

A new  Member  was  introduced,  and  took  the  ufual  oaths 
and  his  feat. 

Mr.  Burgh  prefented  fome  official  papers  from  his  official 
department,  purfuant  to  order. 

To  lie  on  the  table., 

Mr.  Rockford  moved  for  fome  official  papers  relative  ts 

the  malt  duties. 

Ordered  accordingly* 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS. 

Mr.  Egan  rofe  to  prefent  a petition  from  the  Infolvent 
Debtors  now  confined  in  the  feveral  marffialfeas  in  this  city, 
on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  their  fellow-fufferers  in  the 
feveral  jails  throughout  this  kingdom. 

On  introducing  this  petition,  Mr.  Egan  faid  it  was  an  ap- 
peal to  the  humanity  and  benevolence  of  the  Houfe  from  a 
clafs  of  men,  the  extreme  wretchednefs  of  whofe  fituation 
entitled  them  peculiarly  to  confideration.  The  petition  Rat- 
ed, that  mofl  of  the  petitioners  were  merchants,  traders,  or 
artifans,  whofe  families,  by  their  imprisonment,  were  cut 
off  from  all  means  of  fupport,  and  reduced  to  wretchednefs 
—that  they  were  ready,  and  willing  to  give  up  to  their  cre- 
ditors, all  the  property  in  their  poffeffion,  if  they  could  be 
rellored  to  liberty,  and  the  privileges  of  induftry,  to  earn  ?. 
livelihood  for  their  families.  It  ftated  that  many  of  them 
were  in  a llarving  condition,  not  only  utterly  unable  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  demands  of  their  creditors,  but  to  defray  the  ex- 
pellees of  lodging  even  in  the  prifon,  or  purchafe  the  com- 
mon neceffaries  of  life  ; and  therefore  praying- fuch- relief  as- 
to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  fhould  feem  meet. 

Mr.  Egan  concluded  by  urging,  that  if  ever  there  was  a 
period  in  the  annals  of  the  country  which  more  urgently 
called  for  relief  to  this  unfortunate  clafs  of  men,  it  was  the 
prefent.  Their  number  in  the  feveral  gaols  of  the  kingdom, 

confiderably 
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<*onfiderabIy  exceeded  1000,  which,  including  the  families 
dependant  on  their  indullry,  would  make  probably  four 
times  the  number  involved  in  their  fate.  If  the  Houfe  in 
its  benevolence  fhould  entertain  the  petition,  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  follow  up  the  bufinefs,  by  introducing  a Bill  up- 
on the  fubjeft.  He  mo'/ed  that  the  petition  be  now  receiv- 
ed. 

Mr.  Holmes  gave  his  mod  hearty  aflent  to  a meafure 
which  had  been  fo  long  near  his  heart,  and  upon  the  fub- 
je£t  of  which  he  had  fo  frequently  appealed  to  the  feelings 
of  the  Houfe  ; he  was  happy  the  talk  had  now  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  an  honourable  Member  fo  competent  ; and  he  ex- 
prefled  his  hope  the  honourable  Member  would  introduce 
a claufe  in  his  Bill  to  render  its  operation  permanent ; he 
feconded  the  motion. 

The  petition  was  received,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
£hs  table. 

DEFENCE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

* ■-.*•••  V 

Lorn  Castlereagh  rofe  to  introduce  his  promifed  men- 
tion, touching  the  neceffity  of  exerting  the  belt  poflible 
ipeans  of  improving  the  drength  of  the  nation  at  this  crifis  : 
it  had  been  a leading  object  wifh  the  government  of  the  counr 
try  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  to  put  this  coun- 
try into  a proper  date  of  public  drength,  and  to  increafe 
that  drength  in  proportion  as  the  appearance  of  danger  from 
the  enemy  had  increafed.  In  the  year  1 793,  the  militia  Bill 
had  pafled,  and  called  forth  in  this  country  a conditutional 
portion  of  our  national  drength  ; in  the  following  year  the 
militia  augmentation  Bill  was  palFed,  and  thereby  confider- 
ahly  increafed  that  portion  of  drength : and  as  the  threat", 
of  invafion  from  the  enemy  increafed,  the  drength  of  the 
country  was  dill  improved  on  the  fame  vigilant  and  pre- 
cautions principle  ; and  in  October  lad  the  yeomanry  Bill 
paded  into  a law.  At  that  time,  nptwithdanding  the 
threats  of  the  enemy,  to  invade  this  country,  their  real  in- 
tention was  matter  of  doubt.  They  had,  fince,  however, 
relieved  our  doubts  upon  that  fubjecl,  and  by  proceeding 
with  a fleet  and  army  to  our  very  coads,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fulfilling  the  menaces  of  attack,  obviated  all  uncertainties 
upon  the  fubjetl,  and  taught  us  to  edimate  the  defperation 
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of  the  enemy,  and  their  readinefsto  riik  the  lofs  of  a fleets 
■which  could  have  no  pretenfions  to  cope  -with  that  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  attempt  of  throwing  an  army  into  our  coun- 
try, for  the  purpofe  of  creating  a revolution  in  Ireland,  and 
Tendering  this  country  the  medium  of  an  attack  on  Great 
Britain.  The  attempt,  however,  has  proved  that,  which 
if  the  French  were  guided  by  the  ordinary  motives  of  pru- 
dence and  policy  that  guide  the  councils  of  other  nations, 
would  deter  them  from  repeating  the  attempt  on  Ireland. 
'Idle  courage  and  the  loyalty  of  the  country,  which  lay  doi> 
mant  under  a difbelief  that  the  threats  of  France  to  invade 
us  could  not  be  really  ferious,  the  moment  thefe  doubts 
were  removed  by  the  reality  of  an  attack,  came  forth  in 
fuch  a way  as  mull;  not  only  refledf  the  higheft  honour  upoti 
every  clafs  of  the  people,  but  convince  the  enemy  that  they 
had  grofsly  mifconceived  the  fpirit  of  the  nation.  No  man 
would  doubt  the  united  fpirit  of  loyalty  and  patriotifni 
which  at  this  moment  pervaded  the  country  ; the  univerfal 
alacrity  difpLyed'  by  the  yeomanry  corps  on  the  firft  found 
of  invafion,  was  in  proof  of  the  fadt,  and  the  fplendid 
exhibition  of  yefterday  (alluding  to  the  volunteer  review 
before  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant)  was  a further 
illuftration  which  left  no  room  for  doubt. 

Bearing  teftimony  to  the  generous  manner  in  which  the 
Houfe,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  war,  had  concurre4 
in  {Lengthening  the  hands  of  government,  and  fupporting 
the  caufe  of  die  empire,  and  to  the  liberality  in  which  gen-r 
tlemen,  • ufually  onpofed  to  government,'  had,  on  this 
pointy  fupported  it:  he  doubted  not,  the  Houfe  would 
chearfuliy  co-operate  in  any  meafure  which  could  tend  to 
improve  the  natural  (Length  of  this  nation.  He  confidered 
the  militia  an  important  branch,  and  he  paid  the  higheft 
encomiums  to  the  exemplary  good  order  and  difeipiine, 
which  had  uniformly  diltinguiflied  thefe  corps,  from  the 
moment  they  were ‘embodied  ; efpecially  on  the  late  alarm 
of  invafion,  when  they  came  forward  with  the  molt  adtive 
zeal,  defiring  to  be  marched  againft  the  enemy,  and  declaring 
to  a man  they  would  never  accept  their  difcharge  from  the 
fervice,  fo  long  as  there  was  an  enemy  in  their  country. 

His  Lord (h ip  laid,  that  in  the  plan  lie  had  at  preient  to 
propofe,  he  did  not  mean  to  introduce  any  bill,  as  his  purpofe 
would  be  effedled  by  a vote  of  the  Houfe.  It  was  to  preferve 
to  the  public  fervice  of  the  country,  a body  of  well  difei- 
piined  troops,  without  the  neceffity  of  again  reforting  to  a 
, ■ V,  •’  t ■ ■*  . ■ /'■  ' general 
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general  ballot,  and  the  mode  he  would  propofe  was  (as  the 
four  years  fervice  of  above  Bcoo  of  the  militia  men  now 
embodied,  would  expire  within  the  coming  twelve  months) 
to  empower  the  commanding  officer  to  give  a bounty  to  re- 
tnliff  them  for  twelve  months  longer.  Thus  the  militia 
would  be  fecured  to  the  country  till  the  next  fefiion  of  par- 
liament, which  might  retain  them  afterwards  if  requifite. 
There  were  fome  enlifted  fix  months, before  others  ; and  he 
conceived  it  proper  that  the  bounty  fhould  be  regulated  ac- 
cordingly. His  idea  was  that  the  whole  lhould  ferve  till  the 
expiration  of  the  war,  allowing  two  months  after  for  them 
to  return  to  their  refpe<fliye  counties  to  be  difbanded.  Ilis 
Lordfhip  then  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  the  inadequacy  of  the 
two  bills  refpe&ing  the'  militia  ; they  were  repugnant  to 
each  other  : The  firft  required  the  men  to  be  railed  by 
ballot ; and  the  other,  the  lum  of  61.  per  man,  to  be  afiefied 
<?,n  the  diftrief  the  latter  was  found  ineffectual ; the  money 
was  infufficient,  and  in  confluence  fome  regiments  never 
were  filled.  To  make  the  fervice  effective,  lie  me;  at  to  d e— 
part  entirely  from  the  principle  of  the  latter.  Ballot  he 
thought  the  molt  operative  way  of  turnifhing  the  men  ; but 
He  would  not  Hop  here  *,  men  muff  be  had,  and  hence  the 
diffribt  fhould  be  obliged  by  a penalty  to  fnrnifh  any  additi- 
onal number  that  the  circumstance  of  the  time  called  for. 

The  collector  of  the  diltricts  fhould  be  obliged  to  furniffi 
the  money  to  the  commanding  officer  for  the  replacement  or 
increafe  of  men,  which  money  fhould  be  affelTed  on  the 
diftridt,  for  the  expence  fiiould  not  fall  on  the  public  purfe. 
Another  idea  arofe  out  of  this,  which  his  Loyffibip  thought 
worthy  of  attention:  If  a conflict  with  the  enemy  (which 
he  hoped  would  not  be  the  cafe),  took  place  we  fiiould  look 
to  a greater  augmentation,  and  confequently  a proportionate 
pecuniary  provilion : If  the  61.  per  man  in  the  fir  ft  inffanee. 
was  inadequate,  it  would  appear  much  more  fo  by  thefe  ad- 
ditional confiderations.  He  had  himfelf  moved  a claufe 
which  was  adopted  in  one  of  the  former  bills,  namely,  that 
each  company  be  augmented  to  100  men;  and  he  would 
now  advife  that  a much  greater  increafe  take  place.  There 
was  another  point,  which  though  it  did  not  immediately  fall 
in  with,  was  connected  with  the  fubjeeff—  the  making  a 
provifi'on  for  the  families  of  the  miiitia.  This  provifiont 
which  he  thought  fhould  be  raifed  by  county  preferments, 
would  appear  inconfiderabie,  requiring  to  be  extended  to  no 

more 


C 296  ] 

more  than  nine  or  ten  families  in  each  company,  about  7SI. 
a-year  a company. 

Such  were  the  general  outlines  of  the  regulation  he  wiftred 
the  Houfe  to  adopt  ; he  was  allured  that  it  would  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  militia  themfelves,  whoCe  faithful  fer- 
vices  deferred  fo  well  the  approbation  of  their  country. 
When  the  nature  of  their  fervice  was  confidered,  it  would 
appear  a fpecics  of  duty  the  mod;  trying  to  their  feelings, 
being  chiefly  employed  againft  their  mifguided  and  lawlefs 
countrymen  ; yet  their  alacrity  and  loyalty  were  as  confpi- 
cuoufly  manifefted  on  fuch  unpleafant  occafions,  as  their 
ardour  and  bravery  were  glorioufly  difpiayed  on  their  march 
to  meet  the  invading  enemy.  His  Lordfhip  concluded  by 
moving,  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  conflder  the  militia 
a 61  s,  and  to  report  their  opinions  on  the  fame  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  approved  highly  the  idea  of  retaining 
the  privates  of  the  prefent  militia  corps,  and  the  bounty  to 
be  given,  convinced  as  he  was  of  the  neceiTity  of  giving 
every  poflible  improvement  to  the  flrength  of  the  country; 
but  he  difapproved  the  aflefl'ment  upon  landed  property,  be- 
caufe  in  the  firft  place  it  vbouid  operate  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  as  a general  land-tax — and  fecondly,  that  it  would 
go  to  heap  new'  burthens  on  a clafs  of  the  people  already 
too  heavily  taxed,  the  peafantry  of  the  country  ;*  he  was 
rather  for  fuffering  the  expence  to  reft  on  the  population  of 
the  country  by  ballot. 

Mr.  Dennis  Browne  fupported  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Vandeleur. 

Lord  Ca'stlerfagh  replied,  that  the  tax  was  inconsider- 
able, about  an  halfpenny  an  acre,  and  that  it  was  fairer  it 
fliouid  attach  to  the  men  of  property  than  fall  on  the  po- 
pulation of  the  country.  It  was  plain  therefore  that  gentle- 
men by  fuch  arguments  were  not  militating  againft  a provi- 
sion, but  the  very  principle  which  they exprefled  themfelves 
friendly  to.  If  the  tax  fell  on  property,  was  it  not  fair  that 
the  proprietors  fhould  contribute  to  the  prefervation  of  their 
fortunes  ? If  any  proviflon  appeared  improper,  it  might  be 

changed  when  regularly  before  the  Houfe. 

, , • - * • 
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Saturday,  February  4,  1797. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
informed  the  Houfe  that  he  was  commanded  by  his  Excel- 
lency the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  acquaint  them  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  has  been  pleafed  to  return  a molt  gracious  ani’wer  to 
the  addrefs  of  this  Houfe,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  table  ; and  the  fame  was  alfo 
read  by  the  Speaker,  all  the  members  being  uncovered,  and 
was  to  the  following  purport,  viz: 

V*  * V 

<c  That  his  Majelty  returns  his  thanks  to  hi$  faithful 
Commons  of  Ireland  for  ther  aflfe&ionate  and  loval  addrefs. 

j 

ii  That  his  Majelty  is  highly  gratified  by  the  fentiments 
exprelfed  by  his  faithful  Commons  on  the  unprovoked  ag- 
grellion  of  the  court  of  Spain,  and  on  the  abrupt  and  un- 
precedented manner  in  which  the  negociation  for  peace  was 
terminated  by  the  French  government.  His  Majelty  feels 
the  utmoft  confidence  that  the  jufticeof  his  caufe,  aided  by 
the  fpirit  and  exertions  of  his  people,  will  enable  him  fuc- 
cefsfully  to  refilt  the  unreasonable  pretenfions  ©this  enemies, 
and  to  end  the  juft  and  neceftary  conteft  in  which  he  is 
engaged,  by  a fecure  and  honourable  peace. 

“ That  his  Majelty  fincerely  concurs  with  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  the  fentiments  of  gratitude  which  they  exprefs 
for  the  fignal  inftance  of  divine  interpofition,  in  the  provi- 
dential difperfion  of  the  enemy’s  fquadron,  which  lately 
appeared  on  their  coaft,  at  the  moment  when  his  Majefty’s 
fleets  were  prevented  approaching  it  by  the  violence  of  ad- 
verfe  winds  ; and  it  is  with  the  molt  cordial  fatisfadtion  that 
his  Majefty  has  obferved  the  ardour  and  unanimity  which 
have  animated  the  exertions  of  all  ranks  and  deferiptions  of 
his  people  of  Ireland  on  this  occafion,  as  well  in  the  means 
which  have  been  taken  to  repel  the  enemy,  as  to  manifeft 
their  fenfe  of  the  bleflings  they  enjoy  under  their  prefent 
conftitution,  and  their  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  caule  of 
their  holy  religion. 

i(  That  the  utility  and  meritorious  fervices  of  the  Yeo- 

J 

inatiry  corps,  have  notefcaped  his  Majefty’s  notice,  and  are 
confidered  by  him  as  deferving  an  equal  fit  are  of  the  ap- 
plaufe  and  thanks  which  his  regular  and  militia  forces  have 
entitled  themfelves  to  by  their  unexampled  alacrity  and 
ftcadinefs  of  their  conduct  \ and  his  Majefty  is  firmly  per- 

fuaded 
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iuacled  from  a review  of  all  thefe  circumftances,  that  if  the 
enemy  had  attempted  to  land,  the  event  would  have  reflect- 
ed additional  honour  on  the  courage  and  loyalty  of  his  people 

of  Ireland. 

u That  it  gives  his  Majefty  great  fatisfaClion  to  learn, 
that  it  is  the  determination  of  his  faithful  commons,  that 
their  future  meafures  of  defence  fhall  keep  pace  with  the 
daring  efforts  of  our  defperate  enemies,  and  he  defires  them 
to  be  affured  that  they  may  rely  on  his  parental  care  for  a 
continuance  of  every  pofiible  exertion  on  his  part  to  afford 
them  the  mofl  effe£fual  protection  by  fea  and  land,  and  that 
every  neceffary  affiftance  will  be  chearfully  furnifhed  by 
'Great  Britain,  for  the  defence  of  a country,  the  welfare  and 
fafety  of  which  are  fo  intimately  and  infeparably  connected 
with  their  own. 

That  the’grateful  terms  in  which  his  Majefty’s  faithful 
commons  exprefs  their  opinion  of  the  vigour  and  wifdom 
which  have  been  difplayed  by  the  Earl  Camden  on  the  late 
trying  occafton  are  highly  pleafiiig  to  his  Majefty,  and  fully 
juftify  the  confidence  which  his  Majefty  has  invariably  re- 
pofed  in  him.'? 

Ordered,  That  his  Majefty’s  moft  gracious  anfwer  be  en- 
tered in  the  journals  of  this  Houfe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return  our 
xnoft  fincere  thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  his  mofl  gracious 
anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  this  Houfe.* 

Ordered,  Thai  fuch  members  of  this  Houfe  as  are  of 
his  Majefty’s  moft  honourable  privy  council,  do  attend  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  with  the  faid  addrefs,  and 
defire  the  fame  may  be  laid  before  his  Majefty  as  the  addrefs 
of  this  Houfe.  * a » 

An  account  of  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver 
general,  as  alfo  particulars  due  by  collectors,  and  balances 
qh  collectors  accounts,  were  prefented,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

* Lieutenant  Colonel  Warburton  reported  the  refoluti- 
tms  from  the  militia  committee. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  That  a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  do  take 
the  fame  into  confideration  on  Monday  next. 

A petition  was  prefented  from  Paul  le  Bas,  examinator  of 
coin  premiums,  praying  compenfation. — Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Reported  the  game  hill  \ amendments  agreed  to,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrofled. 

Read  a fecond  time,  and  committed  for  Monday  next, 
the  Ratoath  road  bill. 

Petitions  were  preferred  from  the  infolvent  debtors,  in  the 
jails  of  the  county  and  city  of  Cork,  praying  relief,  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  particulars -of  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  pofi> 
office  treafurer  were  prefented,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  '■  ’ 

w*- 

Reported  the  weight  and  meafure  bill ; amendments 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engroffed. 

An  eflimate  of  the  expence  of  pratique  for  the  port  of 
publin  for  one  year,  was  prefented,  which  was  ordered  t <i 
lie  on  the  table.  » ; * • ' ” 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

( ..  K ' 4 ' ■ ‘ J 
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Monday,  February  6,  1797. 

Several  official  papers  received  from  the  proper  officers, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  Castleragh  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do  rcfolveit- 
felf  into  a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  take  into  confi- 
deration the  report  of  the  private  committee  appointed  to 

take  into  confideration  the  prefent  Bate  of  the  militia. 

• * » •*<*'••  • • • * v 

Ordered, 
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Ordered  an,d  refolved  according!}7,  Mr.  Burgh  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Van  del  eur  urged  the  indecency  of  proceeding  oh 
abufinefs  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  nation,  in  a com- 
mittee only  compofed  of  about  twenty  members.  Many 
gentlemen  who,  he  knew,  wiflied  to  deliver  their  fenti- 
ments  on  the  fubjedl,  were  not  now  prefent.  He  hoped  th<* 
noble  Lord  would  have  noobjefdion  to  poftpone  the  bufingis 
to  another  day,  fuppofe  to-morrow.  He  moved,  therefore, 
that  the  chairman  do  report  progrefs  and  afk  leare  to  fit 
again. 

Lord  Castlereagh  faid,  the  hon.  member  and  his  friends 
Were  fairly  and  fully  apprifed  of  his  intention  to  bring  this 
bufinefs  forward.  He  had  already  agreed  to  poftpone  it  for 
a day  on  a fimilar  reprefentation  If  gentlemen  did  not  at- 
fend,  the  fault  was  not  his.  It  only  (hewed  they  did  not 
feel  the  meafure  to  be  of  fo  much  importance  as  now  pro- 
feffed.  He  alked,  was  it  liberal  in  the  hon.  member,  after 
omitting  to  attend  on  the  day  fettled  at  bis  own  inftance,  to 
come  down  to  the  Houfe  at  this  moment  and  impede  the 
meafure  ? He  hoped  he  would  not  perfift  in  his  motion.. 

Mr.  Coery  fpoke  to  the  fame  efFefl,  when  after  fome 
farther  converfation,  Mr.  Vandeleur  agreed  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  referving  his  objections  until  the  report. 

The  committee  went  through  the  refolution  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  report  to-morrow. 

A petition  was  prefented  from  the  tanners  of  Cork,  and 
from  Sir  JolmTydd. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  after  which  the  Houfe  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  February  7,  1797- 

The  Speaker  having  taken  the  chair,  the  Houfe  pro- 
ceeded to  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  propofed 
militia  regulations. 


At 
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At  that  part  of  the  report  which  related  to  a power  to  he' 
inverted  in  tl>e  commanding  officers,  of  enrolling  the  men 
at  prefent  in  the  militia  regiments  to  ferve  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  prefent  war, 

Sir  John  Blaquigre  rofe  to  fay  a few  words,  which  i 
faid  would  come  as  well  in  on  this,  as  on  any  other  pa-t 
the  fubjeft.  He  was  not  infenfible  of  the  importance  ■ ‘ 
furingthe  fervicc  of  the  prefent  militia,  and  of  augment.  j 
their  numbers.  The  prefent  meafures,  however,  he  dul  not 
judge  adequate  to  the  exigency  of  the  prefent  cafe.  He 
thought  that  no  lefs  than  ten  thoufand  men  were  adequate  at 
this  time;  that  they  fhould  be  immediately  levied,  and  that 
the  authority  of  Parliament  fhould  be  interpofed  to  compel 
them  to  embody  according  to  the  parifhes  and  dirtricts. 
That  this  force  fhould  be  officered  by  fuch  gentlemen  as  were 
accuftomed  to  fcrvice,  cf  tnofe  who  were  on  haif-oay,  or 
who  may  have  fold  out.  In  thele  arrangements  the  noble 
Lord,  commander  in  chief,  ought  to  be  entrufted,  and  that 
the  men  ought  to  be  recompenced  for  their  fervice  ; their 
widows,  if  they  fhould  fall,  pen  honed  ; and  their  children 
provided  for  in  hofpitals.  The  men  thus  levied,  and  in  bat- 
talions, he  would  engage,  in  fix  weeks,  fnould  be  as  fit  to 
meet  an  enemy  as  any  army  who  had  not  been  in  actual 
fervice. 

He  thought  that  the  meafures  propofed  by  the  noble  Lord 
fhould  not  be  applied  in  the  whole,  only  fuch  of  them  as  are 
immediately  needed,  for  they  might  give  the  populace  too 
much  room  for  reafoning  on  them.  He  then  alluded  to  the 
probability  of  a feparate  peace  between  France  and  the  Em- 
peror, in  coofequence  of  the  difarter  of  which  an  account  had 
been  juft  received-  This  event,  he  reckoned,  if  it  fhould 
happen,  would  be  favourable,  as  it  would  fend  home  to 
France  a vagabond  army  who  would  deftroy  the  directory  of 
France.  He  concluded  by  requefting  the  Houfe  to  attend 
to  his  plan,  and  declared  that  to  prove  that  he  was  net  moved 
by  ambition  to  make  this  appearance,  he  would  be  proud  to 
on  a plan  of  defence  even  in  the  very  1 owe  ft  rank,  and 
would  not  fhrink  from  any  danger. 

Mr.  Duquery  faid,  he  did  not  approve  of  the  term  oppcfi- 
t-ion  on  fuch  a fubjedl ; becaufe  members  could  not  agree  with 
thofe  in  the  confidence  of  government  on  every  point,  it 
was  no  reafon  they  ffioidd  not  agree  with  them  in  national 
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defence.  He  did  not  know  what  meafures  Government  had 
taken  fince  the  threatened  invafion  ; but  much  had  been 
left  undone  which  he  had  heard  mentioned  as  expected.  It 
was  out  of  his  line  to  State  particular  meafures  of  defence, 
but  he  thought,  inftead  of  fortifying  the  fea  (bore,  inland 
fortifications  ought  to  be  erected,  and  She  paSTeo  and  defiles 
fccured.  We  ought  not  to  depend  on  England,  for  ihould 
the  enemy  attack  both  England  and  Ireland  at  the  fame  time, 
England  could  yield  us  no  fucccurs.  Mr.  Duquery  con- 
cluded by  urging,  that  no  time  was  to  be  loft,  and  in  a cafe 
like  the  prefent,  no  expence  ought  to  be  considered. 

Sir  L.  Parsons  urged,  that  Stupendous  exertions  ought  to 
be  made.  He  thought  the  Houfe  fhould  adjourn  for  a few 
days,  till  government  bring  forward  its  plan  for  the  defence 
of  the  country. 

Lord  CastiErracH  faid  the  fubje&s  to  which  the  Hon. 
members  had  adverted  did  notbelong  to  the  prefent  debate.  He 
faid  at  firft  that  there  were  other  departments  of  force  beSides- 
the  militia  to  be  attended  to.— -That  he  faw  by  the  eftimates 
on  the  table,  provifion  for  augmenting  the  regular  eftabliSh- 
ment  8000. — That  the  prefent  meafure  went  to  retain  in  the 
fervice  about  8400  militia.  Thefe  militia  he  could  fay  from 
experience,  had  been  provided  with  a ftaff  hofpital,  and 
with  commiSTaries  as  they  needed.  He  declared  the  provisi- 
on was  an  equivalent,  when  it  was  confidered  that  the 
Yeomanry  corps  amounted  to  at  leaft  30,000  men. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  rofe  to  renew  his  opposition  to  the  mode 
of  levying  the  money  neceffary  to  carry  this  militia  regulati- 
on into  effect,  on  diftridts  and  parifiies,  inftead  of  difburfing 
the  fum  out  of  the  public  revenue;  when  the  Speaker  put 
him  in  mind  that  the  Houfe  was  now  considering  a report 
from  a committee,  and  that  it  was  neceSTary  for  members  to 
keep  to  the  queftion. 

The  feveral  refolutions  were  then  put  to  the  vote  and 
agreed  to,  when  Lord  Caftlereagh  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a billon  the  fubjedt  of  thefe  refolutions. 

Leave  gfiven — and  a committee  appointed  to  prepare  the 
bill. 


Sir 
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Sir  H.  C avendish  moved  for  feme  official  papers,  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved,  tha$ 
the  Houfe  do  adjourn  until  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  accordingly. 

irrfl  ... 

February  13,  1797. 

Mr.  Corry  prefented  a petition  from  perfons  engaged  in 
cotton  manufactories,  praying  again!!  the  duty  that  attaches 
to  the  manufacturing  of  that  article. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Sir  EL  Cavendish  moved  that  a committee  be  appointed 
to  afeertain  the  expences  of  reprinting  the  journals.  The 
committee  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Holmes  prefented  a petition  from  the  widow  of  the 
late  Mr.  Ledrange,  deputy  ferjeant  at  arms,  praying  feme 
provffiom 

Received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  regulating  weights  and  meafures  was  read  a 
ihird  time  and  paiTed. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a 
fubjeCl  which  ftruck  him  as  being  of  feme  importance  \ he 
meant  the  appointment  ot  affidant-barriders,  under  the  civil 
bill  aft  of  the  lad  feffion.  He  laid  he  believed  it  would  be 
admitted  to  be  of  great  importance,  that  the  paflage  to  the 
judicial  feat  {hould  not  be  fullied  by  any  foul  methods  .tied 
in  procuring  promotion  to  it  ; but  that  on  the  'contrary* 
towards  raffing  a man  to  that  high  (lation,  capacity,  know- 
ledge, and  incegrity  {hould  be  indifpenfable  requires  ; and 
he  believed  it  would  be  admitted  farther,  that  in  thofe  00- 
medic  tribunals,  where  affidant  barriders  were  appointed  to 
prefide— and  whefe  the  effects  of  incapacity,  if  incapacity 
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there  was,  mull  come  deplorably  home  to  the  obfervation, 
and  to  the  door  of  the  lower  clafles  of  the  community,  it 
was  of  fcarcely  lefs  importance  than  in  cafes  of  fuperior 
jurifdidlion,  that  towards  infuring  the  qualifications  of  thofe 
appointed,  every  pofiible  caution  ffiould  be  taken.  The  \t> 
tachrnent  of  the  lower  orders  of  people  to  the  date,  at  all 
times  beneficial,  was  little  lhort  of  indifpenfable  at  the  prefent 
period  ; and  how  was  this  attachment  to  be  fecured  ? the 
enbghtened  man  might  analyfe  the  abflracl  and  theoretic 
beauties  of  our  confthiuion — but  the  humble  man,  unfitted 
for  fuch  fpeculations,  would  prize  or  condemn  the  confii- 
tution,  according  as  he  found  it  afFedl  his  concerns — accord- 
ing as  it  was  effedlual,  or  not,  to  prevent  his  fultaining  in- 
juries, cr  redrefs  them  when  fuftained  : It  was  in  this  plain 
and  homely  way  alone  that  he  could  decide  upon  its  merits. 
Hence  followed  at  once  the  neceflity  of  caution  in  appoint- 
ments like  the  prefent.  The  talk  (it  might  be  material  to 
remark)  which  now  devolved  upon  the  affiftant  barrillers, 
had  formerly  belonged  to  the  judges  of  the  land  ; but  their 
neceff'arv  attendance  on  the  fuperior  courts  in  Dublin,  for 
a confiderable  portion  of  the  year  rendered  it  impoffible  for 
them  to  adminifter  jullice  as  frequently  throughout  the  differ- 
ent counties,  as  the  calls  of  jullice  appeared  to  demand — 
and  when  they  were  upon  their  circuits,  which  was  but 
twice  a year,  the  weight  and  multitude  of  their  duties  ren- 
dered it  difficult  for  them  to  attend  as  minutely  to  the  poor 
man’s  petty  claim,  as  the  impartiality  of  jullice  mull  re- 
quire. But  he  would  boldly  affiert,  that  in  transferring  the 
jurifdielion  to  affillant  barrillers,  the  legillature  never  intend- 
ed to  provide  that  jullice  fhould  be  worfe  adminiltered  than 
before — nor  that  13,000b  a-year  additional  burthen  ffiould 
be  i.mpofed  upon  the  people,  in  order  that  jullice  ffiould  be 
worfe  (and  to  aggravate  the  grievance)  more  frequently  ad* 
minillered.  If  then  it  was  fo  material,  that  proper  chair- 
men of  counties  ffiould  be  appointed,  whence  came  it,  that 
fince  the  civil  bill  a£t,  we  faw  fo  many  difgulting  appoint- 
ments of  departed  barrillers  returned  to  haunt  the  hall  of  our 
courts  of  jullice  ? Beings,  whole  talents  and  knowledge  had 
been  already  appreciated  by  the  public,  and  found  infuffi- 
cient  to  entitle  them  to  a fingle  brief,  or  a fingle  guinea — 
and  who  now  as  a fample  of  the  integrity  with  which  they 
could  compenfate  for  this  efiablilhcd  want  of  capacity  and 
knowledge,  modellly  offered  themfelves  as  qualified  to  decide 
as  judges  upon  the  liberties  and  properties  of  their  fellow* 


V 


[ 3°5  ] 

i'ubjects. — For  he  would  obferve  that  with  the  exception  in 
criminal  matters  of  cafes  which  involved  the  culprits  life — 
and  in  civil  ones,  of  cafes  which  either  from  the  amount, 
or  the  nature  (as  being  real  property)  of  the  property  which 
they  concerned,  lay  without  the  juriididtion  of  thefe  fubor- 
dinate  tribunals,  the  chairmen — like  fuperior  judges,  had 
the  perfons  and  property  of  the  fubjedls  in  their  care — and 
unlefs  the  poor  man’s  purfe  or  freedom,  were  lefs  than  thofe 
of  his  wealthy  neighbour  in  ellimation  of  the  law,  it  was 
often  equally  material  to  the  country  that  theafiiRant  barrift- 
er  fhould  be  well  verfed  in  the  laws,  as  the  higher  judicial 
authorities  fnould  be  fo. — But  thofe  apparitions  which  lie 
had  alluded  to  in  the  hall  of  the  courts,  were  only  fymptorr.9 
of  a greater  mifehief.  For  what  fnuii  be  the  pretenfions  of 
thefe  difearded  lawyers  metamorphofedintocandidate  judges? 
clearly  their  connection  with  the  leading  interefts  of  the 
country,  wherein  they  fought  to  prefide.  Now  was  it,  he 
would  afk,  the  intention  of  the  legiflatiire,  that  thefe  ap- 
pointments fhould  be  in  the  gift  of  county  interefls  ? — That 
a reprefentative  of  the  people  fhould  fell  himfelf  to  admi- 
niftration — and  part  of  the  purchafe  be  his  right  of  no- 
minating the  chairman  of  his  county  ? — that  this  latter 
fhould  fell  himfelf  and  h is  interefl  to  his  patron  for  his 
judge’s  feat — and  hold  this  feat  at  the  pleafure  of  govern- 
ment ? This  would  be  to  impefe  13*000  a- year  upon  the 
country,  only  to  encreafe  the  parliamentary  influence  of  go- 
vernment *,  and  would  be  inconfiftent  with  that  principle, 
which  made  the  a£t  provide  that  thefe  places  of  emolument 
fhould  difqualify  their  holders  from  fitting  in  Parliament. 

1 hefe  obfervations,  Mr.  Smith  faid  were  fuggefled  to 
him  by  what  he  had  lately  heard.  By  the  death  of  a late 
refpedted  afiiflant  barrifter,  a vacancy  in  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford had  taken  place.  To  fill  this,  it  was  generally  believed 
a perlon  had  been  recommended  by  a powerful  interefl  to 
government,  utterly  diOqualified  by  the  general  fpirit  of  the 
a£t,  and  efpecially  under  a claiife,  which  as  it  now  Rands, 
he,  Mr.  Smith,  had  fhared  in  introducing — and  of  which 
he  was  therefore  the  more  bound  to  refift  the  violation. 
Th  is  claufe  empowered  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  appoint 
either  a barrifter  of  at  leafl  fix  years  handing*  and  actually 
pratiifihg  at  the  time  of  his  appointment — or  who  bad  actu- 
ally pra£ti ted  for  fix  years,  and  was  not  aClually  retired  for 
tnor<*  than  two  years  from  praClifing  in  his  Majefty’s  court's 
inJDublin  ; and  who  was- now  recommended  ? a gentleman 
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whofe  name  if  mentioned,  would  fugged  any  thing  to  the 
bench,  or  the  profeflion,  rather  than  the  idea  of  a pra£lifing 
barrider — a gentleman,  whofe  disqualifications  he  would 
the  more  freely  mention,  becaufe  they  were  perfectly  com- 
patible with  the  highed  perfonal  refpedlability  ; a character 
which  from  all  he  could  hear,  undoubtedly  belonged  to  the 
gentlemen  to  whom  he  alluded.  He  had  with  the  highed 
credit  to  himfelf,  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a magidrate  in 
the  county  in  which  he  refided — of  a grand  juror  at  afiizes 
— and  in  one  year  of  high  fheriff ; in  Ihort,  he  was  a mod 
refpectable  country  gentleman.  But  the  a£t  required  that 
pradtifing  barriders  fhould  be  appointed  to  thefe  places — 
this,  he  was  fo  far  from  being,  that  he  had  not  even  a per- 
manent refidence,  he  believed,  in  Dublin  ; he  was,  fo  far 
from  being  confidered  to  be,  that  the  circuit  bar  which  at- 
tended at  his  county  town,  never  honoured  themfelves  fo  far 
as  to  confider  him  as  their  brother  barrider — nor  fubjedfed 
him  to  thofe  fines  for  non-attendance  at  their  mefs — which 
by  internal  regulation,  every  abfent  barrider  was  expofed 
to. 

Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  thought  it  candid  to  apprize  govern- 
ment of  the  difqualifications  of  the  perfon  recommended  to 
them,  now,  rather  than  to  blame,  after  they  fhould  have  ap- 
pointed him.  If  fo  unexpected  an  event  as  his  appointment 
fhould  occur,  he  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  that 
the  committee  of  courts  of  judice  fhould  fit  to  take  the  ap- 
pointment into  confideration  ; — and  alfo  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  civil  bill  a<d — and 
he  mentioned  that  a principal  amendment  which  he  fhould 
probably  propofe,  would  confid  in  referring  it  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  judges,  to  decide  on  thofe  qualifications, 
which  they  were  peculiarly  calculated  to  decide  on  ; by  em- 
powering them  in  all  fu  ure  cafes  of  vacancy,  to  return  three 
names  of  perfons,  qualified  under  the  ad:,  and  fitted  in 
their  opinion,  for  the  appointment — and  authorifing  go- 
vernment to  nominate  one  out  of  the  three  fo  returned. 

The  Solicitor  Genef  *i.  faid,  that  certainly  where  fuch 
vacancies  occurred,  manv  folicitations  would  be  urged  from 
various  candidates,  and  through  various  channels;  but  it 
was  not  to  be  prefumed  that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  of  this  country,  could  a£t  lightly  or  in- 
differently in  any  appoiument  fo  materially  connected  with 
tae  adaiiniftration  of  thofe  laws,  or  the  maintenance  of  that 
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conftitution,  for  which  he  inherited  from  his  great  father 
nn  heriditary  regard  ; on  the  contrary,  he  could  affure  his 
learned  friend,  that  his  Excellency  zealous  to  co-operate  with 
the  intentions  of  the  legiflature  on  this  head,  had  not  con- 
ferred a fingle  appointment  as  affillant  barrifter,  without 
ininute  enquiry  of  the  character  and  abilities  of  thofe  gen- 
tlemen who  received  fuch  appointments. 

Mr.  Smith  faid  a few  words  in  explanation,  that  he  by 
no  means  imputed  any  mifintention  to  his  Excellency. 

The  converfation  here  ended,  without  any  motion. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  going  into  the  com- 
' mittee  of  fupply, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe,  to  intreat  the 
indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  in  poftponing  the  order  till 
Monday  next— this  waS  oh  account  of  the  abfence  of  a Rt. 
Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pelham)  now  in  England,  and  de- 
tained there  on  a bufinefs  of  the  fir  ft  importance  to  this 
country;  he  therefore  hoped  to  be  excufed  now,  as  he 
would,  on  the  day  propofed,  bring  the  bufinefs  forward  in  a 
more  competent  manner  ; he  fhould,  therefore,  move  for 
the  prefent,  that  the  committee  be  poflponed  ; and  as  there 
was  no  other  bufinefs  before  the  Eioufe,  he  then  moved  an 
adjournment  to  Thurfday,  when,  for  propriety  fake,  the 
Houfe  would  meet,  to  comply  with  the  foiemnities  of  th<# 
day,  (public  thankfgiving.) 

Sir  L.  Parsons  immediately  tofe.  He  had  no  obje£tion 
whatever  to  accommodate  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  in 
affenting  to  poltpone  the  committee  of  fupply,  but  he  had 
very  ftrong  objections  to  agree  with  a motion  for  adjourn- 
ment, while  the  country  at  prefent  remained  in  a degree  of 
fufpence  as  to  the  danger  that  hourly  threatened,  and  the 
meafures  taken  by  Government  for  our  common  fecurity. 
It  was  generally  underftood  that  this  day  his  Majefly  s mi- 
niflers  would  have  come  forward  with  fome  fpecification  of 
the  plan  or  plans  of  defence  they  propofed  to  adopt,  but  a 
delay  of  a week  at  fufch a crifis,  without  any  fuch  fpecifica- 
tion, when  the  country  knew  not  how  foon  the  enemy  might 
be  again  on  our  fhores,  he  owned,  excited  in  his  mind  the 
moft  ferious  anxiety.  He  knew  there  were  many  qudlions 
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which  ought  not  to  be  anfwered  ? he  wlfhed  not  to  propound- 
improper  queftions  or  to  prefs  his  Majefty’s  minifters  to  ex- 
plain a little  more  than  they  judged  prudent  j fome  afiurance, 
however,  the  country  ought  to  have  *,  he  owned  he  never 
was  more  at  a lofs  to  decide  whether  to  deliver  his  fenti- 
ments,  or  argue  the  adjournment ; the  latter,  however,  he 
adopted,  with  notice  that  if  minifters  on  that  day  fhould 
decline  coming  forward  with  a fpecific  plan  of  defence  for 
the  country,  he  fhould  deliver  his  fentiments  at  length  on 
the  fubjedL- 

The  Hon.  Capt.  Packenham  rofe,  to  atTure  the  Right 
Hon.  Bart,  that  no  meafure  had  been  omitted  by  his  Excel- 
lency the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  improve  thedefenlive  (late  of 
the  country  ; nor  in  the  department  to  which  he  belonged 
(ordnance)  was  any  exertion  ffackened  in  giving  the  fpeedi- 
eft  effect  to  his  Excellency’s  commands. 

Sir  John  Blaqtjiere  could  have  no  doubt  of  the  zeal  of 
his  Excellency  and  his  minifters  in  preparing  for  the  defence 
of  the  country  ; if  Gentlemen  had  heard  what  reached 
his  ears  laft  Tuefday,  they  would  participate  with  him  in 
feelings  which  muft  incline  him  at  prefent  to  exprefs  his- 
dilfeiu  from  the  motion  of  adjournment. 

Lord  Castlereagi-i  was  not  furprifed  at  the  warmth  in 
which  the  Right  Elon.  Bart.  (Sir  L.  Parfons)  expreffed  him- 
fc IF  on  this  fubjedt  •,  but  he  could  allure  him,  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  felt  a due  fenfe  of  the  importance  of 
the  charge  with  which  he  was  entrulled,  the  fafety  of  a great 
nation,  and  was  not  omiillve.in  any  meafure  coniiftent  with 
his  duty  on  this  point. 

The  adjournment  propofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, needed  not  to  impede  the  progrefsof  meafures  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.  A great  part  of  the  means  of 
cur  defence  depended  upon  internal  arrangement — this  had 
by  no  means  been  neglected  for  a moment— a great  part  de- 
pended upon  external,  as  the  protection  to  be  afforded  us 
by  Great  Britain  and  her  navy  j and  upon  this  important 
noint,  a Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  now  abfent  from  this 
Houfe,  was  at  prefent  occupied  in  negociation — upon  his 
return,  the  explanation  required  by  a Right  Hon.  Bart, 
would  be  given  with  more  fatisfadtion  to  himfelf  : but  fo  far 
as  depended  upon  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  con- 
fident,. 
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Sclent  his  Lordftiip  was,  no  means  were  left  unexerted  that 
could  improve  the  public  fecurity.  He  could  fay,  that  with 
refped  to  the  motion  he  had  the  honour  to  bring  forward  in 
that  Houfe  for  improving  the  public  ftrer.gth,  by  re-enlifting 
•the  militia,  when  he  applied  to  his  Excellency  for  the  means 
of  carrying  that  meafure  into  effccl,  he  had  the  pleafure  to 
witnefs  his  Excellency’s  warmeft  zeal  and  promptitude  to 
co-operate  in  the  meafure,  and  he  had  now  the  pleafure  of 
alluring  the  Houfe,  that  in  all  the  militia  regiments  where 
it  had  time  to  be  propofed,  it  had  been  productive  of  the 
defired  effedl,  in  the  ready  compliance  of  the  troops,  not 
fo  much  for  the  fake  of  the  money,  as  for  attachment  to  the 
fervice.  From  his  Excellency’s  zeal  on  this  occafion,  he  was 
taught  to  believe  the  fame  alacrity  governed  him  on  all  other 
occafions. 

The  queftion  of  adjournment  being  now  put,  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned  to  Thurfday. 


Monday,  February  20,  1797* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe,  and  faid,  that 
'having  appointed  this  day  for  opening  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  and  laying  before  the  Houfe  the  (late  of  the  na*- 
tion,  he  felt  it  neceffary  once  more  to  trefpafs  on  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Houfe  by  intreating  its  permiffion  to  poftpone 
that  bufinefs  till  to-morrow,  and  no  longer ; and  to  this  he 
was  impelled  by  the  circumfunce  of  the  abfence  of  a Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pelham)  who  v/as  more  properly  con- 
fidered  the  reprefentative  of  the  government  in  that  Houfe, 
and  who  had  but  arrived  this  morning  jn  the  packet  from 
England,  and  who,  owing  to  the  fatigues  of  his  journey 
and  voyage,  was  prevented  by  indifpofition  from  attending 
in  his  place. — As  a principal  part  of  the  bufinefs  on  which 
that  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  about  in  England,  was  ma- 
terially connedled  with  the  ftatement  which  he  had  to  lay 
before  the  Houfe,  he  frufted  the  Houfe  would  r\c.t  think  the 
delay  of  one  day  more  too  great  an  indulgence-  for  him  to 
afk.  He  concluded  by  moving  the  order  of  the  day  be  now 
difeharged,  and  the  fame  revived  for  to-morrow. 

Sir 
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Sir  L.  Parsons  pledged  as  he  dood,  to  bring  fofward  thus 
day  a proportion  for  the  defence  of  this  kingdom  at  this  crifis 
of  alarm  and  peril,  againd  a mod  formidable,  defperate, 
and  dangerous  enemy,  who  recently  attempted  a defcent 
upon  our  coads,  and  were  again  preparing  to  repeat  their 
attempt  with  a defign,  if  poffible  more  defperate,  and  a 
force  much  more  formidable,  was  at  a lofs  to  know  how  he 
could  podpone  his  propofition  this  night,  confidently  with 
his  refpecf  to  the  Houfe,  or  his  duty  to  his  condituents  or 
his  country.  During  fifteen  years  he  had  the  honour  to  fit 
in  Parliament,  he  could  not  reproach  himfelf  with  a breach 
of  his  duty,  but  in  this  fingle  indance,  that  during  the  laft 
five  weeks  that  Parliament  had  been  fitting,  fince  the  at- 
tempt of  the  French  to  invade  this  country,  he  had  not 
brought  forward  his  propofition  when  the  Government  of 
the  country  had  offered  none  in  its  dead  that  could  warrant 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  efficient  protedfion,  and 
means  of  lecurity  adequate  to  the  danger.  It  was  obvious 
nothing  could  enable  this  country  to  refid  with  effedf  the 
formidable  number  of  the  defperate  enemy  which  threatened 
to  invade  us,  but  an  union  of  all  the  natural  drength  and 
energies  of  the  country,  yet  government  had  of  late  difarm- 
ed  the  great  body  of  the  people  and  thus  deprived  them  of 
the  means  of  felf-proteclion.  It  was  therefore  furely  the 
duty  of  government  to  provide  for  their  protection,  and  to 
drengthen  their  confidence  by  evincing  the  mod  invulnerable 
means  of  national  defence. 

Fie  was  aware  that  the  minds  of  many  people  in  thi* 
country  had  been  led  away  by  political  fpeculations,  as  to 
benefits  probably  derivable  from  a change  in  the  form  of  our 
government,  on  that  fubjedl  he  would  not  now  enter  •,  but  he 
would  undertake  to  convince  any  man  whether  monarchid, 
aridocrat,  or  democrat,  if  he  w’as  a rational  man,  that  the 
word  calamity  that  could  befall  him  as  a refidentof  Ireland, 
was  the  edabliffiment  of  a French  power  in  this  country. 

For  indance,  could  any  man  be  fq  ridiculoufly  loolilh  as 
to  imagine  for  a moment  that  the  French  would  incur  the 
enormous  expence,  and  the  perilous  rifque  of  an  invafion 
of  this  country,  for  the  good  of  its  inhabitants  ? Abfurd 
chimera  *,  every  man  who  confidered  for  2 moment  the  views, 
or  read  the  avowed  objedl  of  the  French  government,  mud 
know  that  their  leading  purpofe  was  to  dedrov  the  power 
and  commerce  of  England,  and  the  fird  great  dep  to  fuch  a 
purpofe  would  be,  to  reduce  Ireland  to  fubjedlion,  in  order 

to 

\ • 


L 3 11  1 

to  Separate  it  from  England.  Suppofe  for  a moment,  tliat 
France  fliould  fucceed  in  effecting  fuch  a reparation,  would 
any  man  of  common  fenfe  fuppofe  the  French  fuch  fools  as 
to  eitablifh  Ireland  into  an  independent  government,  know- 
ing as  they  mull  that  a country  connected  fo  long  as  Ireland 
lias  been  by  ties  of  amity,  of  commerce,  of  intereft,  of 
language  with  England,  would,  in  cafe  of  a future  war, 
be  more  apt  to  join  the  caule  of  Great  Britain  than  that  of 
France,  even  fuppofing  our  government  to  be  wholly  inde- 
pendent ? 

France  mull  learn  a lefion  of  experience  from  the  example 
of  America.  With  the  fame  view  of  weakening  the  Britiih 
empire,  France  had  been  aiding  and  principally  inltrumental 
in  the  feparation  of  America,  and  in  afliiling  that  country 
to  eitabhfh  independent  government ; yet  we  now  fee  Ame- 
rica the  commercial  ally  of  England,  and  upon  the  eve  of 
going  to  war  againft  France. 

From  fimilar  circumitances,  therefore,  the  French  muil 
forefee  a fimilar  condu£t  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  if  feparated 
from  Great  Britain  by  their  means,  and  fufFered  to  eitablifh 
an  independent  government,  and  hence  they  would  take 
leave  tq  eitablifh  in  this  country  an  iron  tyranny,  fo  as  to 
break  down  all  means  of  ever  becoming  formidable  to  them 
under  any  difpofition  friendly  to  England. 

The  people,  one  and  all,  would  be  itripped  of  every  fem- 
blance  of  property  or  influence  *,  they  would  be  put  down 
by  the  molt  grievous  oppreffions,  and  the  gentlemen  who 
now  heard  him,  the  owners  of  the  foil,  would  be  reduced, 
like  the  unfortunate  French  emigrants  to  the  degrading  piti- 
able neceflity  of  going  from  door  to  door  to  crave  a miferabie 
pittance  for  the  fupport  of  a wretched  exigence. 

He  wiihed  to  roufe  the  fpirit  and  the  energy  of  the  Houfe 
and  the  nation  to  exertion  of  the  whole  ftrength  and  v.onted 
vigour  of  the  country,  and  if  the  government  of  the  country 
Ihould  betray  a criminal  laflitude  at  a crifis  of  fuch  immi- 
nent danger,  he  conjured  the  Houfe  for  once  with  an  hone  ft 
and  united  zeal,  to  call  upon  the  government  for  the  moil 
gigantic  exertions,  for  putting  the  kingdom  into  an  invul- 
nerable ftate  of  defence,  and  for  E-curing  at  once  the  fafety 
and  the  confidence  of  the  nation.  For  the  prelent  he  fliould 
poffpone  his  intended  propofition  until  the  Right  Hon.  C lent. 
Mr.  Pelham  fhould  appear  in  his  place  ; but  if  a propofition 
came  not  from  his  Majefty’s  miniilers  to-morrow,  he  ihould 
no  longer  poifpone  that  which  he  had  in  contemplation,  bui 
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ufe  all  the  powers,  and  all  the  influence  he  poflefled  within 
or  without  tide  that  Houfe,  to  Anew  the  people  they  fhould 
not  be  abandoned.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  the 
people,  and  of  the  people  to  themfelves  and  thejr  councry,  to 
prepare  to  refill  the  word  of  all  deplorable  calamities,  a 
French  invaflon  of  the  country  5 and  if  they  fuffered  them- 
felves to  be  perfuaded  to  neg!e£I  or  fhrink  from  this  great 
duty,  the  Houfe  would  prove  themfelves  a difgrace  to  the 
hiftory  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived,  and  the  mod  unpar- 
donable dupes  that  ever  betrayed  the  confidence  of  a free  na- 
tion, and  the  people  prove  themfelves  the  mod  arrant  fools 
that  ever  abandoned  the  bledings  of  a free  conditution,  or 
furrendered  the  poffeffion  of  a fair  and  profperous  ifland. 

Sir  J-  Blaquiere  fait),  it  was  44  days  fince  the  fleet  of 
the  enemy  had  quitted  our  ports,  and  that  the  addition  of 
another  day’s  delay  would  be  but  a fmall  facrifice.  He  made 
the  dronged  eulogium  on  what  Sir  L.  Parfons  had  faid  j 
that  it  was  a fpirit  like  his  would  fave  the  country,  but  was 
happy  that  he  had  acceded  to  the  adjournment,  having  the 
greared  reliance  on  what  might  be  expected  from  the  wifdom 
and  talents  of  Mr  Pelham  to-morrow. 

Mr.  G.  Fonsonby  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring 
forward,  on  the  fird  open  day,  a quedion  for  invedigating 
the  deps  taken  by  his  iViajedy’s  miniders  for  the  defence  of 
this  country,  pevioufly  to,  and  during  the  late  attempt  of  in- 
vafion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  mentioned  the 
bufmefs  of  the  nation  was  laid  out  for  the  feveral  days  of 
the  prefent  week,  and  faid  that  the  public  bufmefs  had  al- 
ready been  podponed  fo  long,  that  there  was  barely  time  to 
conduct  the  feveral  bills  through  the  ufual  forms  of  the 
Houfe  *,  he  mentioned,  howev  r,  Friday,  as  a day  mod  like- 
ly to  accommodate  the  Hon.  Gentleman’s  inclinations. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  afterwards  gave  notice,  that  he  intended 
to  move  for  certain  documents,  preparatory  to  his  enquiry, 
of  which  he  fhould  give  notice  now,  by  naming  thefe  do- 
cuments, as  they  were  likely  to  be  refufed.  The  papers  he 
intended  to  move  for,  were  extracts  of  the  correspondence 
between  his  Majedy’s  miniders  in  Ireland  and  the  Britifli 
Cabinet,  containing  the  feveral  communications  and  orders 
V-  • v ->  ' ..  v " for 
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for  meafures  to  be  adopted  in  confequence,  upon  the  late  at- 
tempt to  invade  this  country,  with  the  dates  of  thefe  commu- 
nications and  orders  *,  alio,  an  account  of  the  ffate  of  the 
public  force,  ordnance  itores,  arms,  &c.  in  this  country,  at 
the  time  of  the  attempt  of  invafion,  and  fince. 

Tha  Attorney  General  rofe,  and  profefled  himfelf 
not  fufliciently  mailer  of  the  fubje<fi,  to  fay  on  the  part  of 
adminiltration,  whether  they  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  re- 
fufed.  He  hoped,  however,  that  the  Right  Hon.  Member 
would  not  now  prefs  the  motion,  but  pollpone  all  conven- 
tion on  the  fubje£l,  until  at  lead  to-morrow  evening,  when 
he  hoped  a Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  more  competent  to 
anfwer  on  the  quell ion,  would  attend  in  his  place. 

The  Right  Hon.*  Mr.  Corry  faid,  he  did  not  affume  to 
fay  from  any  authority  of  adminiltration,  whether  the  docu- 
ments mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Member,  as  the  object  of  the 
intended  motion,  would  or  would  not  be  granted  or  refufed 
by  his  Majeftyhs  minilters  *,  but  as  an  individual  and  indepen- 
dent member  of  that  Houfe,  he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying, 
it  ought  not  to  be  granted,  becaufe  the  compliance  with 
fuch  a wilh  as  that  of  the  Hon.  Member,  would  be  direft’y 
toexpofe  to  all  Europe,  and  confequently  to  the  French  the 
ftrength  and  refourees  of  the  country,  as  well  as  fecrets  of 
government.  For  his  part  he  faw  no  good  end  that  could 
be  anfwered  by  compliance  with  the  motion,  but  on  the 
contrary,  much  mifchief  muft  accrue,  and  therefore  he 
for  one  fhould  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  faid,  he  fhould  take  very  quietly  any  anfwer 
his  requell  might  receive,  whenever  he  fhould  bring  for- 
ward his  motion. 


Tuesday,  Feeruary  21,  1797. 

Mr.  Ponsonby,  agreeable  to  his  notice  of  ydlerday5 
moved,  after  a (hort  preface, 

c<  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency 
£he  Lord  Lku  enant,  praying  that  his  Excellency  would  be 

pleafed 
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pleafed  to  order  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  exfcra£ls  of  fuel* 
communications  as  had  been  received  by  Government  from 
his  grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  one  of  his  Majefty’s  fecre- 
taries  of  (fate,  between  the  ill  of  Auguft  laft  and  the  20th 
of  December,  relative  to  an  invaGon  of  this  Gauntry.” 

Mr.  Pelham  oppofed  the  motion,  becaufe  it  appeared  to 
him  imnojfible  that  fuch  papers  could  be  made  public  with- 
out commun  eating  to  the  enemy  a knowledge  of  many 
things  which  it  would  be  highly  improper  they  iliould  be  in-^ 
formed  of.  Ke  was  willing  to  allow,  and  indeed  the  fpeech 
of  his  Exc  Henry  on  the  opening  of  the  feftion  had  declared, 
th,-t  admin '.ii ration  had  intelligence  of  the  intended  invafi- 
on  io  early  as  the  beginning  of  OHober  laft.— He  thought 
this  would  be  conGdered  as  a fufGcient  ground  for  the  Hon. 
Member  on  which  to  found  his  enquiry,  without  feeding  to 
difclofe  the  correfpondence  of  government. 

Mr  Ponsonby  contended,  that  it  was  of  much  importance 
to  learn  whether  Government  had  not  full  information  on 
this  fubjcCt,  fo  early  as  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  three 
months  before  the  opening  of  the  ieflion,  within  which  pe- 
riod they  had  ample  opportunity  of  putting  the  country  into 
a ftate  of  defence.  But  in  order  to  obviate  the  obje&ion  of 
the  Right  Hon  Member,  lie  would  be  content  if  the  Right 
Hon  Member  would  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  at  what  time  go- 
vernment in  this  country  firft  had  notice  of  the  intended 
defeent. 

Mr.  Pflham  having  made  no  reply  to  this  requeft,  Mr. 
Egan  was  proceeding  to  oppofe  the  motion,  on  the  ground, 
that  the  words  pf  the  motion  made  it  neceffary  for  extra&s 
to  be  given  from  all  the  correfpondence  of  government  with 
his  Majefty* s minifters  in  England  ; and  that  from  the  vague- 
neis  of  the  motion,  gentlemen  might  contend  if  was  not 
complied  with,  fo  long  as  there  remained  any  part  of  the 
correfpondence  withheld. 

Mr.  Ponsonby,  to  meet  this  objeTion,  amended  his  mo? 
tion,  by  fubflituting  the  word  dates  for  exiracls. 

The  motion,  however,  thus  amended,  was  ftift  oppofed 
by  Sir  J.  Blaquire,  Sir  Boyle  Roche,  and  Mr.  Egan, 

The  qpeftion  being  put,  it  was  negatived  without  a divi- 
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Mr.  Ponsonby  then  moved  fuccefiively,  that  addrefies 
fhould  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency,  praying  him  to  lay 
before  the  Houfe, 


tc  An  account  of  the  number  of  effe&ive  troops  in  the 
province  of  Munlter,  on  the  2cth  of  December  lad  : and 
€f  An  account  of  the  number  of  effective  troops  of  the 
line,  and  in  the  regiments  of  militia  and  fencibles  in  this 
kingdom,  on  the  20th  of  December  lad,  and 

“ An  account  of  the  cannon  fit  for  fervice  on  the  fame 
day,  alfo,  the  quantity  of  ammunition  in  the  magazines, 
and  the  quantity  of  camp  equipage  and  arms  fit  for  imme- 
diate fervice.5> 

1 

Each  of  thefe  motions  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Egan,  Mr. 
Barrington,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  Mr.  Mafon,  as  tending  to 
difclofe  the  fituaticn  of  the  country, yand  create  difeontent 
and  fear  in  the  public  mind. 


They  were  fupported  by  Mr.  Iloare,  who  Paid  that  it 
was  generally  believed,  that  adminidration  had  grofsly  ne- 
gle&ed  the  defence  of  the  country.  If  they  had  done  fo, 
it  was  mifehievous  to  trud  the  defence  of  it  any  longer  to 
them  The  conduct  of  adminidration  in  this  indance 
fhould  be  fifted,  in  order  to  give  the  people  confidence  in 
their  fituation  and  in  their  governors. — Gentlemen  contend- 
ed that  the  enquiry  would  tend  to  miflead  the  public,  and 
imprefs  them  with  wrong  opinions  refpe&ing  the  date  of 
the  country  and  the  condu£t  of  minifters.  That  a difclofure 
of  truth  diould  falfely  imprefs  the  public  mind,  was  a para- 
dox which  no  man  would  believe,  and  therefore,  the  refift- 
ance  of  thefe  motions  muft  ariie  rather  from  a defire  to 
fereen  guilt  than  to  avoid  milleading  the  public. 

With  refpe£t  to  the  other  arguments  againll  the  motion, 
viz.  that  it  would  difclofe  the  date  of  the  country  to  the 
enemy,  it  was  abfurd  for  two  reafons — it  was  abfurd,  becaufe 
in  order  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  adequate- 
ly and  with  efFe£l,  the  Houfe  mud  necedarily  be  acquaint- 
ed with  the  circumftances  in  which  the  country  flood,  and 
therefore,  to  attempt  concealing  from  the  world  what  the 
motions  called  for,  was  impra&icable  — It  was  abfurd,  too, 
to  refufe  the  information  dedred,  led  the  enemy  diould 
learn  our  weaknefs,  becaufe  adminidration  themfelves  had 
already  proclaimed  it  to  the  world  : they  had  told  France 

the 
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the  country  was  diflra£led,  by  thofe  proclamations,  by  which 
they  every  day  put  a barony  or  county  out  of  the  ordinary 
protection  of  the  law — they  had  pointed  the  enemy  to  that 
place  where  they  fhould  direct  their  attack — they  had  told 
the  enemy  where  they  might  look  for  alliance  and  affiftance. 
If  adminiftration  had  been  fo  open  to  the  enemy,  what  need 
of  concealment  from  the  people  ? or  why  fhould  the  people 
be  expected  to  fight  in  the  dark,  under  an  adminiftration, 
who,  he  believed  in  his  foul,  had  wickedly  negledted  their 
defence  ? 

The  motions  were  Separately  put,  and  negatived  with- 
out a divifion. 

Sir  L.  Parsons  having  adverted  to  his  agreement  laft 
night,  to  poftpone  what  he  had  to  offer  relative  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  until  he  fhould  fee  the  right  honour- 
able Secretary  in  his  place,  now  rofe  to  inquire  of  that  gen- 
tleman, on  the  part  of  the  country,  and  of  the  Houfe,  what 
meafures  he  intended  to  propofe  on  that  momentous  fubjecft  ; 
if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  an  efficient  plan  of 
defence  to  offer,  he  would,  of  courfe,  fuccumb  j if  not, 
he  would  confider  it  as  incumbent  on  him  to  ftateto  the 
Houfe  his  ideas  on  that  fubjecf. 

Mr.  Pelham  rofe,  and  in  a very  low  tone  of  voice  (which, 
added  to  the  unhappy  conftruffion  of  the  Houfe,  with  re- 
fpect  to  hearing,  rendered  it  almoft  impoffible  to  catch  what 
fie  faff!),  ftated,  the  refult  of  his  exertions  for  this  country 
to  be,  that  the  two  countries  fhould,  as  occafion  might  re- 
quire, a ill  f l each  other  i that  if  Ireland  wanted  troops,  in 
cafe  of  an  attack,  Great  Britain  fhould  fend  fome  of  hers  ; 
and  that  if  Great  Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  fhould  need 
affiftance  againft  an  invading  enemy,  Ireland  fhould  lend  her 
fimilar  affiftance.  Bclides  this,  he  briefly  mentioned  fome 
other  arrangements  of  a pecuniary  nature,  in  which  Ireland 
was  to  receive  affiftance  from  Great  Britain  \ b;rt  which 
would  come  more  properly  tu  be  explained  in  the  committee 
of  fupply. 

Sir  Laurence  Parsons  expreffed  himfelf  very  muchdifi- 
appointed  indeed  by  this  communication,  and  he  believed  the 
Houfe  and  the  country  were  not  lefs  fo.  Was  it  for  this, 
he  afked,  that  the  Houfe  had  been  kept  in  fufpenfe  for  five 
weeks,  while  the  enemy  were  making  the  moil  vigorous  ex- 
ertions 
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crtions  to  attack  ?•  If  the  country  were  thus  to  be  left  to 
its  own  ftrength  and  its  own  refources,  it  was  not  neceflary 
fo  long  to  withhold  the  information,  hie  proceeded  in  a 
very  able  fpeecli,  to  urge  to  the  Houle  the  prefling  neceflity 
of  great  exertion  in  raifing  up  lor  the  country  a defence 
adequate  to  its  danger.  He  compared  the  force  which  we 
at  prefent  po fiefs  with  that  which  France  will  probably  bring 
again  It  us.  The  latter  he  eliimated  at  50,00c.  On  the 
late  occafion  it  was  computed  they  had  on  board  30,000  j 
yet  then  they  exp<  died  to  take  us-  by  furprife.  Now  when 
they  have  no  longer  that  hope,  when  they  are  convincedthat 
they  will  meet  a vigorous  oppofition,  and  when  the  Direc- 
tory are  in  a great  meafure  bound  by  the  critical  fituatiort 
in  which  they  Hand  to  make  amends  for  their  late  difap- 
pointment  by  a more  fuccefsful  attempt,  it  was  net  reafon- 
able  to  expect  that  they  would  make  another  attack  with 
lefs  than  double  their  former  numbers.  Suppofe  then  that 
Ireland  is  able  to  bring  a body  of  25,000  troops  to  meet  the 
enemy,  after  leaving  16,000  to  guard  the  North,  would  that 
be  an  adequate  force  to  which  to  truil  the  fate  of  the  coun- 
try ? Nay,  if  fhe  could  bring  50,000  againir  die  invader, 
oppefing  man  to  man,  ought  gentlemen  to  consider  that  an 
adequate  defence  ? When  he  reficdled  on  the  cafualties  of 
war,  and  the  poflibility  of  mi  flakes  in  generals,  he  could 
not  believe  that  the  country  would  he  fafe  under  the  pro- 
tedlion  even  of  fuch  a force  ; nothing  but  a powerful  army  of 
referve  to  oppofe  to  the  enemy,  in  cafe  of  the  defeat  of  the 
firfl,  could  in  his  mind  give  faiety.-  After  expatiating  very 
much  at  large  in  fupport  of  thefe  pofitions,  and  in  urging 
the  importance  of  the  crifis,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  im- 
pending danger,  he  concluded  by  Hating  to  the  Boufe  the 
outline  of  his  plan,  which  was  Amply  augmenting,  in  a 
very  conflderable  proportion,  the  military  force  of  the 
country.  This  he  prepofed  doing,  by  raifing  four  or  five 
men  from  every  parifli,  not  in  a compulfory  way,  or  by 
requisition,  but  by  bounty.  By  thefe  means  ia,oco  men 
might  be  raifed,  and  if  exertions  were  made,  they  might  be 
ready  for  the  field  in  a very  (hort  time.  Fhe  next  idea  he 
fuggefted  was,  that  ot  raifing  a greater  number  of  men  un- 
der the  Yeomanry  Adi.  By  this  mode,  he  faid,  men  might 
be  raifed  to  any  amount,  and  that  too,  without  any  very 
conflderable  charge  on  the  public.  He  would  raife  of  thefe 
no  lefs  than  50,000.  If  they  were  deficient  in  difeipline, 
the  defedl  rfiu-fl  be  com  pen  fated  by  numbers.  The  exi  fling 
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Corps  of  yeomen  were  not  more  than  adequate  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  internal  peace  of  the  refpe£iive  counties. 
Thefe  fuggeftions  might,  he  argued,  be  incorporated  in  the 
bufinefs  of  the  fupply,  but  he  thought  the  meafure  would 
be  more  impreffive,  and  do  more  towards  deterring  the  ene- 
my, and  giving  confidence  to  the  public,  if  they  were  brought 
forward  in  a didindf  wzil,  and  by  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  Houfe  j he  would  therefore  move,  That  the  Houfe 
Ihould  immediately  refolve  itfelf  into  a Committee,  to  con- 
fider  of  the  bell  means  for  putting  the  country  into  a {fate 
©f  defence.” 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  applauded  the  zeal 
of  the  right  honourable  Baronet ; but  believed  that  he  would 
bed  fecond  the  intentions  which  he  had  avowed,  as  to  the 
defence  of  the  country,  by  letting  the  bufinefs  of  the  fupply 
go  on  fegularly.  If  when  the  right  honourable  Baronet 
ihould  have  heard  what  force  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try propofed  to  raife,  it  fhould  not  come  up  to  his  idea,  he 
would  then  have  an  opportunity  of  propofing  any  plan  he 
might  think  pfoper  for  augmenting  that  force  *,  he  therefore 
moved  the  order  of  the  day. 

Sir  J.  Blaquiere  fuggefted  to  the  right  honourable  Ba- 
ronet (Parfons),  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  let  the 
bufinefs  of  the  fupply  go  on,  and  referve  his  propofition  for 
another  day*  For  himielf,  he  promifed,  that  he,  if  nobody 
elfe  more  able  Ihould  undertake  to  do  it,  would,  on  a future 
occafion,  bring  forward  a plan  for  the  purpofe  of  increafing 
the  national  force,  not  only  forraifing  the  men,  but  defray* 
ing  the  expence  of  them. 

Sir  Laurence  then  agreed,  for  the  prefent,  to  withdraw 
his  motion. 

Previous  to  going  into  the  fupply,  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral prefented  a petition  from  the  tanners  of  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin, dating,  the  mifchiefs  which  had  refulted  to  the  tanning 
trade  of  Ireland,  from  the  excife  duty  on  leather,  and  pray- 
ing  again  ft  it. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The 
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The  Houfe  now  refolved  itfelf  in  the  Committee  of  Supply* 

Right  Honourable  J.  M.  Mason  in  the  Chair. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefented  hh  dif- 
clofure  of  the  budget  by  (fating,  how  extremely  unpleafant 
lie  felt  in  coming  to  Parliament  for  a larger  lum,  and  for 
heavier  taxes,  than  had  ever  yet  been  applied  for  to  an  Irilh 
Parliament.  He  was,  however,  in  fome  meafure  confoled, 
when  he  reflected  that  this  fum  and  thofe  taxes,  tho’  great 
and  heavy,  were  called  for  in  order  to  fecure  to  the  people 
thofe  things  which  are  mod  valuable  to  man,  to  give  per- 
manence to  property,  and  fecurity  to  commerce  ; to  preferve 
to  us  our  liberty  and  our  religion  ; and  to  arreft  anarchy  and 
confufion,  before  it  defolates  the  land.  When  the  fuppty 
required  was  for  fuch  purpofes,  he  believed  it  was  not  very 
neceflary  to  fay  more,  to  induce  reafonable  men  to  accede  to 
it,  though  it  might  fo  much  exceed  tne  demands  of  former 
times. 

In  dating  what  he  had  to  offer,  he  fird  laid  before  the 
Houfe  the  quantity  of  expence  for  the  year  ; fecondly,  men- 
tioned the  modes  by  which  that  expenditure  fhould  be  de- 
frayed, and,  thirdly,  as  part  of  it  was  to  be  raifed  by  loan, 
he  gave  a general  outline  of  the  taxes,  by  which  the  intered 
of  the  loan  was  to  be  paid. 

Fird,  as  to  the  expence.  This  was  afcertained  by  the 
edimates  which  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  from  the  re- 
fpeflive  offices.  By  thefe  it  appeared  that  the  increafed  mi- 
litary expence  for  this  year  was  1,000,000  1.  and  that  the 
whole  of  the  expenditures  to  be  provided  for  according  to  the 
edimates  is  , 2.957,870!. 

Exclufive  of  treafury  bills,  which  are  to  be 
paid  within  the  year,  amounting  to 
All  which,  with  a few  other  items,  amount- 7 
ing  to  - - 5 

Made  a total  for  expences  of  the  year y 3,800,000  I. 

Out  of  this  fum,  to  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year, 
there  was  to  be  deducted  the  amount  of  the  net  revenue,  af- 
ter payment  of  the  different  eftablidiments.  In  the  lalt  year 
the  amount  of  this  net  revenue  was  1,079,000!.;  but  as 
this  revenue  is  declining,  he  would  this  year  reckon  it  only 
at  ------  1,000,000 1, 

Which  deduced  from  the  above  fum,  leaves  2,180,000 1, 
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as  the  film  neceffary  to  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year, 
Befules  the  intereft  of  this  fum,  which  mud  be  raifed  by 
taxes  ; there  is  alfo  to  be  provided  for  a deficiency  in  the 
taxes  of  laft  year,  amounting  to  123,000  1.  This  fum,  with 
the  intereft  of  the  fum  to  be  borrowed,  makes  a total  of 

£.  282,514 

to  be  raifed  by  taxes,  a fum  certainly  very  large,  but  yet  iuch 
as  the  extreme  emergency  of  the  moment  makes  indifpenf- 
able. 

He  now  proceeded  to  fhew  in  what  manner  the  extraor- 
dinary expCnce  of  1,000,000  1.  in  the  milita 
was  incurred,  viz. 

By  the  expence  incurred  by  the  Yeoman- 
ry corps,  - - 

By  the  propofed  augmentation  of  8,000  to 
the  regular  troops. 

By  the  propofed  augmentation  of  4,000  to 
the  militia  force,  - - 

\ By  the  augmentation  of  ordnance, 

By  the  increafed  expence  of  the  Barrack 
Board?  - 

Total  £.  1,000,0  00 
Thus  it  appeared,  he  faid,  that  government  was  not  in- 
attentive to  the  increafe  of  the  force  of  the  country,  as  itao- 

^ ' * 

peared  from  this  ftatement,  that  exclttfive  of  30,000  yeo- 
men, they  propofed  to  augment  the  national  force  by  12,000 
men,  viz.  8,000  regulars,  and  4,000  militia,  and  alfo  to  in- 
creafe the  ordnance  above  one  third.  Thefe  certainly  are 
great  exertions  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  however  fhort 
they  might  fall  "of  that  which  the  zeal  of  gentlemen  would 
prompt  them  to  propofe. 

When  it  was  faid  by  gentlemen  that  the  yeothen  are  nd 
efficient  force,  it  ffiould  be  remembered  that  they  enable  the 
regular  forces  to  a£t  againft  an  enemy,  who,  but  for  the 
yeomen,  would  neceffarily  be  occupied  in  preferving  the  in- 
ternal peace  of  the  country.  The  celerity  with  which  this 
ufeful  body  of  men  had  been  called  forth,  was  alone  Effici- 
ent to  juftify  the  government  of  the  country  from  the  charges 
of  negligence  which  gentlemen  were  fo  anxious  to  bring 
againft  them.  No  country,  certainly,  had  ever  raifed  fuch 
a body  of  troops  in  fo  fhort  a time,  nor  could  they  have  been 
brought  forward  with  fuch  fpeed,  had  not  very  confuierable 

exertions 


ry  ^department 
£■ 


;qo,o  00 


200.000 

130.000 

150.000 
io,ooo' 


C 321  1 

exertions  been  made  on  the  part  of  government.  Thefe, 
with  the  12,000  men  propofed  to  be  added  to  the  militia  and 
regulars,  made  an  augmented  force  of  42,000,  an  augmenta- 
tion certainly  of  decifive  importance.  If  gentlemen  defire 
Id  ill  greater  exertions  to  be  made,  they  fliould  ferioufiy  con- 
fider,  in  the  firft  in  dance,  whether  the  country  be  able  to 
bear  them.  If  they  engage  in  exertions  beyond  the  ftrength 
of  the  country,  they  would  but  expofe  its  weaknefs,  and 
they  might  do  fomething  dill  worfe,  if  they  endeavour  to 
raife  men  without  being  able  to  pay  them. 

Befides  the  2,8oo,oool.  to  be  borrowed,  the  Houfe  diould 
know,  that  of  the  fum  voted  lad  year  2co,ooci.  the  two  lad 
depofits  had  not  yet  been  paid  by  thofe  who  had  undertaken 
the  loan,  in  confequence  of  the  difficulty  of  railing  money. 
It  would  be  attempted  by  government  to  avail  themfelves, 
in  this  indance,  on  behalf  of  this  country,  of  the  greater 
wealth  and  credit  of  England  ; as  foon  as  the  legidature  of 
Great  Britain  diould  permit,  that  a fum  ffiould  be  borrowed 
in  that  country  for  the  ufe  of  Ireland,  endeavours  would  be 
ufed  to  raife  fuch  fums  as  diould  be  neceffary,  or,  if  not  the 
whole,  at  lead  a fum  of  1,600,000  1.  Ireland,  at  prefent, 
however  well  able  (he  may  be  to  pay  the  intered  o.  the  fum 
fhe  wants,  is  unable  to  raife  the  money  itfelf : by  borrowing 
it  of  England,  the  circulation  of  money  here  will  be  renew- 
ed, confidence  will  be  created,  and  commercial  credit  re- 
itored. 

It  would  deferve  to  be  confidered,  however,  that  fome 
inconveniencies  would  grow  out  of  this  meafure,  however 
beneficial  for  the  prefent ; and  of  thefe,  the  principal  would 
be,  that  the  intered  of  fo  large  a fum  fent  annually  cut  of 
the  country  would  be  a drain  which  mud  tend  to  exhaud  it. 
To  obviate  this,  it  was  defigned  to  edablifh  a finking  fund  of 
one  per  cent,  on  the  whole  of  the  capital  fum,  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  debt,  which  he  had  no  doubt  might  by  this 
means  be  effeCted. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  taxes  to  defray  the  intered  of  the 
loan,  thefe  mud,  in  order  to  be  effective,  fall  on  the  whole 
body  of  the  people.  He  had  already  tried  taxes  on  all  the 
articles  of  mere  luxury,  and  had  generally  found  them  defi- 
cient and  fallacious.  As  to  the  particulars  of  the  taxes,  he 
fhould  referve  them  for  the  ways  and  means  ; at  prefent  he 
ihould  only  give  a general  outline. 

Among  the  objeCts  of  taxation  then,  he  mentioned  fugar 
as  thefird.  The  duty  he  propofed  was,  as.  8td.  per  cwt. 
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of  which  he  calculated  the  produce  at 
’Teas  alfo,  6d.  per  lb-  on  green,  and  3d.  on 
congou  tea,  made  about 
Wines , hehad  found  a productive  article’,  a tax 
was  lately  laid  on  of  61-  per  tonon  port,  and 
9 1.  on  claret ; and  fo  far  from  diminiihing 
the  import,  it  had  increafed  it  •,  he  there- 
fore propofed  to  lay  on  a fimilar  duty, 
which  would  make  about 
Saif,,  at  prefent,  was  one  of  the  cheapelt  ar- 
ticles, and  one  which  would  belt  bear  a 
tax  •,  lie  propofed  laying  on  a duty  of  is.  6d. 
per  bufhel,  which  would  produce 
This  tax  would  undoubtedly  prefs  on  the  provifion  trade, 
but  ho  trade  could  bear  it  better  5 it  was  one  in  which  we 
have  no  competitor. 

Mah-houfes  he  meant  to  tax,  by  making  them 
take  licence,  by  which  would  be  gained 
And  by  the  Pojt-ojfine  and  an  increafed  duty 
on  Imports  he  would  raife  - - , 

Thefe  together  make  a total  of  - £.  305,000 

which  was  fomething  more  than  he  fhouid  want,  but  allow- 
ances mull  be  made  for  cafualties,  &c. 

Befides  the  duties  already  mentioned,  he  would  lay  fome- 
thing on  the  glafs  manufacture  and  that  of  paper  hang- 
ings- 

Something  would  alfo  be  laid  on  malt  and  fpirits,  by  way 
of  regulation  •,  but  as  thefe  were  minute,  compared  with 
the  other  items,  he  poftponed  explaining  on  that  head  till 
the  ways  and  means. 

Such  was  the  outline  of  expence,  of  loan,  and  of  taxes* 
which  his  duty  had  compelled  him  to  lay  before  the  country., 
It  was  not  meant  by  calculating  the  expence  and  the  wants 
of  the  public  on  this  fcale  to  limit  the  zeal  of  individual  gen- 
tlemen. If  any  gentleman  fhouid  think  it  right  to  go  far- 
ther than  this  plan  required,  he  for  one  would  mod.  cheer- 
fully agree  in  fuch  a meafure  to  the  extent  of  his  fortune. 
Gentlemen  had  already  offered  their  perfons  to  their  country^ 
he  was  now  ready  to  offer  fomething  more. 

He  fuggeiled  whether  there  might  not  be  a faving  made 
to  the  country  in  the  article  of  bounties  ; he  thought  they 
ihould  be  annihilated  altogether.  Bounties  are  for  times 
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tff  pC2Ce — defence,  for  war.  The  country  mutt  be  faved  by 
exertion,  not  by  bounty;  that  exertion  {he  certainly  is  equal 
to. 

Sir  L.  Parsons,  in  a fpeech  nearly  as  long  as  his  former 
one  at  the  beginning  of  the  evening,  declared  himfelf  not  at 
all  fatisfied  with  what  government  propofed  doing  for  the 
defence  of  the  country. 

We  cannot,  for  want  of  room,  follow  him  ; nor  could 
we,  if  we  would,  well  report  what  followed  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night : as  the  Houfe  was  in  Committee,  a 
iiumber  of  Members  fpoke,  each  feveral  times,  generally 
repeating  the  fame  fentiments.  We  {hall  content  ourfelves, 
therefore,  with  faying,  that  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  Burgh, 
Sir  J.  Blaquiere,  and  Mr.  Neville,  appeared  to  acquiefce  in 
the  meafures  propofed  by  government  ; — Mr.  Vandeleur, 
Mr.  M’Donald,  and  Sir  Laurence  Parfons,  feemed  to  wiih 
for  greater  exertion. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  Mr.  M’Donald  called  on  Sir 
John  Blaquiere,  to  propofe  his  plan  for  railing  an  additional 
force,  agreeable  to  his  promife,  and  engaged  to  give  it  his 
fupport. 

Sir  John  accordingly  did  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  a refolution 
fimilar  to  that  which  he  propofed  on  a former  night;  but 
after  feme  converfation  had  taken  place  on  it,  agreed  to 
withdraw  it  for  the  prefent,  and  bring  it  on  again  to-inor row- 
evening. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  the 
ordinary  refolution  relative  to  the  fupply. 

After  which  the  Iioufe  refumed,  and  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  22,  1797. 

The  Houfe  in  Committee  of  fupply,  Mr.  Macon  in  the 
« • ~ • * 
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Sir  J.  Blaquiere  being  called  on  for  his  proportion  for 
railing  the  additional  10,000  men  to  ferve  in  the  line,  he 
brought  it  forward  in  a (hape  confiderably  different  from  that 
in  which  he  had  urged  it  the  night  before.  In  its  prefent 
form  it  was,  in  fubltance,  a refolucion,  “ That  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  10,000  men  fhould  be  rail- 
ed in  the  feveral  parities,  according  to  their  population,  to 
ferve  in  the  line,  in  addition  to  the  regular  troops  and  mili- 
tia (voted  the  preceding  evening)  in  Ireland,  England,  Wales, 
Scotland,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed.”  In  a 
prefatory  fpeech  Sir  John  explained,  that  he  had  been  thus 
explicit  in  naming  the  plaees  in  which  exclufively  thefe  troops 
inould  ferve,  in  order  to  prevent  the  idea  from  getting  abroad 
that  they  were  liable  to  be  fent  on  foreign  fervice  to  any 
other  place,  an  idea  which,  from  fome  midakes  that  had 
been  committed  in  fending  troops  to  Gibralter,  who  had  en- 
gaged only  to  ferve  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  had  great- 
ly injured  the  fervice.  The  tax  he  propofed  was  one  on  win- 
dows, excepting  houfes  of  only  three  windows,  and  alfo 
thofe  engaged  in  manufactures,  &c.  No  houfe  to  pay  above 
20  s.  Sir  John  having  moved  his  refolution,  gave  rife  to 
one  of  the  molt  fmgular  debates  we  ever  remember  to  hav$? 
heard  in  Parliament  •,  from  the  irregularity  with  which  it 
proceeded,  from  the  variety  of  different  directions  which  it 
took,  and  from  the  number  of  topics  which  were  introduced 
in  its  progrefs.  The  Houfe  being  in  Committee,  the  Members 
had  a privilege  of  fpeaking  more  than  once,  and  of  the  great 
numbers  of  members  who  fpoke,  each  availed  himfelf  of  that 
privilege  freely.  Without  much  of  eloquence,  or  any  thing 
of  new  matter,  the  Committee  continued  fitting  until  half 
pad  three  in  the  morning  ; and  within  that  time  difcuffed  at 
large  the  fubjecl  which  had  occupied  their  attention  laft 
night — the  neceflify  of  making  fpeedy  and  great  exertions 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.  They  alfo  engaged  in  a cri- 
mination and  defence  of  Lord  Wedmoreland’s  conduct  in 
withdrawing  the  troops  dedined  for  our  internal  prote&ion, 
and  on  the  neglect  of  the  adminidration  in  defending  the 
country. 

The  original  motion  of  Sir  John  was  fpoken  to  by  Sir  H* 
Cavendifh,  who  would  have  the  refolution  (imply  to  ftand 
“ that  fo  many  thoufand  men  were  neceffary  to  be  raifed,” 
without  alluding  to  the  manner  of  raifmg  them  or  the  places 
of  their  fervice. 
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Sir  J.  Macartney,  in  a Ihort  but  able  fpeech,  propofed 
to  defray  the  expence  of  the  levy  by  a tax  of  4 s.  in  the 
pound  upon  the  eftates  of  abfentees,  and  that  no  new  tax 
whatever  (hould  be  impofed  on  the  people  ; men  who  were 
not  to  pay  a fingle  farthing  of  any  of  the  new  taxes  pro- 
pofed, who  ventured  neither  life  nor  limb  in  the  defence  of 
the  country,  out  of  which  they  drew  revenues  to  the  amount 
of  £.  1,200,000  a-year,  ought  to  pay  the  whole  expence  of 
the  increafed  force  of  the  country,  and  the  tax  he  propofed 
would  make  £.  240,000  a-year. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  agreed  in  the  fuperiority  of  a tax  on  ab- 
fentees, above  that  propofed  by  the  right  lion.  Baronet.  He. 
propofed  an  amendment  to  the  refolution,  by  fubftituting 
the  word  “ Ireland,”  for  the  words  “ England,  Ireland, 
Wales,  Scotland,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed.” 
In  fupport  of  this  amendment,  he  urged  the  neceflity  of 
retraining  the  troops  which  (hould  be  raifed  for  our  defence, 
within  the  country,  left  the  Britifti  minifter  might  again, 
as  he  did  in  Lord  Weftmoreland’s  adminiftration,  withdraw 
them,  and  leave  the  country  again  defencelefs.  Of  Lord 
Weftmoreland’s  adminiftration  he  fpoke  in  the  fevered 
terms. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  not  the  fmalf- 
eft  doubt  of  the  hon.  Member’s  good  intentions,  but  thought 
I fuch  a fuggeftion  extremely  ungracious,  and  indicative  of  hof- 
tility  to  the  fifter  country,  with  which  we  were  ever  pledged 
to  ftand  or  fall.  Itwasabfurd  to  fuppofe  England  could  be 
fo  loft  to  a fenfe  of  her  own  intereft,  as  to  abandon  this 
country  ; we  relied  upon  England  for  aid  and  protection  in 
the  hour  of  danger,  and  policy  muft  engage  England  to  give 
us  that  aid  and  protection  : but  the  hon.  Member’s  propo- 
fition  went  directly  to  excite  inimical  jealoufy  in  England, 
by  (hewing  a felfifti  and  churlifli  difpofition  on  the  part  of 
Ireland,  to  prepare  for  her  own  defence  only,  inftead  of 
bearing  a part  in  the  general  defence  of  the  empire.  He  fub- 
mitted  whether  fuch  a principle  was  characteriftic  of  the 
Irifh  nation. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  he  had  attended  to  the  different 
plans  of  gentlemen  with  much  anxiety,  and  that  he  had  col- 
lected from  all  of  them  one  great  and  evident  truth,  that 
this  country  could  only  be  defended  by  the  people.  He  had 
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feen  (he  could  not  rely  on  a Britiffi  fleet,* — lie  comprehended 
flie  could  not  depend  on  a Biitifh  army — he  perceived  that  the 
Iriffi  government  had  introduced  their  plans  of  defence,  all 
of  wnich  pentlemen  inclined  to  think  feeble.  He  was  in- 
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formed  of  the  ftate  of  their  funds  and  the  difficulty  of  their 
levies,  and  on  the  whole  collected  that  Ireland  could  be  on- 
ly defended  by  the  people  j it  followed  that  you  mull  be- 
come an  arnoed  nation  and  a military  country.  That  the 
fituation  oi  Europe  had  changed  the  nature  of  the  defence — 
that  we  were  to  be  attacked,  not  by  the  army  of  a hoft.  ile 
countrv,  but  bv  armed  colonies  iffuing  from  an  armed  and 
hoft  ile  nation,  that  therefore  we  were  to  adopt  a defence 
proportionate  to  the  attack — armed  nation  againft  armed  na- 
tion— fo  that  though  a battle  were  loft,  this  nation  might 
not  be  conquered—  that  he  therefore  thought  the  beft  me- 
thod v ere  to  increafe  the  yeoman  corps  in  a very  great  pro- 
portion— that  he  wiffied  aifo  to  increafe  the  mditia  confider- 
ab!y — that  he  could  not  fay  he  approved  of  the  prefent  plans, 
which  made  no  conftderable  augmentation  to  either  force, 
and  almoft  only  added  to  the  army — that  a propofal  had  been 
made  to  add  io,oco  men  to  the  regulars — to  levy  them  for 
general  fcrvice  by  requifition,  and  to  pay  them  by  a window 
tax  *,  that  the  two  latter  parts  of  the  plan  appeared  to  be 
abandoned— and  the  firft  part  remained  for  the  connderation 
of  the  Ho  life,  namely,  to  raife  10,000  regulars,  in  addition 
to  the  ^0,000  regulars  voted  already.  An  amendment  was 
made  to  reftrain  thofe  10,000  to  the  defence  of  Ireland  ; 
to  that  propofal  he  entirely  gave  his  confent,  and  fhould  re- 
peat the  arguments  urged  againft  it  with  fuch  anfwer  as  ap- 
peared to  him  concluftve  ; that  it  had  .been  objected  to  the 
a me  dment,  that  the  minifter  of  England  ihould  not  be 
reftrained  in  the  difpofition  of  the  army,  becaufe  he  was  as 
much  interefted  in  the  defence  of  Ireland,  as  in  that  of 
Great  Britain  j becaufe  he  had  always  manifefted  sis  great 
an  attention  to  the  one  as  to  the  other,  and  had  lately  fhewn 
in  a particular  manner  his  anxiety  about  the  lafety  of  this 
ifland  ; it  was  added,  that  fuch  a reftraint  was  againft  a ne- 
ceftary  prerogative,  and  that  it  was  unknown  in  the  practice 
of  Parliament,  and  in  general  it  was  recommended  as  a fafe 
and  becoming  conduct  to  vote  the  men  and  the  money,  but 
to  leave  the  great  object  for  which  they  were  voted — name- 
ly, the  feeflrity  of  the  country — to  the  Minifter  of  the 
Crow  n.  To  this  argument,  in  which  there  is  fo  little  either 
of  rcafon  or  of  dignity,  he  begged  to  obferve,  fir  ft,  that  the 
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Minifter  of  England  was  not  equally  interefled  in  the  de- 
fence of  this  country  as  of  his  own.  That  the  defence  of 
his  own  muft:  be  to  him  a primary  cbjeCl — the  defence  of 
Ireland  a fubordinatc  one — and  fo  it  had  always  appeared, 
and  fo  fenfible  of  that  was  the  Parliament  of  this  country, 
that  in  1769  it  difabled  the  Crown  from  difpcfingof  1 2,000 
regulars  out  of  the  country,  and  fo  run  the  provificns  in  the 
great  money  bill  ever  fince — and  fo  unfupported  by  the  faCf 
•is  that  confidence,  that  in  the  year  1779  you  were  left 
without  an  army,  and  the  then  Secretary  informed  the  peo- 
ple that  they  muft  defend  themfelves ; and  in  the  years 
1793  and  x794»  your  whole  army  almoft  was  taken  out  of 
the  kingdom,  and  you  were  left  without  arms,  artillery-men, 
or  troops  of  the  line  ; in  their  dead  vou  Had  new  levies, 
which  were  not  difciplined,  nor  armed,  nor  effective,  nor 
on  your  eftablifnment — and  which  were  neither  in  fubftance 
or  in  letter  fuch  troops  as  the  provilions  of  the  aft  required 
and  defcribed.  He  obffrvcd,  that  as  to  the  protection  this 
country  had  lately  received  from  the  Miniiter  of  England, 
lie  had  already  given  an  opinion,  which  he  believed  was  the 
general  opinion  of  both  kingdoms  ; that  on  the  experience 
therefore  of  fo  many  years  he  would  fay,  that  the  defence 
of  Ireland  was  not  to  be  left  to  the  Minifter  of  England  ! — 
he  begged  to  add,  that  fuch  a fuggeftion  very  much  lower- 
ed the  character  of  Parliament,  and  gave  to  the  debates  of 
the  Hcufe  a ridiculous  and  a fervile  complexion— that  it 
amounted  to  this  counfel,  that  we  fliould  grant  every  thing 
to  the  Miniiter,  and  fecure  nothing  to  the  country — that  as 
to  the  praCtice  of  Parliament,  he  begged  to  obferve,  gen- 
tlemen had  been  totally  and  entirely  miitaken  ; that  far  from 
being  unknown  to  the  praCtice  of  Parliament,  the  re  (train- 
ing the  army  to  home  defence  of  the  country  was  adopted  at 
the  time  of  the  augmentation,  and  that  it  had  been  purfued. 
in  1795  > and  y°u  will  find  in  the  refolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  the  Houfe  votes  8,000  additional  men, 
exprefsly  for  the  home  defence,  to  which  the  gentlemen 
agreed,  who  now  {ay,.>hv'<t  it  is  unknown  to  the  praCtice  of 
Parliament — that  indeed  the  Miniflers  of  the  Crown  have 
often  invaded  the  provifions  of  the  aCts  reitraining  it  on  the 
difpofal  of  the  army,  and  for  that  reafon  he  preferred  the 
augmentation  of  the  militia,  and  that  force  which  from  its 
nature  could  not  be  taken  out  of  the  country.  He  conclud- 
ed with  fome  general  cbfervatlons,  touching  the  defence  of 
♦he  kingdom. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pelham  obferved*  that  it  was  admitted  that  a larger 
additional  force  was  necefiary  ; to  redrain  the  operation  of 
that  force,  was  to  cripple  the  hands  of  government,  and 
render  it  in  a great  meafure  ufelefs.  England  had  not 
done  fo ; in  her  extraordinary  levies,  the  objedf  was  dated 
to  be  the  general  defence.  Ele  knew  how  very  difficult  it 
was  to  change  entirely  the  nature  of  military  fervice,  but  he 
had  of  late  had  ieveral  confutations  on  the  fubjeft  of  ex- 
tending the  fervices  of  the  militia  in  England,  and  he  was 
fure  that  regiment,  to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  belong, 
would  be  happy  to  emulate  the  honourable  example  fet  by 
ieveral  regiments  in  that  country,  of  offering  their  fervices 
for  the  general  defence  of  the  two  countries  •,  but  this  was 
a delicate  point  to  touch,  as  it  might  raife  in  the  men’s 
minds  fufpicions  detrimental  to  the  fervice.  As  to  the  cir- 
cumdance  of  the  ten  regiments  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Grattan, 
they  were  immediately  replaced  by  fifteen  regiments  of  fen- 
cibles.  It  had  been  afked,  what  military  afiidancc  Great 
Britain  had  prepared  for  us?  He  could  anfwer,  that  twelve 
regiments  of  fencible  cavalry  had  offered  themfelves,  and 
prepared  to  march,  and  although  the  Britifh  minidry  were 
faid  net  to  be  anxious  for  our  intereds,  two  cf  thefe  regi- 
ments were  commanded  by  fome  very  intimate  connexions  of 
the  mini  dry,  Lord  Hawkefbury  and  Colonel  Phipps.  In 
confequence  of  the  attempt  on  this  country,  the  clans  of 
Scotland  had  offered  to  raife  fixteen  thoufand  men,  to  march 
hither  for  our  defence.  It  had  been  infinuated.,  that  the 
increafe  of  the  yeomanry  was  an  objedt  of  jealoufy  to  mi- 
ni lie  vs  ; had  they  proved  this  by  encreafmg  the  number  from 
the  firlt  edimate  of  twelve  thoufand  to  their  orefent  force  of 
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thirty-four  thoufand  men  ? ' , B • *■* 

Mr.  Browne  (College)  deprecated  the  idea  of  being 
thought  to  talk  the  language  of  oppofition  in  times  like 
thefe.  But  he  could  not  fit  filentand  hear  all  that  had  been 
faid  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pelham)  as  to  the 
afnftance  afforded  by  England  to  this  country,  becaufe  that 
would  be  feeming  to  acquiefce  in  the  affertion.  He  had 
expected,  that  as  loon  as  the  arrival  of  the  French  at  Bantry, 
that  half  the  force  of  England,  and  half  of  her  artillery, 
would  have  been  moving  towards  Ireland  he  did  not  hear 
or  a Angle  move  or  dir  of  the  kind.  He  had  been  expecting 
ever  fince  forces  from  England,  ready  made,  without  wait- 
ing for  our  flow  levies  here.  If  England  had  an  overplus  of 
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force,  why  was  it  not  fent  here  ? if  (he  had  not,  we  were 
in  a bad  way  indeed.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  faid  that 
twelve,  regiments  of  cavalry  had  offered  to  come  ; why  was 
not  the  offer  accepted,  and  why  did  they  not  come  ? That 
was  not  their  fault,  but  the  fault  of  the  miniller.  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  Houfe  if  a more  general  damp  and  downcaff 
was  ever  obferved  than  appeared  on  every  face,  when  the 
Right.  Hon.  Gentleman,  inftead  of  telling  them  of  the  ar- 
tillery, engineers,  (lores,  and  generals,  that  they  heard  were 
coming  from  England,  only  told  them  the  common  place 
language,  that  it  was  determined  that  each  country  fbould 
affilt  the  other.  Why  were  forces  fent  to  Portugal  at  fuch 
a crifis,  rather  than  to  Ireland  ? He  had  the  highelt  perfonal 
refpedl  for  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman,  but  he  feared  the 
truth.'was,  that  the  minifttr  of  England  was  forced  to  liflen 
to  the  merchants  of  England,  and  that  the  merchant  was 
thinking  more  of  his  Weft  India  and  Eaff  India  poffeflions, 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  even  of  Portugal,  than  of 
Ireland  ; he  faid  not  this  to  irritate  this  country,  but  to  fpur 
the  minifler  of  England  on  any  future  occafion. 

Mr.  Ponsoney  faid,  it  was  not  now  the  time  for  Rating 
to  the  Houfe  what  opinion  he  entertained  on  the  condudl  of 
Adminiflration  with  regard  to  the  late  invafion  ; on  that 
fubjedt  he  would  Rate  at  large  to  the  Houfe  on  Friday  next 
what  his  fentiments  were.  Neither  was  it  now  a time  for 
difcuffing  as  gentlemen  had  done  the  ways  and  means  for 
raifmg  funds  for  the  fupport  of  an  additional  army.  The 
bufinefs  before  the  Houfe  properly  was,  whether  more  troops 
Riould  be  raifed,  whether  thofe  troops  fhould  be  regulars, 
militia,  or  yeomen,  and  whether  they  Riould  be  raifed  for 
general  fervice,  or  reRricled  to  the  defence  of  this  country  ? 
That  there  fhould  be  an  augmentation  was  his  opinion — and 
that  the  augmentation  fhould  be  made  to  the  militia  forces 
and  the  yeomanry.  Pie  was  for  having  thefe  men  raifed 
neither  for  general  fervice  nor  for  domellic  fervice  (i.  e. 
within  Ireland  and  Great  Britain),  but  for  the  foie  and  ex- 
clufive  defence  of  this  iflnnd.  He  was  for  railing  the  force 
for  the  peculiar  defence  of  Ireland,  hecaufe  he  was  con- 
vinced that  ten  men  could  he  had  for  this  fervice  where  one 
could  not  be  had  for  any  other.  As  to  Great  Britain  enter- 
taining any  jealoufy  of  Ireland  for  rellridling  the  fervice 
of  the  levy  to  herfelf,  it  was  to  the  laR  degree  idle.  England 
could  not  be  jealous  with  us  for  defending  ourfelves,  hecaufe 
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fht  is  equally  attentive  to  her  own  defence-  If  Ireland  he 
of  importance  to  Great  Britain,  the  bed  fervice  we  could  dq 
her  was  to  take  care  of  Ireland.  Gentlemen  who  make 
ufe  of  the  argument  that  Great  Britain  would  be  jealous  of 
a force  raifed  exclufively  for  otirfelves,  feemed  to  forget  that 
in  Scotland  troops  were  raifed  on  the  fame  principle — for  the 
defence  of  Scotland  exclufively,  though  between  Scotland 
and  England  there  is  not  a river  fo  wide  as  the  Liffey.  Is 
England  jealous  of  this  ? and  if  not,  how  could  it  be  pretend- 
ed fhe  would  be  jealous  of  Ireland  adting  in  the  fame  way. 
He  confefTed  he  had  felt  extreme  concern  and  furprife  at 
the  return  of  the  Right  Hon.  Secretary  from  England,  after 
a five  weeks  day,  with  nothing  to  communicate  to  the 
Hcufe,  but  an  undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  Mi- 
nider,  to  endeavour  to  raife  for  the  country  a loan  of  a 
million  and  an  half.  This  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
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brought  back  with  him  in  the  place  of  a fleet  and  an  army  j 
Did  the  Right  Hon  Gent. — did  the  Britifh  Minider  know 
the  nature  of  the  enemy  we  have  to  contend  with  ? Did  he 

d. 

know  their  refources — their  energy — their  courage,  their 
difeipline — their  perfeveranc§  ? Will  he  baide  fuch  an  enemy 
with  a million  and  an  half?  Will  he  drive  from  our  coads 
an  enemy  that  has  vanquished  Spain,  Holland,  Italy,  and 
almod  Germany,  with  a million  and  an  half  ? Preferve 
Ireland  from  France  ! It  may  be  done— but  not  by  a million  - 
and  an  half  ! No,  nor  by  ioo,oocl.  raifed  from  the  fait,  with 
which  the  beggar  feafoned  his  miferable  morfel  1 Pitiful 
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Financier,  who  can  find  refources  only  of  this  kind,  and 
none  in  the  bravery,  fpirit,  and  generofity  of  the  Xrifn  people. 
Such  meafur.es  would  never  do  to  preferve  Ireland  in  con- 
nexion with  Britain.  It  was  not  his  promife  to  the  execu- 
tive government  by  what  means  they  fhould  defend  the  coun- 
try—-he  fat  there  as  a member  of  Parliament  rather  to  exer- 
cife  a controling  fundtion — but  fo  deeply  did  he  feel  that  the 
meafures  which  were  taken  could  not  preferve  Ireland,  that 
he  would  venture  to  fugged  fome  which  he  thought  would. 
T-hofe  were  meafures  not  for  raifing  a given  fum  of  money, 
hut  for  the  much  more  momentous  ptirpofe  of  giving  con- 
tent and  confidence  to  the  people,  ill  did  they  calculate 
the  danger  of  the  country  or  the  means  to  refid  it  who 
looked  at  this  time  to  any  thing  but  the  univerfal  and  enthu- 
fiallic  force  of  the  whole  nation,  and  futile  was  every  mea- 
fure  which  did  not  go  to  excite  that  powerful  energy.  He 
was  far  indeed  from  wifliing  to  raife  difeontent  or  create  jea- 
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loufies  that  could  impede  the  common  defence.  Whatever 
might  be  his  opinion  of  the  conduft  of  Adminiftration  in 
Ireland  or  of  the  culpable  indifference  which  the  Adroinidra- 
tion  of  England  had  fhewn  to  our  fafety,  his  object  now 
was  to  drengthen  their  hands  by  pointing  out  to  them  mea- 
fures  of  which  the  efficacy  in  faving  the  country  could  not 
be  doubtful.  He  was  not  afraid  to  mention  thofe,  whatever 
motives  interefled  party  might  attribute  to  him. — The  firft, 
then,  was  a complete  reform  of  the  reprejentation  of  the  people  in 
parliament.  For  other  meafures  let  thofe  anfwer  who  advif- 
ed  the  Government  of  the  country  to  depend  on  them  ^ — for 
this  hf.  would  be  refponfible — The  fecond  was  a perfect  eman- 
cipation of  the  Catholics , and  an  abolition  of  all  religious  difincli - 
ms — The  third  was,  a general  equalization  of  commerce  between 
the  two  countries.  England  fhould  have  no  referves  to  Ire- 
land ; if  it  were  beneficial  to  England  to  preferve  Ireland  as 
a united  country,  fhe  was  now  bound  by  intereft  as  well  as 
juftice  to  give  her  a community  of  benefits  and  advantages. 
Temporifing  meafures  had  been  too  long  the  policy  with 
which  ffie  had  managed  this  country,  and  to  thofe  tempo- 
riling  meafures  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  country  was  to 
be  attributed.  They  mud  now  be  given  up  if  the  country 
is  to  be  faved. 

Perhaps  he  had  gone  too  far  on  this  fubjedb — becaufe  the 
moment  was  an  anxious  one — all  was  at  Hake — the  fafety  of 
Ireland,  and  the  exigence  of  the  Britifh  empire  depended  on 
the  meafures  which  fhould  now  be  taken.  In  his  mind  none 
would  fave  both  but  thofe  which  he  had  mentioned  ; and 
therefore  thefe  meafures  he  fhould  for  himfelf  drenuoufly 
and  perfeveringly  recommend. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  had  rifen  to  fpeak,  but  Mr. 
Ruxton  having  fird  caught  the  eye  of  the  Chairman, 
delivered  a few  words  in  fupport  of  the  motion  and  againd 
the  amendment. 

Mr  . Solicitor  General  in  a fpeech  of  great  vehemence 
replied  to  Mr.  Ponfonby  *,  he  was  glad  that  he  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  addreffing  the  Houfe  until  the  feelings  of 
honed  indignation  which  the  fpeech  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  raifed  in  his  mind  were  in  fome  degree  cooled — What 
was  it  come  to  ? — that,  in  an  Irifli  Houfe  of  Commons  they 
fhould  hden  to  one  of  their  own  members  degrading  the 

character 
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character  of  an  Irifli  Gent’eman  by  language  which  wa3 
fitted  but  for  hallowing  a mob  ? — Had  he  he  • rci  a man  ut- 
tering  out  oi  thofe  doors  fuch  language  as  that  by  which  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  violated  the  decorum  of  Parliament, 
he  wouh  have  feized  the  ruffian  by  the  tnroat  and  dragged 
him  to  the  dud  1 What  were  the  Houfe  mad~  of?  who  i mid 
liften  in  patience  to  fuch  abominable  fenti merits — fentiments 
which,  thank  God  ! were  acknowledged  by  no  clafs  of  men 
in  this  country,  except  the  exec  able  and  infamous  nelt  of 
traitors  who  \x  re  known  by  the  name  of  United  Ir'fhmen — 
who  fat  brooding  in  Belfafi  over  their  difcontents  and  trea- 
ions,  and  from  whofe  publications  he  could  trace  word  for 
word  every  expreffion  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  uffid. — But 
the  men  ox  Ireland  are  too  wife  and  too  loyal  to  be  led  affray 
by  fuch  artifices— the  men  of  Ireland  know  whom  they  can 
trull,  they  know  who  have  been  hollow  in  the  caufe.  . The 
men  of  Ireland  know  who  they  are  that  are  now  armed  in 
their,  caufe  to  defend  their  lives,  their  property,  their  fami- 
lies, and  their  conhitution  from  the  tremendous  foe  which 
threatens  all — and  the  men  of  Ireland  obferve  alfo  thofe  who 
are  lying  by  in  a fufpicious  apathy,  as  if  wanting  but  to  view 
the  event  of  the  conteil.  Who  are  they  that  have  been 
foremoft  in  arming  to  face  the  enemy?  Not,  certainly,  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  or  his  Friends.  None  of  them  were  fore- 
men in  the  work  of  glory.  But  the  Hon.  Gentleman  does 
not  pafs  unnoticed — his  condudl  is  marked — it  has  given  a 
(lamp  to  his  charadler.  He  had  intended  not  to  have  fpoken 
in  this  debate,  but  it  was  impoffible  that  a man  (landing  in 
the  fituation  in  whiqh  he  flood,  could  have  heard  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  in  fi'ence.  He  had  wifhed  to  hear  on  this 
queftion  the  opinion  of  country  gentlemen— he  hoped,  how- 
ever, he  had  not  forfeited  his  claim  to  that  character  by  the 
office  which  he  held — he  too  had  a flake  in  the  country,  and 
perhaps  no  man  in  the  country  had  a greater  number  of  re- 
latives in  it  than  himfelf. — He  was  proud  that  there  were 
none  of  thefe  who  were  not  in  the  ranks  for  common  defence 
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—men  to  whom  it  might  be  truly  faid,  ((  gallant  Yeomen, 
whofe  limbs  were  made  in  Ireland,  you  have  (hewed  us  of 
what  metal  is  your  palture  !” 

He  was  not  afraid  that  among  thofe  friends  he  would  be 
difgraced  by  the  part  which  he  took  in  this  debate. 

Mr.  Ogle  faid,  that  the  fentiments  which  had  been  ut- 
tered by  the  hon.  gentleman  on  the  floor  (Mr.  G.  Ponfon- 
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by ) were  fuch  as  did  not  deferve  either  refpecf  or  attention 
from  that  affembly.  Two  of  the  propofitions  which  he  had 
promifed  to  urge  to  the  Houfe  at  a future  day,  tended  im- 
mediately to  divide,  and  confequently  to  ruin  the  empire. 
The  firft  of  thefe  propofitions  was  a Parliamentary  Reform . 
Now,  when  in  the  prcfent  circumftances  of  this  country, 
any  man  talks  of  a Parliamentary  Reform,  he  talks  of  a 
Republic ; for  it  required  little  fagacity  to  forefee  that  the 
fteps  which  muft  be  taken  to  effect  the  one,  would  direClly 
go  to  introduce  the  other.  The  fecond  propofition  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  was,  what  in  the  cant  of  the  times 
was  called  Catholic  Emancipation ; and  of  this  the  immediate 
tendency  was,  to  divide  the  two  countries-  It  had  always 
been  his  opinion,  and  he  was  confident  he  would  never  fee 
any  reafon  to  change  that  opinion,  that  the  intereft,  if  not 
the  exiftence  of  both  countries,  depended  on  their  union, 
not  that  union  to  which  the  conduct  and  fpeeches  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  and  his  coadjutors  might,  perhaps,  drive 
us  *,  but  that  union,  which  at  prefent  fubfifts  between  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  as  independent  ftates.  When  that  con- 
nection is  didblved,  the  empire  is  annihilated  ; it  cannot  ex- 
ill,  if  the  countries  be  feparated.  The  hon.  gentleman  talks 
now  of  Parliamentary  Reform — he  might  properly  enough 
afk  him  why  he  did  not  talk  of  it  at  an  earlier  period  ? but 
he  might  with  ftill  more  propriety  afk  why,  if  Parliamen- 
tary Reform  was  neceffary  to  the  perfection  of  the  confti- 
tution,  it  was  not  demanded  by  the  friends  of  the  country 
at  that  time,  when  we  firft  got  the  confutation  ? — At  that 
time  Ireland  afked  from  Great  Britain  whatever  (he  conceiv- 
ed neceffary,  either  for  the  independence  of  her  legiflature, 
the  freedom  of  her  trade,  or  the  completion  of  her  confti- 
tution.  If  a reform  in  the  reprefentation  was  effcntial  to 
any  of  thefe,  that  was  the  time  to  have  demanded — that 
time  when  the  country  was  afked  over  and  over  again,  w he- 
ther fhe  wanted  any  thing  more,  and  it  fhould  be  ceded  ; 
and  when  over  and  again  it  was  anfwered,  that  having  now 
got  the  conffitution  of  England,  the  country  was  fatisfied. 
Is  what  is  called  Catholic  Emancipation , part  of  that  con  ft  i- 
tution  ? What  is  the  Britifh  conPiitution  ? It  is  a Proteftant 
Church — Proteftant  Judges — a Proteflant  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  Proteflant  Peers  under  a Proteftant  King.  But 
this  conftitution,  fays  the  hon.  gentleman,  is  imperfect  ; 
and  therefore  he  comes  to  offer  his  panacea  to  cure  all  its 
ckfeCts,  and  heal  all  its  difeafes — and  what  is  his  remedy  ? 
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A Republic  and  a feparation  from  Great  Britain  ! In  order  to 
prove  to  the  Houfe,  that  th&s  was  the  real  tendency  of  the 
hon  gentleman’s  propofition,  if  not  his  intention  in  urging 
them,  he  would  repeat  to  the  Houfe  fome  words  which  that 
hon.  gentlemen  had  uttered  in  a former  debate.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  then,  as  now,  been  recommending  his  fa- 
vourite meafures  to  the  Houfe — he  followed  Up  his  recom- 
mendation by  thefe  remarkable  words — i(  when  thefe  things 
are  obtained,  Ireland  (ball  no  longer  need  to  fear,  or  fuffer 
from  the  pride  or  infolence  of  any  country,  however  diftant 
or  however  near.”  Did  not  thefe  words  manifeflly  demon- 
Urate,  that  the  meafures  which  the  hon.  gentleman  was  re- 
commending, tended  to  feparate  ? "Were  they  capable  of 
any  other  meaning  ? For  his  own  part  he  was  convinced, 
and  therefore  iie  would  refill  with  all  his  powers  thofe  dan- 
gerous proportions.  He  had  not  now  fo  great  a (lake  in 
the  country  as  he  once  had — but  he  had  yet  his  life — -he  had 
too  what  he  had  always  valued  more  than  fortune  or  life — 
his  character  and  his  honour — thefe  he  would  flake  to  de- 
fend the  country  as  far  as  he  could,  and  the  conflitution 
sgainft  all  its  enemies,  under  whatever  difguife  they  might 
cover  their  attack — he  had  not  indeed  much  health  to  engage 
in  the  caufe,  but  no  man  had  greater  willingnefs.  As  to 
the  amendment,  (that  the  troops  fhould  be  confined  to  fer- 
vice  in  Ireland  exclufively)  it  tended  to  feparate  the  coun- 
tries, and  therefore  he  would  oppofe  it.  England  had  al- 
ways (hewn  herfelf  ready  to  afiifl  this  country — fhe  was  now 
willing,  as  appeared  from  what  had  been  faid  by  the  right 
honourable  Secretary.  It  was  faid,  that  fire  was  guilty  of 
negledling  our  fafety  on  a late  occafion — he  could  not  be- 
lieve it ; accidents  muft  occur,  which  no  human  forefight 
could  prevent  ; and  thefe  only  had  prevented  us  from  receiv- 
ing aid  from  England.  Her  interefl  would  always  induce 
her  to  defend  Ireland  with  as  much  care  as  herfelf ; and  it 
was  the  interefl  of  Ireland  to  cultivate  a connexion  with 
f uch  a friend.  The' two  countries  were  wedded  together  by 
God  and  nature — whom  God  had  joined,  let  no  man  put 
afunder.  He  was  for  the  original  motion,  (that  10,000  ad* 
ditional  men  be  raifed)  becaufe  he  believed  that  not  only 
io,coo,  but  2o,coo  were  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the 
country. 

Air. 
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Mr.  Alexander  {aid,  that  whatever  the  intentions  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Fonfo'nby)  mighc  be,  the  tendency  of 
his  conduct  was  to  kindle  difcord  and  difaffedlion.  In  the 
northern  counties,  language  like  that  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  corrupted  and  feduced  thoufands,  not  merely  into 
fpeculative  errors,  but,  to  dellroy  the  property  and  lives  of 
their  neighbours,  and  commit  crimes  ef  the  deepeil  die, 
which  they  fometimcs  expiated  on  the  gallows.  Thofe  who 
tempted  others  into  mifchief,  while  they  themfelves  remain- 
ed fafe,  were  doubly  guilty.  The  language  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman feemed  to  him  likely  to  produce  that  effe£l — and  if 
he  had  the  feelings  of  a gentleman,  he  would  not  life  it ; 
it  was  indeed  the  ftrongeft  language  traitors  could  ufe,  with- 
out endangering  their  neck  j he  hoped  therefore  he  would 
not  peril  It  in  it. 

( i 

Mr.  Ponsonby  made  a fpirited  reply.  The  tempefl  and 
hurricane  of  paffion  with  which  he  had  been  attacked  by  one 
hon.  gentleman  ('Toler)  could  produce  no  other  effect  than 
to  excite  laughter,  The  only  reply  he  (hould  make  to  that 
hon.  Member  was,  that  he  would  not  laugh  at  him.  Ano- 
ther hoti.  gentleman  (Ogle)  who  had  been  but  little  iefs  ve- 
hement, though  fomething  more  decorous  in  expre fling  his 
difapprobation,  he  would  treat  with  more  regard.  The  opi- 
nions of  that  hon.  Member  he  was  convinced  were  lincere, 
though  they  were  miftaken — he  wiftied  they  might  not  be 
fatal  opinions — but  whatever  might  be  the  propriety  of  the 
opinions,  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  uttered,  thofe 
which  he  had  offered  to  the  Houfe,  however  difagreeable 
they  might  be,  were  opinions,  of  the  truth  of  which  he  was 
mpft  firmly  convinced  *,  and  it  would  therefore  have  been 
bafs  and  cowardly  in  him  to  defert.  them— -he  would  never 
defert  them — for  avowing  thofe  opinions  he  had  not  indeed 
been  exprefsly  called  a traitor,  but  it  had  been  broadly  in- 
finuaced.  In  reply  to  this  charge  he  would  only  fay,  that 
he  wifiied  when  the  hour  of  danger  was  come,  the  hon. 
gentlemen  who  had  made  the  charge,  fhould  be  found  as 
ready  as  he  was  to  exert  themfelves  in  the  defence  of  the 
country.  It  was,  he  found,  the  fafhion  of  the  times  to 
charge  treafon  on  every  man  who  differed  from  the  minif- 
ter  on  the  fubjc£t  of  the  war — he  had  that  day  been  read- 
ing a pamphlet,  in  which  Mr.  Fox  had  been  called  a trai- 
tor, for  advifing  a peace  : but  the  deplorable  fituation  to 
which  the  country  had  been  reduced,  was  the  belt  vindica- 
tion 


[ 236  ] 

lion  of  the  wifdom  of  his  advice,  and  the  molt  convincing 
proof  of  the  folly  of  his  accufer.  It  was  not  now  the  time 
to  debate  the  necellity  or  the  wifdom  of  a parliamentary  re- 
form, or  of  reftoring  the  catholics  to  the  benefits  of  the 
conhitution  : therefore  he  would  not  now  enter  into  a j unifi- 
cation of  his  opinion  on  thole  fubjedls  ; he  {hould  content 
himfelf  by  faying,  that  as  thofe  opinions  wrere  not  lightly  taken 
up,  it  was'not  likely  he  (hould  eafily  be  induced  to  change 
them.  The  time  would  come,  when  he  would  lay  before 
the  Houre  fuch  reafons  in  fupport  of  them,  as  he  was  firm- 
ly perfuaded  would  induce  Mem  to  think  as  he  did  on  thofe 
points. 

Mr.  Grattan  obfervedi  that  as  to  the  three  fubjefls,  he 
entirely  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend — Equality  of  Trade,  but 
{till  more  the  compleat  and  abfolute  Emancipation  of  the 
Catholics — and  a Reform  of  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment : — that  he  wasfatisfied  of  their  importance  to  the  li- 
berty and  fafety  of  the  country  ; and  he  added,  that  if  fuch 
fubjedls  were  held  in  this  Houle  to  be  treafonable,  it  was  ail 
argument  decifive  to  prove  the  neceffity  of  a fpeedy  and  com- 
plete reform.  He  added,  that  he  agreed  with  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet to  augment  the  yeomen  corps  50,000  infantry  in  ad- 
dition ; and  that  he  was,  for  that  reafon,  againft  the  ad- 
journment. 

When  the  refolution  and  the  amendment  had  been  for 
fome  hours  debated,  and  the  Eloufe  feemed  inclined  to  adopt 
the  original  refolution,  and  rejecl  the  amendment.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  called  the  attention  of  the 
Iioufe  to  the  circumftance,  that  by  merely  voting  thefe  men, 
they  only  voted  a piece  of  paper,  unlefs  they  fuggefted  a 
fund  from  which  the  expence  of  railing  and  fupporting 
them  might  be-  drawn.  Pie  therefore  fubmitted,  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  to  defer  the  further  ■ confideration  of 
the  motion  until  gentlemen  had  thought  of  means  to  fup- 
ply  the  money  which  would  be  wanted. 

s. 

Sir  J.  Blaquiere  for  fome  time  declared  himfelf  deter- 
mined to  perfevere  in  the  motion,  notwithftandirig  the  ap- 
parent inclination  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  qaft  cold  wa- 
ter on  it  j but  Mr.  Pelham  having  fhortly  after  made  the 
fame  remark,  that  the  Chancellor  of  theExchequer  had  done, 
Jie  declared,  that  as  it  appeared  to  him.  the  decided  fenfe 
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of  the  Houfe  that  extraordinary  means  fhould  be  devifed 
to  raife  a hill  greater  force  than  that  propofed  Jaft  night, 
he  Ihould  confider  it  his  duty  to  make  every  exertion  to 
ft rike  out  a fund  for  the  expence  of  raifing  this  force,  and 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  be  fatisfied  with  a pro- 
mife  that  he  would  confult  with  the  military  gentlemen  on 
the  bed  mode  of  raifing  thofe  troops  as  fpeedily  as  poffible. 

Sir  John  appeared  perfectly  fatisfied,  and  it  was  gene- 
rally underftood  that  he  withdrew  his  motion. 

Sir  L.  Parsons  now  obferved,  that  it  was  apparent  this 
force,  which  the  right  bon.  Secretary  now  promiled  to  con- 
fult about  the  mode  of  raifing,  and  which  could  not  be 
raifed  without  an  a£t  of  Parliament,  was  not  one  to  which 
the  country  could  look  for  immediate  abidance,  he  thought 
it  incumbent  on  him  not  to  let  the  day  pafs  without  doing 
fomething  for  the  country.  He  faw  no  means  now  remain- 
ing to  provide  a fpeedy  and  adequate  protection  for  the 
country  but  the  yeomen.  After  a fpeech  therefore,  in  which 
he  urged  the  benefits  that  would  refult  from  embodying  a 
confiderable  number  of  thefe,  and  dwelt  on  the  danger  of 
delay,  the  force  of  the  enemy,  & c. — he  declared  himfelf 
ready,  if  gentlemen  thought  it  a proper  meafure,  to  move 
that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  fhould  be  addrefi'ed  to  defire  his 
Excellency  to  embody  50,000  yeomen,  in  addition  to  thofe 
already  embodied. 

Sir  \V.  G.  Newcomen  declared  he  thought  nothing  elfe 
than  this  meafure  would  revive  and  fecure  public  credit. 


Several  gentlemen  called  on  Sir  Laurence  “ to  move,” 
and  there  was  no  opposition  from  the  treafury  bench.— -He 
therefore  moved,  “ That  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Excellency,  to  defire  he  would  be  pleafed  to  take  fuch  fleps 
as  he  might  think  necefiary,  to  add  50,000  men  to  the  yeo- 
manry corps  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  provide  for  their  ne- 
cefiary clothing,  arms,  fufficient  camp  equipage,  & c.  ; and 
that  Parliament  would  make  good  the  expence.” 


Mr.  M.  Bereseord  faid,  that  this  being  a meafure  of 
much  importance,  and  the  Houfe  being  in  fome  meafure  taken 
by  iurprile  at  this  late  hour  (pafi:  two)  he  would  move  that  the 
chairman  report  progrefs,  in  order  to  give  time  to  confider 
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the  tendency  and  confequence  of  the  meafure,  before  the 
country  fhould  pledge  themfelves  to  it. — In  fpeaking  on  this 
queftion  a fecoild  time,  he  explained  himfelf  more  at  large, 
and  called  the  meafure  of  arming  the  yeomanry  to  fiich  ex- 
tent as  50,000,  a meafure  of  the  moft  mifchievous  kind,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  expence,  which  would  not  be  lefs  than  a 
million  of  money,  and  that  he  would  at  all  times  oppofe  it. 
The  militia  a£l  would  expire  in  the  couvfe  of  the  fummer; 
and  the  railing  fuch  a quantity  of  yeomanry  would  totally 
prevent  the  militia  augmentation.  Thofe  who  became  yeo- 
men, would  be  exempt  from  the  militia  ballot ; and  perfons 
might  even  join  the  yeomanry  corps  for  a fhort  time  to  efcape 
the  chance  of  becoming  militia-men. 

Lofd  Castlereagh  fupportcd  the  adjournment— obferv- 
ed  that  the  zeal  of  gentlemen  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
had  made  them  outrun  their  reafon,  and  a£t  without  regard 
to  what  was  <lone  for  the  country  or  its  means  of  doing 
more.  He  faid  the  kingdom  was  Itronger  in  yeomen  than 
it  was  at  time  of  the  invafion,  that  more  yeomen  would  have 
been  embodied  but  for  want  of  arms,  that  the  force  of  the 
country  would  be  proportioned  to  her  means,  and  that  to 
arm  the  yeomanry  to  the  extent  required,  would  be  for  many 
reafons  dangerous,  and  that  among  many  other  mifchiefs 
which  would  attend  arming  50,000,  one  was  that  it  would 
impede  the  fervice  of  the  country  in  the  other  military  de- 
partments. 

Sir  Laurence,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen,  complaining 
of  this  oppofition  of  government,  to  every  mode  of  provid- 
ing a defence  for  the  country, 

Mr.  Pelham  difclaimed  any  fufpicion  on  the  part  of 
government  again  it  arming  the  people  by  the  yeomanry  aft  ; 
but  he  at  the  fame  time  wiilied  the  Hon.  Baronet  to  coufider 
the  nature  of  their  fervices  and  their  expence.  On  the  late 
attempt  of  invafion,  many  corps  fhewed  their  alacrity  and 
fpirit  in  offering  their  fervices  in  cafe  a landing  was  effe£ted 
by  the  enemy.  But  when  government  applied  to  them  to 
know  whether  they  would  march  from  their  own  neighbour- 
hood, fome  of  them  fug  gelled,  and  properly  fuggefted,  the 
danger  of  It  aving  their  own  di(lri£ls  expofed  to  local  tumult. 
Government,  by  experience,  found  that  30,000  yeomanry 

were 
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were  atttended  with  an  expence  of  500,000!.  therefore 
150,000  would  Hand  the  country  in  nearly  a million,  lie 
was  not  againft  augmenting  the  yeomanry  to  any  confidera- 
ble  amount ; but  gentlemen  ought  to  confider  that  means 
proportionate  to  the  levies  ought  to  be  afcertained,  and  point- 
ed out  to  the  committee. 

+ 

Mr.  M.  Beresford  propofed  withdrawing  his  motion 
for  adjournment,  in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  for  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Baronet’s  motion  being  put,  inltead  of  that  of  Sir  L. 
Parfons. 

Sir  John  Blaquiere’s  original  motion,  on  the  fuggefiion  of 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Mr.  Pelham,  was  modified  in  the  fimpleform, 
that  ten  thoufand  men  be  raifed  for  the  public  fervice,  it 
being  underflood  that  the  bounties  to  be  given,  and  the 
mode  of  railing  the  men  be  entirely  at  the  difcretion  of  go- 
vernment, and  that  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the 
country  would  be  exertive  in  their  refpeofive  counties  in 
endeavouring,  by  their  influence,  to  facilitate  the  railing  of 
thofe  men. 

The  gentlemen  who  were  friends  to  the  augmentation  of 
yeomanry  not  being  adverfeto  the  augmentation  propofed  by 
Sir  John,  as  adding  a collateral  defence  to  the  country-— 
Sir  John’s  refolution  was  carried.  It  being  underllood, 
however,  that  Sir  Laurence  fhould  bring  forward  his  motion 
again.' 


Tuesday,  February  24,  1797. 


Mr.  Ponsonby,  in  deference  to  the  motion  of  Sir  L.  Par- 
fons, and  the  bufinefs  of  ways  and  means,  poflponed  his 
promiled  motion  till  Monday. 

In  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

P p 2 The 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  propofedthe  ordinary 
taxes  of  laft  year. — When  he  came  to  the  new  duties  of 
poftage  of  letters, 

Mr.  Tighe  fuggefted,  whether  in  the  prefent  urgent 
demand  for  money,  and  when  it  was  found  neceflary  to* 
impofe  taxes,  falling  on  the  very  lowed  claffes  of  the  com- 
munity, as  th^t  on  fait,  it  would  not  be  right  to  abolifh  al- 
together the  abfurd  fyftem  of  franking,  and  fubftituting  the 
produce  for  fome  of  the  mod  oppreffive  of  the  new  duties. 

This  fuggedion  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Holmes,  and  op- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  as  being  an  eftabliffied  privilege  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  applauded  the  prin- 
ciple which  had  fuggeded  the  abolition  *,  and  faid,  that  tho’ 
it  did  not  become  him  as  an  official  man  to  propofe  the 
fufpenfion*  of  a privilege  of  fuch  a body  as  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  •,  yet  if  the  patrictifm  of  gentlemen  would  induce 
them  to  give  it  up,  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  accept  the 
revenue  which  might  refult  from  it.  As  it  was  not,  how- 
ever, certain  what  might  be  its  produce,  he  could  not  give 
up  in  its  place  any  of  the  propofed  taxes. 

On  propofing  the  fait  duty,  Mr.  Grattan  faid,  he  thought 
it  poffihle  to  find  a fydem  of  taxation  not  fo  oppreffive  to 
the  poorer  clafles,  and  as  efficient  as  that  propofed.  Of  thefe 
lefs  oppreffive  taxes,  he  mentioned  as  one  the  abfentee  tax, 
which  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Vandeleur)  was  to  bring  for- 
ward to-morrow  night.  But  befides  this  tax,  which  poffefs- 
ed  fo  many  advantages,  of  benefiting  the  country,  while  it 
raifed  a revenue  for  its  fervice,  there  was  another  clafs  which 
would  be  not  lefs  beneficial  and  efficient — a duty  on  old 
and  new  drapery  imported,  and  on  malt  liquors.  The  pro- 
duce of  the  duties  he  calculated  at  150,0001.  which,  with 
the  abfentee  tax,  equal  to  150,000  !.  more,  would  make  a 
fum  of  300,000  1.  a fum  greater  than  was  wanted  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year.  When  he  mentioned  laying  on  thefe 
duties  on  the  importation,  he  meant  certainly  to  eft  .blifh 
^principle,  by  which  the  nation,  who  admitted  our  goods 
of  a fimilar  defcription  into  their  ports,  ffiould  be  exempt- 
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ed  from  any  duty  here.  Thus  if  Great  Britain  admitted 
our  drapery  and  malt  liquors,  (lie  fhould  be  exempted  from 
the  duty  on  importation  of  her  goods  into  Ireland. 

At  prefent  fhe  did  not  admit  thofe  defcriptions  of  goods 
from  Ireland  ; and  therefore  fhe  would  fall  within  the  fpi- 
rit  of  his  propofition.  If,  however,  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
would  inform  the  Houfe,  that  the  Britifh  miniffer  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  remove  the  exifting  reffriCtions  on  the  im- 
portation of  Irifh  drapery  and  malt  liquor  into  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  admit  them  on  the  fame  terms  as  her  drapery,  & c. 
are  now  admitted  into  this  country,  he  would  not  perfevere 
in  the  propofition  he  intended  to  make. 

Mr.  Tighe  was  willing  to  fupport  any  tax,  indead  of 
that  on  fait,  which  appeared  to  him  the  mod.  oppredive  and 
dangerous  tax  that  could  podibly  be  devifed.  This  tax,  he 
contended,  was  the  caufe,  or  one  of  the  caufes,  of  the  re- 
volution in  France,  accompanied  certainly  by  many  circum- 
ftances  of  tyranny  and  of  oppreflion,  which  could  not  at- 
tach to  it  in  this  country.  It  was  a bad  tax  ; becaufe  it  was 
one  which  would  remind  the  wretched  peafant  every  time 
he  fat  down  to  his  miferable  morfel,  that  he  was  taxed  for 
the  fupport  of  property,  in  which  he  had  but  a fmall  Hi  are., 
and  for  the  fupport  of  a conftitution,  which  afforded  him 
but  few  bleffings.  It  was  a bad  tax,  becaufe  it  would  in- 
duce the  ruin  of  the  only  valuable  trade  which  we  pcffcffed, 
the  provifion  trade.  He  was  aftoniffred  that  in  Ireland, 
where  the  rich  are  fo  little  taxed,  the  financier  ffiould  re- 
fort to  the  wretched  pittance  of  the  poor,  who,  perhaps, 
had  only  fait  and  water  to  give  a relifh  to  their  potatoes, 
from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other.  This  tax  was  ano- 
ther inftance  of  the  diflike  which  the  minifter  of  the  coun- 
try had  to  direct  taxes,  and  their  fondnefs  for  thofe  which 
were  difguifed.  The  firff  kind  of  taxes  minifters  did 
not  love  (tho’  they  would  be  by  far  the  molt  productive)  be- 
cauie  they  would  create  no  patronage — the  other  kind  they 
did  like,  becaufe  they  were  colle&ed  at  17  per  cent,  inftead 
of  five,  and  therefore  gave  an  extenfive  patronage. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  contended,  that  the 
tax  on  fait  was  as  light  a tax  as  could  poffibly  be  reforted  to, 
and  be  at  the  fame  time  productive.  He  was  not,  however, 

wedded 
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wedded  to  this  or  any  other  tax  ; if  gentlemen  fuggefted  ano- 
ther tax,  likely  to  lean  lefs  hard  on  the  poor,  and  prove 
that  it  would  be  equally  productive,  he  would  adopt  it.  It 
was  not,  however,  a time  for  introducing  a war  of  duties  ; 
and  particularly  when  Great  Britain  was  railing  money  for 
this  country  on  her  own  credit. 


Mr.  Grattan  (hewed,  that  by  the  duties  he  prcpofed, 
more  than  the  fum  wanted  might  be  produced.  Of  old 
drapery  there  was  imported  lad  year  1,112,159  yards.  On 
this  quantity  a duty  of  2d.  per  yard  would  give  iii,cool. 
H ere  was  a duty  which  produced  more  than  the  fait  tax 
was  calculated  at,  and  which  fell  entirely  on  the  rich  ; and 
therefore  was  in  every  point  of  view  a better  tax.  It  was  ob- 
fervable  that  the  quantity  of  old  drapery  imported,  had 
increafed  annually  feveral  years,  and  therefore  there  was 
little  likelihood  that  the  tax  would  produce  lefs  than  the  fum 
calculated  on  the  import  of  laft  year. 

• "With  refpeCt  to  the  new  drapery,  he  propofed  a duty  of 
4d.  per  yard,  of  which  539,^38  yards  was  the  quantity  im- 
ported la  if  year.  This,  with  a duty  of  10  per  cent,  addi- 
tional on  the  value  of  cotton  goods  imported — 

A duty  of  3s.  per  barrel  additional  on  malt  liquor  im- 
ported, and 

A tax  of  4s.  in  the  pound  on  abfentee  property,  would, 
in  the  whole,  amount  to  a total  of  350,000  1.  Thefe  were 
taxes  more  efficient  than  tjre  miniffer  wanted  ; and  thefe 
were  taxes  which  leaned  only  on  the  rich,  and  which  went 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  ferved  the  hate,  to  protect  the 
manufactures.  It  was  true,  protecting  duties  of  this  kind 
had  the  appearance  of  a hoftile  meafure;  but  the  neceffity 
of  the  country  would  excufe  the  financier  of  this  country 
for  impeding  them,  and  at  the  fame  time  furniffi  an  excule 
to  the  Britilh  minifier  to  the  manufacturing  intereft  of  Eng- 
land, for  propofing  a more  equitable,  arrangement  of  com- 
mercial matter  between  the  two  countries. 

if  tire,  right  non.  Baronet  rejected  thefe  duties  and  per- 
fevered  in  the  oppreffive  duties  he  had  moved,  he  would  be 
guilty  of  a dereliction  of  the  interests  of  tire  country.  That 
the  adoption  of  this  meafure  would  roule  the  jeaioufy  of 
England,  he  did  not  fear;  that  argument  had  been  ufed 
with  more  reafons,  when  the  country  claimed  a fiee  trade — 

but 
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but  no  fuch  efFc£l  followed  ; atprefent  it  would  rather  tend 
to  introduce  a lyftem  of  pacification,  than  a war  of  duties  *, 
ami  with  refpedt  to  the  alledged  obligation,  which  it  was 
faid  Great  Britain  was  now  conferring  on  Ireland,  by  bor- 
rowing money  for  her  fervice,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  fo 
great  an  obligation — Ireland  was  refponlible  tor  the  payment 
of  the  money,  and  Ireland  paid  the  filtered:  of  it  \ all  that 
Great  Britain  did  was  merely  to  lend  her  name. 

Mr.  Tighe  faid,  that  if  the  bounties  were  fufpended,  or, 
if  not  the  whole,  at  lealt  half  of  them,  a fund  might  be 
raifed  which  would  enable  the  miniffer  to  difpenfe  with  this 
mo  oppreffive  duty  on  fait ; befides  this,  there  were  other 
refources  to  which  he  fhould  have  retorted,  before  he  lean* 
ed  on  the  poor  ; for  inftance,  a duty  on  plate,  on  horfes, 
.and  hounds. 

Mr.  Maxwell  obferved,  that  an  abfentee  tax,  however 
reafonabie  in  itfelf,  would  not  be  an  immediate  produ&ive 
tax  ; becaufe  no  money  could  be  raifed  by  it,  tilt  after  the 
expiration  of  fix  months. 

\ \ p ■ r- 

Captain  Sandforp  propofed  as  a tax,  eligible  in  every 
point  of  view,  being  certainly  productive,  immediate,  and 
falling  upon  the  rich  only,  a tax  on  places  and  pennons. 
He  had  been  confulting  feveral  gentlemen  on  the  propriety 
of  this  tax  •,  and  had  not  only  found  the  general  lentiment 
in  favour  of  it,  but  had  been  told  by  feveral  gentlemen,  who 
enjoyed  places  and  pen  lions,  that  they  would  fubmit  with 
plea  lure  to  any  tax  which  might  be  thought  necefiary.  He 
would  fuggeft  a duty  of  2S.  6d.  per  pound  on  all  falaries 
over  2ool.  per  annum,  and  5s.  on  all  finecures,  and  a land 
tax. 

The  hon.  H.  Butler  declared  his  complete  aflent  to  a 
duty  of  this  kind  ; and  that  he  would  be  the  firit  man  to  fe- 
cond  it  when  propofed. 

Mr.  Wolfe  was  a friend  to  the  orginal  duty  propofed 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  \ that  on  fait,  as  being 
one  which  had  all  the  efientials  of  a good  tax,  falling  equal- 
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ly  on  the  whole  body  of  the  people  ; leaning  heavily  on  none, 
and  being  certainly  productive.  As  for  a land  tax,  he  would 
oppofe  it  in  every  lhape.  He  contended,  the  fait  duty  could 
not  hurt  the  provifion  trade  ; becaufe  the  amount  of  it  on  a 
given  quantity  of  cured  beef,  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
33s.  per  cent.  It  was  another  circumftance  in  its  favour, 
that  Ireland  was  the  only  country  in  Europe  where  it  was 
not  paid. 

Dr.  Browne  reprobated  that  felhffi  fpirit  which  would 
lay  an  additional  and  vexatious  burthen  on  the  pooreft  order 
of  men  in  the  community,  without  leaning  proportionally 
on  the  wealthy.  If  gentlemen  would  have  the  country  de- 
fended, let  them  come  forward  and  nobly  contribute  to  its 
defence,  iaftead  of  throwing  the  burthen  on  thofe  who  were 
lead  able  to  bear  it.  Several  gentlemen  had  talked  of  con- 
tributing, but  who  is  to  begin  ? He  would,  if  none  elfe 
would,  do  it ; he  was  willing  to  advance  20c  guineas  to- 
morrow for  the  fervice  and  defence  of  the  country  *,  let 
other  gentlemen  do  the  like,  and  there  would  be  in  that 
Houfe  alone  60,000  guineas,  as  a fubftitute  for  a fait  tax. 

Mr.TiGHE  warmly  difapproved  the  idea  of  a perfonal  con- 
tribution : it  was  a meafure  in  which,  whatever  might  be  the 
zeal  of  gentlemen,  all  might  not  be  equally  able  to  fhare. 
For  his  own  part,  he  had  property  in  land,  and  not  fo  much 
in  money  *,  let  his  land  be  taxed  to  any  amount,  he  would 
cheerfully  pay  that  tax  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Sankey  heartily  agreed  to  the  propofal  of  contribu- 
tion ; he  was  alfo  willing  to  contribute  2co  guineas  for  the 
common  defence  *,  and  cheerfully  fubrnit  to  have  his  land, 
little  as  it  was,  taxed  alfo.  There  was  money  enough  in 
the  country,  he  faid  ; and  it  was  difgraceful  to  fend  to  Eng- 
land to  borrow  money.  Let  gentlemen  come  forward  and 
advance  money  ; taking  debentures  at  4 per  cent,  for  two 
years — this  would  give  the  moft  deciiive  and  fpeedy  relief. 

Mr.  Ogle  was  ready,  out  of  the  office  which  he  held, 
to  contribute  whatever  the  lioufe  ffiould  think  neceffiary. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  expreffied  his  warm 
approbation  of  the  fpirit  with  which  gentlemen  had  come 

forward 
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forward  with  perfonal  contributions  ; nothing  prevented  the 
acceptance  of  them,  but  a fear  that  the  aggregate  oi  thefe 
contributions  would  not  amount  to  fueh  a Sum  as  m ght  be 
wanted.  If  i'uch  a fum  could  be  raifed  on  debentures  for 
two  years,  it  would  render  very  effectual  l'ervice  •,  without, 
at  the  fame  time,  doing  any  material  injury  to  the  lenders  j 
having  this  fecurity  in  their  bands. 

After  forme  further  conversation  of  this  kind,  Mr.  Grat- 
tan moved  his  additional  duty  on  malt  liquor  imported. 

Sir  H.  Langrishe  entered  into  fome  reafonings  to  {hew 
the  impropriety  of  beginning  a war  of  duties  with  Great  Bri- 
tain *,  when,  tho’  in  fome  lew  inftances,  our  manufactures 
are  not  admitted  into  Great  Britain  on  the  fame  terms  as 
lier’s  are  here-,  yet  on  the  whole  of  the  trade  with  Great 

Britain,  it  is  infinitely  favourable  to  us. 

I 

Mr.  Grattan  replied,  and  (hewed,  that  while  Great 
Britain  receives,  from  her  connection  with  this  country, 
above  three  millions,  we  don’t  by  her  receive  more  than 
one. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  Mr.  Grattan’s  motion,  it  was 
negatived  without  a divifion. 

The  duties  on  fugars  and  wines,  fuch  as  were  mentioned 
on  Monday,  were  gone  through  ; as  were  the  poll-office 
and  (lamp  duties. 

INTERNAL  DEFENCE. 

Sir  L.  Parsons  ob Served,  that  there  were  two  great  po- 
litical vices  which  warped  the  aClions  of  public  men  — am- 
bition of  power,  and  avarice  of  wealth  •, — whoever  was  ac- 
tuated by  either  of  thefe,  was  unworthy  to  advife  a Senate 
or  a nation.  If  during  fifteen  years  which  he  had  fat  in 
Parliament,  the  Houfe  had  uniformly  obferved,  that  thefe 
motives  had  no  influence  on  his  conduCl,  lie  thought  he 
was  intitled  to  fome  credit,  if  not  for  the  wifdom  of  what 
he  Should  fugged,  at  lead  for  the  integrity  of  his  intention. 
In  the  prefent  indance  he  mod  Solemnly  disclaimed  any 
motive,  but  an  earned  wifh  to  preferve  this  ifland  from  one 
of  the  mod  aClive,  vigilant,  and  ferocious  enemies,  which 
had  ever  attacked  any  country  ; — he  was  equally  anxious  to 
have  it  believed,  that  in  what  he  fhould  tins  evening  offer, 

he 
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lie  did  not  act  from  any  wilh  to  oppofe  adrniniltration,  or 
to  bring  into  difrepute  the  meafures  of  government.  In 
the  ohfervations  which  he  Ihoulcl  make,  he  i tended  to  pre- 
fcrve  the  fame  line  which  he  had  followed  on  former  occa- 
fions ; he  vvouhl  fay  nothing  to  criminate,  nor  would  he 
let  any  thing  efcape  him,  which  might  tend  to  expole  the 
infirmity  of  the  country,  if  infirmity  there  was. 

lie  could  not,  however,  help  faying,  that  he  had  been 
deeply  difappointed  indeed,  at  finding  the  minifter  return, 
without  bringing  with  him  any  offer  of  effective  affiftance 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  ; or  any  other  plan  of  efficient 
defence  for  this  country.  Every  man  in  the  kingdom,  as 
well  as  he,  mull  know  that  we  have  no  common  foe  to  deal 
v it h ; that  we  have  a foe,  who,  in  no  one  inllance  have 
failed  in  what  they  have  once  attempted.  Unlefs,  there- 
fore, the  moft  powerful  means  of  defence  be  adopted,  there 
was  reaion  to  fear  every  thing — unlefs  the  Houfe  would 
fpeedily,  inftantly  take  fuch  meafures,  as  would  put  the 
country  into  an  invulnerable  (late  of  ftrength,  there  was 
no  reaion  to  hope  we  (liould  be  able  to  rcfift  or  bafHe  the 
enemy.  Y/hen  they  appeared  on  cur  coafls  fome  weeks 
fince,  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  we  were  not  in  that 
flute  of  defence,  which  might  have  been  expected  ; but  at 
that  time  it  might  have  b~en  pleaded  in  excufe,  that  no  fe- 
lloes apprehend  on  of  an  inyadpn  bad  been  entertained — we 
were  taken  by  furprize.  He  need  n<5t  now  repeat  that  they 
meditate  another  attack  and  that  the  preparations  which 
they  have  made,  are  much  more  formidable  than  before. 
How  much  force  i we  we  raifcd  ? what  exertions  have  we 
made  in  the  interval  i5  If  they  were  to  come  with  only 
10,000  men  more  than  they  had  at  Cnriftmas  laft,  have  we 
10,000  men  more  to  meet  them  ? — No  \ the  fpecies  of  de- 
fence on  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  teaches  us  to  de- 
pend,  is  on  an  army  which  he  fays,  vve  fhall  have  from 
England,  when  t he  danger  arrives.  It  is  not  fo,  that  Eng- 
land takes  care  of  her  own  fafety  ; fbe  dees  not  neglebf  to 
arm  for  her  defence,  becaufe  there  are  troops  in  Ireland, 
which  would  be  fent  to  afhft  her.  He  would  not  fpeak  fo 
havfh  of  the  Englith  minifter,  ns  to  fuppofe  that  he  would 
rather  have  this  country  in  a fate  of  imbecility,  than  a flate 
of  flrcngrh  ; but  he  would  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  the  En- 
gliih  mi.  iter  was  more  anxious  about  the  fafety  of  Great 
Britain,  than  the.  fafety  of  Ireland.  That  minifter  knows 

too 
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too  well  the  dreadful  calamities  which  fall  on  that  country, 
which  is  made  the  theatre  of  war,  not  to  be  careful  that 
any  country,  rather  than  his  own,  fliall  fuller  from  that 
fcourge.  He  knows  too  well  the  evils  which  would  over- 
whelm him  and  the  country,  from  the  fall  of  his  paper  cre- 
dit, if  an  enemy  fhould  effect'  a landing  in  Great  Britain, 
But  if  it  be  plain,  the  minifter  would  cxpofe  this  country, 
rather  than  his  own,  to  the  horrors  of  war,  there  are  rea- 
fons  equally  ftrong  to  prov£  that  we  liiould  depend,  not  up- 
on government,  but  ourfelvcs,  for  putting  it  into  a (late  of 
fafety.  We  are  weaker  than  Great  Britain  ; and  for  that 
reafon  alone,  France  would  prefer  an  attack  on  us,  rather 
than  Great  Britain.  Why  are  not  the  French  here  now  d 
Not,  certainly  from  what  they  have  fufFered  from  the  (lormj 
every  one  knows  that  the  damage  they  had  fufFered  from  the 
florin,  could  have  been  eafjly  repaired.  No  ; it  is  beeaufe 
France  is  determined  to  come  again  It  us  in  the  higheft  flare 
of  preparation.  Suppofe  then  her  preparations  completed, 
and  that  her  fleet  is  once  again  in  Bantry — what  is  the  con- 
fequence  ? As  we  are  an  ifland,  it  is  neceffary,  being  liable 
to  attack  from  all  quarters,  that  our  forces  fhould  be  dif- 
perfed.  When,  therefore,  the  enemy  arrives,  there  is  on- 
ly a part  of  our  force  that  can  immediately  be  brought  to 
meet  them.  What  is  the  confequence  ? That  if  our  mi- 
litary flrength  be  not  very  great  indeed,  we  muff  at  fir  ft  re- 
cede from  the  enemy.  Suppofe  then  the  enemy  at  Bantry, 
and  that  we  were  obliged  to  retire,  till  Cork  fell  into  their 
their  hands  ; he  did  not  wifh  to  look  at  the  confequences 
of  an  event  fo  fatal.  But  fuppofe  on  the  other  hand,  we 
rifqued  a battle,  before  we  could  collect  our  forces  ? if  de- 
feated in  that  battle,  Cork  muft  fail;  and  the  enemy  would 
get  pufFcflion  of  the  only  fortified  harbour  in  the  ifland,  to 
protect  their  navy,  and  to  receive,  from  time  to  time,  rein- 
forcements from  France  ; we  might  then  wait  until  we  get 
fupplies  from  England  ; but,  in  the  mean  time,  France 
would  alfo  fend  fupplies  to  her  army,  and  thus  this  unfor- 
tunate ifland  w’ould  become  the  theatre  of  war,  on  which 
thefe  two  mighty  nations  would  contend  for  empire  ! De- 
pend not  then  on  receiving  fupplies  from  England — if  you 
are  not  able  to  oppofe  the  enemy  before  they  reach  Cork, 
you  are  undone  ! But  how  can  you  thus  oppoi  them,  if  you 
have  not  a force  within  the  count  y adequate  ? England 
would  fond  us  troops,  if  we  were  attacked — but  France 

would 
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would  fend  in  troops  alfo — and  which  country,  he  afked, 
had  moll  troops  to  (pare,  or  would  be  firft  exhaulled  ? If, 
therefore,  we  have  not  a force  within  this  kingdom,  fit  to 
meet  fuch  force  as  France  may  fend  again!!  it,  Cork  is 
gone  and  when  Cork  is  gone,  Ireland  is  gone.  Our  lands 
will  be  laid  walte — our  towns  burned  or  deftroyed — and  our 
people  maflacred,  while  thefe  two  potent  nations  are  con- 
tending here  for  dominion.  They  will  make  your  illand  a 
field  of  blood — a charnel  houfe,  the  Golgotha  of  Europe — 
and  ail  this,  becaufe  we  have  not  virtue  and  fpirit  to  arm 
fufficiently  our  own  people,  and  keep  out  the  enemy. 

To  rely,  therefore,  on  the  aid  of  Great  Britain,  was  to 
abandon  the  country,  and  make  Ireland  the  Flanders  of  Eu- 
rope. He,  therefore,  had  highly  approved  of  the  propofal 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  who  had  lad  night  moved  an  ad- 
dition of  10,000  men  to  our  regular  force.  It  was  a force 
which  might  contribute  to  flay  the  progrefs  of  an  enemy, 
until  our  force  (hould  be  collected  ; for  all  the  means  in  our 
power  {hould  be  reforted  to.  It  would  be  faid,  that  the 
fleet  of  England  would  prevent  the  fending  of  fuccours  from 
France.  But  the  paflage  from  Bred  was  lo  fhort,  and  the 
circumdances  which  favoured  a tranfmiffion  of  troops  from 
thence  fo  many,  that  this  hope  might  be  fallacious.  Look 
at  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh  fleets  during  the  war.  When 
did  a fleet  of  France  want  to  go  out  or  into  Bred,  that  it 
did  not  eflfcCt  it  ? But  there  was  a cireumdance  of  dill 
more  weight  that  deferved  to  be  attended  to.  When  the 
fleet  of  France,  in  June  1794,  fought  the  fleet  of  England, 
it  was  beat  : yet  fo  Shattered  was  the  Englifh  fleet  after  the 
victory,  that  it  was  compelled  to  put  into  port,  and  the 
fleet  of  France  remained  literally  miflrefs  of  the  fea.  At 
that  time  the  fleet  of  France  fought  alone ; fhe  has  now  the 
fleet  of  Spain  to  affift  her,  and  fhe  has  fome  fhips  from  Hol- 
land. Fie  hoped,  that  if  the  fleet  of  England  fhoidd  ever 
engage  this  combined  enemy,  it  would,  as  before,  be  viCto- 
rious.  But  do  you  forget,  that  in  the  lad  war,  when  the 
fame  powers  were  againd  us,  the  fleet  of  England  fled  be- 
fore the  fleet  of  the  allies,  and  left  our  fbores  expofed  to 
them  ? What  faved  us  then  ? Our  being  then  an  armed 
people.  If  would  therefore  be  madnefs  to  depend  on  the 
fleet  of  England.  This  country  fhould  call  forth  its  own 
powers,  and  depend  on  itfelf.  He  would  be  a friend  to 
every  practicable  fell  erne  which  could  be  devifed,  for  add- 
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ing  to  our  ftrength.  When  lad  night  he  fuggefted  an  increafe 
of  the  yeomanry  corps,  he  meant  it  only  as  an  auxiliary 
meafure — yet  he  thought  it  was  a meafure  of  very  great 
importance. 

It  deferved  to  be  remembered,  that  every  country  which 
had  been  conquered  by  France,  during  this  war,  had,ai  one 
time  or  another,  endeavoured  to  raife  it’s  people  in  a mafs. 
They  had  not  fucceeded  in  the  attempt,  becaufe  they  re- 
forted  to  the  meafure  too  late.  The  Emperor,  when  he  found 
his  own  forces  unable  to  defend  Belgium,  called  on  its 
inhabitants  to  arm  to  defend  themfelves,  their  property, 
and  their  religion  ; but  he  called  on  them  too  late  — .he  ene- 
my over-run  them  *,  and  when  the  Belgians  faw  tne  troops 
of  the  Emperor  flying  before  the  enemy,  imftead  of  riling 
againft  that  enemy,  they  joined  it.  Thus  he  exhorted  alfo 
the  inhabitants  of  the  German  circles  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine  i but  with  as  little  fuccefs.  He  then  called  on  the 
people  of  the  Upper  Rhine  to  ar:  againft  ti  e ene«r«y  ; but 

was  again  difappointed.  The  attempt  to  raife  the  people  in 
all  thefe  inftances  had  failed ; not  becaufe  they  were  dif- 
affebled,  but  becaufe  the  Emperor,  depending  too  much  on 
his  troops,  had  negle<Ted  to  prepare  the  people  in  time, 
by  teaching  them  the  ufe  of  arms,  was  not  to  be  expect- 
ed, that  when  a victorious  army  is  beginning  their  attack, 
that  an  undifeiplined  army  can  be  brought  to  oppofe  them  ; 
they  fhould  be  organifed,  therefore,  as  foon  as  podiole,  and 
taught  the  ufe  of  arms.  Had  this  been  done  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Cork,  for  inftance.  there  would  have  be*,  n a 
force,  which,  if  not  alone  fit  to  oppofe  the  enemy,  would 
have  been  able  to  extend  the  flanks  of  the  army,  and  pre- 
vent them  from  being  turned,  until  the  troops  from  the  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom  could  have  been  colleUed.  Of  the 
yeomen  there  might  be  formed  an  army  capable  of  doing 
much  lervice  Tho’  their  difeipline  would  not  be  very  high, 
yet  it  might  be  fufliciently  fo,  to  qualify  them  for  oppofing 
the  enemy,  along  with  other  troops ; for  to  men  who  have 
courage,  and  arms  in  their  hands,  little  difeipline  is  nec'fla- 
ry  to  conquer. 

Another  advantage  would  refult  from  arming  the  people. 
If  the  people  be  with  our  forces,  the  country  is  fafe.  But 
if  we  could  bring  a confiderable  body  of  the  people  to  a£t 
with  the  army,  as  tbe  yeomanry  would  do,  the  relt  of  the 
people  would  certainly  not  be  induced  to  6ght  again  ft  4their 

countrymen. 
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countrymen,  whatever  inducements  the  enemy  might  hold 
out.  To  arm  the  people,  would  then  be  topre-occupy  them  % 
not  to  arm  them,  is  to  leave  them  vacant  for  the  enemy  to 
practice  upon.  He  conceived,  that  arming  them  would  be 
good  policy  in  another  point  oi  view  ; it  would  let  the  peo- 
ple fee,  that  the  Parliament  depended  on  them  ; that  no 
doubts  were  entertained  of  their  loyalty  or  their  zeal.  Cer- 
tain it  was,  if  the  Parliament,  or  the  government,  appear- 
ed to  doubt  that  zeal,  or  that  loyalty,  they  will  contribute 
to  render  them  cold  and  difloyal.  Pride  is  one  of  the  Pirong- 
eit  principles  of  adtion  in  the  human  mind  ; by  confiding  in 
the  people,  we  fee u re  this  principle  in  our  favour;  by  dif- 
trufling  them,  we  turn  it  againft  us.  Another  advantage 
it  ill  would  refult  from  this  meafure — the  pay  which  would 
be  given  to  the  yeomanry  army,  fuppofe  it  wras  only  for  two 
days  in  the  week,  would  go  to  that  part  of  the  people  whom 
we  wiih  to  attach,  and  it  would  contribute  to  attach  them. 
Befides,  the  great  body  of  the  common  people  would  be 
more  firongly  inclined  to  affilt  an  army  of  their  own  coun- 
trymen, than  they  would  an  army  of  Scots  or  Englifh. 

With  refpedt  to  expence,  the  yeomanry  would  be  the 
cheapdt  mode  of  defence  that  could  be  adopted — no  levy 
money  would  be  wanted  in  this  cafe  ; and  the  clothing,  at 
the  rate  of  two  guineas  a man,  would  be  but  100,000  gui- 
neas for  the  number  lie  v/ould  propofe  to  raife  ; while  dou- 
ble that  fum  would  not  defray  the  mere  charge  of  levy-mo- 
ney for  the  10,000  troops  voted  the  other  night.  Indeed 
no  money  would  be  immediately  wanted  in  this  way  ; for 
he  had  no  doubt,  that  the  gentlemen  who  might  command 
corps,  would  advance  the  money  neceffdry  for  the  clothing 
of  their  relpedtive  companies,  until  government  might  be 
able  to  repay  them.  As  to  the  pay  of  50,000  yeomen,  it 
would  not  amount  to  more  than  20,000b  a month;  which 
was  a fum  that  would  keep  pace  with  the  taxes.  The  ex- 
pence of  the  prefent  yeomen  was  faid  to  be  500,000  1. ; but 
this  enormous  expence  mult  have  been  incurred  by  the  too 
great  proportion  of  cavalry  among  them,  whofe  appoint- 
ment and  pay  are  fo  much  greater  than  thofe  of  the  infan- 
try, tho’  thefe  latter  arc  by  far  the  molt  ufeful.  Of  arms  he 
made  no  eltimate,  becaufe  that  adminiltration  mult  be  cri- 
minally negligent,  indeed,  who  fihould  not  at  a moment,  be 
pfrip  to  produce  arms  for  50,000  men. 


With 
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With  regard  to  the  obje&ion,  that  tins  levy  would  inter- 
fere with  the  recruiting  and  augmentation  of  the  militia  or 
army  ; he  thought  it  perfectly  unfounded  ; for,  the  men 
who  would  compofe  the  yeomanry  army,  were  quite  a dif- 
ferent clafs  of  men  from  thofe,  who  would  go  either  into 
the  militia  or  army.  As  to  celerity  ; this  mode  was  infi- 
nitely more  expeditious,  as  it  was  not  neceffary  to  wait  for 
a new  a£t  of  Parliament,  but  might  be  begun  inftantly. 
Sir  Laurence  faid,  he  would  not  have  trefpafied  fo  long  on 
the  time  of  the  Houfe,  if  he  was  not  convinced  that  every 
thing  was  to  be  dreaded  from  the  tremendous  foe  who 
threatened  us — a foe,  whole  inordinate  ambition,  and  incre- 
dible activity  and  perfeverance,  had  already  conquered  Spain) 
Belgium,  Holland,  Savoy,  Milan,  Mantua  ; and,  before 
this,  probably  Rome  alfo.  Ireland  would  be  the  next  to 
fall,  if  flie  did  not  now  exert  herfelf.  The  enemy  has  no; 
yet  failed  in  any  attempt  they  have  made.  Would  the  Houfe 
venture  againft  fuch  an  enemy,  to  truft  to  a few  thoufand 
troops,  or  to  the  poftible  abidance  which  they  might  receiver 
from  the  fleet  of  Britain,  and  not  attach  the  people  in  their 
caufe  ? Would  they  rifque  their  fate,  and  that  of  the  Coun- 
try, on  a (ingle  battle;  which,  if  loft,  would  turn  them, 
their  wives,  their  children,  naked  through  the  world,  to 
beg  a wretched  fubfi (fence.  They  had  feen  the  fituation 
and  fufferings  of  the  French  emigrants  ; that  might  deter 
the  Houfe  from  venturing  too  far  in  a dull  fecurity.  But 
the  French  emigrants  had  this  advantage  ; their  (ituation 
had  novelty  in  it,  and  that  novelty  procured  them  aid  and 
comfort  every  where  ; their  chara&er  too  flood  high  through- 
out the  world.  The  French  noblefte  were  refpe£!ed  as  the 
mod  accomplifhed,  generous,  and  high-minded  body  of  men 
in  Europe.  If  Irifti  nobility,  or  Irifli  legiflators,  are  turned 
forth  on  the  world,  where  now  will  they  find  refped:  or  af- 
fidance  ? the  Irifh  character  is  not  in  fuch  exalted  reputa- 
tion ; they  would  pafs  through  the  world  unknown  and*  un- 
regarded, or  rather  they  would  be  bayed  at  as  they  pa  (fed  ; 
the  finger  of  fcorn  would  point  at  them  as  men,  who  had 
the  means  of  defence  in  their  hands,  yet  let  an  enemv  come 
upon  them  unprepared  ! For  all  thefe  eafons  then  he  would 
move,  that,  belides  arming  a regular  force  for  our  protection, 
the  Houfe  (hould  adopt  a refolution  to  this  effeft  : 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  a 
confiderable  augmentation  (hould  be  made  to  the  yeorr.aniy 
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infantry,  in  addition  to  the  prefent  force  of  the  country  5 
and  that  an  addrefs  be  preftnted  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  praying  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  take  the 
molt  effectual  and  Ipeedy  beps  for  that  purpofe  ; the  exi- 
gency of  the  prefent  times  requiring  that  the  mod  prompt 
and  extenfive  meafures  of  defence  be  taken. 

Mr  Pelham  laid,  that  in  hearing  the  hon.  Baronet,  he 
had  for  fome  time  forgot  himfelf-,  and  fuppofed  he  had  be£n 
in  one  of  the  circles  of  Germany,  -where  different  parties 
bid  for  the  people.  Was  that  the  Irith  Houfe  of  Commons, 
lately  fo  zealous  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  that  he 
heard  it  urged,  the  people  would  attach  themfelves  to  the 
firff  invader,  if  arms  were  not  put  into  their  hands  by  go- 
vernment ? "What  had  changed  the  people  fmee,  as  the  hon. 
Baronet  had  faid,  on  a former  night,  he  had  feen  with  fuch 
alacrity  drauingthe  cannon  of  his  battalion  ? Ke  then  went 
into  a refutation  of  the  affertions  of  Sir  L.  Parfons,  that  the 
French  had,  in  the  lad  armament,  25,000  men  ; he  con- 
tended, from  the  bed  authority,  that  there  were  not  at  mod 
above  12,000  men  •,  that  were  they  to  come  again,  fuch  mea- 
fures had  been  concerted  with  Great  Britain,  that  a large 
body  of  troopslhould  in  a few  hours  be  in  Ireland.  That  it  was 
abfurd  to  fuppofe,  the  Britifh  minider  would  not  be  inte- 
reded  for  the  fafety  of  Ireland.  That  it  was  equally  abfurd 
to  believe,  that  the  fleet  of  England  would  not  necefiarily 
purfue  the  French  fleet,  but  rather  remain  at  Spithead. 
Would  not  the  Wed  India  merchants  become  clamorous,  if 
they  obferved  the  fleet  of  England  lying  in  port,  while  that 
of  France  was  off  the  coad  of  Ireland,  ready  to  intercept 
their  (hipping  ? With  refpeef  to  thefe  countries,  which  had 
been  over-run  by  the  French,  they  had  been  over-run,  in 
confequence  of  not  being  true  to  themfelves  ; or  had  been, 
like  Spain,  deceived  by  their  numbers.  They  were  not  van- 
quilhed,  as  had  been  dated  ; becaufe  they  had  not  in  time 
been  armed.  Was  there  any  reafon  to  believe,  the  Irilh 
would  not  be  true  to  themfelves,  or  that  the  adminidration 
would  betray  them  ? With  regard  to  the  meafure  now  pro- 
poled,  it  tended,  in  the  firb  indance,  to  imply  a negledl  in 
the  adminidration,  in  not  taking  neceffary  care  to  prote£f 
the  country  ; and  it  was,  befides,  an  infringement  of  the 
conditution,  as  it  was  an  affumption  by  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, of  what  properly  belonged  to  the  executive  govern- 
ment— the  fuperintendance  of  the  military  defence  of  the 
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country.  If  the  adminiftration  did  not  deferve  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  in  God’s  name  let  them  give  place  to  others 
who  could  be  milled  ; but  let  not  the  Houle  agree  to  this 
miferable  hint,  propofed  to  be  given  to  adminiftration,  which 
could  be  produtftive  of  no  confequence,  but  that  of  weaken- 
ing the  fpirit  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Grattan  followed  Mr.  Pelham,  and  gave  a very* 
animated  fupport  to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Baronet.  One 
would  have  thought  he  faid,  from  the  vehemence  with  which 
the  hon.  Baronet  had  been  oppofed,  that  he  had  propoled 
to  diminifh  or  dilband  the  army  or  militia,  in  dead  of  add- 
ing 50,000  men  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  The  hon. 
Baronet  fays,  it  is  neceflary  to  face  a victorious  enemy  with 
a large  force,  and  make  that  force  confift  of  the  people. 
The  Englifii  fervant  of  the  Englifh  minifter  fays,  “ What ! 
would  you  have  me  bid  for  the  people  !”  he  Would  fay  to 
that  Engliili  deputy  of  that  Engiifn  minifter,  if  he  would 
not  bid  for  the  people,  he  might  go  about  bis  bufmefs.  If 
he  would  not  bid  for  the  people,  the  monfter  of  democracy, 
which  had  conquered  Spain,  Holland,  Germany,  and  Italy, 
by  bidding  for  the  people,  would  bid  for  the  people  cf  Ire- 
land. The  bidding  of  the  minifter  wifi  then  come  too  late. 

He  alks,  who  could  be  more  iriterefted  for  the  fafetv  of 
Ireland,  than  the  Britifh  minifter  ? He  would  anfvver,  Ire- 
land herfelf.  To  refer  to  the  Britifti  minifter  the  fafety  of 
this  country,  was  the  moft  fottilh  folly  ; it  was  falfe-  and. 
unparliamentary  to  fay,  that  the  Hcufe  had  no  right  to  re- 
commend a meafure,  fuch  as  the  hon.  Baronet  oropofed. 
Had  it  been  a proportion  to  qncreafe  the  regular  Handing' 
army,  it  might  perhaps  have  been  a little  irregular  ; but 
when  an  encreafe  of  r 0,000  to  the  (landing  army  was  pro- 
pofed by  a right  hon;  Baronet  the  other  night,  it  was  not 
confidered  as  an  affront : now,  another  hon.  Baronet  comes 
forward  to  give  an  army  five  fold  as  many,  and  five  fold  as 
cheap,  and  adminiftration  are  affronted — why  ? Bccaufe 
that  army  was  of  the  people.  If  the  doHrine  the  right 
hon.  Member  advances  true,  and  that  the  duty  of  Parlia- 
ment now  is  become  nothing  more  than  merely  to  vote 
taxes,  and  echo. three  millions,  when  the  minifter  fays,  three 
millions  are  wanted,  then  indeed  aclum  ft  de  Parlmmentoy 
it  is  over  with  Parliament  *,  and  a reform  of  the  reprefenta- 
tion  is  become  more  than  ever  neceflary.  To  that  part  of 
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the  right  hon.  Gentleman’s  fpeech,  which  infinuates  a de- 
iign  to  change  the  militia  of  the  country  for  that  of  England, 
he  could  not  exprefs  his  difapprobatiort  of  it  with  fufficient 
ftrength.  It  would  be  the  ruin  of  that  inftitution,  and 
would  create  the  mod  dangerous  fufpicion  and  hoftile  fen- 
timents,  by  introducing  ftrangers  in  the  place  of  native 
troops. 

Mr.  Pelham  explained,  as  to  what  had  fallen  from  him, 
relative  to  the  militia.  He  had  only  exprefled  his  wifh,  that 
the  militia  of  both  countries  fhould  be  liable  to  ferve  in 
either,  in  cafe  of  invafion  in  either ; and  this  change  he 
thought  mud  be  for  thehntereft  of  Ireland,  as  England  had 
60,000  militia,  Ireland  but  20,000. 

Mr.  Alexander  and  Mr.  Barrington  both  were  ad- 
verie  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Curran,  in  a very  eloquent  fpeech,  fupported  the 
motion.  He  confefled,  he  never  was  more  furprifed  than 
at  the  incredible  fatuity  of  a Houfe  of  Commons,  who, 
when  hey  were  deliberating  on  a queftion,  which  deter- 
mined, whether  they  were  to  be  Irifh  emigrants  or  Irifh 
legiflators,  feemed  ready  to  pay  obeifance  to  the  filly  non- 
fenfe  which  had  been  uttered  by  a man  in  office. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had”afked,  why  had  not  the 
Houfe  confidence  in  his  exertion  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  ? He  anfwered,  becaufe  that  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  had  advice  of  an  intended  invafion  for  three  months 
before  it  took  place  ; and  in  that  time,  had  taken  no  Heps 
to  repel  the  enemy,  but  had  left  the  defence  of  the  country 
to  the  winds.  He  expected,  there  was  every  reafon  to  ex- 
pert, another  attack  from  the  enemy,  and  with  much  greater 
force  than  before.  He  expected  this  from  the  known  con- 
duct of  the  French,  who  have  not,  except  in  one  inftance, 
been  known  to  defift  from  an  undertaking.  What  then 
truft  we  look  to  ? Not  to  England  certainly.  We  have 
had  a trial — we  were  in  danger,  and  received  no  affiftance. 
B Tides,  the  weft  wind,  which  lets  out  the  fleet  of  France, 
will  keep  that  of  England  locked  up.  As  a proof  of  the 
culpable  negligence  of  adminiftration,  which  fhould  teach 
the  Houfe  to  think  of  protecting  themfelves,  he  mentioned 
* faCt,  of  which  he  had  been  informed,  by  authority  he 
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cbuld  not  doubt;  It  was,  that  when  the  French  fleet  arrived 
in  Bantry,  there  were  not,  in  that  quarter  of  the  country, 
including  Cork,  one  thoufand  men  fit  to  meet  the  enemy; 
hence  the  confternation  which  prevailed  in  that  city,  when 
they  received  intelligence  of  their  arrival.  Another  inftance 
of  the  contemptible  unileadinefs  of  the  adminiftration — a 
gentleman  of  moll  refpe£fable  family,  of  hereditary  loyalty, 
and  great  wealth,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cork,  had  folli- 
cited  leave  to  form  a corps.  For  feveral  weeks  his  requeft 
remained  unanfwered ; at  length,  on  Chriftmas  eve  he  re- 
ceived his  commillion,  but  without  either  the  fword,  gun, 
or  bayonet  for  his  men  ; the  very  next  dav  he  received  a let- 
ter from  the  minifter,  defiring  to  know  how  many  of  his 
corps  were  ready  to  march  againft  the  enemy  ? 

After  dwelling  on  the  proofs  of  negligence,  See.  in  admi- 
niftration,  Mr.  Curran  proceeded  to  enquire  what  were  the 
preparations  which  Ihould  be  made  againft  the  enemy?  It 
was  not,  he  faid,  on  this  or  on  that  army  we  fhould  depend, 
but  on  the  energy  of  the  whole  people.  Would  gentlemen 
wilh  to  rifque  the  fate  of  the  country  on  a battle,  with  what- 
ever profpe<St  of  vi&ory  ? Would  they  not  rather  wilh 
to  deter  the  enemy,  if  poflible,  by  previous  arrangements  ? 
But  how  deter  them  ? By  no  mode  but  rhat,  to  the  ufe  of 
which  they  owe  their  conquefts— not  by  difcipline,  or  by 
fkill,  but  by  roufing  that  enthufiaftic  zeal  in  their  people, 
for  the  caufe  in  which  they  engage.  That  enthufiafm  it  was 
which  taught  Auftria  the  leflon,  that  when  it  urges  forward 
a furious  crowd,  they  will  overcome  the  molt  matured  ef- 
forts of  difcipline  and  regulated  valour.  Unlefs  Ireland,  in 
embodying  her  people,  excites  fomething  of  this  fpirit,  {lie 
can  find  no  fafety  againft  her  invading  enemy. 

In  order  to  evince  how  little  was  to  be  expected  from  the 
fleet  of  Britain,  he  confidered  the  prefent  fituation  of  the 
minifter,  after  four  campaigns,  in  which  he  had  gained  no- 
thing but  debt  and  defeat,  had  loft  all  his  allies,  and  forfeit- 
ed the  confidence  of  the  people,  if  not  in  his  integrity,  at 
leaft  in  his  ability  and  fuccefs.  Was  it  poflible,  that  a nii- 
nifter  fo  circumftanced,  floating  in  the  torrent  which  was 
juft  ready  to  fwallow  him  up,  would  venture  to  fend  to  the 
afliftar.ee  of  Ireland,  the  fleet  of  Britain,  if  Britain  herfelf 
was  in  danger  of  being  attacked  ? Was  it  not  natural  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  he  would  make  this  country  the  theatre  of  v.'ar, 
rather  than  incur  the  danger  of  inflant  deftruftion,  from  the 
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refcntmeut  of  Ids'  dphntrymen-,  fhouid  lie  rifque  their  fafety 
to  hive  Ireland  ? On  thefe  grounds  it  was  clear,  that  this 
country  fhouid  think  of  providing  a force  within  their  own 
fhpres,  to  repel  the  enemy  j he  was  of  opinion,  the  force 
propofed  by  the  motion,  was  the  mold  eligible  that  could  be 
liad — it  was  a fpeedy,  a numerous,  and  a conftitutional 
force'.  He  could  have  wifiied  that  the  augmentation,  which, 
had  he°n  made  to  the  regulars,  had  been  rather  made  to  the 
militia ; for  that,  too,  was  a conftitutional  force*,  not  that 
he  feared  a (landing  army— the  foldierhad  of  late  wonder- 
1 ully  changed  his  character — he  feemed  to  have  now  learned, 
that  his  duty  was  to  meet  death  without  delay,  and  inflict 
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k without  remorfe  *,  but  only  for  the  purpefe  of  protecting 
others  from  that  darTger,  which  he  encounters — fuch  had 
been  found  the  foidiers  character  in  France  ; and  in  various 
inlt'ances  which  have  occurred  in  the  prefect  war.  Such  had 
' been  found  to  be  the  character  of  a (landing  army,  even  in 
the  northern  parts''  of  .our  own  kingdom,  where  they  had 
been  (buck  with  reverence  at  the  induftry  of  its  inhabitants, 
foftened  by  their  hofpitallty,  and  moved  to  pity  at  the  fuf- 
ieri-ngs  which  they  had  witnefled. 

In  order  to  oppofe  France,  kwas  neceffary  we  fhouid  have 
an  armed  people  *,  it  was  ft  ill  more  neceflary  we  fhouid  have 
a people  united  and  content.  / What  then  mud  have  been 
-the  exultation  of  France,  when  (lie  read  in  the  late  official 
accounts  by  a din  inift  rat  ion,  of  the  late  invafion  ; when  they 
fl.-Ue  fo  many  corps  os  accepted,  and  fo  many  as  rejected  ? 
"WhaFnotion  muft  not  the  French  have  of  the  difeordant 
date  in  which  we  are,  when  they  find  that  a man  offering 
his  bread  again  d the  bayonet  of  an  enemy,  is  not  thought 
fit  to  be  tr tiffed  ? In  (peaking  of  the  reform  and  the  Catholic- 
emancipation,  which  he  recommended  as  the  bed  means  of 
reftoting  unibn  and  confidence  to  the  people — he  cautioned 
ad minifr ration  again d the  fatal  error,  in  times  like  thefe,  of 
identifying  the  abuses  of  the  conditution,  with  the  condi- 
tution  itfelf.  Much  a con  duel  only  tended  to  make  treafon, 
in  their  l'enfe  of  it,  the  glory  of  every  honed  man.  At  this 
moment,  he  obfbrved,  Vue  gaols  were  crowded.  Gentle- 
men fhouid  take  care,  that  in  their  'Zeal  to  puniffi  crimes, 
they  do  not  make  a demand  of  redrefs  an  a£t  of  treafon  ; be- 
fore thofe  unfortunate  men — unfortunate  if  guilty,  but  for- 
tunate kind  honourable  men,  if  innocent,  inafmuch  as  dif- 
fering for  refiftafnee  to  public  abufe,  is  in  the  higheft  degree 
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gratifying  to  the  feeling  of  an  independent  mind — bcfc  re 
they  are  tried,  care  (hould  be  taken  not  to  give  fuch  a de- 
fer ip  t ion  of  their  crime,  as  might  excite  not  hatred,  but 
fympathy,  in  the  minds  of  the  -public  ; and  turn  what  was 
confidered  guilt,  into  glory. 

■ r i.;».  J)  .11 1 . ■'*)  i • In  •*  (!■■:  .?  ■ ' ? . 

Dr.  Browne  defended  the  motion  with  much  fpirit  and 
argument.  He  contended  that  the  miniller,  by  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  acted  in  the  committee  -of  fupply,  had, 
for  die  time,  abdicated  bis  ofRce,  and  thrown  the  defence 
of  the  country  on  the  Houfe.  He  (hewed,  that  the  argu- 
ment ggainft  the  motion,  drawn  from  their  being  non-efu- 
cient  troops  againit  an  enemy,  mult  be  given  up  : bccaufe 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  motion  to  arm  f-ich  men  only,  as 
were  fitted  for  a (final  fervice.  He  a flirted,  there  was  every 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Britifii  mini  Her  intended  te  make 
this  country  .the  theatre  of  war  ; and  it  was  the  duty  cf  the 
Houfe  to  avert  that  danger  by  this  kind  of  preparation,. 
Gentlemen  might  talk  againft  defpondence  *,  but  an  exulta- 
tion in  ftrength,  which  did  not  exill,  would  be  but  of  fhort 
duration,  and  might  lead  to  the  mod  ferious  evils-  He 
warned  adminiftration,  that  if  they  refilled  this  meafure, 
nothing  would  prevent  the  gentlemen  of  the  country  from 
arming  themfelv.es, 

IMr.  Archilalj,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Sir  Beyle  Roche,  Prime 
Serjeant,  Sir  J.  Blaquiere,  and  Mr.  Buihe  (a  maiden  fpeech) 
oppofed  the  motion. 

N 

Mr.  Tighe,  Mr.  Jephfon,  and  Mr.  Smith  fpo'ke  in  fuppert 

of  it. 

And  Sir  L.  Parsons  very  ably  replied. 

On  a di'viuon  there  were  for  the  motion,  2.3  ; and  again  ft 

ir,  125. 


Tellers  for  the  ayes,  Sir  L.  Parfons  and  Mr.  Grattan. - 
For  the  noes,  Mr.  Bulhe  and  Mr.  Maxwell. 


The  Houfe  refoived  itfelf  into  a Committee  of  Supply, 
and  at  4 o’clock  adjourned. 

S VTURQAY, 
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Saturday,  February  25,  1797* 

Mr.  Vandeleur,  on  account  of  the  exhaufted  (late  of 
the  Houfe,  after  the  long  debate  of  laft  night,  poflponed 
his  intended  proportion  relative  to  an  abientee  tax,  till  Tues- 
day next. 

Mr.  Mason  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways -and  means,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  that  part  of  the  report  which  related  to  the  fait  duty, 
Mr.  Tighe  repeated  his  objections,  which  he  had  ufed 
againft  it  on  the  night  before  ; and  obferved,  that  on  the  molt 
moderate  computation,  this  tax  would  take  three  {hillings 
per  year  from  thd  peafant,  and  was  therefore,  by  one  half, 
a mere  oppreffive  tax  than  that  on  hearths,  from  which  it 
had  been  thought  neceflary  to  exempt  the  poor-  But  befides 
the  direct  operation  of  the  duty,  which  would  take  three 
{hillings  annually  from  the  peafant,  it  would  operate  againft 
him  in  another  way  $ it  would  enhance  the  price  of  his  fait 
herring,  the  only  food,  except  potatoes,  within  his  reach. 
This  inconvenience,  however,  he  thought  might  be  obviated, 
by  taking  oiT  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign  herrings, 
which  would  bring  them  to  market  as  cheap  as  the  Iri(h  her- 
rings at  prefent. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  duty  on  fo- 
reign herrings  was,  at  prefent,  extremely  fmall  j and  that, 
therefore  the  removal  of  it  could  not  much,  if  at  all,  reduce 
ihe  price  of  the  article.  If,  however,  it  {hould  be  thought 
right  to  remove  it,  the  time  for  doing  it  would  be,  when 
bills  fhould  be  brought  in  agreeable  to  the  refolutions  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Read  a third  time,  pafTed,  and  ordered  to  the  Lords,  the 
Armagh  compenfation  bill  •,  the  weight  and  meafure  bill  5 
and  the  bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  fame  laws. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hoare,  the  coroner  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  was  ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  on 
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Lord  KinGsijorough  faid,  that  he  had  waited  anxioufly 
for  the  arrival  of  the  right  hon.  the  Secretary  from  England, 
in  hope  that  he  would  have  brought  with  him  fome  plan  for 
the  naval  defence  of  this  country.  As  he  had  been  difap- 
pointed  in  this  hope,  and  did  not  perceive  that  any  gentle- 
man was  inclined  to  take  up  the  iubje£l  *,  he  gave  notice, 
that  uniefs  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  fhould  inform  the 
Houfe,  that  fomething  was  intended  to  be  done  in  a naval 
way  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  he  would  fhortly  bring 
forward  a propofition  on  that  iubje£l,  for  the  confideratiou 
of  the  Iloufe. 

Mr.  Pelham  made  no  reply. 

Sir  H.  Cavendish  obferved  on  this  fubjeft,  that  this, 
country,  from  its  local  fituation,  and  the  confequent  pre- 
valence of  wefterly  winds,  might  very  properly  be  conlidered' 
as  a windward  ifland  ; that  of  courfe  a naval  force  Rationed 
any  where  in  the  north,  fouth,  and  eaidtrn  coaft,  might  al- 
moft  always  be  at  liberty  to  fail  as  occafion  might  require  5, 
and  that  therefore,  fuch  a force,  ftationed  in  thofe  parts, 
would  be  of  the  utmoft  ufe. 

Sir  J.  S.  Hamilton  faid,  that  having  fpoken  but  twice  in> 
the  courfe  of  thirty-feven  yearsy  which  he  had  lat  in  Parlia- 
ment, he  hoped  for  the  indulgence  of  the.  Houfe  for  a few 
minutes  ; he  fhould  trefpafs  on  their  patience  but  a fhort 
time,  as  he  was  well  convinced,,  that  not  being  double  gilt, 
he  could  not  be  very  acceptable.  He  obferved,  that  it  had 
been  the  lot  of  thofe,  who  had  made  the  moft  important 
difeoveries,  to  live  neglected,  and  die  miferable.  Scrvetus* 
who  had  difeovered  the  circulation  of  the  blood  before  Har- 
vey, had  been  burnt  for  herefy ; Galileo,  who  had  found 
out  the  folar  fyftem,  which  Newton  afterwards  improved, 
had  been  condemned  for  it  by  the  inquifition.  A Ger- 
man grenadier,  had  found  out  the  mariner’s  cempafs,  by 
which  commerce  and  the  arts  had  been  improved  and  cir- 
culated ; and  a miferable  monk  had  difeovered  the  art  of 
making  gunpowder,  which  had  made  that  Houfe  what  it 
was.  As  little  men  might  thus  fometimes  make  great  difeo- 
veries, he  would,  at  a future  day,  propofe  to  the  Houfe  a 
tax,  which  had  not  been  yet  thought  of  by  gentlemen,  a tax 
which  would  probe  the  heart  of  oppofitLon,  and  give  them, 
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3 nd  every  party,  an  opportunity  of  {hewing  their  loyalty  ; it 
was  a tax  which  would  fall  on  the  rich,  and  not  on  the  fait 
herring  of  the  poor  weaver,  who,  after  working  feventeen 
hours  at  his  loom,  had  often  no  other  kitchen  with  his  po- 
tatoes ; it  was  a tax  upon  income — a tax  of  is.  in  the  pound 
cm  thofe  whole  income  was  under  400  1.  and  to  increafe  in 
that  ratio  on  thofe  whofe  income  exceeded  that  fum.  This 
was  a better  tax  than  the  fait  duty,  but  let  the  minifler  keep 
that  too — all  was  wanted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  he 
would,  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  propofe  a 
meafure,  by  which  gentlemen,  who  had  fo  liberally -made 
offers  of  contributing  to  the  exigencies  of  government,  would 
Tiave  an  opportunity  of  carrying  thofe  offers  into  effect, 
without  being  fufferers  to  any  great  degree.  The  meafure 
he  would  propofe  was,  an  open  loan  for  800,000  1.  to  be 
railed  on  treasury  bills,  to  carry  an  interest  of  6 1.  per  cent. ; 
and,  by  way  of  bonus,  he  would  make  an  addition  of  5 1. 
per  cent,  to  the  capital  advanced,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
lender;  i.  e.  that  for  every  100  1.  lent,  the  lender  would 
receive  intereft  for  105  1.  By  this  meafure,  every  loyal  man 
in  the  country  would  have  an  opportunity  of  contributing 
to  the  defence  of  the  country,  without  fuffering  for  his  loy- 
alty ; and  the  (late  would  be  benefited,  by  getting  an  im- 
mediate fupply  ; which  could  be  raifed  by  no  other  mode  fo 
fpeedily. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  declared  himfelf  decidedly  againfl  the 
meafure,  as  tending  to  deftroy  ir.ftantly  whatever  commer- 
cial credit  yet  remained.  Did  the  right  hon.  Baronet  know, 
he  a fked,  that  at  prefen t the  belt  bills  in  the  country  could 
not  be  difeounted  ? Did  he  know,  that  the  National  Bank, 
every  day,  rejc&ed  the  bills  of  the  fir fb  houfes  in  the  city  ? 
Did  he  know,  that  in  confequence  of  that,  commerce  and 
manufactures  were  at  a hand  ? And  was  it  at  a time  fuch  as 
this,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  propofe  a meafure, 
which,  by  diverting  whatever  cafh  yet  remained  in  circula- 
tion, into  the  treafury  ; would  increafe  the  exifting  difficul- 
ties of  the  merchant  and  the  manufacturer  to  a moil  alarm- 
ing degree  ? if  there  was  any  one  meafure  more  likely  than 
another  to  accelerate  the  ruin  of  this  country,  that  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  prooofed  was  that  meafnre  ; and 
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therefore,  when  it.fhouU  be  brought  forward,  he  would 
.oppofe  it  in  every  fhape. 

Mr.  IIoAkf.  alfo  ftrenuoufly  exprdfed  his  diflike  of  the 
meafure  ; principally  becaufe  it  would  crer.te  an  impoftibility 
to  procure  money  for  commercial  purpofes  at  6 1.  per  cent, 
when  the  government,  by  this  meafure,  offered  7 1.  per 
cent.  ; becaufe,  at  prefent,  fo  great  was  the  diftrefs  of  the 
mercantile  part  of  the  community,  there  were  weekly  meet- 
ings of  tire  merchants  held,  to  confider  how  bankruptcies 
might  be  postponed  ; and  if  government  offered  fuch  terms 
as  7 1.  per  cent,  for  money,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  cre- 
dit to  fuppo.rt  itfelf;  and,  becaufe  it  would  not  only  go  to 
ruin  the  commercial  intereft,  but  to  diftrefs  extremely  the 
landed  gentlemen  of  the  country.  There  were  few  eftates 
in  the  country,  which  were  net  more  or  lefs  incumbered. 
If  government  offered  7 1.  per  cent,  for  the  loan  of  fo  large 
a fum  as  800,000  1.  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  cre- 
ditors of  rhefe  eftates  would  not  call  in  their  money,  for  the 
purpofe  of  veiling  it  fo  much  more  advantageoufly  in  go- 
vernment fecurities  ; and  where,'  in  fuch  circum fiances.., 
could  the  landed  gentlemen  procure  money  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  about  to  reply, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  Speaker ; who  obferved,  there  was 
no  queftion  before  the  Ho  life. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a committee  of  wavs  and 
means. 

Mr.  Mason  in  the  chair, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  now  replied  to  the 
objections  which  had  been  offered  againft  his  meafure.  He 
contended,  that  the  commercial  diftrefs  which  had  been 
mentioned,  already  exifted  ; and  was  not  therefore  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  meafure  propofed  ; on  the  contrary,  that 
meafure,  by  drawing  800,000  1.  out  of  the  coffers  of  mo- 
nied men,  where  it  would  probably  remain  unemployed — 
and  throwing  it  into  immediate  circulation,  would  very 
much  tend  to  relieve  the  diftrefs  complained  of ; with  refpeEl 
to  the  quantity  of  interdlj,  which  lie  meant  to  oifer,  lie  ob- 

ferved, 
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ferred,  that  at  prefent,  money  is  not  to  be  had  under  7 1. 
per  cent.  ; the  evil  already  exifted— and,  in  offering  fo  much 
as  7 1.  per  cent,  he  did  not  create  the  mifchief ; if  he  offer- 
ed lefs,  he  woulcfipunifh  the  honeft  man,  who  came  forward 
at  a time  of  great  public  diftrefs,  to  ferve  the  country.  But 
the  heft  aniwer  to  all  objedfions  againft  the  meafure  was, 
that  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  made  an  immediate  fupply 
of  money  indifpenfible ; and  that  fupply  could  be  procured 
by  no  other  means  fo  fpeedy.  He  propofed  the  meafure 
under  the  ftrongeft  of  all  impuifes— neceflity ; he  propofed 
it  as  the  beft  meafure  that  he  knew  ; and  would  perfevere 
in  it,  unlefs  gentlemen  (hewed  him  another  more  eligible* 
He  therefore  moved,  “ That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  a fum  not  exceeding  800,000  1.  be  borrowed  on 
treafury  bills,  payable  in  five  years,  and  bearing  an  intereft 
at  the  rate  of  6 1.  per  cent,  per  annum,  with  a bonus  of  5I. 
per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  fum  borrowed/’ 

Mr.  Hoare  repeated,  with  much  force,  the  arguments 
be  before  ufed  ; he  faid,  that  if  this  meafure  did  not,  as 
the  Chancellor  had  obferved,  create  the  diftrefs,  it  would 
augment  it  to  a fatal  degree.  If,  indeed,  as  had  been  urged, 
the  meafure  was  indifpenfible,  that  to  be  fure  was  a ftrong 
argument  ; but  it  amounted  to  this,  that  the  ruin  of  the 
commercial  interefr  of  the  country  was  inevitable  ; for  fuch 
muft  be  the  confequence  of  this  meafure. 

Mr.  Maxwell  was  never  more  aftonifhed,  than  that  a 
meafure  of  fuch  magnitude  fhould  be  brought  forward 
and  urged  on  the  Houfe,  within  lefs  than  five  minutes  no- 
tice. He  had  not  had  time  to  confider  the  matter  with  at- 
tention ; but  at  fir  ft  vidw,  it  ftruck  him  as  tending  to  the 
immediate  ruin  of  trade,  and  the  commercial  part  of  the 
community;  and  tq  involve,  in  very  great  difficulties,  the 
landed  gentlemen.  He  could  not,  indeed,  believe,  that  the 
right  lion  Baronet  feriouily  meant  to  perfevere  in  preffmg 
she  bufinefs  at  this  time  ; and  therefore  he  would  move,  that 
the  chairman  repoi  prog  refs,  and  ait  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared  himfelf  de- 
termined to  prefs  the  reflation  he  had  propofed  to  the  com- 
mittee. As  to  th'e  objection  made  to  the  notice,  he  a n Tver- 
cd,  that  the  refolutlqn  he  now  propofed  was  not  final;  and 
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that  the  mcafure  might  be  difcufied  more  at  large  at  any  fub- 
fequent  date  of  its  progrefs.  The  other  objection  which 
was  derived  from  the  loan,  going  to  draw  fo  much  money 
from  the  purpofes  of  commerce  to  the  treafury,  was  an  ob- 
jection which  might  be  made  to  every  loan  whatever  ; and 
therefore  deferved  no  attention.  The  only  difference  between 
this  and  other  loans  was,  that  this  is  more  ceconomical  and 
fpeedy,  than  any  other  that  could  be  made.  On  the  whole, 
nothing  fhould  prevent  him  from  giving  to  the  public  an  op- 
portunity of  enabling  government  to  defend  them. 

Dr.  Browne  faid,  in  the  offer  which  he  had  made  on  laft 
night,  he  meant  not  to  lend  fo  much  money  to  government, 
but  to  give  it  without  debenture,  treafury  bill,  or  any  other 
fecurity.  If  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  not  found  this  the 
general  fentiment  of  gentlemen,  he  did  not  think  he  could 
be  blamed  for  the  meafure  he  propofed  ; which  feemed  to 
be  the  only  alternative  he  had  left.  As  to  the  dillrels,  which 
it  was  faid  the  mcafure  would  induce  on  the  great  landed 
gentlemen  of  the  country,  he  thought  it  a defpicable  argu- 
ment. If  gentlemen  would  not  live  within  their  income, 
and  preferve  to  themfelves  an  ability  to  ferve  their  country, 
in  the  fame  way  as  humbler  men,  let  them  defcend  from 
the  exalted  height  on  which  they  affect  to  Hand.  They  de- 
ferve  lei's  conlideration  from  the  country,  than  the  more  in- 
dependent, though  nominally  poorer,  men  ; nor  fhould  a 
meafure  of  great  public  utility  be  given  up,  to  accommodate 
them, 

Mr.  Saunderson  was  for  the  refolution. 

Mr.  Bagwell  confidered  the  meafure  as  one  of  the  mod 
dedruflive  to  trade,  and  as  one  of  the  mod  injurious  to  the 
landed  intered.  Few  edates  were  unencumbered  ; and  it 
could  not  be  expedled,  that  the  perfons  who  held  fecurity, 
would  not  come  in  and  demand  payment,  if  fuch  advanta- 
geous olfers  to  lenders  were  made  by  government.  For  him- 
feif,  though  he  po fie  (Ted  a confiderabie  fortune,  he  yet  owed 
money.  If  his  creditors  called  on  him  for  payment,  how 
could  he  raife  money  at  61.  per  cent,  (and  the  law  would 
not  fufler  him  to  give  more)  when  government  offered  7]. 
per  cent.  Fie  had,  indeed,  dock  in  bank  *,  but  that  he  could 
not  fell,  unlefs  he  took  50  1.  per  cent,  lefs  for  it  than  it  cod 

him. 
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him.  He  was  as  ready  to  contribute  to  the  exigenies  of 
the  date  as  an\l  man  ; he  would  contribute  the  fourth  of 
what  he  was  worth — he  would  engage  to  pay  to  the  trea- 
sury 500  1.  per  quarter,  as  long  as  the  hate  fhould  need  it  ; 
but  he  could  not  agree  to  fuch  a meafure  as  this. 

The  Speaker  declared,  that  he  had  never  been  more 
furprifed,  than  at  hearing  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  on  a no- 
tice of  five  minutes,  propofe  and  urge  the  committee  to 
adopt  a meafure  of  fuch  moment.  He  had  not  had  time 
to  confider  the  fubjecl ; having  heard  nothing  of  it  until  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  mentioned  it  this  evening  in  the  Houfe  ; 
but  the  fird  imprefiion  it  made  on  his  mind  was,  that  in 
its  confequences,  it  would  be  productive  of  the  word  effects 
to  the  trading  intereft  of  the  country.  At  prefent,  he  ob- 
icrved,  the  bank  had  crippled  their  own  hands,  and  render- 
ed themfelves  unable  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  their  infti- 
lutlon,  by  indifcreet  loans  to  government.  It  was  now  too 
date  to  conceal  the  fact  ; as  it  appeared  by  the  public  accounts, 
that  they  had  lent  to  government  upwards  of  560,0001.  By 
r.hefe  loans  they  had  exhaufted  themfelves  ; and  in  confe- 
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quence  they  were  obliged  to  refufe  the  bed  bills  in  the 
country.  Was  this  a time  then  for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  hold  out  a temptation  of  7 1.  per  cent,  to  that  bo- 
dy to  carry  the  mifchief  dill  farther  ? He  had  been  for  fe- 
deral years  converfant  in  that  Houfe  in  fubjeHs  of  this  na- 
ture *,  and  he  would  declare,  that  at  prefent  this  meafure 
ilruck  him,  as  the  mod  mifchievous  interference  with  the 
monied  intered  of  the  country  that  could  poffibly  be  devis- 
ed ; and  he  was  equally  confident  in  faying,  that  he  believ- 
ed the  money  might  be  had  on  better  terms,  and  without 
incurring  the  danger  of  ruining  the  trade  of  the  country. 
He  objected  not  to  the  mode  c*f  raifing  the  money  by  open 
loan  ; poffibly  it  might  turn  out  to  be  a good  way  *,  but  he 
objected  to  the  intereft  of  7I.  percent.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  fasdr  that  7 1.  per  cent,  was  no\*  given  for  mo- 
ney— how  was  it  given  ? Debentures  of  5 3.  per  cent, 
fold  for  72I.  ; and  therefore  it  was  faid,  money  brought 
- 1.  per  cent. ; but  this  was  by  dock-jobbing,  a trade  of  ca- 
sualty ; where  the  buyer  may  loie  or  may  gain.  But  the 
light  hon.  Baronet  propofes  to  the  public  a loan,  in  which 
he  offers  61.  per  cent,  and  a bonus,  which  makes  the  inte- 
ictl  7 1.  per  cent,  without  any  caiualty  at  aft,  and  the  prin- 
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clpal  to  be  repaid  in  five  years.  Certainly,  every  monied' 
man  in  the  country  would  prefer  giving  his  money  on  fuch 
terms  to  government,  to  any  other  mode  of  employing  it. 
As  to  the  bonus  itfeif,  it  was  given  in  a way  perfectly  novel ; 
and  he  mull  fay,  more  injurious  to  the.  public,  than  any 
former  mode  which  had  been  adopted  in  England.  Here 
the  bonus  is  to  be  added  to  the  principal ; and  of  courfe  to 
operate  by  the  intereft  of  it,  againft  the  public,  fo  long  as 
the  loan  fhall  continue.  In  the  mode  ufed  in  England — 
the  bonus  is  only  a diminution  or  redudlion  from  the  prin- 
cipal lent  in  favour  of  the  lender-,  fo  that  the  only  injury 
to  the  public  is  the  hrft  lofs.  On  the  whole,  he  fubmitted 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  whether  he  would  prefs  the  refo- 
lution  on  the  committee,  without  allowing  gentlemen  at 
leaft  fome  time  to  connder  the  tendency  of  fo  novel  and 
important  a meafure. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  after  fome  further 
eonverfation  on  this  lubjedl,  agreed,  in  compliance  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whofe  opinion  he  fo  amply  valued, 
to  withdraw  the  refolution  for  this  evening. 

The  committee  then  went  through  fome  of  th^e  ordinary 
bufinefs,  and  adjourned  the  report  for  Monday. 

The  Houfe  having  refumed,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer moved  leave  to  bring  in  one  or  more  bills,  accord- 
ing to  the  refolution  of  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  27,  1797. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  purfuant  to  the  refo- 
lution of  the  committee' of  ways  and  means,  prefented  the. 
hearth  tax,  poll-office,  ftamp  duty,  and  bounty  Bills  ; which 
were  read  a firlt  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a fecond  time 
to-morrow. 
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Mr.  Holmf.s  preiented  a petition  from  a perfon  who  had 
been  a poftillion,  and  was  two  years  fince  caft  in  an  aftion 
of  crim.  con.  and  5,000  1.  damages  given  againft  him;  for 
which  he  remains  in  prifon.  The  obje£l  of  the  peticion  was, 
to  be  included  in  the  infolvent  a£l. 

Mr.  Egan  prefented  the  infolvent  bill.  Read  a firft  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a fecond  time  to-morrow. 

Air.  Elliot  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  mutiny  bill* 


VOTE  OF  CENSURE. 

Mr.  Ponsonby,  agreeable  to  notice  given  on  Friday  night, 
brought  forward  his  motion  of  cenlure  on  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  refpeUing  their  neglect  of  the  defence  of  the  country. 
He  began  by  reading  the  refolution  which  he  meant  to 
move,  in  order  that  he  might  not  be  mifunderftood  by  gen- 
tlemen in  what  he  fhould  deliver  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech. 
The  fubflance  of  the  refolution  w^as,  tc  That  his  majefty’s 
minifters  are  highly  criminal  for  their  neglefr  and  unfkilful- 
nefs  in  the  provifion,  diretftion,  and  diftribution  of  the  naval 
and  military  force  of  the  country,  in  the  threatened  invafion 
in  the  month  of  December  laft.”  If,  in  fupport  of  this 
charge,  he  ihould  not  be  able  to  adduce  any  authentic  do- 
cuments, it  was  becaufe  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  refus- 
ed to  let  him  have  thofe  papers,  in  which  alone  thofe  proofs 
could  be  had.  The  Houfe  had,  no  doubt,  wife  reafons  for 
their  conduct  ; but  it  appeared  ftrange  to  him,  that  they 
fhould  protect  minifters  in  rtfufmg  papers,  by  wTich  alone 
their  criminality,  if  they  were  criminal,  could  be  afcertain- 
Yet,  though  he  was  obliged  to  depend  for  his  proofs 
on  acknowledged  fa£ts,  aird  the  inference  they  afforded, 
proofs'  of  the  criminality  of  adminiftration  were  not  want- 
ing. It  was  acknowledged  by  his  Excellency’s  fpeech  in 
October  lafe,  that  adminiftration  had  notice  of  an  intended 
invafion  at  that  time.  He  believed,  indeed,  they  were  in- 
f'or?Yec*  lt  l°ng  5 but  even  if  they  were  not  appriz- 

?‘\  of  T until  then,  they  were  gtofsiy  criminalfor  the  ne- 
tiDence  and  unfkilfulnefs  wdth  which  they  afterwards  dif- 
oofed  anti  yliftrifauted  the  force  of  the  country.  In  the  firft 
* 1 '■  \ inftance, 
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inftance,  he  Mentioned  the  fads  of  negleft  with  refpe&  t<? 
the  naval  force  ; and  on  this  point  oi  the  lubject  he  pre~ 
mifed,  that  Ireland  had  as  good  a right  to  demand  protec- 
tion from  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  as  Great  Britain  her- 
felf  j and  the  Commons  of  Ireland  had  as  good  a right  to 
complain  of  a negle&or  mifmanagement  of  that  naval  force, 
as  the  Commons  of  England. 

The  French  fleet  which  appeared  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland, 
conGfted  of  fix  teen  fhips  of  the  line  *,  that  of  Colpoys  and 
Bridport  together  made  thirty-one  or  thirty-two  Blips  of  the 
line.  Colpoys,  It  was  faid,  was  ftationed  at  Bred,  in  older 
to  watch  the  motions  of  that  fleet.  But,  though  thus  Ita- 
tioned,  the  admiralty  of  Great  Britain  did  not  give  them- 
(elves  the  trouble  to  find  out  the  force  of  this  fleet  *,  and 
though  the  admiralty  well  knew'  that  France  wa*«  preparing 
a land  force  to  embark  on  board  this  fleet  for  fom'?  holhiie 
expedition,  yet  they  did  not  find  $ut,  or  did  not  ;nform 
Colpoys  of  its  deftination.  In  confequencs  of  this,  the  A>eet 
having  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  Colpoys,  proceeded  to  Ire- 
land ; and  that  admiral,  when  he  found  they  were  gone, 
did  not  know  whither  to  follow  them.  Could  any  mftance 
of  negiedt  and  unlkilfulnefs  be  more  grofs,  efpecially  wheo’ 
England  has  fpies  in  France,  who  could  eafily  have  obtained 
information  of  its  deftination  ? 

What  then  did  admiral  Colpoys  do,  when  the  French  fleet 
efcaped  him  ? He  returned  quietly  into  Portfmcuth.  But 
it  was  necefi'ary  for  him  to  have  returned,  for  another  rea- 
fon  than  his  ignorance  of  the  French  fleets  deftination.  His 
fleet  had  been  victualled  but  for  a fix  weeks  cruize,  and  he 
had  been  now  at  fea  ten  weeks,  part  of  that  time  on  Abort 
allowance  of  water.  Could  there,  he  afleed,  be  a more 
flagrant  proof  of  negledt  than  not  to  have  fent  the  fleet  out 
on  fuch  a fervice  with  neceflary  ft  ores  ? With  refpe£t  to 
the  fa<ft,  there  were  not  probably  three  hundred  men  in  the 
Irifn  nation  whp  entertained  a doubt  of  it,  except  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Houfe.  What  was  the  next  proof  of  the  ne- 
gligence and  unfkilfulnefs  of  the  mmifter  ! When  at  length 
lord  h idport  had  f ot  himfelf  ready  for  fea,  he  was  fent  to 
tl  ‘V  of  Ireland,  inftead  of  going  to  the  pert  of  Breft, 
tc  - ocm!  the  French  fleet  on  its  return.  What  could 
f « her  more  vain  than  to  expeff,  that  the  remains  of  the 
Ax ti  L L '-Z  r red  by  a (form,  could  have  been  found  on  the 
Irifh  coaft ' Where  fhould  it  have  been  looked  for,  but  as 
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it  was  returning  to  the  port  which  it  had  left,  and  when  the 
fcattered  veffels  might  have  been  picked  up  one  by  one  ? 
As  to  the  home  defence — he  was  informed,  and  he  firmly 
believed,  that  if  5,000  men  had  effected  a landing  at  Ban- 
try,  it  would  have  been  impofiible  to  fave  Cork.  It  was 
known,  as  appeared  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  fpeech  at  the 
opening  of  the  feffion,  that  a defcent  was  meditated  ; and 
yet  in  December,  an  interval  of  three  months,  adminiftra- 
tion  had  no  magazines,  no  artillery,  and  very  few  troops  to 
oppofe  to  the  enemy.  Had  the  army  fharched  again  It  the 
enemy  in  the  fouth,  they  would  have  fallen  by  hunger  and 
cold  in  greater  numbers,  than  by  the  fword  of  the  enemy. 
.Such  conduct  in  the  administration  of  the  two  countries, 
would  lead  one  to  believe,  that  they  had  been  hefitating, 
whether  Great  Britain  or  this  country  Ibould  be  made  the 
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theatre  of  war,  and  that  they  had  at  lad  decided  for  the  lat- 
ter. In  this  inftance,  they  were  kindly  willing  to  allow  Ire- 
land a priority  ; in  every  other  (lie  was  to  labour  under  a 
mortifying  inequality.  In  privilege,  Ireland  was  to  be  for' 
ever  inferior  to  England  ; in  danger,  hazard  and  deftruc- 
tion  alone,  five  was  to  have  the  fuperiority.  The  admini- 
ftration,  by  fuch  condudt,  did  no  fervice  to  thofe  \vho  fent 
them  here  ; they  would  more  promote  the  honour  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  general  good  of  the  empire,  by  conciliatory 
meafures. 

He  confdled,  he  was  not  furprifed  at  this  mifcondudt  of 
adminiftration,  and  mifdiredtion  of  the  public  force  ; they 
came  in,  ill-omened  and  inaufpicious  ; ftained  with  falfhood, 
and  deftincd  to  blaft  the  hopes  of  the  largefl  body  of  the 
King’s  loyal  fuhjects.  But  he  would  be  much  furprifed, 
indeed,  if  the  Irifh  Commons  would  defert  their  duty,  by 
omitting  to  cenfure  their  negligence  and  guilt,  out  of  com- 
plaifance  to  any  minifter.  In  the  annals  of  no  country,  he 
contended  for  it,  could  there  be  found  an  inftance  of  ne- 
gle£t  Lv  grofs  or  fo  dangerous.  In  the  whole  province  of 
Munfter,  he  repeated  it,  there  were  not  to  be  found,  at 
the  time  of  the  invafion,  one  magazine,  nor  military  ftores 
of  any  kind,  to  laft  an  army  for  twenty  days  *,  though  they 
had  three  months  notice  of  the  intended  attack.  The  right 
bon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Pelham)  had,  on  a former  night,  call- 
ed on  the  Houfe  to  withdraw  their  confidence,  if  they 
thought  he  had  been  guilty.  He  now  brought  forward  a 
diredl  charge  againft  him  5 and  called  on  him  to  defend 
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himfelf,  if  he  could,  or  fubmit  to  the  cenfure  of  Parlia" 
merit,  which  he  had  challenged.  He  openly  declared,  that 
the  object  of  the  motion  was  to  cenfure  him,  and  to  trans- 
fer the  reins  of  government  to  hands  more  able  to  hold 
them.  None  furely  would  wifh  to*  fee  the  country  any  lon- 
ger eritrufted  to  fuch  men — even  fince  the  invafion,  what 
have  they  done  ? what  fteps  had  they  taken  to  fecure  this 
ifland  againft  another  attempt?  None.  rI  hefe  reafons, 
therefore,  without  entertaining  any  perfonal  diflike  to  any 
gentleman  concerned  in  the  adminiftration,  induced  him  to 
propofe  this  refolution.  He  then  moved  the  refolution,  of 
which  we  have  given  the  fubftance  above. 

Sir  H.  Langrishe,  after  observing  on  the  ill  effects  of 
agitating  inflammatory  fubjecds  at  this  time,  and  particular- 
ly thofe  of  parliamentary  reform  and  catholic  emancipation 
— oppofed  the  refolution. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Howarij,  as  being  a fcanfcn  by  profef- 
fion,  entered  into  a defence  of  the  admirals  and  the  admi- 
ralty. He  attributed  the  inability  of  admiral  Bridport  to 
stfTtft  this  country,  entirely  to  the  winds  and  accident,  and 
not  to  any  want  of  (kill  in  him  or  in  the  admiralty.  The 
people  of  England  .were  perfectly  fatished  of  this  *,  and  at- 
tributed no  fault  to  any  perfcn  on  that  misfortune.  In  his- 
opinion,  no  plan  could  be  more  wife,  than  that  which  had 
been  adopted  by  lord  Spencer  ; which  was,  to  have  a fleet 
at  the  port  of  Breft,  to  watch  that  of  France,  and  another 
at  Spithead,  to  fail  out  when  occaflon  might  require.  He 
contended,  in  oppofition  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Ponfonby* 
that  lord  Bridport  fhouid  not  have  gone  to  Breft,  to  inter- 
cept the  French  fleet  on  its  return,  but  rather  fhouid  have 
gone,  as  he  did  go,  to  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  where  he  had 
learned  that  the  French  fleer  was.  There  would,  indeed, 
have  been  good  ground  to  cenfure  him,  had  he,  according 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman’s  plan,  gone  to  Breft,  while  the 
French  fleet,  recovering  itfelf,  or  driven  by  the  wind,  fhouid 
have  gone  to  Galway,  or  to  the  north  coaft,  and  there  land- 
ed their  men.  With  refpect  to  the  prefent  defence  of  the 
country,  which  feemed  to  occupy  fo  much  ot  gentlemen’s 
attention,  he  was  furprifed  that  the  molt  lure  and  efle£lual 
fource  of  defence  was  overlooked  in  a great  meafure  ; that 
was,  the  wooden  walls  of  England.  It  was  tc  the  want  of 
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fucli  a defence,  or  rather  to  their  not  being  infular  like  us, 
that  the  countries,  which  France  had  conquered,  had  fallen. 
He  thought  alfo  we  might  place  very  confiderable  reliance 
on  an  army  from  Great  Britain,  in  cafe  of  a&ual  danger. 
Either  from  Briflol,  Liverpool,  or  Glafgow,  troops  might, 
at  all  times,  by  one  wind  or  another,  be  fent  to  this  coun- 
try in  a few  hours.  He  was  againft  the  refolution. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  fcarcely  have 
believed  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  fomething  of  a 
more  ferious  nature  to  urge  in  fupport  of  a refolution,  tend- 
ing to  ftigmatize  the  adminiftration  in  both  countries,  with 
neglect  and  incapacity.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  charges 
to  make  againft  the  adminiftration,  and  proofs  to  fupport 
them,  let  him  adduce  his  proofs;  but  let  him  not wafte  the 
time  of  the  Houfe,  and  poftpone  the  bulinefs  of  the  coun- 
try, in  making  vague  affertions  of  negligence  and  crime 
upon  gentlemen,  founded  only  on  common  rumour,  or  un- 
supported opinions*  He  could  not,  for  his  own  part,  en- 
gage in  a difiertation  on  taHics,  to  (hew  that  the  admiralty- 
had  acted  right  ; nor  did  he  believe,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  better  qualified  to  do  fo,  than  himfelf ; whatever, 
therefore,  his  private  opinion  might  be,  he  would  not  in- 
trude upon  the  Houfe  by  repeating  it ; but  he  would  requeft, 
if  the  hon.  gentleman  had  any  thing  folid  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe,  that  he  would  do  it  ; and  let  the  Houfe  come  to  a 
decifion  on  his  motion,  to  the  heft  of  their  judgment,  and 
then  proceed  to  the  real  bufinefs  of  the  country),  providing 
a fund  for  its  defence.  It  was  not  yet  too  late  to  put  the 
country  in  a high  ftate  of  defence,  if  gentlemen  would  go 
on  with  unanimity  and  fpirit. 

Mr.  Fletcher  vindicated  his  hon.  Friend,  who  had  pro- 
pofed  the  refolution,  from  the  charge  of  not  having  fup- 
ported  it  with  proof.  The  documents,  in  which  were  to  be 
found  all  the  proofs,  either  for  criminating  or  juftifying  mi- 
nlfters,  had  been  refufed  by  the  Houfe ; on  what  principle 
of  candour,  therefore,  couid  gentlemen  urge  a want  of  full 
proof  againft  the  refolution,  when  thofe  proofs  had  been 
withheld  ? If  adminiftration  were  confcious  of  their  own 
innocence,  they  would  cheerfully  have  brought  forward 
thofe  papers,  by  which  their  innocence  would  appear ; it 
was  therefore  to  his  mind  conclufive  evidence  of  their  guilt, 
that  they  ‘refufed  to  grant  thofe  papers.  The  only  proof 
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which  could  be  given  ofth’e  Criminal  negligence  of  adminL 
ftration,  with  regard  to  the  public  defence,  in  the  want  of 
thofe  documents,  had  been  given  byofriVhoril  Friend.  »The» 
idea  of  adminiltratioh  being  guilty  of : great  neglect  and 
grafls  mifmanagement  had  gone  abroad^  there  w&s"mOt  a 
man  in  the  country,  cut  of  thofe  walls,  who  did  not  believe 
it.  Here  was  general  opinion  againft  them  ; and  this  was 
the  only  proof  that  could  be  adduced  of  their  criminality, 
while  they  cautioufly  withheld  thofe  papers,  which  would 
either  confirm  or  refute  it.  Was  it  becaufe  they  concealed 
the  proofs  of  their  innocence,  that  they  were  not  to  be  ac- 
counted guilty  ? No,  certainly  ! There  was  no  underftand- 
ipg  w'hich'would  not  rather  infer  from  that  circumftance, 
that  the  charges  which  were  made  againA  them  were  true  ; 
becaufe,  if  they  were  not,  they  had  the  means  of  refuting 
them  in  their  own  power.  But  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
called  on  the  Houfe  to  proceed  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  coun- 
try; and  talked,  as  if  the  delay  of  public  bufinds  had  been 
created  by  gentlemen  on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe  ; was  it 
not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  left  the  country  and 
his  duty,  and  had  abdicated  the  government  for  five  weeks. 
Was  it  not  he  who  had  impeded  the  public  bufinefs  ? Why 
did  the  Houfe  adjourn  for  five  weeks?  Why  did  they  not, 
within  that  time,  engage  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  public  ? or 
rather,  why  did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  after  his  five 
weeks  abfence,  come  back  to  this  country,  without  bring- 
ing with  him  any  meafure  of  conciliation,  or  of  defence  ? 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  faid,  that  the  refolution  'refted 
only  on  bare  aflertions  *,  and  that  the  aflertions  of  one  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  were  equally  good  as  the  aflertions  of  the 
other  fide  ? The  aflertions  on  which  the  refolution  refled, 
were  fuch,  that  every  man  in  the  country  aflented  to  their 
truth  : and  as  for  the  old  cant,  that  fuch  queftions  as  thefe 
tended  to  agitate  the  public — he  would  alk,  is  there  nothing 
peculiar  in  thefe  times,  which  juftifled  members  in  getting 
up,  with  an  honeft  view,  to  cenfure  the  negledf  and  crimes 
of  adminiftration  ? For  his  part,  he  difclaimed  any  motive 
in  what  he  now  urged,  but  a zeal  for  the  public  fecurity. 
But  who  are  accufed  of  agitating  the  public  ? Look  at  your 
ftatute  book,  read  your  proclamations,  and  aik  who  agitates 
the  public  ? It  was  inflnuated,  the  Gentlemen  on  this  fide 
of  the.  Houfe  were  not  inclined  to  (Lengthen  the  hands  of 
gove/ament.  When  was  a meafure  for  giving  (Length  to 
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gPvernipervt  oppofed,?.  Had  not  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Pelham-)  jeeeivfM  from  that  lioufe  every  aid  which  he  call- 
ed dor  ? vvas  it  therefore  to  be  utiderftood,  that  Members  of 
tjisfc  lioufe  were  to;be  charged  with  lukewarmnefs  in  de- 
fence -of  the  country,  if  they  did  not  look  up  with  holy  Te- 
vereqee  „to  every  me  a Cure  of  the  adminiffration,  however 
wicked  Or  dangerous  ? . . 

'¥fifh;Fyfpe<S  to  the  refoiution,  he  gave  it  his  hearty  con- 
c;urrgftc<?*  One  fa£t  could  not  be  contravened,  viz.  that  for 
fevcnte^H '4-ays,  the  fleet  of  France  triumphantly  infulted 
the-  coaff  pf,  Ireland.  Another  facb  was  equally  certain — 
thaf  th.ey  got  back  to  Breft  in  fafety..  It  was  not  in  the: 
power  of  the  lioufe  to  dal!  for  documents  from  England^ 
by  v/hich'it  might  he  learndd  how  the  naval. force  of  the  em- : 
plre  had  been  diftributed  during  that  time-— but  thefe  fadfs 
were  of  themfelves  fufhcieutly  prominent'  to  fix  the  charge 
of  ncgleff.  As  to  the  home  force,  it  was  equally  certain, 
though  adminiftration  withheld  the  proofs,  that  the  country 
was  in  a defencelejs  ftate.  This  fact  ihould  be  cleared  up — r> 
government  ihould  eftfier  prove  it  was  inevitable,  or  they: 
Ihould  refign  the  care  of  the  country  into  other  hands,  more 
able  to  manage  its  concerns. 

Mr.  Ormsby  fakl,  this  motion  was  brought  forward  avow- 
edly from  party  motives,  The  queftion  which  was  meant 
to, be  decided  was,  whether  the  prefent  adminiftration,  or 
the  party  which  oppofed  them,  fhouid  be  the  minifters  ? — 
In  his  opinion,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  wmuld  make 
very  bad  military  nuniiters — two  of  thofe  hon.  Gentlemen 
not  having  yet  enrolled  their  names  among  thofe  who  offer 
themfelves  to  defend  the  country.  He  could  not  fee  how 
the  charge  of  flacknefs  could  be  applied  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion, with  refpedt  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  fince  the 
invafron.  Only  two  meafures  had  yet  been  offered  for  de- 
fence; and  of  thofe,  adminiftration  had  accepted  one,  (Sir 
Jehu  Blnquiere’s),  and  the  other,  (Sir  L.  Parfon’s,)  it  had 
not  accepted  ; becaufe  the  a£I  of  Parliament,  under  which 
the  yeomanry  are  embodied,  rendered  it  unneceffary.  If 
ibis  motion  was  carried,  what  would  be  the  confequence  to 
the  country?  The  hon.  Gentlemen,  on  the  other  fide,  com- 
ing into  power,  (which  was  a neceffary  confequence  of  this 
motion  being  adopted)  they  would  be  obliged,  by  their  en- 
gagements, to  repeal  the  Convention  Bill,  the  Gunpowder 
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Bill,  the  Sufpenfion  6f  the  Habeas  Corpus  -Aft.  ft  iink'ftti? 
difficult  to  forefee,  what  would  be  the  corfequence  of  fmh 
a meafure  at  tins  time  *,  but  even  thefe  were  not  the  woi  It 
— the  gentlemen  arc  bound  nlfo  to  ^’Parliamentary  Preform  : 
they  would  turn  the’ country  into  primary  aiiemblies  ; and 
in  that  fituation,  with  the  mob  ridifig  over  us,  t!  e French 
would  come  among  us.  It  was  provoking,  he  laid,  to  hear 
the  gentlemen  talking,  of  themfelves,  as  friends  to  the  conn- 
try*,  they  dub  themfelves  patriots — but  did  the  people  dub 
them  lb  ? he  believed  not.  He  had  this  evening  heard  that  a 
great  body  of  the  enemy  had  laid  down  their  arms  to  the 
united  loyalty  of  a number  of  men  in  the  lifter  country. 
Let  Ireland  be  united  in  loyalty,  and  avoid  being  led  away 
by  the  voice  of  party,  and  the  enemy,  fhould  they  VcrU’U.-rer 
to  attack  us,  wouid  fhare  the  fame  fate  as  their  brethren./' 

Mr.  'Curran  faid,  the  queftion  was  a fhort  and  fimple 
one — which  the  Houfe  was  to  confider,  “ Whether  the  de- 
fence of  this  country  had,  or  had  not,  been  neglefted  ?”— 
In  its  tendency,  it  went  to  fomenting  more  than  merely 
cenfuring  the  minifter — it  went  to  raife  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  by  flit  wing  them  either,  that  their  defence  was 
not  neglefted,  or,  that  if  it  was,  it  fhould  be  fo  no  more. 
The  general  opinion  certainly  was,  that  the  country  had 
been  neglefted,  and  the  country  hung  its  head  at  the  con- 
viftion.  If  that  opinion  was  not  well  founded,  if  the  mi- 
nifter was  not  deeply  ccnfcious  of  his  criminality,  he  would 
not  in  this  debate  have  remained  dumb.  He,  fo  accuftom- 
ed  to  introduce  himfelf  to  the  notice  of  the  Houfe,  on  every 
queftion,  where  he  ought  to  remain  fiient ; fo  ufed  to  prance 
before  them,  upon  every  petty  queftion  of  internal  regula* 
tiofi.  Mr-  Curran  now  took  a view  of  the  arguments  which 
had  been  ufed  ngainft  the  refolution  *,  and  placed  them  in 
fuch  a variety  of  ludicrous  views,  as  excited  feveral  peals  of 
laughter.  This,  Mr.  Curran  obferved,  was  no  declamatory 
queftion— it  faid  to  the  minifter,  “ you  had  no  force  to  op- 
pofe  to  the  enemy,  when  they  were  about  to  land  ; the  ene- 
my might  have  gone  to  Cork,  and,  unlefs  you  had  burned 
that  city,  as  you  intended  to  do,  the  enemy  would  have  got 
poifeHion  of  it.”  This  is  a fin’ ole,  plain  charge,  and  what 
anfwer  is  made  to  it  ? Why,  that  there  is  great  danger  in 
talking  of  Parliamentary  Reform  \ Is  that  an  anfwer?  But 
it  is  further  anfwered,  “ this  meafure  you  bring  for  ward. 
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in  ofrder  to  force  your(elves  into  place,  and  detract  from  the 
government.’*  Which  is  better,  that  the  cha- 
racter of  government  (hall  be  loft,  or  that  the  country  (hall 
be  deftroyed  ? It  was  faid,  that  this  motion  is  to  criminate 
— it  is  granted.  What  defence  have  adminiftration  to  make 
to  the  charge  ? Have  they  done  any  thing  for  the  country, 
even  fince  the  invafion  ? Gentlemen  who  fupported  this 
motion,  had  not  oppofed  any  meafure,  which  was  faid  to  be 
neceffary  for  adding  to  the  ftrength  of  the  country.  They 
had  not  oppoted  even  the  duty  on  fait ; they  had  agreed  in 
fqueezing  the  marrow  out  of  the  poor  man’s  bones  ; but 
they  defire  to  fee  that  it  be  applied  properly.  At  the  mo- 
ment when  the  expiring  flame  of  life  is  refufcitated,  once 
again,  perhaps  the  next  hour,  to  be  extinguifhed  for  ever, 
we  call  to  afk  what  has  been  done  ? We  call  on  the  minifter 
to  (late  what  he  has  done  ? If  he  refute,  and  fays  he  will 
not  expofe  the  ftate  of  the  country,  his  refufal  declares,  that 
nothing  has  been  done. 

M.r  Grattan  fpoke  warmly  indefence  of  the  refoluti- 
on.  The  circumftance  of  the  French  fleet  efcaping  two 
33,riti£h  fleets,  rifting  triumphantly  for  17  days,  and  getting 
back  unmolefted,  formed  a phenomenon  in  the  naval  hiftory 
of  Great  Britain  which  challenges  enquiry.  The  plea  urged 
in  excufe,  that  the  Admiralty  was  not  acquainted  with  the 
fteftination  of  the  French  fleet,  was  a great  aggravation  of 
the  negleCl — though  the  truth  of  the  plea  was  confirmed  by 
the  declaration  of  the  Britifn  Minifter,  that  the  report  of 
the  French  fleet  being  oft  the  coaft  of  Ireland  was  nothing 
more  than  the  phrenyy  of  common  fame.  He  dv/elt  on  the 
conduct  of  Adminiftration  in  refufing  the  papers  which  had 
been  called  for — and  confidered  it  as  evidence  of  their  cri- 
minality. Fie  faid  the  profeflional  gentleman  who  had  with 
io  much  zeal  undertaken  the  defence  of  the  Admiralty, 
bad  unfortunately  faid  little  to  the  purpofe  *,  he  had  told  the 
Houfe  that  it  was  better  for  Lord  Bridport  to  have  failed  to 
Ireland  than  to  Breft,  when  lie  learned  the  enemy  had  been 
on  the  coaft — but  that  v/as  not  the  difputed  point — the 
charge  was,  why  lie  had  not  failed  earlier  ? To  fome  infi- 
nuations  that  he  had  oppofed  the  yeomanry  corps  at  their 
commencement,  he  faid,  he  had  oppofed  the  firft  idea, 
■which  was,  having  theip  officered  by  Government,  and  on 
iA  principle  of  religious  diflindtion  j thefe  ideas  he  had  op- 
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pofcd,  ami  Government  Toon  became  convinced  that  their 
plan  in  thefe  alliances  was  not  practicable,  and  therefore 
they  gave  it  up.  With  refpeft  to  the  general  tenor  of  his 
conduct,  he  had  not  oppofed  any  meafure  neceffary  for 
giving  Government  fufheient  ftrength  to  defend  the  country 
— and  of  that  Adminillration  to  which  he  had  the  honour 
for  a Ihort  time  to  belong,  it  was  a principle  that  Ireland 
iliould  be  put  into  a Hate  of  powerful  defence.  Had  the 
meafures  and  principles  of  that  Adminillration  been  adher- 
ed to,  the  Houfe  would  not  now  be  fitting  night  after  night 
on  peddling  fchemes  of  defence,  nor  would  her  refources 
become  dependant  as  they  were  on  eleemofynary  offerings* 
Was  it  the  Gentlemen  of  Oppofition  who  fent  away  the 
artillery  ? Was  it  they  who  fent  away  the  regiments  of  the 
line  ? — or  ftripped  the  regiments  who  remained  of  their 
Hank  companies  ? No — if  their  advice  had  been  followed, 
thofe  troops  would  now  have  been  in  the  country,  and  the 
country  itfelf  wouid  be  invulnerable.  He  agreed  with  the 
Hon.  Gent,  who  faid  that  if  the  Oppofition  came  into  power, 
they  would  be  bound  to  give  the  people  the  meafures  they 
had  promifed,  and  among  thefe  a Reform  in  Parliament ; — 
but  that  Gent,  had  gone  beyond  the  truth  when  he  afferted 
this  meafure  would  throw  open  the  way  to  French  Govern- 
ment— it  was  one  thing  to  have  a full  and  fair  reprefentation, 
and  quite  another  thing  to  open  the  Government  tp  the  mad- 
nefs  of  the  French  politics — unlefs  Gentlemen  would  fay 
that  the  people  were  fo  fick  of  the  Conftitution,  from  the 
vices  which  had  been  bred  and  cherifhed  in  it,  that  they 
would  prefer  French  legillation  to  the  Conftitution  of 
England.  If  Gentlemen  faid  fo,  they  went  further  to  give 
a powerful  Itimulus  to  the  French  than  any  oppofition  could, 
ever  do. 

Mr.  CoRR¥-*/aid,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  con  flan: 
practice  of  Parliament  to  move  for  a vote  of  cenfure  fuch 
as  the  prefent,  without  giving  the  Minifters  a gain  It  whom  it 
was  moved  an  opportunity  of  defending  themfelves — -it  was 
indeed,  agreeable  to  that  practice  to  move  for  the  removal 
of  Minifters  as  having  loll  the  confidence  of  the  people,  but 
a vote  of  cenfure,  implying  a crime,  could  not  be  agreed  to 
without  a defence  from  the  accufed.  He  controverted  the 
polition  laid  down  by  Mr.  Grattan,  thitJis  Sect  of  the 
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enemy  having  attempted  an  invaflon  and  returned  without 
mo’effation  was  a lingular  fadt  which  called  for  an  enquiry 
— There  had  heen  upwards  of  twenty  invafions  fince  the 
Norman  conqueft,  of  which  many  had  been  efFedled  without 
any  hindrance  from  the  fleets  of  England — fome  of  thofe  in 
more  recent  times  he  mentioned,  as  that  by  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  in  the  reign  of  James  II.  who  effected  his  land- 
ing with  only  four  fhips  of  the  line,  though  he  had  been  de- 
tained in  the  Channel  fourteen  days  by  adverfe  weather — 
that  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  fbortly  after  with  upwards  of 
500  fhips  of  different  kinds,  all  of  which  reached  England 
without  being  obferved  by  the  Britifh  fleet — another  in  the 
yeign  of  King  William  of  14  fhips  of  the  line,  which  like- 
v/ife  efFedled  their  purpofe  without  difcovery  or  moleftation. 
As  to  the  motion,  he  a dented  to  the  dodlrine  that  Parliament 
had  a right  to  enquire  into  the  conduit  of  the  Execultve 
Government,  elfe  Ireland  had  not  the  Conftitution  of  Great 
Britain.  But  he  did  not  think  there  were  any  reafons  al- 
ledged  in  this  cafe  to  induce  them  to  exert  that  privilege. 
In  fail,  the  Hon.  Gent,  had  only  common  fame  to  urge  ; 
that,  he  converted  hrft  into  matter  of  fail  and  then  into 
matter  of  crimination  2 common  fame  he  would  allow  might 
be  very  fufficient  ground  for  inftituting  an  enquiry,  but  he 
appealed  to  the  Hon.  Member  himfelf  as  a lawyer,  whether 
it  was  fucii  matter  as  could  ground  a vote  of  cenfure  ? 

Sir  L.  Parsons  faid,  that  the  firft  objedt  of  this  motion, 
that  of  ccnfuring  the  Administration  of  England  for  their 
diftribution  of  the  Britifli*  fleet  cn  the  late  occafion,  he  could 
not  agree  to  ; he  did  not  think  the  Houfe  had  any  documents 
before  them  to  regulate  their  opinion  on  that  fubjedt.  This 
very  fubjedt  was  at  prefent  under  confderation  in  England, 
and  it  would  be  a ridiculous  fituation  into  which  the  Houfe 

fure  on  the  wrong 

: domeflic  defence 
of  the  country,  he  thought  it  was  not  as  it  ought  to  be. 
He  had  promifed  the  Houfe  on  a former  occafion,  that  he 
wmuld  not  take  a retrofpedt,  in  order  to  give  Adminiftration 
an  opportunity  of  amending  what  had  been  amifs,  and  he 
had  faid  that  if  the  Minifler  did  not  avail  himfelf  of  this,  and 
put  the  country  into  a fecure  Rate,  he  would  be  a guilty 
i jnan 


would  get  if  they  fhould  throw  the  cen 
perfon. 

As  to  the  fecond  objedt  of  cenfure— tin 
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.man — yet  fmcc  that  time  fix  weeks  had  elapfed,  and  he  had 
not  added  one  hundred  men  to  the  force  of  the  country. 
Who  would  fay  that  fuch  an  adminiftrajion  was  not  culpa- 
bly negligent  ? it  is  true  they  might  have  obtained  more  -ar- 
tillery, but  have  they  obtained  men  ? Have  they  procured 
money  ? No — they  have  exhaulted  the  bank  and  emptied  the 
„ Xreafury— and  in  the  whole  hebelived  them  one  of  the  mod: 
incompetent  and  impotent  Adminiflrations  that  ever  had 
the  concerns  of  a nation.  If  the  refolution  went  to  cen- 
fure  or  remove  them  alone  he  would  agree  to  it — fie  had 
no  objeftion  perfonally  to  the  men  who  compofed  Adminif- 
tration — but,  he  wtfhed  to  have  a coherent  and  efficient 
Adm in ift ration  who  fhould  be  able  to  procure  men  and 
money  for  the  falvation  of  the  country. 

Befides  the  gentlemen  whom  we  have  mentioned,  Sir  H. 
Cavendifh,  Sir  Boyle  Roche,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Ogle, 
Mr.  Barrington,  Sir  John  Blaquiere,  Mr.  Rocbfort,  Mr. 
Ofborne,  and  Mr.  Smith,  fpoke  againft  the  motion. 

For  it,  Mr,  Hoare  and  feveral  others. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  made  a very  able  reply. 

At  twelve  o’clock  the  queftion  was  put  on  Mr.  PonionbyVf 
^notion,  when  it  was  negatived  without  a divifion. 

The  Houfe  refolved  into  a Committee  of  Wavs  and 

Means,  and  went  through  fome  of  the  ordinary  bu.fi nefs. 

/ 

Houfe  refumed,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
gave  notice,  that  he  would  on  to-morrow  propofe  to  the 
Houfe  again  the  fubjeet  of  an  Open  Loan,  which  he  intend- 
ed to  have  done  this  day  but  for  the  length  of  the  preceding 
debate. 

Mr.  Hoare  obferving,  that  he  had  comm- nicated  with 
the  Coroners  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  who  now  attended  at 
the  bar  in  conftquence  of  the  order  of  Saturday  lad.  and 
finding  that  they  exprelfed  contrition  for  the  error  they  had 
Committed  (Mr.  PI.  fpoke  fo  low  we  could  not  iearu  what 
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the  offence  was)  moved,  that  the  order  for  their  appearance 
be  difcharged. 

Ordered  accordingly. 


■Tuesday,  February  28,  1797. 

Some  routine  bufinefs  being  gone  through,  the  Houfe  re- 
foived  into  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  propofed  his  pro- 
xnifed  loan.  He  obferved,  that  in  order  to  accommodate 
himfeif  to  the  fentiments  of  Gentlemen  who  had  oppofed 
the  propofal  for  a loan,  which  he  had  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Saturday,  he  had  made  feme  changes  in  the  terms 
which  he  then  mentioned. — His  idea  now  was,  after  con- 
futing feveral  of  the  monied  gentlemen,  and  in  particular  a 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  near  him,  [the  Speaker]  to  raife  the 
whole  furn  Decenary  on  treafury  bills,  bearing  intereft  at 
five  per  cent,  and  payable  in  five  years  ; and  inflead  of  giving 
a bonus  of  five  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  capital,  he  would 
now  give  a bonus  of  8 per  cent,  with  this  difference  from 
the  former  bonus  that  this  8 per  cent,  was  to  be  deduced 
from  the  capital.  By  this  plan  then,  the  lender,  on  giving 
92I,  would  be  entitiedtoa  treafury  bill  of  iool. 

After  fome  converfation,  in  which  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr. 
Egan,  Sir  John  Blaquiere,  and  Mr.  Corry  fpoke,  the  pro- 
portion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  agreed  to. 


ABSENTEE  TAX. 


Mr.  Vamdt.leur  faid,  the  tax  which,  in  the  prefen t ex- 
treme need  of  refources,  he  meant  to  propofe  to  the  Com- 
mittee was  one  which  would  afford  a very  confiderable  fup- 
ply;  but  the  advantages  which  it  offered  as  a meafure  of 
refource,  was  nothing  compared  with  what  it  promifed  as  a 
meafure  of  policy.  • ‘ 

In 
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In  the  year  1773,  a propofition  made  to  the  Houfe  011 
this  fubjecl,  had  met  with  a very  full  and  ample  difeuflion, 
lie  hoped  the  Right  Hon  Gent,  who  directed  Adminiftrati- 
011  in  this  country,  would  a£t  with  the  fame  moderation  as 
the  gentleman  who  then  prefided,  and  that  he  would  luffer 
the  Houfe  fully  and  impartially  to  confider  the  queflion.  He 
confeffed  himfelf,  indeed,  to  have  been  much  furpril'ed  at  the 
early  and  premature  opinion  which  that  Right  Hon.  Gent, 
had  expreffed,  relative  to  this  meafure,  on  the  evening  when 
his  intention  to  propofe  it  was  firft  mentioned  to  the  Houfe. 
He  hoped  that  on  a more  mature  confideration  of  the  fub- 
je£l,  he  had  changed  that  opinion.  When  the  meafure  was 
difeuffed  in  1773,  it  was  loll  by  a majority  of  no  more  than 
J4* 

At  that  time  Ireland  was  in  a fituation  very  different  from 
that  in  which  flie  now  Hood.  She  was  at  that  time  low  in 
thefcale  of  Europe,  flie  had  not  an  independent  legislature 
as  die  now  poffeffed,  nor  had  (he  either  the  trade  or  the  public 
fpirit  of  an  independent  nation.  He  hoped  that  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  Houle  would  evince  that  they  had  a mind  and 
principles  becoming  the  more  high  fituation  in  which  they 
now  flood.  At  that  time  arguments  might  be  ufed  againft 
this  meafure  which  would  not  now  apply.  The  rcfources 
of  Ireland,  at  that  time,  were  numerous,  flip  had  no  debt, 
and  her  taxes  were  but  little — at  prefent  every  article  was 
taxed,  and  the  country  was  (training  every  nerve  to  defend 
itfelf  again  a foreign  invafion. 

Our  debt  was  now,  including  that  which  we  were  now 
about  to  incur,  little  lefs  than  io,ooo,oool.  and  our  taxes 
about  2,ooo,oooh  Of  the  fum  to  be  this  year  raifed,  it  was 
neceffaryto  provide  for  the  intereft  ; but  where  could  it  be 
iound  ? The  fait  with  which  the  peafant  feafoned  his  potacoe 
was  to  be  reforted  to,  and  the  leather,  of  which  his  brogues 
were  made,  was  already  taxed.  Taxes,  too,  were  about  to 
be  impofed,  which  he  was  convinced  would  be  unproductive, 
becaufe  they  were  exceffive.  It  was  incumbent,  therefore, 
on  the  Houle,  to  feek  for  other  refources  ; when  he  looked 
around  for  thofe  refources,  he  met  one  flaring  him  in  the 
face,  and  as  a Right  Hon.  Bart,  had  faid,  011  a former  night, 
fcreeching  for  adoption. 

It  was  a tax  not  falling  on  the  miferable  peafant,  the  moff 
miferable  on  the  face  cf  the  earth,  but  on  the  wealth*,  and 
luxurious  part  of  the  community,  who  enjoying  great  pro- 
perty 
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pcrty  In  this  country,  were  bound  in  common  juft  ice,  to  pay 
for  the  protection  of  it.  It  had  been  faid,  in  oppofition  to 
a tax  on  Abfentees,  that  it  was  contrary  to  that  natural 
right  which  every  man  pofleffed,  of  redding  wherefoever 
he  pleafed,  and  {pending  his  money  where  his  inclination 
might  fuggeft.  He  granted  that  this  right  might  exift,  but 
it  was  only  like  every  ether  liberty  poflefled  by  man  in  {Gai- 
ety, under  the  regulation  oftthe  iegiflative  power  of  the  ftate 
to  which  he  belonged.;  that  «power  had  aright  to  limit  this 
natural  right,  and  no  limitation  could  be  more  reafonable 
than  that  the  perfon  enjoying  property  {hould  give  up  a por- 
tion of  that  property  for  the  protedion  of  the  reft.  We 
have  called  on  every  rank  of  men  in  this  country,  except  the 
Abfentee,  to  contribute  for  the  protection  of  property.  We 
have  called  on  the  peafant  to  contribute  by  a tax  on  his 
brogues — and  we  now  again  call  on  him  by  a tax  of  cent, 
per  cent,  on  his  fait.  Do  .the  Abfentee  proprietors  contri- 
bute to  any  thing  by  thefe  taxes  ? No — for  they  confume 
nothing.  We  have  alfo  taxed  the  higher  order  by  a duty  on 
their  wine  in  the  laft  vear — and  we  now  call  on'them  to  con- 
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tribute  again  by  another  duty  on  the  fame  article.  Do  the 
Abfentees  contribute  to  this  tax  ? No — to  none  of  the  taxes 
on  either  the  higher  or  the  lower  clafies  of  men  do  the 
Abfentees  contribute ; the  two  millions  of  taxes  are  paid  by 
the  refident  land-holder  and  the  peafant,  while  the  Abfentee 
enjoys,  in  another  country,  the  benefits  of  the  protection 
thus  procured.  It  was  therefore  not  a fair  argument,  as 
againft  this  meafure,  to  fay  that  men  may  live  and  fpend 
their  property  where  they  pleafe.  It  is  true  they  may  do 
fo,  but  it  is  equally  fair  that  they  {hould,  at  the  fame  time, 
pa y to  the  country  to  which  they  leave  the  defence  of 
their  property,  fomething  to  compenfate  for  that  benefit. 
At  prefent  the  Irifn  Abfentees  evade  all  taxes  to  this 
country  ; they  pay  neither  by  their  confumption,  nor  by 
that  more  important  benefit,  their  perfonal  influence  among 
their  tenantry  and  dependants. 

The  Abfentee,  by  having  his  landed  eftate  in  this  country, 
evades  the  payment  of  the  Englifh  land-tax,  and  other  direct 
taxes,  affecting  land — and  by  rending  in  England  he  evades 
ihe  taxes  ou  confumption  paid  by  the  refident  Iriih  proprie- 
tor; he  pays  neither  the  taxes  of  an  Englifhman  nor  an 
fvHhman — he  feems  to  belong  to  neither  country,  but  fuf- 
- ended  between  both  of  them. 


But 
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But  the  people  of  Ireland  arc  at  prefent  called  on  fof 
other  aids  to  the  State,  than  pecuniary  contributions — they' 
are  called  on  to  contribute  perfonal  fervice  for  the  fupport 
of  the  country.  Have  thofe  Gentlemen  contributed  in  that 
way  ? No — they  have'  not  encouraged  their  tenantry  to  arm 
for  the  common  defence — happily  they  needed  no  excite- 
ments ; but  have  they  made  an  offer  to  clothe  thefe  willing 
foldiers,  who  defend,  and  who  live  on  their  effates  ? have 
any  of  them  come  over  in  this  time  of  danger  to  appear  at 
their  head  ? No — they  have  contributed  to  the  defence  in 
no  way  whatever — and  therefore  nothing  could  be  more 
reafonable  than  to  feek  for  fome  mode  by  which  theie  men 
ihould  be  made  to  contribute  that  proportion  of  expence* 
which  in  jufticeand  reafon  they  were  bound  to  pay. 

I will  not  compel  them  to  live  in  Ireland,  but  fome  in-* 
ducemens  ought  to  be  held  out  to  them  to  perform  thofe 
focial  functions,  which  every  man  owes  to  the  Society  or 
which  he  is  a member,  the  feveral  duties  of  a benevofcn.t  and 
attentive. landlord,  and  of  an  adfive  and  intelligent  magis- 
trate. 

But  thofe  Gentlemen  who  contend  that  the  Englifh  Ab- 
fentee  has  a right  to  migrate  and  to  fpend  in  foreign  countries 
the  fruit  of  Irifh  indultry,  are  not  equally  anxious  to  defend 
the  right  of  the  poor  man  to  migrate  *,  and  yet,  his  right  to 
feek  a better  livelihood  on  a foreign  fhore,  is  to  the  full  as 
ftrong  and  as  facred  as  that  of  the  wealthy  landlord.  We 
have  laws  which  prevent  the  artificer  from  quitting  his 
country  *,  and  the  laws  are  wife  and  neceffary  *,  they  are, 
neverthelefs,  a reftridiion  of  his  natural  right,  and  fuch  a 
reftri&ion  as  will  be  equally  affe&ed  by  the  obje&ion  which 
is  made  in  favour  of  the  abfentee  landlord. 

Another  objection  has  been  made  on  a former  occafion 
to  this  tax,  namely,  that  it  was  one  which  could  not  be  of 
fervice  in  the  prefent  demand  for  an  immediate  fupply,  be- 
caufe  it  could  not  be  productive  until  the  expiration  of  a 
year.  This  obje&ion  was  anfwered,  by  confidering  that, 
though  the  money  wanted,  rnuft  be  immediately  had,  yet 
it  is  the  intereft  of  that  fum  which  is  to  be  provided  for  by 
taxes,  and,  therefore,  this  tax  furnifffng  a fund  for  that 
purpofe,  did,  in  fa£t,  provide  for  the  immediate  neceffity, 
by  Supplying  means  to  defray  the  expence  of  it. 

The  produce  of  this  tax  he  eftimated  at  150,000!.  In 
the  year  83,  an  elHmate  had  been  made  of  the  money  drawq 
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away  by  the  abfentee  landholders.  At  that  time  they 
amounted  in  number  to  three  hundred  and  ninety  four,  and 
their  rental  was  eftimated  at  i, 227,4801.  Some  of  the  then 
abfentees  have  fince  that  time  returned,  but  many  had  alfo 
migrated  within  that  period.  So  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
eftimate  of  83  might  be  tolerably  accurate  for  the  prefent 
day,  as  to  the  number  of  abfentees  ; with  ~ :fpe£I  to  their 
rental,  it  mull  be  defective,  becaufe  .fince  hat  time  lands 
in  this  country  had  rifen,  by  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  corn 
Jaws  and  other  caules,  nearly  one  third,  certainly  one 
fourth  of  their  value.  He  therefore  eftimated  the  prefent 
rental  of  the  abfentees  at  1,500,0001.  on  which  fum  a tax 
of  2s.  in  the  pound  would  give  150,0001. — T his  fum,  in 
time  of  peace,  would  enable  the  government  to  eafe  the-' 
people  of  thofe  mo  ft  oppreflive  taxes,  that  on  fait,  and  that 
on  leather  ; at  prefent  it  would  enable  them  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  moment  with  fpirit  and  efFedf. 

But  its  beneficial  efFedf,  as  to  finance,  vanifned  from  our 
view  when  compared  with  the  policy  of  the  meafure.  He 
obferved,  that  all  the  difturbances  which  had  taken  place  in 
this  country  for  half  a century,  and  which  had  difgraced  its 
character,  and  checked  its  growth,  had  uniformly  been  found 
to  commence  on  the  lands  of  abfentees.  Thofe  difturban- 
ces, no  man  of  impartial  mind,  and  common  underftanding, 
could  attribute  to  any  thing  but  the  abfence  of  thofe  men, 
who,  by  their  authority  as  landlords  and  as  magiftrates, 
would  have  curbed  the  licentious  fpirit  of  the  diforderly,  and 
by  a£ls  of  munificence  and  kindnefs,  would  have  removed 
the  caufes  of  difcontent,  would  have  encouraged  and  re- 
warded induftry  *,  infteadof  that,  the  obje£i  of  the  Abfentee 
is  now  merely  toextradl  as  much  as  he  can  from  the  land  j 
hence  the  frequent  fales  of  land  with  which  the  Irifh  newf- 
papers  were  filled,  and  by  which  the  peafant  was  frequent- 
ly turned  out  from  his  cottage  or  his  farm,  deprived  of  the 
advantages  even  of  a Polifh  Have — a fettled  habitation. 

It  would  be  obje&ed  that  this  would  deprefs  the  value  of 
lands.  He  thought  the  contrary  efieef  would  follow  from  it, 
for  this  meafure  would  tend  to  quiet  for  ever  thofe  diftur- 
bances which  hitherto  have  kept  Irifh  lands  fo  much  be- 
neath the  value  of  thofe  in  England.  It  is  not  attachment 
to  our  foil,  or  affection  towards  our  people,  that  induced  the 
foreign  purchafcr  to  come  to  our  market — his  objedf  is  to 
obtain  a large  revenue  from  his  purchafe,  and  nothing  de- 
preciates 
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predates  tlie  value  of  the  purchafe  fo  much  as  thofe  partial 
and  local  iufurredlions,  which  have  almod  continually  dif- 
tra&ed  this  country  for  the  lad  fifty  years.  What  other 
caufe  can  occafion  the  difference  of  the  value  of  land  in 
England  and  Ireland,  but  the  uncertainty  of  the  regular 
receipt  of  the  income.  Previous  to  this,  gentlemen  were 
fatisfied  with  thred  per  cent,  in  the  Britifli  funds  *,  and  can  we 
doubtthefe  monied  men, wpuldal ways  havepreferred  thefolid 
and  able  fecurity  of  Ireland  to  the  paper  fecurity  of  England 
— if  the  diftradled  date  of  the  country  had  not  excited  fears 
on  their  minds  concerning  the  permanence  of  this  fecurity  ? 
This  meafure,  by  inducing  the  Abfentecs  to  return  home, 
and  refide  in  the  country,  will  tend  more  to  tranquillize  it, 
than  all  the  fanguinary  penal  laws  that  you  can  devife,  and 
it  will  thereby  raife  the  value  of  your  lands  more  to  an  equa- 
lity with  thofe  of  England.  Another  objection,  frequently 
urged  againft  the  meafure,  was  equally  flimfy — that  it  would 
lead  to  a land-tax  : — it  would  with  much  more  probability 
prevent  the  neceffity  of  one,  a meafure  which  would  be 
the  confequence,  if  ever  it  was  adopted,  of  extreme  po- 
verty to  the  (late,  and  which,  therefore,  this  tax,  by  fur- 
nilhing  Government  with  a very  confiderable  fund,  would 
tend  to  prevent. 

But  the  exigencies  of  the  times  and  the  urgent  demand  for 
money,  have  made  us  recur  to  a mode  of  railing  it,  whofe 
confequences  unlefs  counteracted,  mull  be  moll  pernicious 
to  this  country.  This  nation  young  in  trade,  and  limited 
in  capital,  has  been  uable  to  fuppiy  funds  adequate  to  the 
preffure  of  the  moment  : we  have  been  obliged  to  borrow  in 
England,  and  confequently  a new  drain  for  our  circulating 
money  is  now  opened  to  us.  The  interell  remitted  annual- 
ly to  London  in  January  was  1 8 1 7ooch — we  have  fence  agreed 
to  borrow  and  pay  an  interell  of  272,00c!. : we  will  pro- 
bably have  to  pay  400,0001.  iritered  money  at  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  if  this  ruinous  and  difaftrous  war  afflicts  this 
country  another  year,  we  cannot  look  to  a lefs  annual  re- 
mittance than  6 or  700,0001. — Now  this  remittance  added  to 
that  made  to  the  Abfentees,  will  raife  our  annual  drain  of 
the  money  of  this  country  to  the  alarming  amount  of  two 
millions  of  money.  The  annual  balance  of  our  trade  in  the 
mod  profperous  year  of  peace  did  not  exceed  1,500,000!. 
The  evident  effedl  mud  be  to  turn  the  balance  of  remittance 
againd  us,  and  indead  of  deriving  wealth  and  profperity 

from 
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from  our  balance  of  trade,  the  whole  circulating  money  of 
our  country  will  be  fent  abroad,  and  not  a guinea  will  be 
left  for  the  internal  commerce  of  the  nation — the  rate  of 
exchange  will  rife  fo  high,  that  our  whole  fixed  capital  will 
be  melted  down  to  obtain  (he  means  of  this  remittance — the 
ruin  and  extinction  of  the  trade  of  this  country  muft  be  the 
neceflary  and  unavoidable  confequerice  of  our  prefent  fyf- 
tem,  unlefs  you  adopt  fu'ch  measure's  as  may  counteract  its 
mifehief.  The  payment  of  the  Englifh  in terelt  I deem  fo 
facred  a trull  veiled  in  the  Leglflature  of  this  country,  that  f 
am  confident  no  man  will  ever  degenerate  fo  much  from  the 
native  generofity  and  honour  of  the  nation,  a’s  even  to  hint 
to  violate  it. 

He  concluded  by  calling  again  oil  the  Secretary,  not  to 
oppofe  his  influence  as  a Mini  Her  iri  this  queftron',  which 
he  contended  was  only  a meafure  of  dofrieftic  arrangement, 
or  protect  a Britifh  fa&ion  niere'fy  beeaufe  they  were  con- 
nected with  a Britifii  Minifter.  He  then  moved,  “ That  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  a tax  of  2S.  in  the 
pound  fhould  be  levied  on  all  rents  belonging  to  perfons  who 
thould  be  abfent  from  this  country  more  than  fix  months,  in 
each  year,  perfons  holding  naval  or  military  fituations  abroad 
being  excepted.” 

Lord  Loftus  declared  himfelf  entirely  in  favoirr  cf  tlie 
meafure,  as  one  of  good  juliice  and  policy. 

Sir  J.  Blaquiere  acknowledged  himfelf  a friend  to  fhte 
principle  of  an  Abfentee  Bax,  but  denied  that  he  called  upon 
the  Iloufe  to  adopt  fuch  a meafure  ; he  had  only  exprciTed 
his  furprife,  that  feme  friend  of  the  Ablentees  did  not  pro- 
pofe  it — but  even  if  he  had,  he  would  not  be  afhamed  ta 
change  his  opinion  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours  if  he 
faw  good  reafon  •,  and  now  he  laid  he  thought  the  meafure 
cj*^ht  not  to  be  prefied,  beeaufe  it  was  not  likely  to  be 
carried-  In  1773,  when  he  made  an  apology  for  the  Minifter 
in  this  country,  the  meafure  had  been  loudly  called  for — he 
had  negociateJ  with  the  Britifh  .Minifter  about  the  adoption 
of  ir,  and  had  got  permiflion  to  give  it  at!  the  fupport  of 
Government,  vet  on  a full  difeuftion  of  the  queftion  it  was 
loft  by  a majority  of  14-  Since  that  time  it  had  been  brought 
forward  twice  and  was  rejefted  by  very  large  majorities.— 

fuc h had  been  the  fate  of  the  meafure  then,  in  a time  of 
rr-r.Gi’;ditV.  and  when  it  was  forwarded  by  the  influence  of 
h Adminiftration, 
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Adminiflration,  it  could  have  but  little  chance  of  fucccfs 
now  that  the  enemy  was  on  our  coaft,  and  when  the  exerti- 
ons of  the  lloufe  ihould  be  directed  folely  to  the  object 
of  defence. 

Colonel  M ‘Donnell.  I have  paid  a good  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  the  reafons  which  the  Horn  Gentleman  has  adduced 
in  favour  of  the  meafure  he  brings  forward,  the  fubjedt  is 
extremely  popular,  and  I rather  think  that  on  this  occafion, 
the  Hou.  Mover  has  not  given  his  talents  or  his  judgment 
fair  play,  and  has  paid  rather  more  attention  to  the  popularity 
ot  the  fubjedl,  than  to  the  period  he  brings  it  forward,  or  to 
the  probable  confequences  that  would  attend  its  being  palled 
into  a law. 

The  Hon.  Gent,  has  laid  much  flrcfs  and  feemed  very 
fenfibly  to  feel  the  fituation  of  the  country,  and  the  necedity 
there  was  for  putting  it  immediately  into  the  belt  polTible 
Hate  of  defence — he  lias  more  than  once  exprefted  his  fen- 
timents  on  that  fubjedl,  and  has  now  told  you  that  a feroci- 
ous foe  is  hanging  on  your  coaft;  and  what  means  does  he 
propofe  to  you  to  refill  and  repel  this  ferocious  foe — a tax 
which  if  it  was  to  pafs  would  not  certainly  have  operation  in 
lefs  than  12  months — Sir,  I agree  molt  perfectly  with  the 
Right  Hon.  Member  who  fpoke  lalt,  that  much  of  the  time 
of  this  Houfe  has  been  lately  taken  up  in  very  unneceiTary 
debate  ; fome  part  of  that  time  has  been  taken  up  in  the 
agitation  of  mifehievous  motions,  from  which  no  good  couid 
poflrbly  arife. 

The  ngcefTity  of  arming  the  country  is  admitted  by  every 
one  who  conuders  its  fituation,  but  the  means  have  never 
been  provided  to  do  fo—  to  what  end  do  you  pafs  refolutiono 
for  defence,  or  call  on  the  Adminiftratioh  to  make  exertions, 
if  you  withhold  the  means. 

Sir,  the  Hon.  Mover  has  declared  that  on  the  late  invafion, 
none  of  the  abfentce  landlords,  the  obj eels  of  this  refoluti- 
011,  came  forward,  or  in  any  ftage  contributed  to  defend 
their  country — I will  beg  that  Hon.  Gent,  to  recoiled*:  that 
many  of  thofe  gentlemen  lie  alludes  to,  have  large  landed 
properties  in  England  as  well  as  in  Ireland,  and  that  although 
their  principal  refidence  is  England,  tliev  have  the  welfare  of 
Ireland  as  much  at  heart  as  if  they  were  totally  refident  in  it. 
Sir,  many  of  thofe  gentlemen  have  been  born  in  England 
— from  their  ear  lie  ft  and  ftron'geft  connexions  there,  it  is 
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therefore  natural  that  although  they  have  property  in  thi;} 
country,  they  fhould  prefer  to  refute  in  England — but.  Sir, 
I fay  that  thole  gentlemen,  having  public  duties  to  fulfil,  and 
many  of  them  being  in  high  fituations,  have  opportunities  of 
affording  timely  and  effectual  fupport  to  this  kingdom,  when 
any  quefiion  comes  to  be  agitated  in  which  his  rights  and  in- 
terefts  are  materially  concerned. 

Si-',  I think  it  degrading  and  humiliating  to  this  kingdom 
£o  conlpei  any  perfon  having  property  in  it  to  become  refi- 
dent.  It  is  the  abfolute  inherent  right  of  every  free  fubjedt 
to  choofe  his  habitation  and  eftablifh  his  refidence  in  any  part 
of  Ids  Majefty’s  dominions  he  may  think  proper,  and  that 
the  impofition  of  a fine  or  coercion,  by  the  operation  of  a 
partial  tax,  is  a dire£l  fubverfion  of  that  right. 

Sir,  if  i had  none  of  thofe  objections  which  Iliave  now 
Hated,  I fhould  oppofe  the  mealure,  becaufe  I think  it  a 
mod  improper  time  to  bring  it  forward,  the  manifeft  ten- 
dency of  the  bill  would  be  to  lefftn  the  value  of  landed 
property  in  Ireland  by  the  propofed  reflridlions — of  courfe 
to  leflen  the  intercourfe  with  Great  Britain — and  Sir,  I 
think  it  fhould  be  the  objedl  of  every  man  who  willies  well 
to  his  country  to  flrengthen  the  connexion  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  by  every  tie  of  filtered  and  affection. — • 
Sir,  I think  this  bill,  if  it  palled,  would  be  a breach  of  national 
faith,  and  a fraud  upon  the  purenafers  of  land  in  this 
kingdom  — I confider  it  as  unjuil  and  impolitic,  and  I fhalf 
give  it  every  re fi fiance  in  my  power. 

Mr.  Cavendish  was  againft  the  meafure,  as  being  unjuft, 
unconditional  apd  impolitic  ; — unjuil,  as  being  a partial 
tax — unconflitutional,  as  reflraining  natural  liberty — and  im- 
politic, as  going  to  deter  Grangers  from  veiling  their  pro- 
perty in  this  country. 

Mr.  Alexander  faid  this  propofition  was  the  weaked 
catch  at  popularity  and  the  molt  mifehievons  in  its  effe&s 
that  could  be  deviled. — It  was  urged  at  a time  the  molt  im- 
proper of  all  others — a time  when  the  country  was  calling 
on  England  to  gurantee  our  debt,  and  when,  therefore, 
fuch  a meafure  as  this  tending  to  diminifli  by  one-tenth  the 
fund  which  was  her  fecurity  mull  induce  her  to  refufe  fuch 
an  interference  on  our  behalf.  It  was  a mealure  founded  on 
the  principle  of  plunder — expediency.  It  was  a partial  tax, 
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which  might  flatter  the  public  by  pretending  to  throw  tfic 
burthen  off  their  (houlders  on  thofe  of  a particular  clafs  or 
men  ; — but  the  principle  of  the  meafure  would  foon  reach 
other  dcfcriptions  : — if  it  was  confideretl  right  that  the  Ab- 
sentees fhould  contribute  as  a diflrndt  body  of  men,  it  would 
foon  be  found  convenient  that  the  clergy  lliould  likewife  be 
made  to  contribute  as  a diflinH  body — and  after  the  clergy, 
the  principle  would  next  be  applied  to  the  landholders.  This 
tax  was  objectionable  from  the  difficulty  of  its  collodion, 
and  would  ultimately  render  necefl'ary  a regiftry  of  all  the 
lands  in  the  kingdom.  Without  it  the  tax  could  not  at  all 
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be  levied,  and  even  with  it,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  avoid 
fraud.  It  would  alfo  go  to  the  ruin  of  trade  and  credit  by 
diverting  the  cafh  of  the  country  from  commercial  purnofes  ; 
for,  by  throwing  i-6th  of  the  land  of  the  country  into  the 
market  (for  at  fo  much  was  the  Abfentee  rental  eftimated, 
though  he  did  not  believe  it  was  fo  much),  it  would  fo  di- 
minilh  the  price  of  land,  that  every  man  would  veil  his 
money  in  land,  rather  than  hazard  it  in  commercial  fpecu- 
lation.  Money  at  prefent  was  worth  8 per  cent. — this  mea- 
fure  would  raife  it  to  20  per  cent.  Among  its  other  mif- 
chiefs  it  would  deffroy  public  credit,  for  public  credit  refts 
ou  the  good  faith  of  the  public  *, — if  the  public  faith,  then, 
be  violated,  that  credit  falls  : — but  this  meafure  lie  thought 
as  flagrant  a breach  of  public  faith  as  could  be  committed- 
againft  the  purchafer  of  the  lands  on  which  the  tax.  would 

fell. 


Sir  J.  Macartney  faid,  that  if  he  wanted  a reafen  to 
urge  in  fupport  of  the  tax,  it  had  been  given  to  him  by  the 
Hon.  Gent,  who  lpoke  laft,  when  he  e Hi  mated  the  Abfen- 
tee rental  at  fomethinsr  under  i-6th  of  the  landed  oronerty  0; 
the  kingdom.  Was  it  at  a moment  when  the  Houfe  did  hot 
know  where  fo  look  for  funds  to  defend  the  country,  that 
1 -6th  of  the  rental  of  the  country  lliould  be  left  untaked, 

4 r 

while  the  relt  was  fo  heavily  burdened.'  The  tax  propoled, 
however,  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  of  2s.  in  the  pound  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  but  a half  meafure — 45.  in  the  pound 
Would  have  been  too  little,  in  order  to  ext  raff  from  the 
Abfentee  the  full  proportion  of  contribution  which  he  owes 
to  the  public. — Thofe  Gentlemen  have  already  done  more 
mifehief  to  Ireland  than  they  can  ever  do  it  good  by  any* 

anceftors  were  aware  of  the  mifehief, 
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and  had  provided  a remedy  againft:  it. — [Here  lie  read  an 
extradl  from  Sir  John  Davis’s  State  of  Ireland,  in  which  he 
fpeaks  of  the  tnifchiefs  which  had  arifen  from  the  abfence  of 
the  great  landlords,  and  referred  to  fome  ftatutes  which 
had  been  enabled  to  prevent  the  abufe].  He  then  went  on 
to  prove  that  the  eftates  of  the  Abfentees  have  always  been 
the  places  where  infurredlion  had  arifen,  and  fedition  been 
eheriihed — and  as  an  inftance,  he  mentioned  Belfaft,  the 
principal-  refidence  of  the  United  Irillimen,  who  had  invit- 
ed the  invafion. — He  then  entered  into  calculation  to  prove 
that  a tax  of  even  four  fiddlings  in  the  pound  vrould  not  pay 
the  proportion  which  the  Abfentees  fhould  contribute  to  the 
experree  of  tb.e  country,  reckoning  the  taxes  now  paid  at 
2,987,000!.  and  the  prefent  contribution  of  the  Abfentee 
in  quit-rents  (the  only  way  in  which  they  did  contribute) 
at  12,900!.  per  annum.  He  compared  the  fituation  of  this 
country  now  with  what  it  was  in  1773,  to  prove  how  much 
more  neceffary  the  meafure  is  now  than  then,  when  it  was 
loft  only  by  a majority  of  fourteen ; and  argued,  that  a tax 
on  abfentee  landlords  was  more  equitable,  than  on  places 
and  pennons  j as  thefe  lait  are  derived  from  the  crown,  for 
ferviees  performed,  or  fuppofed  to  be  performed  ; whereas 
the  abfentees  hold  their  land  from  the  crown  alfo,  but  with- 
out any  pretence  to  fervice,  unlefs  through  the  merits  of 
anceftors. 

Sir  Boyle  Roche  was  againft  the  meafure  ; as  was  Sir 
'Henry  Cavendifti,  who  read  apaflage  from  Gil  Bias  in  fup- 
oort  of  his  opinion. 

Sit  F.  Flood  rofe  and  faid,  that  as  many  gentlemen  had‘ 
committed  much  wafte  of  time  for  feveraKfucceftive  nights^ 
pa  ft,  in  moving  abftraCf  and  inflammatory  meafures,  tho* 
not  fo  intended  by  the  honourable  movers  of  them  ; and 
in  freaking  to  any  thing  but  the  queftion — he  hoped  the 
Houfe  would  indulge  him  in.  his  fmall  portion  this  night  ; 
but  aflured  the  Houfe,  he  would  confine  himfelf  to  the 
queftion  really  before  them. 

He  faid,  it  was  a meafure  which,  in  the  firft  confufed 
bluih  of  it,  charmed  and  captivated,  and  had  almoft  ar- 
refted  him,  till  he  confidered  confequences,  and  prefent 
^critical  fituation  of  public  affairs,  which  required  union  and 
energy  ; and  that  v/e  fiiould  not  adopt  meafures,  that  may 

divide 


r 3§9  ] 

divide  and  four.  That  fuch  a meafure  would  greatly  reduce 
the  price  of  lands  in  this  kingdom,  and  diftrefs  the  needy, 
and  would  fail  upon  the  yeomanry  and  tenantry,  who  were 
bound  by  their  leafes  to  pay  fuch  taxes  as  may  be  impofed  ; 
and  added  many  other  necefiary  refuking  confequences  at 
this  momentous  cribs.  He  named  feveral  noblemen,  who, 
though  abfentees,  had  expended  very  large  fums  in  the  im- 
provement of  this  country,  and  to  affift  the  inhabitants  of 
it ; fuch  as  the  Duke  of  Devonfhire,  Marquis  of  Uown- 
Ihire,  and  Earl  Fifzwilliam,  upon  whom  he  pronounced  a 
high  panegyric  ; and  who,  he  fuid,  was  not  only  the  be  ft 
of  landlords,  but  when  the  enemy  hovered  round  our  coaft, 
and  threatened  invafion  and  defolation.  wrote  to  his  agent 
here,  that  he  would,  if  necefiary,  come  over  to  head  his 
numerous  tenantry  ; and,  in  the  mean  time,  ordered  5001. 
to  be  given  to  his  yeomanry  corps,  in  order  the  better  to 
accoutre  them  * a fyltem  of  protection  and  defence  wifely 
inftituted  by  Earl  Camden,  to  whom  this  country  owes 
much  for  fuch  a fyflem,  and  for  his  unwearied  exertions  in 
the  hour  of  danger,  and  who  is  the  defeendant  of  liberty  1 
and  conftitution.  He  added,  that  effeClual  defence  again  It 
a ferocious. enemy,  fhould  be  our  chief  objeCl,  and  other  ab- 
ftraCl  meafures  poftponed.  He  was  much  afraid  that  a 
partial  tax.,  like  the  one  propofed  (however  juft  in  its  prin- 
ciples) might  lead  to  a general  land  tax,  which  he  abhorred  ; 
therefore  he  could  not  give  a hafty  alien t to  fuch  a propofi- 
tion  as  the  pvefent,  efpecially  at  this  jun&ure,  though  at, 
fome  future  period,  lie  may  think  better  of  it0 

Mr.  Smith  fupporied  the  motion.  The  tax  propofed,  lie 
confidered  as  one  of  the  moft  eligible  ; being  impartial,  not 
tending  to  abridge  the  comforts  of  the  poor,  and  yet  pro- 
ductive. It  had  alio  the  very  lingular  recommendation,  that 
whether  productive,  or  not,  in  a way  of  revenue  it  was  ne- 
ccfiarily  beneficial  ; and,  perhaps,  the  lei's  revenue  it  pro- 
duced, the  more  falutary  would  be  its  operation  ; as  it  muft, 
in  that  cafe,  bring  home  to  the  country  thofe  men,  whole 
influence  and  authority  would  powerfully  tend  to  preferve 
the  tranquillity,  and  promote  the  bell  interefts  of  the  bate. 
It  was  abfurd,  he  faift,  to  argue  again (l  the  tax,  as  being  a 
violation  of  natural  liberty.  .Society  was,  by  its  necefiary 
conftitution,  a check  and  reftri&ion  of  that  natural  liberty. 
The  argument,  therefore,  went  againlt  all  the  inftitution 
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of  focie'ty,  as  well  as  againft  this  meafure.  The  poor  man 
had  as  good  a right  to  eat  his  fait  without  reftriblion  or  im- 
port, as  the  rich  man  had  to  fpend  his  fortune  in  luxuries 
unreftrained  in  a foreign  country.  Yet,  gentlemen  made 
no  objection  on  the  ground  of  natural  liberty  to  the  tax  on 
the  poor  man’s  fait  ; neither  fho.uld  they  now  object,  on 
that  ground,  to  the  tax  on  the  rich  man’s  land,  who  con- 
tributed no  other  way  to  the  ftate  which  protected  him.  It 
was  faid,  that  the  landholder  had  a right  to  refide  where  he 
pleafed— true  ! he  had — but  it  was  alfo  right  that  he  fhould 
pay  for  the  defence  of  his  property.  This  tax  was  not  a pe- 
nalty on  the  rich  abfentee  for  refiding  abroad  *,  it  was  only 
taking  away  that  exemption,  which  he  had  fo  long  enjoyed, 
from  contributing,  like  other  fubjedts,  to  the  expences  of 
the  Bate.  He  denied  that  this  tax  was  partial  •,  it  only  went 
to  make  the  per  Tons  on  whom  it  fell,  pay  their  proportion, 
or  forne  part  of  it,  to  take  away  an  unreafonable  exemption 
from  payment,  which  had  been  long  enjoyed  ; and  therefore 
as  it  did  not  go  to  impofe  any  peculiar  burden  on  thofe  who 
were  to  be  affected  by  it,  it  could  not  be  partial ; though  the 
mode  by  which  it  thus  operated,'  was  peculiar  to  them.  On 
the  whole  then,  he  could  not  refufe  his  a Tent  to  a meafure 
which  was  fo  equitable  in  its  tendency,  and  which,  in  either 
alternative  of  its  producing,  or  not  producing,  revenue, 
mult  be  beneficial- 

Mr.  Curran,  in  a (fort  fpeech,  fupported  the  motion  ; 
as  did  Mr.  Brooke,  as  a moil  juft  and  neceft'ary  meafure. 

Mr.  Egan  faid,  that  in  whatever  light  he  confidered  this 
meafure,  whether  as  a legiflator,  a lawyer,  or  a politician, 
it  has  his  molt  hearty  approbation.  As  a legiflator,  he  con- 
fidered it  right  to  make  thofe,  who  were  protected  by  the 
uate,  contribute  to  its  expences  ; as  a lawyer,  he  found  it 
recognized  by  the  conftitution,  that  the  liberty  of  migrat- 
mg  might  be  Yeftridted,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  weal, 
as  appeared  by  the  exiitence  of  the  writ,  Tie  exeat  regno  ; 
and  as  a politician,  he  approved  the  meafure,  becaule  jt 
vent  to  conciliate  the  public  mind,  by  Brewing  the  inde- 
pendence and  impartiality  of  the  legiHature. 

Mr.  Barrington  applauded  the  principles  of  the  tax,  as 
founded  in  juflice  and  good  policy  \ yet,  he  would  prefs 
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the  hon.  Gentleman,  for  the  prefent,  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, as  ther»s  appeared,  at  prefent,  little  probability  that 
he  would  be  able  to  carry  it  •,  for  himfelf,  if  he  fhould  give 
any  vote  on  the  queftion,  it  would  be  a vote  againft  it 
bccaufe  the  meafure,  however  juft  and  reafonable  in  itfelf, 
had  been  brought  in  without  confulting  the  minifter,  who 
nuift  be  fuppofed  to  have  lome  wifh  on  the  fubje£t  ; as  be- 
ing difrefpectful  to  him,  therefore,  he  would  oppofe  it  ; al- 
lowing, however,  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  propofed  it, 
full  credit  for  the  honefty  and  fincerity  of  his  intentions. 
With  refpebt  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other  fide  (Mr. 
Egan)  who  ha-d  fupported  the  motion,  he  faid,  he  put  him 
in  mind  of  the  ftory  of  the  lion  in  lpve  ; who,  in  order  to 
attain  the  objebf  of  his  affection,  pulled  out  his  teeth,  and 
parted  with  his  claws  ; but,  finding  his  mijlxefs  could  not 
be  won,  defined  to  have  his  teeth  and  claws  again.  He  had, 
for  fome  time,  humbly  offered  his  fupport  to  adminifl ration  ; 
but  lie  perceived  he  was  again  returned  to  the  majefty  of 
the  people  I 

Mr.  Egan  replied  : the  allufion  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had,  with  fo  much  imprudence,  made  to  him,  made 
it  neceffarv  for  him  to  fay  a few  words.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  infinuated,  that  he  voted,  in  this  inftance,  from 
difappointed  views  t he  defied  any  ad  mini  fixation,  or  the 
(lave  of  any  adminiftration,  to  fay,  that  he  had  ever  put  it; 
in  their  power  to  difappoint  him.  He  had  fupported  this 
admin iftration  from  the  fame  motive,  which  had  induced 
him  to  fupport  that  of  Lord  Firzwilliam  ; a conviction,  that 
it  originated  from  a quarter  in  England,  from  which,  he 
believed,  there  emanated  only  public  virtue.  The  quarrel 
which  had  occafioned  the  recall  of  Lord  Eitzwilliam.  s.wd 
the  appointment  of  Lord  Camden,  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  ; but  viceroys  were  appointed,  under  an  influence 
which,  he  firmly  believed,  wilhed  well  to  this  country  *,  and 
believing,  that  that  influence  was  as  well  reprefented  by 
Lord  Camden,  as  by  his  predeceffor,  he  gave  him  his  fup- 
port ; but  it  was  not  on  the  principle  with  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  feemed  to  fupport  him— that  every  principle  of 
confidence  and  honour  fhould  be  facrificed  at  the  altar  of 
adminifiration.  The  hon.  Gentleman  infinuated,  that  lie 
had  courted  the  minifter  •,  that  hon.  Gentleman  knew,  that 
he  was  not  under  any  neceflity  to  folicit  favours  •,  he  did  not 

need 


[ 39^  ] 

need  to  get  his  bread  by  fervility  to  any  admin hlvation  ; 
ihe  pro  fe  (lion,  to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  belong,  cul- 
tivated like  a gentleman,  and  with  fuccefs,  had  railed  him 
above  that  miferable  neceffky.  No  man  had  ever  feen  him 
i aiming  before  the  minifter,  ancl  behind  the  minifte?,  and 
throwing  his  paws  on  his  (boulders,  while  the  minifter 
(hook  him  off  with  u down,  down,  vile  cur  1”  This  was  a 
duration,  to  which  none  but  the  defpicable  and  the  needy 
fycophant  would  crouch  ; he  who  had  neither  ability  to  rife 
by  his  own  exertions,  nor  virtue  to  preferve  in  poverty  the 
independence  of  integrity  ! He  had  never  before  explained 
Ids  motives  for  aiding  with  adminiftration  ; whether  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  who  profeff'ed  to  ferve  that  adininiftrstion* 
was  wife  in  putting  him  to  the  neceffity  of  explaining  them, 
adminiftration  and  the  Houfe  would  judge. 

Mr.. .Barrington  was  attempting  to  explain  or  reply,  but 
on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  riling  to  interrupt  a 
conversation  which  was  disorderly,  he  fat  down. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  oppofed  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  grounds  of  general  policy,  and  on  thofe  refuit- 
jng  from  the  prefect  Situation  of  the  country.  As  a mea- 
fare  of  finance,  it.  was  infufticient,  becaufe  it  did  not  af- 
ford any  immediate  fund.  It  was  faid,  that  the  hearth,  tax) 
and  other  duties,  were  payable,  like  this,  only  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  fact  was  not  fo  ; they  were  payable  the 
moment  the  bills  which  granted  them  were  paffed.  It  was 
a meafure  of  revenge.  The  hon.  Gentleman  fays,  that  the 
abfentees  have  not  contributed  to  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, as  they  might  have  done,  by  voluntary  offers  ; and 
therefore  he  propofes  this  meafure  to  furpi-ih  this  neglecl. 
But  he  fhoukl  have  remembered,  that  the  country  had  not 
been  long  in  danger;  and  for  bis  own  part,  lie  had  no 
doubt,  that  thofe  gentlemen  would  do  whatever  could  rea- 
sonably be  required  of  them.  Many  of  them  he  knew  to 
be  as  liberal  men  as  any  in  the  empire  ; others  might  be  of 
a different  defeription  : but  the  whole  body  was  not  to  be 
punifhed  for  the  few.  As  a vindictive  meafure,  therefore, 
he  would  oppofe  the  tax.  A general  principle  had  been 
urged  in  fupport  of  the  motion  ; it  was  faid,  that  ad  whofe 
property  was  projected  by  the  ftate,  (Lould  contribute  to  its 
expence.  T he  principle  was  undeniable  ; but,  like  every 
Other  general  principle,  it  might  be  pufhed  too  far.  Ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  this  principle,  the  Englifh  money-lender,  who 
took  a mortgage  in  Ireland,  fhould  have  deductions  made 
from  the  intereft  of  his  loan.  Would  that  be  a wife  mea- 
fure  ? Would  the  Houfe  prevent  foreigners  from  inverting 
their  money  in  Irilh  property  ? They  would  not ; and  there- 
fore they  would  not  admit  this  principle  in  its  fulled:  extent. 
The  meafure  was  bad  policy  in  another  refpect,  as  by  en- 
larging the  market,  you  diminifb  the  value  of  property  ; fo 
long  as  the  connection  between  the  two  countries  continued, 
fo  long  mud:  each  fubmit  to  feme  inconvenience  from  that 
connexion;  which,  however,  are  more  than  compenfated 
by  the  advantages  derived  by  each. 

Mr.  Fletcher  contended,  that  the  tax  was  in  the  high- 
eft  degree  politic  and  neceflary.  The  general  principle  which 
had  been  urged  in  fupport  of  it,  namely,  that  every  man 
fhould  contribute  in  proportion  to  his  property,  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  ftate,  had  been  oppofed  by  the  right  hon. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by  another  genera!  principle, 
as  he  faid,  of  equal  fq rce ; that  foreigners  fhould  be  encou- 
raged to  veil  their  property  in  Ireland.  This  tax,  Mr. 
Fletcher  denied  to  be  univerfally,  or  abftra&edly,  true  ; it 
might  hold  with  refpect:  to  commerce  ; blit  when  applied  to 
veiling  property  in  land?  it  was  falfe.  No  legiilator  had  ever 
inculcated  fo  monftrous  a maxim,  as  that  aliens  fhould  be 
encouraged  to  purchafe  land  in  a country,  to  which  they 
fhould  pay  nothing  for  the  defence  of  that  property.  Such 
a maxim,  if  carried  into  effeCl,  would  be  the  fubverfion  of 
all  government ; for  it  would  go  to  put  the  property  of  a 
country  into  the  hands  of  aliens,  and  by  thefe  means  would 
facrifice  its  interefts  to  a foreign  nation.  The  prefent  de- 
bate was  a proof  that  fuch  intereft  might  operate  again!! 
the  native  interefts  of  a country  : the  maxim  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was,  therefore,  not  true.  He  concluded, 
by  a very  able  refutation  of  the  objection  ; but  Great  Bri- 
tain would  confider  this  as  a hoftile  meafure,  and  fhewed, 
that  with  refpeCt  to  the  connection  of  the  two  countries, 
it  would,  more  than  any  other,  go  to  cement  it. 

Mr.  L.  Morres  faid,  if  the  meafure  of  a tax  on  abfen- 
tees  was  neceflary,  that  of  a fequeftration  of  property  would 
be  full  more  beneficial.  The  meafure  propofed,  therefore, 
if  any  fuch  meafure  was  neceflary,  was  inadequate;  if 
none  fuch  was  neceflary,  this  ftiould  be  refected. 

Counft 
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Count*.  Fox,  after  declaiming  in  a very  emphatic  manner 
die  mod  remote  intention  of  giving  offence  to  adminibra- 
tion,  for  which  he  profeffed  to  entertain  the  utmoft  regard, 
faid,  he  found  himfelf  compelled  to  vote  for  this  meafure, 
hv  being  mob  irrefibibly  convinced  of  its  policy  and  juftice. 
Of  thole  who  had  oppofed  it,  not  a man  had  fpoken  with 
the  honeft  boldnefs  of  conviction  : the  great  number  had 
reforted  to  that  petty  fubterfuge,  under  which  thofe,  who 
had  no  other  argument  to  ufe,  generally  took  fhelter — 
“ that  this  was  not  the  time  for  the  meafure  fome  had 
ventured  a little  farther,  and  nibbled  at  the  policy  and  juf- 
tice of  the  meafure  itfelf. 

No  man  could  deny,  that  it  was  neceffary  for  all,  who 
availed  themfelyes  of  the  advantages  of  a government,  to 
' contribute  to  the  neceffities  of  that  government.  How  did 
this  maxim  apply  to  the  Englifh  abfentee  ? He  availed  him- 
felf of  the  advantages  which  were  enjoyed  in  Ireland  by  the 
native.  How  did  he  contribute  to  the  expences  of  the  ftate 
in  Ireland  ? By  an  animated  contempt  of  itsinhabitants,andby 
draining  from  the  country,  to  the  lait  penny,  that  a hard  land- 
lord could  exadl  from  a wretched  peafantry  ? By  this  he  flints 
the  growth,  and  retards  the  improvement,  of  the  country  ; 
md  yet  he  claims  a privilege  from  taxes  : and,  when  called 
on  to  contribute,  he  fays,  the  meafure  is  oppre dive  and  un- 
hid: ! It  appeared,  from  the  bed  accounts,  that  the  rental 
of  Ireland  was  not  more  than  6,000,000!.  *,  of  this  fum,  it 
appears  that  1,500,000!.  is  in  the  poffelTionof  abfentees  : that 
is,  one-fourth  of  the  whole  rental  of  the  country  is  in  the 
hands  of  men,  who,  by  jiving  in  another  kingdom,  don’t 
contribute,  either  by  their  land  or  by  their  confunoption,  a 
flngle  fixpence  to  the  expence  of  the  ftate.  We  are  told, 
this  Is  not  a time  for  the  meafure.  No  ! when  the  country 
is  daggering  under  a load,  which  it  is  unable  to  bear  ! when 
.he  financier  is  obliged  to  refert  to  the  beggary  of  the  poor  ! 
Is  that  a time  to  continue  an  exemption  to  a body  of  men, 
who  poffcfs  a fourth  of  the  property  of  the  kingdom  ? Is 
this  not  a time  to  make  them  contribute  to  the  common 
defence,  when  the  enemy  is  on  the  coad,  and  when,  if 
they  don’t  defend  their  property,  or  we  defend  it  for  them, 
rhe  whole  will  be  lob  ? Such  arguments  were  idle  babble  ! 
No  man  could  pretend  to  be  convinced  by  it,  if  he  had  not 
furrendered  his  reafon  to  the  opinion  of  the  minider.  What 
laid  one  gentleman  P This  is  but  an  half  meafure  : why  then 
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.does  not  the  hon.  Gentleman  come  forward,  and  move  what 
he  confiders  adequate.  Anotlier  fays,  fequeftration  would 
.be  the  belt  means  to  remedy  the  evil  : why  then  does  he  not 
move  for  a fequeftration  of  their  eilates,  until  the  demands 
of  the  ftate  be  fatisfied  ? he  (hall  find  men  who  will  have 
courage  to  fupport  him.  What  did  the  Houfe  do  1779  ? 
15  y one  liberal  and  independent  vote,  they  regained  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  •,  and  inftantly  the  people  were  in  arms 
to  fupport  them.  By  giving  the  people  this  meafure,  they 
would,  in  the  fame  way,  fecure  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  fame  confequence  would  follow— they  would, 
to  a man,  be  ardent  and  zealous  againft  the  common  enemy. 

It  was  laid,  in  oppofition  to  an  abfeittee  tax,  that  large 
diftriCls  of  the  country  were  in  the  hands  of  corporate  com- 
panies in  London  ; and  that  as  thefe  could  not,  by  poffibi- 
lity,  be  refidents  •,  it  would  be  hard  to  punifh  them  tor  their 
abfence.  Mr.  Fox  here  gave  a hiltory  of  thefe  companies, 
with  refpeCl  to  this  country  j (hewed  how  flagrantly  they 
had  abufed  the  confidence  repofed  in  them  by  the  royal  do- 
nor : fet  up  ex  ten  five  trails  to  public  auclion,  and  made 
the  improvers  cf  the  foil,  in  many  inftances,  purchafe  their 
own'-improvements.  Such  was,  he  faid,  a crying  fituatiou 
for  a country  ; to  have  its  manufactures,  its  agriculture, 
and  improvements  in  the  hands  of  4 fet  of  men*  who  con- 
fidered  nothing,  but  how  they  might  derive  molt  gain,  for 
gormandizing  and  debauch.  The  only  remedy  the  Houle 
could  apply  to  the  evil  was,  to  make  thefe  worthlefs  pro- 
prietors contribute  fomething  to  the  general  fund,  after  hav- 
ing fo  long  blafted  the  territory  they  poficffed.  This  was 
peculiarly  the  time  to  apply  that  remedy.  Gentlemen  who 
voted  again!!  this  meafure  to-night,  would,  no  doubt,  be 
obferved  by  the  people  without  doors  ; they  would  fayj  this 
man  is  the  friend  of  fuch  an,  abfeatee,  and  that  man  is  the 
relation  of  another.  This  would  induce  fufpicions,  how- 
ever ill  founded,  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  Parliament  j 
but  thefe  fufpicions  would  be  doubly  mifehievous,  if  gentle- 
men afforded  ground  for  it,  by  voting  in  oppofition  to  rea- 
fon  and  weight  of  argument ; they  would  tend  to  fruftrate 
the  laudable  endeavour  of  uniting  the  country,  anil  making 
it  a£f  in  union  with  the  Houfe  in  the  common  defence. 

The' landed  gentlemen  of  Ireland  were  peculiarly  irite*? 
reft;ed  in  the  adoption  of  this  meafure  : for.  at  prefent,  he 
infilled  on  it,  they  paid  really,  though  not  apparently,  con- 
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ficferabiy  above  103.  in  the  pound  on  the  value  of  their 
eliates.  It  was  a principle  which  could  not  be  controverted, 
that  whatever  taxes  were  impofed  on  confumption,  mull 
ultimately  fall  on  the  land.  Now,  the  rental  of  the  coun- 
try was  fix  millions  ; and  three  millions  would,  after  the 
prefent  duties  fhould  be  impofed,  be  the  amount  of  the 
"axes  : the  Ianft,  therefore,  pays  ics.  in  the  pound  by  this 
calculation.  But  if  the  abfenfee  rental  be  deducted  from 
•he  fix  millions,  the  whole  charge  of  the  taxes  fall  on  the  re- 
dd ue,  and  of  courfe  raifes  the  fum  paid  much  above  10s.  in 
the  potmd.  This  heavy  charge  would  be  diminilhed  by  fo 
much,  as  the  abfentee  property  (hall  be  made  to  contri- 
bute. 

He  was  one  of  thofe  who  believed,  that  this  meafure,  as 
one  of  thofe  which  went  to  add  to  the  ftrength  of  the  coun- 
rry,  was  calculated  to  ftrengthen  the  connexion : and, 
therefore,  he  was  furprifed  to  learn,  that  the  minifter  was 
averfe  to  the  meafure.  But  he  confelfed,  he  had  been  afto- 
niftied  when,  on  a former  night,  he  had  heard  that  minifter 
utter  a premature  and  unnecelfary  opinion  in  that  Houfe 
again  (t  an  abfentee  tax.  It  would  have  been  but  decent  in 
him  to  have  waited,  until  he  heard  the  meafure  at  leaft  dif- 
iCuiTed. 

In  order  to  (hew  that  this  meafure  was  not  novel,  nor 
had  ever  been  confidered  by  England  as  a meafure  of  hofti- 
hty,  he  referred  to  a ftatute  palled  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II. 
by  which  two* thirds  of  the  profits  of  the  lands  of  certain 
perfons  named  therein  Ihould  be  paid  to  the  cro  wn,  for  not 
retiding  on  their  eftates  in  this  country.  He  referred  alio 
to  another  Englifn  ftatute  of  Henry  VIII.  paffed  for  the 
fame  purpqfe  ; and  in  the  preamble  of  which  it  was  ftated  as 
areaion  for  palling  the  act : u That  much  ruin,  defolation, 

and  rebellion  had  ariftm  in  his  majefty’s  realm  of  Ireland, 

by  lands  in  that  country  having  fallen  to  perfons  not  refi- 
ct  dent  within  ihe  famed3  * 

Bucli  were  precifely  the  effects  which  followed,  from  the 
firne  caufe  at  tills  day.  What  v/as  the  penalty  infudfed  by 
that  act  to  enforce  residence  ? Not  two  (hillings  in  the 
pound,  but  total  forfeiture  ! It  was  true,  the  turbulent  na- 
ture of  thofe  times,  made  ftrong  meafures  necelfary  ^ but  it 
was  equally  true,  that  the  dangerous  circumftances  of  thofe 
times,  made  the  move  moderate  meafure  of  contribution 
equilly  necelfary  now.  He  again  declared*  therefore,  that 
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he  voted  for  the  motion  in  the  fulled;  confidence  that  it  was 
ju(t,  politic,  and  neceffary  to  the  well-being  and  peace  of 
Ireland. 

Lord  Casti.ereagh  never  gave  a vote  with  more  perfect 
conviction  of  the  propriety  than  he  fhould  now  vote  againft 
this  mealure. — T he  arguments  which  had  been  ufed  to  fup- 
port  it  went  to  (hew  that  the  Abfentees  did  not  contribute 
equally  with  others  to  the  expences  of  the  State.  If  they 
did  not,  the  fault  was  in  our  fyftem  of  taxation,  not  in 
them.  If  fuch  taxes  were  impofed  as  {hould  include  them 
with  the  red  of  their  fellow-countrymen,  it  would  be  fair, 
nor  would  he  object  to  fuch  a tax — but  he  would  for  ever 
refift  a tax  on  non-refidence,  becaufe  fuch  a tax  was  in  faCl 
not  a tax  but  a penalty.  One  Hon.  Gent,  propofed  a tax  of 
2S.  in  the  pound,  another  would  have  a tax  of  43.  which 
proved  that  the  principle  of  taxation  in  this  way  was  arbi- 
trary— and  in  arbitrary  impofition  there  was  nothing  to  be 
looked  to  for  juft  and  equitable  impofition,  but  the  dilcreti- 
on  of  thofe  who  impofe  the  tax. — The  laft  Hon.  Gent,  had 
endeavoured  to  fhew  that  this  meafure  is  necedary,  and 
agreeable  to  the  policy  of  former  times,  and  how  did  he  do 
it  ? By  going  back  to  times  of  turbulence  and  darknefs — to 
laws  which  have  long  been  ebfoleie,  and  which  Great  Britain 
has  removed  from  her  ftatiie-book. — He  had  endeavoured 
to  (hew  that  the  property  of  the  Abfentee  was  as  fair  an 
objedl  of  taxation  as  the  falary  of  the  placeman — but  the 
difference  between  them' was  great  indeed.  The  penfron 
and  the  falary  is  derived  from  the  ffate — and  over  it  the  fla-tc- 
has  a complete  power— -but  the  right  of  property  is  para- 
mount to  the  (late-— the  (late  was  indituted  but  to  protedl  ir? 
and  therefore  it  cannot  juftly  affedl  it.— No  indance  in  mo- 
dern times  could  be  found  cf  fuch  a meafure  as  this,  except 
in  the  hiflory  of  Poland,  and  an  Irifti  Legiflature  would  nor 
be  apt  to  recur  to  that  country  for  a model  to  imitate.  la 
other  countries,  private  property  was  facred  even  among  na- 
tions at  war.— England  protects  our  property — weave  going 
to  attack  the  property  of  England. — If  it  were  not  for  the 
fntercourfe  of  property  which  exids  between  thefe  countries,- 
the  King  of  England  would,  perhaps,  now  be  negotiating 
with  the  King  of  Ireland,  as  he  is  with  the  Eledlor  of 
Hanover.  Such  queftions  therefore,  as  the  prefent,  which 
co-to  edahlifh  didin-ct  rules  of  property  in  each  country  tro 
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fo  the  reparation  of  the  countries  themfclves — they  bring 
forward  a quell  ion  which  ought  not  in  his  mind  to  be  ever 
made  a topic  of  public  debate,  the  policy  or  the  advantages 
of  that  connection. — We  were  now  calling  for  an  equality 
in  commercial  advantages  with  Great  Britain.  What  was 
the  argument  by  which  that  equality  has  hitherto  been  op- 
pofed  by  the  people  of  England  ? — That  if  it  Ihould  take 
place,  Engliih  capital  would  fix  in  Ireland. —Would  the 
Houfe,  then,  by  eftablilhing  fuch  a rule  of  property  as 
this,  create  a bar  to  one  of  the  principal  advantages  they  had 
hoped  from  commercial  equality?  Quedions  of  this  nature, 
he  again  obferved,  brought  the  policy  of  the  connection 
with  Great  Britain  into  iffue,  and  it  required  the  mold  grave 
and  ferious  confideration  of  gentlemen — it  required  more 
experience  and  wifdom,  than  perhaps  young  members 
po  defied,  to  afcertain  the  quantity  of  injury  which  fuch 
difcullions  might  produce.  EJe  again  recommended  it  to 
the  Houfe  to  guard  againft  the  praCtice  of  punifning  by 
taxation — it  was  a dangerous  principle,  and  if  once  edablifh- 
ed  there  would  be  no  limit  to  its  operation.  But  the  Ab- 
fentees,  if  the  objeCt  were  to  punifh  them,  are  already  pu- 
liifhed  by  being  deprived  of  thofe  gratifications  which  mud 
arife  from  feeing  a happy  tenantry  thriving  under  their  care 
• — they  were  punilhed  too,  by  thofe  inconveniences  which 
mull  ever  arife  from  the  abfence  of  the  proprietor  from  his 
eftate,  and  accordingly  their  eftates  are  the  poored  in  the 
country.  If  they  were  punifhed  dill  farther  by  this  tax,  the 
injury  would  not  fall  on  them,  but  on  their  tenantry,  by 
railing  the  rent  of  their  land  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  the  tax. 

Sir  L.  Parsons  differed  with  much  regret  from  his  noble 
friend,  being  fully  convinced  that  this  was  a meafure  of  the 
mod  falutary  kind. — With  refpedl  to  the  pradlicability  oi 
collecting  the  tax,  he  faid,  it  had  been  the  opinion  of  the 
ablell  and  wifed  men  who  had  ever  fat  in  that  Eloufe,  that 
it  was  not  only  a wife  and  falutary  meafure,  but  one  which 
was  perfectly  pradficable.  Such  had  been  the  opinion  of 
the  late  Mr.  Flood,  of  Mr.  Malone,  and  of  the  predeceffor 
of  the  prefent  Speaker.  As  to  its  weakening  the  connection 
between  the  two  countries,  or  bringing  it  into  danger,  he 
differed  entirely  from  the  noble  Lord.  He  thought  it  would 
rather  tend  to  ilrenethen  the  connection,  becaufe  it  would 
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go  to  Catisfy  the  people  that  they  fuffered  nothing  from  its 
operation.  At  prefen t the  people  certainly  did  Cutter  this 
injury  from  the  connexion — that  the  great-  landed  men  of 
the  country  redded  in  England.  This  meafure  would  apply 
a remedy  to  this  evil  by  making  thofe  perfons  contribute  by 
their  property  to  the  walfareof  the  State,  fince  they  could 
not  contribute  by  their  perfonal  influence.  An  Hon.  Gent. 
[Mr.  Ogle]  had  faid,  this  would  create  hoftility  in  Great 
Britain  : Did  he  mean,  that  if  we  take  a good  meafure  for 
regulating  our  internal  policy,  that  we  (hall  have  no  fleet,  no 
army  from  Great  Britain  to  defend  us  in  cafe  of  danger  ? It 
was  monftrous  to  fuppofe  it.  We  are  paying  immenfe  fums 
to  protect  their  property  as  well  as  our  own,  and  every  prin- 
ciple of  juftice,  neceflity,  and  good  policy,  makes  it  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  call  on  them  for  afliitance  in  this  work. 

A'lr.  H.  Butler  was  for  the  meafure,  as  an  Irifliman  and 
an  honeft  man,  and  profefled  that  he  would  rather  give  up 
his  place  than  not  have  his  country  defended. 

Mr.  M.  BERESFORT-'faid,  the  Abfentees  contributed  as 
much  as  any  men  to  the  necefiities  of  the  State, -by  contri- 
buting in  England  in  taxes,  on  confumption,  and  to  the 
navy  of  Great  Britain  by  which  Ireland  is  defended.  The 
acls  of  Parliament  which  had  been  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Fox 
in  proof  that  the  principle  of  an  Abfentee  tax  had  been  long 
acknowledged  by  Great  Britain  herfelf,  Mr.  Beresford  faid 
were  meant  to  enforce  a performance  of  military  Cervices 
under  which  the  tenures  of  this  country  were  then  holden, 
and  that  of  courfe  they  were  not  applicable  to  prefent  times. 

Mr.  Hoare  derived  from  this  fatl  an  argument  in  fup- 
port  of  the  meafure,  for  if  the  lands  were  originally  held 
by  thofe  Cervices,  which  Cervices  are  now  abolifhed  and  other 
Cervices  of  focage  fubltituted  in  their  place,  then  ought  the 
prefent  holders  of  the  land  pay  at  leaft  a pecuniary  contri- 
bution in  lieu  of  them — at  prefent  they  give  neither  Cervices 
not  contribution. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  it  was  too  late  for  him  to  go  at 
large  into  the  debate,  and  he  would  reply  in  a very  few 
words  to  fuch  arguments  as  appeared  to  him  the  leafl  imma- 
terial. It  had  been  relied  on  that  a tax  on  Abfentees  would 
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iliminifli  the  value  of  land,  on  a fuppofition  that  it  would 
drive'  out  of  the  market  a number  of  purchafers  ; the  anfwer 
to  this  argument  is  the  fa£t,  which  is,  that  there  are  not, 
and  have  not  been  for  a long  time  any  Ab  sentee  purchafers 
at  the  market ; it  follows,  that  the  value  of  your  lands  is  not 
to  be  affcCded  by  them,  and  that  the  objection  had  ai*ifen 
from  the  ignorance  of  the  faCt.  It  is  added,  that  when  the 
removal  cf  the  Abfentee  purchafer  from  the  market  where 
he  is  not,  fhal-1  have  funk  the  price  of  land,  then  induced 
by  its  .cheapness,  capital  will  be  drawn  out  of  trade  to  be 
laid  out  on  land  \ fhould  that  be  the  cafe,  the  confequence 
mud  be,  that  the  value  of  land,  from  the  multitude  of  bid- 
ders, would  rife  again,  and;  the  evil  be  remedied  by  itfelf. 
Gentlemen  fuppofe  a fact  which  don’t  exift,  and  then  they 
fuppofe  a confequence  which  cannot  exid — and  if  it  did 
exid,  would  cure  itfelf.  He  ohferved  On  the  folly  of  that 
furmife  which  fuppofed  that  bringing  back  a confiderable 
quantity  of  Abfentee  capital,  either  by  revenue  or  refidence* 
would  diminfh  the  capital  of  trade — it  was  faying  that  the 
operation  wTich  encreafed  capital  would  have  the  effeCt  of 
diminution  •,  it  was  added,  with  the  fa*jne  improbability,  that 
the  tax  was  impracticable,  or  that  it  was  impoflible  to  tax 
the  Abfentees,  to  which  it  is  not  neceflary  to  make  any  an- 
swer, except  that  it  would  be  collected  as  eafily  as  any  other 
tax  *,  and  it  is  further  to  be  obferved,  when  in  1773  fuch  a 
tax  was  propo fed,  the  men  of  bufinefs  in  this  Houfe  not 
only  fupported  the  tax,  but  one  of  the  mod:  eminent  Hated 
the  plan  for  colle&ing  it dill  more  paradoxical  is  'it  to 
lay,  that  the  tax  is  unfeafonable  at  a time  when  you 
are  raifmg  tales  exceeding  300,0001.  a-year,  and  bor- 
rowing 3,ooc,ocol.  and  have  had  refoUrce  to  a tax 
even  on  fait,  a defperate  experiment  on  the  poor,-  under 
the  excufe  of  neceflity  ; compare  then  the  practice  of  Gen- 
tlemen and  their  argument,  and  the  amount  of  both  is  this, 
that  it  was  neceflary  to  impofe  a fait  tax  on  the  poor,  be- 
caufe  Government  think  it  unfeafonable  to  impofe  an  Ab- 
fentee Tax  on  the  rich  •,  fo  it  is  faid,  with  almoft  as  little 
reafon,  that  an  Abfentee  Tax  leads  to  a land  tax,-  -which  is 
to  fuppofe  that  ycu  will  bring  about  a land-tax  by  Removing 
the  neceflity  of  it.  It  has  been  added,  that  this  tax  leads  to 
a feparation.  He  obferved,  that  this,  like  the  other  objecti- 
ons, was  mere  a Her  t ion,  unproved  and  improbable,  and  like 
feme  of  them,  abfurd,  diflraCted  fpeculations,  urged  againd 
common  fenfe  and  common  intered.  He  aiked,  whether 
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they  thought  that  England  would  refufe  to  fend  her  fleet  to 
guard  Ireland  on  account  of  the  Abfentee  Tax  ? whether  on 
that  account  (he  would  refufe  to  guarantee  the  loan  ? that 
it  was  ourfelves,  not  England,  or  rather  our  Minifters,  that 
aflerted  that  fuch  a tax  would  be  confidered  by  England  as 
leading  to  afeparation  ; that  far  from  it,  we  ihould  find  the 
old  policy  of  •England  to  have  been  a tax  on  Abfente<-s,  with 
a view  to  compel  their  refidence,  or  their  contribution,  for 
thepurpofe  of  preferving  Englifh  intereftin  Ireland.  Gen- 
tlemen had  produced  inllances  of  the  like — he  could  produce 
two  more — one  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  the  other  in  that 
of  Edward  IV.  That  the  principle  of  fuch  an  objection  as 
that  which  fuppofed  the  tax  led  to  a reparation  was  this, 
that  if  the  Parliament  of  England  did  not  at  all  time 5 facri- 
fice  the  interell  of  Ireland  to  that  of  England,  it  advanced 
to  a reparation,  which  argument  leads  more  than  any  thing 
elfe  to  a reparation,  and  is  at  once  fo  infulting  and  degrad- 
ing, as  to  make  the  connection  a perpetual  pretence  for  op- 
poling  meaiurcs  of  advantage  to  Ireland  ; that  we  had  been 
advifed  to  rejedt  this  tax  in  order  to  purlue  the  principle  of 
conciliation  ; conciliation  with  whom  ? the  Abfentees,  or 
the  People.  7Tis  very  remarkable,  that  fpeakingof  concili- 
ation and  mildnefs,  we  fhculd  proceed  as  if  we  had  no  peo- 
ple whatever  *,  and  provided  we  pleafed  the  court,  or  that 
body  whom  the  court  efpouCed — had  accompiifhed  every 
purpofes  of  harmony — though  we  at  the  fame  time  laid 
every  poflible  tax  on  the  poor,  to  avoid  the  neeeility  of  taxing 
the  rich,  and  offending  the  Minuter;  that  the  great  and 
moll  extraordinary  objection  to  this  tax  was — in]  uliice- — 
in ju (lice  to  make  the  Abfentee  contribute  to  the  protection 
of  his  property  ; that  it  would  be  hard  to  prevent  him  from 
leaving  the  country,  or  taking  his  property  cut  of  it  5 but  if 
he  left  his  property  to  be  protected  by  the  country,  he  ought 
to  pay  his  fit  are  of  that  protection  •,  that  this  was  not  pu- 
nifhment  for  non-refidenee,  but  a tax  for  protection,  but  that 
there  was  on  tire  other  hand  . the  higheft  injuilice  in  taxing 
the  refldent  IriPn  exclufiv.ely  for  that  protection,  and  making 
refidence  at  the  court  of  London,  or  in  the  feat  of  empire, 
all  exemption  againft  contribution  to  the  State,  and  this 
was  doubly  uniult . now  when  you  reformed  to  the  poor  Irifli 
for  a fait  tax,  becaufe  you  would  not  face  a Mini  tier,  and 
refort  to  the  wealthy  Irifh  for  an  Abfentee  Tax-,  when 
vou  iiifler  court  favour  -to  be  a pro.tcE.ion  aeair.lt  the’exl- 
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gency  of  the  (late,  and  not  poverty  ; it  is  that  kind  of  juf- 
tice  which  choofes  to  burden  poverty,  rather  than  riches  5 
and  prefers  the  interefl  of  another  country  to  your  own  : 
that  he  did  not  enquire  into  the  merits  of  the  absentees,  for 
the  tax  is  not  punifhment  for  a crime,  but  a tax  for  protec- 
tion ; he  knew  feveral  of  them,  and  loved  feveral  of  them — 
fo  did  he  love  the  refident  Irifh — but  what  has  that  to  fay  to 
a tax  impofed  for  protection.  concluded  by  obferving, 
that  government  fhould  be  afhamed  to  tax  the  poor,  as 
they  have  done  this  feffion,  in  tea,  in  fugar,  and  in  fait  *, 
and  to  (hew,  at  the  fame  time,  fuch  favour  and  affection  to 
the  rich,  who  were  countenanced  by  government,  as  to 
leave  them  untaxed,  becaufe  they  lived  in  England;  and 
had  iv- -re  weight  with  the  minifter,  than  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. 

Mr.  Vandeleur,  in  reply,  faid — it  was  infinuated  by  a 
noble  lord  (Caftlereagh)  that  it  was  prefumptuous  in  a man 
of  his  age  and  experience,  to  propofe  to  that  Houfe  a mea- 
lure  of  fuch  vail  importance  ; he  muff  confefs,  he  did  not 
pofiefs  the  fame  advantages  of  political  education  with  the 
noble  Lord  : he  well  knew  the  Caflle  was  a hot-bed,  which 
ripened  the  underftanding  and  matured  the  judgment.  It 
had  fo  completely  eradicated  all  prejudices  from  the  mind 
of  the  noble  Lord,  that  he  was  unable  to  perceive,  whether 
lie  fpoke  the  language  of  the  minifter,  or  deputy  minifter 
of  the  Eriglifh  cabinet,  or  that  of  the  reprefentative  of  a 
great,  populous,  and  independent  county  ; which,  by  great 
and  manly  exertions,  uihered  him  into  this  Houfe  on  the 
ihculders  of  popularity.  The  noble  Lord  fays,  this  tax  is  a 
punifhment  infliCted  on  the  absentees,  for  fome  fuppofed 
delinquency  ; it  is  eafy  to  apply  invidious  terms,  or  pervert 
the  common  acceptation  of  words  : a tax  may  be  called  a 
punifhment,  and  contribution  to  the  date,  an  act  of  delin- 
quency— but  this  perverfion  of  words  is  dangerous  ; you 
may  make  the  peafantry  call  the  payment  of  your  fait  tax, 
the  punifhment  of  delinquency.  It  is  argued,  this  tax  is 
endangering  the  Britifh  connection — it  is  highly  injurious  to 
the  Britiih  connection,  to  make  it  the  watch-word  of  a 
party  ; when  any  quelfcion  is  introduced  beneficial  to  Ire- 
land, to  refid  it  on  the  grounds  of  endangering  the  connec- 
tion. You  will  perfuade  the  people,  that  the  Britifh  con- 
nection is  incompatible  with  the  interefl  of  Ireland  ; and 
/ vou 
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you  will  add  weight  to  the  views  of  thofe,  who  may  look 
to  a reparation.  I look  on  it  as  the  groffeft  calumny  to  aftert, 
that  the  intereft  of  Ireland  is  not  the  intereft  of  England  ; 
or,  that  the  intereft  of  the  two  countries,  is. not  one  and 
indivifible  The  Englifh  nation  is  too  liberal  to  be  jealous 
of  a tax  impofed  on  any  defcription  of  Irifhmen,  let  them 
re  fide  where  they  may,  for  the  protection  of  that  country, 
of  which  they  are  members.  The  argument  is  futile  and 
abfurd,  a mere  pretence  to  fcreen  the  abfentee  from  taxation. 
A right  hon.  Baronet,  who  has  met  this  queftion  fairly, 
fays,  the  tax  might  be  judicious,  if  the  times  were  fuch  as 
to  require  it  : now  can  any  man  doubt,  that  the  exertions 
which  the  prefent  moment  demands,  require  every  refource 
which  the  nation  can  afford.  The  abfcntees  are  now  even 
exempted  from  taxation  *,  and  they  can  be  made,  without 
opprefficn,  to  afford  a large  fupply  to  the  prefent  urgent 
wants  of  the  ftate.  Several  gentlemen,  who  held  employ- 
ments, have  ftood  forward  on  this  night,  difdaining  the 
(miles' or  the  favours  of  the  minifter,  have  expreffed  their 
determination  to  fupport  the  juft  and  equitable  claims  of 
their  country.  The  minifter,  who,  on  a former  occafion, 
urged  his  ignorance,  as  an  argument  againft  a meafure  of 
political  ceconomy,  has  not,  nor  can  ufe,  any  other  argu- 
ments on  this  night  ; he  was  then  left  in  a difgraceful  mi- 
nority, and  the  fame  fate,  I hope,  will  attend  him  this 
night.  He  does  not  know  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  beyond  the 
purlieus  of  the  Caftle,  or  the  bounds  of  the  circular  road — ■ 
he  never  faw  the  wretched  ftate  of  cultivation  of  the  eftates 
of  abfentees — he  never  faw  thofe  immenfe  trails  of  land, 
where  no  other  living  animal  inhabits,  but  the  beaft  of  the 
field — where  there  is  not  a hovel,  in  which  an  Englifhman 
would  put  his  pig.  Elis  ignorance,  l therefore  hope,  will 
reftrain  him  from  exerting  any  influence  on  this  night. 

The  Houfe  divided — Ayes,  49  •,  Noes,  122. 
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Thursday,  March  2,  1797. 


Mr.  Pelham  delivered  a meffage  from  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  informing  the  Houfe,  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  difpatches  received  from  his  grace  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  one  of  his  Majefty’s  fecretaries  of  (late,  he  had, 
by  the  advice  of  the  privy  council,  iffued  an  order  to  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  bank  ot  Ireland,  (a  copy  of 
which  he  had  directed  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe)  fimilar 
to  ail  order  which  had  been  ilfued  by  the  privy  council  of 
Great  Britain,  to  the  governors  and  company  of  the  bank 
of  England,  directing  them,  for  the  prefent,  to  difeontinue 
payments  in  fpecie. 

iVlr.  Pelham  then  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a copy  of  the 
order  •,  and  moved,  that  the  Houfe  fhould,  on  to-morrow, 
take  his  Excellency’s  meffage  into  confideration. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  obferved,  that  this  affair  was  connected 
with  fo  many  overwhelming  circumftances  of  doubt  and 
difficulty,  that  he  could  not,  at  prefent,  fay  what  his  opi- 
nion was  on  the  fubjeCt  5 public  credit,  and  public  faith, 
were  matters  on  which  his  mind  was  very  fupertlitious.  He 
could  not,  indeed  fay,  whether  even  on  to-morrow,,  he 
could  be  able  to  difeufs  the  fubject,  fo  extenfive  and  import- 
ant was  it. 

Mr.  Pelham  faid,  he  only  mentioned  to-morrow,  that 
gentlemen  might  not  accufe  him  of  delay. 

Mr.  Corry  thought  it  his  duty  to  mention,  that  he  had 
this  day  received  letters  from  perfons  in  England,  of  great 
experience  in  trade,  and  extenfive  connections,  which  hat- 
ed that  the  meafure  of  (topping  payment  in  fpecie,  that 
had  been  adopted  by  the  bank  of  England,  had,  in  a great 
meafure,  removed  the  difficulties  under  which  trade  had  la- 
boured *,  and  was  likely  to  be  productive  of  the  molt  bene- 
ficial confequences.  That  the  commercial  people  in  general 
-believed  this  meafure  likely  to  be  in  a high  degree  beneficial, 
appeared  from  the  circumftance  of  (locks  having  rifen  con- 
flderably  under  its  adoption. 

Tuesday, 
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Tuesday,  March  6,  1797. 

Shortly  after  the  Speaker  had  taken  the  chair,  and  fomc 
routine  bufinefs  had  been  gone  through, 

The  right  lion.  Mr.  Peli-iam  rofe  to  fay  a few  words  on 
the  fubjedl  which  he  had  poftponed  for  difcuilion  to  this 
night ; his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  meflage  to  the 
Houfe,  refpedling  the  iloppage  of  iffuing  cadi  from  the 
bank  of  Ireland.  The  meafure  had  been  adopted  here  ; 
not  through  any  fort  of  inability  on  the  part  of  the  bank  to 
anfwer  its  engagements,  for  the  meafure  was  not  adopted  at 
the  defire  of  the  bank  dire£Iors  j on  the  contrary,  it  was 
againfl  their  wifhcs  ; but  it  was  prefled  on  them  by  go- 
vernment, as  a neceflary  meafure,  in  confequence  of  a fimi- 
lar  one  adopted  in  England.  There  the  matter  had  been 
fubmitted,  as  here,  to  the  conflderation  of  Parliament ; and 
a fecret  fele£I  committee  was  appointed  to  inveftigate  the 
fubje£I,  and  report  what  meafures  were  belt  to  be  adopted. 
He  therefore  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe,  whether  it  would  not 
be  prudent,  before  it  adopted  .my  further  proceedings  on 
this  buflnefs,  to  wait  the  difcuilion  of  the  Englifh  parlia- 
ment on  the  fubjecl,  when  it  would  be  better  able  to  judge, 
what  meafures  were  belt  to  be  adopted.  He  fhould  there- 
fore move,  that  the  conflderation  of  the  fubje£l  be  poftpon- 
ed till  Wednefday.  In’  the  mean  time,  however,  he  thought 
it  his  duty,  for  the  fatisfaction  of  the  public  mind,  to  fay, 
that  the  meafure  of  flopping  the  cafli  from  the  bank  of  Ire- 
land, was  not  at  all  owing  to  any  instability  on  the  part  of 
the  bank,  but  merely  a meafure  of  neceflary  precaution  on 
the  part  of  government,  to  prevent  the  current  .gold  of  the 
kingdom  from  being  earned  out  of  it,  by  drafts  from.  Eng- 
land, in  confequence  ot'  the  ltoppage  of  the  bank  there 
The  liability  of  the  bank  was  guaranteed  upon  the  fait’* 
the  government  and  of  the  nation  ; and  it  was  therefore  the 
duty  of  government  tagu^rd  that  {lability  by  eve?*/  prudent 
means  in  its  power.  The  adoption  of  the  meafures  at  the 
bank  of  England,  connedled  as  that  country  was  with  this 
in  commerce,  in  fome  fort  impelled  the  adoption  of  it  here  \ 
and  he  was  happy  to  ftate,  that  fo  far  as  it  had  operated  on 
every  man,  who  had  any  judgment  on  the  fubjecl,  it  had 
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rather  drengthened,  than  injured  public  credit.  By  Wed- 
nefday,  he  hoped  to  be  poflefTed  of  the  decifion  of  the  Britifh 
parliament  on  the  fubjedt ; and  to  that  day  he  begged  leave 
to  poftpone  the  confideration  of  it. 

Lord  Kingsborough  now  rofe  to  introduce  his  promifed 
motion  *,  but  firft  wiflied  to  afk  the  right  lion.  Secretary 
(Mr.  Pelham)  if  any,  and  what  fpecific  naval  force  was  in- 
tended by  the  Britifh  government  for  the  defence  of  Ire- 
land. 

Mr.  Pelham  anfwered  the  noble  Lord  by  faying,  that 
both  nations  fiiared  in  the  common  danger,  and  would  alfo 
fhare  in  the  common  defence.  It  was  the  peculiar  bufmefs 
of  the  Britifh  navy  to  defend  the  Britifh  empire  ; its  protec- 
tion would  be  as  zealoufiy  diredled  to  Ireland  as  to  Great 
Britain  > and,  as  the  befl  principle  of  that  defence  was,  to 
meet  and  defeat  the  fleets  of  the  enemy,  wherever  they  were 
to  be  found,  whether  in  the  weflern  ocean,  on  the  coaft  of 
Ireland,  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  or  the  bay  of  (ribralter  } 
that  would  of  courfe  be  their  object. 

Lord  Kingsborough  faid,  that  as  an  Xrifh  Member  of 
Parliament,  fitting  in  that  Houfe,  the  anfwer  of  the  right 
hen.  Gentleman  did  not  fatisfv  him,  and  he  fliould  there- 
lore  bring  forward  his  motion.  His  Lordfhip,  after  a few 
fhort  obfervations  on  the  danger  to  which  the  coads  of  this 
country  ftood  expofed,  from  a daring  enemy,  evinced  bv 
the  late  uninterrupted  attempt  in  Bantry  bay  ; moved,  that 
fo  much  of  his  Majedy’s  moil  gracious  anfwer  to  the  ad- 
drefs  of  the  Houfe  fliould  be  read,  as  related  to  the  defence 
of  the  country.  It  was  read  accordingly  *,  and  expreffed 
liis  Majefly’s  foljcitude  for  the  fafety  of  Ireland,  and  his 
voval  determination  to  give  it  every  protection,  the  aid  of 
the  Britifh  navy  could  afford* 

Feeling  the  necefTuy  of  this  protedtin^f  aid,  againft  the 
dangt*  which  hourly  threatened  the  country,  from  tlie  vaft 
armaments  nptorioufly  fitting  out  in  the  ports  of  France, 
avowedly  for  the  invafpn  of  this  kingdom  ; his  Lordfhip 
proceeded  to  move  an  addrefs  to  his  Majedy,  exprefiive  of 
the  loyalty  and  attachment  of  that  Houfe  to  his  Majefly’s 
perfon  and  government,  of  gratitude  for  the  blefiings  en- 
joyed under  his  moll  gracious  reign,  and  of  mod  perfect 
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reliance  on  his  royal  zeal  and  folicitude  for  the  fafety  of  this 
kingdom;  praying  the  continuance  of  that  gracious  protecti- 
on this  kingdom  had  fo  long  aufpicioufly  enjoyed  under  his 
gracious  aufpices,  by  the  appointment  of  a fpecial  naval  force 
for  the  protection  of  the  coafls  of  this  kingdom  againft  the 
common  enemy. 

Mr.  J.  Ponsonby  feconded  the  motion. 

The  Ch  an,  of  'the  Exchequer  confidered  the  motion  as 
nugatory,  for  it  was  no  more  than  an  echo  of  what  his  Ma- 
jefty,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  addrefsof  that  Houfe,  had  already 
gracioufly  promifed,  and  which  promife  was  further  corro- 
borated by  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  more  properly 
reprefented  his  Majefly’s  government  in  that  Houfe.  If  it 
meant  anymore  than  to  call  on  his  Majefty  to  repeat  that 
promife,  it  meant  invidjoufly  to  infinuate  that  he  had  forfeit- 
ed his  royal  promife  to  that  Houfe.  In  his  mind  it  was 
highly  abfurd  to  ftippofe  for  a moment  that  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain  wa3  indifferent  to  the  fafety  of  Ireland — if 
Ireland  was  loft  to  the  empire,  England  herfelf  mult  fall. 
It  was  unnatural  to  fuppofe  fjie  would  be  indifferent  to  her 
own  fafety,  and  (he  well  knew  the  fhorteft  road  to  her  own. 
ruin  would  be  to  abandon  Ireland  ; if  therefore  Ireland  had 
no  other  fecurity  for  the  protection,  of  Great,  Britain,  fhe 
had  the  ftrongeft  of  all  others,  felf-intereft-  and  feif-lovep, 
and  if  England  had  no  other  motive  to  protcCt  Ireland,  the 
confcioufnefs  of  her  own  falvation  at  (take  would  be  a fuffi- 
cient  ftimulus — and  our  gracious  Sovereign,  the  common 
father  of  both  realms,  was  equally  folicitous  for  each,  be- 
caufe  convinced  that  the  lofs  of  either  muft.be  the  ruii:,of; 
both.  He  moved  the  order  of  the  day. 

Dr.  Browne  (of  the  College)  differed  from  the  Right; 
Hon.  Bart,  who  fpoke  laft,  with  refpeCt  to  the  earneft  folici- 
tude of  the  Britifh  miniftry  for  the  fafety  of  Ireland,  and 
he  appealed  to  the  late  uninterrupted  attempt  of  the  enemy 
at  Bantry  Bay,  where  not  a fingle  fhip  of  England  had  even 
appeared,  to  moled  or  impede  their  hoftile  purpofes.  Had 
there  been  even  three  Britifh  Blips  of  the  line  ftationgd  in 
Cork  harbour  at  the  time,  they  might  have  taken  the  whole 
of  the  French  veffels  in  that  expedition  ; and  the  proof  was, 
that  the  Doris,  and  another  of  Admiral  Kingfmill’s  cruifers 
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who  failed  cut  of  Cork  harbour,  were  nearly  able  to  keep  up 
with  the  enemy  tilil  they  reached  Breft,and  notwithstanding 
what  had  been  faid  on  a former  night  by  an  Hon.  Gent, 
almoft  the  only  profeffional  feaman  in  the  Houfe  (Capt. 
Packenham),  as  to  the  zeal  of  the  Britifh  admiralty  for  the 
protection  of  Ireland,  and  the  deftruCtion  of  the  enemy’s 
fleet,  the  notoriety  of  that  fleet  having  been  17  days  in  our 
harbours  unmolefted,  had  fet  the  public  belief  in  oppohtion 
to  the  authority  of  that  Hon.  Gentleman. 

Here  Dr.  Browne  was  called  to  order  by 

Mr.  M.  Beresford,  who  appealed  to  the  chair,  whether 
it  was  orderly  or  candid  for  the  Hon.  Member  to  allude  to 
what  had  paffed  on  a former  debate,  and  more  efpecially  to 
what  had  then  fallen  from  an  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  was 
not  nowin  his  place  to'defend  himfelf. 

Dr.  Browne  apologifed  for  having  alluded  to  a former 
debate,  but  obferved,  it  was  much  the  cuftom,  when  any 
member  fooke  in  that  Houfe  to  arraign  the  meafuves  of 
adminiftration,  for  that  Hon.  Member  to  endeavour  to  put 
him  down  by  calling  him  to  order. 

Mr.  Beresford  faid  he  did  not  underftand  what  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  mea^t  to  infinuate  *,  he  called  the  Hon.  GentJe- 
rnan  to  order  when  he  was  grofsly  irregular,  and  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  gets  up  and  attributes  to  him,  he  might  fay  fo.Ife- 
/y,  motives  which  he  difclaimed. 

Dr.  Browne  faid  he  would  not  prefs  upon  the  Houfe, 
matter  which  appeared  difagreeable  to  them,  but  if  any 
gentleman  faid  he  had  aliened  any  thing  falfely  *,  he  gave 
that  gentleman  the  lye. 

The  Speaker  inflantly  ordered  the  gallery  to  be  cleared  of 

Grangers, 

When  ft  rammers  were  re-admitted.  Lord  Ed.  Fitzgerald 
•was  concluding  a fpeech  of  which  the  tendency  was  fa- 
vourable to  the  motion  for  the  addrefs. 


Sir 
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Sir  L.  Parsons  fupported  the  motion.  lie  drew  a me- 
lancholy pi&ure  of  the  declenfion  of  our  manufactures — the 
fall  of  '•very  kind  of  produce  and  the  (late  of  public  credit. 
He  attributed  all  of  thefe  to  two  caufes,  the  one,  the  iub- 
duCtion  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  by  government  in  loans, 
and  the  other  the  negleCf  of  adminiltration  to  put  the  coun- 
try into  a Hate  of  defence  againft  the  incurfions  of  a feroci- 
ous and  formidable  enemy  ; againft  vvhofe  formidable  in- 
curfions the  Pyrenees  had  not  guarded  Spain,  nor  the  Alps, 
Italy,  nor  the  Rhine,  Germany,  nor  the  Scheldt,  Holland. 
To  fuch  enemies,  what  had  the  naked  coafts  of  Ireland  to 
eppofe  unprotected  by  a naval  force  ? Nothing  ; we  had 
neither  Alps  nor  defiles  to  defend  us  againft  them,  and 
without  the  certain  protection  of  a Britilh  fleet,  what  was 
to  be  our  alternative  ? In  failure  of  our  repelling  the  foe  by 
the  energy  of  internal  itrength,  Ireland  mtift  become  either 
a colony  to  France,  or  the  theatre  of  war  between  France 
and  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  M.  Berfsford  was  molt  firmly  perfuaded,  the  fpeech 
of  the  Hon.  Bart,  this  night  as  well  as  his  anxiety  on  alloc- 
cafions  evinced  for  the  fafety  of  the  country,  arole  from  the 
very  pureft  motives  and  belt  intentions  for  the  fafety  and 
welfare  of  his  country ; but  at  the  fame  time,  he  was  con- 
vinced the  arguments  of  his  Hon.  Friend  tended  rather  to 
counteract  than  promote  his  avowed  objeCt,  by  damping  the 
public  fpirit  of  the  country,  and  by  throwing  out,  in-expref- 
iions  of  alarm  and  defpondency,  encouraging  invitations  of 
the  enemy.  The  Hon.  Bart,  had  told  the  Houfe,  that  in 
defeCl  of  a Britifh  fleet,  our  coafts  were  naked  to  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  and  that  we  had  neither  Alps  nor  Pyrenees 
to  impede  their  approach.  But  he  would  tell  the  Horn 
Bart,  of  a bulwark  to  this  country,  more  formidable  to  the 
enemy  than  mountains  piled  on  mountains  ; it  was  the 
bravery  and  manly  courage  of  the  Irifh  nation  ; a courage 
blazoned  in  the  military  annals  of  every  nation  in  Europe; 
a courage  eminent  from  the  earlieft  records  of  antiquity;  a 
courage,  which  on  the  late  alarm  of  invafion  caught  fire 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  and  pervaded  our 
very  women,  and  which,  fo  long  as  it  continued  to  warm 
the  bol'oms  of  Irilhmen,  would  be  the  fared  bulwark  of 
their  country.  The  Hon.  Bart,  in  his  zeal  for  the  public 
fafety,  had  laboured  to  damp  that  courage  which  was  its 
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4 bed  fecurity : but  did  Irifhmen  feel  nerves  lefs  bold  in  de- 
fence of  their  country,  their  conftitution,  their  religion,  their 
wives,  children  and  property,  than  thofe  enemies  that  dared 
to  threaten  deftru&ion  to  all  ?— He  was  confident  they  did 
not ; and  with  refpeCt  to  the  protediion  of  a Britifh  navy, 
the  Houfe  had  been  already  {hewn,  that  Ireland  had  to  rely 
as  much  on  that  as  Great  Britan  herfelf.  With  refpeCt  to 
the  argument  of  a fleet  of  three  fail  of  the  line  at  Cork  being 
able  to  take  the  French  fleet  on  a recent  occafion,  he  denied 
the  fadb,  and  (hewed  (though  no  feaman)  that  a fleet  could 
not  have  got  out  of  Cork  harbour  at  the  time. 

Sir  H.  Langrishe  oppofed  the  motion,  as  wholly  unne- 
ceffary.  It  was  utterly  incompatible  with  common  fenfe  to 
fuppofe  that  our  gracious  fovereign,  the  common  head  of  the 
empire,  would  abandon  this  country,  in  the  application  of 
the  public  force,  which  in  virtue  of  the  royal  prerogative 
belonged  to  him.  It  was  alfo  in  his  mind  abfurd  to  call 
upon  his  majefty  to  divide  and  difperfe  the  naval  force  of  the 
empire,  on  the  local  defence  of  particular  ports  or  harbours. 
Great  Britain  herfelf,  had  a number  of  important  ports,  fo 
Ifad  Jamaica,  and  the  other  Britifh  Weft  India  Iflands,  fo 
had  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  feveral  parts  of  the  Britifh 
Baft  Indies  *,  but  if  each  of  thefe  chofe,  and  they  certainly 
had  as  good  a right  as  Cork,  to  call  for  the  feparate  protecti- 
on of  a Britifh  fquadron,  the  whole  force  of  the  Britifh 
navy  would  be  divided  and  difperfed,  fo  as  to  be  incapable 
of  aCting  with  effect,  and  the  enemy  would  ride  miftrefs 
of  the  ocean. 

The  queftion  being  loudly  called  for,  Lord  Kingsijo- 
*ougii  rofe  in  reply  ; he  faid  he  had  attended  clofely  to  the 
whole  of  the  debate,  and  had  not  heard  a fingle  argument 
to  convince  him  his  motion  was  not  neceflary,  he  fhould 
therefore  perfift  in  it. 

Sir  J.  Blaquiere  fupported  Lord  Kinfborough’s  motion. 

The  Houfe  divided  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer’s motion  for  the  order  of  the  day, 

Ayes,  59. — -Noes,  3 6, 
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Tellers  for  the  ayes,  Sir  Hercules  I.angrifhe  and  Mr. 
Marcus  Beresford. — For  the  noes,  Lord  Kingfborough  and 
Mr.  J.  Ponfonbv. 

Dr.  Browne  of  the  College  Bated  to  the  Houfe,  that  a 
reverend  and  learned  gentleman,  a fellow  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, an  ornament  to  the  learning  of  his  country,  an  adlive 
magiiirate,  a molt  worthy  member  of  fociety,  and  a parti- 
cular and  efteemed  friend  of  his  own,  Dr.  Hamilton,  ol 
Trinity  College,  who  had  a living  in  the  North,  near  the 
banks  of  Loughfwilly,  having  dined  a few  days  fince  at  the 
houfe  of  a Mr.  Waller,  in  his  neighbourhood,  the  houfe 
was  furrounded  by  a banditti  of  armed  ruffians,  about  ten 
o’clock  at  night,  who  broke  into  the  houfe  while  the  family 
were  at  fupper,  calling  loudly  for  Dr.  Hamilton,  and  threat- 
ening death  to  the  whole  family.  Mrs.  Waller  implored 
mercy  for  herhufband,  a feeble  poor  gentleman,  who  having 
loft  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  was  unable  to  fly  from  their  iury, 
and  fhe  threw  herfelf  over  him  toprotedl  him  from  afta (filia- 
tion, when  the  mifereants  fired  three  (hots  through  her  body 
which  killed  her  inftantly.  They  then  threatened  to  raze 
the  houfe,  and  put  all  the  inhabitants  to  death  if  Dr.  Ha- 
milton was  not  produced,  and  the  fervants,  to  fave  their 
own  lives,  dragged  him  from  the  wine  cellar  to  the  door — 
he  endeavoured  to  cling  by  the  ftaple  of  the  hall  door  lock  *, 
but  the  villains  burnt  his  hand  to  force  him  to  quit  his 
hold,  and  then  dragged  him  a ftiort  diftance  from  the  houfe, 
where  they  in  a moil  barbarous  manner  murdered  him. 
This  worthy  gentleman  had  left  a wife  and  nine  children 
wholly  unprovided  j and  Dr.  Browne’s  motive  for  mentioning 
the  matter,  was  in  order  to  inftitute  fome  public  provide:! 
for  his  afflicted  family.  It  was  a principle  of  our  conftint- 
tional  law,  when  a man’s  houfe  was  robbed  after  funfejt,  to 
make  the  diftricl  anfwerable — his  wifli  was  to  extend  the 
law,  and  to  make  the  diftridt  in  this  cafe  chargeable  with 
provifion  for  the  family,  thus  bereft  of  its  protector  ; and 
he  fhould  make  a motion  to  that  effcdl  to-morrow,  if  the 
Houfe  would  give  him  leave. 

Mr.  Pelham  allured  the  Hon.  Member,  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  already  formed  the  intention  of  re- 
commending the  widow  and  children  of  Dr.  Hamilton  Vj 
his  Majefty,  as  deferving  objedts  of  royal  favour  ; but  if  the 

Hon. 
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Hon.  Member  wiftied  to  perfift  in  taking  the  fen  fe  of  the 
Houfe  on  the  fubjedt,  he  fhould  be  fiient  till  that  fenfe  was 

taken. 

It  was  agreed  that  Dr.  Browne  fhould  bring  on  his  motion- 
on  a future  day. 


Tuesday,  March  7,  1797. 

A mefiage  was  read  from  the  Lords,  by  Mr.  Juftice  Kelly, 
and  Mr.  Baron  George,  dating  that  their  Lordfhips  had 
agreed  to  the  hearth-tax  bill,  fire-arm  duty  bill,  and  others. 

Sir  J.  Blaquiere  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to 
explain  and  amend  the  a£I  of  the  30th  of  the  King,  for  ex- 
tending the  powers  of  the  corporation  for  paving  and  light- 
ing the  City  of  Dublin,  and  to  enable  them  to  borrow  upon 
their  funds  the  fum  therein  named — he  dated,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  corporation  in  borrowing  this  fum  was  to  defray 
the  expence  incurred,  in  confequence  of  the  higher  price 
of  oil  this  year — that  in  this  article  the  corporation  this  year 
paid  upwards  of  3,500!.  more  than  in  any  former  year, — 

Leave  given,  and  he  prefented  the  bill,  which  was  read  a 
firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a fecond  time  on  Thurfday 
next. 

Mr.  Maxwell  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for 
prey  eating  the  impounding  of  cattle  for  trefpafs  or  damage 

* it  t * i * i 

On  being  called,  on  by  the  Attorney  General  to  explain 
‘ nw:  re  of  his  bill,  he  faid  that  at  prefent,  cattle  could  not 
j-e  recovered  by  the  owner  after  being  pounded  unlefs  by 
'epic  ')  , this  mode  could,  not  be  refqrted  to  under  an  ex- 
pence oi  202.  though  frequently  the  damage  done  by  the 
cattle  did  notamount  to  fixpence.  To  remedy  tins  inconvc- 
•dcace,  and  prevent  the  expence  attending  the  remedy  by 
r r oi  . • 5 the  oill  meant  to  empower  a juftice  of  the  peace  to 

h xi  000:  parties,  and  to  refer  the  matter  in  difpltte  to  two 

land- 
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land-holders,  one  to  be  appointed  by  each  of  the  parties— 
if  thefe  did  not  agree,  the  juft  ice  might  call  in  an  umpire, 
whofe  decifion  was  to  be  final. 

Leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  gave  notice  that  when  the  revenue  bill 
(houldbe  brought  in,  he  would  take  occafion,  in  its  progrcfs, 
to  move  that  fait  employed  in  the  fifhery,  fhculd  be  exempted 
from  the  fait  duty. 

Mr.  D.  Browne  obferved  that  this  exemption  was  fuper- 
fluous,  as  the  fait  duty  could  fcarcely  in  an  degree  afFedt  the 
price  of  herrings. 

Mr.  Maxwell  prefented  a bill  to  explain  and  amend 
the  election  adl. 

Read  a firft  time,  and  to  be  read  a fecond  time  on  Friday 
next. 

< 

Read  a third  time  and  pafied,  the  fubaltern  militia  bill, 
and  the  loan  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  after  a fhort  pre- 
face, in  which  he  contended  that  the  victory  of  Admiral 
Jervis  afforded  the  beft  proof  of  the  fuperiority  of  that  mode 
of  defence  which  confifted  in  keeping  the  fleet  in  motion, 
to  meet  the  enemy  wherever  they  might  be  found,  over  that 
which  would  keep  them,  agreeably  to  a motion  made  lair 
night  by  a noble  Lord,  fixed  to  a particular  fpot,  moved, 
“ that  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Sir  John  Jervis, 
Rear  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  for  the  very  brilliant  and  im- 
portant victory  obtained  by  the  fleet  under  his  command, 
over  the  fleet  of  Spain,  on  the  14th  of  Feb.  laft  ; a vidforv 
as  momentous  and  fignal,  as  any  in  the  naval  annals  of  the 
empire.” 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  BerEsford,  who  pro- 
nounced a handfome  panegyric  on  the  private  as  well  as  the 
public  chara£ter  of  the  Admiral. 

Sir  L.  Parsons,  aflenting  fully  to  the  extreme  Importance 
of  the  vidfory  obtained  by  Admiral  Jervis,  Aid  that  no  in- 
ference could  be  drawn  from  it  againft  the  motion  of  laft 
night.  It  was  not  meant  by  any  gentleman  who  fupported 
v thar 
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that  motion,  that  Britain  was  to  have  no  fleet  at  fe;*,  becaufe 
it  was  cfefired  that  a portion  of  her  fleet  fhould  be  (lationed 
off  the  coaft  of  Ireland.  No  man  could  be  fo  abfurd  as  to 
reafon  fo,  and,  Therefore,  the  inference  which  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  had  derived  from  this  victory  over  the 
Spanilh  fleet  abroad,  was  not  founded. 

Sir  J.  BlaquiEre  fpoke  a few  words  to  the  fame  effect. 

The  motion  was  then  carried  nem.  con. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved,  t£  that 
the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  the  officers,  &c.  ferv- 
ing  in  the  fleet  under  Sir  John  Jervis,  oh  the  14th  of  Fe- 
bruary,” which  was  carried  nem.  con.  as  was  alfo  another,  by 
which  the  Houfe  refolved,  “ that  the  feamen  and  marines 
on  board  the  fleet,  had  behaved  in  this  adfion  fo  as  to  enti- 
tle them  to  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe  *,  and  that  the 
refpective  Captains  ffiould  communicate  this  refolution  to 
the  men  under  their  command. 

In  Commitee  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  Mafon  in  the 
Chair, 

The  Chan,  of  the  Exchequer  moved  a refolution,  the 
purport  of  which  was,  that  the  bounties  hitherto  paid  on 
the  inland  carriage  of  corn,  meal,  malt  or  flour,  to  Dublin 
ihould  henceforth  ceafe. 


Sir  L.  Parsons  faid,  this  motion  came  on  the  Houfe  by 
furprife,  though  it  was  one  of  the  very  laffc  importance,  and 
therefore  fhould  have  been  brought  forward  in  a full  Houfe, 
and  when  Gentlemen  were  fully  prepared.  Was  it  not 
enough,  he  alked,  that  the  Right  lion.  Gentleman  had  de- 
ftroyed  the  credit  of  the  country  by  his  plunder  of  the  Bank, 
but  will  he  now  lay  his  unhappy  hands  on  the  agriculture 
of  the  country.  Was  it  a time,  when  the  produce  of  the' 
ground  had  fallen  one  half  in  value,  to  add  calamity  to  ca- 
lamity, and  deprive  the  tiller  of  the  earth  of  this  largefs,  on 
which  the  Legiflature  had  taught  him  to  depend  ? Agricul- 
ture had  thriven  in  an  unexampled  manner  under  the  prefent 
fyflem  of  corn  bounties  and  regulations — now  was  not  a 
time  to  tamper  with  them  j — at  lead  ample  time  ought  to  be 
giyeu  to  confider  the  confequence  of  the  meafure.  Lands 

had 
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had  been  fet  under  the  faith  of  the  continuance  of  this  a£V, 
at  a much  higher  rent  than  would  otherwife  have  been  given 
for  them  *, — mills  had  been  eredled  in  various  parts  or  the 
country,  on  the  faith  of  thisadf,  and  large  property  funk. — 
It  became  the  Houfe  to  pay  attention  to  thefe  fadts,  before 
they  removed  at  once  a fyltem  of  bounties,  which,  if  it 
were  wife  to  alter  at  all,  fhould  be  altered  gradually,  in  order 
to  allow  time  to  individuals  to  remove  their  property  out  of 
a bufmefs  in  w’hich  thefe  bounties  had  induced  them  to 
enter. 

The  Chan,  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  had  given  three 
weeks  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  on  a meafure  of  this 
kind  ; he  had  alfo  renewed  that  notice  on  the  laid  night. 
With  refpedt  to  the  Bank  which  he  had  been  accufed  of 
plundering,  what  had  been  done  by  him,  in  regard  of  the 
loan  he  had  taken  from  it,  he  had  done  .under  the  fandlion 
of  Parliament  > and  to  pubhc  credit,  the  Hon.  Bart,  has 
done  at  leaft  as  much  to  depreciate  it  as  he  had  done.  Such 
fort  of  crimination  therefore,  fhould  not  deter  him  from 
providing  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  in  the  orofpcrity 
of  whofe  agriculture  and  other  concerns  he  was  as  much 
interefted  as  the  Hon.  Bart. 

Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  W.  B Ponfonby,  Mr.  Bagwell,  Mr. 
II  oare,  and  Mr.  Alexander,  were  for  poftponing  the  motion 
until  more  ample  notice  fhould  be  given  to  the  public  of  the 
intended  change.  They  averted,  that  the  rents  which  were 
now  ill  paid,  on  account  of  the  fall  of  grain,  would  be  much 
worfe  paid  when  thefarmerlhouldbe  deprivedof  this  which  lie 
confidered  certain  gain  ; that  this  meafure  was  not  necedary 
as  a meafure  of  revenue,  becaufe  the  revenue  which  would 
arife  from  it  would  be  taken  away  by  a bounty  on  the  export 
from  Dublin,  and  that  though  the  meafure  might  be  in  it- 
felf  a good  one,  yet  the  committee  fhould  very  ferioufly 
confider  whether  this  was  a proper  time  for  it,  when  the 
farmer  was  already  fo  much  depreiTed  by  the  fall  in  the  price 
of  every  kind  of  produce,  and  when  thepeafantry  were  cer- 
tainly not  in  the  mod  contented  date. 

The  Speaker  was  for  the  motion.  He  faid  the  nature 
of  the  corn  laws  was  mil'conceived  by  the  Gentlemen  who 
oppofed  the  meafure,  and  then  he  gave  a fhort  hiftory  of  th& 
bounty  on  inland  carriage.  In  the  year  1^59  this  country 

exported 
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exported  no  corn,  on  the  contrary,  a great  part  of  its  con- 
sumption, particularly  that  of  Dublin,  was  fupplied  by  that 
of  England.  In  the  date  of  the  legiflature  of  the  country, 
at  that  period,  it  could  not  be  expe&ed  that  Englilh  corn 
fhould  be  prohibited — it  was  determined,  therefore,  to  fe- 
cure  the  market  of  Dublin  to  the  Irifh  farmer,  not  by  pro- 
hibiting of  foreign  grain,  but  by  fuch  a bounty  as  would 
enable  the  farmer  to  bring  his  corn  to  Dublin  on  terms 
that  would  enable  him  to  meet  the  imported  corn.  In  this 
way  the  bounty  on  inland  carriage  continued  to  operate  be- 
neficially, until  in  1782,  fucha'change  took  place  in  the  le- 
giflature as  was  foon  followed  by  a prohibition  of  the 
Britifh  grain.  At  that  period  the  bounty  became  ufelefs,  be- 
caufe the  Irifh  farmer  had  no  longer  the  former  competition 
to  contend  with.  The  bounty  was,  after  that  time,  not  only 
ufelefs,  but  an  impediment  to  the  agriculture  of  the  country, 
and  particularly  injurious  to  the  city  of  Dublin.  Eor  fo  long 
as  this  bounty  was  given  on  the  carriage  of  corn  to  Dublin, 
no  bounty  could  be  given  on  the  export  of  corn  from  this 
port,  and  of  courfe  the  market  of  Dublin  muft  have  been 
but  fcantily  fupplied,  becaufe  there  was  no  market  for  the 
Surplus  of  Its  confumption  ; — accordingly  the  city  of  Dublin 
has  often  within  that  time,  been  in  danger  of  famine,  not 
having  more  than  two  days  fupply.  Ele  fnewed  that  the 
agriculture  fuffered  by  this  rellriction  of.export  from  Dublin, 
by  (hewing  that  Dublin  was,  of  all  ports  in  the  kingdom, 
bell  calculated  for  that  trade,  as  being  oppofite  the  wellern 
coafl  of  England,  the  principal  market  for  grain,  and  as 
fending  out  annually  more  (hips  in  ballait  than  all  the  reft 
■of  the  kingdom.  The  removal  of  this  bounty,  he  proved, 
could  not  injure  the  farmer,  becaufe  he  would  receive  at  the 
rate  of  one  (hilling  and  eleven  pence  peiubar.  bounty  on  the 
export  of  grain,  while  the  inland  carriage  bounty  would 
not  amount  on  an  average  to  above  is.  4d.  per  barrel  ; and 
finally  he  (hewed,  that  this  was  peculiarly  the  time  for  this 
meafure,  becaufe  corn  being  now.  cheap,  from  the  redun- 
dancy in  the  market,  it  was  the  more  necefiary  to  open  the 
port  of  Dublin  for  export,  the  bell  port  in  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Pelham,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Mr.  Rocbfort,  Counsellor 
Stewart,  and  Sir  H.  Cavendiih  fupported  the  refolution. 

The  queftion  was  carried  without  a divifion.  The  com- 
mittee adjourned,  and  the  report  ordered  for  Thurfday,  to 
which  day  the  Houfe  adjourned. 


Thursday, 
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Thursday,  March  9,  1 7 9** 

ttoufe  rcfolvcd  into  Committee  on  the  infolvent  bill 3 
Mr;  Holmes  in  the  chair. 

On  filling  up  the  blank  for  the  greateft  fnm  due  to 
one  perfon,  which  fhould  preclude  from  the  benefit  of 
the  a6f>  it  was  propofed  by  Mr<  Egan,  that  the  fum 
fhould  be  fixed  at  5 ,:ol.— -but  this  was  oppoled  by  Mr.  , 
M.  Beresford  as  too  great ; he  therefore  moved,  that  the 
fum  of  200I  fhould  be  fubltituted.- 

On  a division,  there  were  for  Mr.  Beresford’s  mo- 
tion 25,  again!!  it  39; 

The  fum  of  300I,  was  then  moved,  and  on  the  motion 
being  put,  it  was  rejected  without  a divifion. 

The  motion  for  filling  up  the  blank  by  the  fum  of  500L 
Was  then  carried 

The  Chairman  reported  progrefs,  and  the  Committee 
to  lit  to-morrow; 

Mn  Pelham,  after  a fhort  preface,  in  which  he 
flated,  that,  as  the  credit  of  the  Bank  did  not  appear  to 
want  any  aid  from  Parliament,  it  was  better,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  not  to  enter  into  any  inveffigation  of  the  flate  of 
their  affairs,  and  that  no  flop  had  yet  been  taken  by  the 
Parliament  of  England,  which  made  it  neceffary  to  adopt 
any  meafures  in  confequence  thereof  in  this  country — > 
moved,  that  the  order  for  taking  into  confideration  his 
Excellency’s  Meffage  be  farther  poflponed  to  Thurfday 
fe’nnight.  • 

Sir  W.G.  Newcomen  agreed  entirely  in  the  idea  that 
the  credit  of  the  Bank  flood  at  prefent  perfectly  in- 
dependent of  parliamentary  aid. 

Sol.  Gen.  faid,  in  corroboration,  that  the  provifion 
trade  of  this  city,  fo  far  as  concerned  the  fales  of  Smith- 
field,  had  gone  on  this  day,  with  more  fpirit  and  vigour 
than  for  fome  time  back,  fo  well  convinced  were  the 
graziers  of  the  folvency  of  bank  paper. 
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Mr.  Bagwell  and  Sir  J.  Blaquiere*  fj. ok f each  a few 
few  words  on  the  W ays  and  Means. 

Mr.  Mafon  brought  up  the  report  which  relates  to 
. the  removal  of  the  bounty  on  the  inland  can  iage  of  corn. 

Sir  L.  Parsons.  Did  I wifh  to  add  calamity  to  the 
calamities  oftliis'co untry ,ancl  diicob tent  to  its  difcontents, 

I fhould  fupport  the  refolution  that  is  now  propoied.  on 
are  by  it  called  upon  to  abrogate  afyltem  of  laws  which  40 
years  experience  has  appro ved,  undfcr  the  regulations  of 
which  the  interior  of  your  ifland  has  been  changed  from 
fferile  waftes  to  fertile  fields,and  from  a fcattered  and  rare 
population  to  an  encreafe  of  inhabi  tan  tsunexatn  pled  in  the 
time  in  any  country  of  Europe.  You  are  called  upon  to 
do  this  too  in  violation  of  parliamentary  faith  pledged  by 
your  own  unanimous  resolutions,  and  corroborated  by 
the  perpetual  acts  of  your  legislature,  under  the  fan&ion 
of  which  immenfe  capitals  have  been  expended  by  the 
manufacturers  of  grain,  and  the  lands  of  your  internal 
counties  taken  at  high  rents  and  long  leafes  by  the  induf- 
trious  hufbandmen  : fo  that  both  of  thefe  valuable  defcrip- 
tions  of  men  will  by  this  fatal  meafure  be  brought  to  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin — and  this  too  at  a time  when  by  the  mif- 
eonduCl  of  your  minifter  in  taking  the  mercantile  capital 
out  of  your  bank,  and  negleCling  every  meafure  for 
ft  lengthening  the  defence  of  the  country,  fuch  diftrefs  and 
defpondency  have  overwhelmed  your  people,  that  the 
fruits  of  the  hufbandman’s  labours  do  not  fell  now  for 
half  what  they  did  but  two  months  ago. 

Sir  L.  P.  then  read  extra&s  out  of  the  journals  from 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  corn  laws  in  1774. 
Where  the  committee,  fpeaking  of  the  bounty  on  the 
carriage  of  corn  to  Dublin,  fay — 44  to  which  fum  alone 
44  your  committee  obferve  is  to  be  attributed  the  eft* 

• tablillnnent  of  mills,  and  every  advantage  arifing  ' 
i 4 from  them,  the  convenience  they  afford  the  faimer, 

*c  the  regularity  they  inline  in  market,  the  preferva- 
4C  tion  of  grain,  the  interefted  attention  of  the  miller, 

(X  to  our  import  and  export,  and  every  other  bene- 
c<  ft  to  tiie  poor,  and  to  the  rich,  to  the  farmer  and 
44  to  the  coifumer,  to  the  national  wealth,  and  con- 

44  fequently 
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te  feqnently  to  the  national  revenue?  that  a rife 9 from  this 
t(  inftitution  : an  l to  this  fum  only  is  the  city  of  Dublin 
“ to  impute  the  advantage,  ot  the  material  of  her  bread 
coming  in  the  chcancft  inftead  of  the  dea reft  mode  of 
cc  carriage?  and  that the  now  fees  well-ftored  grannies 
cc  throughout  all  the  land  cre£lcd  and  maintained  for 
<c  her  fupplyv’ 

Such  was  the  panegyric  of  a committee  of  this  Houfe 
upon  thefe  laws  alter  a long  enquiry  in  the  year  1774? 
an  1 yet  now  without  any  enquiry  you  are  called  upon 
at  once  to  annul  them  : 'Flic  opinion  of  this  committee 
was  followed  by  eight  refolutions  to  the  fame  effect  which 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  nem.  ccn. 

Now  what  has  occurred  fince  .0  countervail  the  deli- 
berate opinion  of  this  committee  and  the  unanimous  re- 
folutions  of  your  Houfe  ? Has  it  appeared  that  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  fince  that  time  has  declined? 
Or  are  you  not  all  convinced  of  its  abundant  encreafe  ? 
Is  it  then  a few  ingenious  but  fallacious  arguments  that  are 
to  overthrow  the  conviction  o4  your  fenfes?  and  for  a 
precarious  theory  induce  you  to  abandon  that  fyftem,  the 
wifdom  of  which  has  been  approved  by  40  years  experi- 
ence ? 

But  obferve  the  arguments.  Firft  you  are  told  that  this 
meafure  will  be  an  advantage  to  Dublin.  Now  what  is 
the  fa6l  ? At  p refen t the  people  of  Dublin  purchafe 
corn  for  the  country  price?  and  the  internal  expence  of 
carriage  is  paid  for  by  the  bounty'.  Take  of  the  bounty 
then  and  what  follows  ? The  people  of  Dublin  muff  then 
pay  not  only  for  the  corn  but  for  the  carriage  alfo.  Will 
then  any  man  in  his  fenfes  believe  that  the  people  of  Dub- 
lin will  have  this  great  necefary  of  life  cheaper  when 
they  are  to  pay  for  both  the  corn  and  the  carriage,  than 
now  when  they  pay  for  the  corn  alone  ? But  then  it  is 
faid,  if  the  people  of  Dublin  lofe  the  benefit  - of  the  inland 
bounty?  they  will  get  the  benefit  of  the  export  bounty, 
which  is  to  be  given  then  in  lieu  of  it. — But  of  what  ufe 
to  them  is  this  export  bounty  ? for  what  is  the  export 
bounty?  but  a premium  to  take  the  corn  out  ot  the  city, 
and  will  this  make  it  cheaper  in  the  city  ? no,  but  the 
very  reverie.  A bounty  to  bring  a commodity  ir*o  the 
city  will  make  it  cheaper  in  the  city  ; and,  therefore?  the 
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Inland  bounty  t o bring  corn  in,  makes  corn  here  cheap, 
and  tor  the  lame  realon  the  export  bounty  to  take  corn 
will  make  it  dear.  Therefore,  the  prefent  bounty  ope- 
rates in  the  beft  way  lor  this  citv,  and  the  pio:  ofed  boun- 
ty in  the  very  worft,  and  yet  it  is  pretended  that  this  city 
is  to  be  ferved  by  commuting  them. 

Some  merchants  I know  approve  of  the  mcafure.  But 
the  intereft  of  the  merchants  is  in  this  inftance  as  well  as 
in  many  others  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  intereft  of 
the  citizens,  and  of  the  country.— -For  example,  it  would 
be  the  intereft  of  the  merchants  that  this  city  fliould  be 
fupplied  with  corn  from  England  or  America  as  it  was 
formerly,  lather  than  from  the  interior  of  your  own 
country — for  they  would  have  a profit  on  the  import, 
but  they  have  none  on  the  land  carriage.  The  confide- 
ration,  therefore,  with  them  is  not  whether  taking  otf  the 
inland  bounty  will  make  corn  dear  or  cheap  in  the  city, 
01  whether  it  w ill  make  agriculture  flourifh  or  decline 
in  the  country,  but  whether  it  will  give  them  a commerce 
equivalent  to  that  of  which  the  inland  bounty  deprived 
them,  by  which  deprivation  that  bounty  was  to  them  a 
great  lois,  but  to  this  city  and  to  this  country  an  in- 
eftimable  gain.  The  opinion  therefore  of  the  Dublin 
merchant  is  the  opinion  of  a party,  intcrefted  againft  the 
manufacturer  of  Dublin,  and  againft  the  farmer  of  the 
interior  counties.  And  though  the  merchant  knows  that 
you  have  laid  prohibitions  on  the  import  from  other 
countries  which  did  not  exift  formerly,  yet  he  alfo  knows 
that  Dublin  muff  be  fupplied,  and  as  it  cannot  be  fupplied 
from  the  interior  counties  when  this  bounty  is  abrogated, 
it  muft  from  the  exterior  counties— that  is  by  coaft  car- 
riage, that  is  by  the  merchant,  that  is  for  his  proSt,  buf 
for  this  city's  detriment  ; for  the  coaft  bounty  is  by  this 
yefolution  to  be  abrogated  alfo,  and  no  man  can  believe 
that  the  coin  will  be  brought  cheaper  to  this  city  coafr- 
ways  without  a bounty  than  with  one  ; or  that  this  city 
will  be  fo  cheaply  fupplied,  when  it  is  deprived  of  this 
meafure  of  the  fnpply  from  the  interior  counties  than  it  is 
st  prefent  when  it  is  fupplied  both  from  the  counties  ex- 
terior and  interior.  Dublin  at  prefent  is  fupplied  by  above 
200  rri  !s  Scattered  over  the  country:  the  proprietors  of 
♦hi  fc  mills  being  lb  many  and  fo  difperfed,  never  have 
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ami  never  can  continue  together  for  any  purpofe  cf 
monopoly  ; but  when  the  bounty  is  taken  off,  the 
fupply  of  the  city  will  be  transferred  to  a .few  merchants 
in  the  city,  who  will  have  the  grain  in  their  own  re~ 
pofitories,  and  who  can  therefore  at  all  times  elevate 
or  deprefs  its  price  juft  as  their  intereft  fhall  dictate. 
Thus,  by  this  new  fyftem,  rivalfhip  which  always  makes 
things  cheap,  is  exchanged  for  monopoly.,  which  always 
makes  things  deal— i-and  this,  too,  in  the  prime  article  of 
life  ; yet  this,  it  is  pretended,  will  be  for  the  advantage 
ol  Dublin.  I refpect  the  merchants  of  Dublin,  and 
would  with  to  ferve  them,  if  I could  do  it  without  inju- 
ry to  others;  but  I cannot  content,  in  order  to  give  a 
few  merchants  a monopoly,  to  the  adoption  of  a fyftem 
which  will  raife  the  price  of  bread  to  the  manufacturers 
of  this  town,  and  reduces  to  beggary  the  farmers  of  the 
inland  counties.  But  u is  fuppofed  .that  great  advanta- 
ges will  refult  from  the  bonnty  on  the  export  from  Dub- 
lin ; for  it  is  faid  a great  number  of  velfels  go  from  this 
port  to  England  in  ballaft,  which  will  then  go  laden  with 
corn,  and  therefore  that  the  freight  will  coft  little  or  no- 
thing. But  mark  the  confequence  of  this,  as  the  freight 
to  England  will  coft  nothing*  if  there  was  no  bounty  up^ 
on  the  export,  the  manufadiurer  in  England,  in  Liver- 
pool, for  inftance,  would  have  your  corn  as  cheap  as 
vour  own  manufacturer  here.  But  he  will  have  it  much 
cheaper,  for  there  is  a great  bounty  on  taking  it  there. 
He  will  then  have  it  fo  much  cheaper  as  is  the  amount  of 
that  bounty.  For  inftance,  if  the  barrel  of  wheat  here 
coft  25s.,  if  it  be  carried  to  Liverpool,  as  the  carriage 
will  coft  nothing,  if  there  was  no  bounty  it  could  be 
fold  there  for  twenty-five  {killings  ; but  we  are  to  give 
''a  bounty  tor  taking  it  there  of  35.  4ft,  fo  that  it  can  be 
fold  there  for  is.  tkl. — that  is^s.  4d.  a barrel  cheaper 
than  the  manufacturer  of  Dublin,  and  the  Irifh  nation  is 
to  pay  for  this.  If  England  had  conquered  this  country, 
and  wifhed  to  impofe  a tribute  on  it,  how  could  fhe 
better  do  it  than  to  make  you  pay  a great  bounty  for 
fupplying  her  manufaclureis  with  a prime  neceii'ary  of 
life  cheaper  than  you  do  your  own  ? Does  not  the  price 
of  manufadlu res  depend  on  the  price  of  the  food  of  the 
manufa&urer,  and  in  the  country  in  which  the  food  is 
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the  eheapeitj  wiil  not,  as  far  as  that  operates,  the  maay.- 
fadfure  be  the  cheapeft  ? and  is  not  therefore  your  giving 
an  export  bounty  upon  the  food  for  the  Englifh  manu- 
facturer equivalent  to  your  giving  an  import  bounty  up- 
on the  goods  o l the  Englifh  manufacturer.  Are  you 
not  fufFicieptly  underfold  already  by  the  Englifh  ma- 
nufacturer, but  you  muft  pay  alto  for  enabling  him 
to  eat  the  bread  of  your  people  for  lefs  than  they  do 
theinfelves  ? Your  inland  bounties  and  coaft  bounties 
are  the  very  reverfe.  They  pay  a premium  for  bring- 
ing iood  drearer,  not  to  the  Engiifh  manufacturer, 
but  to  your  own,  here  in  your  metropolis.  Yet  it  is 
thefe  bounties  you  are  now  called  on  to  abandon,  and  to 
give  a premium  in  future,  not  for  bringing  food  here  to 
your  own  people,  but  for  taking  it  away  to  others:  and 
this,  it  is  faid,  is  or  their  benefit.  You  are  told  indeed, 
that  there  is  danger  of  a fcarcity  of  corn  fome  time  or 
other  in  this  city,  from  not  having  (lores  in  this  city,  and 
that  if  the  export  be  eflablifhed,  the  merchants  will  have 
great  (lores  here;  but  what  is  the  fadr  ? That  it  is  ac- 
knowledged by  the  witnefies  for  the  new  fyftern  that  for 
40  years,  during  which  the  old  one  has  been  tiled,  no 
fuch  fcarcity  every  has  occurred.  They  tell  you,  indeed, 
that  fome  time  or  other  fuch  fnowsmay  fall  as  will  choke 
up  every  avenue  to  this  town,  and  ft  op  all  fupply,  as  if 
this  ifland  was  to  be  tranflated  into  the  regions  of  Nova 
Zembla,  and  in  the  wild  fear  of  phyft.cai  phenomena, 
which  never  have  and  never  can  occur  in  your  climate, 
they  would  make  you  abandon  your  fober  fcnfes,  and 
with  them  that  wife  fyftcm  under  which  your  country 
has  fo  long  profpered.  But  if  fuch  a vain  apprehenfion 
poffefs  any  man,  does  he  not  know  that  in  fuch  a cafe  you 
can  receive  fupplies  coaft  ways  or  from  England, unlefs  he 
apprehends  that  your  feas  will  be  frozen  up  alfo.  Befidcs 
that  you  could  e'ftablifh  fuch  a repofitory  of  coin  here  as 
would  provide  againft  any  cafualty  ; but  to  whatftreights 
are  men  reduced  to  fupport  their  theories,  who  are  re- 
duced to  fuch  arguments. 

It  is  deemed  a monftrous  abfurdity  that  we  {hall  pay 
3o,odol.  a year  for  bringing  our  corn  cheap  to  our  own 
'citizens;  but  why,  1 afk,  is  it  not  deemed  a monftrous  ab- 
furdity 
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furdity  that  we  fhouid  pay  a great  fum  for  taking  our 
corn  cheap  to  the  citizens  of  other  countries.  Mr.  Smith, 
the  bed  writer  on  this  fubjcid,  has  proved  the  impolicy  of 
export  bounties  on  coni,  which  makes  this  great  article 
ot  tile  dear  to  your  own  people,  an,d  cheap  to  the  people 
of  odicr  countries;  and  yet  the  object  of  this  new-  fyftem 
is  to  lubditute  the  export  bounty  fo  condemned,  for  tlie 
inland  bounty,  which  our  own  experience  has  fo  long 
approved.  However,  as  corn  is  not  in  general  the  food 
ot  our  people  in  the  country,  that  may  judifjy  an  export 
bounty  from  the  country  ports ; but  as  corn  is  the  food  of 
the  people  in  the  city,  there  fhouid  be  no  bounty  from 
the  city,  but  on  the  contrary  a bounty  to  it,  as  I have  al- 
ready argued,  i.  e..  the  bounties  fhouid  be  left  as  they 
_ars.  Some  have  argued  that  it  is  unlair  to  make  the 
whole  nation  pay  a bounty  for  bringing  corn  cheap  to 
Dublin,  but  you  will  be  latisfied  that  it  is  not  fo  it 
you  conlider  that  by  your  laws  you  redri6l  Dublin  from 
importing  corn  from  other  countries — and  why  ? not 
for  the  benefit  of  Dublin,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.,, 
Now.iince  you  prevent  the  people  of  Dublin  from  get- 
ting corn  from  other  countries  from  whence  they  might 
get  it  cheap,  and  thereby  force  them  to  get  it  from  your 
own.  What  can  be  more  fair  than  as  this  is  done  for  the 
benefit  ot  the  nation  at  large  to  make  the  nation  at  large 
pay  fuch  a bounty  as  will  give  the  citizens  of  Dublin  the 
corn  of  the  nation  as  cheap  as  they  could  purchafe  if 
permitted  the  corn  of  other  countries  ? 

Now  look  to  the  interior  of  your  country,  It^ls  faid 
the  people  of  Dublin  mud  eat,  and  ■ therefore  they  will 
putchafe  as  before,  the  corn  of  the  interior.  This  is  fo 
far  true  that  they  will  purchafe  corn,  if  they  can  afford 
to  do  fo,  but  if  by  your  regulations  you  raife  the  price  fo 
high  that  they  cannot  afford  to  purchafe  it,  then  they 
mudemigrateor  darve,  Itdoesnothowever  followthat  be- 
caufe  they  mud  eat  they  will  purchafe  the  corn  of  the  in- 
terior,for  if  they  cangetthecornof  exterior  countiescheap- 
er,they  will  purchafe  that.  Now  it  cods  as  much  to  bring 
corn  15  miles  by  land  carriage  as  it  docs  from  any  of 
your  eadern  or  fouthern  ports  to  Dublin  by  coad  car- 
riage. While  therefore  the  counties  near  thefe  ports  can 
fupply  this  city  with  corn,  not  a grain  will  be  brought 
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from  the  interior  counties.  For  you  know  that  the  coun- 
ties contiguous  to  Dublin  are  not  adequate  to  its  fupply* 
and  if  they  were  you  could  not  by  A 61  of  Parliament,  as 
with  a magic  wand,  convert  them  at  once  from  pafture  to 
tillage.  Thefe  operations  of  nature  are  How,  but  the 
operation  of  your  A61  is  to  be  inftantaneouc.  What  is  the 
confequence  ? That  as  the  counties  contiguous  to  Dub- 
lin cannot  afford  an  adequate  fupply,  and  as  the  interior 
counties  are  excluded  by  the  coft  of  land  carriage,  it  is  the 
margin  of  your  ifland  that  mi  ff  fupply  Dublin  by  coaft 
carriage,  and  what  is  the  confequence  of  tr.is?  That  the 
corn  which  if  the  prefent  fyftem  continued  would  be  fent 
from  youreaftern  mid  foiithern  ports  to  o|:her  nations* 
will  now  be  fent  to  this  city,  and  fo  your  export  trade  (to 
encreafe  which  the  advocates  of  the  new  fyftem  rifk  ail 
this  change)  inftead  of  being  feryed*  will,  for  the  prelent 
at  leaft,  be  deftroyed. 

Still  there  are  ibme  who  fuppofe  that  the  corn  of  the 
interior  will  make  its  way  to  Dublin  ; it  it  does  it  muff  be 
either  by  the  confumer  or  the  feller  paying  the  coft  of 
carriage,  which  at  prefent  is  paid  by  the  bounty.  In  one 
cafe  it  will  make  the  corn  fo  dear  in  town  as  wiU  ftarve 
the  manufacturer,  in  the  other  it  will  make  it  fo  cheap  in 
the  country  as  will  ruin  the  farmer  pr  divide  the  lofs  be- 
tween them,  and  both  will  be  fufferers,  by  a fyftem  by 
which  it  is  pretended  both  will  be  benefited.  It  is  faid, 
indeed,  the  bounty  is  fo  trifling  a conlideration,  it  may  be 
fo  to  the  rich  but  not  to  the  poor.  The  bounty  on 
bringing  a barrel  of  flour  40  miles  to  Dublin  is  3s.  4c!* 
and  on  bringing  it  60  miles  is  5s.  Befides  the  whole 
amount  of  the  bounty  is  80,000].  Is  it  a trifling  con- 
lideration then  whether  fo  great  a fum  as  this  be  paid 
by  the  people  of  Dublin  or  by  the  farmers  in  the 
country  ? But  it  is  faid,  that  export  bounty  from 
Dublin  will  be  no  better  for  the  internal  counties  than 
the  land  carriage  bounty.  But  which  is  the  facf  ? 
That  all  the  great  ports  in  the  kingdom,  except  Dub- 
lin, have  at  prefent  this  export  bounty,  confequently  that 
the  internal  countries  have  at  prefent  ports  nearer  t.o  them 
thart  Dublin,  from  which  they  might  export  with  this 
bounty— =-and  why  do  they  not  ? becaufe  the  expence 
of  land  carriage  more  than  counteraffs  it.  If  then  it 
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counteracts  all  benefit  to  them  from  this  bounty  from 
ports  which  arc  nearer,  furely  it  will  do  fo  from  Dunlin 
which  is  a port  more  remote.  Again,  the  internal  coun- 
ties will  either  be  able  to  fupply  Dublin  as  ufual  with 
corn  or  they  .will  not ; if  they  will  not,  then  it  is  cl£ar 
that  they  .cannot  export  their  corn  from  Dublin,  for  if 
they  are  .underfold  by  the  Dublin  merchants  in  any  mar- 
ket tfyey  could  export  to  from  Dublin,  and  fo  they  could 
not  avail  themfelves  of  the  export  bounty.  If  on  the  other 
hand  they  continue  to  fupply  Dublin  as  ufual,  their  corn 
as  ufual  will  be  confumed  in  Dublin,  confequcntly  nei- 
ther in  this  could  they  receive  the  export  bounty,  becaufe 
for  corn  that  is  confumed  in  Dublin  they  cannot  re  eive 
the  bounty  for  taking  it  out  of  Dublin  ; therefore  in  no 
cafe  can  the  internal  counties  receive  this  export  bounty, 
becaufe  for  corn  that  is  confumed  in  Dublin  they  cannot 
receive  the  bounty  for  taking  it  out  of  Dublin ; therefore 
in  no  cafe  can  the  internal  counties  receive  this  export 
bounty  which,  it  is  faid,  is  given  to  them  as  an  equivalent 
for  that  which  is  taken  away.  The  faeft  is,  if  they  fup- 
ply Dublin  at  all,  they  muft  fupply  it  at  fo  low  a price 
as  will  ruin  the  farmer,  and  ruin  the  miller,  and  ruin 
the  hufbandman,  and  foon  force  that  ground  back  to  a 
depopulated  pafturage  which  is  now  clothed  with  corn, 
and  covered  with  people, 

Mr.  Rochort  fupported  the  refolution  by  the 
fame  arguments,  a little  amplified,  which  had  been 
ufed  by  die  Speaker  in  fupport  of  it  in  the  Com- 
mittee. 

* 

Sir  H.  Langrishe  would  agree  in  the  refolution 
rather  from  a wifh  not  to  oppofe  what  was  thonght  a 
neceffary  meafure  for  Government  at  that  time,  than  be- 
caufe he  thought  the  meafure,  in  itfelf,  a wife  one. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  fupported  the  refolution,  as  did 
alfo  Mr.  Corry,  and  Mr.  Wolfe. 

Mr.  Maxwe ll  faid,  that,  however  juft  the  meafure 
might  be  on  general  principles,  yet  if  the  bill  was  to 
rake  off  all  bounties  indiscriminately  from  the  25th  inft. 
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xaahfters  would  fuffer  a very  great  hardfhip.  They  had 
bought  in  barley  on  faith  ot  the  bounty.  -'  Dublin  was 
their  ^niy  market,  and  if  the  bounties  were  taken  off  they 
mull  fuftain  a very  heavy  lofs,  as  malt  is  -hot  s'n  article  Qt 
.export.  ^Vh^t  interefted  him  very  com.  ierably  in  this 
meahire  was,  that  it  would  very  materia  iy  affect  the 
county  ofWexford.  The  coaftway  bounty  m ail  amounted 
to  28,oool.  a year,  of  which  the  pon  of  Wexford  *done 
received  above  io,oool,~-the  lots  of  fu  h a fum  with- 
out previous  notice,  would  be  4c  'erejy  felt  by  the  Wex- 
ford maltfters.  He  theiefc  ra  hoped  that  he  might  be 
permitted  to  introduce  a c'iaufe  when  the  bill  came  in, 
to  fuTer  malt  to  receive  the  old  bounties  until  the  24th 
of  June  next. 

It  was  finally  agreed  to  without  any  divilion. 

Chan,  of  Ex.  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill 
agreeably  to  the  report. 

Sir  L.  Parsons  wifhed  to  have  a call  of  the  Houfe, 
to  conlider  of  die  bill ; but  his  motion  on  that  fuj)~ 
jedl  was  fuperfeded  by  the  order  of  the  day. 

Houfe  refolved  into  a Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Chan  of  Ex.  propofed  a new  tax  of  3d.  per  pound  fier- 
ling,  on  the  value  of  Tales  by  audlion  of  houfes,  lands* 
merchandize,  jewels,  &c.  to  be  paid  by  the  auctioneer. 

Alfo,  a duty  of  id.  per  yard  on  all  paper  hangings; 
and  a licenfe  duty  of  81.  per  ann,  on  malt-houfes. 

He  aifo  propofed  feveral  additional  duties  on  ffamps  ; 
all  of  which  were  agreed  to  by  the  Committee*  Report 
for  to-morrow.  Adjourned. 


Friday,  March  10.  1797? 

Leather  bill  paffed,  and  ordered  to  the  Lords. 

Mr.  Anneslky  prefented  a bill  fer  regulating  -the 

*>uldSh?  of  Canal  Bridges. 

Sif 
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$ir  J.  M.a  cartnet  faid,  this  bill  fhoukl  be  called  a 
bill  tor  inflicting  pains  and  penalties  on  all  peifons  "who 
tiiould  engage  in  promoting  the  inland  navigation  of  this 
country.  It  went  to  impofe  an  expence  of  50CI.  per  mile 
on  all  canal  works,  by  making  it  necellary  lor  them  to 
have  the  elevation  of  their  bridges  in  the  proportion  oi 
one  foot  elevation  in  twenty-five,  which  was  a much 
greater  proportion  than  that  which  was  obferved  in 
jn  bridges  in  the  midft  of  the  city.  Eflex-bridge,  for  in- 
fiance,  had  its  afeent  in  the  proportion  of  one  toot  in  i8. 
But  the  bill  was  ftill  more  unjuft,  it  went  to  take  the  ma- 
nagement qf  the  Company’s  affairs,  fo  far  as  regarded 
bridges,  out  of  their  own  hands,  and  put  them  into  thofe 
of  a Grand  Jury.  By  that  means  it  would  make  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  Canal  Company  fubfervient  to  the  jobbing 
purpofes  which  it  was  too  well  known  Grand  Juries 
fometimes  were  anxious  to  promote.  - It  was  not  at  a 
time  when  the  Houfe  were  going  to  remove  bounties  on 
inland  carriage,  that  they  fhould  countenance  this  dis- 
couraging meafure  to  canals. 

Mr.  Annesley  defended  the  bill.  He  faid  that  the 
plan  and  fedlions  on  which  it  was  founded,  fo  far  as  re- 
garded the  level  and  elevations  of  the  bridges  were  now 
on  the  table,  and  had  been  drawn  by  an  able  engineer, 
Mr.  Sherar  ; that  withrefpecl  to  the  hardfhips  complain- 
ed of  in  taking  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Canal  Companies 
the  regulation  of  their  bridges,  it  was  a meafure  which 
they  had  rendered  neceliary  by  the  total  and  pertinacious 
contempt  which  they  had  lhewn  of  the  consreniencc  and 
even  the  fafety  of  the  public.  In  proof  of  tliishe  alleged, 
that  the  b ft  conftruded  bridges  of  the  Canal  Companies 
were  fo  fteep  that  carts  and  cars  plying  on  roads  where 
they  occur,  could  not  carry  within  one  or  two  hundred 
weight  of  their  ordinary  burden  ; the  condudl  of  the 
Royal  Canal  company  in  particular  was  in  this  and 
in  other  inftances  that  regarded  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  public  grofsly  criminal;  they  had 
contrived  to  elude  or  rather  violate  a law  palled  laff 
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feffion  for  the  purpofe  ,of  preventing  fatal  accidents  from 
want  of  parapet  walls  adjacent  to  bridges^  by  railing  an 
apology  tor  a wall  of  mud  inftead  of  a wall  of  brick  or 
flone,  and  though  feveral  cars  had  been  overfet  and 
fome  lives  loft  in  their  canal  from  the  dangerous  way 
in  which  they  had  left  it,  they  had  never  taken  any  no- 
tice whatfoever  of  -them,  nor  adopted  any  means  to 
prevent  a repetition  of  thofe  fatal  accidents. 

The  bill  was  received  and  read  a fir  ft  time. 

Mr.  Mason  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  of  yefterday  . 

On  that  refolution  being  read  which  relates  to  the  tax 
on  Malt-ho^ifes,. 

Mr.  Mason  exprefTed  himfelf  not  perfe&ly  com* 
vinced  of  the  wifdom  of  this  meafure,  though  certain- 
ly if  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  perfifted  in  it  he  would 
not  oppofe  it.  He  thought  that  Malt  and  the  pro- 
duce of  Malt,  were  already  fufficiently  taxed  having 
in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year  produced  to  the  revenue 
upwards  of  6oo,oool.  The  men  engaged  in  the  malting 
bufinefs  thus  productive  te  the  country,  ought  rather 
to  be  encouraged  than  deprefted  by  heavier  burdens, 
and  he  was  rather  adverfe  to  the  tax,  becaufe  he  thought 
that  inftead  of  producing  more  revenue  it  would  diminifh 
it.  The  prefent  diftrefs  of  the  farmer  and  ot  thofe  who 
•were  concerned  in  the  trade  of  grain,  from  the  great  di- 
minution of  its  value,  gave  additional  force  to  his  cliflike 
of  the  meafure.  He  confefled  that  he  was  equally  ad- 
verfe to  the  removal  of  the  inland  carriage  bounty  for  the 
fame  reafon,  and  would  have  expreffed  his  difapproba- 
tk>n  of  that  meafure  on  the  laft  night,  but  that  he  heard 
his  obje&ions  to  it  ftated  fo  much  more  ably  by  other 
gentlemen,  without  producing  any  eft’e£t  on  the  mind  of 
his  Right  Hon.  Friend,  that  he  believed  it  would  be  vain 
to  urge  any  thing  v inch  he  had  to  fay. 

. Chan,  of  Ex.  obferved  that  however  productive  the 
raxes  on  Malt  and  Spirits  might  be,  his  Right.  Hon. 

friend  mu  ft  know  that  thofe  taxes  would  be  much 
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more  prodin&ive  if  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  tfad'e 
paid  what  they  had  a right  to  pay.  The  cheapness  of 
corn  was  a circumftance  from  which  he  made  a different 
inference  from  that  which  had  been  drawn  from  it  p for 
to  him  it  appeared  that  the  cheaper  corn  was,  the  better 
able  was  the  mahfter  to  carry  on  the  trade.  With  refpecl 
to  the  effect  of  the  tax  as  to  revenue,  he  could  only  fay, 
that  his  opinion  was  not  that  of  his  Right  Hon.  Friend. 

Mr.  C or  R y was  fo  far  from  believing  the  tax  an  im- 
proper one,  that  he  would  have  it  carried  fomewhat  far- 
ther than  was  now  propofed ; lie  would  have  the  duty 
impofed,  not  on  the  malt-houfe,  but  on  each  ciftern  in 
the  malthoufe. 

The  report  was  agreed  to  without  any  amendment. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  yefterday  the  Houfe  refolv- 
ed  itfelf  into  a Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  take 
into  confideration  the  eftablifhment  of  a finking  fund,  for 
the  diminution  of  the  National  Debt. 

Chan,  of  Ex.  in  a fhort  preface  Rated  the  benefits 
that  were  likely  to  refult  from  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
linking  fund  fuch  as  that  which  had  been  eftablifihed  in 
Great  Britain  to  prevent  the  encrcafe  of  debt.  He  refer- 
red to  Dr.  Price's  calculations  to  fhew  the  efficacy  of  a 

✓ 

fmall  fum  annually  granted  to  be  employed  in  the  re- 
duction of  debt  and  which  by  producing  yearly  a grow- 
ing addition  became  at  laft  capable  of  producing  great 
effe&s.  This  fyftem  had  been  adopted  in  England  at  a 
late  period  : had  it  been  taken  up  earlier,  it  would  have 
prevented  that  great  increafe  of  the  national  burdens 
which  were  now  fo  fen fibly  felt.  In  this  country  it  is 
adopted  at  a time  fufiiciently  early  to  prevent  the  incon- 
venience of  a large  debt,  and  as  it  was  intended  to  veft  the 
fum  which  fhould  be  allotted  for  this  fund  in  Commif- 
fioners  appointed  for  this  exprefs  purpofe,  and  who  were 
to  take  care  that  none  of  it  fhould  under  any  pretence 
be  applied  to  other  ufes,  there  was  reafon  to  hope  that 
ihe  country  would  enioy  the  full  benefit  of  the  meafure, 

He 
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iic  then  reaa  to  the  Committee  four  refolutions  contain- 
ing the  outline  of  the  plan  which  are  in  fubltance  this:—* 

I ft-  That  in  order  to  prevent  the  encreafe  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  it  is  neceflary  that  a permament  fund  be  efla- 
blifhed,  to  be  employed  in  purchaling  a part  thereof 
from  time  to  time. 

2d.  That  the  fum  of  100,000!.  be  annually  granted 
out  of  the  furplus  ot  the  Loan  duties,  and  veiled  in  Com- 
miffi oners  to  be  blued  quarterly  for  the  buying  in  of  na- 
tional fee  unties. 

3d.  That  whatever  annuities,  &c.  fhall  be  pm*  chafed 
by  the  Commiffioners  by  this  fund  fhall  be  added  to  the 
fund,  and  be  annually  applied  to  the  purchaling  of  the 
other  annuities  or  national  fecurities. 

4th.  Then  whenever  any  new  loan  fhall  at  any  time 
hereafter  be  made  by  Government,  one  hundredth  part 
thereof  fhall  be  applied  to  the  purpofes  of  this  fund. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  obferved  oft  the  whole  of  this 
plan  that  it  feemed  to  be  fuch  as  deferred  praife,  compa- 
red with  the  fyflem  which  adminiflration  had  followed 
for  ib'rne  years,  that  of  borrowing  money  without  ma- 
king lufhcient  provifon  for  the  interefl : in  confequcnce 
of  which  more  money  was  to  be  borrowed  in  order  to 
pay  the  interefl  of  the  firfl,  thus  putting  the  country  to 
the  enormous  expence  which  was  incurred  by  compound 
interefl.  Compared  with  this  fyflem  the  pre fen t plan  de- 
ferved  commendation,  but  it  would  behove  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  care  that  they  fuffered  this  fund  to 
be  applied  to  no  other  purpofe  Under  any  pretext  of 
neceihty  or  expedience.  The  conducl  of  England  in 
this  inftance,  who  fufFers  this  facred  depofit  to  be  bro- 
ken in  upon  for  ever  little?  obiecl  of  minifterial  ambition 
or  profligacy,  may  hold  cut  to  Ireland  an  example 
mod  carefully  to  be  avoided.  If,  however,  this  devia- 
tion from  the  original  purpofe  of  the  fund  were  avoided, 
and  care  were  taken  to  provide  fuch  a furplus  of  loan 
duties  as  would  be  adequate  to  this  end,  he  had  no  doubt 
but  much  good  might  aiife  from  it. 
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Sir  H.  Cavendish  laid,  it  was  ((  better  late  than 
ver”  to  adopt  this  plan.  It  had  feveral  times,  he  faidv 
been  propofed  in  that  Houfe,  and  rejected.  The  admi- 
nill ration  which  had  fpontaneoully  taken  it  up,  war,  en- 
titled to  much  praife. 

t * " • • k J .*  v ' + • * / 

The  refolutions  were  then  feoarateiv  read  and  agreed 
to,  as  were  alfo  fome  minor  regulations,  alter  which 
the  Houfe  refus  ed,  and  ordered  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  received  tO-:norrow. 

Commi  tee  on  Infoivent  bill  poflponed  to  to-morrow. 
Adjourned# 


Saturday,  March  ii,  1797. 

Mr.  Mason  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  confiderof  the  expediency  of  eilablifhlng  a fink- 
ing fund. 

Mr.  Corry  fa-id  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  the 
fum  of  ioo,oool.  which  was  by  this  plan  to  be  annually 
granted  for  the  purpofc  of  extinguifhing  the  national  debt, 
was  rather  t^o  much,  at  leadl  it  bore  a much  greater  pro- 
portion to  the  debt  or  Ireland  than  the  fum  applied  to1 
this  purpofe  in  Great  Britain  bore  to  the  national  debt 
of  that  country.  The  fum  now  granted  was  the  one  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  debt  of  Ireland  ; that  granted  in  Great 
Britain  was  not  more  than  one  part  in  four  hundred  cf 
its  debt.  Entertaining  therefore  this  opinion  with  refpedt 
to  the  fum  immediately  to  be  applied  to  the  diminution  of 
the  debt,  he  was  of  courfe  againft  increahng  the  fum,  al- 
ready too  great,  by  adding  to  it  fuch  annuities  as  fhould 
hereafter  be  bought  by  the  Commiftioners.  "Whether  his 
opinion  on  this  fubjecd  were  right  or  not,  he  was  convin- 
ced it  would  be  unwife  in  Parliament  now,  by  a refplu- 

tipn 


t 43*  J 

fion  to  that  purpofe,  to  bind  its  fucceifors  to  fuch  an  ip* 
plication  of  the  ann  uities  to  be  purchafed  ; for,  if,  at  X 
futurc  day,  it  fhould  be  thought  more  eligible  to  apply 
thefe  annuities  in  another  way,-  the  only  effect  of  fuch  x 
refolution  as  this,  would  be  to  induce  a violation  of  the 
fyftem  in  this  inftanceyand  when  a violation  of  it  was  be- 
gun in  oneinftance,  it  was  impoffible  to  fay,  whether  the 
whole  might  not  be  broken  in  upon. 

Chan  of  Exf  replied,’  that  in  future  ftages  of  the  bill 
by  which  the  fund  wa!s  to  be  eflablifhed,  theie  would  oc- 
cur frequent  opportunities  of  difcuffing  any  of  thofe  mi- 
nute points  on  which  there  might  exift  a difference  of 
opinion* 

The  report  was  agreed  to,  arid  leave  given  to  bring 
In  a bill  agreeable  thereto. 

CriAN*  of  Ex.  moved,  that  the  Committee  to  whom 
this  bill  fhould  be  referred,  fhould  be  enabled  to  receive 
a claufe  to  empower  the  Governors  and  Co*- of  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  to  open  transfer  books,  for  the  purpofe  of 
converting  debentures  and  other  government  fecurities 
into  Bank  Stock,  after  the  manner  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. It  was  his  intention,  he  laid,  merely  to  enable  the 
holders  of  debentures,  &c.  at  their  option,  to  change 
thefe  fecurities  into  Bank  Stock.  The  advantage  to  the 
holders  would  be,  that  they  would  not  be  liable  to  lofe 
their  fecurities  which  depended  on  the  prefervation  of 
the  parchments.  Another  advantage  would  be,  that  the 
holder  of  the  flock  might  difpofe  of  any  portion  of  it  as  he 
plea  fed,  which  he  could  not  do  if  he  held  debentures.— 
The  motion’  was  agreed  to* 

Adjourned  to  Monday* 


Monday,  March  13,  1797. 

Read  a fecond  time  the  bill  for  regulating  the  ele- 
vation of  Canal  Bridges. — On  trie  queflion  for  the  com- 
mittal- 
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Sir  J.  M‘Cap.t,n.EY  oppofed  it.  He  faid  the  bill 
was  an  ini's  ingement  on  the  corpgrate  rights  of  the  Canal 
Companies  confirmed  to  th?m  by  Parliament;  that  it 
went  to  diveft  them  of  the  power  of  fuperintending  their 
own  works,  and  veiled  the  fuperintendence  of  them  in 
the  Commimoners  of  Paving,  in  the  Truftees  of  Turn- 
pike Roads,  and  in  Grand  J uries ; that  it  was  therefore, 
in  fadl,  a repeal  of  all  the  laws,  under  the  faith  of 
which  the  Company  had  hitherto  expended  very  con- 
fiderablc  fums  of  money  ; that  no  inflance  of  fuch  an 
interference  of  Parliament  with  the  regulation  of  private 
property  had  ever  occurred  in  Great  Britain  — that  if  it 
were  thought  right  for  Parliament  to  prescribe  the  par- 
ticular mode  in  which  any  fpecies  of  canal  worklhould 
be  performed,  they  Ihould  have  preferibed  that  mode 
when  the  Companies  were  firfl  formed,  and  not  now 
by  an  ex-pofl  faho  law, — that  there  were  fevcral  bridges 
ot  which  the  afeent  was  as  fleep  as  that  of  the  bridge 
which,  had  induced  this  bill,  and  yet  the  public  had 
not  complained  of  them  in  the  courfe  of  thirty  years  ; 
for  inflance,  the  Canal  bridge  leading  to  Kilmainham- — • 
that  Ball’s  bridge  was  another  inflance  of  an  afeent 
fleeper  than  thofe  alluded  to  by  the  bill,  and  yet  the  pub- 
lic, had  never  complained  ot  that  bridge,  that  in  France 
engineers  who  had  published  treatifes  on  this  fubjedl  had 
eftablifhed,  the  proper  elevation  to  be  five  inches  in  a 
fathom,  or  one  foot  in  fourteen,  which  was  a fleeper 
afeent  than  that  of  any  of  the  Canal  bridges ; that  the 
afeent  which  the  bill  went  to  ellablifh,  namely,  one 
foot  in  twenty-five,  was  too  gentle  an  afeent,  and  would 
put  the  Company  to  an  expence  to  which  their  funds 
were  inadequate.  For  all  thofe  reafons  he  oppofed  the 
committal  of  the  bill. 


Sir  W.  G.  Newcomen  alledged  that  the  bill  had  for 
its  objeei,  to  put  the  Companies  to  a very  great  and  unne- 
chary  expence,  merely  for  the  purpole  of  making  a 
plealant  and  gentle  road  for  certain  gentlemen  to  theii 
country  feats.  He  faid  that  the  afeent  mentioned  in 
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bill)  was.  a mote  rafy  afccnt  than  that  to  the  Queeirs- 
bridgCj  or  to  Efl'cx-bridge,  though  thefe  were  in  the 
heart  of  the  city?  ant)  that  it  would  colt  the  company 
not  lefs  than  2000I.  for  putting  each  bridge  into  the 
iiate  requred  by  this  bill  ; an  expence  wThich  they  were 
not  at  p re  font  equal  to.  He  requefted  the  TIon.  Mem- 
ber would  for  the  prefent  withdraw  his  bill,  and  pio- 
mifed  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer  the  Company 
Would  make  every  reafonable  improvement  in  the  le- 
vels of  the  bridges,  } articular! y in  that  which  he  would 
allow  was  in  fome  degree  inconvenient  to  the  public 
at  prefent,  Newxomen-bridge. 

Mr.  Anne s ley  faid,  he  had  brought  in  the  bill, 
not  from  any  vjewr  to  his  private  convenience,  as  had 
been  hinted,  but  for  the  general  convenience  of  the 
public,  who,  every  man  in  the  lioufe  knewr  was  an- 
noyed by  the  exceilive  deepnefs  and  unguarded  hate  of 
the  canal  bridges  near  the  metropolis;  the  bill  did  not 
dived  the  Companies  of  the  fuperintendence  of  their 
works,  it  only  prefcribed  fuch  a mode  of  building  or 
guarding  them  as  the  fafety  and  convenience  of  the  pub- 
lic required ; if  how’ever,  tire  Companies  w^ould  not 
regulate  themfelves  by  this  rule,  it  then  gave  powertot 
the  Grand  Juries  and  others  to  do  what  the  Companies 
wilfully  negiedfed.  As  to  this  bill  being  a revocation 
of  die  rights  granted  to  the  Companies  by  former  law's, 
it  was  a falfe  argument-— for  the  bill  which  had  been  paG 
fed  lad  feflion  on  this  fubjed't  acknowledged  the  princi- 
ple that  Parliament  had  a right  to  interfere  and  guard 
the  public  agamft  the  mifehier  which  might  arife  from 
the  ncglc£t  or  mifeondudf  of  the  Companies,  With  rc- 
ipedl  to  the  nature  of  the  afeent  which  the  bill  went  to 
enforce,  it  might  be  amended  in  the  Committee,  if  it 
were  at  prefent  improper,  but  if  he  did  not  mifiecol- 
le£I,  he  had  heard  the  lion.  Bart,  who  fpoke  lad,  re- 
mark  in  converfation,  that  the  afeent  of  the  bridge  at 
Summer-hill  w as  a very  proper  one,  and  not  at  all  too 
eafy  an  afeent,  and  yet  that  was  precifely  the  degree  of 
* afeent  which  the  bill  prelcribed,  and  which  the  Hon. 
Bart,  now  oppofed  as  unreafonable, 
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Right  Hon.  Mr.  Bkresford  fail,  the  Canal  Com- 
panics  hacl  raifed  thei r bridges  to  their  prefent  unrea- 
f'jnable  height  by  building  them  on  the  locks  for  the 
purpofe  of  laving  themfelves  the  expence  of  the  range 
walls.  If  they  had  faved  fo  much  by  the  meafure,  it 
was  reafonable'  they  fhoiild  expend  a little  of  that  faving 
in  order  to  remove  the  nuifancc  they  had  occafioned. 
As  to  the  degree  of  afeent  let  it  be  fettled  in  the  Com- 
mittee bv  adopting  that  of  the  Queen’s  or  E flex -bridge, 
which  gentlemen  feemed  to  think  a reafonable  afeent. 

\ 

Mr.  Mafon  and  Colonel  Blaquiere  were  for  the  com- 
mittal. 

On  a divifion  tliere  were  for  the  committal  22,  againft 
it,  19-i-Majority  3; 

The  bill  was  committed  for  Wedncfday,  and  Mr. 
Sherrard  and  Mr.  Barry,  engineers,  were  ordered  to  at- 
tend. 

Mr.  Harrison  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill, 
ci  lor  the  relief  of  Infolvent  Debtors,  as  far  as  regards 
the  imprifonment  of  their  perfons  ; and  alfo  for  the 
rohet  of  fugitives  and  perfons  on  their  keeping  for  debt, 
on  giving  up  their  property  for  the  benefit  of  their 
creditors.” 

The  Speaker  obferved,  that  there  was  already  be- 
fore the  Houle  a bill  for  the  relief  of  Infolvent  Deb- 
tors. 

Mr.  Harrison  then  changed  the  title  of  his  bill 
by  making  it  a bill  for  the  relief  of  fugitives,  &c. 

Col.  Blacuiep.e  exprefied  his  furprize  that  any 
man  lltould  think  of  propofing  a bill  fraught  with  fo 
much  injuflice  in  itfelf,  and  fo  mifehievous  in  its  con- 
fequences.  It  might,  be  humane  and  perhaps  found  po- 
licy to  relieve  the  unfortunate  debtor  for  a fmall  fum 
from  the  miferies  of  a confinement  in  which  he  had  ac- 
tually languifhed,  and  the  continuance  of  which  could 
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be  productive  of  no  other  effecl:  than  that  of  gratifying 
the  vengeance  ot  a hard  creditor;  but  what  good  could 
follow  from  a meafu  re  which  went  to  fafpend  the  ope- 
ration ol'  the  law  of  the  land  in  favour  ot  the  cunning 
knave,  who  having  impofed  on  the  credulity  of  the  in- 
duftrioiis  and  unfufpecl fng  part  of  the  community,  had 
quit  the  country  to  fport  in  falety  abroad  the  fpoils  of 
his  friend,  or  who,  with  flill  more  impudence,  revelled 
ijn  his  houfe  upon  die  hard-earned  fub fiance  of  perhaps 
the  widow  and  the  fatherlefs  ? In  a commercial  and 
manufacturing  country  a fufpenfion  of  thofe  laws  which 
enforce  punctuality  and  good  faith,  Mas  always  a dan- 
gerous meafu  re  ; but  it  was  particularly  mifchievous 
when  it  Mrent  to  fecure,  not  deliverance  to  thofe  who 
had  already  fuffered,  but  impunity  and  advantage  to 
the  idle,  the  licentious  and  the  fraudulent,  who  were 
evading  the  operation  of  law,  and  rioting  on  the  pro- 
perty of  their  unfortunate  creditors.  He  declared  he 
would  for  one  always  oppofc  fuch  a bill. 

Leave  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

The  Paving  Corporation  Bill  read  a third  time  and 

palled. 

Mr.  Pelham  moved  for  accounts  from  the  proper 
officer,  of  grain  imported  into  this  kingdom,  ground 
or  unground,  for  a period  of  eighteen  years  ending  in 

*793- 

Read  a hr  ft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a fecond 
time  to-morrow,  the  bill  for  taking  off  the  bounties  on 
the  inland  carriage  of  corn. 


Tuesday,  March  14. 

In  committee  of  ways  and  means,  Chan,  of  Ex. 
moved  a duty  ot  3d.  per  dozen  on  glafs  bottles,  the 
manufacture  of  ih-a  country,  &c. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Vandf.leur  (aid,  he  hoped  the  Right  Hon. 
Bart,  had  abandoned  this  tax,  lo  unproductive'  and  in- 
jurious to  the  trade  of  the  country!  It  M as  proposed 
to  exc  le  an  article  of  manufacture  which  fcarcely  ex- 
illed  in 'this  kingdom,  for  the  paltry  revenue  of  loop"], 
or  1,500k;  it  was  a general  principle  not  to  excife 
any  manufacture  till  it  arrived  at  full  maturity,  and  be 
able  to  bear  its  fevere  and  burdenfome  reft  nations; 
but  here  we  excife  a manufat ure  in  its  infancy,  and 
ftruggling  for  exigence.  One  bottle  glafs-houfe  re- 
mained ; that  whpeh  was  eflabliiTied  at  Cork  has  funk 
under  the  competition  with  England,  and  the  only  p.ur- 
.pole  of  this  tax  would  be  the  total  extinton  .of  the 
manufacture  ; we  laid  year  took  ,off  the  excife  on  beer, 
which  produced  a revenue  of  70,000k  from  a convic- 
tion that  no  man  would  fpeculate  in  an  uncertain 
branch  of  trade,  when  fubje&ed  to  the  odious  and  op- 
oreiiive  vilit  of  the  excife  officer,  and  now,  for  a fe- 
venue  of  1000k  we  fubjcdl  this  infant  manufacture  to 
that  very  excife.  The  effect  of  this  tax  in  England  has 
been  highly  injurious  to  the  glafs  manufactory  of  that 
country,  as  we  may  'know from  the  pamphlet  of  a noble 
Lord  who  wrote  in  the  year  1785?  againil  the  trade 
of  Ireland,  but  whofe  knowledge  of  the  trade  of  Eng- 
land is  undoubted  ; he  fays  that  cc  fmee  the  heavy  du- 
ty was  laid  on  glafs  in  Britain,  Ireland  has  made  an  ex- 
traordinary progicls  in  that  manufadlurc— fhe  had  lit- 
tle of  it  before  ; but  knee  glafs-houfes  have  fuddenly 
arilen  in  Ireland — fhe  Hill  imports  in  large  quantities^ 
bait  fhe  nnifl  foon  leave  almoft  the  whole  of  this  trade 
to  the  Britifh  Settlements,  and  the  American  States. 
Many  glafs-houfes  in  Stourbridge  and  Liverpool  have 
been  given  up  lately,  the  number  in  London  is  greatly 
reduced';  and  our  exportation  to  the  continent  is  now 
confined  to  articles  of  a hi^  pike,  which  form  but’ a 
fin  all  part  pf  nr  an  u failure.”  ’ This  tax  feems  to  be  im- 
pofed  to  equalize  the  trade  of  the  two  countries — the 
Englifh  tax  has  diverted  the  trade  into  this  country- — 
and  vec  ai'e  by  tjhe  imppfition  of  this  pernicious  tax,  to 
make  it  revert  back  to  England.  If  equalization  is  the 
object,  why  is  not  a tax  propofed  to  countervail  the 
Britifh  bounty  on  fail-cloth,  which  has  ruined'  that 

once 
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Once  floy  riflimg  manufacture  ? Why  is  not  a tax  prop  of 
ed  to  countervail  the  Britifh  bounty  on  herrings,  by 
which  we  haye  loft  the  filhery ? Why  is  not  home  plan 
propofcdt.o  equalize  the  trade  between  the  two  countries  ? 
The  only  equalization  is  an  equality  of  injury  to  ..a  ma- 
nufacture, which  in  this  time  of  public  calamity  and  tiif- 
trefs,  might  afford  food  and  fupport  to  a confiderable 
body  of  your  people. 

Mr,  Grattan  agreed  with  Mr.  Vaodeleur  in  think- 
ing the  duty  likely  to  be  injurious  to  the  ma.nufacf  nre, 
and  unnecefTary,  becaufe  the  Right.  Hon.  Gent,  could 
not  be  fo  exhaufted  of  refources  as  to  have  no  other 
objecf  left  for  taxation,  but  a manufactuie  in  fo  infant  a 
ftate  as  that  of  glafs  in  Ireland. 

Chan,  of  Ex.  defended  the  tax  as  not  likely  to 
hurt  the  manufacture,  becaufe  it  was  to  be  levied,  not 
as  an  excife  duty,  by  the  vifit  of  an  officer,  but  by  the 
accounts  of  the  Glafs  Company’s  books — and  as  necefiary, 
becaufe,  at  this  time,  all  the  money  Government  cptild 
raife  would  be  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  thedutywascarnedyrith- 
cut  a divilion. 

Sir  * j.  B,l  a ou  i e re,  after  leave  obtained,  prefers  ted  y, 
bill  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  the  price  of  refined  fu~ 
gars  in  this  country  ; the  object  of  the  bill,  he  declared 
to  be,  to  reduce  the  duty  payable  cu  the  import  of  refined 
fugar  from  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Vandeleu  r thought  the  Committee,  of  Trade 
fhouid  have  fat  to  confiider  of  the  expedience  of  fuch  a 
meafure,  before  a bill  mould  be  introduced  on  the:  fub- 
je6I It  was  but  fair  alfo,  to  give  dome  fuch  public  no- 
tice to  perfons  who  had  engaged  their  capital  in  the  fugar 
trade,  in  the  confidence  that  the  prefcnt fpro tenting  du- 
ties fhouid  be  continued.  The  fubjeet,  was  one  which 
had,  for  a long  time,  occupied  the  attention  ot  the 
Houfe  on  a former  occafion,  and  what  Had  been  done, 
ought  not  raft'il y to  be  undone. 

Hon. 
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lIon.D.  Browne  faid,  the  principle  of  the  bill  was 
fuch  as  no  one  could  deny  to  be  a ufeiul  one,  and  there- 
fore it  was  unneceiTary  to  wait  for  any  previous  enquiry 
on  that  head.  The  ;l'ubje6l  had  certainly  been  difcufl'cd 
by  Parliament  already  with  great  attention  ; but  in  his 
opinion,  the  meafure  on  which  they  at  laid  determined, 
was  a very  great  blunder  ; it  was  no  lefs  than  that  ot 
giving  a monopoly  to  a few  perfons  of  trade,  by  which 
they  had  been  enabled  to  raile  the  price  of  a necefiary  ot 
life,  (for  fuch  fugar  was  now  become)  9d.  per  pound 
above  what  it  might  be  imported  for  from  England. 

1 

"What  would  be  faid  of  Government,  if  they  impofed 
a duty  of  three  pence  per  pound  on  a necellary  article, 
even  for  the  necellary  defence  of  the  country  ? and  yet 
by  the  exceilive  duty  on  the  importation  oi  fugar,  nine- 
pence  per  pound  was  paid  by  the  public  for  no  other 
purpofe  but  to  enable  a few  gentlemen  to  make  princely 
fortunes. 

Dr.  Du  i g en  an  was  for  the  bill,  as  nccelTary  to  do 
away  a monopoly  by  which  a fet  of  voracious  vultures 
were  enabled  to  prey  upon  the  public.  He  faid  gentle- 
men on  the  other  fide  called  for  men  to  defend  the  coun^ 
try,  but  they  oppofed  every  tax  which  was  neceffary  to 
qpay  thofe  men; — thus  they  .oppofed  the  fait  duty,  be- 
caufe,  forfooth,  it  was  oppreliive  to  the  poor-r-and  nov^ 
when  a meafure  is  broughtdorward  to  give  relief  to  the 
poor,  and  the  public  at  large,  from  the  exactions  of  a 
■fet  of  vultures  without  bowels,  they  oppofe  the  mea- 
fure alfo,  becaufe  thofe  fellows  are  generally  ready  to 
fupport  the  politics  of  the  oppofition. 

lie  was  for  the  bill  for  another  rcafon,  becaufe  the 
Irifh  fugar  baker  had  the  raw  fugar  cheaper  than  the 
English,  and  had  alfo  fue‘1,  labour,  and  all  the  neceffa- 
ries  tor  the  manu failure  more  reafonable,  and  there- 
fore, it  could  only  be  the  avarice  ot  thofe  men  whicli 
could  make  them  charge  n in .> pence  in  the  pound  more 
on  the  confumer,  than  the  Englilh  manufacturer. 

The  bill  was  read  a fiifl  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a fecond  time  to-morrow. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Cavendish  moved,  that  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  election  bill  was  committed,  fliould  be  em- 
powered to  receive  a claufe,  to  preclude  minors  irom 
fitting  or  voting  in  Parliament. 

On  being  informed  that  this  was  already  the  law  oi 
the  laird,  he  flu  , that  the  law  prescribed  that  minors 
fhould  not  fit  in  Parliament,  but  did  not  i n id i any  pc- 
rtalty  on  the  minor  for  doing  fo.  It  was  his  intention 
that  a penalty  of  500I.  fhould  be  paid  for  every  fuch 
offence. 

This  motion  not  being  feconded,  of  couvfe  fell  to  the 
ground- 

Chan,  of  Ex.  moved  for  leave  to  introduce,  and 
afterwards  prefented  a bill,  to  enav  le  the  Lords  ot  the 
Treafury  to  regulate  the  working  o:  gold  mines  in  this 
kingdom. 

He  faid  the  mine  in  the  co.  Wicklow  had  been  found 
productive,  but  that  at  prefent  the  manner  of  working 
it  was  expeniive  ; it  was  meant  therefore,  to  commit  the 
management  of  it  to  the  owners  of  the  land,  making 
them  return  to  the  Treafury  a quantity  of  ore  equal  to 
what  had  been  found  to  be  the  average  produce. 

The  Bill  was  read  a firft  time,  fecond  reading  for 
to-  morrow. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Duigenan,  ordered  that  the  fe- 
vera!  parifhes  of  the  city  of  Dublin  return  an  account 
of  the  names  and  places  of  refiberce  of  the  different  Di- 
reelors  of  the  Watch  in  eagh  parifh.— Adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March  15,  1797. 

Mr.  G.  Fonsonby  moved,  that  the  proper  officer 
return  to  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  number  of  Com- 
niiffioners  of  the  Peace  now  extant  in  the  feveral  north- 
ern counties,  fpecify ing  the  perfons  to  whom  granted, 
and  the  dates  of  their  commillions. — Ordered. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Mason  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Co  mm  it  tee 
of  further  Ways  and  Means;  which  was  read/  and 
agreed -to. 

Mr.  Smith  prefented  a petition  from  the  Grand  Ca- 
nal Company,  again  ft  the  bill  now  pending  for  regulating 
the  afeent  and  levels  cf  Canal  .Bridges.  He  ftated  the 
purport  of  the  petition  at  large,  in  which  the  Company 
deprecated  the  bill  as  being  an  infringement  on  their 
rights,  and  as  going  to  impofe  regulations  which  in  fome 
inftanccs  it  would  be  impoffiblc  to  comply  with,  from 
the  hilly  and  uneven  nature  of  the  grounds  through 
which  Canals  frequently  run,  and  in  many  inftanccs 
it  would  be  attended  with  very  heavy. ex; pence. 

The  petition  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  pn  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  after  having  in  very  ftrong  terms  cx- 
preifed  his  difapprobation  of  the  bill  as  unjuft  and  ab- 
furd,  moved  that  the  order  tor  the  committal  of  the 
bill  for  Monday  next.be  difeharged. and  fixed  for  the  ift 
qf  Auguft. 

This  motion  was  feeonded  by  Mr.  Or  ms  by,  and  fol- 
lowed by  a fhort  debate,  in  which  the  arguments  made 
ufe  of  on  this  fubjedt  on  a former  oecafion,  were  repeat- 
ed. Mr.  Annefley,  Mr.  Beresford,  Sir  J.  Blaquiere, 
and  Sir  Ilenry  Cavendifh,  oppofed  the  motion.  For  u 
Mr.  Orinfby,  Mr.  Hoare,  Sir  W.  G.  Newcomen,  and 
Sir  John  McCartney, 

The  motion  was -finally  defeated,  by  the  order  of  the 
day,  which  was  carried  by  27  againft  16. 

On  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  fpr  repealing  the  In- 
land Carriage  Bounty,  which  was  the  fuft  order, 

Mr.  Ba  gwe  ll  exprefled  liis  hearty  difapprobation 
of  the  meafure.  It  was  a meafure,  he  faid,  which, would 
materially  injure  every  farmer  in  the  country  who  lived 
at  a diftance  of  more  than  thirty  miles  from  the  metropo- 
lis. It  would  be  productive  of  bad  confcquences  in  the 

metropolis 
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metropolis  itfclf,  by  inducing  a lefs  conftant  and  fteady 
iupply  of  grain,  The  country  had  grown  to  an  unex- 
ampled degree  of  profperity  in  agriculture  under  the  pre- 
sent fyftem  of  corn  laws,  tand  that  fyftem  the  Iloufe  were 
now  going  to  alter,  .and  that  at  a time  when  the  hui- 
bandman  was  unable  to  pay  his  rent,  and  there  was  a 
general  fhock  of  public  credit.  He  drew  a piclure  of 
the  ftate  ol  that  part  ot  xhe  country  with  which  he  was 
converfant,  the  neighbourhood  pi  Clonmel — forne  years 
•back  when  the  country  w&s  cue  entire  plain,  devoted  en- 
tirely to  pafture,  and  occupied  only  by  herds  and  herdf- 
mcn,  and  contrafled  it  with  its  prefent  fkuation  when  it 
was  divided  into  fields  of  eight  or  ten  .acres,  highly  cul- 
tivated, with  each  a ha.  py  family  deriving  ^comfortable 
fubliftence  from  their  ipduftry  ; and  tins  fuperiority  of 
its  prefent  ftate,  he  attributed  entirely  to  the  .operation 
of  the  corn  bounties.  To  the  removal  .of  thofe  boun- 
ties, and  fuch  a change  of  the  fyftem  as  was  now  pro- 
pafed,  he  feared,  the  country  would  fhortly  have  to  at- 
tribute the  return  of  the  lands  to  pa  ft  up  e,  and  of  the 
people  to  their  former  mifery,  poverty,  and  riot.  As 
to  the  argument  that  had  been  ufed  on  a foimer  night, 
that  Dublin  would  be  certain  of  a more  fteady  fupply 
by  the  propofed  change  than  by  the  exifting  fyftem, 
lie  conlidercd  it  as  abfurd ; to  believe  that  argument, 
would  be  to  believe  that  the  metropolis  would  derive  a 
more  conftant  and  abundant  fupply  from  removing 
bounties  which  brought  corn  into  it,  and  from  granting 
bounties  to  export  it,  than  from  the  operation  of  boun- 
ties which  went  to  bring  corn  into  markets,  and  left  no 
temptation  to  draw  it  away.  On  the  contrary,  he  be- 
lieved that  Dublin,  which  at  prefent  pofTeffed  a ftock  of 
fix  weeks  corn  and  flour,  wou.kl  in  lefs  than  two  months, 
if  thefe  bounties  were  removed,  labour  under  a diftref- 
fjng  fear  city.  Another  ground  on  jyhich  he  highly  dis- 
approved of  the  bill  was  this:  that  it  went  to  continue 
all  the  falsities  and  places  which  were  now  granted  for 
the  colleclor  of  corn  bounties,  which,  with  fees  of 
office,  he  believed  would  be  Found  to  amount  to  near 
a o, pool,  a year;  by  which  you  left  all  the  burdens  on 
'he  people,  and  deprived  the  country  of  all  the  good 
r'fuhrw  from  the  bounties.  Thus  the  favoured  place- 
man 
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ml  ft  holds  his  finccure  employment,  while  the  honed 
'/firmer  was  bereft  of  the  premium  of  Iris  induftry,  and 
the  civilisation  of  his  family.  He  objected  alfo  to  the 
^ringing  forward  the  mealure  at  this  crifis,  as  it  .wpuld 
not  tail  to  excite  popular  difeontents  in  the  fourhevn 
counties,  where  it  placed  the  farmers  in  the  duration 
they  were  in  40  years  back,  with  phis  difference  only, 
that  thejr  rents  are  throe  times  as  much  as  they  then  were, 
and  the  lands  conlider.ably  depreciated  by  the  operation 
of  tillage  in  value.  Convinced,  therefore,  that  it  was  a 
meafure  not  only  obvioufly  injurious  to  the  country; 
bat  alio  a mealure  of  mere  experiment,  oppoied  to  the 
evidence  of  edablifhed  faefs,  under  which  the  country 
.had  for  many  years  progreffively  flourilhed,  he  fho.uid 
give  the  bill  his  decided  negative. 

Col.  Bla  QpjiE  re  fupported  the  bill,  becaufe  he  had 
learned  from  feveral  perfons  deeply  converiant  in  the 
corn  trade,  that  this  meafure  would  be  rather  beneficial 
than  hurtful.  He  could  not  help  thinking,  from  what 
jiad  iallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  who  fpoke  lad,  that 
he  was  clofely  connejfled  with  flour  mills. 

Sir  L,  Parsons  faid,  that  if  he  were  inclined  to  fu- 
pcrfiition,  he  would  certainly  conclude  from  the  mea- 
iures  which  had  for  fbme  time  pad  been  purfued  by  that 
Iloufe,  that  their  councils  were  under  the  refidlefs  influ- 
ence of  a fupernamral  ppwer,  for  in  the  hidory  of  hu- 
man folly  could  not  be  found  an  indance  of  fatuity  equal 
,to  that  of  prefling  luch  a meafure  as  this  at  inch  a time. 
It  would  have  been  natural,  he  laid,  after  the  late  inva- 
sion, to  have  expelled  that  Government  would  have 
taken  meafures  to  conciliate  the  people,  and  then  to  have 
coniidered  of  putting  the  country  into  a date  of  drength. 
Indead  of  this,  they  did  declare  one  quarter  of  the 
country  in  a date  of  difaffeeiion,  and  then  take  a ftep 
which  promifes  immediately  to  fpread  the  difeontent  to 
the  red  of  the  kingdom.  -This  meafure,  he  faid,  was 
brought  forward  by  the  Minider  for  the  purpofe  of  pro- 
curing a fupply  to  Government.  Now  this  fupply 
could  not  be  obtained,  but  by  taking  from  the  farmer 
thole  bounties  which  he  at  prefect  enjoys,  and  transfer- 
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ring  them  to  the  public  purfe.  What  Government  gains, 
therefore,  by  the  meafure,  muft  be  loft  by  the  farmer, 
or  if  not  by  him,  iernuft  be  loib  by  the  manufacturer  in 
the  city,  in  the  extraordinary  price  of  bread  ; the  prefect 
was  not  a moment  to  try  either  experiment.  The  argu- 
ment on  which  fo  much  ft  refs  had  been  laid,  that  the  ex- 
port bounty  being  given  in  Dublin,  would  compenlatc 
for  the  removal  ofc  the  bounty  on  inland  carriage,  could 
not  be  believed  even,  by  thbfe  who  uied  it,  becaufe  they 
avow  that  revenue  is  the  firit  objeeft  of  the  meafure  ; but 
revenue  could  not  be  gained  b v it,  if  as  much  were  to  be 
expended  in  bounty  on  the  v,  oo~t>  as  fihould  be  faved 
by  the  repeal  of  that  on  inland  carriage.  But  the  fallacy 
,oi  tliis  argument  might  :Le  made  to  appear  by  other  con.- 
ftderations.  At  all  events  the  c nfumption  of  Dublin 
muft  be  fupplied  • it  will  therefore  bs  neceflary  to  icfort 
to  the  cheapeft  places  for  procuring  that  Supply  ; ;buti  if 
this  bounty  be  removed,  the  cheapeft  places  then  will 
be  other  outpprts  of  this  kingdom.  Corn,  therefore, 
will  be  exported  from  thence  to  Dublin,  and  Dublin  will 
draw  a part  of  her  confumption  alfo  from  the  neigh- 
bouring counties.  But  any  one  who  will  take  the  trou- 
ble to  enquire,  will  find  that  the  whole  of  the  exports  of 
-Ireland,  in  grain,  does  not  amount  to  one-third  of  the 
confumption  of  the  metropolis.  So  that  by  this  meafure 
the  whole  of  the  exports  of  the  country  parts  will  be  lent 
to  Dublin,  and  will  not  go  near  to  a complete  fupply  of 
it.  Thus  this  meafure,  inftead  of  promoting  the  exp'orts 
of  corn  to  other  countries,  will  entirely  put  a flop  to  it. 

He  then  entered  into  calculation  to  fhew  that  with  ret. 
fpecl  to  the  price  of  grain  in  the  metropolis,  this  meafure 
would  be  injurious.  The  fum  now  paid  in  bounties, 
would  then  be  added  to  the  price  of  the  bread  confirmed 
The  corn  brought  to  market  from  the  nearey  counties, 
pr  even  that  brought  coaftways,  would  be  kept  for  the 
fame  price  as  that  which  was  brought  from  the  remote  k 
counties  ; and  this  he  efti mated  would  induce  a rife  of  at 
lead  five  (hillings  per  barrel,  and  reckoning  the  con- 
sumption of  Dublin  in  wheat  and  oats,  together  as 
400,000!.  in  value,  the  enefeafe  in  coniequence  of  this 
meafure  would  not  be  lefs  than  |oo,odoi.  And  this  mea~ 

■far:  was  taken  up  at  a time  of  war  when  the  bounty  on 
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the  export  could  not  operate ; the  whole  of  the  boun~ 
ties  on  export  of  grain  laft  year  not  amounting  to 
19,000!. 

But  however  certain  it  might  be  that  a large  export 
would  be  the  efreif  of  this  meafure,  it  fhouldbe  r erne  in  - 
bered  that  the  policy  ot  promoting  export  at  ail  was  at 
Heft  but  policy-  in  a manuia&uring  city  it  was  certainly 
bad  policy.  By  the  bounty  ol  33.  4c!.  per  barrel  on  the 
expoit,  the  merchant  might  be  enabled  to  fell  grain  in 
another  country  2s.  per  barrel  lefs  than  what  he  could 
afford  it  for  at  home ; the  policy  of  fuch  a trade  was 
like  that  of  the  fhop-keeper,  who  felling  his  goods  2s. 
per  yard  under  the  firft  cell,  certainly  brought  a great 
deal  of  money  to  his  ldrop,  but  became  poor  in  propor- 
tion to  the  extent  of  Ins  dealing.  It  was  therefore  not  the 
bounty  on  export,  but  the  inland  bounty,  which  feemed 
moft  eligible  to  adhere  to,  and  it  was  on  this  ground  that 
Dr.  Smith  declared,  that  bounties  on  the  export  were 
unwife.  Other  in'conveniencies  would  arife  from  thefe 
bounties — it  would  turn  the  interior  of  the  com  try  again 
into  pafture,  and  create  in  the  South  once  more  that 
riotous  and  difeontented  difpolition  which  had  formerly 
difgraced  it— and  finally,  it  Would  go  to  injure  if  not 
delTroy  a property  of  2©o,oool.  which  had  been  embark- 
ed in  mills  on  the  faith  of  Parliament.  On  all  thofe 
grounds  he  repeated  his  former  oppolition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Alexander  thought  the  change  of  fyftem'  ufe- 
ful,  and  particularly  fo  at  the  prefen t cribs.  He  attri- 
buted the  Hon.  Bart.’s  oppolition  to  his  habit  of  feeing 
things  through  a melancholy  medium. 

Mr.  Holmes  very  pathetically  oppofed  the  bill.  He 
declared  he  had  conlidered  the  fubje6f  under  eveiy  pof- 
lible  point  of  view  under  which  it  could  appear  to  his 
mind,  and  had  formed  his  opinion  againff  it  on  the 
moft  mature  deliberation.  The  meafure  had  been  Kip- 
ported  on  a lormer  occaiion,  both  as  a meafure  of 
regulation  and  as  a meafure  of  revenue;  he  afked  in 
which  of  thtfe  ways  it  was  fupported  by  the  right  Lon. 
gent,  who  brought  in  the  bill  ? As  he  received  no  an- 
fwer  he  took  it  for  granted- that  it  v,  is  not  fupportecL 
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as  a revenue  meafure,  and  therefore  lie  would  eon'* (for 
it  as  merely  a regulation.  As  fuch,  he  afked,  would 
the  Houfe  adopt  it  to  the  fubverfion  of  a lyllem  under 
which  tor  thirty-eight  years  the  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
try had  improved  beyond  the  moll  fanguinc  hopes  ? 
In  the  courfe  of  thole  thirty -eight  years  this  fyflem  had 
often  been  confidered  by  the  Legifiature,  and  whenever 
it  had  been  confidered  it  had  received  tome  new  fanc- 
ticn  of  approbation,  and  in  no  in  fiance  had  it  been 
cenfurecl  until  the  other  night  when  a Ifoufe  conlift- 
ing  of  about  45  members,  had  hafiily  refolded  on  a 
change.  It  was  true  that  on  that  night  this  change  had 
been  advifed  by  a man  of  the  firfi  charahler  for  know- 
ledge and  talents— and  if  he  could  be  brought  to  prof- 
trate  his  opinions  to  the  mere  authority  of  an  indivi- 
dual, lie  would  have  fubmitted  to  the  authority  of  that 
right  hon.  gent.  But  his  underfianding  had  been  given 
Him  to  direel  his  conduel  and  regulate  his  opinions  for 
himfelf,  and  he  could  not,  while  he  fuffered  that  to 
guide  him,  aflcnt  to  a meafure  which  lie  molt  firmly 
believed  to  be  pregnant  with  mifehief.  He  then  entered 
into  the  hiftory  of  the  Corn  Laws,  and  fhewed  the 
progrcfiive  advantages  which  had  refultcd  from  them, 
and  faid,  that  by  this  meafure  the  Houfe  was  going 
to  give  up  this  long  tried  and  falutary  fyflem,  and  to 
fubftitutc  a theory  in  its  ftead-**He  was  not  a fiiend  to- 
theory-*- and  he  declared,  that  if  the  Houfe  'adopted 
this  bill,  they  would  remove  from  the  agriculture  its-, 
bell  and  only  protection — they  would  take  off  the  glafs 
which  covered  the  hot-bed,  and  leave  it  expofed  to  the,< 
molt  blighting  and  deflru clive  Walls  which  ever  cut 
up  vegetation.  The  meafiue  he  thought  would  be  in- 
jurious to  the  kingdom  at  large  ; but  it  would  be  pe- 
culiarly injurious  to  the  South  of  Ireland — that  quar- 
ter of  the  country  in  which  the  zeal,  the  loyalty,  and 
promptitude  which  had  been  difplayed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants on  the  recent  occaiion,  which  put  kthem  to  the 
tell,  Would  rather  have  obtained  for  them  a meafure 
cf  indulgence  than  fuch  a puniihmcnt. 

Mr.  Peliiam,  though  he  aflcntcd  fully  to  the  praifes 
which  had  been  given  to  the  people  of  the  South, 

thought 
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thought  that  tins'  meafure  iliould  be  confidered  without 
anv  reference  to  them,  or  without  being  confidered  as  a 
meafure  of  reward  or  of  punifhment  to  any  yeden. 
Me  alien  ted  alfo  to  the  character  which  had  been  given 
of  the  knowledge  and  talents  of  the  Right  lion.  Gent, 
who  had  been  the  author  of  that  fy Rem  of  Lorn  Raws 
which  had  been  fo  univcrfally  commended,  anti  had  been 
proJjuMive  of  fuch  happy  confequenccs  to  the  agricul- 
ture of  this  country.  No  man  was  more  ready  than 
lie  was  to  allow,  that  that  fyftem,  at  the  time  when  it 
was  fir  ft  formed,  was  the  mo  ft  wife  which  perhaps  cou  VI 
have  been  adopted,  Em  a change  of  circuir.ftanccs  had 
taken  place  iince  that  time,  which  had  rendered  iome 
parts  of  that  fyftem  lefs  ivfcful  than  it  had.  at  hrft  been.— 
The  bounties  which  were  now  the  fubjedf  or  debate, 
were  at  that  time  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  iecure  the 
market  of  the  metropolis  to  the  l ei  E farmer  .agairft  the 
importation  of  foreign  grain.  nprefent,  circi?mftanccs- 
had  fo  changed,  that  this  market  was  fecure  to  the  Irifti 
farmer  without  the  aid  of  thole  bounties,  and  there forrr 
they  were  unneceiTary.  To  Hew  how  this  change  tT 
circumftances  had  ariftn,  he  went  pretty  much  at  large 
into  the  hiftory  of  the  Conn  Laws  in  both  countries.— 
In  England,  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  a time  when 
there  were  as  many  wife  and  able  men  to  confult  for  the 
fafety  and  inter  efts  of  the  people,  as  at  any  fubfequent  pe- 
riod, the  people  of  England,  labouring  under  a fc  arcity 
of  grain,  took  up  the  opinion  which  the  Hon.  Baronet 
feemed  to  have  adopted — that  the  heft  way  to  fecure  a 
fupplv  of  grain  was  to  prevent  export,  and  encourage 
the  importation  of  it  from  foreign  ports.  .A  committee 
was  appointed  to  confider  of  the  means  of  procuring  a 
fupply— but  inftead  of  opening  the  ports  for  foreign 
corn,  or  keeping  their  own  at  home,  they  advifed  a 
bounty  on  the  export  of  grain.  The  confequcnce  of  this 
meafure  was  that  in  the  next  year  the  fupply  ol  corn  was 
abundant,  and  a coniideiable  quantity  was  exported.— 
This  continued  to  be  the  policy  of  England,  and  in  eon- 
fequence  of  it  fhe  was  enabled  to  fupply  Ireland  with  a. 
great  part  of  her  conftmiption.  In  the  year  1759,  Ire- 
land, in  order  to  enable  her  own  farmers  to  meet  the 
Britifh  grain  in  the  Dublin  market,  fir  ft  adopted  the 
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bounties  on  the  in'Did  carriage  of  corn  to  Dublin.  In 
the  then  (bate  of  things  the  meafure  produced  giyeat  ad:- 
vantages  to  the  agriculture  of  the  country.  In  1 7 7 z > the 
population  ot  Great  Britain  having  coniiderably  encrcaf- 
ed,  it  was  thought  wife  to  depart  in  foine  meafure  from 
the  principle  which  had  been  edablifhed  at  the  rev  olution, 
and  the  Britifh  legislature  reduced  by  five  fhillings  per 
barrel,  the  price  at  which  corn  fliould  be  admitted  from 
foreign  ports.  This  operated  as  a bounty  orf  the  export 
from  Ireland,  and  in  confequence  confiderable  quantities 
of  grain  were  lent  from  this  country  to  Great  Britain, 
from  that  period  until  the  year  1783,  .when  the  prefent 
fvflem  of  corn  laws  was  eflablifhed  in  this  country.  Then 
the  export  bounties  were  granted  on  the  principle  of  the 
Englifh  corn  fyftein,  but  Bill  k was  thought  right  to  con- 
tinue the  former  bounties  on  inland  carriage.  This  was 
a deviation  from  that  fyffem  which  had  exifled  in  Eng- 
land from  the  time  of  the  revolution,  and  under  which 
her  agriculture  had  fo  wonderfully  thriven.  The  export 
bounties,  however,  even  with  this  exception  again 'k  them, 
worked  well  for  the  agriculture  of  Ireland,  and  it  was 
reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  bad-  not  the  port  of  Dublin 
been  excluded  from  the  bounty  on  account  of  the  inland 
carriage  bounties,  the  benefits  would  have  been  much 
greater. 

To  fhew  that  tbefe  fucceeffive  changes-  in  the  corn 
laws  of  Ireland  had  produced  the  beneficial  elte6fs  he 
mentioned,  he  read  to  the TIo nfe  accounts  of  the  quan- 
tities of  corn  and  hour  annually  imported  and  exported 
during  the  period  previous  to  1 7 59>  from  thence  to  1772, 
from  thence  to  1783,  and  downwards;  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the.  imports  had  gradually  diininiOicd,  while 
the  exports  had  en  ere  a fed.  lie  faid  the  queftion  now 
was,  whether  the  Houle  would  adopt  in  its  full  extent 
the  fy ftern  which  had  been  found  fo  beneficial  in  both 
countries,  or  whether  they  would  fu  fie  f an  exception  to 
that  fy  idem  frill  to  continue  ? As  to  the  fitnefs  of  time, 
he  thought  the  prefent  was  peculiarly  the  proper  time  to 
adopt  this  meafure,  becaufe  the  demand  lor  grain  in 
England,  and  the  cheapnefs  of  it  in  Ireland,  gave  a cer- 
tain market.  Dublin  too  was  peculiarly  the  port  from 
which  the  export  fhoald  be  encouraged,  becaufe  it  is  the 
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wefxcr i co aft  of  England  which  wants  a (apply?  and  be*’ 
can  ft  from  the  port  of  Dublin,  convoy  would  be  unne- 
ceflar'y,  as  there  would  exift  no  danger  from  the  enemy. 
— It  was  an  encouraging  circumflancc  for  Ireland  in 
adopting  the  meafure,  that  it  had  been  declared  by  fome 
of  the  wifeft  men  in  England,  that  it  was  not  likely  Eng 
land  would  be  able  to  fupply  her  own  coniumption  of 
grain,  arid  the  ports  of  England  were  open  to  Irifhcorn, 
when  they  were  Unit  to  all  the  reft  of  the  world. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a fecond  time  ; and  on  the  ques- 
tion for  its  committal,  a diviiion  took  place,  when  there 
appeared  for  the  committal  42 — againft  it  7 — majority  35. 
—Committed  lor  to-morrow. 

Gold  Mine  bill,  read  a fecond  time  and  committed. 


■— ror— 1 1 — 

Thursday,  March  i5. 


Mr.  G.  Pon son  by  gave  notice  that  on  Wednefday 
next  he  would  move  for  a repeal  of  the  Infurredfion  bill; 
a bill  which,  in  his  opinion,  had  been  in  a great  meafure 
the  caufe  of  that  drfaffeeftion  and  difturbance,  wfeich 
now  agitated  a great  part  of  the  country.  It  was  unne- 
ccilary  for  him  to  ftate  his  fentiments  on  the  bill  more  at 
large  at  prefent ; he  fhould  referve  what  he  had  to  fay 
for  Wednefday,  when  he  would  not  confine  himfelf  mere- 
ly to  the  fubjecl  of  the  bill,  but  would  alfo  go  pretty- 
much  a-t  large  into  the  condu6f  of  Minifters  in  this  coun- 
try, from  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war. 

Mr.  Pelham  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  for 
taking  into  confkieration  his  Excellency’s  meflage,  rela- 
tive to  the  ftoppage  of  the  bank  be  difeharged,  and  fixed 
for  this  dav  fe'nnighn  . 

Y y 
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Air.  Van® RLE ur  made  a ftrong  cppofitioa  to 
the  postponement.  To  examine  immediately  into  the- 
affairs  oi  the  bank  was  neceiiary  to  reft  ore  and  give  fta- 
biiity  to  its  credit— and  he  was  furprifed  that  when  gen- 
tlemen faw  the  Speed  with  which  administration  in  Eng- 
land had  entered  into  the  enquiry,  they  Should  think  of 
postponing  it  from  day  to  day,  nay,  from  month  to 
month.  He  reprobated  the  indolence  and  neglect  of  the 
Minifterin  this  country  for  neglecting  other  meafures 
which  had  been  zealouSly  and  early  taken  in  Great  Bri- 
tain for  tbe  convenience  of  the  public — Such  was  the  blu- 
ing of  Silver  currency  tor  the  convenience  of  the  manu- 
facturers, and  without  which,  manufactures  muft  inftant- 
iv  come  to  a Stand. 

lie  w as  not*  however,  of  opinion  that  all  the  meafures 
which  had  been  adopted  in  Great  Biitain  on  this  occa- 
sion, ought  to  be  adopted  here.  He  was  againSt  the 
meafu  re,  for  inftance,  of  enabling  the  merchant  to  iflue 
fmall  notes ; fuch  a mcafure  w’ould  only  go  to  increafe 
the  evil  which  had  already  exifted,  the  too  great  propor- 
tion of  papei  money.  On  the  contrary,  he  would  have 
meafures  taken  for  limitiug  the  extent  of  paper  iflues. — 
Something,  he  thought.  Should  immediately  be  done  to 
regulate  the  courfe  of  exchange  between  thefe  countries, 
which,  aow  that  gold  can  no  longer  pafs  between  them, 
will  rife  to  an  extravagant  height  againft  us.  On  thefe 
growndshe  was  averfe  to  the  postponement  of  the  order;  if 
he  fho-uld'  prevail  in  perfuading  the  Houfe  to  enter  at  pre- 
sent into  the  consideration  of  the  Meifage,  he  wrould  fol- 
low up  that  motion  by  a motion  for  a Secret  Committee 
to  enquire  into  the  State  ot  the  bank,  its  debts,  and  its 
property,  and  alfo  into  the  propriety  of  the  Order  of 
Council,  and  the  neceffny  of  continuing  it. 

Mr.  G.  P on  son  by  co  nfe  STecl  his  furprife  at  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Right  Hon.  Member,  for  postponing  tor  ano- 
ther week  the  Me i! age  ot  his  Excellency — Tie  did  not  he- 
mate  to  fay,  that  with  rcfpeCt  to  the  ineafure  of  ad  vising 
the  Bank  of  England  had  flopped,  no  justification  at  all 
was  neceiiary  for  the  Minister.  Had  he  not  reforted  to 
that  meaSure,  but  let  the  IGnk  of  Ireland  emit  fpecie. 
ivh*  n the  Bank  ot  England  had  Stopped,  thsre  would 

not 
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not  have  been  a Bank  in  Ireland  which  would  net  have 
been  broke  in  a month  ; by  being  broke  he  did  not  mean 
infortvent,  but  drained  of  its  cafh.  But  though  the  Mi- 
niRer  did  not  want  juRification  lor  this  meafure,  he  did 
not  wonder  that  he  was  not  able  before  this  time  to  in* 
form  the  Houfe,  what  remedies  he  meant  to  offer  in  the 
prefentftate  of  affairs  ; whether  lie  meant  that  the  public 
creditors  fhoukl  be  made  to  accept  their  dividends  in  pa- 
per, and  whether  paper  was  to  be  made  a legal  tender 
between  man  and  man.  Until  the  Houfe  were  informed 
how  far  he  meant  to  enforce  a compulfive  circulation  of 
Bank  paper,  it  would  be  vain  in  the  Houfe  to  enter  into 
any  enquiry,  for  without  iniormation  on  thefe  points, 
they  could  not  know  what  remedies  to  apply.  For  his 
own  part,  he  was  convinced  that  both  thefe  confequences 
would  follow;  that  the  public  creditor  fhould  be  obli- 
ged to  take  paper,  and  that  it  fhould  be  made  a legal 
tender. 

Mr.  Pelham  faid^  if  the  Hon.Member  had  been  pre- 
fent  on  the  laft  day  when  this  fubjedf  was  talked  of,  he 
would  not  have  thought  it  neceffary  now  to  exprefs  hi s 
wonder  at  the  motion  for  further  poftponement ; for  he 
had  Rated  on  that  occafion,  that  the  ftoppage  of  the  Bank 
not  having  been  a meafure  arifmg  from  any  deficiency  in 
its  civcumllances,  but  merely  made  neceffaiy  by  the  Rop- 
jtege  of  the  Bank  of  England,  it  was  fuperfluous  to  en- 
ter into  a consideration  of  its  affairs:  he  had  aifo  Rated, 
that  it  would  be  neceffary  for  the  FUufe  to  wait  the  re- 
fult  of  what  fhould  be  finally  done  in  England  on  this 
fubjcct,  before  the  Parliament  of  this  country  could 
take  any  meafure  relative  to  the  Bank.  Nothing  final 
had  yet  been  done  in  England,  nor  was  it  likely  that  any 
thing  final  would  be  done  before  this  day  fe’nnight,  to 
which  day  lie  wifhed  to  poRpone  the  order.  With, 
refpeel  to  the  queRion  whether  paper  would  be  forced 
on  the  public  creditor,  it  was  not  at  this  moment  necefi'a- 
ry  toanfwer.-  The  Bank  of  England  had  now  declared 
they  were  ready  to  make  a dividend  in  paper,  but  no  di- 
vidend being  due  by  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  it  could  not  be 
known  at  prefent  what  might  be  the  nature  cf  the  pay- 
men^  they  would  make  when  the  dividend  became  due, 
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Mr.  Grattan  fa  id,  the  queftion  for  the  confidera- 
fton  ot  Parliament  on  this  fubjedt  divided  itfelf  into  two 
point?— -the  one  related  to  the  propriety  or  neceility  of 
the  difpenfing  power,  which  was  exercifed  by  the  M'imf- 
ter,  in  the  illegal  order  iffued  by  the  Privy  Council, 
forbidding  the  Bank  to  withhold  a legal  payment  — 
the  other  related  to  the  remedy  to  which  it  would 
be  neceffary  to  refort  under  the  prefltire  of  prefent  cir- 
cumftance?.  Thefe  two  points,  he  faid,  were  not  at  ail 
<~orne61cd.  M he  neceffity  for  the  order  of  Council  might 
be  coniidered  without  touching  on  the  meafures  which  it 
might  be  right  to  adopt  in  confequenceoi  that  orderhaving 
been  blued,  and  in  his  opinion  the  neceility  ot  that  order 
ought  to  have  been  taken  into  conlkleration  long  before 
this.  The  executive  Government  ought  not  to  have  been 
fuffered  to  exercife  a difpenfing  power  in  a moft  impor- 
tant infiance  lor  fifteen  clays  together,  Parliament  fitting, 
without  any  enquiry  into  the  r\ecellity  for  fuch  an  exercife. 
The  executive  power  itfelf  could  not  be  the  judge  of 
that  neceility. — Parliament  was  the  conflitutional  judge 
of  it,  and  this  was  perhaps  the  firft  inftance  iince  the  Re- 
volution, in  which  the  power  had  been  exercifed  while 
Pa i liamcnt  was  actually  fitting,  without  an  application 
being  made  to  Parliament  lor  its  authority  and  fanc- 
lion.  The  cafe  of  aa  embargo  iliuftrated  this  point. 
The  Minifter  laid  an  embargo  when  certain  circumftan- 
ccs  appeared  to  him  to  require  that  me&fure— if  Parlia- 
ment were  not  fitting  at  the  time,  he  fubmitted  his 
conduct  to  their  conlideration  as  foon  as  it  did  meet, 
and  by  this  fumillion  to  the  authority  of  the  legifla- 
tuie  healed  the  wound  which  the  Conftitution  had 
luffered  from  arbitrary  a 61s  of  the  executive  power. 
What  was  done  by  the  Minifter  in  this  inftance  ? — Pie 
exercifes  a difpenfing  power  whtch  deeply  affeefts  the 
trade  and  wealth  ot  the  whole  nation,  then  comes  to 
Parliament,  and  mils  them  he  lias  donefo,  hut  inftead  of 
taking  their  opinion,  or  defiling  their  fanbtion  for  the 
aef  , he  poftpones  the  enquiry  from  day  to  day  and  from 
week  to  week.  'Phis  lie  thought  perfectly  imconftitu- 
: unai  in  the  Minifter,  and  an  inftance  of  great  negligence 
in  fine  two  Ploufes  which  :or  fifteen  clays  fuffered  this 
power  to  be  exercifed  without  animadverlion  or  enquiry. 
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Sir  L.  Parsons  could  not  fay  he  was  yet  convinced 
that  there  had  exifled  any  neceffty  for  hopping  payment 
u fpecie  in  the  Bank, of  Ireland,  bccaufe  that  mcafurehad 
been  adopted  in  England.  Two  Banks  in  this  city  yet 
continued  to  pay  in  cafh. 

Cn  an.  of  Ex.  faid  that  the  order  refpect mg  the  Bank 
had  been  communicated  to  Parliament  as  loon  aspoflible, 
and  that  by  that  communication  the  power  of  Parliament 
to  enquire  into  the  act,  and  to  decide  on  its  propriety 
was  acknowledged  ; — that  it  was  merely  to  enable  the 
.Houfe  to  decide  with  more  effect  on  the  whole  of  the 
fubject  at  once,  that  the  confideration  of  the  neceffny  of 
the  order  had  been  poftoned  until  the  Houfe  fhould  be 
enabled  to  deliberate  what  fleps  Ihould  be  taken  in  con* 
fequence  of  the  decifions  ot  the  Englifh  Parliament. 

Ilonfe  in  Committee  on  the  bill  for  difeontinuing  the 
Inland  Carriage-Bounties. 

Mr.  Nevi  l^e  dated,  that  the  madders  of  the  county 
of  Wexford  would  probably  differ  very  feverely  by  the 
difcontinuance  of  the  bounty  on  malt,  as  they  had  dated 
in  a petition  now  before  the  Houfe.  He  faid  that  at 
lead  the  Houfe  might  grant  thofe  perfetns  who  were 
more  productive  to  the  revenue  than  thofe  of  any 
other  county  in  the  kingdom,  the  indulgence  of 
podponing  the  operation  ol  the  bill  until  the  25th  of 
June  next,  and  he  accordingly  moved  an  amendment  to 
that  purpofe. 

The  Speaker  opp.ofed  it— he  faid  the  petition  was 
founded  on  the  mod  prepoderous  principle,  it  was  pro- 
tefledly  for  the  purpofe  of  inducing  the  Legiflature  to 
continue  a bounty  lor  drawing  the  malt,  &c.  of  their 
county  to  be  brewed  of  didilled  in  Dublin — itwasjud 
on  the  fame  principle  as  ii  the  northern  counties  fhould 
pray  lor  a bounty  to  have  all  their  dax  carried  raw  to 
Dublin,  to  be  there  manufactured.  He  faid  that  the  ef- 
fect of  this  meafure  was  entirely  niidaken  ; that  if  under- 
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dood  aright,  the  maltders  and  farmers  would  coniider  it 
as  the  greated  benefit  which  could  be  conferred  upon 
them,  as  it  went  to  open  one  of  the  bed  markets  for  their 
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grain.  As  to  the  amendment,  he  was  againft  it  for  the 
fake  of  the  farmer,  becaufe  he  was  fare  if  the  operation 
of  the  bill  was  poftponed  to  June,  there  would  be  fu ch 
an  influx  of  grain  to  Dublin  that  more  would  be  loft  by 
the  fall  in  the  price  than  the  bounty  would  amount  to. 

Sir  L.  Parsons,  though  he  had  fo  often  troubled  the 
Houfe  before  on  thisfubject,  faid,  he  could  not  help  now 
for  the  laft  time  expreffing  his  ftrpng  difapprobation  of 
this  meafure.  He  was  aftonifhed,  he  faid,  at  the  apathy 
with  which  country  gentlemen  fat  filen t,  while  that  fyf- 
tem  was  cut  up  by  the  root  under  which  the  agriculture 
of  the  country  had  grown  to  a moft  unexampled  degree 
of  profperity— that  fyftem  which  he  remembered  them 
on  many  former  occafions  vociferous  to  maintain  when 
any  difpofition  was  fhewn  to  infringe  on  it.  What  new 
light  had  gentlemen  received  on  this  fubjecl  to  make  then* 
nowfo  tame  in  the  furrender  of  what  they  once  were  fo 
tenacious  ? He  very  much  feared  that  the  people  would 
take  occafion  from  their  conduct  in  this  affair  to  difpa- 
rage  Parliament,  and  attribute  their  acquiefcence  in  this 
plan  of  the  Minifter,  rather  to  the  influence  of  t'hofe 
places  and  falaries,  which  had  of  late  years  been  fo  large- 
ly encreafed,  than  to  any  rational  conviction  of  the 
propriety  of  the  meafure.  It  had  been  contended  by 
gentlemen  that  this  was  not  a meafure  of  punifhment, 
but  he  knew  itw  as  a meafure  which  would  induce  beg- 
gary and  ruin  on  a large  portion  of  the  farmers  of  the 
country,  and  if  ruin  ancj  beggary  were  not  a punifhment 
he  knew  not  what  was.  The  effect  of  it  would  be  that 
tliis  city  would  again  be  fed  with  Englifh  corn,  as  it  was 
before  the  year  17^9  : for  he  contended  that  the  merchant 
of  Liverpool  would  now  have  an  advantage  of  near  nine 
ftiil lings  the  barrel  in  wheat  over  the  Irifh  farmer  of  the 
interior  counties — for  the  carriage  of  a barrel  of  wheat 
from  thofe  counties  was  five  fhillings,  which  added  to  a 
bounty  of  3s. given  on  the  export  from  England, 
made  near  9s.  in  favour  of  the  Englifhman.  Malt  would, 
for  the  fame  reafon,  be  imported  to  the  deftruction  of 
the  Irifh  maltfter.  This  plan  of  export  bounty,  he  fai  i, 
was  a plan  of  the  merchant  againft  the  manufacturer,  it 
was  calculated  to  throw  money  into  the  merchant’s  poc- 
ket. 
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ke-t,  and  mud  inevitably  tend  to  enhance  the  price  of  grain 
on  the  native  confumer  ; it  was  a plan  which  went  to 
turn  the  interior  of  the  country  into  pafturage,  whilft 
the  exterior  countries  only  were  to  be  employed  in  til- 
lage. Giantkig  this  fyftem  to  be  wife  in  itfcli,  it  deferr- 
ed gentlemens  conlideration  at  what  expence  it  could 

be  carried  into  effect  ; how  many  thoufands  now  earn- 
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ing  their  bread  in  tilling  the  ground  in  the  interior  of 
the  ifland  muft  by  this  plan  be  turned  to  idlcnefs  and 
beggary — what  a violation  of  private  property  mud  take 
place  by  rendering  ufelefs  thofe  numerous  mills  which 
have  been  creeled  in  thofe  counties  on  the  faitli  ot  Parlia- 
ment ? Gentlemen  have  faid,  that  among  the  reafons  for 
abrogating  the  piefent  fydein  of  bounties  one  was,  that 
frauds  were  pra&ifed  under  it,  and  whatfydem  was  that; 
under  which  frauds  were  not  pra<51ifed  ? Wonld  they  not 
be— -were  they  not  now,  praclifed  on  the  export  boun- 
ties as  well  as  on  thofe  of  the  inland  carriage  ? This 
meafure  was  fan6fioned  by  the  high  authority  of  a Right 
Hon.  Gent,  for  whofe  opinion  he  entertained  the  higheft 
refpech  but  if  authority  were  to  decide  the  merits  of 
the  queftion,  there  was  authority  againft  the  fyftem  of 
export  bounties,  as  high  as  that  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gent, 
in  their  favour,  that  authority  was  Mr.  Adam  Smith, 
who  was  coniefledly  the  beft  writer  on  political  oecono- 
my.  Mr.  Smith’s  opinion  was  that  export  bounties  tend- 
ed to  furnifh  food  to  the  inhabitants  of  foreign  nations, 
one  of  the  moft  important  aids  to  manufacture  to  the  de- 
predion  of  the  home  manufacture.  If  gentlemen  would 
give  themfelves  the  trouble  to  confider  this  and  other  ar- 
guments of  that  writer  againft  export  bounties,  they 
would  not  be  fo  ready  to  agree  in  extending  them  to  the 
hazard  of  the  agriculture  ot  the  country,  and  the  peace 
of  its  inhabitants-  He  he  heard  it  whifpered  that  Mr. 
Smith  was  againft  bounties  of  every  kind— this  was  not 
the  cafe,  for  he  had  never  faid  any  thing  of  inland  coun- 
ties fordomeftic  regulation  fuch  as  tliefe  now  about  to  be 
difeontinued.  As  to  the  opinion  of  the  merchants  and 
perfons  concerned  in  the  corn  trade,  he  thought  it  ought 
not  to  weigh  in  any  degree,  for  they  were  parties  intereft- 
ed.  This  meafure  had  been  originally  brought  forward 
to  procure  a fupply  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Hate— -if  that 
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was  the  objedl,  and  that  gentlemen  were  determined  to 
Overlook  the  other  fources  of  revenue — the  ab  fen  tees— 
the  imports  of  manufadtures,  &c.  and  would  fix  on  no- 
thing but  the  agriculture  of  the  country,  let  them  an  k aft 
try  the  lead  ruinous  expedient— let  them  do  what  was 
fuggefted  on  a former  occafion,  let  them  take  off  half  of 
the  inland  bounties,  and  give  only  one  half  of  the  export 
bounty  on  the  exports  from  this  metropolis. 

The  Speaker  replied  to  the  arguments  of  Sir 
Laurence. — He  faid  thefe  arguments  were  founded  past 
iy  in  ignorance  of  the  exifting  law,  partly  in  a mil- 
take  of  law,  and  partly  in  a mifconception  of  the  ge- 
neral principles  of  commerce.  When  the  Hon.  Bart, 
argued  that  this  meafure  would  reduce  us  to  the  necefiity 
of  being  again  fed  with  Englifh  corn,  as  before  the  year 
1759,  did  the  Hon.  Member  know  that  Brjtifih  corn  was 
excluded  from*  this  country  by  A£t  of  Parliament,  until 
wheat  rofe  to  32s.  per  barrel  ? If  he  thought  that  by  the 
repeal  of  thefe  bounties,  the  price  of  grain  would  be  fo 
much  enhanced  that  it  would  rife  above  32s,  the  barrel, 
and  thus  let  in  the  foreign  corn,  then  it  muft  follow  that 
this  meafure  would  give  the  greateft  poflible  encourage- 
ment to  agriculture  by  railing  fo  high  the  p&ofits  of  the 
farmer.  The  H011.  Bait,  aliened,  that  ihe  manufac- 
ture of  malt  would  be  ruined  bv  this  meafure,  and 
that  we  fhould  have  Britifh  malt  as  well  as  Britilli 
corn  imported.  This  was  another  mark  of  the  lion. 
Barb’s  ignorance  of  the  corn  laws,  for  it  was  a part 
of  that  fyftem  that  malt  could  not  be  imported  at 
any  time,  let  the  price  here  rife  to  what  it  might,  for 
it  was  a principle  of  the  fyftem  that  malt,  not  being 
a neceflary  manufadi ure  for  food,  foreign  malt  might 
safely  be  excluded  at  all  times  in  favour  of  the  <!o- 
meftic  manufacture.  He  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Bart, 
that  the  inland  bounties  had  produced  great  advanta- 
ges to.  the  agriculture  of  this  country,  he  believed 
that  in  the  circumftances  in  which  Ireland  flood  at 
the  time  when  thefe  bounties  were  granted,  they  were 
the  wileft  that  could  have  been  deviled,  as  by  bringing 
the  market  to  the  door  of  the  farmer,  they  enabled  him 
:o  meet  the  loreign  corn  on  equal  terms;  but  when  thofe 

circum- 
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xfircum (lances  no  longer  exifted,  when  Britifn  grain  v as 
prohibited,  and  a bounty  granted  on  the  export  ot  lrifti 
grain,  then  thefe  bounties  ceafed  to  be  beneficial,  and 
operated  againft  the  agriculture  of  the  country,  inafmucft 
as  they  precluded  the  bed  port  in  the  illand  from  the  ad- 
vantages of  export.  Remove  this  impediment  to  your 
agriculture  ancl  it  will  grow  beyond  expectation.  The 
lion.  Bart,  hath  (aid  that  the  price  of  corn  would  be  k> 
railed  by  this  meafure  as  to  prevent  us  from  availing  oui’- 
felves  of  the  demand  of  England,  tor  America  would  be 
able  to  underfell  us.  Here  again  the  Hon.  Bart,  forgot 
the  law,  or  he  would  have  known  that  when  the  ports 
ot  England  are  opened  for  the  admiflionof  grain,  Ireland 
enjoys  a monopoly  pf  the  Englifh  market  againft  all  the 
world,  and  continues  to  do  fo  till  the  price  of  wheat  rile 
27.  per  barrel  higher.  But  he  had  urged  alfo  that  the 
export  bounty  would  fink  into  the  pocket  of  the  mer- 
chant, and  that  he  would  give  none  of  it  to  the  farmer. 
Was  the  Hon.  Bart,  fo  ignorant  of  the  firft  principles 
of  commerce  as  not  to  know  that  whatever ’tended  to 
make  a branch  of  export  lucrative  to  themerchant,  would 
otcourfe  encreafe  the  demand  for  that  article,  and  that  as 
the  demand  for  the  article  encreafes,  the  merchant  would 
be  obliged  to  give  a higher  price  for  it,  and  thus  would 
be  obliged  to  communicate  to  the  perfon  producing  that 
article  a part  of  his  profits.  Thus  the  bounty  operated 
as  to  corn — it  went  firft  to  the  merchant  and  enabled  him 
to  export — by  this  export  the  demand  was  encreafed,  bv 
the  encreafed  demand  the  price  was  raifed,  and  thus  the 
farmer  came  to  fhare  the  bounty  with  the  merchant.  The 
Hon.  Bart,  however,  had  doubted  the  expediency  of 
export  bounty  in  any  circumftances,  and  he  had  quoted 
Adam  Smith — Let  him  read  the  other  Smith  who  had 
written  the  three  trails  on  the  corn  trade,  a more  fenfi- 
ble  man  than  Adam  Smith,  and  he  would  find  it  proved 
that  thefe  export  bounties  which  England  had  fo  long 
granted  had  produced  very  important  benefits — this  fact>~ 
was  proved  in  fo  ftrong  and  clear  a manner  that  Adam 
Smith  was  unable  to  refute  it.  The  Hon.  Bart,  had  ex- 
prefled  his  aftonifhment  that  country  gentlemen  were  fo 
•inattentive  to  this  meafure,  and  to  the  interefts  of  the 
agriculture  of  the  country.  They  were  not  inattentive 
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—they  attended  very  clofely  to  this  fubjed,  through  the 
whole  of  its  progrefs,  and  the  patience  with  which  they 
had  repeatedly  heard  the  Hon.  Bart,  on  this  fubjed  was 
theftrongeft  proof  that  -they  confidered  themfelves  inter- 
filed in  it.  The  Hon.  Bart.’s  aftonifhmcnt  therefore  mufl 
be  that  they  did  not  implicitly  adopt  all  his  opinions.  Did 
the  Hon.  Bart,  imagine  that  his  opinion  was  of  fuch 
confequence  that  gentlemen  fhould,  on  a fimple  fta^e- 
ment  of  it,  fubmit  to  its  authority  in  oppofition  to  the 
weight  of  argument  and  of  experience,  or  elfe  be  brand- 
ed with  the  charader  of  aching  under  undue  influence  ? 
On  the  whole  he  believed  he  had  anfwered  every  argu- 
ment which  the  Hon.  Bart,  had  nfed  againft  the  bill— if 
there  were  any  of  them  which  he  omitted,  and  the  Hon. 
Bart,  would  bring  them  to  his  recclledion,  he  would 
give  them  the  bell  anfwer  in  his  power,  he  was  confci- 
ous  when  he  heard  them  that  he  could  have  given  a very 
fatisfadory  anfwer  to  every  one  of  them— indeed  mol  of 
them  required  no  anfwer  for  they  were  contradidory  and 
cut  up  one  another.  To  the  motives  of  the  Hon.  Mem- 
ber however  he  gave  full  credit — he  did  not  believe  that 
he  ever  uttered  a fentiment  or  opinion  in  that  Iloufe 
which  he  did  not  believe  to  be  juft  and  w^ell-founded, 
and  was  fure  he  had  never  wilfully  miftated  a fad  in 
his  life. 

Sir  L.  Parsons  faid  a few  words  in  reply,  in  which 
he  declared  himfelf  rather  confirmed  in  his  former  opi- 
nions by  what  had  fallen  from  the  Right  Honourable 
Member  than  induced  to  give  them  up.  With  refped  to 
•the  laws  re fpe cling  malt,  however,  he  confefied  he  had 
been  miftaken. 

Mr.  Maxwell  fail,  that  however  juft  it  might  be  to 
take  off*  the  land  carriage  bounty,  he  thought  it  the 
height  of  impolicy  to  take  off  the  coaft-way  bounty,  and 
thereby  to  deftroy  the  beft  nurfery  we  had  tor  feamen  to 
man  our  fleet.  He  much  feared  this  ftep  would  ruin  the 
malting  trade  of  Ireland,  and  confequently  affed  mate- 
rially every  part  of  the  kingdom  where  barley  was  grown. 
Malt  flood  in  a very  different  predicament  from  the  other 
branches  of  the  corn  trade.  England  would  not  receive 

our 
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-our  malt,  .cortfequently  the  lofs  of  the  bounty  of  carriage 
to  Dublin,  could  not  be  recompenfed  by  any  export 
bounty.  Therefore,  as  far  as  related  to  the  malting  trade, 
the  flrongeft  argument  of  the  fupportersof  this  meafure, 
was  totally  cut  off.  He  mentioned  that  the  port  of  Wex- 
ford alone  had  nearly  one  hundred  fhips  employed  in  the 
coalling  trade,  and  if  this  meafure  took  place  in  its  fulled 
extent,  it  would  ruin  that  port.  The  merchants  of  that 
town  received  between  ten  and  twelve  thoufand  pounds  a 
year  in  bounty-"-*- when  this  was  difeontinued,  where  was 
the  lofs  to  fall  ? He  much  feared  it  would  be  felt  by  the 
induftrious  farmer,  who  perhaps  might  have  taken  his 
lands  (as  many  no  doubt  had)  at  a very  high  rent,  de- 
pending on  the  continuance  of  the  high  price  of  barley. — 
He  was  certain  this  meafure  would  effe#  almoft  a general 
bankruptcy  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  and  any  meafure 
that  could  have  fuch  an  efFe<51,  however  highly  he  ef- 
teemed  the  fupporters  of  it,  fhould  have  his  decided  op- 
pofition.  If,  however,  the. meafure  fhould  be  carried, 
he  trufted  that  the  time  when  the  bounty  fhould  ceafe, 
would  be  extended  as  far  as  poffible,  and  that  thofe  who 
had  bought  in  on  the  faith  of  the  bounty,  would  not  be 
facrificed  by  what  as  far  as  afle&ed  them,  would  be  an 
ex  pojl  faflo  law. 

Some  converfation  took  place  between  Mr.  Bagwell 
ahd  the  Speaker,  relative  to  the  fums  paid  to  the  officers 
concerned  in  the  management  of  the  Inland  Bounties, 
and  the  propriety  of  making  compenfation  to  them  for 
their  lofs  by  the  abrogation  of  the  bounties.  The  Speaker 
laid  it  was  the  conftant  policy  of  Parliament  to  indem- 
nify officers  for  any  Ioffes  which  they  might  fuftain  by 
uew  Parliamentary  regulations,  and  could  not  believe 
that  this  principle  would  be  departed  from  in  this 
inftance. 

Mr.  Ba  gwell  thought  it  hard  that  in  fuch  times  as  the 
prefent,  when  a land  tax  feemed  to  be  conlidered  necef-- 
fary  to  provide  for  the  exigence  of  the  ftate,  fuch  fums 
fhould  be  continued  annually  to  jperfona  for  doing  no- 
thing. 


The 
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i he  Speaker  faid  Jie  hoped  the  time  would  nevt** 
corae  when  it  fhould  be  nejcelfary  for  him  to  declare  his 
opinion  of  a land  tax. 

The  bill  being  gone  through,  the  Houfe  refnmed — ansi 
ordered  me  report  ior  to-morrow. rr* Adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  28,  1 797- 

Mr.  M.  Beresford,  purfuant  to  order,  prefenied 
a bill  for  the  Amplification  of  the  revenue  laws,  and  to 
facilitate  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  lie  Rated  this 
bill  was  a full  digeft  of  the  revenue  laws  from  the  excife 
a cl  to  the  prefen  t day.  Mr.  Beresford  obferved,  it  em- 
ployed much  of  the  attention  of  the  law  ferjeants  of  the 
Crown,  during  the  recefs,  to  revife  the  revenue  laws, 
and  that  it  had  been  their  particular  care  to  expunge  fuch 
claufes  .as  appeared  to  them  objectionable,  or  as  were 
likely  to  excite  any  difference  of  opinion  in  that  Houfc, 
Such  claufes  alfo  as  were  not  immediately  connected  with 
the  colle&ion  of  the  revenue,  were  omitted.  As  it  was 
his  wifh  that  gentlemen  fhould  have  a full  opportu- 
nity of  examining  the  act,  he  moved  that  it  fhould  be 
printed.  Ordered.  The  bill  was  read  a firft  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a fecond  time  the  firft  Tuefday  after 
the  recefs. 

Tiie  report  of  the  diffillery  bill  being  read,  Mi;.  Be- 
Tesford  moved  to  infert  a claufe,  infliCting  a penalty  on 
fuch  as  fhould  introduce  unmalted  com  into  the  diftilla- 
non  .of  fpirits. 

Mr.  Roc  h fort  expreffed  his  apprehenbons  that  fuch 
a claufe  would  operate  leverely  on  the  diflillers. 
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Mr.  M.  Beresford  faicU  that  the  bill  had  been 
fubmitted  to  the  infpeclion  of  the  gentlemen  in  that  trade 
by  the  Revenue  Board.  If  any  of  the  provifions  had 
fuch  a tendency  as  the  Hon.  Member  alluded  to,  no 
doubt  they  would  have  fuggeftedit. 

Mr.  J.  Berf.sford  faid,  that  the  neceflity  of  fuch 
a claufo  was  obvious — if  it  was  not  enabled,  unmalted 
corn  would  be  frequently  ufed,  and  the  malt  duty  com- 
pletely evaded. 

Theclaufe  was  received,  and  ordered  to  be  inferted  in 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Harrison  moved  to  poftpone  the  committal 
of  the  fugitive  debtors  bill  to  the  firft  Tuefday  alter  the 
vecefs. — Agreed  to. 

Mr,  Alexander — I find  it  neceftary  to  make  a few 
obfervations  on  the  miftake  of  the  newfpapers  that  attri- 
bute to  me  this  affertion  : that  in  Londonderry  a g'arrifon 
of  500  men  had  been  attacked  by  a party  of  thofe  traitors 
and  compelled  to  draw  the  bridge  arch  to  fecure  them  [elves — - 
I never  threw  out  fuch  an  imputation  on  a garrifon  of  his 
Majefty,  or  fpoke  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  ex- 
cept as  men  amenable  to  the  law's  and  attached  to  the 
conftitution  ; — but  I did  (late  that  the  outrages  of  thofe 
traitors  wrere  very  great,  and  that  they  had  the  audacity 
to  commit  thofe  outrages  in  the  vicinity  of  a garrifon  of 
500  men. 

Mr.  Beresford  prefen ted  the  petition  of  James 
Peed,  Attorney,  to  whole  lituation  he  had  yefferday  al- 
luded.— Received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pelham  moved  to  poftpone  the  confideration 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  me  ft  age  relative  to  the  Bank 
till  to-morrow'. 


Thursda  y 
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Thursday,  March  30,  179 7. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Ponson£t  gave  notice,  that  he  would 
immediately  after  the  approaching  recefs,  fubmit  to  the. 
Houfe  a motion  on  the  fubjecl  of  a Reform  in  the  Re- 
presentation of  the  people  in  Parliament. 

Dr.  Du  1 gen  an  immediately  rofe  to  give  notice-*  that 
he  would,  alfo  after  the  recefs,  bring  forward  a motion, 
tending  to  refute  the  lying  and  malicious  after tions  made 
by  Mr.  Fox,  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  rela- 
tive to  this  country,  and  to  fhew  that  the  Parliament  of 
this  country,  is  independent. 

Mr.  Ogle  faid,  that  the  magnitude  of  the  queftion^ 
to  be  difcufied  after  the  recefe,  appeared  to  him  to  call 
for  as  full  an  attendance  of  members  as  could  be  procur- 
ed. It  would  depend  on  the  decifion  of  thefe  queftions, 
he  faid,  whether  Ireland  was  to  have  a Conftitution  or 
not,  and,  therefore,  he  was  for  having  the  Houfe  called 
over,  in  order  that  it  might  be  known  who  was  for  Sup- 
porting that  conftitution,  and  who  for  overturning  it. — 
He  moved  that  the  Houfe  be  called  over  on  the  firft  Tuel- 
day  after  the  recefs  ; and  that  the  Speaker  do  write  circu- 
lar letters  to  tire  members,  requiting  their  attendance. 

Dr.  Du  1 g en  a n agreed  perfectly  as  to  the  necelfity  of 
calling  over  the  Houfe  ; the  more  fo,  as  he  perceived 
that  the  rump  of  a faction  in  the  Britifh  Parliament, 
were  determined  to  bring  this  country  into  trouble,  by- 
mifrep refen  ting  its  fituation,  and  interfering  in  its  con- 
cerns. It  was  fit  that  there  Should  be  a full  attendance  of 
the  Houfe,  therefore,  that  they  might  with  more  effect 
afiert  their  independence,  and  ihew  their  Spirit. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Ponsoney  had  not  the  leaft  objec- 
tion to  have  a full  attendance,  and  therefore  lie  was 
:or  having  the  Houfe  called  over  ; but  he  hoped  that 
the  call  would  be  fixed  for  a day  on  which  the  members 
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could  attend,  and  therefore  he  would  have  it  fo  fixed,  as 
that  it  might  not  interfere  with  the  allizes. 

Dr.  Du  i g en  a n faid,  that  by  appointing,  the  firft 
Tuefday  after  the  rccefs  for  thu  call  ol  the  Houfe,  it 
was  very  poffible  that  fome  three  or  four  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman's  friends  might  find  it  inconvenient  to  at- 
tend the  call — for  inflance,  Mr.  Curran,  Mr.  Hoare, 
and  Mr.  Fletcher.  The  Right  lion.  Gentleman  might 
be  deprived  of  the  aid  of  thefe  gentlemen  on  the  occafion  ; 
but  the  bufinefs  which  was  to  be  agitated  was  of  too  much 
importance  to  be  poftponed  for  the  convenience  of  a 
few  individual  rrtembers,  and  particularly  of  members 
who  had  already  given  the  Houfe  a great  deal  of  trouble 
in  the  courfe  of  the  feflion. 

♦ 

Mr.  W.  B.  Pons  on  by  faid  he  was  mifunderffoocl 
by  the  learned  Doctor,  if  he  fuppofed  he  meant  to  de- 
fer the  call  fer  the  convenience,  of  any  particular  mem- 
ber ; he  meant  that  fuch  a day  fhould  be  fixed,  that  the 
members  of  that  Houfe  fhould  generally  be  able  to  at- 
tend, which  they  would  not  be  able  to  do,  if  the  call 
was  fixed  for  a day  during  the  affizes.  As  for  the  im- 
portance of  the  buiinefs  on  which  the  Houfe  would  be 
called  to  decide,  he  was  as  firmly  convinced  of  it  as  the 
learned  Doctor,  though  he  believed  he  felt  that  impor- 
tance in  a very  different  way. 

The  call  was  then  fixed  for  the  firfl  Tuefday  after  the 
recefs. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  begged  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe,  tor  a few  moments,  to  correct  a miflatement 
which  had  gone  abroad,  of  what  he  had  faid  in  a former 
debate*  on  the  Infurrection  bill.  It  had  been  dated  in  a 
country  paper,  and  from  thence  copied  into  thofe  of 
Dublin,  that  he  had  exprdted  a wifh  cc  that  the  whole 
of  the  North  of  Ireland  were  in  open  rebellion,  that 
the  Government  might  cut  them  off.”  This  had  been 
vctv  affidioully  circulated,  to  the  detriment  of  his  cha- 
racter—and  was,  he  could  confidently  fay,  a falfchood. 
M'hat  he  had  faid  was,  cc  that,  there  were  certain  parts 

of 
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erf  the  North  of  Ireland  in  a ftate  of  concealed  rebel- 
lion, and  that  he  wilhed  thefe  places  were  rather  in  a 
ilate  of  open  rebellion,  that  the  Government  might  fee 
the  rebellion,  and  crufh  it.5’  He  never  fpoke  at  any  time 
anv  man’s  fentiments  but  his  own,  and  as  he  knew  he 

j * 

was  incapable  of  entertaining  the  fentiments  attributed  to 
him,  he  was  certain  he  could  not  have  uttered  it. 

Mr.  Egan  faid,  he  would  give  the  hon.  Gentleman  a 
panacea , which  if  he  would  ufe  it,  fhould  prevent  all 
mifreprefentation  of  his  fpeeches  in  future *it  was,  ter 
fit  down  in  his  fludy,  write  his  fpeech,  and  leave  it  in 
the  printer’s  letter-box  before  he  came  down  to  the 
Houfe  to  deliver  it;  if  he  did  this,  and  alfo  left  a certain 
quantity  of  cafh  for  the  infertion  of  it,  he  would  be  a 
fine  cock  with  the,  editors  of  thofe  papers,  a very  fine  cock 
indeed  //  and  like  other  cocks,  he  might  write  on  his 
own  comb,  “ Oh  what  a great  man  I am  !” 

Received  the  report  of  the  Infolvent  bill- 

Col.  B-LAquiERE  moved,  as  an  amenementy  cc  that 
all  infolvent  debtors  who  fhould  be  entitled  to  the  be- 
nefit of  that  a61,  and  whofe  debts  fhould  not  exceed  the 
fum  of  30I.  in  the  whole,  fhould  be  difeharged  free  of 
all  fees  and  charges  whatfoever,’, 

This  amendment  was  amended  by  the  ftipulation  of 
50! . for  30I.  and  thus  amended  was  adopted. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Corry,  the  name  of  Mr.  Peed 
v-was  inferted  in  the  bill,  though  his  debts  amounted  to 
-upwards  of  500I.  and  though  he  had  not  been  in  con- 
finement fince  the  time  piofci  ibed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Egan  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the  report, 
•that-**  the  court  in  which  any  infolvent  debtor  fhall  be 
liberated,  fhall  be  empowered  to  appoint  to  the  officer 
of  the  .court  to  whom  the  property  of  the  infolvent  fhall 
have  been  alfignsd,  fuch  fum  for  his  trouble  as  they  may 
•think  right,  and  that  the  faid  fum  be  fir  ft  chargeable  on 
the  property  of  the  infolvent.” — The  amendment  was 
adopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engroffed. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Maxwell  moved  that  the  proper  officer  do 
lay  before  the  houfe  an  account  of  the  quantity  ot  fait, 
wines,  tea,  and  fugar,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  from 
the  20th  of  February  laft,  to  the  25th  of  March  inft.— 
Ordered — Adjourned. 


Tuesday,  April  ii.  1797* 

Mr.  Oc  le  moved?  that  the  call  of  the  Houfe  which 
flood  for  this  day,  be  poftponed  to  Thursday  fe’n- 
night. 

Mr.  Tig  he  fjggefted  the  propriety  of  adjourning  to 
the  iff  of  May,  in  order  to  fuit  the  convenience  of 
gentlemen  who  might  be  occupied  at  the  affizes. 

Mr.  Grattan  expreffei  his  expectation  that  the 
Learned  Doelor  who  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to 
make  a motion  relative  to  the  proportions  in  the  Engliffr 
Parliament  offered  by  Lord  Moira  and  Mr.  Fox,  w*ould 
mention  in  due  time  the  day  on  which  he  meant  theat^ 
tack — it  being  his  [Mr.  Grattan’s]  fixed  opinion,  that  the 
propofitions  offered  by  thofe  illuftrious  perfons,  were  not 
only  ftridlly  conflitutional  and  confiftent  with  the  molt 
extenlive  idea  of  Iriffi  independency,  but  abfolutely  ne- 
ceifary  for  the  fafety  of  the  empire,  and  the  continuation 
of  the  connexion.  He  added,  that  the  fpeeches,  as  fet 
forth  in  fome  of  the  public  prints,  and  attributed  to 
thofe  diftinguifhed  characters,  were  perfcdlly  warranted 
by  the  fadls,  and  in  every  point  of  view  juft  and  ieafona- 
blt — as  fuch  he  was  ready  to  defend  them  ; he  took  this 
opportunity  to  make  this  declaration,  becaufe  he  had  not 
been  in  the  Houfe  when  the  Learned  D06I or  fii ft  intro- 
duced thefubje&« 

Z z Mr. 
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Mr.  Du  i gen  AN  replied  that  he  fhould  1 ring  for- 
ward his  motion  as  foon  as  a full  houfe  could  be  ob- 
tained. 

The  call  of  the  houfe  was  then  adjourned  to  Thurf- 
day  fe’nnight. 

Mr.  Pelham  prefented  the  following  meffage  from 
his  Excellency.  ^ 

« CAMDEN , 

• , 
cc  GENTLEMEN, 

*c  In  purfuance  of  the  refolution  entered  into- by  the 
^ Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  iftof  March,  1797,  for 
te  railing  towards  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty  the 
cc  fum  of  3,395,697b  upon  the  terms  therein  mentioned, 
€C  I have  given  fuch  directions  as  appeared  to  me  moll 
c<  proper  to  carry  the  fame  into  execution,  and  I am 
sc  forry  to  inform  you  that  it  is  found  after  the  molt 
<c  diligent  endeavours  exerted  for  the  purpofe,  that  the 
iC  fum  intended  to  be  raifed  by  the  faid  relolution  cannot 
<c  be  obtained  according  to  the  terms  thereof.  I there- 
<c  fore  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  that  this  houfe  fhould 
cc  be  made  acquainted  therewith,  not  doubting  that  the 
€C  Commons  of  Ireland,  attentive  to  the  honour  of  his 
£C  Majeliy’s  Government  ^nd  to  the  fafety  of  the  king- 
<c  dom,  will  take  fuch  mcafures  as  fhall  be  moft  prudent 
<e  to  carry  the  intention  of  that  falutary  refolution  into 
iC  effe6K 

« C.” 

The  meffaee  w as  entered  on  .the  Journals,  and  the 
Iroufe  ordered  to  refolve  into  a committee  of  fupply  on 
to-morrow. 

The  commiitce  o~>  the  coal  bill  wasdeferred  to  that  day 
fortnight,  as  was  alfo  the  fugitive  debtors  bill  to  this  day 
fe’nnight. 


Revenue 
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Revenue  bill  read  a fecond  time  ; committed  for  Thurs- 
day next. 

The  confideration  of  his  Excellency's  meffage  cn  the 
Bank  buhnefs  poftponed  toThurfday. 

Mr.  O’Ha  r a prefented  a bill  for  the  erection  of  cha- 
pels of  cafe  rn  parifhes  of  large  extent-— read  a firft  time, 
to  be  read  again  to-morrow. 

The  coffee  bill  was  prefented  by  Mr.  M.  Be  res  ford, 
and  read  a fir  ft:  time — alfo  a bill  to  regulate  the  export 
and  import  of  certain  articles. 

\ , . \ 


Wednesday,  April  12. 


FOUNDLING  HOSPITAL. 

Sif  J.  Bl A 1 e re  called  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
to  a fubje6t  which  he  feared  would  excite  in  the  houfe  as 
much  horror  in  hearing,  as  he  felt  in  the  recital— it  was 
one  on  which  lie  had  once  before  troubled  th°  houk,  and 
on  which  there  was  now  a report  upon  their  journals, 
namely,  the  abufes  which  prevailed  in  ti  e Foundling 
Hofpital.  Some  years  back  he  had  been  impelled  b/  mo- 
tives of  humanity  to  bring  the  fubje6t  before  Parliament 
—a  committee  had  been  appointed  to  enquire  in  to  the 
ftate  of  that  institution?  and  fuch  fa£ts  had  come  out, 
as  aflonifhed  and  appalled  every  man  who  had  heard 
them.  It  appeared  on  that  enquiry,  that  of  22>eoo 
children  annually  received  into  the  hofpital,  19,000 
disappeared  without  being  accounted  for.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  and  other  la£is  equally  fhccking  having 
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been  fully  proved  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  committee,  a 
bill  had  been  brought  in  which  unfortunately  was  loft  by 
fome  unaccountable  apathy  in  gentlemen  who  could  not 
be  brought  to  give  the  bill  fupport.  Unfuccefstul  in  that 
attempt,  he  had  from  that  time  to  the  prefent,  filently 
lamented  the  diforders  which  prevailed  in  that  inftitution, 
in  hope  that  fome  gentleman  of  more  weight  would 
undertake  the  reform  of  them.  Some  days  ago,  how- 
ever, he  had  been  folicited  to  engage  again  in  behalf 
of  the  interefts  of  humanity,  and  on  a more  minute 
enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  inftitution,  he  not  only- 
found  that  there  continued  the  fame  dreadful  mortality 
among  the  children  who  were  received  into  the  hofpital, 
and  difpofed  of  to  nurfes  in  the  country,  but  that  there 
exifted  an  equal  mortality  among  thofe  who  were  retained 
within  the  hofpital.  Here  Sir  John  read  fome  extradls 
which  he  had  made  from  the  books  of  the  hofpital,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  of  540  received  into  the  Loufe 
from  Chriftmas  to  the  25th  of  March  laft,  473  were 
murdered  by  negligence,  or  are  dead  ; and  as  a proof 
of  the  inattention  of  thofe  who  fuperintend  the  in- 
ftitution, he  mentioned  that  in  the  returns  of  the  deaths 
made  by  the  officer,  only  three  appeared  to  have  died 
wi  hin  that  period— it  was  only  on  a fcrutiny  of  the 
books  that  the  real  number  was  afcertained.  On  further 
enquiries  into  the  domeftic  management  of  the  children, 
he  faid  he  had  found  the  moft  culpable  and  fhocking  ne- 
gledl,  and  that,  in  one  inftance,  he  had  found  14  chil- 
dren flowed  into  an  upper  room — -for  the  purpofe  cf 
dying  / 

After  dwelling  pathetically  on  thefe  and  fome  other 
circumftances  of  the  fame  nature,  he  faid  he  hoped 
the  humanity  of  the  houfe  would  be  roufed  to  exert 
itfelf  to  remedy  fuch  fhameful  and  fhocking  enormi- 
ties ; lie  was  ready  to  affift  with  all  his  powers  any  gentle- 
man who  would  make  a beginning  in  this  bulinefs,  in 
which  he  had  once  before  been  fo  unfucccfsful. 

Commlffioner  Annefley,  Commiffioner  Beresford,.  and 
Mr.  Pelham  agreed  in  expr effing  the  ftrongeft  fentiments 
ef  horror  a:  the  ftatements  which  the  Right  Hcfm  Bart. 
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had  made,  called  on  him  to  move  inftantly  for  an  enquiry, 
And  promifed  him  their  utmoft  afliftancc. 

Sir  J.  Bla^uiere  then  moved  that  (C  a committee 
be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  date  and  management  oi 
the  Foundling-hofpital.” 

The  committee  was  appointed,  and  are  to  fit  notwith- 
landing  any  adjournment  of  the  houfe. 

The  Committee  of  Supply  fat, 

Chan,  of  Ex.  moved,  that  as  part  of  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  400,0001.  be  raifed  by  Loan  De- 
bentures, and  that  each  perfon  making  a depolit  of  63I. 
be  entitled  to  receive  a debenture  for  100I.  to  carry  5I. 
per  cent,  per  ann.  intereff  Thefe  terms,  bad  as, they 
were  fpr  Government,  were  made  neceffary,  he  faid, 
by  the  lituation  of  the  two  countries : the  other  terms 
which  had  been  offered,  the  monied  men  had  not  though; 
proper  to  accept,  and  even  the  open  loan,  which  he  had 
agreed  to  propofe  at  the  inftance  of  gentlemen  who  had 
appeared  eager  to  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  coun- 
try, had  produced  only  23,0001.  He  had  declined  com- 
ing forward  with  proposals  for  a loan  of  this  kind  as  long 
as  the  fituation  of  the  country  would  permit  him.  Or 
there  was  any  hope  that  the  neceffary  fupply  could 
be  raifed  by  other  means ; but  the  country  muff  be  de- 
fended, and  having  done  the  beft  he  could,  he  now  found 
it  neceffary  to  accommodate  himfelf  to  the  circumftances 
of  the  times,  however  difagrceable  to  his  own  feed- 
ings, 

Mr.  Vandeleur  thought  it  ufelefe  now  to  obje6l  to 
the  terms  propofed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Bart.— -though  he 
thought  they  were  the  mofl  deftru&ive  on  which  money 
could  be  raifed— -but  he  could  not  help  bringing  tp  the 
Right  Hon.  Bart.’s  recolleiffion  the  argument  with  which 
fie  had  oppofed  the  tax  which  he  had  the  honour  of  pro- 
posing on  a body  of  men  who  contributed  to  the  fupport 
of  the  country  in  no  one  way  whatever-— the  Right  Hon. 
Bart,  h^d  faid  on  that  Qccafion  that  the  abfentces  wen; 

ready, 
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r$>fldy,  if  called  on,  to  make  voluntarily  the  tr-ofl  liberal 
exertions  for  the  country;  the  Right  Hon.  Bart,  in  the 
failure  of  his  loan,  to  which  not  a man  of  that  body  had 
contributed  aiingle  fhilling,  now  found  the  fallacy  of  his 
argument— he  hoped,  therefore,  that  he  fhould  hear  no 
more  of  the  readinefs  of  thofe  men  to  alTifl  in  the  defence 
of  the  country !— he  could  not  help,  alio,  imputing 
negligence  to  the  Right  Hon.  Bart,  in  not  having  re- 
folded at  a more  early  period,  when  there  feemed  to  be 
aforwardnefs  to  lend  to  Government  for  the  fupportot 
the  war,  to  the  monied  intereft  of  England,  to  fecure  a 
fufficient  futn  tor  the  public  fervice  ; had  the  Right  Hon. 
Bart,  as  an  active  and  faithful  fervant  of  the  public, 
availed  himfelf  of  that  promptitude  in  the  monied  men 
of  England,  he  would  not  have  been  under  the  deftruc- 
tive  necelfity  of  railing  money  as  now,  on  a fictitious 
capital. 

Chan,  of  Ex.  faid  he  would  not  attempt  to  contro- 
vert by  argument  what  he  knew  to  be  fact  ; he  freely 
confefled,  that  the  mode  in  which  he  was  now  to  borrow 
was  the  mod  djfadvantageous  poflible — but  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  Houfe  knew  as  well  as  he  did,  that 
from  the  combined  operation  of  the  invaflon  and  of  the 
recent  ftoppage  of  the  banks  in  both  countries,  money 
could  no.  b had  on  better  terms.  With  refpeCf  to 
the  charge  of  negligence  which  the  Hoc.  Gentleman 
had  made  on  him  lor  not  having  at  a more  early  period 
availed  himfelf  of  tfm  opportunity  of  borrowing  in  Engr 
land  it  was  anfwered  by  thefael,  that  of  the  500,000]. 
v/hic  he  had  intended  to  borrow,  pnly  300,0001.  had 
been  completed,'  when  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor of  the  Bank  of  England  obje^  ed  to  the  tranf- 
miflion  of  any  more  fpecL  to  this  country — they  com- 
plained that  the  loans  to  Ireland  diminifhed  the  quan- 
tity of  gold  in  the  Lon  'on  market,  and  declared,  that 
they  n uft  take  care  of  their  ovn  intereft  in  that  Tefpe<*d> 
in  preference  to  the  inter  ft  of  Ir  land.  Such  being  the 
fentiment  of  the  Bank  of  England,  it  became  impracti- 
cable lor  him  ; from  the  clofe  connexion  of  intereft 
and  opinions  between  the  bank  and  the  monied  intereft  of 
England,  to  complete  the  loan;  the  fubfequent  events 
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xefpe&ing  the  ftoppage  of  fpecic  from  the  Bank  had 
fhewn  that  the.  fears  which  they  had  entertained  of  a 
drain  of  gold  had  not  been  unfounded.  Shut  out  thtm 
from  the  Englifh  market?  he  was  fhut  out  from  every 
market  where  money  could  be  had  on  the  ufual  terms* 
and  as  the  fcaie  of  expence  of  the  Government  of  Ireland 
was  fo  much  greater  than  the  ability  of  the  country  could 
furnifh  on  the  extraordinary  terrns^  there  remained  for 
him  no  other  means  of  procuring  the  neceilhry  fupply 
b,ut  that  to  which  he  now  reiorted. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  faid?  he  now'  felt  as  an  Irifhman 
and  an  Irifh  Representative?  that  the  in  ter  efts  of  his 
tountry,  as  conftitu-ting  a member  of  the  Britifh  Empire? 
were  betrayed  by  the  Britifh  Minifter  of  the  King  of  Ire- 
land,” inafmuch  as  he  had  prevented,  inftead  of  procur- 
ing for  this  country?  the  means  of  oppofing  that  enemy 
to  whofe  attacks  Ireland  would  not  now  be  expofed  bu> 
for  the  benefit  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  was  called  to  order  by  Col.  Blaquicre* 
jfor  ufmg  fuch  languagein  fpeaking  of  the  Britifti  Minifter. 
Mr.  Vandeleur  however  repeated  his  words,  and  made 
fome  very  pointed  obfervations  on  the  condudf  of  the 
Britifh  Government?  which  after  leading  Ireland  into  a 
quarrel  by  which  her  commerce  was  ruined,  he,r  « 
wealth  exhaufted,  and  even  her  conftitution  injured? 
deferted  her  in  the  moment  of  need?  and  refufed  .to  a.ffift 
her  even  in  a paltry  loan. 

Mr.  Pelham  acknowledged  that  dm  Hon.  Gent.  wa£ 
not  di.foiderly  in  animadverting  on  the  condudf  of  the 
jBridfh  Minifter  fo  tar  as  related  to  the  affairs  of  this 
country— but  he  begged  leave  to  call  to  his  recolledfion^ 
that  his  Right  Hon.  Friend  had  not  ftated  that  the  Britifti 
Minifter  had  oppofed  the  completion  of  the  Irith  loan— 
it  was  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank 
of  England  who  had  tin  own  difficulties  in  the  way — - 
on  the  contrary,  he  could  venture  to  lay?  that  the  Bri- 
tifti  Minifter  had  been  very  differently  difpofed.  He 
vindicated  Sir  John  for  not  having  completed  the  ioap. 
earlier?  it  was  from  a laudable  motive  of  trying  every 
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means  to  procure  money  in  that  way  by  which  he  had  hi- 
therto obtained  fupplies  for  the  public  fervice,  inrtea'4 
of  reforting  to  that  mode  to  which  neceffit/  had  now 
driven  him.  That  mode,  bad  as  it  was,  was  now  the 
beft  which  circumftances  would  permit,  and  there  was 
reafon  to  hope,  from  the  recent  eftablifhnient  of  a fund 
for  keeping  dowm  the  national  debt,  that  it  would  not  be 
fo  deftrudtive  in  this  country  as  it  had  been  found  in 
Great  Britain. 

The  refolution  then  parted  the  committee,  and  is  to  be 
reported  to-morrow.  He  alfo  moved  that  the  rate  of 
interefl  on  the  open  loan  be  raifed  to  6 per  cent,— ~to  be 
extended  to  the  fums  already  fubferibed. — Agreed  to. 

MeiTage  from  the  Lords  writh  the  import  and  transfer 
bills,  the  parifh  eftate  bill,  and  a bill  palled  by  the  Lords 
for  the  relief  of  bankrupts. 

Read  and  agreed  to,  the  report  of  the  malt  bill— -read 
a fecond  time  the  cortee  bill,  and  the  export  and  import 
bill,  alfo  the  Mag. Urates’  bill,  and  the  parochial  chapel 
bills. 

In  committee  on  the  tobaccobill,  went  through  it— *» 
report  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.CoRRY  prefented  a petition  from  the  linen  bleach- 
ers of  the  North,  praying  that  it  may  be  made  felony  in 
the  party  having  any  fufpe£led  linen  without  being  able 
to  prove  how  he  came  by  it. — Referred  to  a committee, 

..  C - . . f ' . . • • • , « 

Mr.  Maxwell  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for 
the  further  regulation  of  the  ele£lion  of  members  tp  ferve 
in  Parliament. 

The  proper  officer  prefented  an  account  of  fait,  fugar, 
teas,  and  wines  imported  from  iR  Feb.  lart  to  the  25th 
March. 

Mr.  Vanoeleur  moved,  that  the  proper  officer 
lay  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  money  advanced  to 
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Government  by  the  Bank,  the  rates  of  intereft,  and 
times  of  repayment,  from  Lady-day  1794;  alfo  fub- 
feriptions  to  the  loan  opened  in  Maieh  laft. 

Adjourned- 


Thursday,  April  13,  1797* 

, « 1 ' , ; » / 


Meflage  from  the  Lords  with  the  Infolvent  bill  and 
the  Koufe  of  Induftry  bill. 

Read  a fecond  time,  and  committed  for  Thuyfday  next, 
the  Parochial  Chapel  bilk 

Mr.  Mafon  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Supply  which  fat  yefterday.— On  the  firft  refolution 
being  read. 

Sir  j.  M6Cartnky  faid,  that  on  the  terms  propofed 
by  this  refolution,  the  lender  will  have  an  intereft  of  7L 
18s.  9d.  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  the  fum  which  he  ad- 
vances to  Government;  but  belides  this,  when  the  Go- 
vernment fhall,  at  a future  day,  take  up  their  deben- 
tures, the  public  creditor  will  alfo  receive  a premium  of 
37I.  He  hoped  the  day  of  repayment  was  not  far  dif* 
tant,  perhaps  it  might  arrive  before  March  next,  if  fo, 
the  le  fs  which  the  public  would  fuftain  by  this  tranfac- 
tion,  was  enormous  ! He  would  not,  however,  have 
ventured  to  make  thefe  obfervations,  if  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  ftate  made  fo  melancholy  a tranfa&ion  ne- 
c eft  ary.  He  did  not  think  that  was  the  cafep  and  he 
hoped,  before  he  fat  down,  to  propofe  a plan,  which, 
if  adopted,  would  procure  an  adequate  fupply  for  the 
public  exigencies,  and  at  the  fame  time,  inftead  of  drain- 
ing the  money  of  the  country  from  its  commerce  and 
‘ ' #>  *' ' ‘ ’ manufactures. 
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uianufn£lures>  as  the  prefent  plan  would  infallibly  do, 
would  give  a new  fpiing  to  both.  By  the  fyflem  which 
he  meant  to  fubmit,  the  interefl  payable  would  be  not 
more  than  61.  is.  4d.  inflead  of  7I.  x8s.  9 1'.  with  the  ad- 
ditional advantage  of  having  no  premium  to  pay  on  tak- 
ing up  the  fecurities. 

He  obferved  alfo,  that  the  prefent  refolution  weat 
only  to  borrow  400,000!.  a fmatl  part  of  the  fnm  wanted^ 
namely,  3,950,0001.  and  probably  by  offering  to  the 
money-lender  fuch  terms  as  the  refolution  held  out,  it 
would  become  necefiary  to  offer  ftill  worfe  terms  to  raife 
the  remainder  of  the  flip  ply. — The  pla&  he  meant  to  pro- 
pofe  was,  that  the  fnm  of  3,950,0001.  fhould  be  raifed 
by  treafury  bills,  bearing  interefl  at  61.  is.  4d.  per  cent, 
per  ann.  or  4d.  per  cent,  per  day  ; that  treafury  bills  for 
50I.  for  25I.  for  20I.  for  iol.  for  5I.  and  even  for  guineas 
ihould  be  iffued,  bearing  interefl,  payable  daily,  at  the 
proportion  of  61.  is.  ^d.  and  that  thefe  bills  fhould  be 
snade  a legal  tender.  He  then  compared  the  advantages 
that  would  refult  from  the  adoption  of  this  plan,  with 
what  would  be  the  necelfary  lof$  occafioned  by  the  terms 
of  the  propofed  loan.  The  comparative  faving  in  point 
of  interefl  merely  was  70,0001.  and  the  fum  faved  in  ob- 
viating the  neceflity  of  a bonus  was  t ,295,000!. 

This  meafure,  he  co  life  fled,  was  a flrong  one,  but  he 
thought  it  was  not  more  flrong  than  the  prefent  circum- 
tlances  of  the  times  would  warrant ; it  was  alfo  in  fome 
degree  a novel  meafure,  but  the  meafure  adopted  by  the 
Britifh  Legiflature  of  making  bank  paper,  in  certain 
cafes,  a legal  tender,  was  not  lefs  novel.  He  obferved, 
that  to  make  thefe  bills  a legal  tender,  would  be  much 
lefs  objedlionable  and  oppreffive,  than  to  enforce  the  cir- 
culation of  bank  paper — for  thofe  would  bear  an  inter- 
efl, and  therefore  woul  1,  in  fome  meafure,  make  a pro- 
fitable circulating  medium,  which  bank  notes'  could 
not  do. 


Chan,  of  Ex.  conceived,  that  if  any  one  meafure 
could  be  more  injurious  than  another,  it  was  an  at- 
tempt to  Circuate  p?iper  by  force,  it  was  the  freedom 
which  individuals  enjoyed  of  accepting  or  reje&ing  pa- 
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be  impofed  on  the  public  by  force,  its  value  would  in- 
ftantly  link.  The  Houle  had  before  them  the  fate  of 
the  French  allignats,  to  deter  them  from  venturing  on 
fuch  a mcafurc,  nor  had  they,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
infinuated,  the  example  of  England  to  induce  them,  for 
Bank  Notes  were  not  yet  made  a legal  tender  in  England 
for  ajl  purpofes.  With  reTc6f  to  the  advantages  which 
were  promifed  from  the  meafure,  they  were  fallacious, 
if  any  Government  fhould  by  a mere  adf  of  power,  an- 
nex ,tp  paper  the  va  ue  of  gold,  they  might  in  that  way 
in  reafe  their  nominal  wealth  and  apparent  refources  to 
infi  ity,  and  if  Government  were  to  a6f  on  principles  of . 
power  inftead  of  right,  it  would  be  equally  juft  to  fay 
to  the  money  lender,  that  he  fhould  have  but  three  or 
one  per  cent,  for  his  money,  as  to  allow  him,  with  the 
hon.  Gent,  x per  cent.  But  the  men  who  had  money 
would  find  means  to  evade  the  operations  of  fuch  arbi- 
trary meafu  res  ; and  Government,  after  having  tried  this 
unjuft  way  of  relieving  their  difficulties,  would  find  them 
iucreafe  ; for  he  who  vcceiveJ,  in  the  firft  inftance,  pa- 
per for  gold  by  the  authority  of  the  ftate,  would  repay 
the  ftate  with  that  paper,  and  the  wealth  of  Govern- 
ment in  fuch  a cafe  w ould  be  merely  nominal. 

With  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Gent, 
on  the  pren  ium  of  37  per  cent,  w hich  the  creditor  wras 
to  receive  from  Government  when  the  loan  was  to  be 
repaid,  he  did  not  feem  to  recolle61  that  Government 
were,  by  the  late  aP,  enabled  to  purchafe  in  their  own 
fecurities  on  the  beft  terms. 

The  report  was  then  read,  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  confideration 
his  Excellency’s  meffage  on  the  Bank  affairs, 

Mr.  Pelham  obferved,  that  before  a bill  on  that  fub- 
je£l  could  be  introduced,  it  would  be  neceffary  for  the 
Houfe  to  vefolve  itfelf  into  a Committee,  and  come  to 
fome  refolution  on  w’hich  to  found  the  bill ; he  therefore 
moved,  that  the  Houfe  refoive  itfelf  into  that  Committee 
pn  Thurfday  next. — Ordered, 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Tobacco  bill  read 

and  agreed  to. 

Houfe  in  Committee  on  the  Coffee  bill>  went  through 
it.  Report  for  Saturday. 

In  Committee  on  the  Export  and  Import  bill,  went 
through  it,  and  ordered  the  report  for  Saturday. 

The  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  port  and  harbour 
of  Drogheda,  went  through  the  Committee,  and  on 
Saturday  will  be  reported.— Adjourned  tp  Saturday. 


Saturday,  April  15,  *797. 


After  fome  routine  bufinefs,  Mr.  Pelham  moved 
that  the  Houfe,  at  its  rifing,  adjourn  to  Thnrf^ay  next. 
Ordered. 

Sir  J.  Bl  a qu  1 p r e complained  to  the  Houfe,  that  the 
Committee  which  had  been  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
management  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  was  fo  thinly 
attended,  that  little  good  could  be  expected  from  their 
labours,  unlefs  Gentlemen  would  condefcend  to  attend  a 
little  better.  Some  progrefs  had  been  made  before  a 
Committee  of  only  three  Members,  of  whom  himfelf 
and  his  brother  (Colonel  Blaquiere)  conftituted  two 
and  among  the  fadts  which  had  already  come  out,  were 
fome  of  a nature  ftiil  more  fhocking  than  any  he  had 
fo  rmerly  itated  to  the  Houfe.  Of  them,  one  was,  that 
of  n5  children  admitted  into  the  Hofpital  fince  the  25th 
of  March  lafl,  only  three  were  now  living!  If  Gentle- 
men  did  not  think  thefe  facis  fufficiently  enormous  to  call 
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for  inquiry  and  rcdrefs,  he  hoped,  at  leaft,  that  they 
would  reieale  him  from  the  mortification  of  fitting  in 
the  chair  of  a Committee  without  Members,  and  after 
having  proinifed  fo  much  fupport,  and  given  fo  little, 
they  would  refcind  the  order  for  the  inquiry,  or  attend 
to  give  it  eifedf . 

Col.  Blapjiere  having  dwelt  with  much  force  cm 
the  enormity  of  the  abuies  prevailing  in  the  inftitution 
Rated,  that  a woman  who  had  been  executed  at  Cork, 
had  confelled  herfelf  the  murderer  of  ten  of  thefe  chil- 
dren, and  that  there  was  the  evidence  of  another  woman, 
that  the  children  died  in  fuch  numbers  from  want  of  food 
and  ncceflaries. 

He  was  followed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Bercsford, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Anneflcy,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Pelham,  who 
exprefled  their  coinciding  wifhes  on  the  fubjedt;  after 
■which.  Sir  J.  Blaquiere  moved  that  a Committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  he  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  manage- 
ment and  Rate  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  which  was  or- 
dered accordingly. 


Wednesday,  April  19,  1797” 

Mr.  Pelham  prefented  to  the  houfe  the  following 
meflage  from  his  Excellency  : 

* r 1 < 

< CAMDEN, 

f Upon  information  of  the  meetings  of  certain  perfons, 
.(tiling  thcmfelves  Untied  Iripmen,  for  the  purpofe  of  con- 
certing plans  for  the  fubverlion  of  the  ConRitution,  and 
of  the  eftablifhed  Government  of  this  kingdom,  two 

Committees 
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Committees  in  tile  town  of  Belfatt  have  been  arretted,  and- 
their  papers  feized  ; they  contain  matter  of  fo  much  im- 
portance to  the  public  weliare,  that  I have  dire&ed  them 
to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  I recom- 
mend it  to  them  to  take  the  feme  into  their  ferious  confi- 
deration.  I fhall,  in  the  mean  time,  purfue  thofe  rnea- 
fures  which  have  received  your  fan  el  ion  and  approbation 
with  unremitting  vigour,  and  employ  the  force  en fruited 
to  me  in  the  moil  efficient  manner  for  the  protection  of 
Ins  M a jetty’s'  faithful  fubje&s  again  tt  all  treasonable  de 
figns,  and  for  bringing  to  condign  punifhment  thofe  who 
are  endeavouring  to  overturn  the  Conflitution,  and  be- 
tray this  country  into  the  hands  of  her  enemies.’ 

Mr.  Pelh  am  obferved,  that  the  proper  way  for  the 
Houfe  to  take  thefe  papers  into  consideration,  would  be, 
in  his  opinion,  to  refer  them  to  a Committee^  who  fhould 
report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  Houfe  ; that  Com- 
mittee,- he  thought,  fhould  be  a Committee  of  Secrecy. 
The  papers  which  they  would  have  to  confider  were  of 
fuc^r  a nature,  that  it  was  probable  they  might  hereafter 
be  produced  in  a court  of  juttice,  for  the  conviction  of 
the  perfons  in  whofe  cuftody  they  had  been  found ; to 
publifh  their  contents  would,  therefore,  tend  to  de- 
teat the  ends  of  public  juttice.  Gentlemer*  mutt  be  aware 
aifo,  that  much  of  the  evidence  which  Government  had  on 
the  fubject  of  thefe  treafonable  afiociations,  was  oral  evi- 
dence, which  could  not  be  laid  with  propriety  before  the 
public;  and  even  where  Government  proceeded  on 
Written  documents  and  correfpondence  it  mutt  be  e i- 
dent  that  to  difclofe  that  correfpondence  would  create 
fuch  a diffidence  in  individuals,  as  would  prevent  com- 
munications. With  refpcCt  to  the-papers  now  before  the 
Houfe,  they  were  of  a treafonable  nature,  and  had  been 
feized  by  officers  acting  under  a legal  warrant.  They 
might  with  fafety  be  fubmitted  to  the  infpe.ction  of  a Se- 
cret Committee,  but  ought  not,  he  thought,  to  be  expofed 
to  the  public.  He  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  Houfe 
do  forthwith  take  his  Excellency’s  meffsge  yo to  confede- 
ration. 


This 
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This  motion  being  agreed  to,  he  moved  that  an  a‘  klrnh 
of  thanks  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  tor  his  m silage 
Agreed  to.  , 

He  then  moved  that  the  papers  laid  before  the  houfe 
be  referred  to  a fecret  committee,  to  report  their  opinion 
thereon  to  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Gra  ttan  was  againfi  a fecret  committee. — 

It  was  rcafonable  to  fuppofe,  from  the  nature  of  this 

communication  irom  his  Excellency,  that  the  lives  and 

properties  of  the  fubjedl  were  to  be  fubjedled  to  new  rriea- 

fures  of  coercion ; it  was  therefore  highly  unjuft,  that 

the  committee  who  were  to  fuggeft  thofe  meafures  fhould 

be  fecret  ; for  himfelf,  lie  would  never  agree  to  commit 

the  people  of  Ireland  to  the  mercy  of  a fecret  committee. 

In  the  formation  of  thefe  fecret  committees  in  England. 

the  minifter  was  believed  to  have  conliderable  influence  ; 

no  man  could  think  that  the  influence  of  the  miniffer  in 

* 

this  country  would  be  lefs  (hong,  or  lefs  induftrioufty 
exerted  ; to  commit  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland,  therefore,  to  a fecret  committee  was  in 
effe6I,  to  put  their  lives  and  fortunes  into  the  hand  of 
the  minifter,  and  this  too  at  a time  when  the  mifeonduet 
of  the  minifter  in  both  countries  was  the  fubjcdl  of  very 
general  complaint,  and  when  both  countries,  almoft  una- 
nimoufly,  demanded  their  difmifTal.  Ele  was  the  moie 
inclined  to  refill  this  application  of  minifters  for  a fecre- 
committee,  of  which  their  malignity  againft  the  people 
might  make  a convenient  inftrument,  becaufe  he  entirely 
diiapproved  of  their  pall  conduel,  and  detefted  that  fyi- 
tem  by  which  they  had  mifgoverned  the  country,  becaufe 
he  faw  that  all  their  meafures,  whether  parliamentary 
or  military,  tended  equally  to  inereafe  the  calamities  of 
the  people  ; and  becaufe  he  faw  that  each  fuccefiive  mea- 
fure  they  had  tried,  was  more  urjufl  and  uncoxutitu konal 
than  the  former. 

He  oppofed  this  meafure  for  another  reafon,  though 
certainly  lefs  flrong  than  the  former,  becaufe,  like  their 
other  meafures,  it  would  weaken  the  government  inllead 
of  increaftng  ftrength,  and  would  aggravate  the  mif- 
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chiefs  of  that  fyftem  by  which  they  had  already  brought 
the  monarchy  into  difrepute*  and  loofened  the  connec- 
tion of  the  two  countries.  Much  he  knew  would  be 
faid  about  political  expedience  and  the  neceflity  of  the 
* times.  Speculation  might  devife  innumerable  reafons 
for  this  or  any  meafure,  but  no  honeft  man  would 
give  up  the  lives  and  property  of  the  people,  on  an  ar- 
gument of  fpeculation.  Adminiflration  had  been  fuffici- 
ently  indulged  in  (peculations  of  this  kind,  and  the 
refult  was,  that  every  conftitutional  right  of  the  peo 
pie  had  been  grofsly  violated,  and  the  difeontents  of 
the  country  aggravated  to  an  alarming  degree.  On 
the  whole,  difapproving  as  he  did  of  the  fyflem  which 
had  been  purfued  by  adminifbation  in  this  country  for 
fome  years  back,  and  believing  that  it  would  be  both 
unjuft  in  itfelf  and  likely  to  be  moft  dangerous  in  its 
confequences,  to  entruft  a fecret  committee  with  fuch 
powers  as  it  was  now  fought  to  give  it,  he  would  oppofe 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Egan  was  fo  far  from  being  convinced  by  the 
reafons  of  the  laft  fpeaker  that  the  committee  ought  not 
to  be  fecret,  that  he  was  of  opinion,  a fecret  committee 
alone  ought  to  be  inftituted.  Nothing,  he  thought, 
would  pafs  in  the  committee  which  could  affe6l  the  lives 
of  any  perfons,  as  they  were  only  to  report  to  the  houfe 
their  opinion  on  the  papers  referred  to  their  consideration, 
in  order  to  direct  the  houfe  in  taking  fuch  meafures  as 
would  be  molt  likely  to  fecure  the  conftitution  againft  the 
traitors  who  were  combined  for  its  deftru6lion.  But  if 
any  thing  affe&ing  life  fhould  be  difclofed  in  the  commit- 
tee, that  was  the  ftrongeft  reafon  for  making  it  fecret,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  minds  of  future  juries  from  being 
prejudiced  by  what  might  there  tranfpire. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  faid,  if  the  committee  were  to 
be  fecret,  at  lead  care  fhould  be  taken  to  have  it  com- 
pofed  of  the  moft  cool  and  impartial  men  in  the 
houfe,  and  to  ' extend  their  inquiries  to  the  general 
ftate  of  the  country.  Adminiflration  had  now  adopt- 
ed one  {hong  meafure  after  another,  until  at  laft  they 
were  obliged  to  refort  to  martial  law:  it  was  therefore 
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high  tifrfe  to  enquire  what  was  the  real  (late  of  the  coun- 
try, and  what  were  the  confequenccs  of  that  general  dif- 
alleelion,  whether  real  or  preten  led,  which  had  brought 
things  to  a cribs  fo  dangerous.  He  was  therefore  for  re  ■ 
ferring  to  the  committee,  not  merely  thd  papers  now 
laid  belore  the  houfe,  but  whatever  documents  might 
enable  them  to  report  to  the  houle  an  opinion-  on  the 
ftate  of  the  country  in  general. 

The  Attorney  Cenf.raj,  fa-d,  the  qikftion  now 
before  the  houfe  was  (imply,  whether  a committee  lhall 
be  appointed  to  examine  into  certain  treafonable  paper.; 
laid  before  the  houfe  by  the  minifter,  and  whether  that 
committee  lhall  be  fecret?  A right  hon.  member  had 
laid,  that  in  found  jnftice  t lie  committee  ihould  not  be 
fecret,  and  that  the  lives  and  liberty  of  the  fubjedl  fhould 
not  be  given  up  on  fpeculation  ; it  was  remarkable  that: 
the  argument  of  the  right  lion.  gent,  himlelf  relied  on 
fpeculation,  for  he  fuppofed  that  fomething  would  be 
done  in  that  committee  to  affedl  the  lives  and  liberty  o: 
the  fubjecl.  Did  the  right  hon.  gent,  mean  to  infinuate 
that  the  crown  could  carry  by  its  influence  any  penal  law 
again!!  the  fubjecl  ? and  if  fo,  did  he  not  believe  that  the 
crown  would  be  able  to  carry  thole  laws  as  well  in  an 
open  as  in  a fecret  committee  ? He  called  on  gentlemen 
to  lay  afkie  their  prejudices  ; this  was  not  a queftion  of 
party  for  the  prefervation  or  the  acquisition  of  power — » 
it  was  a queflion  of  exiftence.  The  houfe  was  called  on 
to  inquire  into  a treafon  againft  the  conflitution. — W as  a 
committee  appointed  for  luch  a purpofe  to  be  open  ? If 
it  were,  it  would  fruflrate  the  end  at  which  government 
aimed,  the  prevention  of  the  mifehief.  Thefe  papers 
were  feized  in  two  committees  of  United  Irifhmen  in  Bel- 
fall ; it  was  not  the  report  of  the  commiitee  which  would 
bring  thofe  perfons  and  the  others  who  formed  that  dar- 
ing confpiracy  to  a proper  fen.fe  of  their  duty  ; it  was 
only  by  making  a falutary  example  of  offenders,  and 
flie wing  that  public  juftice  was  too  ftrong  lor  them. 
Another  gentleman  had  defired  that  the  inquiry  off  the  ' 
committee  fhould  be  general ; but  what  connexion  could 
the  hUn.  grtnt.  difeover  between  a general  inquiry  into 
the  ft  ate  of  the  country,  and  an  examination  pi  treason- 
able 
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able  papers?  ft  there  was  reafon  for.going  into-  fucft  an 
inquiry  as  the  hon.  gent,  wifhed,  in  God’s  name  let  it  be 
a diftincl  bufinefs,  and  let  not  an  examination  into  a 
treafonable  confpiracy  be  combined  with  an  inquiry  into- 
the  ftate  of  the  nation. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried.  The  committee  was 
then  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pelham,  to  coniift 
Of  fifteen,  and  to  be  appointed  by  ballot,  on  Monday, 
each  member  to  prepare,  on  that  day,  a lift  of  fuch  fif- 
teen names  as  he  would  have  the  committee  to  coniift  of. 
The  committee  to  be  formed  of  thofe  fifteen  names  which 
fhould'  have  a majority  of  ballots, 

i 

i 




Thursday,  4PRIL  20*  1797 

The  call  of  the  Houfe,  which  was  fixed  for  this  day,? 
was  put  off  on  account  ot  the  aflizes,  till  Monday  fe’n- 
night,  on  the  motion  of  Dr,  Duigenan,  who  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  on  that  day  certainly  bring  forward 
his  motion  relative  to  the  defperate  attack  made  on  the 
independence  of  the  Houfe,  by  a faction  in  the  Britifh 

Parliament,  asftated  in  the  public  prints, 

« 

Mr.  Pelham  delivered  a meffage  from  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  informing  the  Houfe,  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  add reiS,>  piaying  that  his  Majefty 
might  be  pleafed  to  bellow  fomelignal  mark  of  his  royal 
favour  on  the  widow  and  family  of  the  late  Div  Hamil- 
ton^ &c.  his  Majefty  has  been  graciouHy  pleafed  to  grant 
a penfion  of  700I.  per  annum  to  the  widow  for  life,  and 
to  be  continued  anil  equally  divided  amongft  his  children 
after  the  clsa-th  of  Mrs.  Hamilton.  - * 

In 
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In  committee  on  the  mefTage  of  his  Excellency  relative 
to  the  Bank3 

Mr.  Pelham  faid,  he  thought  it  not  neceffary  for 
him  to  fay  much  on  a fubje6f  which  the  IIoulc  was  fo 
thoroughly  in  poftefTion  of  as  that  of  the  bank.  The 
leftri&ion  which  they  were  under  from  ifiuing  cafh  had 
been  made  neceffary?  not  by  deficiency  in  their  own  cir- 
cumflanccs>  but  merely  to  prevent  the  drain  of  cafh  from 
this  country  after  the.iiTue  of  fpeciefrom  the  bank  of  Eng  - 
land had  been  flopped.  He  thought  the  dep  which  the 
Houle  fhould  now  take,  was  to  come  to  a refoiutionto 
juftify  the  bluing  of  the  order  under  which  the  payment  of 
fpeciq  from  the  bank  had  been  fulpended,  if  they  believed 
that  the  meafure  was  a right  one ; and  in  the  next  place 
to  give  their  fahflion  to  the  continuance  of  the  order  as 
long  as  it  might.be  made  necellary  by  the  doppage  of  fpe~ 
cie  from  the  bank  of  England--* perhaps  it  might  be  right 
to  continue  it  in  this  country  for  fome  time  longer  than  it 
might  be  continued  in  England?  for  inflance?  two  or 
three  months,  in  order  to  afford  time  for  importing  gold 
to  anfwer  the  demand.  He  concluded  by  moving  a refo- 
lution,  ce  That  it  is  the  opinion  ot  this  Houfe,  that  it  is 
becefiary  to  confirm  and  continue  the  meafures  taken  by 
the  bank  of  Ireland?  in  confequence  of  an  order  of  the 
Privy  Council,  of  the  2 d of  March  lafld’ 

, Mr.  V a n dele  u r expreffed  his  furprife  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  fhould  call  upon  the  Idoufe  to 
agree  to  fuch  a refolution,  without  dating  a fiiigle  argu- 
ment to  fhew  itsjuftice  or  expediency.  He  faid  it  was 
generally  known  that  adminidration  had  plundered  the 
bank  to  fuch  an  amount  within  the  lad  twelve  months, 
as  obliged  them  to  limit  their  difeounts  to  a degree  that 
rendered  them  unable  to  aflid  the  merchant?  or  to  anfwer 
in  any  way  the  end  of  their  inftitution.  -After  having  in 
the  fiift  indance  drawn  from  the  bank  a fum  of  nearly 
600, cool,  and  in  the  fecond  forced  them  to  the  illegal 
meafure  of  refilling  payment?  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman now  came  forward?  and  dciired  the  Houfe  to 
fan  cl  ion  thefe  meafures,  without  even  going  into  any 
enquiry  to  a leer  tain  whether  they  were  proper  or  ne.ee!- 
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far yr.  With  refpecl  to  the  floppages  of  payment  in  If 
die,  he  thought  the  firfi  effe£l  of  it  would  be,  that  the 
gold  of  the  country  would  be  fhut  up,  and  if  that  were 
the  cafe,  it  appeared  to  him  that  Government  ought  in- 
common  juflice  to  make  bank  paper  a legal  tender  in 
commerce,  after  having  forced  it  on  the  public.  It  was 
high  time,  he  faid,  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  country  to 
take  its  affairs  into  their  own  hands  ; if  they  continue  to 
fubmit  their  fenfes  and  underflanding  to  the  right  honour- 
able Secretary,  the  country  would  be  ruined,  and  the 
•light  honourable  gentleman  might  then  go  on  board  the 
packet,  and  retire  in  fafety  to  his  native  country.  He 
knew  not 'why  it  was  that  the  Houle  was  fo  benumbed, 
lb  terror*  ftricken  as  not  to  ail  for  themfelves,  when  they 
law  the  country  in  fuch  a-  date  of  fuffering.  and  diflurb*' 
ance,  and  when  the  belt  province  of  it  was  fmarting  un- 
der military  execution.  It  was  not  certainly  under  fuch 
circumflances  that  they  fhould  implicitly  agree  with  a 
deputy  of  the  Britifh  Minifler,  who*  after  having  firfi 
plundered  the  bank,  comes  forward  now  with  a iimple 
refoiutiori  to  juftify  him  and  them,  unfupported  by  any 
argument  and  without  any  enquiry. 

Ch  a n.  of  En  c he^uer  contended,  that  the  queflioa 
now  before  the  Houfe  was,-  whether  or  not  it  was  expe- 
dient to  continue  the  fufpenfion  of  payments  in  fpecie  in- 
this  country,  as  long  as  the  bank  of  England  difeontinued 
to  pay  in  gold.-  Hie  credit  of  the  bank,  he  faid,  was 
not  injured  ; it  was  not  at  their  delire  that  the  iffue  of 
gold  had  been  fufpended,  and  therefore  he  thought  it  was 
perfectly  unnecellary  to  inflitutO'  an  enquiry  into  its  cir- 
cumflances. W ith  refpe6l  to  what  had  been  faid  of  the 
plunder  of  the  bank  by  Government,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive that  the  bank  was  plundered  by  Borrowing  from 
them  on  the  fame  fecurity  in  which  other  perfons  lent 
their  property  ; and  he  could  anfwer  for  it  that  Govern- 
ment had  not  received  a guinea  from  them  that  they  were 
not  perfectly  willing  to  lend.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  thought  proper  to  fay,  they  had  limited  their 
difeounts.  He  heard  the  bank  yet  difeounted  very  libe- 
rally ; and  the  few  bankruptcies  which  ha-vc  happened 
for  home  time  back  in  this  city,  was  the  beft  proof  that 

trade 
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trade  had  not  fuffered  by  the*  late  meafurcs.  He  was 
convinced  that  there  was  abundance  of  gold  in  the  coun- 
try, three  millions  having  been  imported  in  the.courfeof 
the  lad  three  years,  and  that  the  only  confequence  of  the 
preventing  payment  in  fpecie  would  be  the  keeping  of 
that  gold  in  the  country.  With  refpedl  to  the  other  to- 
pics, which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  introduced — 
the, date  of  the  North,  and  the  want  of  energy  in  the 
country  gentlemen,  he  could  not  fee  how  they  were  con- 
nected with  the  queflion  belore  the  Houfe  ; and  therefore 
he  concluded  by  fupporting  the  refolution. 

The  queflion  on  the  refolution  was  then  put  and  car- 
ried. , 

Mr.  Pelham  moved,  that  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  Excellency,  to  acquaint  him  that  the  Houfe  2>ad  agreed 
to  fuch  a refolution.  Ordered. 

He  alfo  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  agreeable  t Q 
the  refolution.  Leave  granted. 


Friday,  April  21,  1797. 

{ 

Mr.  Van  deleu r moved  that  the  proper  officer  lay 
before  the  Houfe  an  account  qF  the  abftradl  of  the  corref- 
pondence  between  the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury  and 
the  governors  and  company  of  the  bank  of  Ireland,  rela- 
tive to  loans,  together  with  an  account  of  the  fums  ad- 
vanced by  the  bank  to  Government  on  treafury  5ill$ 
lince  Lady-  day  1795. 

V (/ 

Chan,  of  Exchequer  declared  his  willingnefs  to 
give  the  hon.  gentleman  every  information  on  that  fubr 
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je& — he  laid  that  being  more  fully  pofiePeci.of  the  lubjedt 
than  any  officer  could  be,  he  would  promife  to  give  the 
honourable  gentleman,  when  he  could' make  up  his  mind 
3s  to  the  dates  of  the  refpeedive  tran  factions,  the  mtft 
perfect  account,  on  the  lubjecU  if  that  would  fufnee. 

i . . *,  ' s v .*  * 

Mr.  V and  e leu  r perfevered  in  his  motion,  which 
was  carried  without  oppofition.  ■■ 

• \ f ' * K * ’ C 

Houfe  in  committee  on  the  public  road  bill > went 
through  it,  and  ordered  report  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Egan  moved  that  the  amendments  of  the  Lords 
in  the  infoivent  bill  be  now  taken  into-conliderritiCn. 

The  amendments  being  accordingly  read  by  the  clerk 
at  the  table,  • u;  ' 1. 

Mr.  Egan  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  amendments  be  poflponed  to  the  firff  day  of  Septem- 
ber next  He  obferved  that  as  the  bill  went  to  ralfe  by 
prefentments  fuch  fum  as  might  be  neceffary  to  defray  the 
fees  of  infolvents  difeharged ■ under  the  acl  in  the  refpec- 
tive  counties,  it  was  fo  far  a money  bill,  and  therefore  the 
Peers  by  interfering  in  that  inftance  had  made  it  neceffary 
to  reject  it.  - if  ' 

The  amendments  were  accordingly  poffponed  to  the  iff 
Sept.  next. 

Mr.  Egan  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  ‘n  a bill—? 
(C  for  the  relief  of  perfons  confined  for  debt*  being  infoff 
vent.”  “ 

After  a few  obfervations  from  Cob  Blaquiere,  leave 
was  piven. 

o 

Mr.  Egan  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill— 
« for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  infoivent  debtors  de-* 
tained  in  confinement/* 

•Sir 


Sir  \V.  Gleabowe  moved  that  the  petition  of  dtf 
✓royal  canal  company,  praying  aid  of  Parliament,  fhould. 
be  referred  to  a feleet  committee. 

Col.  Bla^uie  re  faid,  he  could  not  think  of  agreeing 
to  this  refolutio.n,  while  the  charadler  of  individuals  ot 
that  company  lay  under  fiich  charges  as  had  been  laid  on 
them  by  an  honourable  knight  (Sir  J.  IMJacartney),  ot 
having  attempted  to  deceive  the  Houfe  by  falfe  ftate- 
ments,  & c.  For  liis  part  had  he  been  a member  of  that 
body,  lie  would  have  brought  an  a61ion  againft  the  hon. 
member  for  this  vilification  of  their  character.  [He  was 
here  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker,  who  faid,  that  to 
talk  of  actions  againft  a member  of  that  Houfe  for  what 
he  faid  in  debate,  was  language  unfit  for  the  Houfe  of 
Commons].  Col.  B.  having  again  faid,  that  charges  had 
been  made  on  the  company,  which  if  true  would  induce 
him  to  oppofe  the  motionr — he  was  again  called  to  order 
by  the  Speaker,  who  faid,  that  nothing  of  that  kind  had 
now  pa  Bed— the  fimple  queftion  was,  c whether  the  pe- 
tition fhould  be  referred  to  a committee  ?’  The  queftion 
being  put,  was  carried,  for  referring  it  to  a felecl  com- 
mittee, which  was  appointed. 

Cha^i.  ,of  Ex.  ftated  fhortly,  that  the  governor  and 
.company  of  the  bank  of  Ireland  wilhed  to  be  empowered 
to  add  500,000!.  to  their  capital.  .He  faid  it  was  their 
intention  when  this  fum  was  fubferibed,  to  lend  it  to  Go- 
vernment at  5 per  cent,  intereft,  with  an  annuity  of  three 
and  an  half  per  cent,  for  nineteen  years,  the  capital  fum 
to  be  repaid  them  at  the  expiration  of  their  charter.— 
When  Government  fhould  have  received  this  loan,  it 
was  defigned,  he  faid,  to  repay  to  the  bank  the  fum 
" which  had  been  borrowed  from  it  on  debentures,  trea- 
sury bills,  See.  which  from  the  prefent  chrcumhances  of 
the  times  are  not  now  transferr able.  He  concluded  by 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  extend  the  provi- 
lions  of  an  a6t  of  the  21ft  and  2 2d  of  the  King  for 
eftablifhing  a bank  in  this  country,  under  the  name  of 
the  governor  and  company'  of  the  bank  of  Irejand, 
See. 
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Mr.  Vandeleur  would  not  oppofe  this  mcafure,  hut 
expreffed  his  fears,  that  by  giving  fuch  great  advantages 
to  men  in  laying  out  their  money  in  banking,  a very  con- 
liderable  injury  would  be  done  to  the  commercial  and 
mercantile  intereft  of  the  nation,  by  withdrawing  capital 
trom  manufadlures  and  commerce. 

Chan.  ofExciiEOURR  replied,  that  the  effecl  of  this 
meafure  would  be  to  return  to  chepurpofes  of  commerce, 
See.  the  fum  of  500,0001.  by  enabling  Government  to  re- 
pay that  fum  to  the/bank,  for  which  they  at  prefent  had 
only  treafury  bills  and  debentures,  which  they  could 
not  now  ciifpofe  of.  It  appeared  ftrange  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  was  equally  alarmed  when  Government  bor- 
rowed from  the  bank,  and  when,  they  endeavoured  to 
repay  them. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  was  about  to  reply,  but  was  prevented 
by  the  Speaker,  who  obferved,  there  v/as  no  queftion 
before  the  Houfe,  except  that  of  leave  to  bring  in  a bill. 
Leave  given. 

Houfe  in  committee  on  his  Excellency’s  meffage  of 

yefterday. 

Dr.  Browne  moved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  a fum  of  700I.  be  annually  paid  to  his’ 
Majefty*  out  of  the  confolidated  fund,  to  be  fettled  in 
the  mod  advantageous  manner  on  Sarah  Hamilton,  wi- 
dow of  the  late  Dr.  Hamilton,  during  her  life,  and  after 
her  death  on  the  children,  &c. 

Houfe  refumed— -report  read  and  agreed  to. 

Dr.  Du  1 gen  an  prefen  ted  a bill  for  regulating  party 
walls,  and  the  better  preventing  of  fire  in  the  city  of 
Dublin. 

Adjourned. 

Tuesday? 


/ 
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Tuesday,  April  2$,  179.7* 


Mr.  O’Hara  prefented  a bill  for  granting  an  annuity 
to  the  widow  and  family  of  the  late  unfortunate  Dr.  Ha- 
milton.— Read'  the  fir  ft  time,  and  ordered  for  the  fecond 
reading  to-morrow. 

Chan,  of  E*.  prefented  the  bill  for  enabling  the  Go- 
vernor and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  to  extend 
their'  capital. 

After  fome  converfation  between  Mr.  Vandeleur  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  bill  was  read  the 
firft  time,  and  ordered  for  the  fecond  reading  to-morrow. 

1 ■ * * x ' * ' 

The  malt  bill  was  read  a third  time. 

* C • 1 ^ 

Mr.  Maxwell  faid,  that  as  the  law  formerly  flood, 
maltfters  were  obliged  to  work  but  16  barrels  per  year 
for  every  100  fquarefeetof  their  working  or  drying  floors, 
which  they  found  that  they  were  frequently  unable  to 
do,  and  have  often  been  obliged  to  memorial  the  Com- 
miffioners  on  this  fubjedf,  praying  for  indulgence.  This 
bill  went  ftill  farther,  it  obliged  them  to  work  24  bar- 
rels for  every  100  feet;  this  he  conlidered  as  very  un- 
reafonable  and  oppreflive  to  the  maltfter,  and  therefore 
fhould  move  that  the  word  lixteen  be  fubftituted  in  the 
place  of  twenty-four. 

Mr.  Beresbord  oppofed  the  amendment,  and  ak 
ferted  that  feveral  maltfters  made  60  barrels  for  every  loo 
feet  of  drying  floor. 

'^he  amendment  was  negatived. 


Wednesday, 
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Wednesdays  May  3,  1797. 


The  ho  life  was  called  over  for. the  purpofe  of  reccav> 
mg  the  ballots  of  gentlemen  for  the  fecret ..committee. 
The  balloting  oyer,  the  following  members  were  ap- 
pointed tellers : Sir  J.  Parnell,  Sir  John  Blaquiere,  Mr, 
Mafon,  Mr.  Sack.  Hamilton,  Dr.  Browne,  and  Mr. 
Vandeleur;  by  the  return  of  thefe  gentlemen,  the  fol- 
lowing members  were  declared  to  be  elecled: 


Mr.  Pelham 
Mr.  D.  Latouche 
Mr.  Ogle 

Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford 
Mr.  J.  Stewart 
Mr.  J.  Fofler 
Com.  Beresford 
Lord  Cafllereagh 


Solicitor  General 
Prime  Serjeant 
Attorney  General 
Mr.  Maxwell 
Mr.  Alexander 
Mr.  D.  Browne 
Lord  Boyle. 


Dr.  Duicenan5  in  a fpeech  of  three  hours,  pre- 
faced his  promised  motion  relative  to  Mr.  Fox’s  fpeech* 
as  given  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  24th  of  March 
laft.  He  conlidered  it  in  three  points  of  view  : firft,  as 
afalfe,  fcandalous,  and  malicious  libel  on  the  Irifh  Par- 
liament ; fecondly,  as  a violent  invafion  of  the  independ- 
ence of ' that  houfe  ; and  thirdly,  as  a flagitious  attempt 
to  excite  'treafon  and  rebellion  in  the  country.  This 
libel,  profeffing  to  be  a fpeech  of  Mr.  Fox,  he  could 
not  fuppofe  was  ever  delivered  by  that  gen tlelnan  ; for  he 
could  not  fuppofe  that  any  man  in  theBritifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons could  be  profligate  enough  to  vomit  forth  fuch 
abominable  falsehoods  as  this  libel  contained.  With  re- 
fpeel  to  the  nrff,  he  read  that  part  of  Mr.  Fox’s  fpeech 
in  which  he  afferts  the  controuling  power  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament  over  the  minifter  in  all  affairs  relating  to  the 
geneial  concerns  of  the  empire,  and  of  courfe  in  the  af- 
fairs of  Ireland.  In  this,  he  faid,  was  involved  an  af- 
Yumption  that  England  might  legiflate  for  Ireland  in  all 

matters 
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matters  whether  of  externa}  or  internal  regulation— in 
^appellant  jurii'diclion  of  the  worft  kind,  by  whicif'the 
•Parliament  of  Great  Britain  were  enabled  to  hear  and 
determine  on  the  ex  parte  complaints  of  every  di faffed  led 
fa&ion  in  this  country.  Mr.  Fox  went  even  fo  tar  in 
diis  fi  eech  on  this  occasion,  as  to  dictate  the  two  fpccific 
meafures  which  he  would  have  the  Britifh  Parliament 
xram  down  our  thrqats — both  of  which  had  been  aH 
ready  difevhed  and  rejeiled  by  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land— reform  and  emancipation  ; — >the  one  the  fubverfion 
of  the  conftitution,  the  other  the  fcparati6n  of  the  two 
'countries.  lie  charged  Mr.  Fox  with  having  falfely 
Pater'  that  he  had  moved  tor  a recognition  of  Irifh  in- 
dependence in  178 z:  He  had  indeed  moved  for  a repeal 

of  the  declaratory  adl  of  Geo.  I.;  but  lie  knew  very 
'well,  that  by  that  repeal  the  claim  of  England  to  legis- 
late for  Ireland  remained  as  flrong  as  it  had  been  before; 
and  when  Mr.  Fox  was  turned  out  of  office,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Mr.  Townfend,  he  oppofed  the  recognition  of 
Irifh  independence  which  that  gentleman  propofed.  It 
was  another  falsehood  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were, 
as  the  fpecch  hated,  five-lixths  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
co  ntry ; tor  when  Sir  W.  Petty  furveyed  Ireland,  the 
Catholics  were  as  eight  to  three.  In  confequence  of  the 
Popery  laws,  the  proportion  of  the  Proteftants  had  in- 
creafed,  and  it  was  allowing  the  Romanifts  as  large  a 
propedon  as  they  could  probably  be  entitled  to,  to  fay 
they  were  now  as  two  to  one.  This  was  their  propor- 
tion "11  numbers;  but  it  was  to  be  considered  that  the  Ca- 
tholics weie  the  beggary  of  the  country,  and  that  in 
wealth,  (whether  in  freehold  or  in  perfonals)  they  did 
not  polfefs  the  twentieth  part  of  the  wealth  of  the  Pro- 
teftants. This  poverty  in  perlonal  property  appeared 
by  their  not  having  been  able,  with  their  utmoft:  endea- 
vours, to  fubferibe  more  than  60, cool,  to  the  capital  of 
the  Bank  at  its  ftrft  formation. 

• ^Another  monftrous  and  audacious  falfhood  of  the 
fpeech,  and  one  that  was  calculated  to  roufe  the  Irifh 
Romanifts  to  rebellion,  was,  that  they  have  gained  no- 
thing by  the  laws  that  have  been  palled  in  their  favour, 
but  that  they  are  rather  worfe This  was  a falfhood,  be- 
caufe  they  were  now  entitled  to  all  the  advantages  which 
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Proteftant  (ubjecb  enjoy,  except  being  in  Parliament* 
and  being  admifiible  to  about  thirty  offices,  fuch  as  that 
oh  Lord  Lieutenant,  Judges,  Officers  of  the  Staff,  Sec. 
in  which  the  executive  powers  of  the  (late  are  lodged ; 
and  even  from  thefe  they  are  not  excluded,  but  by  their 
own  obdinacy  in  refuling  to  take  the  oath  of  Supremacy. 
The  fpeech,  in  another  iabl,  he  faid,  wept  to  juftify  ail 
the  robberies  and  murders  committed  by  the  republican 
fa&ion  in  the  North,  who  began  the  troubles  of  that 
province  at  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, and  who  cannot  be  fatisfied  but  by  a Republican 
Government,  and  a feparation  from  Great  Britain.— 
Thefe  men  the  libeller  attempted  to  juftify,  by  faying  that 
their  outrages  were  occafioned  by  the  abufes  ihatexift  in 
the  conftitution,  and  by  w.bat  their  commerce  and  ma- 
nufactures have  differed  from  the  preffure  of  the  war  * 
whereas  it  was  notorious  that  the  linen  trade  was  never 
known  to  be  fo  good,  or  linen  fo  dear  as  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war ; the  export  of  that  article  has 
been  doubled,  and  even  a common  weaver  can  earn  three 
{hillings  a day.  Perhaps  it  was  from  this  very  wealth 
and  prpfperity  that  their  crimes  and  treafons  arife,  as 
they  give  them  an  opportunity  to  hope  that  they  are 
nQwr  ftrong  enough  to  throw  off  the  connexion  with 
England.  As  to  the  other  caufe  alledged  by  this  libel  for 
the  treafon  of  the  North,  it  was  equally  a grofs  lie  as 
the  other.  The  reprefen tation  of  the  people  was  not 
more  defective  than  in  England,  nor  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment more  corrupt.  The  fpeech  gave  two  indances 
of  corruption ; the  ope,  that  it  was  faid  by  a perfon  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland  that  500,0001.  had 
beenlpept  to  buy  up  the  oppofition;  and  the  other,  that 
very  refpeelable  gentlemen  offered  to  prove  <c  that  large 
fums  had  been  given  for  peerages,  and  that  this  money 
was  afterwards  fpent  in  purchafmg  feats  in  Parliament 
for  their  dependants.”  As  to  the  firftof  thefe  charges,  it 
was  too  loofe,  too  vague  to  deferve  an  anfwer,  becaufe  it 
did  not  (late  when  this  declaration  had  been  made.;  the 
fecond  he  mentioned,  was  a charge  made  by  an  horn 
member  who  requefted  a committee  might  be  appointed 
to  examine  wltneffes  to  that  point  in  the  mod:  folemn  man- 
ner ; it  was  oppofed,  becaufc  the  Houfe  would  not  ex- 
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?-rcife  this  extraordinary  power,  which  had  home  time* 
been  queftioned,  unleis  on  very  ftrong  grounds;  and 
the  right  lion,  member  refufed  to  give  any  evidence  what- 
ever to  the  Iioufe  before  the  committee  was  appointed  — 
The  libeller,  in  not  dating  the  whole  ot  the  cafe  in  this 
matter,  was  guilty  of  a luppreilion  of  truth  ; he  had 
forgot  to  mention  alio,  that  this  Parliament  had  cut  up 
the  poflibility  of  corruption,  as  far  as  it  could  be  done, 
bv  palling  the  place,  peniion,  and  refponfibility  bills* 
As  to  the  aflertion  that -the  majority  of  the  Houfe  were 
placemen,  it  was  fo  notorious  a falfhood  that  it  would 
be  an  affront  to  the  Houfe  to  give  it  any  anfwcr  but  call- 
in^  it  a crols  and  abominable  he  ; he  would  allow  the 

O c>  , 

aflertion  might  be  true,  it  by  placemen  were  meant  thofe 
who  were  ready  to  affifl  the  executive  government  of  the 
country  ; but  if  by  placemen  were  meant  what  is  ufu- 
ally  meant,  interefled  fervants  of  government,  he  would 
deny  it*  Pie  would  aflift  the  executive  power  in  enforc- 
ing the  laws  and  refilling  treafon  and  rebellion,  but  he 
was  no  creature  of  any  adminiflration.  Pie  then  attack- 
ed that  part  of  the  fpe.ee h which  related  to  the  incenlifl- 
ency  of  Parliament  in  voting  a eenfure  on  Lord  Buck^ 
Ingham  at  the  time  of  the  regency,  and  then  voting  him 
thanks  on  his  departure  after  the  recovery  of  his  Ma- 
jefly  ; he  faid  it  was  confident  enough  that  they  fhould 
eenfure  him  for  a particular  acl,  and  thank  him  for 
his  general  conduct.  It  was  no  more  inconfiflent  in 
Parliament  to  reject  the  petition  for  the  Catholic  fxan- 
ehife  one  year,  and  grant  the  prayer  of  that  petition  the 
next  year,  where  the  meafure  was  recommended  by  the 
Crown  ; for  in  the  firft  cafe,  the  petition  came  from  a 
Catholic  committee,  whom  the  Houfe  could  not  recog- 
nize, and  it  was  alfo  couched  in  peremptory  language i 
the  lecond  petition  was  ligned  by  the  nobility,  clergy, 
and  gentry  of  the  Catholics,  and  was  in  refpebtfui  lan- 
guage, and  therefore  the  Iioufe,  at  the  recommendation 
of  the  Crown,  took  their  cale  into  conlideration. 

The  Do6lor  then  animadverted  in  his  ufual  ffciie  on  the 
adminiflration  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam — talked  of  his 
Lordfhip  as  a weak  man,  ealily  duped— of  his  having 
inclined  to  deprive  the  Proteflant  charter  fchools  of  the 
aid  of  government/— of  his  having  neglebled  the  higher 
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ranks  of  the  Catholics,  while  he  cultivated  the  opinion, 
of  the  low  and  the  vulgar  republicans  of  that  commu- 
nity* and  of  his  having  difrriified  the  old  and  faithful  for- 
yarns  pf  the  crown,  by  which  his  majefty  was  obliged 
at  laid  to  recal  h'rn,  to  the  joy  of  all  gc  oi  Pro  tell  ants, 
who  looked  at  him  as  the  glare  of  a comet  portending 
4 battle  and  . murder,'  a$d  hidden  death  1’— The  do 61  or 
charged  the  fpeech  as  faife  and  malicious,-  for  mentioning 
that  Catholics  had  been  feized,  under  faife  pretences,  for 
the  purpofe  of  profecuting  them.  This  malignant  lie, 
he  faid,  meant  nothing  lefs  than  an  exhortation  to  the. 
Catholics  tOF  rife.agaimt  the  government,  as  they  were 
marked  out  for  dedruction  ; it  told  them  that  they  muff 
extirpate  and  extinguifh  the  government,  or  the  govern- 
ment would  extirpate  and  extinguifh  them.  The  fa6f  to 
which  this  alluded,  he  faid,  was  the  arrdft  of  fome  fhop- 
keepers  of  Drogheda,  who  had  been  informed  againff 
and  fairly  profecuted,  but  who  were  acquitted,  becaufe 
the  informers,  on  their  crofs- examination  at  the  trial, 
had  been  found  to  have  fworn  falfely.  This  was  no  hard- 
Ihrp,  for  a Proteffant  would  have  been  treated  the  fame 
way.  Another  charge  made  by  the  libel,  was 5 that  Go- 
vernment had  fr  aft  rated  the  privileges  granted  to  the  Ca- 
tholics by  a political  manoeuvre  in  the  corporations.**— 
This  was  another  impudent  lie  ; the  corporations  refufed 
to  admit  the  Catholics  by  grace  efpecial,  but  that  was 
optional  in  the  corporation;  and  a proof  that  Govern- 
ment did  not  interfere  was,  that  in  the  corporation  of 
Dublin,  the  aldermen,  who  might  be  fuppofed  mod  un- 
der the  influence  of  Government,  adlually  admitted  Mr.’ 
O’Connor,  but  the  Common  Council  re  ufed  to  do  fo„ 
As  to  the  infurreblion  a6f,  and  General  Lake’s  procla- 
mation, which  the  fpeech  falfely  faid  put  the  people  of 
Ulffer  out  of  the  King’s  peace,  he  contended,  thefe  mea- 
fures  put  the  people  into  the  King’s  peac-h,  who  were  be- 
fore out  of  it.  He  laid,  the  county  of  Down  was  not  fo 
important  as  the  fpeech  intimated,  for  there  was  not  a 
manufac! uring  town  in  the  whole  county.  He  again  re- 
probrated  the  doctrine  that  the  Britifh  parliament  have  a 
right  to  adv'ife  the  crown  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  The 
Irifh  nation  was  indeed  governed  by  the  Englifh  cabinet, 
and  the  Britifh  parliament  have  a right  to  controul  that 
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eabinef',  but  not  in  afFairs  relating  to  Ireland  ; in  thofe 
the  Irifh  parliament  alone  has  a right  to  controul.  Why 
then  fhould  the  BritilTi  parliament  interfere  ? If  there  be 
an  infur  reft  ion  in  Ireland,  the  loyal  Irifh  fubje61s  will 
ufe  their  fwords  and  their  puifes  to  fupprefs  it.  IU«ny 
other  things  did  Dr.  Duigenah  fay  on  thefc  points,  and 
very  ftrongly  did  he  charge  falfehood  and  foulncfs,  and 
calumny  and  treafon  on  the  fpeech.  We  mult  content 
ourfelves,  however,  with  this  flight  outline  of  its  various 
beauties.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  this  libel  be  read 
at  the  bar. 

\ 

The  Atto-rnry  General  thought  the  IIo ufe 
fhould  do  nothing  in  this  affair,  as  no  fleps  had  been  ta- 
ken by  the  Englifh  parliament  in  confequence  of  the 
fpeech.  It  would  be  ufelefs  and  improper  to  .take  notice 
of  the  publication,  as  being  a fpeech  of  an  Englifh  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  in  confequence  of  which  no  meafure 
had  been  taken,  and  which  he  could  not  believe  was 
really  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Fox.  Conlidering  it  on  the 
other  hand  merely  as  a libellous  publication  of  an  Englifh 
printer,  he  thought  it  would  be  equally  ufelefs  to  take 
notice  of  it,  as  the  author  was  not  within  the  power  of 
that  Houfe  ; it  undoubtedly  contained  much  abominable 
matter,  but  to  go  into  a debate  on  its  merits  would  lead 
the  Houfe  into  the  difeuffion  of  a variety  of  queflions, 
which,  at  this  time,  it  would  be  wife  to  leave  untouched  ; 
he  therefore  earneftly  entreated  his  learned  friend  to 
withdraw  hismotion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  of  the  fame  opinion,  but  on  diffe- 
rent grounds  from  the  Attorney  General.  He  did  not 
like  the  affectation  of  difbelieving  that  it  was  the  fpeech 
of  the  gentleman  to  which  it  wTas  attributed.  He  con- 
feffed  he  had  fomediftruli  of  thofe  who  were  fo  fond  of 
preferving  the  forms  of  the  independence  of  parliament, 
while  they  neglected  the  fubftance.  fie  realoned  very 
ably  to  defend  the  conduct  and  do 61  lines  of  Mr.  Fox, 
and  fhewed  that  the  interference  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
by  wav  of  addrefs,  recommending  to  the  King’s  minifler 
a certain  line  of  condudl  with  refpe6l  to  this  country, 
was  perfe611y  conftitutionaL  He  was  againft  a further 
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difcufhon  on  this  fubjecl,  as  it  would  lead  tO'quediofT 
which  it  were  right  to  hold  too  facred  for  difpute. 

The  Attorney  General  moved  the  order  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  Oc  le  was  for  the  motion  of  Dr,  Duigenan. 

Mr.  Maxwell  declared  he  would  fupport  the  origi- 
nal motion  if  it  were  not  withdrawn.  He  would,  how-5 
ever,  confent  to  withdraw  it,  it  Gentlemen  got  up  in 
their  places  and  boldly  avowed  thofe  fentiments  of  indig- 
nation which  he  was  fure  every  man  felt,  and  many  gen- 
tlemen very  freely  expreffed,  when  the  fpeech  in  quedioit 
was  fird  read  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Grattan  obfervetf,  that  a few  minutes  were 
fufficient  to  reply  to  a fpeech  of  many  hours:  He  faid,- 
the  learned  gentleman’s  difeourfe  was  a drain  of  invec- 
tive, the  mod  unqualified  in  its  extent*  and  the  mod  pe- 
culiar in  its  nature — that  he  had  collected  his  parts  of 
fpeech  from  the  tenor  of  indictments,  and  the  phrafeology 
of  the  old  controverdalids — he  fcorned  any  thing  which 
was  claffical,  moderate,  or  refined,  and  preferred  as 
more  effectual,  the  foul,  the  grofs  and  the  fcandalous  ; — ■* 
that  with  all  the  garbage  his  imagination  could  collect, 
with  whatever  dowers  the  fifh-market  could  furnifh, 
every  thing  which  the  dreets  could  adminifter  to  the 
learned  Doffor's  tade  and  refinement,  he  alfailed  all 
men,  and  all  bodies  of  men,  overlaid  them  with  fuch  a 
profufion  of  filth,  as  to  amaze  all  who  were  not  ac- 
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quaintecl  with  the  ways  and  cudoms  of  the  learned 
Doeloi — that  as  to  himf  H,  he  knew  the  gentleman 
too  well  to  be  furpjifed  or  a defied  at  any  of  his  at- 
tacks ; but  he  requeded  the  learned  Doefor  in  future  to 
confine  the  application  ol  the  foul  materials  he  dealt  in 
*o  gentlemen  in  the  Houfe,  and  to  fpare  his  country — * 
lie  requeded  that  fie  would  not  hereafter  make  the  fair 
fame  of  honed,  ufeful,  and  re  fp  eel  able  citizens  not  prefent 
to  defend  themfelves,  the  fubjeet  of  his  mod  extraordi- 
nary and  o Ten  five  orations.  He  had  traduced  the  body 
of  the  Catholics  as  the  beggar v of  Ireland— the  indivi- 
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duals  he  had  defcrlbed  as  the  rebels  of  Ireland— the  Pref- 
byterians  lie  had  called  the  democrats  : now  the  Catho- 
lics and  Prefb/temns  arc  nearly  the  whole  people  ; and 
thus  in  one  night  does  he  difpofe  of  them.  This  was  his 
way  of  reconciling  the  Irifh — his  fhort  method  of  com- 
prehending all  his  countrymen  in  one  monftrous,  villain- 
ous, and  ridiculous  defeription.  lie  requeued  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  judgment  of  the  learned  Dodlor,  whether  it 
became  a fenator  to  bring  into  debate  in  which  they  were 
not  a party,  innocent,  refpedl&ble,  and  ufeful  citizens, 
and  to  name  them  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  away 
their  character  ; he  begged  to  fuggeft  to  the  learned  en- 
tleman  how  hateful  and  abominable  the  members  of  par- 
liament would  be  to  the  people,  if  infteadof  repiefenting 
their  wi  flies,  they  aftemblcd  only  to  take  away  their  re- 
putation ! What  a horrid  midnight  bufnefs  our  debates 
jnuft  be,  if  gentlemen  indulge  thcmfelves  in  this  privi- 
leged calumny** in  this  licenced  abule,  in  this  inanity  of 
feurrility,  .weak,  clamorous,  fatiguing,  and  difg lifting, 
and  therefore  if  the  learned  Dodlor  can’t  change  his  man- 
ners, how  much  it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  he  fhOuld 
change  the  objedfs  of  them.  Let  him  have  mercy  on  his 
country,  and  confine  his  genius  of  abufe  to  the  members 
of  this  Hcufe.  The  learned  Dodlor  divided  his  oration 
into  three  heads  : the  firft  to  prove  the  fpeech'  in’  queftion 
falfe,  the  fecond  to  prove  it  unconftitutional,  the  third  to 
prove  it  treafonable.  The  laft  head  is  too  laughable  to 
be  adverted  to  ; on  the  two  firft  I beg  to  fay  a little  : — 
the  learned  gentleman  as  the  firft  inftance  of  falfehood, 
fays,  the  fpeech  aflumes  to  Mr,  Fox  the  merit  of  mov- 
ing the  recognition  of  Irifh  independency  ; whereas  fays 
he,  the  repeal  of  the  6th'  Geo.  I.  did  nothing.  We  will 
not  take  the  learned  Doctor’s  word  for  that,  though  he 
is  a lawyer ; better  lawyers  have  faid  the  contrary;  the 
prefen  t Chief  Baron  among  others,  ever  the  enemy  of  the 
Whig  party,’  declared  that  the  diftindiion  between  repeal 
Was  a quibble.  The  late  Mr;  Flood  certainly  mentioned 
the  contrary,  a very  able  m£n,  his  opinion  was  a very 
able  opinion,  but  a man  cf  fuch  ability  and  fuch  impref- 
lion,  that  even  in  error  he  was  great  and  powerful.  He 
obferved,  that  if  there  was  a fault  in  that  bubnefs,  which 
he  did  hot  allow,  mo  ft  afluredly  that  fault  did  not  attach 
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to  Mr,  Fox  ; the  fault  was  with  us.  Mr.  Fox  did  wha^ 
tve  afked  ; if  we  did  not  afk  whht  was  fufficient,  which 
he  denied,  Mr.  Fox  was  not  to  bl^me  : however  the 
learned  Dodlor  fpeaks  of  tranfadfions  of  which  he  knows 
nothing;  in  the  fame  drain  of  ignorance  does  the  Doth  or 
fay,  that  Mr.  Fox  oppofed  the  adf  of  renunciation ; lie 
had  not  oppofed  it,  he  faid  he  would  not  oppofe  it,  but 
lie  thoughe  it  unneceflary.  When  the  member  accufes 
the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Fox  of  departing  from  facf,  he  ihould 
not  himfelf  have  departed  from  fadf  in  almoff  every  par- 
ticular. With  the  fame  contempt  of  fa  of  does  the  learn- 
ed1 Dodlbrfay,  we  pat'ronifed  a pamplet  written  for  re- 
form and  Catholic  emancipation  in  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s 
minidry.  The  lacl  is  not  fo  ;•  the  pamphlet  alluded  to, 
a very  ingenious pamplet,  was  unknown  until  publifhed. 
In  the  fame  drain  of  contempt  for  fadf  does  the  learned 
Po  d or  fay,  that  Lord  Fitz  william  excluded  the  heads  of 
the  Catholics,  and  only  admitted  the  citizens:  he  paid 
his  attention  to  the  Catholic  body  ; he  applied  himfelf 
impartially  to  their  intereds  and  to  their  perfobs.  I might 
follow  the  learned  Dodfor  through  the  greater  part  of 
liis  fpeech  if  the  Houfe  would  liden  to  me,  and  fhew  a 
multitude  of  indances  in  which  the  Dodfor  is  totally  un- 
founded in  fadf ; indances,  to  drew  with  what  careh  fT- 
nefs  he  makes  a charge  and  takes  his  chance  for  the  truth 
6f  it ; but  I flio'uld  tire  you  by  dwelling,  longer  on  the 
hrft  head.  I come  to  the  fccond.  He  fays  the  fpeech  is 
unconditutional,  mod  unconditutioiial  and  libellous  - 
how  libellous  ? becaufe  it  charges  the  IrifTi  parliament 
with  the  crime  of  being  governed  by  the  Britifh  minider. 
If,  tlieri,  the  charge  of  fuch  a crime  be  an  atrocious 
offence,  what  muff  be  the  crime  itfelf  ? Now,  who  is  the 
judge  of  the  fact  ? the  people  who  eledl  you.  If,-  then, 
the  people  think  that  the  Irifh  parliament  is  the  indru- 
merit  of  the  Britifh  minider,  they  have  the  Dodlor's  au- 
thority to  fay,  that  the  minider  here  and  there,  that  the 
majority , 'that  t fie  learned  Dodfor  himfelf,  are  guilty  of* 
high  and  atrocious  offences  ; he  has  pronounced  a fen- 
tence  againff  them,  againd  himfelf,  ag.aind  liis  party  and 
his  majority,  provided  the  fadl  of  that  corrupt  influence 
be  admitted  : lie  himfelf  has  edimated  the  atrocity  of  the 
offence.  In  his  invedltVe  againd  the  charge,  he  has  in- 
volved • 
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r.olved  Iiimfolf  in  a much  flronger  inveflive  ajainft  the 
offence.  The  learned  gentleman  will  be  allowed  the  be- 
nefit of  thefe  two  contradictory  propositions  ; that  it  is  a 
mighty  offence  to  charge  a majority  with  corruption,  but 
no  crime  in  that  majority  to  be  coirupt,  no  crime  in  the 
minifter  who  introduces  that  corruption  ; he  is,  there- 
fore, by  his  own  authority  convicted,  unlefs  it  happens 
that  the  Engliili  minifter  has  not  an  afeendant  influence  ; 
on  the  truth  of  that  propofition  depends  whatever  credit 
the  gentleman  muff  look  for  ; lincerity  is  the  piinciple 
On  which  he  profeiles  to  make  his  motion,  and  upon  that 
he  muff  reft  for  whatever  chance  he  has  to  be  refeued 
from  his  own  condemnation,  and  from  the  crime  which* 
he  fays,  is  fo  atrocious,  that  even  the  charge  is  an  atro- 
city. 

Little  is  neceflary  to  refute  the  charge  agamft  the  mo- 
tions made  in  the  Britilh  parliament,  unlefs  it  be  to  ftate 
what  thofe  motions  were  ; they  purported  to  counfel  his 
Majefty  jd  reconcile  the  Irifh  to  great  Britain  ; they 
were  founded  on  federative,  not  legiflative  principles  ; on 
the  ground  of  national  amity,  not  of  internal  regulation  ; 
they  had  in  view  the  concord  of  the  connexion  ; they 
were  direCled  to  the  King*  becaufe  he  is  the  medium  of 
communication  between  Great  Britain  and  other  nations, 
whether  connected,  as  Ireland,  or  diftincl,  as  the  conti  • 
nent.  Such  motion  would  be  perfectly  regular,  if  Hol- 
land, if  Spain,  if  any  other  nation  had  been  the  object: 
it.  Suppofe  an  addrefsfrom  the  parliament  of  England 
to  his  Majefty  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  recon- 
cile the  court  of  Florence  j it  was  in  the  courfe  of  the 
war  much  offended  with  Great  Britain  : fuppofe  a mo- 
tion to  the  King  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  would  recon- 
cile the  Dutch  ; they  certainly  were  extremely  jealous  of 
the  intrigues  of  Great  Britain  iii  the  affairs  of  Holland  : 
fuppofe  a motion  to  the  King  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
would  reconcile  the  French;  they  certainly  have  been 
much  irritated  by  the  condutft  and  language  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  court,  as  much,  (or  much  more,  perhaps,)  as  by  its 
arms.  Such  an  interference  might  well  take  place  be- 
tween two  feparate  countries,  through  the  conftitutionai 
and  the  only  means  of  communication,  the  King,  at  the 
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advice  of  Tiis  conftitutional  council,  the  two  houfes  of 
Parliament?  willing  to  reconcile  to  Great  Britain  the  af- 
fections of  nations  rendered  hoftile  or  doubtful?  infulted 
and  difgufted  by  the  Britifh  Minifter  ; but  with  rcfpedT to 
Ire' and,  the  reafons  for  the  interpolation  are  not  only 
found,  but  i-rr elidible  ; and  fuch  arc  the  reafons  given  in 
the  fpeeches  by  which  thofe  motions  were  introduced. 
"W hat  is  the  cafe  ? The  connexion  is  fhaken  by  the  crimes 
of  the  BritiHi  minifters.  What  are  their  Crimes  ? The 
fpeeches  (late  them.  Mr,  Fox  mentions  the  great,  the 
produdfive,  and  the  fatal  trardgreffionr  fuch  a tranfgref- 
fion  as  will  fhake  the  connexion*  and  does  fluke  it  to  its 
bafe  ; fuch  a tranfgreflion  as  is  not  lefs  notorious  than 
heinous  and  deftrudlive  ; fuch  a one  as  the  great  body  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  cry  out  agaihfl  as  far  as  they  have 
a tongue  left  to  deliver  the  wringings  of  their  heart:' — 
What  is  that  tranfgreffion  ? it  is  nothing  more  rior  lefs 
than  a fyitem  eftablifhed  by  the  minifter  of  England  for 
reftoring  to  Great  Britain  the  power  of  adting  as  the  le- 
giflature  > and  if  any  thing  can  make  fuch  attempt 
dill  more  horrid  and  deteftable,  it  is,  tli at  theTpower  fo: 
reftored  is  to  be  exercifed,  not  by  the  parliament  of  Grea*' 
Britain,  but  her  cabinet,  and  degradation  itfelf  is  flilF 
further  degraded.  Will  any  man  deny  the  fadt  ? God 
forgive  him.  Will  any  men  juftify  the  fact  ? God,  I 
fhould  fear,  never  will  forgive  them.  The  parliament 
of  England,  and  efpecially  that  member  who  moved  that 
the  Britifh  parliament  fhould  furrender  her  legifiative 
dominion  over  Ireland,  were  bound  in  honour,  in  fen fey 
and  in  juftice,  to  provide  that  it  fhould  not  be  intercepted 
by  their  own  minifter— that  the  power  which  they  relin- 
quifhed  to  Ireland  fhould  not  be  ftolen  by  that  minifter, 
and  put  in  his  pocket ; they  were  to  be  the  guarantees  of 
their  own  honours,  and  the  faithful  depofitor  of  their 
own  conceflion  ; they  were  not  to  fully  their  name  by  the 
vile  artifice  of  fecretly,  but  fubffantiairy,  transferring  to 
a' cabinet,  as  a cheat,  a power  which  they  affedled  to 
furrender  as  a nation.  But  we  will  fpeak,  not  of  the  in- 
famy of  fuch  a pra61ice— look  to  the  folly' of  it — the  Bii~ 
tifh  parliament  furrendered  its  legifiative  power  ; I call 
it’power,  as  diftinct  from  right,  in  order  to  reconcile' 
the  Irifh>  Your  adcdlion  was  the  compenfaticn  and  the 
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price  ol  that  furrender.  Suffer  the  Britifh  minider -to 
-lake  that  power,  and  the  Britifh  parliament  lofes  at  once 
the  power  and  the  affe&ion  ; that  parliament,  and  that 
member  of  that  parliament  is  therefore  called  upon  to 
anfwer  how  it  has  happened  that  Britain  has  not  fecured 
that  affc6lion,  that  the  people  are  as  difeontented  with 
England  as  ever  ? It  is  their  and  his  duty  to  enquire, 
whether  the  Britifh  minider  lias  not,  by  Unifier  means, 
deflroyed  that  independent  legiflative  power  which  they 
intended  to  reftore  to  Ireland,  and  tliereby,  that  love  and 
afFeciion  which  they  meant  to  fecure  to  Great  Britain? 
it  is  their  duty  to  enquire,  whether  he  has  not  dolen, 
purloined,  and  ran  away  with  the  conceffion  which  they 
rneant/or  Ireland,  and  deflroyed  by  that  theft,  plunder 
anti  facrilege,  the  quiet,  the  fecurity  and  the  concord 
which  they  intended  for  themfelvcs  and  the  empire  ? — • 
He  who  was  the  mover  in  this  cafe  grounds  his  apprehen- 
dons  on  certain  fails — the  fale  of  the  peerage  ; is  it  de- 
nied ? and  with  a view  to  eftablifh  feats  in  the  Commons 
for  the  minider’s  reprefentatives  ? He  dates  the  fudden. 
creation  of  a vad  number  of  parliamentary  provifions 
for  the  fame  purpofe— is  that  denied  ? Look  at  your  eda- 
b’lifhment,  look  at  your  majority.  He  dates  a public 
declaration  of  the  purpofe  for  which  half  a million  was 
difpofed  of — a declaration  of  a favoured' minion  of  Go- 
vernment, betraying  and  defending  the  practices  of  the 
Crown.  We  cannot  fay,  confidently  with  order,  with 
what  effecl  the  Britifh  minider,  through  the  medium  of 
the  Irifh  minider,  interpofed  in  this  fignal  way  for  the 
purpofe  of  transferring  toiiimfelf  the  power  of  the  Irii'k 
parliament ; but  that  he  has  that  purpofe,  that  he  has 
made  this  effort,  that  he  felt  that  pruriency,  that  he 
avowed  that  paiiion  to  confummate  with  the  Irifh  parlia- 
ment, in  rank  and  adulterous  embraces  ; that  he  has 
made  the  propefal  to  you  to  betray  your  honourable  and 
plighted  marriage  vow  to  the  people,  and  to  engender  in 
a mondrciis  knot,  and  unnatural  ftri£lure  with  him,  is  a 
fhame  too  notorious  to  be  quedioned.  As  fymptoms  of 
the  fuccefs  of  thofe  propcfals,  the  mover  adduced  feveral 
fudden  and  unaccountable  changes— for  indance,  on  th.e 
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Catholic  queftion  in  1792  and  179 3,  and  on  the  fame 
queftion  in  1795?  at  the  moment  of  his  Majefly’s  indifpc- 
fition,  and  recovery,  and  alfo  at  the  departure  of  Lofti 
Fits' william.  'Without  enquiring  into  the  motives  of 
thofe  changes,  I aflc,  can  any5  man  deny  the  fa£ls  ? And 
if  an  Englifh  member  of  parliament,  that  member  paiti- 
cularly  who  moved  for  the  furrender  qf  'Englifh  interfe- 
rence in  Irifh  legislation,  thought  that  tliey  'did  not  pro- 
ceed from  a refumptiori  of  that  interference  by  perfons  in 
whom  it  would  be  fpurned  at  by  the  people  witii  the  utmoft 
indignation,  the  members'  of  the  cabinet  of  England,  is 
not  he  called  upon  to  re-aftert  Englifh  honour  again  ft 
Englifh  m Snifters,  and  to  fubftantiate  the  good  faith  of 
Englifh  dealing  agaihft  the  bad  faith  of  minifteiial  deal- 
ing ? Their  foul  and  defperate  practices  to  enflave  one 
country,  to  difhonour  another,  and  to  involve  both, 
having  involved  already  a great  portion  of  one  country 
with  her  own  adminiftration,  and  eventually  with  Eng- 
land ; is  he,  I fay,  not  called  upon  by  the  principle  of 
fafety  ? is  he  not  called  on  to  prevent  his  own  minifter 
from  enflaving  one  country,  and  involving  both,  and 
difgracing  the  Britifh  name  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe, 
at  home  and  abroad  ? But  the  cafe  is  ftronger  if  we  conJ 
ftder  in  What  manner  the  particular  meafures  he  alludes 
to  have  been  oppofed  in  Ireland  ; the  Catholic  bill,  for 
inftance,  he  notices  juftly  and  neceflarily  ; why  ? becaufe 
Catholic  incapacity  has  been  made  ah  imperial  a6l  ; be- 
caufe  that  Catholic  bill  has  been  refilled  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  name  of  England  ; the  odium  of  that  reft fi- 
ance has  been  by  their  own  Government  thrown  on  the 
people  of  England  ; the  incapacitation  of  the  Catholic 
from  the  ftate  and  the  parliament  has  been  relied  on  by 
Government  as  a neceffary  facrifice  to  Britifh  connexion 
and  the  Britifh  crown.  The  Catholic  incapacitation  has 
been  made  by  Government  an  imperial,  not  a municipal 
queftion  ; it  has  been  made  the  crime  of  England — it  is 
the  crime  of  the  Britifh  Government.  The  removal  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  who  propofed  it  was  made  the  caufe 
of  England  : he  is  removed  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
empire!  Who  fa  id  fo  ? the  Englifh  cabinet ; why  did 
they  fay  fo  ? bccaufe  he  fupported  the  emancipation  of 
the  Catholics.  The  reform  of  parliament  in  the  fame 
6 manner ; 
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manner  ; thatqucflion  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded 
to  particularifed.  How  ha£  the  reform  bill  been  talked 
of  ? a feparation,  a republic,  an  attack  on  the  connex- 
ion, an  attack  on  the  crown.  Why  lias  the  reform  bill 
been  relifted  by  the  Britifh  minifter  ? becaufe  it  would 
deftroy  his  legillative  authority  in  IreLan d— a country  where 
it  is  trc&fon  for  him  to  have  any  ! becaufe  it  is  his  queftion, 
that  is  an  Englifh  queftion,  the  queftion  of  an  Englifh 
minifter,  endeavouring  to  exercife  over  Ireland  legifla- 
tive  power — and  on  the  other  lide  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, who  before  defired  that  the  parliament  of  England 
fhould  not  exercife  fuch  a power,  and  who  now  defire, 
delirc,  do  I fay  ? demand,  that  the  minifter  of  England 
fhould  not  exercife  fuch  a power.  Has  any  man 
read  our  debates  ? Elas  any  man  read  the  fpeeches  of 
minifters  ? Did  any  man  read  the  fpeech  of  one 
.of  them  in  1793  ? Is  not  the  queftion  of  Catholic 
fuffrage  and  parliamentary  reform  argued  there  as  quef- 
tions  that  related  to  England  ? and  are  not  both  facri~ 
feed  in  a ftrain  of  the  vileft  and  falfeft  calumny  of  Ire- 
land, and  in  as  vile  and  polluted  fycophanifm  offered  at 
the  fhiine  of  the  Britifh  court  and  nation  ? I might  fur- 
ther obferve,  that  moft  of  the  conftitutional  queftions 
that  have  been  propofed  in  Ireland  have  been  refilled  in 
the  name  in  England.  What  was  the  cafe  of  the  refpjon- 
fibility  bill  ? ruinous  to  the  Englifh  government.  What 
has  been  the  defence  of  the  clerk  government  in  Ireland  ? 
Whence  the  clerk  government  ? whence  but  the  uncon- 
ftitutional  power  of  Britifh  government,  encroaching  on 
this  kingdom,  and  taking  by  theft  what  it  reftored  by. 
compact  P What  has  been  the  argument  for  the  extinc- 
tion of  an  Irifh  cabinet  and  an  Irifh  executive?  What 
has  been  the  language  when  we  complained  of  irrefpon- 
fible  and  fugacious  power  P when  we  propofed  a Catho- 
lic emancipation  proposition— -when  wre  fupported  a re- 
form proportion > refilling  corruption,  contending  for 
liberty— what  has  been  the  charge?  You  wi!h  to  fepa- 
rate ; that  is,  the  unconftirutional  and  abominable  in- 
terference of  the  Britifh  minifter  in  every  department  of 
our  conftitutipn,  to  the  ruin  of  its  independency  and  to 
the  defti  action  of  morals,  has  been  made  by  the  fervants 
of  Government  the  teft  of  connexion,  and  the  conftitu- 
tion  itfelf  has  been  made  the  teft  of  feparation.  They 
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have  made  nfe  not  only  of  the  name,  but  of  the  terror  of 
England — a people  not  eafily  railed  nor  eafily  put  down. 
They  have  done  more,  they  have  anfwered  petitions  by 
Englilh  troops — Irifh  prayeis  by  Englifh  arms.  I ad- 
mire that  great  and  jlluflrious  Englifhman  who  difavOw^ 
them  all,  who  refcueS,  or  would  yefeue  his  country  from 
the  difhonour  of  being  a participant  of  every  man’s  pro- 
feription,  or  in  every  little  dirty  doing  agamft  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland.  By  minifters  it  was  faid  at  the  time  of 
the  American  war,  let  the  parliament  give  up  the  power 
cf  making  law  for  America,  and  the  minifler  will  get  it 
by  bribing.  I admire,  I fay,  that  illuflrious  Englishman 
who  fcorns  to  connive  at  fuch  bribery,  and  who  when 
once  he  decides-  to  teiinquifh  a tyrannical  power,  will 
not  buffer  bis  country,  in  a more  tyrannical  and  more 
degrading  fhape  to  refume  it ; he  will  not  buffer  evaiion 
where  he  meant  furrender,  nor  a fraud  where  he  meant 
juffice,  nor  a heart-fcald  where  he  meant  a peace  offer- 
ing ; but  on  the  contrary,  interferes  npt  with  Irifh  legis- 
lation, but  with  the  interference  of  his-  own  minifler  with 
Irifh  legifiation — with  the  frauds  of  his  minifler  commit- 
ted again!!  Ireland«-and  arrefts  an  Irilh  tyrant  in  the 
perfon  of  a BritiOr  minifler.  This  is  flill  flronger  when 
you  confider  how  involved  the  fafety  of  England  is  in 
confequence  of  that  minifler’s  inteiference.  Is  England 
wholly  unconcerned  in  the  connexion  ? is  England  un- 
concerned in  the  northern  war  and  its  conlequences  ?«— » 
was  flie  unconcerned  in  the- American  war  ? if  an  Englifh 
minifler  purfues  a fyflem  which  creates  what  he  calls  an 
infurreblion— “if  he  goes  on  and  changes  the  nature  of 
the  Irifh  government— -if  he  force— drive  precipitate  on 
the  eve  of  a civil  war*— if  he  precipitates  England  on  the 
the  eve  of  that  civil  war — if  five  is  unconcerned,  is  the 
member  of  the  Britifli  parliament  obtrufive  who  depre- 
cates that  war  ? Is  Lord  Moira  connebted  in  both  coun- 
tries, diftinguifhed  in  both,  looked  up  to  by  both,  to 
take  no  part  for  either,  and  leave  them  to  minifters  to  fee 
them  adrift  from  one  another  ? Is  Mr.  Fox  in  the  other 
houfe,  is  he  to  leave  the  empire  and  the  connexion  to  the 
Britifh  cabinet  and  dragoons  ? The  only  connexion  now 
which  remains  to  England,  is  to  leave  Ireland  to  follow 
the  fate  of  America  ? has  the  parliament  of  England  no 
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tt)  interfere  widli  the  minifter  of  England,  involving 
thefe  countries  and  the  connexion  in  a civil  war,  pro- 
ceeding originally  from  his  own  endeavour  to  uphold  in 
Ireland 'his  own  iinconftitutional  power  ? Should  not  we 
have  fa’yd  to  Mr.  Fox — What ! did  you  warn  your  coun- 
try againft  an  American  war,  and  would  have  fayed  her 
empire  ? did  you  admonifh  her  on  the  fubjedl  of  the 
French  war  ? and  will  you  not  prevent  an  Irifli  war  ? 
or  has  the  prophet’s  fire  fpent  itfelf  that  foretold  fo  much? 
no  ! he  chofe  a fubje£l  that  called  on  his  exertion  ; and 
how  did  he  treat  it  ? Gentlemen  talk  oi  the  independency 
of  the  Irifli ' parliament  ; by  the  minifter,  admitted,  bijt 
not  by  him.  What  idea  has  he  diiclofed  as  jnft  an  appli- 
cable to  Ireland— an  Irifh  legiflature  and  an  Irifli  govern- 
ment— a genuine  executive  and  a geuuine  parliament— 
major  rerum  nafeitur  erdor—no  clerk  government,  no  trade 
or  boroughs,  no  trade  of  parliament,  no  trade  of  bloody 
no  half  million  briberies,  no  fale  of  peerages,  no  in  fur- 
reel  ion  bill,  no  military  execution,  no  civil  wars.  Why 
an  Irifh  government  and  an  Irifh  parliament  ? for  every 
’reafon  ; as  an  Englifhman  he  fta^es  one  to  ftrengthen  the 
connexion;  how  ftrengthen  the  connexion  ? by  remov- 
ing the  motives  of  feparation.  This  is  an  idea  worthy 
of  a co  npreheniive  ftatefman.  He  applies  to  great  paffi- 
ons  and  great  principles  for  the  government  of  a great 
country  • he  rejects  every  thing  which  is  founded  in  per- 
fection for  the  purpofe  oi  religion,  and  in  corruption 
for  the  purpofe  of  government*  and  refts  his  connexion 
on  folid  intereft,  folid  pride,  and  thofe  permanent  and 
productive  principles  which  each  country  may  avow, 
which  will  not  make  either  country  afharned  of  being 
connected  with  the  other.  The  Doctor  inveighs  againft; 
fuch  a character  ; fliould  you  wifh  to  meafure  the  abili- 
ties of  fuch  a ftatefman,  meafure  them  by  the  gigantic 
proportions  of  the  calamities  he  would  have  prevented, 
by  the  American  empire,  which  his  advice  would  have 
preferved  ! by  the  250,000,000  of  debt,  the  confequence 
of  two  wars,  which  his  advice  would  have  faved  ; he 
ilood  againft  the  current  of  the  court,  he  flood  againft: 
the  tide  of  the  people,  he  flood  againft  both  uni  ted 
he  was  the  ifthmus  lafhed  by  the  waves  of  democracy, 
and  by  the  torrent  of  dcfpotifm,  unaffe6led  by  either,  and 
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to  both.  He  has,  however,  been  availed ; it  was  fai4 
his  motion  was  general,  that  is,  his  motion  was  not  a 
legiflative  interference,  fo  that  his  motion  was  perfc6Uy 
conftitutional,  and  the  obje&ion  perfectly  falfe  ; amo- 
tion founded  on  the  federal  principle  of  concord,  n<^t 
the  intruliye  principle  of  legislation  ; — but  the  speech 
was  attacked.  It  was  added,  in  the  Dodlor’s  ftrain,  that 
that  the  interference  was  an  attack  on  the  independency 
of  the  Irilh  parliament  ; what,  the  miniltry  that  fold  the 
Irifh  peerage,  to  buy  the  Irifh  commons!  the  mini,  fir  y 
that  laid  cut  half  a million  to  procure  a majority  in  the 
Irifh  commons  ! that  miniftry  tLat  generated  a growth  of 
.fifteen  new  parliamentary  proviftpns  to  obtain  that  majo- 
rity ! that  miniftry  whofe  agent  here'av.owed  the  practice  l 
Does  the  daily  advocate  of  that  miniltry  now  fet  up- 
does the  learned  gentleman  for  .this  fet  up  the  indepen- 
dency of  the  Irifh  parliament  ? I fay,  does  the  learned 
gentleman,  for  the  minifter,  plead  the  independency  of 
the  Irilh  parliament  ? that  miniftry,  whofe  wifh, 
tyrannical  wifh,  whofe  unblufhing  venality,  whofe 
violent,  lawlefs,  and  furious  fyftems  have  been  em- 
ployed to  bring  back  to  England  the  power  of  domi- 
nating in  Ireland  every  where— in  the  cabinet,  in  the 
commons,  in  the  corporation  : Does  that  miniftry,  does 
the  moft  towering  dare  to  advance  the  independency  qf 
the  Irifh  parliament  againft  a proceeding,  a n attempt  to 
thwart  their  own  practices  to  fubvert  that  independency  ? 
Oh  ! I fuppofe  that  their  plea  is,  that  they  have  bought 
Ireland  ; it  is  now  their  property,  this  is  their  dominion. 
What  is  the  independency  they  talk  jbf  he  talks  of?  He 
has  voted  for  their  own  independent  and  uncontrouled 
right  to  pur  chafe  that  parliament,  their  independent  right 
of  felling  the  peerage ; for  their  independent  right  of  pro- 
curing the  Commons ; for  the  independent  right  of  a Bri- 
lifh  Minifter  to  deftroy  the  independency  of  an  Irilh  par- 
liament ! When  a tyrant,  when  the  advocate  of  a tyrant 
lets  up  the  independency  of  a parliament  that  he  has  en- 
deavoured to  buy!  and  of  a people  whom  he  has  enflav- 
ed,  l am  aftonifhed  at  the  unblufhing  efTrontory  of  that 
tyrant,  and  the  advocate  of  that  tyrant.  W hat  of  that 
miniftry  that  procured  a code  of  coercion,  by  which  ci- 
vil liberty  is  fufpended,  and  afterwards  exceeded  tha; 
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of  coercion,  and  went  fairly  and  openly  to  fword-work  f 
Does  lie — do  any  6f  them  fet  up  the  liberty  ot  Ireland 
againft  thole  who  would  advife  his  Majefty  to  look  to  his 
empire,  and  to  the  (late  of  Ireland,  threatening  that  em- 
pire ? What  is  the  liberty  they  advance  ? The  only  liber- 
ty he  lias  voted  for,  the  liberty  of  fending  the  Irilli  aboard 
a tender,  without  judge  or  jury  ; the  liberty  of  putting 
the  middling  people  in  gaol,  without  judge  or  jury  ; the 
liberty  of  taking  away -the  liberty  of  the  Irilli!— In  fhort 
it  is  on  the  part  of  governirient,  the  liberty  of  dragoon- 
ing the  people — and  on  the  part  ot  the  people,  the  privi- 
lege of  being  impr  foned  without  law,  tranfported  with- 
out law,  and  difarmed  wlthot  t law.  <c  Don’t  interfere,’' 
fays  a British  minjfter,  with  my  civil  war  in  Ireland, 
“ my  fale  of  the  peerage,  my  profcription  of  the  Catho- 
t(  lies,  my  military  guardians ; let  me  ufe  the  pame  of 
<c  England,  the  pqwer  of  England,  and  the  arms  of  Eng- 
“ land,  and  involve  the  fe>te  pf  England,  to  fupport  fuch 
“ a fyftem  ; but  don’t  let  the  parliament  of  England 
(C  queftion  me  in  this  abufe  of  her  ijame?  this  proftitu- 
fc  tion  of  her  power  and  her  arms.!”  Thus  the  miniflry 
of  England  fet  up  the  conftitution  againft  the  empire,  and 
the  empire  againft  the  conftitution.  On  all  questions  of 
trade  and  conftitution  they  argue  with  you  as  vyith  a fe- 
condary  country — they  bear  clown  the  particular  iptereft 
of  Ireland  by  advancing  the  general  intereft  of  the  em- 
pire ; they  bear  down  Irifh  conftitution  by  the  pretext  of 
Britifh  connexion.  Having  rendered  Britifli  connexion 
lefs  popular  by  fuch  artifice,  and  having  created  an  alarm 
in  certain  Britifh  fenators  for  the  ftate  of  the  connexion, 
and  having  thus  induced  them  to  move  the  King  to  advert 
to  the  connexion — they  tlien  fet  up  the  conftitution  ; the 
conftitution  they  have  deftroyed  againft  the  connexion 
they  have  engendered  ; they  are  in  the  double  and  de- 
ft rublive  habit  of  felting  the  name  againft  the  fubftancc— -» 
the  name  of  liberty  againft  any  interference  for  its  reco- 
very— the  name  of  the  connexion  againft  fuch  meafurcs 
as  would  render  the  connexion  potent  and  popular; 
they  make  each  definitive  to  itfelf,  and  both  deftrubtive 
to  one  another.  This  kind  of  do&rine — it  is  their  doc- 
trine— it  is  his  doctrine,  would  produce  a minifter  per- 
fectly uucont?cu!able  and  irrefponfibie  ; to  Ireland  irre- 
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fponfible  from  abfence?  to  England  from  delicacy— phy- 
lically  irreiponfible  to  one  country?  conftitutionaily  irre~ 
fponfible  to  the  other?  that  is  an  enemy  to  both  ; fuch  a 
minifter  would  be  a monfter-—  the  fpring  of  every  execu- 
tive a61ion?  and  with  the  executive  power  of  both?  in 
fa<51  (though  not  in  right)  the  creator  of  your  executive, 
.the  falient  fource  of  every  water  of  bitternefs  that  ha? 
has  overflowed  this  country.  He  who  decides  in  effe6l 
your  religious  queftions?  your  reform  queffions,  your 
commercial?  your  financial  queftions — has  decided  them 
ir.ofl  wickedly-- is  only  to  be  available  by  the  curfes  of 
the  people — fuch  a minifter  is  a tyrant. 

Mr.  W.  S MiTH  faid?  with  the  manly  fen  fe,  the  great 
information,  and  unbiemtfhed  worth  of  the  honourable 
and  learned  member  who  has  introduced  this  motion?  it 
is  not  poffible  that  I fhould  be  unacquainted.  I have  the 
honour  and  the  happinefs  of  a connexion  with  him, 
which  precludes  every  doubt  on  my  part  of  his  integrity 
and  knowledge.  But  in  politics  it  has  fometimes  been 
rny  lot  to  differ  from  him  ; and  I am  certain  he  will  net 
'take  it  amifs  if  I treat  the  -prefent  motion  with  an  entire 
freedom  as  if  it  had  been  brought  forward  by  one  whom 
I lefs  loved  and  refpedled  than  I do  him.  In  examining, 
then,  the  meafure  now  propofed  for  our  adoption,  I am 
led  to  confider  the  opinions  of  thofe  by  whom  it  is  likely 
to  be  fupported?  not  with  a view' of  canvaffing  the  re<5li- 
tude  of  thofe  opinions?  but  merely  of  comparing  paft 
fentiments  with  prefent  conduct.  Does  the  high-minded 
jealoufy  of  Irifh  independence  originate  with  thofe  by 
whofe  laudable  exertions  that  independence  has  been  prin- 
cipally fecured  | Or  does  it  (I  fpeak  generally)  proceed 
from  thofe  who  had  no  fhare  whatever  in  its  procure- 
ment ? who?  if  not  adverfe?  at  leaft  were’  indifferent  to 
its  acquifttion?  and  who  fince  1782  have  not  ceafed  to  in- 
finaute  the  mifehiefs  which  they  conceived  to  rCfult  from 
Irifh  independence ; men  who  hurried  away  in  thofe  days, 
reluctantly  hurried  by  the  tide  of  popular  opinion,  have? 
fince  that  period?  fupported  a fyftem  of  meafures  calcu- 
lated, in  the  eyes  of  many?  to  defeat  in  practice  thofe 
privileges  which  we  then  in  theory  obtained  ? Sir?  I dif- 
truft  the  candour  and  lincerity  of  thofe  who?  negligent  of 
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mbdancr,  refcrve  their  jealoufy  for  forms«=*-whofe  deli- 
cacy cannot  digeft  a motion  in  the  Britifh  houfe  of  com- 
mons at  all  relating  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  but  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  brooking  with  the  tamed  refignation* 
every  controul  which  an  imperious  cabinet  may  be  difi- 
pofed  to  cxercife  over  the  liberties  cf  their  country  . Nay 
farther,  I am  even  tempted  to  enquire  whether  the  ftcady 
enemies  of  Catholic  emancipation  are  likelv>o  be  (launch 
friends  to  Irifh  independence  ? or  whether,  in  men  of  cer- 
tain habits  and  opinions,  this  fudden  phenomenon  of  pa- 
triotic jealoufy  be  an  attempt  to  convert  a theory  of  inde  - 
pendence into  a mere  inftrument  of  practical  opprcffion  ? 
No,  Sir,  I will  nottrud  the  fabric  of  our  liberties  to1  the 
care  of  thofe  who  have  impeded,  or  not  promoted  its 
condru61ion  : I will  fufpeeff , when  they  would  intrude 
themfelves  into  the  citadel  of  Iridi  freedom,  that  it  may 
be  with  a viewr  to  drike  the  colours  of  our  conditution,— 
I will  hold  thofe  to  be  more  naturally  and  fafely  its  pro- 
tectors, who  glory  to  confider  it  as  parly  their  own 
work,  and  fhall  not  hefitate  to  rely  on  their  fcrupulous 
vigilance  in  guarding  from  attack  an  independence  which 
they  have  reared.  Thefe,  Sir,  are  my  preliminary  fen- 
timents; — but  now  to  confider  the  meafure  on  its  own 
grounds.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  podefs  legifiatures 
independent  and  didinet  ; but  dill,  are  not  the  lifter 
countries  but  fractions  of  one  empire,  the  dominion  of 
one  King?  and  is  it  not  the  duty  of  each  legiflature.to 
endeavour  to  preferve  the  integrity  of  the  whole  empire* 
and  refid  meafures  that  tend  to  i-ts  difmemberment,  or 
weaknefs  ? Is  not  every  imperial  quedion  a fubject  which 
both  legifiatures  are  competent  to  difeufs  ? At  lead  to 
watch  attentively  the  intereds  of  Britain  rs  the  bounden 
and  undoubted  duty  of  the  Britifh  parliament ; and  grwe 
me  leave  tO  fay  that  the  tranquillity',  the  union,  the 
drength,  and  the  attachment  of  Ireland  and  its  people,  is 
a grand  and  effential  intereft  of  Britain.  God  God  ! Mis 
Speaker,  let  us  be  candid  and  confident.  When,  on  the 
late  occafion  of  a defeent  upon  our  coads,  fome  gentle- 
men arraigned  Great  Britain  of  remiflnefs,  what  was  the 
reply  ? (And  I joined  in  itmyfelf,)  it  was  replied  that  the 
value  of  Ireland  wras  too  great,  and  too  notorious,  *o 
admit  the  poflibility  of  England’s  negle&ing  her  defence. 


Ai  id  ls'iingland  then  to  fit  filent  and  indifferent,  while*, 
this  valuable  and  diftracled  .country  is  tearing  out  its  own 
bowels  ? Is  this  rcafon,  Mr.  Speaker,  or  is  it.juflice  ? 
To  watcii  then  the  mcafufes  connected  with  this  object 
appears  to  be  the  proper  bulinefsfor  aniEnglifli  houfe  of 
commons.  Sa,  undoubtedly,  to  watch  them,  as  not  w 

encroach  on  the  independence  of  the  lifter  country. 

Engl  and  mult  not  modify,  nor  fruftrate,  nor  repeal  the 
legiflative  acts  of  independent  Ireland/  She  is  juft  and. 
generous:  fhe  never  will  attempt  it.  The  attempt  would 
fee  an  open  attack  oVa  our  constitution  — and  ought  to  be 
reiifted,  not  with  arguments,  but  with  arms.  But  is 
there  any  claufe  in  the  a6t  creating  Irifh  independence, 
which  forbids  an  Engkfh  houfe  of  commons  to  addrefs 
its  monarch  ? To  addrefs  him  on  the  fubject  of  Britifh 
interefts  ? Thofe  interefts  wijich  it  is  their  peculiar  pro,*? 
vince  to  protect,,  and  which  nmft  frequently  identify  wi til- 
th e interefts  of  Ireland,  inafniuch  as  they  are  inseparably 
ioined  with  the  larger  interefts  of  the  empire  ? or  Is  there 
any  claufe  which  prescribes  the  topics  to'  which,  exclu- 
fivelv,  fuch  addrefs  muft  be  confined  ? This  would  not  be 
fo' properly  to  afleit  Irifh  independence,  as  to  invade  the 
liberties  of  England,  in  the  privileges  of  its  parliament* 
But  the  addrefs  which  has  given  rife  to  this  difcuflibii  {lends 
to  engage  the  crown  to  exert  its  influence  for  Certain  pur- 
poses with  the  parliament  of  Ireland  : and  what  then  : ' 

That  de  feflo  the  crown  poflefles  influence  is  certain  : — - 
and  I feel  warranted  in  adding  that  it  poflefies  it  de  jure* 
Nothing  which  is  inevitable  can  be  unconftitutional ; and 
and  the  fame  caufes  which  are  neceflafy  to  uphold  a li- 
mitted  monarchy,  operate  inevitably  to  the  creation  of 
fuch  an  influence.  Accordingly  it  is  not  its  exiftence, 
but  only  its  excefs  an  I abufe  which  are  unconflitutsoiral.* 
In  I'-QJ  the  crown  conftitutionally  and  fuccefsfuily exerted 
this  influence  on  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholics  ; and  if 
the  tendency  of  the  prefent  addrefs  be  only  to  engage  the 
influence  of  the  Crown,  on  behalf  of  the  true  interefts 
of  Ireland,  there  is  nothing  on  this  score  objebfionable 
in  the  addrefs  : for  it  cannot  be  unconftitutional  to  re- 
commend, to  the  Crowns  to  do  an  which  is  permitted  by 
the.  conftitution,. 
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The  Britifh  cabinet  does  not  addrefs  the  Crown  <o 
exert  its  influence  for  certain  purpofes  with  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  ; but  there  are  many  who  do  not  fcruple 
to  fufpeCt  that  without  addrefling,  it  has  found  means  ©f 
prevailing  with  the  crown.  Why  flept  the  fcruples  or  our 
patriotic  courtiers  ? our  new-tangled  advocates  tor  Irifh 
independence  ? Here  was  the  dumbling-block  at  which 
they  fhould  have  tripped — and  having  overleaped  it,  they 
ought  not  now  to  faulter  at  a draw. 

This  an  attack  on  Irifli  independence  ! Then  it  mud  be 
confell'ed  to  be  a mod  extraordinary  one  indeed!  I will 
read  you  a part  of  this  attack : 

tc  In  1782,  great  and  general  difeontent  prevailed  in 
Ireland  on  account  of  the  dependance  of  the  Irifh  legis- 
lature. It  was  deemed  prudent  by  the  Britifh  parliament 
to  remove  this  ground  of  difeontent,  and  to  pafs  an  a 61 
recognizing  the  independence  of  the  Irifh  legiflature.— - 
I am  not  now  to  conlider  whether  this  a6t  fhould  be  view- 
ed as  a boon,  or  as  a recognition.  For  my  own  party  in- 
deed, 1 always  confidered  it  as  the  recognition  of  aright , not 
the  exercife  of  an  indulgence.  Having  propofed  that  meafure, 
however , ( whether  it  be  taken  as  a boon  or  a recognition ) 1 think 
myfelf  bound  to  follow  up  the  principle  on  which  it  proceeded . 
•which  was  to  make  Ireland  fubflantially  and  in  effetl  independent 
of  this  country— to  give  her , not  on  paper , or  in  theory , bu* 
in  pojfejjion  and  enjoyment , the  advantages  of  a jree  conjli- 
tutiou." 

Surely  this  mud  be  confefled  to  be  ftrangc  hafliiity.— > 
It  is  as  if  an  army  fhould  preface  its  attack  by  flinging 
«lown  its  arms.  But  whatwrere  the  motives  which  influ- 
enced Mr.  Fox  and  the  oppofltion  ? In  the  fird  place,  I 
might  recommend  it  to  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  not 
to  be  too  fcrupulous  in  inveftigaung  motives,  for  feai  the 
enquiry  fhould  be  retorted  on  theinfelves  ; but  in  the  ie- 
cond  place  I would  fay,  that  though  where  the  meafure 
is  equivocal,  the  motive  may  be  material— as  by  detect- 
ing it  we  throw"  a light  on  the  doubtful  tendency  of  the 
meafure  ; yet  where  this  latter  is  manifefl  and  ufefnl,  the 
-motive  is  altogether  immaterial*  Let  the  meafure  be  but 
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afeful,  and  I am  indifferent  as  to  tlic  views  of  Kim  who 
brings  it  forward’.  But  here  has  been  a libel  on  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland  ! From  my  foul  I hope  fo  ! But  does 
it  follow  that  we  fhould  have  recourfe  to  this  vindicatory 
meafaje?  No  fuch  thing.  I will  tell  you,  Sir,  how  a 
parliament,  when  libeled,  fhould  reply.  It  fhculd 
reply  by  the  dignity  of  its  conduct,  by  the  wifdom,  the 
purity,  the  patriotism  of  its  meafures  ; by  the  confidence, 
the  gratitude,  the  attachment  of  its  people. 

f ir.  Erowite  [College]  laid,  it  was  a little  wnimficai 
o hear  gentlemen  fo  exceedingly  warm  for  the  conflitu- 
■:ion  and  the  rights  of  Ireland,  who  either  had  oppofed 
the  acq'uilition  of  that  conftituticn  and  thofe  rights,  or 
acled  at  lead  in  general  with  thofe  who  had  done'fo.  He 
was  glad,  however,  that  though  late,  they  had  difco- 
vered  the  beauties  of  that  conffitmion  which  they  f or-' 
merly  fo  ftrenuoufiy  reprobated,  and  were  become  its 
great  champions-  'They  reminded  him  of  thofe  jealous 
1m founds /who  original W viewed  the  charms  of  their  wives 
with  indifference,  but  hiding  them  generally  admrred  by 
the  world,  began  to  be  in  love  with’ them  tiiemfelves,  ana 
at  lad  fo  much  lb,  as  to  get  into  a violent  paffion,  becaufe 
a certain  gentleman,  from  abroad,'  fafd  they  were  pot  per-, 
feed  beauties,  arid  that  fame  thing  might  nil!  be  a'dded  to 
make  them  complete.  He  congratulated  the  honourable 
gentlemen  now  that  they  had  become  converts  to  this  con-4 
ditution,,  on  their  fuperior  zeal  to  thofe  of  the  firff  faith. 
Hi  s’ Right  Hoh.  Friend  [Mr.  Grattan]  was  quite  outdone 
by  thefe  new  patriots.  Mr.  Fox,  who,  in  1782,  had,  Ire 
;n  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  added  immenfe  weight  to  the 
triends'  of  Infh  emancipation,  was  become  light  £3" air 
when  put  in  the  balance  with  thefe  cumberous  advocates 
for  their  country.  And  he  did  not  doubt,  that  he  fhould 
fooii  fee  the  learned  gentleman  who  brought. forward  this 
debate,  exchange  with  the  gentleman  lie  abufed  the  proud 
t'tleof  the  man  of  the  people.  After  going  on  tor  fame 
time  in' this  drain  of  irony,  Mr.  Browne  proceeded  to 
mention  ills  particular  roafons  for  not  fitting  blent  this 
night.  His  veneration  for  Mr.  Fox,  and  his  indignation 
at  thofe  general  charges  which  had  been 'bellowed  again  d 
winy  man  who  diff  red  from  the  miniFcr-  He  owned 

bis 


f 5 1 3 1 


Ii5s  veneration  for  Mr.  F.  was  extreme,  and  proportion- 
ate was  the  fhock  he  felt  at  the  calumnies  poured  forth 
to-night.  Fie  had  olten  feen  and  heard  Mr.. Fox  in  .pub- 
lic, and  had  the  honour  of  being  flightly  known  to  him. 
in  private.  -Whether. he  considered  his  tal.ents,  his  inte- 
grity, liis  knowledge,  that  capacity  of  mind  which  Teem- 
ed intuitively,  to  lee  the  confequences  and  conclusions* 
which,  in  the  minds  of  others,  required  long  and  labo- 
rious dedu&ion  ; .that  rapidity  of  vehement  eloquence, 
only  to  be  equalle  1 by  an  almoft  miraculous  rapidity  of 
idcas—that  for.clighty  and  almoft  prophetic  fpirit  which 
enabled  him  to  forefee  all  the  calamities  into  which  wc 
liave  fallen,  and  to  point  out,  ftep  by  Step,  all.  thole 
meafures  which  would  have  prevented  them;  that  fua- 
vi'ty  of  manners,  fucli  a contrail  to  the  ridiculous  infolence 
and  brutal  hauglninefs  of  little  men  in  power,  or  that 
mode-fly  of  foul  which  made  him  apparently  unconfcious 
oT  his  natural  precedence  to  other  men  ; in  whatever 
light  he  viewed  him.*  he  had  always  appeared  to  him  as 
a fupeiior  being,  With  refpe6l  to  his  integrity,  no  man 
can  doubt  that  hind*  he  been  made  of  common  mould,  of 
fuch  materials  asMjrrifters  are  ufuallymade  of,  he  w^ould 
have  been  in  power  thefe  many  years  part,  and  many  of 
thofe  who  now  abufe.him,  crouching  at  his  feet.  With 
refpc6l  to  his  love  for  Ireland,  he  had  manifefted  it  on 
every  occafion  ; he  had  in  1782  and  1784  moll  ably,  con- 
tributed to  its  prefent  Conftitution,  and  in  the  very  fpeech 
now  alluded  to,  and  faid  to  be  his,  .declared  the  recog- 
nition of  her  independence  a right,  not  a boon.  He 
had  endeavoured  to  avert  the  mod  dreadful  calamities 
from  our  lifter  country — he  was  now  ftriyjng'.to  do  fo 
from  this— he  was,  indeed*  entitled  to  fay  with  refpc6l 
to  both 

Si  pergatna  dextra 

Servari  poffenty  hac  quoque  defenfa  fuijfant. 

Mr.  Browne  then  proceeded  to  the  particular  charge 
now  brought  againft  this  alledged  fpeech,  which  he  faid 
was  entirely  founded  in  miheprefentation.  Mr.  Fox  had 
moved  afi  addrefs  to  the  Crown  to  ufe  its  benign  influ- 
ence to  quiet  the  dife  on  tents  in  Ireland;  why  not?  he 
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fcad  a Tight  to  do  fo.  The  difcon tents  of  Ireland  were 
an  imperial  concern?  affedfing  the  welfare?  if  not  the 
exigence  of  the  Whole  empire.  Were  England  in  the 
fame  ruinous  flate,  as  her  ruin  would  draw  the  ruin  of 
Ireland  along  with  it,  he?  as  a member  of  the  Irifh  Par- 
liament? fhould  think  he  had  an  equal  right  to  move  an 
addrefs  to  the  Crown  in  a flmilar  manner.  Had  Mr. 
Fox?  indeed,  in  the  addrefs?  propofed  any  fpecific  mea- 
fure?  or  defired  the  houfe  of  Commons  of  England  to 
di elate  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  particular  adts?  that 
might  be  interfering  with  our  independence.  He  did  r.o 
fuch  thing  ; our  independence  was  dear  to  him?  and  he 
had  always  proved  it*  He  mentioned  indeed  his  opinion, 
that  certain  meafures  would  fave  this  country  ; and  had 
he  not  a right?  as  a member  of  Parliament?  to  mention 
his  opinion  ? Where  then  was  this  mighty  libel  ? He  be- 
lieved he  had  found  it  out.  Mr.  Fox  had  the  prefump- 
fion  to  fay,  that  really  the  influence  of  the  Crown  could 
produce  efFedls  in  this  houfe,  and  that  thofe  efledfs  were 
not  always  agreeable  to  the  people.  Wonderful  libel  ! 
perfectly  falfe  to  be  fure  ! Had  no  man  heard  of  fuch  a 
charge  before?  had  no  body  in  that  houfe  ever  hinted  at 
fuch  a thing  ? had  any  man  a doubt  of  the  fadf  ? He 
was  furprifed  how  men  could  preferve  their  gravity? 
when  they  brought  forward  fuch  accufations.  After  a 
variety  of  other  arguments  to  prove  the  innocence  of 
Mr.  Fox’s  addrefs?  and  his  remarkable  love  for  this  coun- 
try fo  often  manifefled?  Mr.  Browne  proceeded  to  ani- 
madvert on  the  abufe  and  calumnies  which  had  been 
'thrown  out  that  night?  on  the  molt  rcfpedlable  men.  Mr. 
Fox  had  been  called  the  head  of  a rabble  were  the 
eighty  gentlemen  who  fupported  him  a rabble  ? Thofe 
who  voted  with  him  wTere  accufed  of  endeavouring  to 
promote  rebellion  in  England,  and  were  difappointed  of 
feeking  to  do  it  in  Ireland.  Was  this  meant  to  apply  to 
the  Dukes  of  Norfolk  and  Bedford?  the  Earl  of  Moira, 
the  Marquis  of  L an fd own?  and  the  Peers  who  wrere  in 
the  fame  opinion  ? He  commented  fharply  on  the  impo- 
licy, as  well  as  the  wickednefs,  of  bringing  charges  of 
treafon  againft  every  man  who  differs  in  opinion  from 
the  Minifter?  or  reprobates  the  conceptions  of  Govern- 
ment ; in  higher  life  and  ftrong  minds,  it  might  produce 

no 
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no  fenfation  but  contempt ; in  weaker  ones,  and  among 
the  vulgar,  he  knew  nothing  fo  likely  to  make  a traitor, 
as  the  perpetually  calling  a man  by  that  name.  He  con- 
cluded by  fomc  obfervations  on  Lord  Fitz william’s  Ad- 
miniftration,  of  whom  he  fpoke  in  the  highed  language 
of  encomium,  and  laid  he  fhould  think  him  felt  the 
bafed  of  men,  if  he  fat  Quietly  to  hear  that  nobleman 
calumniated. 

* ■ * r ; t ,,  ' * 1 J ' 

Mr.  Pelham  thought  it  would  have  been  better 
not  to  have  dife tided  this  quedion,  as  no  meafores  had 
been  taken  by  the  Englifh  Legillature  in  confequence  of 
it.  He  could  not,  however,  reprefs  his  hearty  difap- 
probation  of  the  fpeech,  whether  fpoken  by  Mr.  Fox 
or  not,  if  it  means  any  thing  it  mud  mean  to  take  up 
the  caufe  of  the  People  of  Ireland  againft  its  Parliament, 
as  having  deferted  its  duty  ; that  it  had  done  fo  he  denied ; 
the  people  owed  every  thing  to  Parliament— -its  indepen- 
dence, and  their  commerce.  lie  allowed  that  the  Par- 
liament of  England  had  a right  to  controul  the  eondu6l 
of  the  Britifh  Minider  in  every  indance  where  the  em- 
pire was  concerned,  and  confequently  in  their  condu6! 
refpecling  Ireland ; but  he  would  never  agree  to  make 
Minifters  anfwer&ble  for  the  a6ls  of  the  Legillature.  He 
thought  this  affair  would  be  bed  got  rid  of  by  taking  no 
farther  notice  of  it. 

Mr.  Ponsoney  fupported  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Fox^ 
and  Mr.  Duignan  replied. 

i * * , . 

The  quedion  was  then  put  on  the  order  of  the  day, 
by  which  Dr.  Duignan’s  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
dividon.  Adjourned. 
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T ridayj  May  5,  i'7^7. 

Read  a fecond  time  the  fpirit  licence  bill,  and  commit- 
ted for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  M.  Beresford  moved,  that  the  committee  on 
this  hill  fhould  be  empowered  to  receive  a clanfe  to  ena- 
ble rnagiltrates  to  withdraw  licenfesfrom  houfcs  in  which 
feditious  meetings  are  held. 

xThe  Speaker  informed  him  that  this  claufe  might 
be  introduced  without  any  fpceial  motion  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Tlie  committee  of  fupply  fat. 

The  Chan,  of  Ex.  moved,  that  tlie  fum  of  25,00c!/ 
be  granted  to  the  Royal  Canal  Company,  for  the  com- 
pletion of  that  work,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per 
arm.  inter  eft. 

After  afhort  conversation  between  Mr.  Annefley,  Co- 
lonel Blaquiere  and  Sir  John  McCartney,  relative  to 
fomc  former  prcmifes  of  the  latter  gentleman,  to  expofe 
the  falfe eftimates  which  had  formerly  been  prefented  by 
the  Royal  Canal  Company;  the  motion  was  carried,  Sir 
j.  McCartney  having  declared  himfelf  ready  to  verify  his 
promife  it  called  on  by  the  Iloufe,  and  to  hate  a remedy 
when  die  bill  fhould  be  introduced  to  prevent  the  public 
from  being  injured  by  iimilar  falfhoods. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  ordered  for  to-mor- 
row. 

In  committee  on  the  bank  reftriiSlion  bill— went  thro* 
it.  Adjourned. 


WCDNESE  AYj 
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Wednesday,  May  io,  1797. 


Attorney  General  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  $ 
bill  for  the  relief  of  perfons  who  had  omitted  or  might 
gmit  to  pay  the  {lamp-duties  on  certain  deeds  therein  men- 
tioned, &c.— - alfo  to  bring  in  a bill  for  cohering  into  one 
a£l  all  the  laws  now  exifting  that  relate  to  the  luburbs, 
&c.  of  this  city. 

Leave  granted,  and  the  bills  fhortly  afterwards  were 
prefented  and  read  a firlt  time. 

The  bank  capital  extenfion  bill  read  a third  time  and 
palled — read  and  agreed  to  the  report  ot  the  committee 
of  fuppiy  which  fat  yefterday  on  her  royal  highnefs’s  pen- 
non ; a bill  purfuant  to  that  report  was  brought  in  and 
read  a fiiil  time. 

Read  and  agreed  to  a report  from  the  committee  of 
fuppiy  granting  n,oool.  to  the  commilfioners  of  wide 
ftreets  for  opening  the  paflage  from  Carlifle-bridge  to  the 
Cuftom-houfe,  and  alfo  for  granting  a certain  fum 
to  the  Royal  Canal  Company  agreeably  to  their  peti- 
tion. 

On  this  latter  part  of  the  report,  Mr.  Annefley  obferv- 
ed  on  the  frauds,  miftatements,  and  falfe  eftimates  which, 
it  had  been  aliened  by  an  hon.  Knight  on  a former  occa- 
fion,  had  been  reforted  to  by  this  company  to  obtain 
grants  from  parliament.  He  was  forry  that  honourable 
member  was  not  now  in  his  place  to  bring  forward  to  the 
houfe,  as  he  had  engaged  to  do,  proofs  of  thefe  charges. 
Lor  himfelf  he  believed  they  weie  well  founded.  That 
company  on  their  firlt  application  to  parliament,  in  order 
to  elude  the  rules  of  the  Houfe,  which  required  thatedi- 
mates  fhould  be  made  and  feSi  ions  taken  of  the  work  p^ro- 
pofed,  before  any  money  fhould  be  granted  for  its  com- 

3 C 3 pletion 


t 5*3  1 

pletion,  had  employed  two  common  mafons,  and  paid 
them  for  making  up  an  edimate  for  a canal  much  lefs  deep 
and  more  narrow  than  that  which  they  intended  to  make, 
which  edimate,  according  to  them*  was  500I.  per  mile  $ 
the  work  already,  though  not  carried  more  than  16  miles* 
has  cod  at  the  rate  of  25,0001.  per  mile.  He  mentioned 
a variety  of  other  inflances  in  which  the  Company  had 
failed  to  fulfil,  or  had  Satisfied  their  engagements  with  the 
public,  and  concluded  by  declaring  that  he  would  pro- 
pofe,  when  the  bill  fhould  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the 
report,  fuch  provifions  as  fhould  prevent  the  public  from 
being  again  deceived  in  the  fame  manner- 

The  report  was  agreed  to,  and  a bill  according  to  its 
tenor  preferred  and  read  a firft  time. 

MelTage  from  the  Lords,  with  the  election  bill,  the 
parochial  chapel  bill,  and  the  papers  which  had  been  fent 
from  the  fecrct  committee  of  the  Commons  to  that  of  the 
Lords.  - 

REPORT  FROM  THE  SECRET 
v • ' COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Pelham,  without  any  preface,  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  feeret  committee  appointed  to  confiderof 
the  papers  feized  in  Belfaff,  and  to  report  their  opinion 
thereon.  This  report,  which  confifts  of  fixty-nine  folio 
pages,  was  read  at  full  length  by  the  clerk  ; we  mud  con- 
tent ourfelves  with  giving  a general  fummary  of  its  con- 
tents. . ; : 

The  committee  began  by  dating,  that  they  confidered 
it  to  be  effential  to  a proper  difeharge  of  the  duty  impo- 
fed  on  them,  not  to  confine  their  enquiries  to  the  fpecific 
papers  fubmitted  to  their  confideration,  but  to  go  back  to 
examine  into  the  principles  and  motives  ol  the  fociety  of 
United  Irifhmen  at  its  fird  formation  ; they  aifiert,  that  in 
confequence  of  this  examination,  they  find  that  the  foci- 
cty,  under  the  pretext  of  promoting  a parliamentary  re- 
fprm  and  what  they  called  emancipation  of  the  Catholics, 
harboured  a defign  to  difunite  this  country  lrom  Great 
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Britain,  to  overthrow  the  prefent  coeftitution,  and  efta- 
eftablifh  in  its  (lead  a republican  form  of  government. — 
The  committee  reft  this  opinion  in  a great  mcafu re  on  a 
letter  written  by  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  a very  active 
member  of  that  fociety,  to  his  friends  in  Belfaft,  which 
letter  they  give  at  large  in  their  report,  and  in  which  there 
appear  a number  of  expreflions  which  feem  to  indicate 
that  Mr.  Tone  co.nfidered  the  Britifh  connexion  as  the 
bane  of  Irifh  profperity-— that  the  difiolution  of  that  con- 
nexion would  be  the  regeneration  of  Ireland,  and  that  to 
wade  the  ftrength  of  the  people  in  the  purfuit  of  fubor- 
dinate  meafures,  was  equally  abfurd  as  to  turn  the  whole 
attention- of  the  phyiician  to  a fore  finger  when  the  pati- 
ent was  labouring  under  a mortification  of  the  bowels. — 
Another  giound  of  this  opinion  of  the  committee  is  the 
declaration  publifhed  by  the  fociety  of  United  Irifhmcn 
in  Dublin,  in  the  year  1791,  when  Mr.  Rowan  and  Dr. 
Drenan  were  chairman  and  fecretary,  in  which  the  pro- 
minent principle  is,  that  none  but  the  people  can  /peak  the  will 
cf  the  people.  After  having  given  thole  proofs  in  .fupport 
of  the  opinion  which  they  form  of  the  defigns  and  princi- 
ples of  the  fociety,  the  committee  proceed  to  the  papers. 
In  the  fiift  inftance  they  ftate  the  manner  in  which  thefe 
papers  had  been  feized  in  the  houfe  of  John  Alexander  at 
Belfaft,  by  captain  Barber  of  the  artillery  and  Mr.  Fox 
of  the  ordnance  ; they  recite  circumftantially  in  what 
rooms  and  in  what  company  they  had  been  found,  and 
infer  from  thefe  circumftances  that  they  were  the  papers 
of  two  committees  of  United  Irifhmen.  The  committee 
theq  trapferibe  at  large  feveral  of  the  papers;  and  in  the 
iirft  place,  one  wThich  gives  an  account  of  the  conftitu-> 
tion  of  the  fociety.  By  this  it  appears  that  the  fociety  is 
organized  in  a very  periebf  manner  ; the  loweft  conftituent 
part  of  it  is  the  baronial  committee,  or  the  committee  of  the 
members  who  live  in  cne  barony.  When  this  committee 
in  any  barony  becomes  numerous,  it  is  fplit  by  the  prin~ 
ciple  of  the  conftitution  into  two  committees.  When  a 
certain  number  of  thefe  committees  are  formed  in  a coun- 
ty, they  elecl  members  who  Iprm  a county  committee ; when 
a certain  number  of  county  committees  arc  formed,  they 
eledf  deputies  wdio  conlfitute  a provincial  committee ; and 
again,  when  two  or  more  of  thefe  committees  are  created, 
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tliey  cleft  memtx  rs  who  form  the  higheft  member  of  ti;C 
focieiy,  a national  committee.  The  refpeclive  duties  of  each 
of  thefe  denominations  are  accurately  marked,  and  the 
refpe&ive  provinces  affigned  to  them.  Tliey  are,  among 
other,  things,  empowered  to  raife  money  in  certain  pro- 
portions, and  to  diftribute  it  in  pertain  ways, — fuch  as 
providing  arms  and  ammunition  j Tuppiying  the  members 
who  fuffer  for  the  caufe  by  irnprifonment  or  otherwife, 
with  neceflarics,  and  with  the'  means  of  defence  ; provid- 
ing for  the  wives  and  families  of  thofe  who  may  1 all  in  the 
field  or  in  any  other  way  for  the  common  for  vice ; — they 
are  enabled  to  regulate  the  elesSlion  of  military  officers ; 
and,  in  a wordy  fome  branch  or  other  of  this  organized 
body  is  enabled  to  regulate  every  thing  which  relates  to 
the  military*  the  financial,  or  the  judicial  department. 
With  refpeef  to  the  laft,  there  is  a particular  provifion 
which  fixes  the  manner  in  which' the  tribunal  fhall  be 
chofen,  whe,  v/hen  a revolution  begins,  fhall  decide  on 
the  property  and' even  the  lives  of  accufed  individuals  ; — 
and  there  is  another  provifion  which  declares  what  de- 
feription  of  fufpe6ied  p'erfons  fhall  not  be  fuffered  to  en- 
ter the  ranks  .when  the  conflict" fhall  begin;-  This  paper 
contains  alfo  the  oath  or  teft  which  is  to  be  taken  by  the 
private  members  and  the  comruittee-men,  by  the  fee  Ire  ta- 
ries,  treafurers,  &c. ; that  of  the-  privates  is  little  more 
than  a promife  <c  to  promote  as  far  as  in  him  lies  a bro- 
therhood and  union  among  Irifhmen=— and  that  he  will 
not  through  hope  or  fear,  or  any  other  motive,  give  evi- 
dence againft  any  of  his  brethren,  or  betray  any  expressi- 
ons which  he  may  hear  at  the  meetings  of  the  fociety.” — • 

* The  other  papers  which  the  committee  have  copied  into 
their  report,  are  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  fub- 
committees  of  the  United  Irifhmen,  and  reports  on  a va- 
riety of  fubje&s.  They  contain  in  the  firfl  place  accu- 
rate returns  of  the  numbers  of  men  who  have  at  different 
periods  become  members  of  the  body,  fpecifying  the  pie- 
cife  number  in  the  particular  counties,  towns,  and  dif- 
tridls  ; they  contain  alfo  a return  eq-uaiiy  minute  of  the 
fums  fubferibed  by  each  refpeclive  place*. and  the  manner 
and  purpofestor  which  the  money  has  been  expended.— 
The  returns  of  guns,  bayonets,  fwords,  pikes,  cannon, 
powder  in  barrels  and  in  weight,  of  ball  cartridges,  of 
• ■ * - • i bullets* 
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bullets,  &c.  &c.  are  all  reported  with  equal  accuracy* 
and  always  accompany  the  returns  of  the  men  and  mo- 
ney. By  thefe  returns  it  appears)  that  the  fociety,  within 
a fl.ort  time,  and  from  beginnings  comparatively  un&ll* 
has  rifen  to  a number  truly  formidable— not  lets  at  this 
Inomen  t than  one  h und  rf.  i>  Til  oisano  m £ N !— -The 
amount  of  th  ir  arms,  though  far  from  being  common- 
.furate  to  their  numbers,  appears  to  be  very  confiderable, 
and  they  reckon  among  their  ordnance  eight  pieces  of  can- 
non and  one  mortar.  In  their  money  accounts  are  found 
■accurate  ilatements  of  their  expenditure  for  affifting  pri- 
foners,  purchafmg  arms,  &c.— ■ and  in  one  return  it  is  re- 
markable, that  the  officer  who-  remits  it  fays,  <c  this  mo- 
ney has  been  paid  fomewhat  before  the  ufual  time,  bec&ufe 
at  is  expebled  our  friends  will  foon  arrive  at  Bantry#**  or 
woids  to  that  elfedd ; and  feyeral  inftanc  s occur  in  thefe 
papers  ol  allulions  to  the  expected  arrival  of  thefe  friends* 
In  iome  papers  the  committees  earnestly  exhort  their  peo- 
ple to  temperance,  to  fobriety,-.  andto  peace,  obferving 
that  the  vvilh  of  government  was  to  go  3d  them  into  in- 
furrebfion,  by  which  the  hopes  of  the  people  would  be 
defeated,  not  only  now,  but  perhaps  for  .ever.;  and  in 
one  place  occurs  the  remarkable  and  ambiguous  .advice# 
“ to  have  nothing  to-  dp  with  the  father  op  his  Ion.*  — 
That  the  fociety  exercjfe  a judicial  authority  over  their 
members,  appears  alfo  by  thefe  papers,  for  in  mere  than 
one  of  them  there  is  mention  made  of  certain  perfons  who 
had  been  charged  with  offences  having  been  trie 4 and  «}f- 
quitted ; and  one  inftance  is  found  of  the  Executive  com- 
mittee having  been  purged  by  another  branch  of  thebody 
for  an  abufe  of  their  truft  ; thiee-fourths  of  them  were 
removed,  and  men  of  acknowledged  merit  fubftituted  in 
their  room.  In  fome  of  the  minutes  are  to  be  found  the 
names  or  the  initials  of  perfons  reported  as  bad,  or  un- 
found  and  dangerous  members  ; exhortations  are  frequent 
to  avoid  communicating  on  the  affairs  of  the  fociety  with 
perfons  who  had  not  taken  the  teft  ; and  in  one  cafe  it  is 
faid,  that  the  old  pa fs- word  of  the  body  was  obliged  to 
be  changed,  ire  confequenee  of  fame  negligence  of  this 
kind ; it  is  ftrongly  inculcated  on  the  committees  to  take 
care  that  the  men  fhould  be  regularly  and  judidoulJy 
formed  iqto  companies  and  battalions,  that  the  men  Ihouhi 
. * ’•  • be. 
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be  well  known  to  their  officers,  and  the  officers  to  the 
men,  and  that  all  Should  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to 
appear  at  a moment’s  warning,  as  it  was  not  known  how 
foon  they  might  be  called  out. 

The  committee  again  take  occafion  to  obferve,  that  it 
appears  from  thefe  papers  that  the  United  Irifhmen  made 
a pretext  of  reform  and  emancipation  to  cover  a delign  to 
Subvert  inftead  of  amending  the  conflitution,  to  confis- 
cate property  and  extinguish  the  poiTefTors  of  it ; and  this 
they  infer,  arguendo , from  the  circumftance  that  thefe  two 
objedts  have  not  been  mentioned  in  thefe  papers  as  the  end 
of  their  inflitution.  In  further  corroboration  of  this 
opinion,  they  tranferibe  a paper  called  the  Donaghadee 
resolutions,  in  which  it  is  emphatically  flated  « to  have 
been  the  opinion  of  the  bell  ilatefmen,  philofophers  and 
divines,  that  all  power  originates  wfith  the  people— that 
when  tyrants  ufurp  power,  or  governors  legitimately 
conflicted  degenerate  into  tyrants,  it  becomes  the  right 
and  the  duty  of  the  people  to  take  arms  to  wreft  that 
power  from  the  hands  which  abufe  it,  and  reflore  it  to 
thofe  to  whom  it  of  right  belongs,”  &c.  &c.  The  report 
goes  on  to  flats  that  it  has  appeared  to  the  committee, 
though  they  are  not  at  liberty  to  difclofe  the  evidence, 
partly  becaufe  it  was  merely  oral,  and  partly  becaufe  it 
might  be  neceflary  hereafter  to  produce  it  before  a court 
of  juftice,  that  atfafiinations  had  been  encouraged  by  the 
fociety,  and  that  great  pains  had  been  taken  to  Seduce  the 
fidelity  of  the  Soldiery  ; but  the  committee  declare  them- 
felves happy  in  being  able  to  (late  that  his  Majefty’s  troops 
have  remained  fleady  and  faithful,  and  that  the  houfe  may 
place  the  utmofl  confidence  in  their  exertions. 

The  report  having  been  read,  Mr.  Pelham  Said  it 
would  be  unneceffary  for  him  at  prefent  to  trouble  the 
houfe  with  many  observations,  becaufe  as  a committee  of 
the  Lords  were  at  prefent  fitting  on  the  fame  fubjedf,  the 
onlyflep  which  ought  now  to  be  taken  war.  to  fend  the 
report  to  them.  He  could  not,  however,  help  observ- 
ing, that  what  had  now  tranfpired  mult  convince  every 
man  that  it  was  not  legislation  w’hich  Should  be  reforted  to, 
to  reprefs  this  daring  and  dark  conspiracy,  but  to  thofe 
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prong  meafjres  which  the  executive  government  had  alrea- 
dy adopted,  with  die  approbation  of  the  houfe.  This 
report  juftified  in  the  ful left  extent  thofe  meafurcs,  and  at 
the  lame  time  called  on  the  gentlemen  of  that  houfe,  and 
on  every  loyal  fubje61,  to  ft  rain  every  nerve  to  put  down 
this  focicty  : Nor  did  he  think,  formidable  as  they  might 
appear,  that  there  was  any  reafon  to  fear  that  the  loyalty 
of  the  country  and  the  force  of  the  ftate,  would  not  be 
fully  fufficient  to  crufh  them.  Their  numbers  it  was  rea- 
fonaole  to  believe,-  had  been  greatly  exaggerated  in  thefe 
papers,  as  it  was  plain  that  they  tried  every  mode  to  keep 
up  the  fpirits  of  their  deluded  followers,  as  well  by  faK 
lacious  ftatements  of  their  force,  as  by  the  expectation 
of  foreign  afliftance.  For  hjs  own  part,  he  believed  the 
great  body  of  the  people  were  loyal,  and  he  would  be 
pro iid  to  exert  every  power  he  poflefied  jn  oppofing  this 
band  of  daring  traitors.  He  believed  that  among  the 
members  who  formed  the  fociety  of  United  Irifhmen, 
there  were  many  much  lefs  criminal  than  others;  many 
he  believed  might  have  been  feduced  to  join  them  ]py  the 
fpecious  pretexts  cf  reform,  &c.  and  might  have  conti- 
nued among  them  from  the  ignorance  of  their  true  de~ 
ftgns,  which  it  appeared  they  were  fo  defirous  of  con- 
cealing from  the  great  body  of  their  members ; but  he 
hoped  that  the  publication  of  this  report  would  open 
their  eyes  and  fhew  them  the  danger  and  the  crimes  into 
which  they  were  haftening.  He  hoped  this  report  would 
open  the  eyes  of  other  perfons  alfo  ; no  man  in  that  houfe 
he  was  fure  would  deny  that  parliamentary  reform  and 
Catholic  emancipation  were  fair  queftions  for  difeuffion* 
either  in  or  out  of  parliament ; but  he  was  confident 
that  when  it  was  known  that  thefe  were  only  made  pre- 
tences for  introducing  confifcation,  murder,  and  a repub- 
lic, they  would  be  lefs  zealous  in  urging  thefe  queftions 
at  fuch  a time.  Fie  concluded  by  moving  that  this  re- 
port be  communicated  to  the  committee  of  the  Lords,  and 
that  it  be  printed.  Ordered. 

In  committee  on  the  report  of  the  foundling-hofpital 

committee, 

Mr. 


r 


[ SH  3 

Mr.  D.  Browne  called  in  Sir  J.  Trail,  and  was  pro^ 
ceeding  to  examine  him,  when  the  examination  ol  that 
gentleman  was  objedled  to,  as  the  fubftance  of  his  tefti- 
mony  was  already  in  the  report  before  the  committee.— 
A very  captious  converfation  took  place  on  this  quefti- 
on,  in  which  it  was  contended  on  one  fide  that  Dr.  Har- 
vey and  Mr.  WoodroofFe  had  done  their  duty,  and  on 
the  other  that  they  had  been  grofsly  negligent : it  was  ter- 
minated by  ' 

The  Speaker, wt1iq  nt length obferved  t}iat  the  felfion 
was  now  drawing  near  a clofe  ; that  the  great  object  of 
inquiry  was  whether  the  hofpitai  Jiad  been  well  or  ill  ad- 
piiniftered  j that  it  had  appeared,' he  believed  to  every 
One,  that  there  had  been  grofs  negligence,  though  he 
could  not  fay  that  from  'any  evidence  which  had  been  pro- 
duced in  that  committee*  that  uie  phyfici^n  or  furgeon 
had  been  to  blame.  Gentlemen  had  agreed  that  the  infti- 
tution  as  it  now  ftood  ought  to  be  a'bolifhed,  and  fome 
better  onefubffituted  ^ but  inlfead  of  proceeding  to  effect 
this  great  objedf,  they  were  wafling  their  time  incrimi- 
nation which  coqld  net  be  produdfive'  of'  any  good.— 
He  recommended  it,  therefore,  to  the  committee,  to  re- 
port tQ  the  houfe  immediately  fuch  refolutions  as  they  had 
agreed  to,  and  let  thofe  which  related  to  the  officers  drop. 
A bill  for  the  ere£Hon  cf  another  hofpitai  might  then  be 
brought  in,  and  would  probably  have  time  enough  to 
pafs  before  the  end  of  the  feffion,  which  it  could  noi  do 
if  this  kind  of  an  examination  went  on.  : * f-*: 

Mr.  A nnesley  declared  he  would  not  agree  to  drop 
the  refolutions  -which  cenfured  the  phyfician  arid  fur- 
geon. • ' 

* 

In  order  therefore  to  a avoid  a dilfolution  of  the  com- 
mittee,  which  would  have  taken  place  if  they  had  divide 
ed,  there  not  being  40  members  in  the  houfe,  the  chair- 
man reported  progrefs,  and  obtained  leave  to  lit  again  to- 
morrow. ■ • ■ •> 

Aefiourned. 


Thursday, 
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Thursday,  May  ii,  *797* 


Read  a fecond  time  and  committed  for  to-morroWj> 
the  bill  for  colle&ing  into  one  a6t  the  feveral  laws 
now  exifting  relative  to  the  regulation  of  hackney- 
coaches  plying  in  the  city  of  Dublin  and  the  fuburbs 
thereof. 

Received  and  Uead  a firfl  time*  the  bark:  loan  bill'— - 
committed  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Pons  on  by  gave  notice?  that  having  men- 
tioned? before  the  recefs,  his  defign  of  propofing  to  the 
houfe  a motion  on  the  fubje6l  of  parliamentary  re- 
form? he  fhould  on  Monday  next  fubmit  his  ideas  on  that 
fubjccl. 

After  fome  private,  and  apparently  anxious  convoca- 
tion between  the  Attorney  General?  Mr.  Pelham?  &c.— 
the  former  gentleman  rofe?  and  fubmitted  it  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  whether?  refle&ing  ferioufly  on 
the  prefen t very  embarralled  flate  of  the  country?  he 
would  perfevere  in' urging  amotion  on  this  fubjecl .'  lie 
was  convinced  that  the  light  lion,  gentleman  could  have 
no  end  in  view  but  the  good  of  the  country,  but  when 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  conlidered  that  parliamentary 
reform  was  made  a pretext  for  treafori,  and  that  a very 
alarming  confpiracy  at  this  moment  exifted  in  the  coun- 
try, as  appeared  by  the  report  which  was  lad  night  read 
to  the  houfe,  he  hoped  he  would  not  pcrfcverc  in  agitat- 
ing that  queftion. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  replied?  that  having  formerly  an- 
nounced his  intention  of  bringing  forward  the  motion,  he 
had  i ifen  now  merely  to  name  the  day.  With  refpe£l  to 
the  propriety  of  agitating  the  queflion  at  this  time?  he 
had  the  misfortune  of  differing  totoccelo  from  the  learned 
gentleman.  He  confidcred  that  it  was  peculiarly  neceffa- 
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ry  to  agitate  and  to  adopt  this  meafure  at  prefent,  as  he 
only  means  of  effedling  what  he  mod  lincerely  wifhed—— 
the  refloration  of  peace,  confidence,  and  profperity  to 
the  country.  Under  this  irripreflion  he  fhould  certainly 
perfevere  in  bringing  forward  this  bufinefs. 

The  houfe  refolved  into  committee  to  confidcr  further 
the  report  of  the  foundling-hofpital  committee. 

Several  gentlemen  repeated  the  arguments  which  had 
been  urged  on  the  former  night  for  and  again!*  the  refolu- 
tfdn  cenfuring  Dr.  Harvey. 

The  converfation  was  ended  by  Mr.  Maxwell  obferv- 
ing  that  there  were  not  forty  members  in  the  houfe.  The 
committee  was  accordingly  broken  up  without  coming  to 
any  refolution  on  the  fubje£h  The  Speaker  refumed  the 
chair,  and  adjourned  the  houfe  till  to-morrow. 


Friday,  May  i2j  1797* 

Meffage  from  the  Lords  with  Mrs.  Hamilton’s  ahnu  ity 
bill,  to  which  they  had  agreed ; alfo'the  report  of  the 
fecrct  committee. 

Sir  J.  Bla^uIere  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  foundling-hofpital  in  the 
city  of  Dublin,  and  tor  eftablifhing  a foundling-hofpital 
in  every  county.  & c.  Leave  granted. 

The  bill  was  fhortly  after  prefented,  but  on  a fuggel* 
lion  of  the  Speaker  that  as  this  bill  went  to  vote  away  a 
certain  fum  of  the  public  money,  it  could  not  be  received 
until  a committee  of  the  whole  houfe  firfl  fat  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  it,  &c. 


Sir 
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Sir  J.  Bl  A <^u  f £ RE  therefore  mo  ted  that  the  commit^ 
tee  of  fupply  do  lit  to-morrow. 

In  committee  went  through  the  Dublin  fociety  bill,  the 
hackney-coach  bill,  the  linen  bill,  and  the  bank  loan 
bill. 


Adiourned; 

w % 


Monday,  May  i$,  1797. 


The  expectation  of  the  very  important  bufmefs  which, 
was  announced  lor  this  evening,  the  Reform  in  the  Re- 
prefentation,  had  filled  the  galleries  at  three  o’clock.— 
The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  four,  and  proceeded  to 
buiinefs.  Two  debates  followed— the  one  on  the  Lords’ 
Addrefs,  the  other  on  the  Reform.  The  houfe  continued 
to  lit  until  paft  five  next  morning. 

Lord  Castle  re  a gh  pre-occupied  the  attention  of 
the  houfe  by  moving,  that  the  addrefs  of  the  Lords  on 
the  fubjecl  of  the  treafonable  papers,  be  now  taken  into 
confideration.  The  addrefs  contained  ftrong  expreilions 
of  the  loyalty  and  affedlion  of  the  houfe— alluded  in 
very  ftrong  terrhs  to  the  enormity  and  extent  of  this 
traiterous  confpiracy — thanked  his  Majefty  for  the  mea~ 
fares  which  had  been  already  taken  for  reftoring  the  due 
obfervation  of  the  laws,  and  recommended  to  his  adop- 
tion the  moft  fevere  meafures  for  the  complete  fuppref-  ' 
lion  of  thefe  dangerous  diforders.  His  Lordfhip  ani- 
madverted on  the  danger  of  the  confpiracy  which  had 
given  occafion  to  this  addrefs— fta ted  its  objetft  to  be  the 
overthrow  of  cur  moft  excellent  Conftitmion,  and  the 

lepa  ration 


t s*&  ] 

feparatlon  of  this  country  from  Great  Britain — thattoe 
evidence  in  proof  of  thefe  alTertions  had  been  .fo  full  that 
even  the  nioft  feeptic  cpulcj  not  doubt,  and  fo  plain  that 
£0  man  could  queftion  the  inferences  which  had  been 
giade  by  fheir ■ Lordfhips/  His  Lordfhip  then  entered 
into  a long  and  minute  hiftorv  of  the  fociety  of  United 
iFiflimen,  repeating  nearly  wha.t  had  been  faid  on  that 
fubi9<ft  in  the  report  oi  the  fee  ret  committee.'  He  depre- 
cated, in  any  debate  which  might  a rife  on  this  queftiop* 
the  admixture  of  any  foreign  matter  with  this  particular^ 
fiibjecl,  which  was  limply  an  enquiry  into1  the  id  oft  ex- 
traordinary mafs  of  treafon  which ^ had  ever  appeared  in 
this  country  ; to  introduce  any  other  matter  into  the  de- 
bate would  be  ccnftrued  by  the  ignorance  of  the  country 
&§  a proof  that  treafon  and  traitors  had  abettors  even 
within  thefe  walls.  A fpeech  of  much  vehemence  againft 
thl  United  Iiifhme.n,  was  concluded  fey  a motion— » 
that  die  Commons  fhould  agree  with  their  Lordfhips 
this  add  refs/’ 


Mr.  (j R A TT  an  declared  that  he  did  nof  oh  this  fuBj^6t 
\yifh  to  bring  on  a debate,  as  he  would  referve  the  opi- 
nion which  he  meant  to  give  at  large  on  t!ie  ftate  of  the 
country,  for  the  debate  on  the  queftion  of  Reform. — He 
COni:!  not  help,  however,  declaring,  that  to  that  part 
of  the  add  reft  which  expreffed  approbation  of  the  mea- 
fares  of  Government;  he  was  bound  in  conhftency  not 
W give  any  approbation,  neither  could  he  do  fo  of  that 
part  which  prayed  for  a continuance  of  coercion,  be- 
caufe  he  believed  in  his  confidence  that  fuch  meaftires 
^'oiildbe  pro’diuMive  of  no  good. 


Mr.  Smith,  after  a fliort  preface,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, which  alone  could  reconcile  him  to  the  addrefs.’ 
I f is  amendment  was  in  fubftanree  a requeft  that  his  Ma- 
ijefty  would  ufe  conciliatory  measures  to  remove  every 
pretext  of  difeontent  from  the  well  difpofed,  as  well  as 
rneafures  of  coercion  for  the  prevention  and  puniOiment 
of  coni  pi  racy  and  tieafon-— urging  the  neceflity  ot  cor- 
peeling  abufes,  as  well  as  adopting  ftrong  laws  to  reprefs 
d i fa  Iff  cl  ion,  & c . 
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. This  amendment  introduced  much  very  animated  con- 
ieiTatipn  from  Mr.  George  Ponfonby,  Mr.  Fletcher,  Mr. 
Jephfon,  Mr.  Grattan,  and  Mr.  Hoare,  who  fupported 
the  amendment ; which  was  oppofed  by  the  Ait.  General, 
l)enis  Browne,  Mr.  Egan,  Sir  B.  Roche,  Mr.  Alexan- 
der, Meffrs.  J.  and  M.  Bcresford,  Mr.  Ogle,  Mr*  Toler, 
and  Air.  Anncfleyt 
.» 

• } • • * *,  . • 

d'he  mold  contentious  topic  in  the  debate  was  an  ex- 
preflion  which  fell  from  Mr.  Fletcher  in  the  courfe  of 
Iiis  fpeech,  in  which  lie  faid,  that  if  coercive  meafurcs 
were  ip  be  purfued,  the  whole  country  muft  be  coerced, 
for  the  fpirit  of  infur^e^fion  had  pervaded  every  part  of  it! 

’ » 1.  ♦ 

Mr*M;  Be  r£s ford, ordered  the  clerk  to  take  down 
thefe  words,  and  the  gallery  was  inftantly  cleared.  When 
ilf  angers  -were  again,  admitted,  the  debate  on  the  addrefs 
Bill  continued,  and  in  the  courfe  of  it  Mr.  J.  C.  Be  res-, 
ford  thought  himfell  called  on  to  dbfend.the  Secret 
Committee  againfl  an  afifertipn.  which  had  fallen  from 
Mr.  Fletcher  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech.  The  alfertion 
was  in  fubftance,  that  he  feared  the  people  would  be  led 
to  look  on  the. report  of  the  committee  as  fabricated  ra- 
ther to  juftify  the  part  meafurcs  or  Government,  than  to 
Rate  fa£ts  ! 

Mr.  FlAtc  h£r  contended  that  he  had  a right  to  ani- 
madvert on  the  report,  but  declaimed  any  defign  of  im- 
puting any  thing  unfair  to  the  members  of  that  committed 
individually. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  altercation  which  followed  on  this 
fubje&j  Mr.  Toler  threatened,  and  actually  did  move 
an  abftracR  resolution,  declaring  that  the  imputation  con- 
veyed in  thofe  words. (of  Mr.  Fletcher)  was  an  unfound- 
edcalumny  on  the  report.  He  was  at  length,  however, 
perfuaded  to  withdraw  his  motion.  The  Houfe  then 
divided  on  Mr.  Smith’s  amendment,  which  was  loft  with- 
out a divifion. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  REFORM. 

Mr.  W.  Pons  on  by,  in  a fhort  prefatory  fpecch,  pro- 
rated his  motion  on  the  iubjebt  of  Reform.  Before  he 
moved  any  of  them  fpccifically,  he  read  them  all  to  the 
ho ufe.  They  are  in  fubRance  as  follow  : 

Refolved,  that  it  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  a funda- 
mental reform  of  the  reprefen tation,  that  all  dilabilities,- 
on  account  of  religion,  be  lor  ever  abolifhed,  and  that 
v.  Catholics  fhall  be  admitted  into  the  Legiflature,  and  all 
the  great  offices  of  Rate  ill  the  fame  <*xtcn-ty  &c.  as  Pro- 
teRants  now  are. 

— That  it  is  the  indifpenfible  right  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land to  be  fully  and  fairly  reprefented  in  Parliament. 

That  in  order  that  the  people  may  be  fully  enabled  to 
exercife  that  right,’  the  privilege  of  returning  members 
for  cities,  boroughs,  &c.  in  the  prefen t form  fhall  ceafe  ; 
that  each  county  be  divided  into  diRricls,  conlifting  of 
6000  houfes  each,  each  diRrict  to  return  two  members 
to  Parliament. 

That  all  perfons  poffieffing  freehold-  property  to  the 
dmoufit  of  403.  per  annum  ; all  poffeffed  of  leafehold  in- 
tereffs,  of  the  annual  value  of  ; all  poffieffed  of  a 
houfe  of  the  value  of  ; all  who  have  relided  for  a 
certain  number  of  years  in  any  great  city  or  town,  fol- 
lowing a trade  ; and  all  who  fhall  be  free  of  any  city, 
&c.  by  birth,  marriage,'  or  fervitude,  fhall  vote  for 
members  of  Parliament. 

That  feats  in  Parliament  fhall  endure  for  number 
of  years.  [The  blanks  were  left  fo  be  filled  up  by  the 
diferetion  of  the  houfe-] 

Mr.  Pelham  allowed  the  right  lion,  gentleman  the 
pvaife  of  candour  for  the  very  fair  manner  in  which  he 
had  laid  his  proportion  before  the  houfe,  putting  them 
in  poffieffion  of  the  whole  of  his  plan,  before  he  moved 
a pan  of  it.  He  could  not,  however,  agree  with  him, 
that  in  the  prefent  circumRances  of  the  country,  it  was 
Tight  to  agitate  this  quell  ion  * a part  of  the  country  was 

in  a Rate  of  iebellion,  aod  a dangerous  confpiracy  ex- 
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tflecl  ill  it,  as  appeared  by  the  report  of  th6  feledh  com- 
mittee ; and  therefore:,  although  he  had,  on  a former 
occalion,  entered  fully  into  a difcnflion  of  the  Catholic 
claim,  and  fiiould,  at  any  future  time,  when  the  country 
was  tranquil,  alweys  be  ready  to  meet  that  quefiion.  on 
its  merits,  yet  at  this  time,  and  with  fuch  a report  as  that 
of  the  fecret  committee  before  them,  he  thought  the 
- Iloufc  of  Commons  Ought  not  to  enter  into  a difeuflio'n 
of  this,  or  of  any  abfhabt  queftion,  especially  as  reform* 
and  Catholic  emancipation  were  made  the  pretext  for 
thefe  treafonable  practices.  Were  the  houfe  now*  to  en- 
tertain this  motion,  it  could  produce  no  other  eflebt  than 
that  of  giving  occafion  to  thofe  who  wifhed  to  put  clown 
the  conftituted  authorities,  to  fay,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  wyas  confefledly  infufficient  to  difeharge  the  du- 
ties of  the  reprefen  tat  ion.  It  was  not,  therefore,  out  of 
difrcfpebl  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  he  now  op- 
pofecl  the  motion ; it  was  from  a conviclion,  that  here 
the  houfe  ought  to  make  a Hand,  and  boldly  fay,  that 
rebellion  muj}  be  put  down  before  this,  dr  any  fuch  quef- 
tion, can  be  difeufled  ! In  the  prefent  Hate  of  things,  it 
was  impoffible  that  it  could  be  difeufled  freely.  Though 
he  had.faid  that  the  country  was  at  prefent  in  a very 
alarming  Hate,  yet  he  could  not  think  that  things  were 
fo  bad  as  fome  gentlemen  feemed  to  think ; the  people 
of  Ireland  had  g<  od  fenfe  and  loyalty,  and  would,  he 
was  convinced,  make  a Hand  at  lafl  againfl  the  treafon- 
able machinations  of  the  confpirators.  \\  hen  the  report 
of  the  fecret  committee  fhould  come  to  be  known  among 
the  people/  and  the  real  deiigns  of  the  United  Irifhmen, 
made  public,  he  was  convinced  that  many  of  the  deluded 
people,  who  had  been  feduced  from  their  allegiance 
er  falfe  pretences,  would  Return  to  their  duty  ; but  until 
that  delirable  event  fiiould  take  place,  it  was  impoflible 
to  expecl  that  this  quefiion  could  be  difeufled  with  full 
freedom.  For  thtfe  reafons,  he  would  move  the  quef- 
tion of  adjournment. 

Mr.  D.  Browne  faidy  that  he  hoped  the  part  he  had 
taken  fo  often  in  the  matter  of  one  of  the  firing  of  refo- 
lutions  propofed  by  the  light  hon.  gentleman,  would  be 
his  excufe  for  troubling  the  houfe  with  the  reafons  for 
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the  vote  he  fhduld  give  that  night.  The  right  Hofi.  gen- 
tleman had  coupled  two  objecls  in  his  refolutions  that  had 
very  litre  connexion  of  themfelvcs—  parliamentary  reform 
and  a repeal  of  the  remaining  reftridlive  laws  affecting 
Roman  Catholics.  For  this  laft  he  was  free  to  fay,  that 
the  bed  and  wifeft  meafure  Government  could  in  Mis  opi- 
nion'purfue,  would  be  to  bring  forward  a repeal  of  the 
remnant  of  thofe  reftriclive  laws;  it  was  due  to  Catho- 
lic loyalty,  it  would  fhortly  be  the  reward  of  its  conti- 
nuance, and  it  would  be  wife,  in  as  much  as  it  would 
take  from  iil-difpofed  men  the  means  of  ditlurbing  the 
State.-^As  to  parliamentary  reform,  it  would  not  be 
doubted  that  the  benefit  or  injury  arifing  from  it  would 
depend  on  what  it  was  ? It  does  not  follow  that  merely 
alteration  would  be  a benefit  or  injury.  Much  would 
depend  on  the  opinion  and  date  of  the  world  when  fuch 
ari  alteration  took  place.  He  was  free  to  fay  it  was  bad 
policy  to  thatch  a houfe  in  a hurri’eane—that  therefore 
he  was  not  difpofed  to  go  into  that  queflion  now.  He 
thought  it  injurious  policy  to  the  Catholic  queflion,  to 
couple  it  with  a diftihdl  meafure  of  fuch  nicety  and  diffi- 
culty, as  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himfelf  couldnot 
think  ferioufly  of  adopting  his  own  plan  if  he  had  the 
opportunity.  For  what  purpofe  then  was  it  coupled 
with  the  Catholic  meafure  ? — a queflion  in  itfclf  fimple 
and  eafily  underflood,  and  now  popular  in  that  houfe 
- — the  efFedl  would  be,  that  the  union  of  the.  quediOfi 
would  divide  the  friends  of  that  meafure.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  being,  as  he  fuppofed,  a firicere  friend  to 
>he  meafure,  why  not  bring  it  forward  in  the  fhape  it 
would  be  flrongeft  in  ?-^-as  a fubfiantive  meafure  {land- 
ing by  itfelf— in  which  fhape  it  fhould,  as  it  ever  had, 
have  his  fupport;  but  for  the  collective  refolutions  of 
the  right  hon.  gentlemen  lie  could  not  vote — they  were 
impracticable  and  impoifible—and  thinking  fo,  he  would- 
vote  for  the  adjournment. 

Air.  Stew  art  (of  Killymoon ) oppofed  the  adjourn- 
ment. He  was  convinced  that  if  an  honeft  and  fair  re- 
form, and  an  abolition  of  religious  diftlnctions,  wTa9 
granted  to  the  people,  it  would  give  general  fatisfa61ion  ; 
or*  if  feme  whofe  views  went’ to  the  fubverfion  of  the 
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Confutation*  fhoukl  Hill,  as  no  doubt  they  wpuld  ro 
main  difcontented,  yet  certainly  a large  majority  would 
be  detached  by  thefe  meafures.  Had  thefe  favourite  ob- 
jects been  granted  to  the  people  at  an  early  period,  he 
was  confident  the  country  would  npt  have  been  brought 
into  its  prefent  circumftanccs. 

Sir  J.  Freke  thought  the  dife  on  tents  of  the  people 
had  been,  in  a great  degree,  occafioned  by  the  refinance 
of  government  to  their  meafures.  Many  of  the  United 
Irilhmen  had  been  induced  tt>  enter  into  thatfociety  with 
no  other  delign  than  to  obtain  reform  and  emancipation  ; 
and  he  was  convinced  there  were  men  in  that  fociety  as 
independent  and  loyal  fubje&s  as  any  the  King  had  ; fome 
of  them,  he  did  not  deny,  might  have  ambitious  views? 
but  no  danger  need  be  apprehended  from  them,  if  thefe 
meafures  were  conceded ; they  would  detach  from  the 
body  all  the  moderate  and  well-difpofed,  who  yvere  by 
far  the  greater  number.~=»For  this  reafon  he  gave  his 
j^carty  eppofuion  to  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  G.  P9NSONBY  faid,  this  was  £ fubjecl  on  which 
it  was  difficult  to  fpeak ; it  was  difficult,  even  in  ordinary 
times,  to  u^ge  the  neceflityof  a reform,  without  trench- 
ing on  the  rules  of  parliamentary  difcuffiQn — rules  which 
he  was  always  very  much  difinclined  tQ  violote,  as  well 
from  the  refpe£l  which  he  always  bore  to  the  aflembly 
whom  he  addrelTed,  as  from  a convidfion  of  the  advan- 
tages which  fuch  a violation  gave  to  an  adversary ; but 
jf  it  was  difficult  to  fpeak  on  this  fubjedf  in  ordinary 
times,  it  was  peculiarly  fo  at  fuch  a crifis  as  the  prefen t* 
when  if  a man  of  feeling  utters  what  he  feels  on  the  ftate 
of  the  country,  he  may  be  thought  to  countenance  prac- 
tices which  he  abhors,  and  to  entertain  defigns  fuch  as 
Ke  moft  folemnly  difclaimed.  His  tafk  was  rendered  yet 
more  difficult  by  that  disinclination  which  the  houfe  fo 
ilrongly  evinced  to  entering  on  the  difeuflion ; difficult 
as  it  was,  however,  he  felt  himfelf  called  on  by  his  duty 
to  fpeak  out,  and  therefore  he  would  venture  to  fpeak; 
bis  Sentiments  freely. 

A right 
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A right  hon.  gentleman  had  urged  again fl  this  motion 
the  report  of  the  fee  ret  committee,  but  that  report  fur- 
nifhed  one  ot  the  ftrongeft  arguments  in  fupport  of  the 
meafure,  and  imprehed  on  the  houfe  the  neceflity  of  not 
lofing  a moment  to  adopt  it;  for  wjiat  did  that  report 
(late  ? that  a fociety  exift  in  the  country,  whofe  objecj: 
was  the  fubverhon  of  the  constitution,  and  the  reparation 
of  the  two  countries ; and  that  this  fociety  had  feduepd 
a great  part  of  the  people,  under  the  pretexts  of  parlia- 
mentary reform,  and  Catholic  emancipation.  This 
proved  beyond  contradiction,  that  thefe  were  very  fa- 
vourite meafures  with  {he  people,  fince  under  the  pre- 
tence of  obtaining  them,  fuch  a number  had  been  in- 
duced to  emol  thepnfelvcs  in  that  fociety.  Could  it  be 
wife  in  the  houfe  then,  at  fuch  a time  as  tills,  to  refufe  to 
difeufs  either  of  thefe  meafures,  on' which  the  people  had 
fixed  their  hearts  ? Was  if  confident  with  ordinary  pru-* 
dence,  to  leave  {fill  in  the  han^ls  of  tlye  enemies  of  the 
conftitution  thefe  weapons,  with  which  they  had  already- 
done  fo  much  mifehief.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  laid, 
this  meafure  ought  not  to  be  agitated  until  what  he  called 
rebellion,  fhould  be  put  downy  for  thgt  until  then,  it  could 
not  be  difeuffed  with  freedom  or  fafety.  lie  very  much 
feared  if  that  argument  were  refted  on,  the  people  would 
infer  that  no  time  would  ever  be  thought  fafe  to  difeufs 
this  meafure,  until  it  was  fafe  tQ  refife  it ! lor  him  fell, 
he  thought  the  prefent  time  peculiarly  proper  to  difeufs 
and  concede  it,  for  if  ever  there  was  a time  when  it  was 
more  neceiTary  than  at  another,  to  unite  all  the  loyal 
fubjedls  in  defence  of  the  crown  and  ol  the  country,  it 
was  the  prefent.  He  called  on  the  houfe  to  co.nfider  the 
circum dances  in  which  they  now  flood  ; they  were  di- 
vided at  home,  and  labouring  under  embarr&ffmcpts  of 
the  raoft  dangerous  and  diftrefting  kind  : and  at  that  mo- 
ment they  were  called  on  to  contend,  fipglyand  unallied, 
with  the  mo  ft  powerful  enemy  which  Europe  had  ever 
feen.  He  did  not  wifh  to  exaggerate,  event  had  fuffici- 
cmly  proved  the  extent  of  its  power,  and  the  magnitude 
of  its  refourccs.  In  October  laft  he  had  ventured  to  pre- 
di61,  that  fix  months  would  not  elapfe,  until  the  houfe 
fhould  fee  all  Europe  neutralized,  or  in  arms  ag'ainft  the 
Brjtifh  empire.  The  reception  which  this  prediction 
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tad  met  with,  had  made  too  deep  an  imprelfiQn  on  hds 
mind  to  be  forgotten  : he  had  been  laughed  at  for  what 
was  called  the  folly  of  fucii  an  aflertion ; but  yet  fix 
months  were  not  palled,  and  they  now  faw  all  Europe 
either  neutralized  or  in  arms  againfl  us.  It  was  dange- 
rous, therefore,  in  gentlemen  to  reft  too  much  on  a 
prefuming  opinion  of  lec.urity ; and  he  now  warned 
them  againft  the  folly  of  depending  on  their  own  ftrength 
to  oppofe  this  formidable  foe,  without  confidering  the 
fituation  of  the  public  mind.  In  fuch  circumflances 
could  it  be  con  fide  red  as  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of 
parliament,  to  take  a ftep  which  would  conciliate,  be- 
fore rebellion,  as  it  was  called,  was  put  down?  No, 
certainly  ; the  dignity  of  parliament  was  bell  fecured  by 
providing  for  the  defence  ol  the  crown,  and  the  fafety  of 
die  country  ; and  thefe  ends  would  be  bell  attained  in- 
deed, could  they  be  attained  only  by  bringing  back  the 
people  to  confidence  in  the  government,  and  obedience 
to  the  laws.  If  this  opinion  wanted  ftrength  from  ex- 
trinfic  circumftances,  it  derived  it  from  the  opinion  of 
his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Steward)  that  gentleman  being  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  difpofitions  of  the  people  of 
the  North  ; and  as  a member  of  the  fecre.t  .committee, 
pofiefled  of  all  the  information  which  could  be  had  of 
the  deligns  of  the  United  Irifhmen.  He  had  told  the 
houfe  that  if  this  meafure  were  conceded,  it  would  draw- 
back to  their  allegiance,  a large  majority  of  that  body. 
Here  was  local  authority  ip  fupport  of  the  meafure,  from 
one  of  the  moft  reflected  members  in  the  houfe  ; the 
authority  alfo  of  a man  fully  informed  of  the  extent,  and 
the  objects  of  the  confpiracy.  He  afked,  would  any  of 
thofe  who  oppofe  the  meafure  on  the  ground  of  dignity, 
„ a6t  in  private  life  in  this  way  ? If  a man  was  informed 
that  a confpiracy  was  formed  againft  his  fortune  and  life 
by  a number  of  perfons,  fome  of  whom  were  influenced 
by  malice,  but  of  whom  the  greater  number  were  drawn 
in  by  error  ard  mifreprefentation?  and  might  be  detached 
and  made  friends  of,  by  making  a iew  ^onceiTiops ; would 
he  not  be  mad  who,  on  a falfe  opinion  of  dignity,  fhould 
refufe  to  fave  himfelf  ? Such  was  the  conduct  of  the 
houfe,  if  they  rejected  the  meafure  on  this  principle.—* 
He  declared,  that  after  a very  minute  and  painful  inquiry 


into  the  ftate  of  the  difcontents  in  Ulfter,  he  was  firmly 
convinced  that  fuch  a reform  as  was  now  propofed, 
would  reftore  content  and  tranquillity  to  that  part  of  the 
country,  at  leaft  to  the  greater  part  of  it.  He  wasr  alfo 
convinced,  that  if  this  adjournment  were  agreed  to,  it 
would  produce  the  very  worft  effects.  He  was  disin- 
clined to  enter  into  the  nature!bf  thpfe  mifchiefs  which 
there  Was  reafon  to  apprehend,  from  a refufal'  of  this 
meafure ; he  fhould  only  fay,  that  his  opinion  was  di- 
rectly in  opposition  to  the  condudt  which  adminiftration 
had  adopted,  and  feemCd  determined' to  continue.  If 
theypuifued  his  advice,  he  was  certain  they  would  be 
fafe.  The  prefent  was  their  fyftem  ; they  were  refpon- 
fible  for  the  confequences  of  it.  He  had  often  hated  his 
opinions  without  effedt  in  that  houfe;  he  feared  they 
would  be  without  efredt  at  prefent,  but1  he  cbnfoled  him- 
felf  by  reflecting,  that  he  had  done  his  duty. 

Mr.  M.  Be  res  pord  faid,  he  could  not  believe  that 
any  gentleman  in  that  houfe,  who'  knew  tile  effect  which 
fuch  language  would  haVe  oh  the  public,  would  have 
ventured  to  make  ufe  of  it.  The  hon.  gentleman  faid, 
he  feared  the  people  would  think,  if  this  meafure  were 
refufed  now,  that  no  time  Would  be  thought  fafe  to  difi- 
cufs  it,  until  It  fhould  be  fafe  to  refufe.  He  joined  iffue 
with  him  on  that  point,  and  did  not  hefltate  to  fay>  that 
no  man  was  fafe  to  difcufs,  until  it  was  fafe  t6  refufe. 
He  hoped  an  Irifh  parliament  would  never’ make  any 
cpnceffion  under  the  influence  of  fear.  He  contended, 
that  when  the  hon.  gentleman  faid  c unlefs  this  meafure 
be  granted  to  the  people,  they  will  not  be  ddtached  from 
this  treafonable  aflociation’— he,  in  effect  faid,  that  the 
people  ought  not  to  withdraw  from  them,  until  this  mea- 
fute  were  granted.  It  was  counteracting  the  good  effect 
of  the  report  and  addrefs.  With  refpedt  to  the  plan  of 
reform  propofed,  (of  which  the  firft  was  not  the  worft) 
it  put  him  in  mind  of  the  plan  published  fome  years 
bapk  by  the  United  (rifhmen,  which  was  comprifed  in  a 
little  fheet  of  paper,  that  every  peafant’  might'  be  able  to 
fix  it  on  his  cabin  Wall;  It  was  a plan  which  went  to  de- 
flroy  the  parliament,  and  to  erect  in  its  ftead  a kind  of 
national  convention.  It  'annihilates  the  good  fyftem 
■.I  . • which 
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which  was  known  and  tried,  and  went  to  ejitablifh  an 
ideal  one  in  its  dead.  It  gave  to  e ery  man  who  thought 
proper  to  fay  he  was  a tradefman,  a vote  for  a member 
of  parliament,  aild,  in  fa£l,  edabljfhed  the  word  fort  of 
potwalloping  commonwealth  ; and  thus  it  went  to  inveft 
a fct  of  merr,  liable  to  thcworft  fort  of  corruption,  with 
the  elc61jve  franchife,  indead  of  the  prefent  refpe61able 
conditution  or  the  houfe  of  commons.  It  was  a plan 
which  went  to  dived  of  its  franchife,  and  put  down  every 
city  in  the  kingdom,  and  leaves  only  the  thirty- two  coun- 
ties to  counteract  the  numerous  diftricls  of  5000  houfes 
each.  It  was  a plan  which  went  to  adopt  the  French 
phrazeology  ; it  talks  of  departments,  and  he  fliouldnot 
wonder  if  the  lio ufe  fh’ould  fhortly  hear  of  municipali- 
lities.  He  therefore  met  this  plan  boldly,  as  departing 
from  the  fpirit  of  conditution,.  and  called  on  the  gentle- 
man on  the  other  fide,  to  bring  forward  to  their  country 
now  what  a right  honl  member  in  1791,  (Mr.  Grattan) 
called  the  bed  boon  Winch -could  be  given  to  the  empire, 
€ a drong  antigallicifm  of  fentiment.’  He  hoped  the 
gentlemen  of  that  houfe  would,  on  this  occafion,  date 
their  fentiments  boldly.'  The  breath  of  parliament  has 
already  dillipatcd  an  armed  convention  which  bearded 
them,  anti  annihilated  their  abortive  fyftem  : fo  it  would 
do  again,  if  they  (food  firm.— They  had  firmnefs  only  to 
depend  on, — the  treafon  of  the  day  was  evident,  it  was 
acknowledged ; it  that  cafe,  there  feemed  to  remain  no 
alternatives,  but  to  conquer  it  or  fufimit.  He  deprecated 
a conted  of  this  kind  as  much  as  any  man  ; but  he  knew' 
what  would  be  the  confequence  to  the  deluded  traitors^ 
if  they  commit  themfelves  with  the  government  of  the 
country.  ‘ ; * ' : ’ 

Mr.  Jephson  delivered  a fpeech  of  confiderable 
length  and  merit.  He  profefied  a warm  love  for  the 
conditution,  but  faid  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
would  afford  good  ground  of  argument  to  thofe  who 
fupported  this  meafure,  if  they  aliened  that  the  advan- 
tages we  enjoyed  were  attributable  to  the  abufes  of  that 
conditution  ; in  his  opinion  it  was  to  the  abufes  of  the 
conditution,  and  the  difficulty  of  removing  them  that  we 
owed  all  the  calamities  under  which  this  country  labour- 
ed > 
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ecL  As  to  the  report  of  the  fecrct  committee,  the  obvir 
ous  inference  from  it  was,  that  Catholic  emancipation  and 
parliamentary  reform  were  the  objecls  of  the  popular  wifh, 
and  therefore  to  concede  them  would  be  to  conciliate  the 
people;  to  refill  thefe  meafu res  would  be  to  e ffe cl  the 
very  purpofes  at  which  the  United  Irifhmen  were  laid  to 
attain.  If  then  the  ho  life  would  not  concede  thefe  mea- 
i'ures  until  thefe  difturbances  were  fuppreffied,  they  afford- 
ed the  enemy  the'  bell  means  of  continuing  and  aggravat- 
ing the  difeoptents.  Of  the  plan  of  reform  propoled,  he 
obferved  that  it  was  not  democratic  merely,  it  was  found- 
ed on  property,  and  until  he  believed  the  property  of 
the  country  was  adverle  to  monarchy,  he  would  there-* 
fore  fuppoct  it.  The  queflion  of  Catholic  emancipation 
was  neceiTarily  made  a part  of  this  fy flem  of  reform.  On 
the  Catholic  queflion  he  had  not  yet  given  an  opinion, 
nor  fhould  he  now,  except  byobferving  that  all  religious 
tells  feemed  in  thefe  countries  to  rell  on  the  principle 
that  religious  creed  might  influence  political  opinion.  — » 
Now,  as  in  this  country  there  was  no  tell  that  went  di- 
rectly to  reftraln  political  opinions,  as  for  inftance,  there 
was  no  left  which  proferibed  from  office  the  man  whe  be- 
lieved the  republican  form  of  government  better  than  the 
monarchical  ; it  appeared  to  him,  an  abufe  to  impofe  re- 
gions tells  which,  went  to  keep  out  indire&ly  thofe  opi- 
nions which  might  in  a direct  way  afeend  tp  the  highell 
offices  of  the  Hate.  Such  tells  appeared  to  him  a fraud. 
That  the  country  was  in  danger,  did  not  appear  to  him 
any  argument  why  this  meafure,  if  juft  and  wife  in  itfelf, 
fhould  not  be  conceded;  for  the  bell  way,  in  his  opinion, 
to  meet  the  danger  with  fafety,  was  to  do  what  was  right. 
The  argument  from  danger,  appeared  from  experience  a 
bad  one,  for  it  would  be  found,  by  a reference  to  the 
hillory  of  almoll  every  country,  in  Europe,  that  thofe 
meafiires  which  were  adopted  to  evade  the  danger,  had 
been  the  producing  caufe  of  that  danger  which  they  were 
intended  to  obviate.  But  if  the  argument  had  weight  any 
•where,  it  was  only  in  abfolute  monarchies,  where  if  the 
r h - one  totters,  it  falls— -and  if  it  fall,  it  rifes  no  more.  In 
popular  governments,  it  would  generally  hold,  that  the 
hi  if  mode  of  obviating  danger  was  a timely  and  temperate 
jZo  iceOion.  What  were  the  houfe  now  called  on  to  do  i 

They 
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They  were  called  on  to  run  the  double  chance  of  defpotr 
i fm  and  anarchy,  to  avoid  the  chance  of  anarchy  alone. 
He  did  not  think  it  wife  to  do  fo>  and  therefore,  even  it 
there  were  danger  in  the  mesiure  propofed,  he  would  ra- 
ther incur  that  danger,  than  fubmit  to  the  fyftem  propo- 
fed  by  administration,  which  at  lead;  feerned  only  to  aliord 
a choice  between  anarchy  or  dpfpotifm. 

Sir  H.  I^aj^GRISHE  expatiated  on  the  mifehiefs  qf 
pattering  the  mob  by  a parliamentary  reform.  lie  afked 
whether  any  gentleman  fincerely  believed,  that  the  con- 
ccllion  of  this  mcafure  would  give  content  to  any  of  the 
aifociations.  hfo,  certainly,  they  reprobate  the  mem- 
bers who  are  fo  anxious  in  urging  reform  and  emancipa- 
tion, perhaps  njore  than  thofe  who  oppofe.  them.  No- 
thing would  fatisfy  thofe  men  but  French  fraternity— 
thofe  men,  w'hom  Hoche  in  his  manifedo  calls  c excel- 
lent republicans,  men  ripe  tor  revolution,’  which  they 
l;aye  attempted  ; fuch  men  could  not  be  reclaimed  by  any 
meafures,  however  conciliatory,  fhort  of  their  great  ob- 
ject. He  launched  into  a panegyric  on  the  date  of  this 
country,  which  he  called  <c  the  mod  fortunate  fpot  on 
the  face  of  the  terraqueous  globe,  it  the  inhabitants  wrould 
not  differ  thcmfelves  to  be  cheated  out  of  their  happi- 
nefs.”  As  for  the  laws  which  were  fo  much  complained 
of,  the  people  might  get  fhut  of  them  whqp.  they  plea, fed* 
by  returning  to  their  allegiance, 

- ' n ( **  ■ ■ • . * *•*  . ■ *,  * ? a 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  (knight  of  Kerry)  faid,  he  fhould 
make  no  apology  for  treipaffing  on  the  attention  of  the 
houfe  upon  a quedion  of  fo  much  importance.  He  mud: 
decidedly  rend  tlqe  motion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Pelham)  lor  an  adjournment,  becaufe  he  conceived 
the  great  qucdiqns  then  under  their  condderation  deferv- 
ed,  whenever  they  came  forward,  a candid  and  fair  did 
tuition  ; at  the  fame  time  that  he  felt  mod  drongly  the 
wifdom  and  propriety  of  invedigating  thofe  quedions, 
?,nd  deciding  boldly  and  impartially  on  their  merits  ; ho 
fhould  be  prevented  Irorn  entering  himfelf  into  that  dif- 
euilion,  by  very  fevere  indifpodtion,  which  would  oblige 
him  to  red  latisfied  with  dating,  as  briedy  aspoflible,  the 
ryafons  winch  fhould  influence  his  particular  vote  on 
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that  occaiion.  He  concurred  with  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  fpoken  laft,  that  it  would  be  unbecoming  and 
unworthy  indeed  of  thathgufe  to  yield  to  any  fpecies  of 
intimidation.  No  fuch  fentiment  fhould  ever  fway  his 
paind— neither  clamour  for  indefinite  reform  on  the  one 
hand;  nor  complaifance  to  any  adminiftration,  and  attach- 
ment to  any  government,  on  the  other,  fhould  ever  in- 
fluence his  mind  to  deviate  from  that  line  which  his  pub- 
lic duty  pointed  out  to  him,  and  his  judgment  fandfioned  ^ 
he  was  ready  to  meet  with  candour,  and  cbnfider  with 
xefpecl,  ar?y  plan  of  reform,  from  whatever  quarter  it 
might  come  ; and  he  conceived  it  to  be  the  duty  of  that 
houfe  to  exclude  from  their  conlideration  in  queflions  of 
this  kind,  every  thing  extrinfic  to  the  juffice  and  policy  of 
the  plan  fuggefted  ; they  ought  neither  to  be  forced  into 
compliance  by  the  violence  of  demand,  or  to  ftartle  at 
improvement  through  a childifti  and  indiferiminating 
dread  of  innovation.  Admiring,  as  he  did,  the  Britilh 
conftitution,  he  w^s' net  of  opinion  that  we  had,  in  this 
country,  attained  the  complete  poflejTion  cf  its  practical 
benefits.  He  faw  ground  for  improvement  in  our  copy 
of  that  invaluable  fyftem.  He  wifhed  to  fecure  a more 
exacf  refemblance,  and  to  any  well- dige {fed  feheme  of 
improvement*  to  any  wife  and  faiutary  remedy  for  exift- 
Ing  abufe,  he’ would  at  all  times  lend  his  zealous  co-ope- 
ration.  But  to  the  fpecinc  plan  propofed  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  that  night,  he  entertained  the  rooft  un- 
equivocal obje&ion.  It  was  not  a reform,  but  an  annihi- 
lation of  the  conftitution  which  this  meafure  portend ecL 
That  branch  of  this  meafure  which  went  to  alter  the  frame 
cf  the  conftitution,  and  to  violate  moil  of  its  eftablifhed 
principles,  and  tear  down  the  pillars  which  fupported 
the  fabric,  couki/fcareeiy  be  called  an  improvement  or 
{reform  of  that  fyftem  ; it  removed  its  foundations,  and 
its  complete  overthrow  muft  enfue.  Of  all  the  pro- 
e£fs  for  reform  which  had  been  deviled  by  man,  he 
conceived  the  prefent  to  be  the  moil  crude  and  delufive  ; 
it  was  a feheme,  the  principles  of  which  had  been  fpeet- 
f sally  reprobated  by  Mr.  Fox,  by  Lord  Chatham,  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  (when  he  was  the  advocate  and  propounder  of 
reform)  and  by  every  enlightened  ftatefman  who  knew 
and  valued  the  confutation  cf  Great  Britain.  This  plan 
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wont  to  fweep  away  at  once  all  the  influence  of  property 
in  the  reprefentation,  to  violate  the  rights  of  prescription* 
which  our  law  venerated  and  acknowledged,  to  disfran- 
chife  our  cities,  and  to  rcfcind  the  inoft  facrcd  chartered 
privileges*  T hrs  wild  and  rafh  experiment  would  at  once 
dillolve  that  admirable  combination,  by  which  the  various 
and  complicated  orders  and  interefts  of  the  date  hold 
their  polling  and  juft  proportion  in  the  reprefentation  oi 
the  Community  ; by  which  the  army,  the  navy,  the  com- 
mercial and  monied  intei  efts,  the  honourable  and  liberal 
proleflioris,  the  independence,  the  talents,  the  wifdom  and 
integrity  of  the  country  reach  the  legiflatuie  and  give  fe~ 
curity  and  permanence  to  their  inftitution.  And  what: 
does  the  right  honourable  gentleman  propofe  to  fubfti- 
tute  ? a chain'  of  petty  democracies  through  the  land, 
where  each  diftribt  would  be  the  prey  of  neighbouring 
ariftocratic  influence,'  cf  the  mofi  unbounded  corruption 
and  licentiOufftefs,  or  the  victim  of  village  faction,  when 
each  mean  and  profligate  demagogue  would  triumph  and 
deceive  for  the  hour.  From  mcli  a plan,  fo  fubverilve 
of  the  principles  of  our  fecurity  and  liberty,  he  muff 
difleftt  ;•  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  would  molt  folemnly 
pledge  himfelf  to  that  houfe  and  to  his  country,  that  he 
Would,  with  the  moft  real  fatisfaetion,  aftift  any  cHcrt  to 
Correct,  by  wife  and  practical  means,  whatever  fubftam- 
tial  abufes  may  exift  in  the  prablice  of  government  any 
time.  It  was  with  pleafure,  he  faid,  that  he  reverted  to 
another  part  of  the  reform  propofed  by  the  right  lion, 
gentleman.  One  of  which  went  not  fo  alter,  much  iefs  to 
deftroy.  the  ground-work  of  the  conftitution,  but  to  add 
ftrength  to  that  conftitution.  He  meant  that  rcfolutlon 
which  propofed  to  abrogate  all  religious  difabilities,  and 
admit  our  Roman  Catholic  countrymen  to  the  enjoyment 
of  every  privilege  to  which  a Froteftant  was  entitled ; 
and  here,  he  faid,  the  fame  motives  fliould  direct  his 
vote,  which  he  had  already  profefled,  laying' afide  every 
extraneous  coniideration.  His  decilion  would  be  recur- 
iated  by  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  wifdom  and  no 
licy  of  the  meafure.  He  muft  reject  that  fpecies  of  inli 
nuation  by  which  the  houfe  were  given  to  underftand, 
that  iuch  a meafure,  if  now*  aiTente;!  to,  would  appear 
the  conceflion  of  fear,  end  not  of  conviction.  That 
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mHchievoas  doctrine  was  difproved  bv  the  irrcondftcirry 
of  its  very  advocates ; for  in  the  fame  breath  that  they 
fuggeft  to  the  houle  this  inhdious  calumny,  that  they  are 
not  free  in  their  deliberation  On  the  Catholic  claims,  they 
praife  the  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  thofe  very  Catholics, 
who  are  the  originators  of  the  claims,  and  the  objects  of 
the  conceffion*  This  contradiction  in  argument,  and 
perverfenefs  in  policy,  proceeded  from  the  error  of  being 
influenced  by  every  thing  but  the  merit  of  the  queflion 
itfelf  ; becaufe  let  the  flate  of  a part  of  the  North  be 
what  it  way,  let  the  mifehrevous  endeavours  of  indivi- 
duals in  that  or  any  other  quarter  be  ever  fo  fuccefeful  in 
feducing  the  people  from  their  loyalty,  and  deluding  their 
ignorance  into  the  perpetration  of  enormous  crimes;— 
whatever  may  be  the  public  danger  of  the  fyffem  of  fedi- 
tion  which  certainly  exifts  in  this  country  at  prefent ; — yet 
fuch  circnmflances  could  never  juflify  that  houfe  in  ex- 
cluding from  the  benefits  of  the  conftitution  a clals  of 
men,  who  fo  far  from  being  obi  eels  of  fufpicion  in  thefe 
alarming  times,  were  the  fubjebls  of  panegyric  even  with 
thofe  who  rejedi  their  claims.  The  Catholic  nobility  and 
gentry,  whom  this  meafitre  fought  to  reliever  were  not, 
becaufe  they  coaid  not  be  fufpeeled.  Were  their  rank  in 
the  country,  their  property , their  virtues,  their  heredi- 
tary and  preferiptive  loyalty  and  attachment  to  their 
country,  no  pledges  of  the  reliance  which  might  be 
placed  in  them  in  the  prefent  ftruggld  for  national  exifh- 
encc.  The  houfe  had  fliil  their  recent  zeal,  exemplified 
in  the  fidelity  of  the  lower  orders  of  their  perfuafior?, 
infpired  by  their  glorious  example,  in  the  hour  of  im- 
pending danger  and  invalion.  Now  the  houfe  avow  the 
necelfity  of  preferring  to  the  Catholic  nobility  and  gen- 
try the  attachment  of  the  lower  claffes  ? This  was  alone 
to  be  effected  by  granting  to  them  their  due  weight  in  the 
fegifiature  and  government  of  the  country. 

The  parliament  had  wifely  and  juftly  admitted  the  infe- 
rior order  of  Catholics  to  the.  polieffion  of  fuch  a fhare 
of  political  privilege  as  their  feation  in  the  community 
entitled  them  to  expect  or  enjoy  ; by  what  ipccies  of  rea- 
foning  the  higher  and  independent  Catholics  alone  were 
to  be  excluded  from  all  political  power,  he  was  at  a lofs 
t(  conjecture -it  was  as  abfurd  as  unwife.  They  had 
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cntraftcd  all  the  power  they  could  befloiv  to  that  d^fcrip- 
tion  ol  people,  who  might  from  their  ignorance  be  liable 
to  the  infection  ot  thefe  dangerous  doctrines;  which  feerA- 
ed  to  have  mfpired  lo  much  alarm,  and  yet  they  withhold 
from  thofe  who  were  alone  capable  of  flopping  the  conta- 
gion, any  Ilia  re  of  that  power  which  could  enable  them 
to  do  fo  with  effect.  Was  that  wifdom  ? was  it  common 
fenfe  ? Were  they  not  favouring  the  fytlem  of  that  active 
and  perfevering  enemy  which  had  railed  its  head  in  the 
country,  and  which  laboured  to  fepa rate  the  Catholic 
commonalty  from  their  natural  leaders  and  patrons,  and 
to  divide  all  the  people  from  the  legillature  and  the  go- 
vernment. He  wifhed  earneftly  to  irftprefs  on  the  govern- 
ment the  wifdom  of  fecuring  the  Catholic  body  by  the 
coercion  of  juftice  in'  the  prefent  inftance,  and  deprecated 
that  infatuated  prejudice  which  feemed  to  have  taken  pcf- 
manent  po Hellion  ol  the  minds  of  fome  gentlemen,  in  op- 
pofition  to  every  fentiment  of  reafon  and  liberality,  and 
Which  might  ultimately  hazard  the  fate  of  the  commu- 
nity. By  complying  with  that  proportion,  they  did  not 
indulge  any  chimerical  experiments  in  the  conftitution  ; 
they  received  within  its  bofom  a body  of  men’ who  had 
proved  themfelves  eminently  deferring  of  all  its  privi- 
leges, and  who  were  deeply  interefted  i:\  its  prefervation. 
The  circumftances  of  the  times  fhould  not  affect  the  quef- 
t'ion  y or  if  they  did,  it  fhould  be  to  invite  the  hotife  to 
the  adoption  of  a mCafure  which  would  produce  fecurity 
and  happinefs.  Under  thefe  impreffions,  fhat  resolution 
which  went  to  relieve  the  Catholics  from  all  remaining 
penalties,  fhould  have  his  rnoft  fangume  fupport.  He 
difapproved  much  of  the  propofed  adjournment,  and  the 
effect  of  fmotheri'n'g  and  damping  difcullion.  If  the  plan 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman'  was  objectionable 
(which  he  thought  it  was  in  many  parts),  it  would  be 
more  becoming  the  dignity  of  that  houfe  to  reject  itaftdr 
a candid  examination.  What  was,  in  his  opinion,  inju- 
dicious, dangerous,  and  impracticable  in  the  plan  before 
them,  he  would  feparate  from  the  general  qUeftion.of 
reform,  and  refift  on  its  own  grounds.  What  was  wife 
and  expedient  in  that  plan  he  would  ftrenuoully  fupport; 
and  in  giving  his  vote  that  night,  he  would  not  be  fuf- 
pccted  by  any  one  who  knew  him,  of  being  influenced 
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by  any  motive  fave  a feufe  of,  his  dilty  id  his  country  ;= 
and  he  would  reft:  perfectly  fatisficd*  whatever  might  be 
the  event*  with  the  approval  of  his  own  confcience. — 
He  fhould  moft  decidedly  vote  againft  the  adjournment* 
and  for  the  firft  refolution  propofed  by  Mr,  Pon- 
fonby. 

Sir  F.  F loop  faid  he  was j in  the  true  feh'fe  of  the 
word*  an  United  Irishman  ; he  faid  he  had  no  idea  of 
profcribing  fo  large  a body  as  the  Catholics  from  any  cf 
the  benefits  of  the  conftitution  ; the  legiftature  having  gone 
fo  far  in  their  favour*  ought  to  thrdw  open  the  dooi  to 
admit  them  fully  ; but  though  this  were  his  opinion  on 
the  fubjecl  considered  in  itfelf*  he  had  objedlions  to  agi- 
tating the  queftion  at  this  time  ; when  the  country  was 
quiet  he  would  hear  of  emancipation  and  reform*  but  not 
till  them 

Mr.'  F Letcher  replied  to  the  arguments  which  had 
been  advanced  againft  the  meafure  : they  reduced  them- 
felves  he  faid  to  two  heads— one  to  prove  that  this  plan  of 
reform  would  be  an  utter  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution  ; 
the  other*  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
adopt  it.  With  refpedl  to  the  firft  refolution,  which  went 
to  introduce  into  the  conftitution  three-fourths  of  the 
population  of  Ireland*  by  admitting  the  Catholics  to  the 
great  offices  of  ftate*  &c.  he  had  fo  often  fpoken  his  fen- 
timents*  that  it  was  unneceffiary  to  repeat  them.  It  would 
be  difficult,  indeed*  he  thought*  to  prove  to  any  unpre- 
judiced man  that  the  addition  of  fo  large  a proportion  of 
the  population  of  a country  to  the  free  citizens  of  the  ftate 
could  be  attended  with  the  fubverfion  of  a.  tree  conftitu- 
tion ; particularly  when  the  loyalty  of  thofe  men . was 
acknowledged  by  all  parties ; nor  would  it  be  eafy  to 
fhew  why  they  fhould  not  now  be  admitted  to’  the  benefits 
of  the  conftitution,  when  it  was  granted  on  all  hands  that 
at  one  time  or  other  they  muft  be  admitted*— though  God 
knows  when.  The  other  refolutions  had  been  faid  to 
have  a ftill  more  diiedf  tendency  to  fubvert  the  conftitu- 
tion,;  he  confdied  he  could  not  fee  any  of  them  in  that 
light.  They  were  faid  to  be  innovations  ; but  he  defired 
it  to  be  remembered  that  every  reform  effiedled  in  an  old 
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fyftem  mult  be  an  innovation.  Gentlemen  argued  as  if 
the  conflitution  was  created  in  a day  by  the  exertion  of 
fome  fapernatural  genius — this  was  not  the  cafe:  itspracr 
ticc  had  varied  from  period  to  period,  and  if  the  doctrine 
of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  were  true,  each  of 
thofe  variations  mud  have  been  a daring  and  dangerous 
innovation.  If  the  doctrine  of  the  gentlemen  be  true, 
they  mu  ft  have  oppofed  Magna  Charta  as  an  innovation, 

* — they  mud  have  reprobrated  the  reformation  as  a dan- 
gerous innovation  on  the  corfft’tution— *the  bill  of  rights 
mud  have  been  ail  odious  and  unwarrantable  attack  on 
thofe  venerable  abitfes  which  it  Went  to  reform — *the  aboli- 
tion of  the  old  feudal  tenures  under  Charles  II.  mud  have 
been  looked  on  by  thofe  gentlemen  as  threatening  the  over- 
throw of  the  conflitution — -and  even  the  revolution,  and 
the  acceftion  of  the  houfe  ot  Hanover,  they  nmd  have 
oppofed  as  new-fangled  changes  ! The  whole  courfe  of 
Englifh  hiftory  exhibits  nothing  but  a leries  of  innova- 
tions, all  tending  to  ameliorate  the  old  fyftem.  Shall  we 
' then,  profeffing—*boafting  that  we  borrow  the  confuta- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  be  told,  that  every  Change  is  a fa- 
tal innovation  ? The  argument  then  which  oppofCs  this 
reform  as  innovating,  by  proving  too  much,  lbews  that 
it  is  practically  falfe.  But  he  contended  that  this  plan 
did  not  innovate  on  the  old  fyftem,  but  went  to  correct 
abufes  of  modem  introduction.  The  greater  part  of  the 
boroughs  in  this  country,  he  obferved,  were  created  by 
the  houfe  of  Stuart-— they  were  created  fpr  the  purpofes 
of  corruption,  and  unlefs  the  elfence  of  the  Britifh  con- 
ftitution  be  corruption,  the  reform  of  thofe  boroughs 
cannot  fubvert  it.  When  he  confidcred  the  other  features 
of  this  plan,  he  found  them  perfectly  ccnfiftent  with  the 
general  principles  and  theory  of  the  Britifh  conflitution  ; 
they  bottomed  reprefentation  on  property*  By  one  of 
the  refolutions  the  forty  fhillings  freeholder  was  continu- 
ed in  his  franchife—  by  another,  the  right  of  voting  is  an- 
nexed to  leafehold  property  of  a certain  amount ; at  pie- 
fent  this  fpecies  of  property  is  not  represented,  but  he 
would  be  glad  to  learn  any  good  reafon  why  the  man  who 
poffefled  100I.  or2ool.per  annum  in  leafehold  property, 
• fhould  not  be  entitled  to  that  privilege  which  was  giv  n 
to  the  mifery  of  a forty  fhillings  freeholder  f Houfehold- 
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ers  at-prefent  hot  reprefenfed,  by  this  plan  are  made  ca- 
pable ol  voting  lor  representatives  ; wliat  was  there  in 
this  contrary  to  the  principle  of  the  Britifh  constitution  ? 
Or  would  it  be  denied,  that  he  who  pofTelled  a houfe  oi 
a certain  value  (and  there  was  a blank  left  for  the  value 
in  the  resolution)  was  not  as  well  entitled  to  the  elective 
franc hife  as  the  lower  order  of  Voters  under  the  prefent 
arrangement  ? Gentlemen  on  the  other  lide  have  objected 
to  the  plan,  becaufe  it  admits  Iiim  who  has  pradli fed. a 
trade  in  a certain  place  Iot  a certain  length  of  time,  to 
vote,  and  at  the  fame  time  they  objecl  that  by  this  plan 
the  manufacturing  and  commercial  part  ol  the  community 
are  Stripped  of  their  privileges.  Thefe  objections,  he 
faid,  wTeie  directly  in  contradiction  to  each  other,  and 
therefore  afffwered  themfelves— for  thofe  men  who  are 
invefted  with  the  frahehife  by  this  plan,  are  thofe  of  "whom 
the  manufacturing  intereft  is  constituted— or  at  leaf!  they 
are  what  might  be  called  the  raw  material  of  it.  If  had 
been  infmuated  that  the  idea  of  parliamentary  reform  was 
the  offspring  of  French  principles,  and  that  ihe  French 
revolution  had  been  the  parent  of  this  demand  from  the 
people.  He  obferved  that  the  delire  of  reform  had  begun 
to  work  in  the  public  mind  fo  long  ago  as  the  year  1781V 
long  before  the  French  revolution  was  thought  of.  What 
had  forced  it  on  the  public  ? The  American  war — begun 
on  a principle  ol  defpotifm,  dimed  on  by  ministerial  ob- 
ftinacy,  Supported  by , parliamentary  corruption,  and 
determined,  alter  the  lofs  of  millions  and  of  the  belt  blood 
of  the  country,  by  a Separation  of  the  American  world 
from  the  Britifh  empire.  It  was  this  wTar  which  opened 
the  eyes  of  the  people  to  the  constitution*  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  induced  the  great  Lord  Chatham  to  pro- 
pofe  what  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  lide  would  call  a 
new-fangled  fyftem— the  addition  of  100  members  to  the 
county  reprefentation  of  England  to  correct  the  debility 
and  rottennefsof  the  boroughs.  What  did  the  Son  of  that 
great  man  propofe,  when  in  the  early  part  of  his  life  he 
rofe  to  power  on  the  wings  of  popular  favour?  Why 
this  very  man  [Mr.  Pitt]  under  wThofe  aufpices  the  gen- 
tlemen now  oppofe  this  plan  as  an  innovation,  did  fay, 
•that  thirty -fix  ol  the  boroughs  of  England  were  fo  defpt- 
rately  roit?n>  that  they  Were  incapable  of  cure,  and  muff 


be  amputated  ! he  went  farther,  and  propofed,  what 
might  be  called  an  innovation  oPthe  Britifli  conftitution— 
that  a million  fboulcl  be  voted  to  buy  up  thofe  boroughs', 
— ’that  is,  that  a million  fhould  be  appropriated  to  buy  in 
the  venality  of  the  Biitiih  houfe  of  commons  1 The  fame 
thing,  or  nearly  the  fame,  had  been  propofed  in  this 
country  by  lomc  of  the  ableft  men  who  had  ever  adorned 
it,  particularly  by  the  late  Mr.  Flood,  whofe  plan  was 
to  throw  a greater  weight  into  the  fcale  of  the  county 
representation,  and  cut  off  the  ro.ten  boroughs.  But 
the  combined  wifdom  of  the  two  countries,  ol  ancient 
and  modern  times?  had*  not  been  able  to  frame  a fyflem 
which  Ihoiild  not  be  liable  to  any  objection  ; this  was, 
however,  no  argument  againft  receiving  fome  reform  ; — 
though  the  plan  at  firft  propofed  might  be  objedHonable., 
the  united  wifdom  of  the  houfe  in  a committee  might 
remedy  its  imperfedlions.  He  now  proceeded  to  conlider 
the  objeclion  made  from  the  inexpediency  of  adopting 
any  plan  of  reform  at  this  time.  He  fhewed  that  the 
report  of  the  fecret  committee  having  proved  that  this 
was  a favourite  meafure  with  the  people,  many  of  whom 
had  been  feduced  under  the  pretext  of  obtaining  a reform, 
afforded  the  moff  convincing  argument  for  immediately 
adopting  it.  Thofe  who  were  beft  acquainted  with  the 
dilpofition  of  the  people  had  declared  their  opinion  that 
this  meafure  would  bring  them  back  > for  his  part}  he 
firmly  believed  it  would  ; at  any  rate  the  experiment  in 
the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  country  was  worth  try- 
Ing— -if  it  fucceeded  the  country  would  be  faved— if  not, 
the  houfe  would  have  the  confolation  to  refledl  that 
they  had  tried  every  means  of  conciliation  before  they 
had  reforted  to  the  ultimatum  retnedium — the  appeal  to 
force. 

Mr.  M.  Ma  s on  conceived  the  debate  would  be  fhort- 
ened  by  obferving  that  the  words  of  the  resolution  now 
before  the  houfe  went  to  the  total  overthrow  of  the 
hierarchy-— for  if  all  religious  tells  were  abolifhed,  there 
remained  nothing  to  prevent  the  popifh  clergy  tom  oc- 
cupying the  bifhoprics,  tythes?  & c 
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Mr.  W.  Ponsoney  faid,  he  believed  it  impoflibie 
that  any  man  could  torture  the  words  of  the  refolutioh 
into  that  meaning ; but  if  any  reafonable  doubt  could 
be  entertained  on  that  fubjebf,  it  was  in  the  power  of  a 
committee  to  corre£l  the  expreflion. 

Mr.  C.  Osbo  rne  diftingnifhed  between  the  Catholics 
whom  he  believed  to  be  loyal,  and  the  United  Irishmen* 
who  made  this  meafure  a cover  for  their  treafon.  He 
oppofed  violently  the  idea  of  any  parliamentary  reform 
at  prefent,  and  pbjecled  to  this  particular  plan,  becaufe 
it  went  to  eftablifh  an  afiflocrady  in  the  country,  {fill 
more  hateful  than  even  democracy  itfelf.  The  divifioh 
of  the  counties  into  difh'i&s  would  infallibly  have  that 
•effech  What,  he  afked,  made  reform  more  necefiary 
now  than  formerly  ? Was  it  becaufe  the  country  was 
threatened  froth  abroad,  and  torn  by  faclion  and  con- 
spiracy a£  home  ? Why  has  riot  England  adopted  a re- 
form ? Has  Mr.  Fox-propofed  che  againff  his  rival  ?— - 
No  ! he  hasthrowhit  on  this'defpifed  c o u ht  r y d e fp i fed 
he  meant,  by  him  and  his  friends,  who  have  made  Ire- 
land the  common  and  cheap  animal,  on  which  all  their 
experiments  are  to  be  made.  For  himfelf,  he  heard  with 
contempt  the  flanders  with  which  he  and  his  party  had 
the  infolence  to  afperfe  that  houfe  in  another  country.-— > 
He  was  confident  that  the  Iiiflh  parliament  were  hilly 
competent  to  mind  their  own  affairs,  and  they 
would  beft  difeharge  that  duty  by  rejedlihg  the  p re  fen: 
motion. 

Counfellor  HoARh  oppofed  the  adjournment,  and 
urged  the  lieceffity  of  reform^  by  arguments  drawn  from 
the  little  influence  which  the  people  at  prefent  have  over 
the  reprefentative  body.  The  houfe  of  commons  by  its 
original  conftitution  ought  to  be  the  houfe  of  the  people; 
at  prefent  it  was  more  the  houfe  of  the  crown.  The 
crown  to  be  fure  had  ho  diredf  influence  over  it,  but  it 
had  certainly  a very  ffrong  indited!  influence,  and  it  was 
a matter  of  no  confequence  to  the  people  hovj  the  influ- 
ence was  exerted-— it  ought  not  to  exifl  at  all  ; fo  long  as 
it  did  exiff,  it  deprived  the  people  of  every  benefit  which 
they  had  a right  to  enjoy  from  the  wifdojh  and  integrity 
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of  its  reprefen tatives.  It  had  been  obje<Sted  to  this  plan, 
that  it  went  to  vefl  the  right  of  voting  in  that  clafs  of  the 
the  people  who  were  moft  liable  to  corruption,  and  to 
turn  the  people  into  a potwalloping  commonwealth.— 
This  objection  was  eafily  anfwered,  for  it  would  be  part 
of  the  reform  to  prevent  placemen,  &c  from  fitting  in 
parliament ; whep  that  was  the  cafe  there  wTould  be  no 
inducement  to  corrupt,  and  therefore  there  would  be  no 
corruption.  No  argument  fo  flrong  for  a reform  in  the 
representation,  he  obferved,  could  be  adduced'  by  the 
friends  of  that  meafure,  as  had  been  fuggefled  by  its  ene- 
mies, when  they  aflerted  that  half  a million  had  been 
fpent  to  corrupt  the.  Irifh  commons,  and  that  pertina- 
cious oppolition  to  the  court  might  make  it  neceflary  to 
repeat  the  corruption  ! This  language  and  this  pra6tice 
it  was,  that  had  brought  parliament  into  difrepute 
with  the  people.  Had  he  who  uttered  the  bold  falfehood, 
if  falfehood  it  was,  been  brought  to  the  punifhment  he 
deferved,  the  people  might  have  been  reconciled,  and 
the  honour  of  parliament  faved  ; but  when  all  enquiry 
into  that  fubject  was  refufed — when  evidence  offering  to 
prove  the  corruption  of  one  houfe  of  parliament  in  or- 
der to  corrupt  the  other,  had  been  rejected,  as  if  through 
fear  that  the  difgraceful  truth  might  come  out,  who  could 
deny  that  the  demand  of  reform  was  reafonable,  and  that 
the  fufpicions  of  the  people  were  at  leafl  jirflified  by  ap- 
pearances ? 

JVTr.  W.  Smyth  faid,  the  queftion  before  the  houfe 
was,  whether  all  difcuffion  upon  the  fubje£t  of  the  refo~ 
lutions  propofed  ought  to  be  flifled,  as  unfeaforiable  at 
this  period.  He  thought  it  fhould  not ; he  was  for  dif- 
cuffion ; and  he  would  flate  the  grounds  of  that  opinion* 
by  which,  however  diffidently  formed,  it  was  his  duty  to 
abide.  He  thought  the  times  demanded  a fyftem  of  co- 
ercion, but  not  a fyftem  of  coercion  merely  ; on  the  con- 
trary,) though  a plan  of  coercion  might  be  right,  the 
plan  of  mere  coercion  would,  he  thought,  be  wrong.— 
The  period  called  for  a union  of  loyal  Irifh  againft  the 
confederacy  of  Irifh  traitors  ; it  called  on  all  good  fub- 
jects  to  rally  round  the  conflitution,  and  round  the  go- 
vernment, fo  far  ss  it  identified  with  the  conditution^ 

3 E 3 ~ znoned 


[.  55°  J 

but  no  farther..  And  was  not, the  period  which  thus  fan* 7 
moned  us  to  rally  round  the  conftitution,  a fea  fan  able 
one  for  wiping  away  the  blemifhes  of  that  conftitution > 
and  rendering  it  as  fair5  as  pure,  and  as  beautiful  as  we 
could.  Sangrado  5 fyftem  in  fevers  was  out  of  fafhioh  ; — 
in  political  fevers  he  was  fure  it  fhould  be  laid  alide. — 
Merely  lliedding  a patient’s  blood,  and  keeping  him  in 
hot  water,  was  certainly  not  the  wife  ft  courfe  to  purfue. 
invigorating  cordials  were  required  to'  counteract  the 
neeeftary  mifclriefs  of  the  debilitating  fy Item  : and  it  was 
not  more  he  cellar  y to  evacuate  the  ill  humours,  than  to 
nouHfti  and  increafe  thewholefome  humours  ofthe  hate. 
The  period  called  on  the  adminifti aition  to  combine  fe~ 
verity  with  conciliation,  and  to  apply  thefe  different 
modes  to  different  cefcripticns  of  the  community.  It 
called  on  them  to  difmifs  the  unconftifutional  idea,  that 
all  who  ftrong^y  difliked  their  meamres  muft  be  traitors. 
It  called  on  them  to  allay  the  difcontents  of  the  well- 
affecled,  and  attend  to  the  demands  of  a loyal  oppofttion ; 
to  fhew  them  that  in  fupporting  government,  they  were 
fupporting  freedom  and  the  conftitution  ; and  thus  to 
transform  their  cold  and  diffatisfied  allegiance  into  warm 
adlivity,  and  zealous  co-operation.  It  emphatically 
called  on  them  to  detach  the  good  fubjedf  from  every 
thing  like  connexion  with  the  traitor.  If  there  was  any 
clafs  of  men  who  flu  equated  between  eftahlifhed  govern-^ 
rnent  and  notorious  treafon,  he  might  not,  perhaps. 
Say,  that  they  deferved  to  be  won  over.  But  this  was 
no  picture  ot  the  prefent  ftate  of  things;  treafoq  mafked 
itfclf  beneath  demands  for  red  refs  of  grievance,  Loyal 
fubjedls  who  concurred  in  deeming  the  grievance  to  exift, 
might  not  fee  that  it  was  a mere  pretext  with  the  feditious, 
and  might  thus  inadvertantly  conned!  themfelves  with 
treafon.  But  take  away  the  grievance  you  unmafk  the 
tfakor  ; you  refeue  the  well-affedfed  fubjedf  from  delu- 
ffon.  Catholic  emancipation,  aud  parliamentary  reform 
ate  the  watch-word,  it  is  faid,  of  fedition  ; the  pretext 
wirli  which  they  cover  their  evil  deligns.  And  why  is 
it'  fo  ? who  fupply  them  with  this  pretext  ? Is  it  not  thofe 
who  fufTer  that  grievance  to  exift,  with  which  treafon 
enflames  the  feelings  of  loyal  fubjedls,  and  cunningly 
makes  them  feem  to  have  a common  caufe  ? Remove  the 
grievance,  and  you  take  away  the  handle  from  fedition. 
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1 will  not,  faid  Mr.  Smith,  imvidiaufly  inquire  whe- 
ther the  fyftem  which  Government  has  hitherto  purfued, 
had  any  tendency  to  bring  the  country  into  its  prefent 
fituation  ; the  inquiry  would  come  with  tiie  worfe  grace 
from  me,  becaufe  fome  of  the  meafuves  which  compofed 
that  fyftem,  had  my  approbation  and  l'upport.  This, 
jaid  he,  is  a circumftance  of  which  many  may  be  igno- 
rant, but  which,  fo  little  am  I feeking  popularity,  I 
proclaim.  However,  I muft  fay,  that  I wifh,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  paft  fyftem,  that  in  the  one  which 
is  to  come,  feverity  may  be  tempered  with  conciliation,, 
I muft  fay,  that  within  thefe  two  years,  the  jacobin  prin- 
ciple has  increafed  ; and  that  it  is  two  years  lince  I voted 
for  Catholic  emancipation,  and  fince  the  bill  removing 
the  incapacities  attached  to  that  religion  was  rejected 
with  the  full  concurrence  of  adminiftration  ; and  I muft: 
fay,  that  previous  to  the  introdu6Hon  of  that  important 
meafure,  I received  a letter  from  a right  hon.  gentle- 
man in  another  country,  with  whom  I had  the  honour 
of  holding  an  intercourfe  by  letter,  and  whofe  attach- 
ment to  the  king  and  confthution  cannot  be  queftioned 
(Mr.  Burke);  he  there  declared  his  decided  approbation 
of  that  bill,  and  made  ufe  of  thefe  remarkabPe  expref- 
lions  concerning  it:  (C  Againft  jacobinifm,  this  grand 
<c  and  dreadful  evil  of  our  times,  (I  do  not  love  to  cheat 
myfelf,  or  others,)  I do  not  know  any  folid  fecurity, 
cc  whatsoever ; but  I am  certain  that  what  will  come 
cc  neareft  to  it  is,  to  interejl  as  tflany  as  you  can  in 
cc  the  prefent  order  of  things  : to  intereft  them  religioufly, 
<c  civilly,  politically,  by  all  the  ties  and  principles  by 
which  men  are  held.”  This  is  the  principle  on  which 
if  government  has  not  a<5led,  I wifh  them  now  to  a£l  ; 
if  they  be  not  friendly  to  the  propagation  of  the  jacobin 
principle  ; if  it  be  the  principle  which  adluates  our  fedi- 
' tious.  But  we  who  decline  countenancing  the  entire 
fyftem  of  adminiftration,  are  told,  that  in  the  general 
eonfuficn,  we  fhall  not  furvive  the  (launched  adherents 
of  the  government.  This  is  a paltry  and  inconfiftent 
argument.  Paltry,  becaufe  it  fuppofes  perfonal  fafety  to 
be  our  prime  object  : inconfiftent,  becaufe  they  who  ufe 
it  arc  vehement  in  offers  to  die  on  their  own  pofts.  Sir, 
we  are  as  ready  to  do  fo  as  they  can  be*  God  forbid,  if 
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freafon  tr’umphs,  that  I fhouid  not  have  the  honour  of 
being  amongft  its  earliefl  victims  ! But  I w;fh  mcafures 
to  be  adopted  which  fhall  prevent  its  triumph  ; which 
fhall  unite  the  hearts  of  all  friends  to  their  country,  in 
favour  of  the  government.  A right  hon.  baronet  (Sir 
H.  Langrifhe)  has  faid,  that  reform  is  a vague  term  : So 
far  as  it  means  fpecific  reform , he  is  right.  , -Taken  in  this 
fenfe,  it  will  excite  as  various  ideas  as  there  are  different 
opinions  refpedfing  the  mode  by  which  abufes  can  be  befi 
corre6fed.  But  fo  tar  as  the  term  reform  involves  only 
the  idea  that  the  exifting  fy  ft  cm  is  corrupt,  and  requires 
amendment, — it  is  fufficiently  accurate  and  pfecife.  So 
far  as  it  infers,  that  the  venality  of  boroughs,  the  maid- 
ing thcfe,  when  bought,  in  turn.,  the  purchafe  of 
feats  in  another  houfe5  and  thus  rendering  the  com-- 
mops  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peers  , fo  iar  as  it  infers, 
that  if  fuch  abufes  exifted  (I  do  not  fay  they  do,  it  might 
be  unparliamentary)  they  would  be  inconfiltent  with 
the  fpiritof  the  conflitution,  and  require  reformation  -» 
there  is  nothing  vague  or  unprecife  in  the  idea  ; and  there- 
fore, an  acknowledgment  that  fuch  practices  y ere  an 
abufe,  and  ought  to  cea f'ei  would  be  as  eafy  as  it  might 
be  fatisfadlory. 

So  far  as  the  refolutions  propofed  by  the  right  horn 
gentleman  (Mr.  Ponfonby)  went  to  point  out  a fpecific 
mode  of  reform,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  could  not  thus  fudt 
denly  pronounce  on  their  propriety  nay,  to  the  fyf- 
flem  he  felt  at  prefen  t fome  objection.  But  this  was  no 
yeafon  for  ftifling  all  difcuffion,— befides,  as  thefe  refolu- 
tions would  be  put  diftin&ly  to  the  houfc,  he  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  expreiling  his  fentimentson  each 
of  them  in  fucceffion.  , , . 

Of  the  firft,  which  went  to  the  abolition  of  religi- 
ous difabilities,  he  had  no  hefitation  to  approve.  He 
approved  it  two^  years  ago  and  nothing  had  hapnened 
fince  to  alter  his  opinion.  He  confidered  it  as  at  opce  a 
balls  for  reform  ; and  itfelf  a confiderable  ftcp  towards 
reform. 

But  the  dignity  (faid  he),  of  parliament,  we  are  told 
is  concerned,  and  impedes  conceifion  at  a period  like  the 
prefent  ! In  the  firfl  place,  it  cannot  be  undignified  in 
me  to  fuppori,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  that  removal  of 
religious  incapacities  for  V/hich,  two  years  ago,  in  a pe- 
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fiod  of  tranquillity?  I voted.  But  I alfo  tbiA.  it  fults 
the  dignity  of  parliament?  to  fay  to  popular  opinion? 
thus  far?  and  no  farther  fhail  you  prevail.  I think  it 
fu its  the  dignity  of  parliament  to  fay— though  your  de- 
meaner  is  turbulent  and  unbecoming,  this  fhail  not  pre- 
vent us  from  attending  to'  your  juft  demands  : We  will 
redrefs  your  grievances?  while  we  defpife  your  intimi- 
dation.  : * ■ 

■ Mr.  Smith  concluded  by  repeating  his  original  idea,  a$ 
to  the  neceihty  that  there  w as  at  this  time  of  (Strengthen- 
ing the  government,  by  procuring  the  cordial  adherence 
of  ail  well  auected  men  who,  though  they  wifhed  the 
removal  of  abufes.,  were  enemies  of  ttcafon. 

Mr.' Curran  went  through  a large  range  on  the 
queftlon.  He  conftdeved  ithrftas  a rneafure  ofjuftice> 
with  refpeCt  to  the  Catholics,  and  the  people  at  large; 
he  gave  an  affecting  defeription  of  the  fituation  of 
Catholics  in  former  times?  groaning  tinder  the  malignant 
folly  of  penal  laws?  wandering  like  herds  upon  the  earth; 
gathered  under  fome  thread-bare  grandee  who  came  to 
Dublin,  danced  attendance  at  the  caftle?  was  fmiled 
on  by  the  fecretary,  and  carried  back  to  h:$  miferable 
countrymen  the'  gracious  promife  of  favour  and  pro- 
tection. He  faid  they  were  no  longer  mean  dependants? 
but  owners  or  their  country,  and  claiming  dimply  and 
boldly  as1  Irifhmen,  the  national  privileges  of  men,  and 
natives  of  their  country.  Upon  this  part  of  the  queftion 
he  v ent  into  -a  variety  of  very  interefting  topics  deferip- 
tive  of  their  importance  and  their  oppreflions?  which  lie 
attributed  wholly  to  the  wicked  propagation  of  religious 
antipathies;  and  concluded  that  their  claim  to  perfeCf 
freedom  in  -their  own  land  could  be  denied  only  by  th$ 
groffeft  malignity  and  tyranny. ; r / 

. Mr.  Curran  next  proceeded  to  anfwer  the  objeCHons 
to  tl) e rneafure.  He  laid  he  was  extremely  fhocked  to 
lee  the  agent  ot  a foreign  cabinet  rife  up  in  the  aiTembly 
that  ought  to  reprefent  the  Irifh  nation,  and  oppofe  a 
motion  that  was  made  on  the  acknowledged  and  deplorecf 
corruption  which  had  been  imported  from  his  country^ 
Such  an  oppolition  was  a proof  of  the  charge?  wThich  he 
was  aftonifhed  he  could  venture  upon  at  fo  awful  a cri~ 
:is«  He  doubted  whether  the  charge?  or  this  proof  of  it, 
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would  appear  moft  odious.  However,  he  would  ex*i 
mine  the  objections.  1 1 is  (aid  it  is  not  the  time.  This 
t argument,  he  laid,  had  become  a jeft  in  Ireland,  for 
it  ha  i been  ufed  in  all  times,  in  war,  in  peace,  in' quiet, 
in  disturbance.  It  was  the  miferable  dilatory  pica  ol  per- 
fevering  and  ftupid  corruption,  that  wifhcd  to  poft- 
pone  its  fate  by  a promife  of  amendment,  which  it 
was  refolved  never  to  perform.  Reform  had  become 
an  exception  to  the  proverb  that  fays,  there  is  a time 
for  all  things  • but  for  reform  there  is  no  time,  becaufe  at 
all  times  corruption  is  m,ore  profitable  to  its  authors  than 
public  virfc  e and  propriety,  which  they  know  muff  be 
fatal  to  their  views.  As  to  the  prefent  time,  he  laid  that 
the  objections  to  it  were  a compound  of  the  moft  unblufih- 
ing  impudence  and  lolly.  Forfooth,  k would  feem  as 
if  the  houfe  had  yielded  through  fear.  On  this  Mr.  Cur- 
ran in  a very  ludricous  manner,  expofed  the  notions  of 
perfonal  bravery  or  fear,  as  applied  to  a public  affembly, 
and  obferved  that  he  knew  no  cowardice  fo  defpicable  as 
the  fear  offeeming  to  be  afraid.  To  be  afraid  of  dan- 
ger was  not  an  unnatural  fenfation,  but  tQ  be  brave  in 
abfurdity  and  injuftice,  merely  from  fear  of  having  your 
fenfe  or  honefty  imputed  to  your  own  apprehenlion,  was 
a ftretch  of  folly  which  he  had  never  heard  of  before.  But 
the  time  he  faid,  was  pregnant  with  arguments  very  dif- 
ferent indeed  from  thofe  he  had  heard  ; he  meant,  he  faid, 
the  report  of  the  fecret  committee,  and  the  dreadful  ftate 
of  the  country.  The  obligation  was,  that  the  people  s 
were  not  to  have  juftice,  becaufe  a rebellion  exifled  with- 
in, and-becaufe  we  had  ifn  enemy  at  our  gates — becaufe, 
forfooth,  reform  was  only  a pretext,  and  feparation  was 
the  object  of  the  leaders.  Fie  laboured  very  anxioufly 
to  (hew  that  if  rebellion  exifled,  every  good  fubject  ought 
to  be  detached  from  it.  But  if  an  enemy  threatened  to 
invade  us,  if  was  only  common  fenfe  to  detach  every  fub- 
ject from  the  hoftile  ftandard,  and  bring  him  back  to  his 
duty  and  his  country. 

He  touched  upon  the  prefent  miferable  fiateof  Ireland, 
its  dhlraikions,  its  diftrefles,  its  bankruptcy  f they  were 
the  effects  of  the  war,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  authors 
qt  that  war  to  reconcile  the  people  by  the  mofttimely  and 
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liberal  .jqdice ; the  utmoft  phyfical  flyength  fiiould  be 
called  forth,  and  that  could  be  done  only  by  union,  This, 
he  fa  tel,  was  a fubjeef  fo  tremendous,  he  did  not  w.ifh  to 
dwell  on  it,  he  would  therefore  leave  it;  he  would  fup~ 
port  a reform  on  its  own  merits;  and  on  a meafure  of  in- 
ternal peace  at  this  mod;  momentous  juncture.  Its  merits, 
he  laid,  were  admitted  by  the  objection  to  the  time,  bc- 
eaufe  the  objection  admitted  that  at  any  other  time  it 
would  be  proper.  For  years  pad  no  man  of  any  note 
in  England  or  Ireland  who  did  nqt  connder  the  neceffity 
of  it  as  a maxim — they  all  faw  and  confefied  that  the  peo- 
ple were  not  reprefented,  and  that  they  had  not  the  bene- 
ht  of  a mixed  monarchy.  They  had  a monarchy  which 
abforbed  the  two  other  eftates,  and  therefore  they  had  the 
in  fuppor  table  cxpence  of  a monarchy,  an  aridocracy  and 
a democracy,  without  the  Simplicity  or  energy  of  any  one 
of  tliofe  forms  of  government.  In  Ireland  this  was  pecu- 
liarly fatal,  becaule  the  honed  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple was  fwallowed  in  the  corruption  and  intrigue  of  a ca«? 
bine!  of  another  country.  From  this  he  deduced  the  low 
edate  of  the  Irifh  people  ; their  honed  labour  was  waded 
in  pampering  their  betrayers,  indead  of  being  employed, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  in  accommodating  themfelves  and  their 
children.  On  thefe  miferable  confequences  or  corruption, 
and  which  all  were  the  fatal  efFebis  of  inadequate  repre- 
sentation, he  faid  he  did  not  wifh  to  dwell.  Tq  expatiate 
too  much  on  them  might  be  unfair,  but  to  fupprefs  them 
would  be  treafon  to  the  public.  It  was  faid,  that  reform 
was  only  a pretence,  and  that  feparation  was  the  real  ob- 
ject of  leaders  ; if  this  be  fo,  faid  he,  confound  the  leaders 
by  dedroying  the  pretext,  and  take  the  followers  to  your- 
felves.  You  fay  there  are  1 00,000 — I firmly  believe  there 
is  three  times  the  number ; fo  much  the  better  for  you— -if 
thefe  feducers  can  attach  fo  many  followers  to  rebellion 
by  thejiope  of  reform  through  blood,  how  much  more 
readily  will  you  engage  them,  not  by  the  promife  but  the 
poftelhon,  and  without  blood  ? Yon  allude,  faid  he,  to 
the  Britifh  fleet ; learn  from  it  to  avoid  the  fatal  confe- 
q'uence  that  may  follow  even  a few  days  delay  of  judice, 
it  was  laid  to  be  only  a pretext ; he  was  convinced,  he 
faid,  of  the  contrary  ; he  was  convinced  the  people  were 
dgeere,  and  would  be  fatisfied  by  it.  Fie  thought  fo  from 
* * th 


t S5<>  J 

the  perfeverance  in  petitioning  for  it  for  a number  cf 
years ; he  thought  fo,  becaufe  he  thought  a monarchy, 
properly  balanced  by  a fair  reprefentation  of  the  people, 
gave  as  perfecl  liberty  as  the  fnoft  celebrated  republics  of 
old  ; but,  faid  he>  of  the  real’attracHon  *of  this  objehl  of 
reform,  you  haye  a proof  almoft ‘miraculous ; the  defire 
of  reform  has  annihilated  religious  antipathy,  and  united 
the  country.  In  the  hiftory  of  'mankind,  he  faid,  it  was 
the  only  ihftance  of  fo  fatal  a religious  fanaticifm  being 
difeardedby  the  good  f hr  vice  of  mankind,  in  he  acl  of  dying 
flow  y by  the  developerrent  of  its  folly.  And  he  was  per- 
faaded  the  hints  thrown  out  this  night  to  make  the  diffe- 
rent feets  jealous  of  each  other,  would  be  a detected 
trick,  and  would  only  unite  them  fiill  more  clofeiy. 
The  Catholics  had  given  a pledge  to  their  countrymen  of 
their  fincerity  and  their  zeal,  which  could  not  fail  of 
producing  the  mofl  firm  reliance  ; they  had  folemnly 
eifelaimed  all  idea  of  what  was  called  emancipation,  ex- 
cept as  a part  of  that  reform  without  which  their 
Prefbyterian  brethren  could  not  be  free.  Laftly,  he 
faid,  reform  was  a neceffary  change  of  mildnefs  for  coer- 
cion ; the  laper  had  been  tried  ; what  was  its'  fuccefs  ? 
The  convention  bill  was  paffed  to  punifh  the  meetings  at 
Dungannon,  and  thofe  of  the  Catholics  : the  government 
confidered  the  Catholic  concefiions  as  defeats  that  called 
for  vengeance,  and  cruelly  have  they  avenged  them  ; but 
did  that  acl  or  thofe  which  followed  it  put  down  thofe 
meetings  ? The  contrary  'was  the  faef.  It  concealed 
them  moft  foolifhly.  When  popular  difeon tents  are 
abroad,  a wife  government  Should  put  them'  into  an  hive 
of  glafs  ? you  hid  them.  The  aifociation  at  firft  was 
fmalj,  the  earth  feemed  to  drink  it  as  a rivulet,  but 
it  only  disappeared  for  a feafon.  A thoufand  flreams, 
through  the  fecrCt  windings  of  the  earth,  found  their  way 
to  one  courfe,  and  fwTled  its  waters,  until  at  laff,  too 
mighty  to  be  contained,  it  burfl  out  a great  river,  ferti- 
lizing by  its  enunciations?  or  terrifying  by  its  cataracts. 
This,  he  faid,  was  the  effe61  of  our  penal  code — it 
jrVelled  fedition  into  rebellion.  What  elfe  could  be  hop- 
ed from  a fyflem  of  terrorifm  ? fear  is  the  mofl  tranlknt 
-f  -all  the  paflions,  it  is  the  warning  that  nature  gives  for 
. ■*  felf- 
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ftlf-prefci  v'ation.  But  when  fafety  is  unattainable*  t'a 
warning  mutt  be  ufelefs,  and  nature  does  not  therefore 
give  it.  Adminittration,  therefore,  mistook  the  quality 
of  penal  laws;  they  were  Font  out  to  abolifh  convent! 
cles,  but  they  did  not  pals  the  threfhold,  they  flood  ecu- 
tinels  at  the  gates.  You  thought  that  penal  laws*  lik* 
great  dogs,  would  wag  their. tails  to  their  matters*  and 
bark  only  at  their  enemies.  You  were  miftaken — they 
turn  and  devour  thole  they  were  meant  to  proteel,  and 
were  harmlefs  where  they  were  intended  todettrov.  Gen*- 
tlemen  I fee  laugh  ; l Fee  they  are  ftill  very  ignorant  ci 
the  nature  of  rear,  it  cannot  latt  ; neither  while  k'doesj 
can  it  be  concealed.  The  feeble  glimmering  of  a forced 
fmfie  is  a light  that  makes  the  cheek  look  paler.  Trutt 
me,  faid  Mr.  Curran,  the  times  are  tbo  humanized  for 
luch  lyttems  of  government.  Humanity  will  not  exe- 
cute them,  but  humanity  will  abhor  them,  and  thofe  who 
wifh  to  rule  by  fuch  means.  This  is  not  theory  ; the  ex- 
periment has  been  tried  and  proved  it.  We  hoped  much*, 
and,  I doubt  not,  meant  well  by  thofe  laws,  but  they 
have  miferabiy  failed  us;  it  is  time  to  try  milder  methods* 
You  have  tried  to  force  the  people  : the  rage  of  your  pe- 
nal laws  was  a ttorm  that  only  drove  them  in  groups  to 
fhelter.  Your  convention  law  gave  them  that  organiza- 
tion which?  is  juftly  an  objeel  of  Fuch  alarm  ; and  the  ve 
ry  proclamation  Feems  to  have  given  them  arms.  Before 
it  is  too  late,  therefore,  try  the  better  force  of  reafoiw 
and  conciliate  them  by  juflice  and  humanity.  The  period 
of  coercion  in  Ireland  is  gone*  nor  can  it  ever  return 
until  the  people  (hall  return  to  the  folly  and'  to  the  natu- 
ral weaknefs  of  difunion.  Neither,  faid  he,  let  us  talk  of 
innovation — the  progrefs  of  nature  is  no  innovation. 
The  increafe  of  people,  the  growt-h  of  the  mind*  is 
no  innovation,  it  is  no  way  alarming,  unlefs  the 
growth  of  our  minds  lag  behind.  If  we  think  other- 
wife,  and  think  it  an  innovation  to  depart  from  the 
jolly  of  our  infancy,  we  fhould  come  here  in  our  Twad- 
dling clothes — we  fhould  not  innovate  upon  the  drefs* 
r ore  than  the  underftanding  of  the  cradle.  As  to  the 
■ ,'flcm  of  peace  now  propofed,  you  mutt  take  it  on  prin- 
ciples— they  are  limply  two,  the  abolition  of  re- 
ligious difabili ties  - and  the  renrefentation  of  the  people* 
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1 aim  confident  the  eifebls  would  he  Hcry  thing  to  be 
ynfhed.  I he  prefent  alarming  dife oaten t will  vanifh, 
the  good  will  be  fep&ratcd  from  the  eviHiritentioned * 
the  friends  of  mixed  government  in  Ireland  are  many  ; 
every  fenfible  man  mud  fee  that  it  gives  all  the  enjoyment 
of  rational  liberty,  if  the  people  have  their  due  place 
in  the  date.  This  fyflem  would  make  us  invincible 
againfi  a foreign  or  domed: ic  enemy  ; i:  would  make  the 
empire  flrong  at  this  important  cribs;-  it  would  redo  re 
to  us,  liberty,  indudry,  and  peace,  which  I am  fa  timed 
can  never  by  any  other  means  be  redo  reel.  In  dead,  there- 
fore, of  abiding  the  people,'  let  us  remember  that  there 
is  no  phyfieal  drength  out  theirs,  and  conciliate  them  by 
juftice  and  reafon.  I am  cenfuted  heavily  for  having 
abed  for  them  in  the  late  profccutions.  I feel  no  fhame 
at  fuch  a charge,  except  that  at  fiich  a time  as  this,  that 
to  defend  the  people  fhoula  be  held  out  as  an  imputation 
upon  a king’s  coynfel,  when  the  people  are  profecutecl 
by  the  date*  I think,  faid  he,  every  eounfel  is  the  pro  - 
perty of  his  fell o w-fubjeeb.  If,  indeed,  becaufe  I wore 
1 h lajedy’s  gown,  I had  declined  my  duty,  or  done  it 
weakly  &hd  treachetoufly-^if  I had  made  that  gown  a 
mantle  of  hypocrisy,  ariu  betrayed  my  client,  or  facri- 
deed 'bin: -to  any  perfonal  view,  I might,  perhaps,  have 
b en  thought  wifer  by  thofe  who  have  blamed  me,  l?ut  I 
fh o aid  have  thought  myfelf  the  bafed  villain  upon  earths 
Mr.  Curran  corn'd  tided,  after  a variety  of  Very  intertff- 
ing  obfervations,  with  faying  that  the  plan  of  peace  pror 
pofed  by  a reform,  was  the  only  means  he  and  his  friends 
thought  left  to  fave  us.  It  was  certainly  a time  for  deci- 
fion,  end  not  for  half  meafures.  He  agreed  that  unani- 
mity was  indifpenfable.  Tim  houfe  feenied  pretty  nearly 
unanimous  for  force  ; he  was  fo.rry  for  it,  for  he  boded 
the  word  from  it.  He  would  retire  from  a feene  where 
he  c.ouid  do  no  good,  where  he  certainly  would  inter- 
rupt that  unanimity.  He  could  not,  however,  he  faid, 
go  w i t A.]  out  a parting  entreaty,  that  men  would  reflect 
on  the  awful  refpordibiiity  in  which  they  dOod  to  their 
country  and  to  their  confluence,  before  they  f t the  ex- 
ample to  the  people  of  abandoning  the  conduction  and 
the.  law,*  and  referring  to-  the  terrible  expedient  of  force* 
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Mr.  Gr  a r t a N obferved,  that  the  gentlemen  who  ob~ 
fedt  to  the  motion,  rely  on  a cavil,  which  fuppofes  the 
motion  admitted  the  Roman  Catholics  into  the  church* 
as  well  as  ^he,  hate  and  the  parliament.  They  know  the 
motion  docs  no  fuch  thing  ; it  propounds  that  usabilities 
fhould  ceale,  and  then  it  cxprelles  what  thof:  difabilities 
are,  viz.  c dilabilites  to  ht  in  parliament,  or  hold  offices 
of  date.’  It  Rates  a general  principle  ol  concord,  and 
applies  that  principle  to  the  only  points  to  which  it  is  ap- 
plicable— civil,  military,  and  political  htuations ; and 
the  objection  can  have  no  other  view  than  to  excite  an 
apprchenf'On  in  the  church,  and  create  talfe  alarm  under 
pretext  of  religion.  Gi  the  fame  kind  is  that  other  ob- 
jecHon  which  would  excite  an  alarm  lor  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  cities  and  corporate  towns;  what  are  the 
rights  and  privileges  ot  cities  and  corporate. towns  to  re- 
turn members  to  ferve  in  parliament  ? nothing,  except 
in  a few  cities  and  towns;  no  fuch  right  ex  ills ; 
the  proprietors  of  boroughs  have  taken  that  right  away, 
they  have  made  public  right  private  property  ; they  have 
left  indeed  to  the  town  the  name  of  the  return,  and  have 
j'mpofed  On  the  town  the  hardfhip  and  infult  of  their  owft 
nomination.  Thefe  are  the  perfons  who  now  call  out 
for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  cities  and  corporate  towns, 
perfons  who  would  not  be  in  thl£  houfe  if  they  had  not 
ufurped  thole  rights  and  thofe  privileges,  and  who  now 
objebd  to  this  plan,  not  becaufe  it  abolifhes,  but  becaufe 
it  reft  ores  to  cities  and  towns  thofe  rights  which  them- 
/elves  abolifhed,  and  do  not  like  to  reft  ore.  We  have 
fconfidered  the  Hate  of  towns  and  cities,  and  find  there 
are  not  twelve  which  are  free  ; and  with  regard  to  fuch, 
rnlfead  of  abolifhing  the  right  of  reprefcntation,  we 
have  by  the  plan  greatly  extended  if;  for  in  large 
and  free  cities,  inflead  of  two  members,  tire  return 
Would  be  more  ; for  inftance,  in  Dublin  it  "would  be  per- 
haps eight;  in  Cork,  perhaps  four;  in  every  city  or 
town  which  contained  5000  houfes,  two  ; in  every  city 
or  town  which  contained  lefs,  the  proportion  of  repre* 
dentation  would  be  according  to  the  proportion  of 
•houfes,  in  which  cities  or  towns  every  perfon  having  a 
houfe  of  a certain  yalue  for  a certain  time,  as  well  as 
every  perfen  exercifing  a trade  for  a certain  time* -Would 
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nave  a vote  ; fo  that  this  plan  which  the  objectors  fa/ 
excludes  great  towns  and  cities,  not  only  includes  them 
m a greater  proportion  oh  eleelive  power  than  at  prefent, 
but  includes,  within  the  limits  of  fuch  places,  feveral 
defcriptions  ofperfons  whb  were  before  totally  excluded ; 
includes  not  only  more  cdmrpercial,  towns,  but  includes 
what  the  borough  fydem  excluded,  commercial  property 
and  commercial  population.  We  had  two  ideas  with 
refpeCI  to  certain  great  towns  and  cities,  one  was  to  pie-* 
ferve  them  as  they  are,  the  other  to  extend  over  them 
the  operation  of  the  plan  ; the  latter  was?  thonght  pre- 
ferable, becaufe  it  encreafed  the  number  of  reprefenta- 
tives  for  fuch  great  cities  and  towns.  If,  however,  gen- 
tlemen wifh  to  except  them  they  may  : If  they  do,  I (hall 
perdft  to  think  itneceffary,  however,  to  add  to  the  pie- 
lent  number  of  reprefentatives  f6r  fuch  great  towns  and 
cities.  ; 

I beg  to  obferve,  that  there  is  a fpecla!  prGvilion  for 
the  Univerfity  in  the  plan,  which,  by  accident,  is  omit- 
ted in  the  paper.  Gentlemen  then  proceed  to  objedl  to 
the  plan  on  other  grounds,  or  rather  attempt  to  excite  an 
alarm  with  refpeef  to  it  on  no  ground  at  all.  Gentlemen 
fay,  it  eflablilhes  an  ariflocracy  ; the  fame  gentlemen  fay 
it  eftabiilhes  a democracy,  that  is,  an  alarm  at  all  events 
is  to  be  created,  whether  at  democratic  or  aridocratic 
encroachment ; how  it  can  at  once  edablifh  an  ariflocracy 
and  democracy,  they  who  make  the  double  objection 
will  explain.  But  making  the  double  objection,  it  would 
be  unneceiTary  to  reply  to  either,  if  the  inconfident  men 
w'ho  fo  contradict  themfelves,  were  alone  concerned  ; 
but  for  the  fubjeCl  it  is  proper  that  both  objections  fhculd 
be  canvafled.  And  fivft  that  of  ariflocracy  ; the  phanpro- 
pofed  that  no  diftriCt  fhould  fend  members  to  parliament 
which  did  not  contain  a number  not  lefs  than  5000 
houfes  ; is  that  ariflocracy  ? In  fuch  a diftricl  every  per^ 
fon  having  a tenure  for  a certain  time  and  to  a certain 
amount,  having  a houfe  of  a certain  value  and  term, 
exerciling  a trade  for  a certain  time  and  refidem,  mud 
have  a vote,  fo  that  the  number  of  voters  could  hardly 
be  lefs  than  from  3 to  3000  ; is  that  aridocracv  ? The 
number  of  votes  in  the  city  of  Dublin  the  lad  election 
did  not  exceed  3000  ; theele&ois  in  many  of  the  conn- 
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ties  did  riot  amount  to  fo  many.  To  fuppofc  a diilriel 
Containing  fuch  a number,  capable  of  becoming  the  bo- 
rough of  an  in’divi  lual,  is  a very  improbable  fuppolition, 
anJ  contains  in  it  another  fuppontion,  viz.  that  there  is 
in  fome  landed  proprietors  a gigantic  property,  which, 
however,  if  fo,  muff  have  .influence  in  any  plan  of  re- 
form; an  influence  not  ariling  from  the  nature  of  the 
plan,  but  from  the  extent  of  the  property.  What  then 
do  gentlemen  complain  of?  Do  they  call  for  an  Agrarian 
law  as  the  companion  of  a reform,  or  do  they  call  for 
fuch  a reform  as  fhall  prevent  land  and  property  from 
having  th eir f conftant  and  invariable  influences  ? Who 
are  the  gentlemen  that  Complain  of  ariftocracy  ? The 
reprefentatives  of  twelve  burgefles,  or  of  certain  noble 
lords.  They  complain  of  the  ariftocratic  nature  of  a 
plan  which  extends  the  right  of  election  from  a borough 
of  twelve  burgefles,  to  a diflrict  of  5000  voters.  Would 
then  5000  voters,  or  3000,  or  4000,  be  the  private" 
friends,  or  companions,  or  fervantsof  a great  patron  ? 
No.  What  then  can  be  the  motive  of  fiich  an  objection 
on  the  part  of  the  borough  proprietors  ? What,  but  that 
this  plan  does  not  fave  the  arlflocracy  ; that  is,  it  is  not 
a little  plan  that  laves  a remnant  of  the  patron’s  interefi 
in  his  borough— that  fhotrld  leave  one  way  what  it  takes 
away  in  another ; that  fhould  compromife  reform,  and 
while  it  fpeaks  plaufibly  to  the  people,  would  perpetuate 
the  roifchjef  ; that  is,  this  plan  is  not  a fallacious  reform 
of  parliament.  Had  it  been  fuch  a reform,  it  would 
have  encountered  lefs  {lie  fury  of  the  patrons  of  boroughs, 
and  their  oppofition  is  an  argument  of  the  integrity  of 
the  plan— a proof  that  it  goes  to  the  root — that  it  is  not 
a half  meafure  ; which  pvefumption  is  confirmed  by  their 
fecond  objection',  viz.  that  their  plan  introduces  demo- 
cracy. This  objection  to  be  underflood,  requires  to  be 
explained.  If  by  democracy  they  mean  the  people,  the 
plan  does  introduce  the  people  ; and  if  wbuld  not  be  a 
reform  of  the  commons  houfe  of  parliament  if  it  did  not 
introduce  the  people.  What  are  the  commons  ? Are 
they  the  king  and  the  lords,  or  the  reprefentatives  of 
king  and  lords  ? Or  what  is  the  houfe  of, commons  if  it 
is  not  the  houfe  of  the  people  ? To  this  charge  therefore’ 
plan  pleads  guilty  ; and  it  would  be  a criminal  expe- 
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Timcht  indeed*  on  . the  confidence  of  the  country,  if  It 
did  not  incur  that  fpecies  of  guilt.  But  if  by  the  people/ 
gentlemen  mean  the  rabble,  they  are  too  apt  to  call  the 
people  the  rabble,  and  decry  both  under  the  name  of  the 
latter  ; I fay,  if  by  the  people  gentlemen  mean  the  rabble, 
the  plan  is  innocent  of  fuch  an  experiment ; to  land- 
holders, leafe-holders,houfe-bolders,  and  refident  trades^- 
men,  the  plan  communicates  the  light  of  voting  ; that  is 
population  certainly;  but  that  is  population  mixed  with 
property  and  annexed  to  refi deuce' y that  is/  in  fhort,  the 
people.  What!  have  gentlemen'  thought  proper  that, 
forty  fhilling  freeholders  fhould  have  votes,  and  will' 
they  exclude  farmers  for  years,  houfe-  holders  and  leafe- 
holders  of  a higher  amount,  and  eflablifihed  arid  refident, 
tradefmen  ? They  think,  it  would  fecjhj  that  the  mafs  cf 
property  fhoulH  be  as  little  reprefented  as  the  mafs  of 
population— -that  reprefeptation  fhould  be  founded  on 
neither,  but  fhould  itfelf  be,  what  it  hy  a property  and 
a commerce.  I think  I have  anfwered  the  objections  of 
ariftocracy  and  of  democracy. 

Gentlemen  have  omitted  to  ftate  their  objections  to 
other  parts'  of  ,tHis  plan/  tb  the  exclufion  of  placemen 
and  penlioners,  and  to  the  limitatioU‘  of  the  duration  df 
parliament;  and  yet  thofe  parts  of  the  plan' have  had 
thfcfr  weight,  I doubt  not,  in  procuring  enemies  tb  the 
plan,  on  thefe  ariftocratic  ideas.  But  theft  are  ideas  not 
very  popular  to  borough  majorities.  The  heavy  terms 
that  have  been  ufed  againfl  the  plan,  c fubverfidri  of  the 
conftitution^-its  fabric^its  piljajs-i-annihilation  to  all  its 
principles=-^Tuinous  to  the  government,  and  incompatible 
with  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom,’  are  idle  words  to  be  ex- 
pelled from  thofe  who  talk  on  a fubjeel  without  under- 
ilanding  it,'  or  who  profefs  to-'be  friendly  to  the  principle 
of  parliamentary  reform,  but  are  ho  {file  to  it  in  every 
pbfiible  fhape.  On  fuch  condition  any  borough  patron 
may  be  a friend  to  reform.  Such  general  inve&ive  means 
nothing  but  an  indifpoHtioh.  to  any  kind  of  reform  which 
-hall  be  radical  and  popular,  and  fuch  treatment  has 
every  reform  received.  The  reform  propofed  in  1*783, 
For  in  fiance — the  reform  propofed  in  £*785,  and  there-’ 
iorm  propolcd  in  1793:  Againfl  thefe  reforms  there  were 
’three  objeftiorr.^they  were  too  narbovr,  they  were  tbo 
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hrnad?  and  they  were  offered  at  an  inipropet*  time  ,*-*• 
there  are  two  periods?  it  feems,  in  which  reform  ihould 
not  be  agitated  ; one  is  the  period  of  war,  and  the  Other 
that  of  pc-ace  ; any  other  time  is  fedfonable ; for  you 
will  never  peifuade  a b'orotlgh  majority  that  it  is  feafon- 
able  for  them  to  furrender  their  borough  interefl,  or  to 
give  up  their  boroughs  to  the  people.  Gentlemen  do  not 
only  impeach  the  prefent  plan,  they  defend  the  fyflem  of 
boroughs— it  is  the  old  and  venerable  fabric  ; I deny  it  } 
the  greater  part  of  our  boroughs  has  been  created  iince 
the  accefiion  of  the  hdufe  of  Stuart  • the  number  creat- 
ed by  that  family  were  about  77  forty  of  which  were 
created  at  a flroke  by  James  I.  Of  thefe  Dr.  Leland 
very  juflly  fays,  they  were  fo  pOor  th£t  they  could  not 
pay  their  members  ; their  members  were  attornies  clerks, 
and  the  fervants  of  the  lord  lieutenant ; and  their  effect 
was,  that  the  king  did  what  he  pleafed  in  parliament? 
they  were  created  for  the  purpofe  of  modelling  parlia- 
ment, that  is?  of  fubverting  the  parliamentary  conflitu- 
tion  ; thofe  created  afterwards  were  with  a view  to  ferve 
the  private  views  of  individuals?  or  to  anfwer  the  ambi- 
tion of  a religious  fa61ic’;i.  Thus?  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  your  boroughs,  and  near  one  half  of  your 
rcprefentatioii  is  not  your  ancient  conflitution,  but  a 
grofs  and  flagrant  encroachment,  and  a violent  ufurpri- 
tion  of  the  worif  family  that  ever  trampled  on  the  inde- 
pendency arid  fabric  of  reprefentation.  "You  banifhed 
that  family  for  othar  ufurpations,  and  you  retain  that 
ufurpation  wrhich  banifhed  the  people  out  of  parliament. 
But  gentleman  add,  thkt  this  borough  conflitution  has 
worked  well  t a conflitution  of  reprefentation,  compcSG 
ed  of  300  members,  above  200  of  whom  are  returned 
by  venal  and  clofe  boroughs  5 a reprefentation  where  the 
bn  ini  fie  r is  fuppofed  to  have  obtained  a complete  afeeri- 
oancy  by  means  of  fuch  boroughs  j where  that  minifler 
is  only  the  reprefentative  cT  the  cabinet  of  another  coun- 
try ! fuch  a conflitution  muft  be  a foreign  yoke.  How 
did  it  work  ? it  fet  out  under  James  I,  with  the  dcfl ruc- 
tion of  liberty  and  property  > in  the  feizure,  on  the  part 
of  the  crown,  of  the  lands  of  individuals  under  grants 
of  Hen.  11.  and  confirmed  by  the  pofleflion  of  centuries  ; 
j?  proceeded  under  Car  I.  to  an  attempt  to  confifeate  all 
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Connaught*  and  the  government  to  an  a< dual  confifea- 
t'ion  of  fome  part  61  it5  attended  with  all  the  violent 
meafures  under  Strafford,  for  which  he  afterwards  fuftbr- 
ed  death.  How  did  the  borcugh  pailiament  ah  on  fuch 
an  bccafioh  ? It  granted  the  deputy'  an  extraordinary 
fupply,  and  recorded  in  the  bill  of  fupply  an  extraordi- 
nary panegyric,  and  afterwards  impeached  him  for  thole 
aelsfor  which  they  had  juft  larded  him  in  fo  extraordi- 
nary a manner.  But*  they  impeached  him  in  his  fall  as 
they  had  larded  him  in  his  powTer.  What  followed  under 
a borough  parliament  ? furrender  ih  the  next  reign  of  tire 
revenues  of  the  public  to  the  crown  for  ever,  fucceeded 
by  a three-fold  profeription  ; the  prOfcripticn  of  your 
inhabitants  by  your  penal  laws — ol  your  commerce  by 
the  aefs  of  Willian  -=^ind  of  parliament  itfelf  by  the  6tli 
of  George  I:  This  was  no  beneficial  working  on  the  part 
of  a borough  conftitution,  and  this  lafted  near  one  hun- 
dred years.  Well—you  recovered  your  trade  and  your 
independency.  How  has  a borough  parliament’ exeiciied 
that  independency  in  the. regulation  of  that  trade  ? She 
lias  regulated  on  the  provincial  principle.  On  the  colonial 
tariff^— that  tariff  ha’s  been  diefated  by  the  cabinet  of  ano- 
ther country.  She  has  neither  given  your  trade  protec- 
tion nor  the  demand  equality  ? She  has  regulated  a free 
trade  on  the  principle  of  dependency.  I demand  theft 
whether  the  fervices  which  a borough  parliament  has 
rendered  our  commerce  are  a compenfation  for  the  inju- 
ries a borough  parliament  has  done  Our  ccnftitution  ? — . 
Am  I to  forget  the  fums  of  money  (lie  has  granted  with- 
out compensation  in  conftitution,  and  the  injuries  lately 
done  to  the  conftitution,  without  any  compenfation  in 
commerce  ? Gentlemen,  however,  are  too  prudent  t6 
rely  entirely  either  On  their  objections  to  our  plan,  or  on 
their  praife  of  their  borougli  conftitution.  And  they 
tell  us  that  this  is  not  the  time  for  its  reformation,  viz.  a 
time  of  invafion  and  infnrrec?  ion  ; and  yet  I do  not  fee 
that  they  have  made  any  preparation  againft  invafion  fo 
powerful  as  the  reform  of  parliament  would  be.  No  ; 

I do  not  find  that  the  ftate  of  their  revenue  is  fuch,  nor 
nor  their  new  levies  fo  rapid,  (they  have  made  none)  as 
to  leave  them  any  other  chance  of  combating  invafion, 
lave  only  by  the  people;  nor  do  I fee  they  have  any 
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„chai;cc  pf  uniting  the  people  to  combat  invalion,  fave 
only  by  reforming  the  parliament.  The  borough  patron 
.will  not  give  up  his  property — die  Britifh  minifter  will 
not  give  up  his  property  in  the  reprefentation  of  thepeo- 
pie,  in  ordinary  times,  and  out  of  mere  and  pure  good 
will,  and  pretcrence  of  popular  power  to  their  own  pri- 
vate power,  and.thcjr  own  political  power,  it  muff  be 
in  the  moment  of  emergency  and  of  panic ; and  there- 
fore, when  gentlemen  propofe  to  wait  for  the  leifure  and 
Security  of  a minifter  or  a borough- monger,  to  confider 
a felf-denyirjg,  felf-furrendering  conftitution— -they  de- 
fevve  but  little  credit  for  the  fincevity  of  their  obje^fion. 
With  refpeef  to  infurrccHon,  the  original  caufe  of  dif- 
content  is  to  be  found  lodged  in  the  inadequate  reprefen- 
tation of  our  people.  I don’t  then  fee  any  remedy  for 
infurre«51ion,  fo  natural,  nor  indeed  nor  remedy  at  all 
for  the  principle  of  infurreclion,  , fave  .only  the  removal 
cf  the  caufe  of  it  by  the  reform  of  the  reprefentation. — - 
The  B ritifh  parliament  did  not  argue  in  the  fpirit  of  this 
objection  with  refpeft  to  the  fleet-— nor  did  they  argue  in 
the  iame  way  with  refpedl  to  your  declaration  of  right 
or  claim  of  free  trade-— nor  did  you  argue  in  the  fame 
way  when  you  yielded  to  the  Catholic  convention. — 
Dignity  has  liftened  to  the  complaints  of  the  people  in 
times  when  thefe  complaints  have  been  the  leaf!  referved, 
and  has  not  often  liftened  to  them  at  any  other  time.  But 
gentlemen  chiefly  rely  on  the  report  of  the  fecret  com- 
mittee, and  alledge  that  a confpiracy  appears  from  that 
report  to  have  eftablifhed  itfelf  in  a way  fo  extenlive  and 
formidable,  as  to  render  any  conciliatory  meafure  inad- 
miftible ; (c  they  muft  be  fubdued  before  they  fhall  be 
relieved  fuch  are  the  word's  of  gentlemen — dangerous 
and  inconfiderate  words  ! but  from  that  very  report  I 
draw  a conclulion  diametrically  oppofit^  ; from  that 
report  I conclude,  that  parliamentary  reform  is  not 
merely  eligible,  but  abfolutely  indifpen  fable ; in  that  re- 
port, and  from  the  fpeeches  of  gentlemen,  we  learn  that 
a confpiracy  has  exifted  for  fome  years  ; that  it  was  com- 
pqfed  originally  of  perfons  of  no  powerful  or  extend  ve 
influence  ; and  yet  thefe  men,  under  profecution  and 
difcountenance,  have  been  fo  extended  as  to  reach  every 
county  in  the  kingdom  ; to  levy  a great  army — to  pro- 
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vide  arms  and  ammunition — and  to  alarm > as  the  report 
ftates,  the  exigence  of  the  government,  with  the  num** 
bev  of  its  profelytes,  procured  bv  thefe  two  popular  fi:b- 
-je6ls — parliamentary  reform,  and  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion. It  appears,  then,  that. they'  have  recruited  by 
thefe  topics,  and  have  fpread  their  influence,  notwiths- 
tanding youn  fyftem  of  coercion  every  where— tha£ 
notwithfranding  your  convention  bill  of  .1793,  it  pah  -4 
that  year  ; that  this  convention  has  grown ; that  hotr 
withftanriing  your  gunpowder  a6l,  it  has  armed  and  in- 
creafed  its  military  (lores  under  that  a6r  ; that  notv.  i h~ 
flanding  your  infurrehlion  a6l,  another  bill  to  i;  farm  it 
'has  greatly  added  to  its  magizines ; and  that  >!Ot.vvithr 
flanding  the  fufpenfpn  of  the  hab.as  .coj pus  bill,  and 
General  Lake’s  proclamation,  it  has  multiplied  its  pro- 
felytes.  I fhouldhave  afked,  had  I been  on  the  fecret 
committee,  whether  the  number  of  United  Xrifhmen  had 
not  encreafed  very  much  fince  General  Lake’s  proclama- 
tion, and  by  General  Lake’s  proclamation.  It  appears, 
I fay,  from  that  report,  that  juft  as  your  fyftem  of  cot 
crcion  advanced,  the  United  Irifhmen  advanced  ; that 
the  meafures  ypu  took  to  coerce,  ft  lengthened— to  dif- 
jberfe,  cblle<5led — to,  difarm,,  armed— to  render  them 
weak  and  odious,  made  them  popular,  and  powerful— - 
whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  you  haye*- loaded  parlia- 
ment and  government  with  the  odium  of  an  opprefTive 
fyftem,  and  with  the  further  odium  of  ieje6ling  thefe 
two  popular  topics  which  you  allow  are  the  moft  likely 
ito  gain  the  heart  of  the  riation,  and  be  the  beloved  obr 
je<5ls  of  the  people. :i  In  fhort,  you  have  given  to  the 
United  Irifhmen  the  popularity  of  fu ffering  un  er  a61 3 
©f  power,  and  the  popularity  of  offering  adls  of  privi- 
lege. What,  then,  remains  but  to  feverfe  your  condubl, 
and  offer  tp  your  people  thofe  acls  of  privilege-—  thofg 
a6ls  which  you  allow,  while  you  alledge . they  are  the 
pretext  of  fome  committees,  are  the  great  objedl  of  the 
nation ; by  fuch,  I fay,  if  you  cannot  reconcile  all,  you 
will  reconcile  the  nation— you  will  take  from  the  United 
Irifhmen,  their  profelytesr- you  will  annex  thefe  prole- 
iytes  to  parliament— and  if  you  do  annex  every  man, 
you  will  annex  the  people.  Gentlemen  are  reduced  in 
the  eouife  of  their  argument  to  the  neeeffity  of  ‘ faying 
l;  . tha* 
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that  the  people  would  not  be  fatisfied  with  this  refoxpi. 
\Yre  have  fent  our  plan  to  different  perfons  who  arc  much 
in  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  to  perfons  whjp 
have  a great  lead  among  the  different  feds  of  our  fellow- 
citizens — they  have  copfidered  the  plan,  and  have  con- 
futed with  one  another,  and  have  returned  us  for  an- 
fwer,  that  the  plan  fubmitted  would  be  highly  agree- 
able to  them.  I have  in  my  hand  a paper  hgned  by  nine 
hundred  perfons,  con1  derable  men  in  bulinefs>  and 
Northern  merchants,  containing,  the  following  refolu- 
tiohs  in  fubftance:  (e  That  they  conceive  the  caufe  of  the 
prefent  difeontent  to  be  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  repre- 
fentation  ; that  the  difeontent  and  fuffering  will  conti- 
nue until  parliament  fhall  be  reformed,  and  that  they 
will  perfift  in  the  purfuit.  of  that  objed,  and  will  not 
lofe  liglit  of  it  by  cavils  at  the  plan,  but  wdll  e;xped  and 
be  fatisfied  with  fuch  ^ plan  as  does  fubftantially  reftore 
to  the  community  the  right  of  dealing  the  Houfe  of 
Commons — fecuring  its  independence  againfl  the  influ- 
bnce  of  the  crown*- limiting  the  duration  of  parliament, 
anti  extending  to  his  Majefly’s  fubjeds  the  privileges  of 
the  conflitution,  without  * diftindion  of  religion.”™—*  h 
Such  a plan  we  offer  you — that  is  our  plan  of  peace,  our 
idea  of  ftrength  and  union  againfl  a foreign  enemy ; we 
conceive  that  all  your  other  plans  have  failed— you 
tried  them— you  tried  your  revenue,  and  you  failed; 
you  tried  your  public  credit— it  has  failed  ; you  tried 
your  armed  force— it  has  failed;  you  have  attempted  to 
combat  democracy  by  armies,  and  you  failed  ; you  fent 
armies  againfl  your  enemies  to  combat  that  princi- 
ple, and  you  failed ; you  fent  aritiies  againfl  yqur 
people,  and  you  failed.  You  conquered  your  laws 
indeed;  you  conquered  the  perfon  of  the  fubjed — but 
you'  could  not  fubdue  his  mind — you  could  not  con- 
quer the  paflion  or  the  principle— on  the  contrary 
you  inflamed  both  ; what  then  remains  ? try  this  plan — 
Reform  the  parliament ; let  the  King  identify  with  his 
people  ; there  is  his  ftrength— let  him  fhare  with  them^ 
or  rather  let  them  fhare  “with  him,  the  bleflings  of 
the  conflitution ; as  they  have  given  him  the  powers  of 
government,  let  him  reftore  to  them  the  rights  of  felf-legi- 
Qation«=»without  that  they  have  no  liberty,  and  wTith- 
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out  full  and  tree  reprcfcmation  in  the  commons  they  have 
pot  that — they  have  the  name  indeed,  but  they  have  not 
the  fubftance.  There,  are  in  our  conflitution  three 
great  precedencies  or  chairs  — the  throne — the  chair  of 
the. nobles- — and  the  chair  of  the  commons*  that  is  the 
chair,  or  what  fhould  be  the  chair  of  the  people  — 
'he  will  reign  long  and  fecurely,  becaufe  the  peers  and 
the  people  in  fccuriug  to  him.  the  poffeilion  of  his  feat, 
fecure  to  themfelyes  the  pofleffion  of  theirs  • but  if  ire 
'fir all  be  advifed  to  take  poileffion  of  the  threechairs  and 
endeavour  to  let  himjelf  in  all  of  them,  his  lunation  is 
'precarious  and  unnatural,  and  the  fituation  of  his  peo- 
ple is  in  the  condition  ofbondfmen.  Such  a people  have 
no  political  pride  nor  political  inter  gfl  to  defend,  and 
therefore  fuch  a people  xvillnqt  be  enthuliafls  to  defend 
the  .throne  again#  its  enemies,  foreign  and  domeflic.  The 
privileges  of  the  conflitution  were  the  pvoteelion  of  the 
people  again#  the  king,  they  are  now  the  armour  of 
the  king  again#  democracy.  In  this  opinion  we  have 
fubmitted  our  plan,  and  we  have  deprecated  yours. 
What  is  your  plan  ? there  are  hut  two  measures  in 
the  country,  reform  or  foice.  V/e  haye  offered  you  the 
former,  you  teem  inclined  to  the  latter.  Let  us  conlider 
it— c to  fuhtlue,  to  coerce,  to  e#abljfh  unqualified  fub- 
miflion/— ran  arduous,  a precarious  undertaking  ! — have 
you  well  weighed  all  its  consequences ?•  is  there  not 
much  of  pa#}  on  in  your  judgment  ? have  you  not  loft 
vour  temper  a little  in  the  contefh?  I am  fure  you  have 
fhewn  this  nighffymptoms  of  irritation- — a certain  impa- 
tience of  the  complaints  ol  the  people.  So  it  was  in  the 
American  bufmefs.  Nothing  lefs  in  that  contcft  thafu 
their  unconditional  fubmiffipn — alas  ! what  was  the  con- 
fequence  ? As  iar  as  you  have  tried  your  experiment 
here  it  has  failed— the  report  fheyvs  you  it  has  failed.  It 
has  encreafed  the  evil  it  would  reft  rain,  it;  has  propaga- 
ted the  principle  it  would  punifh  : but  if  repeated  and 
invigorated  you  think  it  will  have  more  fuccefs I ap- 
prehended not:— don’t  you  perceive,  that  inftead  of 
ilrengthening  monarchy  by  conflitutional  piinciples,  you 
are  attempting  to  give  it  force  by  defpotic  ones  ? that 
you  are  giving  the  new  principle  the  advantage  of  fuc- 
pefs  abroad  and  of  fuffer’ng  at  home,  and  that  you  are 
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.Lofting  the  people,  while  you  think  yon  are  (lengthening 
the  throne,  that  you  have  made  a falfe  alliance  with  un- 
natural principles,  and  inftead  of  identifying  with  the 
people,  you  identify  with  abufes.  Before  they  are  to 
'be  reformed,  'rebel1  ion  you  tell  us,  muft  be  fubdued. 
You  tried  that  experiment  in  America:  America  re- 
quired felf-lcgiftation,  you  attempted  to  fubdue  Ame- 
rica by  force  of  angry  laws,  and  by  fbree  of  arms—* 
you  exadfed  of  America  unconditional  fubmifiion,  the 
(lamp  a6t  and  the’  tea-tax  were  only  pretexts— fo  you 
laid  ; the  object  you  faid  was  reparation,  fo  here  the  re- 
form of  parliament,  you  fay,  and  Catholic  emancipation 
are  only  pretexts,  the  objedl,  you  fay,  is  feparation,  and 
here  you  exadl  unconditional  fubmiffion— 1 c you  must 
subdue  before  you  Reform  ; indeed’  Alas,  you 
think  fo,  but  you  forget  you  fubdue  by  reforming,  it  is 
the  beft  conqueft  you  can  obtain  over  your  own  peo- 
ple ; but  let  me  fuppofe  you  fucceed,  what  is  your  fuc- 
cefs  : a military  government,  a perfect ' defpotifm,  an 
haplcfs  victory  oyer  the  principles  cf  a mild  govern- 
ment and  a mild  conftiiution ; but  what  may  be  the  ul- 
timate CQiifequence  of  fuch  a yidlory  ? a feparation.  Let 
us  fuppofe  that  the  war  continues,  and  that  your  con- 
queft over  your  own  people  is  interrupted  by  a French 
invafion  ; what  would  be  your  fituation  then?  I do  not 
with  to  think  of  it,  but  I wifb  you  to  think  of  it,  and  to 
make  a better  preparation  againft  fuch  an  event  than  fuch. 
conquefts  and  fuch  victories.  When  }Ou  conftder  the  hate 
'of  your  arms  abroad,  and  the  ill-affured  ftate  of  your  go- 
vernment at  home,  precipitating  on  fuch  a fyftem,  furely 
you  tbould  paufe  a little even  on  the  event  of  a peace 
you  are  ill  fee  tired  againft  a future  war,  which  the  flats: 
of  Ireland  under  fuch  a fyftem  would  be  too  apt  to  in- 
vite ; but  on  the  event  of  the  continuation  of  the  war, 
v Mir  fyftem  is  perilous  indeed  ; I fpeak  without  afperity  ; 
1 fpeak  without  refentment ; I fpeak,  perhaps,  my  deju- 
lion  ; • but  it  is  my  heart-felt  conviclion  ; I fpeak  my  ap- 
prehenlion  for  the  immediate  ftate  of  cur  liberty ; and 
for  the  ultimate  ilate  of  the  empire  ; I fee,  or  I imagine 
I fee,  in  this  fyftem,  every  thing  which  is  dangerous  to 
both  ; I hope  I am  miftak‘en  ; at  leaft  I hope  I exagge- 
rate-; polfibly  I may.  II  fo,  I (hall  acknowledge 
• - • my 
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my  error  with  more  fatisfaclion  thanvis  ufual  in  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  error.  I cannot,  however,  banifh 
from  my  memory,  the  lelfon  of  the  American  war,  and 
yet  at  that  time  Engfifh  government  was  at  the  head  of 
Europe,  and  v/as  poffeifed  of  refources  comparatively 
unbroken  ; if  that  ihifon  has  no  effect  on  minifiers,  furc*? 
\y  I can  fuggeft  notJi’fig  that  will.  We  have  offered  you 
our  meafure,  you  will  reject  it;  we  deprecate  yours;, 
you  will  perfevere  j having  no  hopes  left  to  perfuadc 
or  dilfuade,  and  having  difeharged  our  duty,  we  fhaU 
•trouble  yoa  no  more,  and  AFTER  THIS  DAY 
SHALL 'NOT  ATTEND  THE  HOUSE  OF  COM- 
MONS! 1 .7  • 7 w i ••.■ 

The  quefiion  being  put  on  the  adjpur^ment  it  was 
carried,  For.it  170,  Againft  it  30.  " ' ■ ‘ 
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Sir  J.  McCartney  rofe  to  vindicate  the  chara£lercf 
a Mr.  Love,  who,  by  the  mifreprefentation  of  fome  evil 
ininded  perfons,  had  been  ftated  to  belong  to  the  fociet/ 
of  United  Irifhmen.  Thefe  mifreprefentations,  he  heard, 
had*  found  their  way  even  into  the  fecret  committee. 
Which  had  been  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  papers  of 
that  obnoxious  body;  Mr*  Love,  he  allured  the  Houfe, 
had  not  only  difclaimed  being  a member  of  that  fociety, 
but  had  offered  to  give  the  moft  folemn  teftimony  in  fup-* 
port  of  that  aflertion.  He  obfeived  that1  mifreprefenta- 
tion o:.  the  conducl  and  opinions  even  of  the  gentlemen  of 
*hat  Houf:  in  the  public  prints,  was  a fubjedf  Which  cal- 
jed  for  animadverfion,  and  alluded  to  a very  grofs  and 
malicious  miftatement  of  the  fentiments  delivered  by  a 

‘ * Fight 
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• <• 

Right  Hon.  Member  [Mr.  Pelham]  on  the  fubjecl  of  the. 
Report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  in  which  that  light  hon, 
Gent,  was  made  to  lay,  that  c<  though  the  attempts  of  the 
United  Irifhmen  had  failed  on  the  loyalty  of  the  military, 
he  much  feared  they  had  been  more  fuccefstul  \rith  die 
yeomanry.  • ..  ..  J 

b i 

M,  D.  Browne  called  on  the  hon.  knight  to  Hate  in 
what  paper  this  mifreprefentation  had  been  made. 

* . ’ * . * ff : 

Sir  J,  McCartneY  mentioned  Saunders’s  New’S- 
Letter,  i 4 . 

Mr.  D.  Browne,  after  qbfervingon  the  enormity  of 
fuch  a mifreprefentation,  which  he  Teemed  to  think  coul4 
have  arifen  from  no  motive  but  a wifh  to  bring  the  re<* 
port  of  the  Secret  Committee  into  difrepute,  arid  alienate 
the  ccn^dence  and  affections  of  a : valuable  and  brave 
.portion  or  his  Majefty’s  fubje&s— ^as  one  of  that  commit* 
tee  he  called  on  the  right  hon.  Knight  to  call  the  printer 
of  that  paper  before  the  Houfe. 

t i * 

Mr.  Pelham  faid.  he  had  not  leifure  to  attend  to 
what  was  faid  of  him  in  the  public  prjnts,  noTdid  he  feel 
very  anxious,  with  refpecl  to  himfelf,  whether  the  prin- 
ter of  that  paper  fhould  be  called  before  the  Houfe  or 
not ; but  as  the  mifreprefentation  might  poflibly  have  an 
ill  effect  wjth  refpe6t  to  the  body  of  men  to  whom  it 
principally  related,  and  of  whole  loyalty  and  courage  he 
had  himfelf  the  higbefl  opinion,  he  was  willing  that  the 
Houfe  fhould  animadvert  on  the  author  of  thefalfehoodo 

s • i V 1 1 • ; 

After  fome  obfervatipns  of  the  fame  kind  from  Mr» 
Maxwell,  Mr.  JVI.  Beresford,  and  tire  Attorney  General, 
the  printer  of  Saunders’s  News-Letter  was  ordered  to  at- 
tend at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pelham  rofe,  and  faid  it  was  in  contemplation 
to  bring  forward  Some  propofal  relative  to  the  arrange- 
ments which  were  forming  in  England  refpe&ing  the  pay 
and:  allowances  to  the  army  arid  militia,  and  had  no 
• i * " b doubt 
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.doubt  that  the  ho u fe  would. think  it  right  to  enable  his 
M&jefty'  to  carry  his  moll  gracious  intentions  into 
effedf  in  th-s  kingdom.  It  was  certainly  matter  of  equity 
that  the  army  and  militia  of  both  countries  fhould  be 
iipcn  the  fame  footing,  and  undoubtedly  the  good  con* 
duct  of  the  troops  in  Ireland  fully  entitled  them  to  every 
favourable  confederation.  He*  thought  it  right  to  give 
tine  earlieft  notice  of  this  intention,  that  gentlemen  who 
were  going  into  the  country  might  be  apprifed  of 


**rr 


After  various  adjournments,  during  which  no  bufine^s 
,o?  moment  was  tranfaeted,  on  the  3d  of  July  the  Houfe 
■was  fummoned  to  attend  his  Excellency  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers.  The  Speaker  attended  accordingly,  and  the  royal 
aiftnt  being  given  to  the  bills  mentioned  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Lords,  his  Excellency  delivered  the  follow- 
ing fpeech  from  the  throne,  after  which  the  members 
returned,  and  the  Speaker  notified  the  prorogation  of 
Parliament  to  Thurfday  the  10th  of  AugufL 

cc  JTy  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

’ I have  the  fatisfaefion  of  being  at  length  enabled  to 
*c  relieve  you  from  your  laborious  attendance  in  Parlia- 
fnent,  and  am  commanded  by  his  Majeffy  to  exprefs 
tc  the  juft  fenfe  he  entertains  of  that  firm  temper  and  vi- 
*'c'  gorous  determination  which  you  have  uniformly  ma- 
-c  nirefled  in  fupporting  his  Maje fly’s  Government  and 
protecting  our  happy  Confutation  from  the  attempts 
*■'*  of  every  foreign  and  domcfUc  enemy. 

,:£  I have  much  pleafure  in  announcing  to  you  that  the 
-•'Britifh  Parliament  has  palled  a£ls  for  abolifhing  the 
bounty  on  fail-cloth  exported  to  Ireland,  and  for  pro- 
'■  . ■ ' ! ' t€  hjbiting 
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hibiting  the  importation  of  cambrick'  frovn’  all  cqut' 
tries  except  this  kingdom. 

j / 

f<  Gentlemen  of  the  Houle  of  Commons, 

<c  I am  to  thank  you  in  his  -Majcfty ’s  name  for  vour 
unanimity  in  voting  the  extraordinary  fupplihs  which 
the  public  exigencies  demanded.  However  unprece- 
dented thofe  fupplies  have  been  in  extent,  and  however 
difficult  they  may  have  been  rendered  from  the  (late  of 
public  credit,  you  have  wifely  attended  to  the  fupe- 
lior  coniideratlon  of  national  fafety.  Such  an  exer- 
tion is  the  fureft  proof  that  you  are  truly  fenhble  ot 
the  invaluable  bleffings  which  we  are  contending  to 
preferve,  and  that  the  beffi  means  ot  eftedting  an  ho- 
nourable peace,  and  of  reftoring  all  the  comforts  of 
tranquillity,  are  by  difplaying  at  once  your  determi- 
nation and  your  power,  and  by  convincing  your  ene- 
mies of  the  extent  of  your  refources  as  well  as  of  the 
extent  of  your  coinage. 

cc  The  ready  affiftance  which  has  beta  received  from 
the  lifter  kingdom  in  facilitating  the  loan  of  the 
year,  whiift  ft  is  a fare  demonftration  of  her  friendly 
cordiality,  cannot  fail  to  fhew  how  infeparable  are 
the  mutual  iriteiefts  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and  how* 
ncceftary  their  connection  is  for  their  mutual  prof- 
perity. 

i(  Your  humanity  in  direeling  your  attention  to  the 
prefect  diftrefs  among  t*  e manufacturers  does  not  lets 
command  my  approbation  than  your  prudence  in  the 
mode  of  conveying  relief  by  increailng  the  means  ok 
their  employment. 

(c  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  powers  with  which  you  entrufted  me  by  the 
lufpcnlion  of  the  habeas  corpus  act  have  e tabled  me  to 
bring  to  light  and  to  difconcen  the  formidable  and  fo 

<f  cret 
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* cret  coniplraty  which, had  been  formed  far  the  .tola! 
*(  overthrow  df  your  eftablilhments,  the  deftrtiefion  of 
C{  property,  and  the  difolution  of  Government.  This 
*■*  confpiracy  has  been  fo  fully  unfolded  by  your  wifdom 
**  that  ltcan  no  longer  fpread  itfelf,  under  the  inijdious 
*c  pretence  which  it  had  artfullj  alftimed,  of  improving 
*c  the  cojiftitution.  In  the  meafures,  whether  of  vigi- 
fc  lance  or  of  coercion,  which  yon  have  recommended 
*c  for  its  extinction?  I flnall  not  relax..  If  will  be  my 
tC  ftudy  to  temper  the  neceftary  adls  of  feverity  and  ri- 
fC  go  U'r  by  conciliatory  offers  of  clemency  and  pardon, 
(C  to  exhort’  the  infatuated  and  deluded  to  abandon  their 
«c  deceivers,  and  to  fummon  the  guilty  to  repentance, 
*c  but  at  the  fame  time  jt  Is  and  will  be  my  fixed  purpoje 
to  proceed  with  vigour  againft  thqfe  who  regafdlefs  of 
e(  every  warning  and  admonition  fhall  . continue  their 
*c  defperate  efforts  to  involve  this  floupfh'nt*  country  in 
tc  all  the  horrors  of  infurredlioil  and  iftvafiofl*  of  bloods 
*<  fhed  and  of  anarchy.' 

**  I have  already  the  (dtisfacHon  to  acquaint  fiou  that 
«£  great  numbers  who  had  been  unfortunately  feducecl 
“ have  returned  to  a fenfe  of  duty  and  been  admitted  to 
<£  his  Majefty’s  clemency?  and  I truft  that  by  perfever- 
“ ance  and  energy  every  veftige  of  difaffediion  will  be 
“ effaced,  and  univerfally  give  way  to  the  return  of  that 
fpirit  of  loyalty  which  has  fo  long  been  the  diftinguifh* 
<c  ing  charadleriftic  of  this  kingdom. 

“ I cannot  omit  to  congratulate  with  you  on  the  un- 
sc  impaired  luftre  of  that  fpirit  which  fo  confpicuoufljf 
u fhone  forth  when  the  enemy’s  fleet  appeared  on  our 
<(  coafts,  nor  can  f too  often  repeat  my  full  fenfe  of  your 
€c  wifdom  in  the  eflablifhment  of  djftridl  corps.  I have 
te  the  m Oft  fatisfaclory  accounts  of  their  improvements  in 
cc  difeipline  as  well  as  of  their  exertions  in  quelling  end 
s<  preventing  infurredlion,  and  I have  mylelf  witnrffed 
the  unexampled  exertions,  good  condudl  and  military 
4£  appearance  of  the  corps  of  the  metropolis,  whofeun- 
*c  ccaflng  and  unwearied  vigil  - nee  at  a moil  important 
<c  crifis  checked  every  attempt  to  produce  confuflon  by 
(S  riot  and  tumult,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  destroyed  the 

c<  hopes 
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i*  hopes  of  our  enemies,  and  reflored  confidence  to  the 
££  country  in  general. 

J. 

££  Your  judicious  augmentation  of  pay  to  his  Majefly’j 
V regular  and  militia  forces,  which  nodi  render  their 
««  fituauon  id  highly  comfortable,  is  at  once  a lea fon able 
£f  and  honourable  acknowledgement  of  their  flcadkvcU 
t£  and  loyalty. 

££  The  traiterous  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  erw 

dee  them  from  their  allegiance  have  had  a fatal  efleel  itt 
C(  a ie v\-  lamentable  examples.  I fruit,  however,  they 
cc  have  cxciced  in  the  minds  of  others  fo  timely  a re~ 
££  pentance,  and  in  the  reft  fuch  indignation  and 
<£  abhorrence r that  in  future  no  danger  can  be  appro 
cc  hended. 

(C  Your  wife  inflitu tion  of  a finking  fund,  in  the  midfl 

of  financial  difficulties/ cannot  be  too  much  applauded? 
6C  and  will  prevent  any  ruinous  depreciation  oi  funded 
e'(  flock,  and  being  eftablifhed  before  the  national  debt 
££  has  accumulated  to  any  oppreffive  magnitude,  will  tend 
u to  prevent  its  becoming  dangerous.  A meafure  fo 
cc  truly  calculated  for  preferving  the  refources  of  the 
f£  State  and  fu poor  ting  public  credit  muft  fecure  to  you 
££  the  gratitude  ot  an  enlightened  people.' 

£C  HisMajefly  is  exerting  every  proper  effort  to  pro- 
*'c  duce  a fpeedy  and  fecure  peace.  It  will  be  our  duty 
£C  to  affift  thofe  efforts  by  convincing  our  enemies,  frofo 
fC  the  date  our  preparation  and  the  unanimity  of  our 
<(  fpirit,  that  they  can  hope  for  no  advantage  by  pro- 
<£  longing  the  calamities  oV  war, 

fC.  Wherever  your  abilities,  your  influence  add  Oxer- 
:e  tiotis,  can  be  mo  ft  advantageoufly  employed  bn  your 
"c  return  to  your  feveral  counties,  I am  confident  they 
C£  will  be  moll  confpicuoufly  difplayed.  A oonftant  i&- 
ef  tercourfe  with  your  immediate  neighbourhoods  muff 
' £ give  you  an  opportunity  of  affording,  to  the  people 
£<  both,  ainflance  aind  example,  of  reclaiming  thereby 
tWe  deluded  and  ill-dlfpofech  an  1 confirming  the  well- 

atfe$£d: 


e*  affecled  in  their  fidelity  and  allegiance,  A forward 
sc  fpirit  of  loyalty,  which  in  m oft  parts  of  the  kingdorh 
<f  has  fuccefsfully  checked  the  progrefs  of  treafon,  will 
(C  be  flrengthened  and  dilfufed  by  your  prefence  and  ex- 
ertions.  It  will  be  my  anjbition  to  fecond  your  acli- 
tf  vity  and  zeal,  and  to  co-operate  with  your  efforts 
ic  for  refloring  the  tranquillity  and  profperity  of  th£ 
kingdom. 

We  have  a common  and  facred  caufe  to'  defend, 
s<  the  independence  and  conftitution  of  Great  Britain 
ic  arid  Ireland,  from  which  both  kingdoms  have  deriv- 
<c  ed  innumerable  blefiirigs  under  his  Majefly’s  aufpi- 
cious  reign.  They  were  purchafed  by  the  deareft 
iC  blood  of  your  anceflors  i:n  a crilis  not  1:1s  formidable 
sc  than  the  prefent.  I truft  we  fhall  not  fail  to  imitate 
their  great  example,  and  that  we  fliall  be  enabled  by 
cc  fimilar  courage  and  continued  firmnefs  to  tranfmi?  to 
fC  pofterity  inviolable  that  invaluable  inheritance  which 
their  valour  refeued  and  their  perfeverance  pre- 
«c  ferved. 
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